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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

AVSA  OFFICE:  jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 
check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynn_lombard@worldnet.att.  net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valomet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annandale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Raleigh,  NC  -  April  11  - 
April  18,  2010. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  603  N.  San  Francisco  St.,  Flagstaff,  AZ 
86001.  A  registration  fee  of  $15  is  required.  Email 
<j-uthloomis@msn.com> 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Raamser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
cramser  wf@wf.net> 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-2667.  E-mail  <janice@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to:  Meredith 
Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY.  Please 
check  for  new  prices  on  AVSA  Show  Packets. 

Rates  for  SSA  packet  and  AVSA  collection  rosettes:  SSA 
PACKET  PACKET,  NO  ROSETTES  -  $5;  SSA  PACKET  WITH  1 
OR  2  ROSETTES  -  $12.50;  SSA  Packet  with  2  sets  of  rosettes 

-  $20.00;  SSA  packet  with  3  sets  of  rosettes  -  $27.50, 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or  mechanical, 
without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of 
AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without  Editor’s  permission. 
AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont, 
TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  E-mail 
<rrumsey@earthlink.net>. 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND 
MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1 ;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1 ;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1 ;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1. 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar.  issue 

-  Jan.  1 ;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July  issue  -  May  1 ;  Sept,  issue  - 
July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast.net>  (Ad  rates  bn  web  site: 
AVSA.org). 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/ Apr.  issue  -  Jan.  1;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July/ Aug. 
issue  -  May  1;  Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  - 
Sept.  1. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office 
in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 
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Every  attempt  is  made  to  keep  articles 
technically  correct.  Since  the  growing 
of  fine  African  violets  can  be  achieved 
in  many  ways,  the  methods  and 
opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their 
own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
opinion  of  AVSA. 
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President’s  Message  941  f.  m.  2377  •  Red  oak,  tx  75154 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President  Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


I  hope  everybody  had  a  great 
holiday  season  and  will  fulfill  their  New 
Year’s  resolution.  It  seems  like  only 
yesterday  we  were  worried  about  what 
would  happen  to  our  lives  and 
computers  in  the  year  2000.  But  when 
you  are  having  fun,  time  just  flies! 

Welcome  to  2010! 

The  new  size  of  the  AVM  looks 
fantastic  with  the  additional  color  photos.  I 
would  like  to  thank  our  editor,  Ruth  Rumsey,  for 
the  extra  time  and  work  she  has  done  to 
provide  our  membership  with  a  very  beautiful 
magazine. 

The  AVSA  2010  Convention  in  Raleigh, 
NC  is  April  11-18,  2010.  Remember  that  your 
purple  convention  pages  that  were  usually  in 
the  center  of  the  AVM,  are  now  located  on  the 
web -site,  (www.avsa.org)  If  you  do  not  have 
Internet  access  please  call  the  office  and  they 
will  send  you  a  print-out  of  the  convention 
pages.  Please  register  early  for  the 
convention. 

The  AVM  was  being  printed  before  we  could 
tell  you  about  the  newest  and  youngest  member 
of  the  AVSA  Office  Staff.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
seeing  her  picture  then  visiting  the  little  one 
soon  in  the  office.  Congratulations  to  our  AVSA 
Office  Secretary,  Amy  Carruth,  and  her  husband 
George,  on  the  birth  of  their  little  girl. 

I  hope  you  have  not  forgotten  to  order  your 
2010  AVSA  Calendar.  If  so,  there  is  time  to 
call  the  office  and  order  one  today. 

The  money  donated  to  the  Booster  Fund  this 
past  year  was  used  to  purchase  the  new 
computer  for  our  AVM  Editor  and  includes  the 
printer  and  scanner.  It  was  also  used  to  finish 
out  the  requirements  for  the  new  web-site.  The 
next  question  is  what  will  the  Booster  Fund 


donations  for  2010  be  used  to 
purchase?  The  next  major  purchase 
from  the  fund  will  be  a  new  computer 
for  the  Office  Manager.  Jenny’s  old 
computer  is  starting  to  am  very  slow 
and  some  major  down-time  could 
cause  problems  in  the  office.  Please 
make  donations  to  the  Booster  Fund 
in  2010  to  go  to  the  Office  Manager’s 
computer.  I  want  to  thank  the  members  and 
affiliates  that  supported  AVSA  with  their  dona¬ 
tions  this  past  year. 

The  Library  Committee  is  working  on  some 
new  programs  (DVD  and  CD)  to  be  available  at 
the  convention.  The  Bill  Price  ‘Trailer 
Program’  and  Pat  Hancock’s  ‘African  Violet 
Program ’  should  both  be  ready  to  purchase  in 
Raleigh.  The  Library  Committee  members  should 
be  commended  for  their  extra  work  and  long 
hours  in  providing  outstanding  new  programs 
every  year  for  our  affiliates  to  use  at  their 
meeting. 

The  new  and  revised  AVSA  Master  List  of 
Species  and  Cultivars  will  be  available  to 
preorder  and  pick-up  at  the  convention.  Mark 
your  registration  form  that  you  would  like  to 
purchase  the  latest  Master  List  of  African  Violets, 
and  it  will  be  available  at  the  convention. 

Jan  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  two 
beautiful  conventions  and  shows  this  fall.  We 
attended  the  Lone  Star  A VC  show  in  Kerrville, 
Texas,  on  the  5-  7  of  November,  and  Mid- 
Atlantic  AVS  show  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  on 
the  12  -14  of  November.  Both  shows  were 
outstanding.  We  visited  with  a  number  of  friends 
and  made  several  new  ones. 

Happy  growing,  good  luck,  and  keep  smiling. 

Ron  Davidson 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Happy  2010!  I  know  that  many 
of  you  have  been  excited  about  the 
new  size  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine ,  and  the  addition  of  so 
many  color  pages.  There  were 
several  challenges  in  producing  the 
AVM  in  a  new  size,  but  I  am  very 
pleased  with  the  outcome.  I  do 
welcome  your  suggestions  and  com¬ 
ments  as  I  always  have,  and  you 
may  have  an  idea  that  would  improve  this  new 
format,  so  let  me  know  what  you  think. 

Our  2010  convention  will  be  in  Raleigh,  NC, 
in  April.  It  has  been  a  long  time  since  we  met 
on  the  east  coast.  Please  get  your  convention 
registrations  in  early! 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  our  ‘In  Search  of  New 
Violets’  columnist,  reached  an  important 
milestone  in  the  November/December  2009 
AVM,  with  his  100th  column!  Thank  you,  Jeff, 
for  sharing  your  knowledge  with  our  members 
for  so  many  years. 

My  friend,  Paul  Sorano  of  Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses,  won  Best  New  Introduction  at  the 
2009  AVSA  convention  in  Reno,  with  ‘Eternal 
Orbit.’  Paul  will  have  plants  of  this  variety 
available  at  the  Raleigh  convention  in  April. 

I  truly  appreciate  the  “behind  the  scenes” 
workers  in  this  organization.  One  that  I  work 
very  closely  with  is  Cindi  Nofziger,  our 
Advertising  Manager.  Cindi  works  to  help  us 
offset  the  cost  of  publishing  the  AVM  through 
the  advertising  by  our  Commercial  Members. 

Another  person  who  makes  a  great  difference 
in  the  publication  of  the  AVM  is  our  3rd  Vice 
President,  Winston  Goretsky.  Winston  works 
tirelessly,  not  only  as  our  photographer,  but 
with  our  printer,  in  making  sure  that  our  plant 
photos  are  the  best  that  they  can  be. 

And  locally,  I  am  very  fortunate  to  have 
Jennifer  Ohman  as  my  proofreader.  Jennifer  is 
an  English,  Reading,  and  Writing  teacher,  and 


has  assisted  me  with  the  AVM  for 
several  years. 

Our  ‘A  Family  Portrait’  columnist, 
Georgene  Albrecht,  will  be  sharing 
her  column  with  another  fine 
grower,  Mel  Grice,  beginning  with 
the  March/ April  ‘10  issue.  A  photo 
included  in  Georgene’s  column  on 
page  20  shows  how  a  lovely  basket 
filled  with  Achimenes  can  add  color 
to  your  outdoor  living  areas. 

On  page  5  in  this  issue  our  AVSA  Affiliates 
Chairman,  Lynne  Wilson,  addresses  the 
question:  “Why  should  clubs  affiliate  with 
AVSA?”  This  article  is  a  “must  read”  for  those  of 
you  involved  in  clubs  not  affiliated  with  AVSA. 
Affiliating  with  AVSA  just  makes  sense! 


The  COMPLETE  2010  Raleigh 
Convention  Information  Pages  containing 
convention  and  show  schedules,  design 
division,  convention  and  hotel  registration 
information,  etc.,  are  now  available  for 
download  online  at  www.avsa.org.  Please 
make  copies  for  those  in  your  local  club 
without  Internet  access. 

The  2010  Convention  Information  pages 
are  also  now  available  at  no  charge  through 
the  AVSA  office:  Phone:  (409)  839-4725, 
Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 
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♦  1  ♦  j  Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 

1  1 1  /I  Q  ^45  Hudson  Avenue  •T^mpa,  FL  33606-3926 
ill  Vi  IVJ  Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


I  recently  received  a  note  asking  for 
a  reason  “why  should  clubs  affiliate 
with  AVSA V  My  response  was  as 
follows: 

I  would  think  the  first  reason 
to  advise  the  clubs  in  your  state 
to  join  AVSA  is  to  support  AVSA 
and  all  it  does  to  educate  the 
public  about  the  African  violet. 

Research  on  African  Violet  culture, 
pests,  and  diseases  is  just  a  small 
part  of  what  AVSA  does. 

If  all  of  your  club’s  members  are  already 
AVSA  members,  the  AVM  can  be  a  wonderful 
tool  to  bring  in  new  members.  Affiliate  clubs 
can  donate  their  club’s  copy  of  the  magazine  to 
the  local  library,  horticultural  center,  or  to  the 
location  of  their  meetings  if  held  in  a  public 
place.  Then  the  AVM  serves  as  a  means  of  pub¬ 
licity  to  attract  new  members  to  both  AVSA  and 
the  local  affiliate. 

Do  your  state’s  individual  clubs  have  insur¬ 
ance?  AVSA  offers  insurance  to  clubs  at  a  very 
reasonable  rate. 

AVSA  has  a  wonderful  library  program  and 
many  different  slide  presentations  and  video 
tapes  that  your  group  can  use  for  programs. 
Also,  several  packets  are  available  for  clubs. 
Program  planning,  show  schedules,  and 
newsletter  examples  are  just  a  few  samples  of 
what  is  available.  The  library  committee  has 
also  made  CD’s  and  DVD’s  available  for 
purchase,  including  African  Violet  Trailers 
“Making  Them  Do  What  I  Want  Them  to  Do” 
and  “Understanding  the  African  Violet  Species”. 
Our  library  committee  is  hard  at  work  keeping 
our  members  updated  and  offering  a  wonderful 
resource. 


Do  your  clubs  have  shows  or 
sales?  Both  the  AVSA  website  and 
the  African  Violet  Magazine  will 
advertise  these  to  all  its  mem¬ 
bers.  A  current  list  of  AVSA 
judges  is  on  line  and  covers 
both  state  and  international 
AVSA  judges.  When  you  plan 
on  having  a  sale,  you  can 
request  the  subscribers  list  for 
your  state  and  then  send  post¬ 
cards  advising  the  subscribers  of 
your  sale,  show,  judging  school,  etc. 
Culture  folders  are  available  to  add  your  club 
name  and  present  to  those  attending  your 
show/sale. 

As  Affiliate  Chairman,  my  goal  is  to  address 
the  needs  of  the  affiliates.  I’ve  covered  sugges¬ 
tions  on  meeting  places,  programs,  speakers, 
conducting  meetings,  bylaws,  shows,  focal 
points,  education,  advertising,  etc.  My  focus  is 
helping  the  AVSA  affiliates  to  not  only  attract 
new  members  but  to  keep  them. 

AVSA  needs  the  support  of  all  its  members  in 
order  to  continue  its  mission  as  the  only  source 
specializing  in  the  growing,  exhibiting,  and 
showing  of  African  Violets.  With  the  exception  of 
a  small  office  staff,  AVSA  is  a  volunteer  organiza¬ 
tion.  It  is  only  with  a  commitment  from  our 
world-wide  affiliates  that  AVSA  remains  to  bene¬ 
fit  its  members.  Please  urge  your  club’s  members 
to  do  their  part  and  help  support  AVSA  by 
becoming  affiliates  as  well  as  individual  members 
of  AVSA. 

I  hope  you  can  convince  your  affiliates  “it’s 
the  right  thing  to  do”.  Thank  you  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  let  me  express  why  AVSA  Affiliates  are 
needed. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Fiery  Trail 

Exhibited  by:  Bill  Price 
Hybridized  by:  B.  Elkin 
Semiminiature  Trailer 
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Optimara 
Little  Crystal 

Exhibited,  by: 

Kathy  Lahti 

Hybridized  by: 

Holtkamp 

Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Little  Cesar 

Exhibited  by: 

Barbara  Elkin 

Hybridized  by: 

P.  Harris 

Miniature  trailer 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Ill  Sc3Tch  of  New  Violets  Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  The  Indiana  Academy  Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


One  of  the  more  popular  flower 
mutations  that  appeared  in  the  last 
decade  is  the  so  called  “thumbprint” 
pattern.  The  thumbprint  pattern  is 
variable,  but  is  usually  expressed  as 
an  area  of  color  in  the  center  of  white 
petals.  The  pattern  looks  like  a 
“thumbprint”  of  pigment  was  placed 
in  the  center  of  each  petal.  This 
pattern  was  first  popularized  in  the 
commercial  Optimara  violets  and 
quickly  spread  due  to  the  effort  of  many 
hybridizers.  Today,  there  are  a  large  number  of 
standards  and  miniatures  in  many  different 
colors  with  this  flower  pattern.  A  recent  discus¬ 
sion  on  one  of  the  electronic  hybridizer  groups 
showed  that  the  trait  is  not  always  straight¬ 
forward  or  easy  to  work  with.  Here  are  some 
observations  and  ideas  for  hybridizing  with  the 
thumbprint  pattern. 

Q:  How  is  the  thumbprint  pattern 
inherited? 

A:  This  flower  pattern  mutation  is  inherited  as 
a  genetic  dominant.  As  long  as  one  of  the 
parents  has  the  thumbprint  pattern,  you  can 
usually  expect  around  50%  of  the  offspring  to 
show  the  trait. 

Q:  Does  it  make  a  difference  if  the  plant 
has  one  or  two  copies  of  the  trait? 

A:  The  thumbprint  pattern  can  be  expressed 
if  the  plant  is  heterozygous  and  has  only  one 
copy  of  the  trait.  I  have  not  seen  any  good 
evidence  that  the  expression  or  stability  of  the 
trait  is  better  if  the  plant  is  homozygous  or  has 
two  copies  of  the  trait.  However,  having  a  plant 
that  is  homozygous  would  make  a  difference  in 
hybridizing.  A  heterozygous  plant  would  give 
the  trait  to  only  50%  of  the  offspring  while  a 
homozygous  plant  would  give  the  trait  to  1 00% 
of  the  offspring. 


Q:  My  thumbprint  plant  is 
producing  solid  colored  blooms. 

Is  this  due  to  growing  condi¬ 
tions ,  and  will  the  flowers 
return  to  the  thumbprint  pattern 
overtime? 

A:  One  of  the  drawbacks  to  the 
thumbprint  pattern  is  a  tendency  for 
the  flowers  to  go  solid  colored.  This  | 
change  can  apparently  be  either 
cultural  or  genetic.  The  amount  of 
white  in  a  thumbprint  flower  can  be  affected  by 
the  temperature  of  the  growing  environment. 
More  white  is  produced  in  the  blooms  when  the 
plants  are  grown  under  cooler  conditions.  The 
flowers  may  go  solid  color  with  no  white  under 
warmer  to  hot  conditions  but  return  to  their 
regular  pattern  when  the  temperature  is 
decreased.  This  change  from  thumbprint  to  solid 
and  back  again  as  a  function  of  temperature 
suggests  that  the  trait  can  be  modified  by  culture 
and  is  not  a  permanent  genetic  change. 

However,  there  are  instances  reported  where 
the  change  to  solid  colors  is  apparently  perma¬ 
nent  and  non-re versible.  Moving  the  plants  back 
to  cooler  conditions  does  not  restore  the  thumb¬ 
print  pattern.  It’s  almost  like  once  the  genetic 
change  happens  to  produce  solid  colored  blooms, 
the  change  locks  in  and  becomes  permanent.  This 
change  in  the  expression  of  the  flower  color 
presumably  follows  a  change  in  the  expression  of 
the  DNA.  The  solid  colored  flowering  plant  would 
therefore  be  a  sport  or  mutation  of  the  original.  In 
most  cases,  the  mutation  would  unlikely  be  an 
improvement  over  the  original  plant,  and  these 
plants  should  not  be  exhibited  in  the  “sport” 
category  in  AVSA  shows. 

So,  to  answer  the  original  question,  the 
change  from  thumbprint  to  solid  colored  blooms  : 
could  be  cultural,  or  it  could  be  a  mutation.  Try 
growing  the  plant  at  cooler  conditions  and  see  if 
the  blooms  return  to  their  original  pattern.  If  they 
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do,  the  change  was  cultural.  If  they  remain  solid, 
the  plant  has  sported.  As  a  precaution,  try  keep¬ 
ing  your  thumbprint  flowered  plants  in  your 
cooler  growing  areas.  This  should  help  keep  them 
blooming  true  to  type  and  avoid  either  cultural  or 
genetic  changes. 


and  see  what  happens. 

In  theory,  it  should  be  possible  to  combine 
thumbprint  with  chimera  flowers,  but  again,  the 
expression  of  the  pattern  in  the  chimera  stripes 
could  be  a  bit  messy  and  difficult  to  tell  exactly 
what  is  going  on. 


Q:  Can  thumbprint  be  combined  with 
other  pattern  traits? 

A:  I’m  sure  most  readers  are  familiar  with 
‘Playful  Spectrum’,  a  combination  of  thumbprint 
and  fantasy  traits.  Thumbprint  should  be  able  to 
combine  with  other  flower  pattern  traits  such  as 
raspberry  edges  or  Geneva  edges,  but  it  might  be 
difficult  to  tell  how  well  both  traits  would  be 
expressed  when  combined.  The  pattern  on  the 
petal  edges  might  become  a  bit  murky  or  unclear 
or  perhaps  be  variable  in  expression.  I  would 
encourage  hybridizers  to  try  these  combinations 


Q:  Does  the  thumbprint  pattern  have 
additional  modifier  genes  that  change  the 
expression  of  the  trait? 

A:  Given  the  variability  of  the  expression  of 
the  thumbprint  pattern,  it  is  entirely  possible  that 
there  are  secondary  modifier  genes  involved  with 
the  trait.  These  might  go  a  long  way  to  explain 
the  temperature  effects  on  the  pattern  or  why 
some  plants  go  to  solid  colors.  However,  I  have 
not  seen  any  studies  that  have  shown  conclu¬ 
sively  that  modifier  genes  are  involved  with  this 
flower  pattern  trait. 


AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger  •  2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  July  16,  2009  -  September  15,  2009 


Multicolored 

Columbus  African  Violet  Society,  Ohio 
For  the  Editor’s  Computer  Fund 


Two-tone 

Garden  State  African  Violet  Club,  New  Jersey 
In  lieu  oj speakers’ Jees for  Laurel  Brown 
and  Susan  Arano 

For  the  Web-site  Improvement  Fund 
Heart  of  Jacksonville  African  Violet  Society,  FL 
For  the  Web -site  Improvement  Fund 
Sheryl  King,  Clear  Brook,  VA 
Carolyn  Smith,  Richmond,  VA 


Thumbprint 

Sandra  Campbell,  Buena  Vista,  CO 
Doreen  Cesari,  Lancaster,  NY 
Trudi  Christensen,  Myrtle  Beach,  SC 
Desert  Sun  African  Violet  Society,  Glendale,  AZ 
Heidi  A  Dillenbeck,  Schenectady,  NY 
Susan  J.  Fraley,  Albany,  NY 
Carlene  Keim,  Syracuse,  NE 
Long  Island  African  Violet  Society,  NY 
George  J.  Maksim,  Bolivar,  OH 
For  the  Editor’s  Computer  Fund 
Elizabeth  McMillen,  Sugar  Grove,  PA 
Julie  Murphy,  Milwaukee,  WI 
Marvin  Nester,  Lakeland,  FL 
Caroline  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX 
Katharine  L.  Varnes,  Lakewood,  CO 


Web-site  Improvement  Fund: . $50.00 

Editor’s  Computer  Fund: . $70.00 

TOTAL  CONTRIBUTIONS: . $324.00 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Lucky  Pinwheel 

Hybridized  &  Exhibited  by:  Muma  Kosowan 

Standard 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob ’s  Strobe  Light 

Exhibited  by:  Kathy  Lahti 
Hybridized  by:  R.  Robinson 
Semiminiature 
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For  Beginners 

By  Elmer  Godeny 


11473  Denham  Rd.  •  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Email:  ekgprof@eatel.net 


Spring  Cleaning! 


Well,  it’s  the  start  of  a  new  year, 

2010.  It’s  a  time  for  new  beginnings, 
cleaning  out  the  old  and  starting 
anew.  I  remember  when  I  was  a 
child,  when  the  new  year  began,  my 
great  aunt  would  start  planning  her 
spring  cleaning.  It  seems  not  too 
many  people  do  this  anymore; 
perhaps,  because  it  is  a  lot  of  work  or 
maybe  because  we  just  can’t  find  the 
time.  Walking  into  my  aunt’s  house 
in  early  spring  was  sometimes  akin  to  walking 
into  a  war  zone:  furniture  covered  with  sheets 
moved  to  one  area  of  the  room,  drapes  and  blinds 
removed  from  the  windows,  pictures  and  other 
hangings  removed  from  the  walls,  etc.  If  you 
looked  really  carefully,  you  would  find  the 
weapons  placed  throughout  the  room;  the 
vacuum  cleaner,  broom,  dust  pan,  and  mop  in 
the  corner,  a  bucket  of  soapy  water,  and  cloths  on 
a  ladder,  etc.  After  about  a  month,  her  entire 
house  was  back  to  normal,  but  spotless. 
Everything  seemed  to  be  brighter  in  the  house; 
the  sunlight  shown  through  the  windows  more 
brightly,  the  furniture  and  bric-a-brac  was  dust 
free,  no  clutter,  no  cobwebs  to  be  found 
anywhere,  and  if  my  great  uncle  got  into  it,  a 
new  coat  of  paint  on  the  walls.  Life  was  good! 
Ah,  I  guess  I  am  having  one  of  my  senior 
moments  -  reminiscing  about  the  good  old  days! 

Back  to  the  present.  So,  what  does  this  have 
to  do  with  African  violets?  EVERYTHING! 
Although  many  of  us  no  longer  drudge  through 
our  annual  spring  home  cleaning,  spring  is  a  time 
of  renewal  in  nature.  Plants  begin  to  explode 
with  growth  and  vitality  after  taking  their  winter 
naps;  yes,  even  houseplants  know  when  spring 
is  here.  So,  in  order  to  get  our  African  violets  to 
look  their  best  and  exhibit  optimal  vitality,  we 


need  to  start  thinking  about  spring 
cleaning. 

Many  times  we  get  a  plant,  bring  it 
into  our  home,  water  it  occasionally, 
and  remember  it  only  when  it  is  not 
blooming  as  we  would  like.  Those  of 
us  with  many  African  violets  bring 
the  plants  home,  add  them  to  our 
collection,  water  them,  disbud  and 
repot  as  needed,  and  do  general 
maintenance.  But  how  often  do  we 
actually  TAKE  CARE  of  the  plant?  This  is  where 
spring  cleaning  comes  in.  It’s  time  to  make 
everything  look  new  and  fresh! 

Take  a  good  look  at  your  African  violets  and 
their  growing  environment.  Are  the  shelves  clean 
or  are  they  full  of  dust? 

Do  you  have  soil  splat¬ 
tered  all  over  the 
shelf?  Is 
there  soil  on 
the  floor? 

Are  the 
fans  in 
your  room 

clean?  When  was  the  last  time 
you  really  cleaned  the  plants’ 
environment? 

Start  by  removing  the  plants  from  the  shelves. 
Vacuum  and  dust  the  shelves  to  remove  dust  and 
large  particles  that  may  have  accumulated.  Don’t 
forget  to  dust  off  the  light  fixture  and  light  bulbs; 
it  is  amazing  how  much  dust  accumulates  on  the 
lights.  After  you  remove  the  dust,  then  wipe 
everything  down  with  soapy  water;  this  will 
remove  some  of  those  ugly  water  stains  that 
accumulated  when  you  spilled  the  fertilizer  water 
on  the  shelf  while  you  were  watering  your 
plants.  Now,  let  the  shelves  dry.  Although  the 
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shelves  look  pretty  good  already,  we  are  not 
done.  Next,  spray  everything  with  Lysol  (I  wipe 
everything  with  Lysol  wipes)  to  kill  any 
pathogens  that  may  be  hiding.  This  will  also 
make  the  room  smell  nice  and  fresh.  While 
you’re  at  it,  don’t  forget  to  clean  and  wipe  down 
the  wall(s)  near  your  growing  area.  If  there  is 
dust  on  your  shelves  and  light,  there  is  also  dust 
on  the  walls.  Vacuum  the  floor  around  the 
growing  area  as  well  to  remove  further  debris. 
Lastly,  wipe  down  and  spray  any  fans  you  may 
have  in  your  room  to  circulate  the  air.  You  would 
be  surprised  how  much  dust  and  grime  will  accu¬ 
mulate  on  the  fan  blades  and  protective  covers. 
Imagine  where  that  goes  when  the  fan  is  on;  it 
circulates  in  the  room.  Cleaning  the  fans  will 
reduce  the  dust  and  grime  attacking  your  plants. 

That  takes  care  of  the  environment.  Now,  we 
need  to  focus  on  the  plants  themselves.  You  have 
probably  heard  “if  you  are  comfortable,  your 
African  violet  will  be  comfortable’’  when  dealing 
with  growing  conditions.  However,  African 
violets  are  even  more  similar  to  us  than  that; 
they  like  to  be  clean.  If  you  look  at  the  underside 
of  plant  leaves  under  a  microscope,  you  will  see 
tiny  holes.  These  are  called  stomata  and  allow 
carbon  dioxide  to  enter  the  plant  which  is  needed 
for  photosynthesis  to  occur.  It  is  also  the  place 
where  one  of  the  end-products  of  photosynthesis, 
oxygen,  is  released.  Unfortunately,  dirt  and  dust 
can  accumulate  on  the  leaves  and  block  the 
stomata.  This  decreases  the  plant’s  ability  to 
photosynthesize  and  thus  reduces  the  production 
of  carbohydrates  needed  for  growth. 

Begin  by  removing  any  dead  foliage  from  the 
plant.  As  the  leaves  get  older,  they  will  begin  to 
yellow  and  eventually  die  off.  Remove  dead 
blossoms  and  bloom  stalks.  Better  yet,  com¬ 
pletely  disbud  your  plant.  Don’t  worry;  the  plant 
will  put  on  fresh,  new  growth  and  blossoms. 
Next,  take  your  plant  over  to  a  sink  and  wash 
the  leaves.  That’s  right,  WASH  the  leaves!  Forget 


what  you’ve  heard;  African  violet  leaves  CAN  get 
wet.  But,  be  careful,  do  not  place  your  plant  in 
direct  sunlight  or  bright  light  until  the  leaves  are 
completely  dry,  otherwise  the  light  will  be  mag¬ 
nified  through  the  water  spots  and  start  burning 
the  leaves.  Wash  the  leaves  by  placing  your 
plant  under  the  faucet.  Use  lukewarm  water  and 
try  not  to  saturate  the  soil.  Otherwise,  you  will 
need  to  let  the  soil  dry  out  before  watering  your 
plant.  Remove  excess  water  from  the  leaves 
carefully  using  a  paper  towel  or  a  soft  cloth  and 
let  the  leaves  air  dry  before  putting  the  plant 
back  under  your  lights. 

This  would  also  be  a  good  time  to  repot  your 
plant,  especially  if  you  have  not  repotted  in  a 
while.  As  a  rule  of  thumb,  an  African  violet 
should  be  repotted  at  least  once  per  year,  pre¬ 
ferably  two  to  four  times  per  year.  Repotting 
allows  plenty  of  room  for  new  root  production, 
provides  fresh  medium  for  the  roots  to  obtain 
nutrients,  reduces  the  likelihood  of  obtaining  a 
neck  on  your  plant,  and  most  importantly, 
repotting  makes  you  pay  more  attention  to  your 
plant  so  you  are  more  likely  to  detect  growth 
problems  earlier.  When  you  repot,  you  may  want 
to  add  a  systemic  fungicide  and/or  insecticide  to 
reduce  possible  future  problems.  When  I  spring 
clean  my  plants,  I  also  spray  my  plants  with 
Orthenex,  which  is  a  combination  of  Orthene  and 
Funginex.  This  reduces  powdery  mildew  and 
thrips  on  my  plants  for  awhile. 

All  of  this  sounds  like  a  lot  of  work,  but  when 
you  return  your  plant  back  to  its  growing  area, 
you  will  feel  that  it  is  well  worth  it.  As  my  great 
uncle  used  to  remind  me  all  the  time,  “if  it’s 
worth  doing  its  worth  doing  right!”  Your  plant 
will  reward  you  with  lush,  healthy,  vigorous 
growth  and  begin  bursting  with  flowers  in  no 
time.  Your  growing  area  and  plants  will  seem 
brighter  and  livelier.  It’s  amazing  what  a  differ¬ 
ence  cleaning  can  make.  Now,  back  to  my  senior 
moments... 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Streptocarpus 
\ Salmon 
Sunset 

Exhibited  by: 

B.  /.  Ohme 


A  Isohia 
dianthiflora 

Exhibited  by: 

June  Fallaw 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Ness '  Mini  Sota 

Exhibited  by-.  Kathy  Lahti 
Hybridized  by:  D.  Ness 
Semiminiature 
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Like  it  Hot! 


By  Sh  aron  Corton 


We  have  always  conserved  and  recycled, 
even  long  before  it  was  “fashionable.”  My 
kitchen  garbage  always  goes  in  my  vegetable 
garden,  and  lights  are  shut  off  when  not  in  use. 
My  house  heat  is  set  no  higher  than  62  degrees 
F  (1 7°C).  In  October,  I  start  wearing  long  john 
tops  and  bottoms  until  about  May.  We  use 
afghans,  quilts,  and  our  snuggly  dogs  if  we  need 
extra  warmth.  You  get  the  idea. 

We  recently  moved,  and  in  the  new  home  I 
placed  all  my  50  violets  on  shelves  in  a  northeast 
window.  Having  always  grown  violets  under 
lights,  I  was  surprised  when  they  started  to  do  very 
well  in  the  natural  light  of  this  northeast  window. 

As  usual,  I  planned  on  starting  my  vegetable 
seeds  indoors  in  February.  With  that  in  mind,  I 
finally  bought  three  indoor  greenhouses  and 
some  indoor/outdoor  thermometers  that  record 
mm/max  temperatures.  I  have  three  greenhouses 
with  four  shelves  each.  I  use  three  of  the  shelves 
for  the  violets.  In  May,  I  put  all  the  violets  on 
these  greenhouse  shelves  without  the  plastic 
around  them  and  put  away  the  other  shelves. 
Then  colder  weather  arrived.  I  began  monitoring 
the  violet  temperatures  and  was  shocked  when  I 
got  up  one  morning  to  find  the  minimum 
temperature  on  one  of  the  shelves  had  been  50° 
F  (10°C),  and  the  temperature  at  that  time  was 
52°  F  (11  °C) !  The  violets  were  still  alive  and 
hadn’t  lost  any  blossoms  or  leaves,  but  clearly  I 
had  to  come  up  with  some  sort  of  a  plan  or  the 
violets  would  freeze. 

Along  the  line  of  starting  my  vegetable 
seeds,  I  had  also  decided  to  finally  get  seedling¬ 
heating  mats.  With  the  violets  still  on  the  shelves 
of  the  greenhouses,  I  plugged  in  the  mats,  put 
the  violets  on  the  heating  mats,  and  zipped  up 
the  greenhouses  in  their  plastic,  zippered  wraps.  1 
also  placed  the  indoor  part  of  the  thermometers 


on  one  shelf,  put  the  outdoor  sensor  on  another 
shelf,  and  started  monitoring  the  temps  of  the 
African  violets’  environments.  It  took  a  while  of 
unplugging  some  of  the  mats  because  the  violet 
environment  was  too  warm  and  plugging  in 
others  to  stabilize  the  temps  to  what  I  wanted.  I 
am  keeping  the  temps  between  66°F  degrees  and 
75°F  (19  -  24°C). 

Greenhouse  #1  has  no  seedling  mat  on  the 
top  shelf,  one  mat  for  two  seedling-flats  on  the 
middle  shelf,  and  one  mat  designed  for  one 
seedling  flat  on  the  lower  shelf.  On  this 
particular  lower  shelf,  I  have  the  few  variegates. 
The  shelf  environment  usually  is  between 
69_75°F  (20-24°C),  and  the  plants  are  nicely 
maintaining  their  variegation.  The  top  shelf  is 
warm  enough  from  the  heat  on  the  second  shelf. 

Greenhouse  #2  has  a  mat  for  two  seedling 
flats  on  the  top  and  middle  shelves.  Greenhouse 
#3  has  one  double  seedling-flat  mat  and  one 
single  seedling-flat  mat  on  the  second  shelf  where 
the  violets  are.  Each  shelf  has  four  to  eight  plants 
on  them.  The  temperatures  have  stabilized  nicely, 
although  there  are  times  I  need  to  unzip  part  of  the 
greenhouses  for  a  while  because  the  temperatures 
are  getting  higher  than  75°F  (24°C).  I  zip  them 
again  when  the  area  gets  cool.  Even  though  the 
greenhouses  are  wrapped  in  their  plastic  and  are 
placed  in  front  of  insulated  windows,  the  violets 
are  still  doing  well  and,  in  general,  they  do  not 
have  elongated  leaves  or  flowers  growth.  The 
heating  mats  am  a  minimal  amount  of  energy,  the 
violets  are  warm,  and  we  still  have  the  whole 
house  temperature  at  62  °F  (17°C).  Because  of  the 
greenhouses,  the  thermometers,  and  the  seedling 
heating  mats,  we  can  all  be  comfortable. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
Publication  of  the  Bay  State  AYS 
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Question  Box  P.O.  Box  9  •  Naples,  NY  14512 

By  Ralph  Robinson  Email:  robsviolet@aolcom 


As  is  always  the  case,  we  are  far  too 
busy  to  reply  to  mail  (or  e-mail),  though 
we  do  read  all  of  it.  Should  you  want  a 
personal  reply,  we  are  more  than  willing 
to  answer  phone  calls  made  during  our 
normal  business  hours  (12-5  pm  EST), 
since  we  can  work  and  talk  at  the  same 
time.  For  those  with  access  to  the  internet, 
we  can  be  reached  at  robsvioIetaol.com  or  via 
our  web-site  at  www.violetbarn.com.  The 
web-site  also  contains  a  wealth  of  information 
(and  answers  to  many  of  your  questions) . 

Question:  We  received  our  order  of  8 
various  African  violets.  Most  of  them 
were  planted  in  self -watering  planters. 
They  are  not  progressing.  I  would 
appreciate  any  help  you  could  give  me. 

Answer:  Though  we’ve  addressed  this 
question  many  times  before,  we  get  it  so 
frequently,  it  can  be  addressed  again.  It  is  likely 
the  single  most-asked  question  we  receive. 
There  is  nothing  inherently  wrong  about 
growing  in  self-watering  or  “violet”  pots,  but 
when  using  them,  you  MUST  use  a  VERY 
porous,  light  soil  mix.  Do  NOT  use  commercially 
sold  “violet  soil”  (like  those  found  at  your 
garden  center,  supermarket,  or  department 
store)  for  ‘violet”  pots,  for  your  violets  (for  that 
matter  not  all  “violet”  fertilizers  are  best,  either) . 
Putting  the  word  “violet”  on  the  label  doesn’t 
make  it  good  for  your  violets-in  fact,  usually 
worse.  It’s  good  marketing,  and  plenty  of  soil, 
pots,  and  fertilizer  is  sold  because  of  it,  but  this 
doesn’t  make  it  correct. 

Why  the  strong  words?  Along  with  the 
above  letter  was  enclosed  the  instructions  for 
using  the  self-watering  pots  in  question.  To 
quote  from  the  instruction  booklet,  “While 
African  violets  like  constant  moisture,  they  do 
not  like  to  be  soggy.  In  these  pots,  this  requires 
soil  that  is  very  porous”.  This  advice  is  correct, 
and  should  be  followed  when  using 


self-watering  pots.  It  then  goes  on  to 
give  the  following  recommended  soil 
recipe,  which  it  states  can  be  used,  “with 
excellent  results”.  2  quarts  peat  moss,  1 
quart  perlite,  1  quart  vermiculite.  Added 
to  this  is  1  cup  of  powdered  lime  and  1 
cup  of  dehydrated  cow  manure.  This  mix 
is  not  nearly  porous  enough,  and  if  used 
with  the  self-watering  pots,  would  explain  this 
grower’s  lack  of  success  growing  his  violets. 
The  instruction  booklet  does  state  elsewhere 
that  you  can  “..add  perlite  and  vermiculite  to 
purchased  African  violet  soil  to  increase  the 
porosity.  Commercial  soils  are  often  much  too 
heavy  and  could  drown  your  plant”. 

So,  what  kind  of  soil  should  be  used  for 
self-watering,  “violet”  pots?  One  containing  AT 
LEAST  fifty  percent  perlite  or  other  relatively 
non-absorbent  material.  Vermiculite,  though  it 
does  help  lighten  the  soil,  still  absorbs  too  much 
water  to  be  sufficient  as  an  additive.  Adding 
ingredients  like  manure  or  topsoil  only  serves  to 
make  the  soil  even  heavier  and  LESS  porous. 
The  soil  recipe  above  should  have  at  least  three 
times  the  amount  of  perlite  shown! 

Two  lessons  to  be  learned  here.  First,  “buyer 
beware”.  Don’t  believe  everything  you  read  on 
the  label.  It’s  there  to  get  you  to  spend  your 
money  on  it,  and  may  or  may  not  be  the  best 
advice.  Second,  select  (or  mix)  soils  using  the 
following  rule:  the  wetter  you  intend  to  keep 
your  plant,  the  more  perlite  to  include  in  your 
mix. 

Question:  I  have  several  African  violets 
10+ years  old.  Reading  one  of  your  (web) 
pages ,  it  said  when  repotting  to  use  the 
same  size  pot.  Before  I  found  your 
information ,  I  used  to  transplant  them 
into  bigger  pots  as  they  got  bigger.  My 
question  is,  when  /  repot  them,  should  I 
put  them  in  smaller  pots,  instead  of  the 
large  ones  they're  in?  1  have  two  plants  in 
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one  pot  Should  /  separate  them  and  put 
them  in  smaller  pots ?  I  also  have  4  in 
veiy  small  pots ,  do  I  always  keep  them  in 
that  size  pot? 

Answer:  Three  questions,  but  the  answer  to 
each  follows  the  same  general  principle.  In  each 
case,  use  a  pot  only  as  large  (or  only  slightly 
larger)  than  the  existing  root  system.  This  will 
be  determined  by  genetics  (the  maximum 
potential  size  for  that  variety) ,  maturity,  and  the 
health  of  the  plant.  For  standard-size  varieties, 
a  4”  or  5”  pot  will  be  sufficient  when  grown  as 
a  “house”  plant  (not  disbudded  and  grown  for 
exhibition).  For  mini  and  semiminiature 
varieties,  no  larger  than  a  2"  pot  should  be 
used.  Those  plants  in  larger  pots,  assuming 
they  are  single  crowned,  likely  have  a  root  bail 
no  larger  than  4”  in  diameter.  The  remainder 
likely  is  excess  soil  containing  few,  if  any,  roots. 
In  this  case,  potting  down  into  smaller  (4  or  5 
inch)  pots  would  be  suggested. 

If  there  are  multiple  plants  in  a  pot,  divide 
these  into  individual  plants,  and  pot  each  into 
its  own  pot.  The  size  of  this  pot  will  again 
depend  upon  the  size  of  the  root  system  on  that 
particular  plant.  If  there  are  no  roots  on  the 
plant  once  separated,  then  use  a  small,  2"  or 
2  1/2"  pot,  filled  with  moist  (not  soggy)  soil. 
Firmly  press  the  base  of  the  plant  into  the  moist 
soil  (so  it  doesn’t  wobble) ,  then  place  the  plant 
and  pot  into  a  clear  plastic  baggie.  Set  in  a 
location  with  light,  but  not  hot  sun.  In  about 
4-6  weeks,  it  will  have  produced  roots,  and  the 
baggie  can  be  removed.  Finally,  as  for  the  four 
plants  in  very  small  pots,  they  can  remain  there 
if  they  are  mini  or  semiminiature  varieties,  since 
their  root  system  will  remain  small,  and  larger 
pots  won’t  be  necessary.  For  these,  repotting 
means  potting  into  the  same  or  same  sized  pot 
with  fresh  soil.  If  these  plants  are  immature 
standard-sized  varieties,  pot  into  larger  pots  as 
their  (root)  growth  demands. 

Question:  I  was  considering  putting 
miniature  violets  in  my  12"  by  20" 
terrarium.  But  I  notice  your  instructions 
say  never  put  them  in  a  pot  larger  than  2 


1/2"  inches.  Does  this  mean  they  wonft 
grow  well  in  a  terrarium ? 

Answer:  Mini  violets  can  be  grown  in  a 
terrarium,  with  some  precautions.  A  terrarium, 
particularly  if  enclosed,  poses  two  problems  for 
growing  African  violets.  First,  is  the  problem  of 
proper  drainage  of  water  from  the  soil.  In  most 
cases,  there  is  none.  Since  violets  don’t  like  to 
be  kept  constantly  soggy,  and  moisture 
evaporates  (very)  slowly  from  a  terrarium, 
watering  must  be  done  very  carefully  and  only 
when  necessary.  Using  a  light  soil  helps, 
though  additives,  like  perlite,  and  often  look 
unsightly  when  the  soil  is  visible  through  the 
glass.  A  second  related  problem  is  the  high 
humidity  and  lack  of  air  circulation  inside  a 
terrarium.  This  makes  diligent  pruning  and 
cleaning  of  your  violet  very  important.  Spent 
blooms  need  to  be  removed  the  moment  they 
begin  to  fade,  lest  they  rot.  Mildew,  fungus,  and 
other  disease  or  pests  can  quickly  spread  in 
such  an  environment  if  plants  are  not  kept 
healthy  and  neat.  That  said,  if  the  proper 
precautions  are  taken,  there  is  no  reason  that 
violets  can’t  do  well  grown  in  them. 

Question:  /  love  the  Episcias,  but  I 
hear  that  they  need  warmth  and 
humidity.  I  live  in  Salt  Lake,  where  it  is 
dry  in  the  summer  and  cold  in  the  winter. 
Would  you  recommend  these,  and  if  so, 
which  ones  are  easier? 

Answer:  Episcias  are  wonderful  and  very 
easy  to  grow  relatives  of  the  African  violet. 
They  have  very  colorful  leaves,  are  very  fast, 
vigorous  (sometimes  too  much  so)  growers, 
and  require  much  the  same  care  as  do  violets. 
Also,  contrary  to  popular  opinion,  they  are 
excellent  bloomers,  so  long  as  you  limit  the 
growth  of  stolons.  Blooms  are  usually  bright 
orange  or  red,  but  also  can  be  found  in  pink, 
yellow,  blue,  and  even  white,  and  are  produced 
nearly  continuously  year-round,  when  properly 
cared  for. 

It  is  true  that  episcias  are  truly  tropical  plants 
that  do  best  when  provided  warm  and  humid 
conditions.  Most  modern  hybrids  though  will  do 
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perfectly  fine  in  the  typical  home  environment. 
Grown  indoors,  temperature  is  rarely  a  concern, 
unless  your  usual  at-home  attire  is  heavy 
sweaters  and  wool  socks.  Just  don’t  grow  them 
on  that  cold  windowsill  pressed  up  against  the 
even  colder  window.  Though  they  prefer  high 
humidity,  most  will  tolerate  moderately  dry  air 
in  the  home.  To  help  increase  the  humidity 
around  the  plants,  try  growing  plants  in  small 
groups  and/or  over  or  atop  a  damp  surface,  like 
capillary  matting  or  blankets.  For  the  fussiest 
plants,  try  growing  in  a  terrarium  or  other 
enclosed  container.  Episcias  LOVE  terrariums,  if 
you  have  one  large  enough  to  accommodate 
them.  There  are,  however,  some  episcias  that 
can  be  difficult  if  not  given  both  warmth  and 
humidity.  ‘Cleopatra’  is  an  example  of  a  varie¬ 
gated  variety  you  might  be  familiar  with.  These 
will  have  colorful  pink,  white,  and  green  leaves 
and  are  difficult  to  grow  in  anything  other  than 
a  warm  humid  environment. 

Question:  I  ordered  two  semimini  vio¬ 
lets  this  spring,  one  of  which  is  uGolden 
Eye”.  I  wanted  a  yellow  violet ,  and  I  was 
sure  the  description  said  it  was  yellow.  I 


have  my first flower,  and  it  is  white.  Can 
you  advise  me  on  this? 

Answer:  Be  patient,  it  likely  will  show  more 
yellow  in  the  bloom  at  a  later  time.  This  is  a 
frequent  complaint  from  growers  of  “yellow” 
varieties,  and  we  make  a  point  of  warning  them 
beforehand.  To  begin  with,  “yellow”  violets  is 
an  often  misleading  term  used  by  hobbyists, 
since  no  variety  that  we  know  of  looks  quite 
like  a  daffodil.  Most  varieties  are  a  mottling  of 
yellow  -  yellow  on  white,  or  yellow  on  pink, 
usually.  The  yellow  that  is  there  IS  yellow,  but  it 
appears  in  varying  amounts.  How  much 
appears  depends  upon  variety,  maturity,  and 
environment,  particularly  temperature.  For 
example,  “Golden  Eye”,  at  least  for  us,  shows 
more  yellow  when  grown  cooler.  There  are 
other  varieties,  however,  than  can  show  more 
when  grown  warmer,  or  “in  between”.  Under 
the  best  of  conditions,  many  can  appear  very, 
almost  completely,  yellow.  At  other  times,  these 
same  plants  can  show  very  little  yellow,  or  none 
at  all.  This  may  change,  as  hybridizers  improve 
upon  the  currently  available  varieties,  and  is 
likely  to,  given  this  color  didn’t  even  exist  in 
collections  only  20  years  ago. 
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101  Oak  Heights  Drive  •  Oakdale,  PA  15071 

Email:  georgena@verizon.net 


A  Family  Portrait 

By  Georgene  Albrecht 


Achimenes  are  among  the  easiest 
gesneriads  to  grow  outside  during 
spring  and  fall.  Color  is  almost  true 
as  this  photo  was  taken  on  my  patio 
table  about  noon.  Varieties  are 
commonly  found  on  the  internet  or 
from  gesneriad  suppliers.  The  large 
blue  bloom  is  A.  Mexicana ,  the 
yellow  is  ‘Yellow  Beauty’  and  the 
white  with  violet  veins  is  ‘Ambroise 
Verschaffelt.’  The  small  salmon 
bloom  is  ‘Queen  of  Sheba,’  and  the  larger, 
darker  salmon  is  ‘Tarantella.’  The  lovely  pink  is 
‘Pink  Showers.’  The  double  red  is  A.  ‘Desiree,’ 


in  a  ten-inch  basket,  and  they  will  put 
on  a  real  show.  Pinch  the  new  growth 
back  to  two  leaves,  and  they  will 
branch  out.  Root  the  cuttings.  Grow  in 
any  good  potting  soil  with  moisture 
retaining  polymers  and  time-released 
fertilizer  added.  They  like  dappled  sun 
and  can  adapt  to  full  sun  in  the 
northern  states.  If  they  receive 
temperatures  less  than  55°F,  they  will 
collapse  and  become  dormant. 

If  lower  leaves  become  yellow,  they  are  not 
getting  enough  nitrogen,  so  add  water-soluble  fer¬ 
tilizer.  This  can  happen  after  a  long  period  of  rain 


Achimenes 


and  the  hot  pink  is  ‘Pink  Frost.’  They  are  all 
prolific  bloomers. 

These  are  among  the  most  beautiful  hanging 
baskets  in  the  world.  Plant  ten  to  twelve  rhizomes 


washes  nutrients  from  the  soil.  They  can  stay  in 
the  same  basket  for  two  years  but  have  too 
many  increases  in  rhizomes  to  stay  longer.  They 
must  bloom  to  produce  more  rhizomes  large 
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enough  to  grow  on  their  own.  If  you  want  to 
extend  their  bloom  period,  bring  them  in  and  place 
them  very  close  under  two  fluorescent  tubes. 

Sometimes  the  plants  will  produce  propagules 
under  the  leaf  nodes.  They  are  like  small  rhi¬ 
zomes  that  can  be  planted  and  will  produce 
growth.  They  do  not  store  well.  If  you  can,  have 
Achimenes  shipped  only  during  warm  weather.  If 
the  rhizomes  are  brown  or  mushy,  they  are  dam¬ 
aged  and  will  not  grow  well.  I  have  read  that  one 
can  flake  off  all  the  scales  and  grow  each  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  plant.  This  has  never  worked  for  me.  One 
can  easily  break  a  rhizome  in  half  and  have  each 
piece  grow. 

Store  them  in  a  fairly  warm  place  in  their 
growing  container  or  in  a  plastic  bag  with  some 
vermiculite.  About  February  you  will  notice  the 
tiny  thread-like  growth  starting.  The  threads  will 
elongate  and  start  producing  small  leaves.  Plant 
them  about  an  inch  below  the  soil  level  and 
water  well.  My  all-time  favorite  variety  is  ‘Purple 
King.’  It  isn’t  in  the  photo  because  it  had  been 
chilled  and  stopped  blooming.  It  is  a  good  idea  to 
look  and  see  if  there  are  new  rhizomes  in  each 


pot.  If  there  aren’t,  take  cuttings  and  root  them  or 
you  will  lose  the  variety  completely. 

Beginning  with  the  March/ April  AVM,  I’ll  be 
sharing  this  column  with  a  wonderful  grower 
named  Mel  Grice.  He  is  from  Ohio  and  con¬ 
sistently  wins  Best  in  Class  or  Best  Gesneriad  in 
our  shows.  Here  he  is  shown  with  his 
award-winning  Streptocarpus  at  the  Ohio  State 
Show  in  September  2009. 


Mel  Grice 


Annual  Luncheon  Auction 

Edna  Rourke 

99  Old  Stratford  Road  •  Shelton,  CT  06484-6129 
Email  Apapillon@aol.com 
203-926-9716 


It’s  time  to  start  planning  for  the  AVSA 
Raleigh  Convention.  Thoughts  of  convention 
bring  to  mind  the  luncheon  auction.  Our  past 
auctions  have  been  very  successful  and  always 
a  lot  of  fun,  due  to  the  very  generous  donations 
of  our  members,  both  amateur  and  commercial. 
Raleigh  will  be  a  very  special  convention  -  so 
let’s  make  this  auction  a  very  special  event. 

AVSA  has  been  blessed  with  many  talented 
members  who  have  donated  to  our  auctions  in 
the  past.  I  hope  they  will  consider  donating  a 
violet-related  item  or  craft  to  the  Raleigh 
auction,  either  as  an  individual  member  or  a 
club.  To  our  commercial  members  and  hybridiz¬ 
ers  I  extend  an  invitation  to  donate  either  sup¬ 


plies  or  newly  introduced  plant  material.  Your 
donations  are  always  so  important  to  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  our  auction.  Donations  of  violet  related 
items  will  be  gratefully  accepted. 

A  listing  of  all  donations  and  contributors 
will  be  listed  in  a  special  notice  at  the  auction 
and  our  generous  contributors  will  also  be 
acknowledged  in  the  AVM. 

If  you  plan  to  make  a  donation  or  want  to 
help  in  some  way,  please  let  me  know  as  soon 
as  possible.  You  can  reach  me  at  home  or  by 
phone  or  email.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  from 
you.  Many  thanks  for  your  continued  help  and 
support.  Let’s  make  this  a  special  event.  See 
you  in  Raleigh! 
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Grooming  and  Judging 
Your  Plants  Before  Show 

By  Marie  Montague 


It  has  always  been  my  belief  that  with  a  little 
work,  reading,  and  looking  closely  at  others’ 
show  plants,  it  is  possible  to  judge  one’s  own 
single-crowned  plants  before  show. 

Grooming  begins  as  soon  as  you  purchase  a 
plant  or  transfer  a  baby  plant  to  a  2 -inch  pot. 
Each  time  you  water,  take  a  close  look  for 
suckers,  baby  leaves,  and  the  symmetry  of  your 
plant.  Single-crowned  plants  have  three  baby 
leaves  at  center,  and  in  the  early  stage,  you  will 
probably  remove  three  outer  baby  leaves.  Follow 
your  pest  control  program,  the  fertilizer  program 
you  prefer,  and  make  sure  there  are  no  signs  of 
powdery  mildew. 

It  is  now  October  (7  months  until  show),  and 
it’s  time  to  seriously  begin  grooming.  Your  plants 
at  this  point  should  look  like  show  plants.  Now  is 
the  time  to  repot  in  fresh  soil  and  make  sure  the 
plant  is  in  the  correct  pot.  Standards  should  be  in 
pots  three  times  their  size  (most  are  in  4-inch 
pots.)  Miniatures  (plants  six  inches  in  diameter) 
and  semi-miniatures  (plants  eight  inches  in 
diameter)  are  shown  in  2 -inch  pots  but  not  larger 
than  2  1/2  inches.  At  this  time,  I’m  not 
concerned  about  removing  baby  leaves. 

When  repotting,  leave  a  1/2  inch  at  the  top  of 
the  pot.  Then  if  a  neck  appears,  it  is  easy  to 
scrape  down  and  add  more  soil.  Set  leaves  to 
share  with  others. 

Select  the  plants  that  you  want  to  show  and 
take  a  close  look  at: 

Symmetry:  Leaves  should  radiate  outward 
from  center  much  like  spokes  on  a  wheel.  There 
should  be  no  gaps  (missing  leaves.)  If  there  is  a 
very  damaged  leaf  in  the  2nd  or  3rd  row,  this  is 
the  time  to  remove.  Surrounding  leaves  can  be 
moved  with  toothpicks  or  swizzle  sticks  over 
time  to  gently  eliminate  a  gap. 

Condition:  Pretend  that  this  is  the  day  of 
entry.  Is  the  plant  you  are  entering  growing  true 
to  AVML  or  FC2  description?  If  variegated,  is 


variegation  across  entire  plant?  If  too  much, 
decrease  lighting;  if  not  enough,  increase. 

Check  to  see  if  blossoms  are  correct  color  or 
hue  and  if  multi-colored  that  you  can  see 
multi-coloring. 

Since  you’ve  been  grooming  as  you  water, 
there  should  be  no  suckers  or  damaged  leaves, 
and  leaves  should  be  clean  (no  dust,  pet  hair.)  I 
use  a  small  paintbrush  with  texture  sufficient  to 
remove  dust  and  not  damage  leaves. 

Going  to  Show 

At  least  a  week  before  show,  place  your  plant 
on  a  table  and  take  a  close  look  at  it.  Make  sure 
again  that  leaves  are  clean,  no  suckers,  stained 
leaves,  etc.  (1  point  deduction  for  each.)  A  wet 
paintbrush  works  well.  Lift  the  plant  over  your 
head  and  check  to  see  if  there  are  any  baby 
leaves  to  remove  (1  point  deduction  each.) 
Plants  with  powdery  mildew  cannot  be  entered. 

Look  from  the  crown  outward.  If  you  see 
gaps,  remove  leaves  (one  at  a  time)  from  the 
outer  edge.  It  isn’t  necessary  to  remove  the 
whole  row.  Sometimes  removing  two  or  three 
leaves  will  be  sufficient.  Three  points,  or  less,  will 
be  deducted  for  a  gap.  Check  to  make  sure 
miniatures  are  less  than  6  inches  in  diameter, 
and  8  inches  for  semi  miniatures. 

Check  to  see  if  a  small  neck  has  formed.  If  so, 
scrape  and  add  soil.  You  left  1/2  at  top  when 
repotting,  so  fill  pots  with  fresh  soil.  We’ve  all 
repotted  just  before  show  (even  hours  before 
entry).  Some  plants  can  withstand  this  shock 
while  others  will  droop.  You  might  pass  entry 
and  be  embarrassed  the  next  day  when  the 
plants  look  like  they  are  dying. 

Blossoms:  Remove  petiole  and  peduncle 
stubs  (1  point  deduction  each)  and  spent 
blossoms  (1/2  point  each.) 

Blossom  count:  This  is  probably  the  most 
difficult  to  determine  although  only  1/2  point  is 
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deducted  for  each  missing  blossom.  Rule  of 
thumb:  6-12  for  miniature,  10-20  for  semi¬ 
miniatures.  Standards  are  different  -  it  depends 
on  the  diameter  and  growth  of  variety.  On  an 
older  variety,  large  standard,  14  blossoms  might 
be  sufficient  for  rosette.  Rule  of  thumb:  20-25 
blossoms  on  large  standard,  10-15  on  small 
standards. 

Point  deduction  is  only  mentioned  as  a  guide. 
If  you  are  pleased  with  your  plant,  the  judges 
will  probably  be  as  well.  All  you  need  is  90  to 


100  points  for  a  Blue  Ribbon! 

Note:  The  veiy  best  guide  for  grooming  and 
showing  is  the  AVSA  Handbook  for  Growers, 
Exhibitors  and  Judges.  This  article  was  started 
many  years  before  I  became  a  Judge  (I  had  a 
Handbook  and  wonderful  mentor.) 

New  growers:  purchase  the  Handbook  and 
attend  Judging  School. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 


Top  Ten  Reasons  to  Attend  2010  AVSA  Convention 

By  Tom  Glembocki,  AVSA  2010  Convention  Chair 


Why  should  you  come  to  the  64th  Annual 
AVSA  Convention  and  Show  in  Raleigh,  NC? 
Here  are  my  top  ten  reasons  to  join  us  in  Raleigh. 
©  10.  You’re  a  board  or  executive  board  member 
and  have  to  attend  AVSA  business  meetings  or 
you’ll  be  fired. 

0  9.  Your  name  is  Ron  Davidson  and  this  is 
your  first  AVSA  Convention  as  President. 

0  8.  Avoid  the  winter  weather.  The  azaleas 
and  dogwoods  will  be  at  their  peak  in  Raleigh. 
Come  enjoy  a  breath  of  spring  air  and  sunshine. 
0  7.  Raleigh  is  central  for  driving  or  flying,  so 
you  will  see  many  people  you’ve  missed  for 
years. 

0  6.  You’re  a  NASCAR  fan  -  visit  the  Halls  of 
King  Richard,  the  Richard  Petty  Nascar  Museum. 
0  5.  You  want  to  see  a  frost-hardy  Gesneriad 
on  our  tour  of  Plant  Delights. 

0  4.  You  love  good  food.  Raleigh  has  several 
award-winning  restaurants,  one  with  a  celebrity 
chef. 

0  3.  You  love  shopping,  and  Raleigh  is  a  shop¬ 
ping  mecca. 

0  2.  You  want  to  visit  the  room  full  of 
commercial  vendors  to  see  what’s  new. 


0  2.  You’re  a  Gesnereophile  and  know  that 
some  of  the  top  growers  and  hybridizers  in  the 
world  will  be  there,  giving  lectures  and  showing 
their  plants. 

0  1.  It’s  all  about  the  violets!  Where  else  are 
you  going  to  walk  into  a  showroom  of  1,000 
African  violets,  Gesneriads,  and  award-winning 
designs  on  display? 

Well,  there  you  have  it.  Make  sure  you  get 
your  travel  plans  in  order  as  we  approach  April 
11,  2010,  the  start  of  ‘’The  Once  and  Future 
Violet.”  See  you  in  Raleigh! 

Libbie  Glembocki  has  volunteered  to 
coordinate  the  convention  goody  bag  collection. 
If  you  have  any  items  to  donate  to  the  goody 
bags ;  or  if  your  club  is  looking  for  a  nice  project 
to  be  recognized  by  all  AVSA  2010  attendees, 
send  your  items  to  Libbie:  103  Downing  Place, 
Apex,  NC  27502.  You  can  also  send  general 
convention  items  to  this  address  to  avoid  hotel 
handling  charges.  Libbie  or  1  will  make  sure 
your  item  is  delivered  to  a  secure  room  at  the 
hotel 
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tro  Patterns 


By  John 

Petrocosmeas  are  great  gesneriads  to  grow  as 
companion  plants  with  African  violets.  They  adapt 
well  to  growing  on  light  stands  and  are  close  in 


Beaulieu 

size  to  the  average  semiminiature  African  violet. 
The  main  concern  would  be  that  they  do  not  like 
the  high  end  temperatures  enjoyed  by  gesneriads 
such  as  Episcia.  If  your  plant  room  is  very  warm, 
you  should  grow  them  on  the  lower  shelves. 

They  will  bloom  with  flowers  that  are  very 
similar  to  those  of  the  species  African  violets,  but  it 
is  the  wonderful  foliage  that  helps  make  them  so 
popular.  Even  out  of  bloom,  these  plants  look  great 
with  their  often  hairy  leaves  forming  wonderful 
symmetrical  patterns. 


A  typical  Petrocosmea flower 


Petrocosmea  \ Flutter  Nutter’ 
grown  by  Beverley  Williams 


Petrocosmea  sericea  grown 
by  Brett  Flewelling 


Petrocosmea  rosettifolia 
grown  by  Marina  DeSouza 
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NOTICE  OF  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT 

TO  AVSA  BYLAWS 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the  following 
proposed  amendment  to  AVSA  Bylaws  Article 
VIII,  Executive  Committee,  paragraph  1  will  be 
voted  on  at  the  AVSA  2010  Annual  Convention 
at  Raleigh,  NC. 

Mary  Lou  Harden,  Chair,  AVSA  Bylaws  Committee 
Christel  H.  Collier  Sue  Ramser 

Ruth  Goeke  Lynne  Wilson 

Bob  Green 

The  current  language  of  Article  VIII,  Paragraph  1 ,  is: 

Article  VIII 
Executive  Committee 

1.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the 
President,  First  Vice  President,  Second  Vice 
President,  Third  Vice  President,  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  Chair  of  the  Finance  Committee  and 
the  Immediate  Past  President,  provided  that, 
that  person  has  completed  the  full  term  as 
President  of  the  Society.  Otherwise,  the 
President,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  may  appoint  another  Past 
President  to  serve  in  this  capacity. 


If  adopted,  Article  VIII,  Paragraph  1 ,  will  read: 

Article  VIII 
Executive  Committee 

1.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the 
President,  First  Vice  President,  Second  Vice 
President,  Third  Vice  President,  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  and  the  Immediate  Past  President, 
provided  that,  that  person  has  completed  the 
full  term  as  President  of  the  Society.  Other¬ 
wise,  the  President,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  may  appoint  another 
Past  President  to  serve  in  this  capacity.  The 
Finance  Committee  Chair  shall  also  be  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Executive  Committee  but  will  not 
have  voting  privileges. 

Rationale:  The  Finance  Chair  is  not  elected  to 
the  Executive  Committee  by  the  membership  as 
are  the  other  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  Finance  Chair  is  appointed  by  the 
president  of  AVSA  every  two  (2)  years  like  all 
other  committee  chairs.  Therefore,  the  Finance 
Chair  should  not  have  a  vote. 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 
35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 
1  October  2009  to  10  November  2009 


Geneva 

Ohio  State  AVS 


Thumbprint 

Unpredictables  AV/MO 
Gwen  Goodship-Patience 
Frances  Kilpatrick 
Jaime  E.  Curbelo 


Diana  Trowbridge 
Gail  Podany 
Nancy  Arakaki 
Venetta  Fregni 
Doris  Laumann 
Brenda  Brasfield 
Felicia  Wdowiak 
Susan  Carter 
Thelma  LeBlanc 


TOTALS  $209.00 
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Vintage  Violets  2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 

By  Barbara  Elkin,  Committee  Chairman  Email:  bjbarl21@yahoo.com 


There  are  two  ways  to  look  at  every¬ 
thing:  half  full  or  half  empty. 

I  lost  a  very  good  partner  on  the 
Vintage  Violet  Committee,  Jeanne  Ayer, 
who  is  tops  in  research  and  also  writes 
science  fiction.  I  will  miss  Jeanne,  as 
Vintage  Violet  takes  a  lot  of  time  doing 
research,  and  she  provided  much  needed  help. 

However,  as  luck  would  have  it,  1  am  very 
fortunate  to  have  found  another  partner 
whose  name  is  Shirley  Ann  McKenna, 
although  she  prefers  to  be  called  Sam,  which 
are  her  initials.  Sam  lives  in  Redwood  City, 
California,  but  is  moving  to  the  Sierra 
Foothills  where  she  has  purchased  a  new 
home.  Capital  City  AVS  and  Delta  Gesneriad  & 
AVS  will  welcome  her  with  open  arms.  Sam  is 
an  Advanced  African  Violet  Judge,  Student 
Gesneriad  Judge,  does  exquisite  designs,  and 


is  an  excellent  cook.  I  ought  to  know 
as  I  have  eaten  many  of  her  dishes 
while  judging  San  Mateo  County  AVS 
shows.  I  would  say  that  for  the  San 
Mateo  club,  their  loss  is  our  gain. 

Now  to  the  present:  The  AVSA  Vintage 
Violets  Committee  and  The  Wanted  List  are 
now  being  listed  on  the  AVSA  Website  at 
http  ://www.  a' vsa .  org/Library /Vintage' Violets  .pdf. 
With  the  rising  cost  of  printing  the  list  in  the 
African  Violet  Magazine ,  this  is  the  only 
plausible  way  to  do  it.  The  list  will  be  there  for 
everyone  to  see.  However,  if  you  do  not  have  a 
computer,  you  only  have  to  ask  the  AVSA  Office 
for  a  copy  of  the  current  list.  The  list  will  be 
mailed  to  you  at  no  cost. 

Now  my  work  is  cut  out  for  me  as  1  have  to 
keep  the  list  current.  It  will  change  often,  so 
check  the  website  for  any  changes. 


AVSA  College 
Scholarship 


It  is  with  great  pleasure  and  pride  that  we 
announce  the  guidelines  of  the  AVSA  College 
Scholarship,  available  for  the  fourth  year.  The 
award  is  for  $500  to  $1000  which  may  be 
used  for  tuition,  books,  or  fees. 

•  Applicants  should  be  enrolled  in  a  4  year 
undergraduate  program  or  in  a  graduate 
program  of  an  accredited  University  or 
College. 

•  Applicants  should  be  majoring  in 
Ornamental  Horticulture,  Floriculture,  or  an 
equivalent  program. 

•  Applicants  should  have  a  minimum  “B” 
average  and  have  completed  at  least  24 
semester  or  quarter  hour  credits  by  the 
beginning  of  the  spring,  2006  semester. 


This  is  a  one-time  award  with  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  reapply  in  subsequent  years  and  is 
funded  by  the  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund  of 
AVSA. 

Applications  can  be  downloaded  from 
the  AVSA  web  site,  www.avsa.org,  or  may 
be  ordered  from  the  AVSA  Office:  AVSA 
Scholarship  Application,  2375  North  St., 
Beaumont,  TX  77702. 

Application  deadline  is  March  1,  2010. 
All  completed  applications  should  be  sent  to: 


Dr.  Elmer  Godeny 

11473  Denham  Rd. 
Gonzalez,  LA  70806 
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We  Met  the  Yard  Sale  Challenge! 

By  Kathy  Bell 


The  Tucson  African  Violet  Society  had  a  yard 
sale  on  a  weekend  in  mid-October,  to  raise 
money  for  AVSA’s  Booster  Fund.  We  raised 
$367.10!  Yea! 

Since  I  was  the  one  who  made  the  yard  sale 
challenge  to  all  the  AVSA  clubs,  my  club  had  to 
have  a  sale,  and  it  was  at  my  house.  1  had  been 
storing  items  in  my  garage  for  several  months 
waiting  for  this  moment. 

One  thing  that  is  very  important  when  having 
a  yard  sale  is  to  have  lots  of  food  for  your 
workers.  With  the  food  I  had  purchased  and 
some  that  others  brought,  we  were  happy  all 
weekend! 

On  Friday,  the  day  before  the  sale  started,  my 
mother,  who  is  not  a  club  member,  joined  us  in 
pricing  and  setting  up  for  our  sale.  We  worked  for 
several  hours  in  the  morning,  had  lunch,  and 
then  finished  up  around  that  evening. 

The  next  morning  at  7  o’clock,  we  had  cus¬ 
tomers.  The  club  members  all  worked  hard  until 
1  p.m.,  and  we  made  about  $300.00. 


A  O  _ _ _  pVC 

The  same  club  members  came  back  on 
Sunday.  We  were  open  from  eight  in  the  morning 
to  about  noon,  when  we  began  to  pack  every¬ 
thing  up.  There  weren’t  nearly  as  many  shoppers 
on  Sunday,  but  we  did  make  about  $67. 

We  had  a  lot  of  nice  items  for  sale,  and  we 
probably  would  have  made  more  money  if  it  had 
not  been  the  HOTTEST  weekend  of  the  month  of 
October.  In  fact,  we  even  broke  records  for  the 
hottest  day  that  Saturday,  with  96°,  and  Sunday 
was  also  too  warm  for  many  shoppers. 

Even  though  it  was  a  lot  of  work,  everyone 
had  fun,  and  it  was  for  a  good  cause.  I  want  to 
thank  my  mother  and  the  Tucson  AVS  club 
members,  for  all  their  help  -  either  for  the  items 
they  donated,  for  working  at  the  sale,  or  both! 
Thank  you  all  so  very  much! 

I  want  to  send  out  a  special  thanks  to  one  of 
our  members,  Barbara  Fuller,  who  was  our  best 
shopper  and  purchased  so  many  items,  not  only 
for  herself,  but  also  for  her  family.  Thanks, 
Barbara! 

o 


Getting  Rid  of  Thrips 

By  Joyce  Stork 


Generally,  systemic  insecticides  are  not  effec¬ 
tive  on  thrips.  This  is  because  the  molecule  of 
the  chemical  is  too  large  to  pass  through  the 
ducts  in  the  peduncles  and  pedicels  (blossom 
stems).  The  systemic  will  kill  thrips  feeding  on 
the  foliage,  but  the  blossoms  remain  quite  safe 
for  them  to  eat.  Probably,  the  chemical  that  is 
most  effective  at  this  time  is  Conserve  SC.  It  has 
a  longer  term  effect,  and  should  only  be  used 
three  or  four  times  a  year.  It  is  quite  expensive 
for  the  average  home  grower.  Neem  oil,  which 
is  much  less  expensive,  is  also  reasonably  effec¬ 
tive  on  insects  including  thrips,  but  it  works 
more  slowly  since  it  doesn’t  actually  kill  the 
thrips,  but  rather  prevents  the  thrips  from  repro¬ 


ducing.  Both  are  safe  to  use  to  spray  violets  and 
will  not  spot  if  you  use  a  Fine  mist  and  distilled 
water. 

Just  getting  the  leaves  wet  will  not  harm  a 
violet.  It  can  be  harmful  to  have  a  pool  of  water 
in  the  center  of  the  crown,  and  wet  leaves  and 
sunshine  will  result  in  desiccated  spots.  The 
minerals  in  tap  water  may  leave  water  spots 
that  are  hard  to  remove.  Many  show  growers 
wash  their  violets  before  the  show,  but  they 
carefully  blot  the  excess  moisture  off  and  allow 
them  to  dry  before  putting  them  back  in  the 
light. 

From  AVSA’s  FAQ  Section 
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2010  AVSA  Convention  Tours 


These  are 
just  a  few  of 
the  tours 
you  will  be 
able  to  enjoy 
in  beautiful 
Raleigh,  NC, 
April  11-18, 
2010. 


NC  State  Fanner’s  Market 


Duke  Gardens 


Seagrove  Potteries 


Duke  Gardens 
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Seagrove  Potteries 


?• 


Richard  Petty  Museum 


Duke  Gardens 


Anne  &  Frank  Tinari  Endowment  Fund 

Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 

September  1  -  C 

ictober  28,  2009 

Geneva 

Two-tone 

African  Violet  Society  of  Dayton  (OH) 

First  African  Violet  Society  of  Denton  (TX) 

Billings  Bloomers  African  Violet  Society 

(In  lieu  of  a  speaker’s fee for  Bill  Foster) 

Ohio  State  African  Violet  Society 

African  Violet  Society  of  Springfield  (PA) 

Tampa  African  Violet  Society 

(In  memory  of  Bettie  Roth) 

(In  memory  oj Mercedes  Williams  and 

Earlene  Stratman ) 

cm 

icP 

w  Thumbprint 

Multicolor 

Ken  W.  Allen 

African  Violet  Society  of  Greater  Tulsa 

Jean  Corkill 

(In  memory  of  Clarence  &  Edna  McCawley) 

New  York  State  Council  of  AV  Judges 

Nancy  Hayes 

Gail  Podany 

(In  honor  of  John  &  Barbara  Cook ’s  50th 

Gloria  Clyne 

anniversary) 

Nancy  Arakaki 

Total  this  period  -  $705.00 
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What  controls  the  number  of 
Streptocarpus  flowers  per  stem? 

By  Dale  Martens 


A  question  posed  to  me  was  “is  the  number  of 
flowers/inflorescence  strictly  controlled  by  genet¬ 
ics,  or  does  temperature  and  other  growth  factors 
influence  this  characteristic?” 

This  took  some  time  to  think  about.  I  feel  the 
number  of  Streptocarpus  flowers  per  flower  stem 
is  genetically  set  so  that  the  flower  stem  doesn’t 
break  due  to  the  weight  of  the  flowers,  but 
growing  conditions  will  maximize  the  number  of 
flowers.  About  10  years  ago  when  I  saw  photos 
of  streps  grown  by  Charles  Lawn  in  Australia  and 
Chris  Rose  in  England,  I  first  became  aware  that 
good  culture  gets  more  flowers  on  specific 
hybrids  than  we  seem  to  be  able  to  get  in  the 
States. 

I  made  inquiries  and  found  that  tomato 
fertilizer  is  often  used,  but  I  also  think  it  has  to  do 
with  growing  in  natural  light  combined  with  ideal 
temperature.  I’ve  seen  my  hybrids  S.  ‘Texas  Hot 
Chili’  and  ‘Gator’s  Tail’  grown  for  shows.  I  am 
amazed  at  how  many  flowers  some  growers  (like 
Richard  Nicholas!)  are  able  to  get  on  their  show 
plants.  It  seems  under  ideal  conditions,  the 
number  of  flowers  exceeds  what  I  thought 
possible. 

5.  ‘Falling  Stars’  and  ‘Gator’s  Tail,4  were 
entered  at  the  African  violet  convention  in 
Edmonton,  Canada,  around  2006.  Tom 
Cuthbertson  used  a  special  U-shaped  grow  light 
which  is  purchased  mostly  by  those  who  want  to 
discretely  grow  special  plants  in  closets  for  the 
purpose  of  recreational  smoking. 

Those  of  us  at  the  Canadian  convention  were 
shocked  at  the  number  of  flowers  he  got.  He  said 
the  very  expensive  tubes  are  not  hot,  and  the 
tube  was  within  inches  of  the  flowers.  There 
seems  to  be  two  types  of  streps:  smaller  flowers 
in  abundance,  such  as  with  ‘Gator’s  Tail’  and 
‘Gloria/  and  larger  flowers  perhaps  two  or  three 
per  peduncle  on  hybrids  such  as  ‘Blue  Mars’  and 
‘Big  Yolk.’ 


Many  years  ago,  I  got  advice  from  Michael 
Kartuz  on  hybridizing  streps,  and  he  cautioned 
against  breeding  those  two  types  with  each  other. 
I  experimented  and  discovered  he  was  right. 
Using  ‘Big  Yolk’  and  ‘Blue  Mars’  crossed  with 
hybrids  that  had  an  abundance  of  small  flowers 
got  me  large  plants  with  a  couple  of  smallish 
flowers  per  peduncle.  “Selfing”  the  seedlings 
didn’t  get  back  an  abundance  of  flowers. 

Let’s  discuss  culture.  Many  of  us  started  out 
by  growing  African  violets,  so  when  we  added 
streps  to  our  collections,  we  used  the  same 
fertilizers.  To  create  AV  show  plants,  high  bloom 
(high  phosphate)  fertilizers  are  used  by  some 
around  12  weeks  before  show  to  promote 
increased  flowers.  When  I  learned  that  the  British 
and  Australians  were  using  tomato  fertilizer  on 
their  streps,  I  couldn’t  drive  fast  enough  to  the 
store  to  get  some.  Well,  what  works  for  some 
doesn’t  necessarily  work  for  others.  My  plants 
didn’t  improve  in  any  way,  and  in  fact,  the 
growth  over  a  six-month  period  of  time  seemed 
stagnant,  and  leaves  were  not  a  healthy  green. 

Others  experimenting  with  me  reported 
yellowing  leaves.  Perhaps  it’s  because  of  the  urea 
usually  found  in  the  tomato  fertilizer.  I  did  take  to 
heart  that  I  didn’t  want  to  use  high  bloom 
fertilizer  because  I  had  a  very  bad  experience 
using  it  on  miniature  sinningias  (lost  the  centers 
of  the  plants),  so  I  found  a  non-urea  orchid 
fertilizer  20-14-13  (Better-Gro  sold  at  Lowes) 
that  I’ve  used  for  about  three  years  now. 

Those  who  went  to  the  AVSA  convention  in 
Colorado  know  I  got  Runner  up  Sweepstakes 
with  one  less  Blue  ribbon  than  Bill  Price  who  got 
Sweepstakes,  and  I  used  the  orchid  fertilizer. 
Another  non-urea  fertilizer  I  use  is  20-10-20 
(Grow-More) . 

Reprinted  from  the 
LSAVC  Newsletter,  Jul-Aug  2009 
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How  To  Get  Trailers  To  Multi-Crown 

By  Nancy  Manozzi 


My  favorite  types  of  African  violets  are 
trailers;  anyone  who  knows  me  knows  that!  I 
have  seventy-one  different  varieties  of  trailers  at 
this  time;  I  can’t  seem  to  get  enough  of  them. 

Trailers  can  be  a  challenge,  as  they  don’t 
always  perform  as  they  should.  Some  varieties 
do  what  they’re  supposed  to  do  and  trail;  some 
need  a  little  help,  while  others  need  a  lot  of  help. 
Trailers  must  have  at  least  three  crowns  to  be 
eligible  for  entry  in  a  show. 

Bev  Promersberger  was  our  guest  speaker  at 
the  Bay  State  African  Violet  Society  annual  din¬ 
ner  and  business  meeting  one  year.  She  talked 
about  trailers  and  showed  wonderful  slides.  She 
shared  her  method  of  getting  those  hard  to  crown 
trailers  to  crown,  which  I  have  used  successfully 
many  times.  I  use  this  method  on  single- 


crowned,  small  trailers  that  show  no  evidence  of 
suckering  or  crowning. 

It’s  very  simple:  Cut  out  or  remove  the  entire 
existing  crown,  leaving  only  4-6  outside  leaves 
at  the  bottom.  New  crowns  will  begin  to  form  in 
just  a  few  short  weeks.  After  the  new  crowns  are 
formed  and  healthy,  remove  the  original  4-6 
leaves.  This  will  allow  the  root  system  to  focus 
on  supporting  the  new  growth. 

The  following  pictures  will  show  you  four 
different  stages  of  this  procedure. 

Editor’s  Note:  A  CD  of  Bev  Promersberger’s 
presentation  is  available  for  purchase  through  the 
AVSA  office. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 


o 


°  O  Q 


In  Memory 


Carolyn  Yvonne  Acree 

Carolyn  Yvonne  Acree  passed  away  in 
October,  2009,  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Yvonne 
was  a  long-time  member  of  The  First 
African  Violet  Society  of  Dallas  and  the  1  st 
Nighters  AVS  of  Dallas.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet 
Council  and  North  Texas  African  Violet 
Judges  Council.  She  was  a  very  active 
member  of  AVSA  and  attended  many  of  the 
annual  conventions. 

After  Yvonne  retired  from  being  the  Data 
Processing  Manager  for  Continental  Trail- 
ways  Bus  Company,  she  founded  her  own 
business  making  ribbons  and  rosettes, 
Acree’s  Creations.  She  made  the  beautiful 
ribbons  and  rosettes  for  a  many  of  AVSA’s 
national  shows  and  AVSA  affiliates  shows 
through  the  years.  Yvonne  will  truly  be 
missed  by  her  violet  friends. 


Mercedes  Williams 

Mercedes  Williams  died  in  August, 
2009,  at  age  95.  Mercedes  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Tampa  AVS  and  was  always 
happy  to  share  her  love  of  violets.  She  was 
an  avid  outdoorswoman  who  loved  plants. 
She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Orchid  and 
Begonia  Societies. 

Earlene  Stratman 

Earlene  Stratman,  also  of  the  Tampa 
AVS,  passed  away  in  September,  2009. 
Earlene  was  very  active  until  the  past 
couple  of  years  when  her  activities  were 
limited  because  of  health  issues.  She  was 
generous  in  sharing  her  plants  and  was 
always  a  willing  worker  at  our  shows  and 
plant  sales.  She  was  especially  fond  of 
episcias.  Earline  is  missed. 
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Persian 

Prince 

Exhibited  by: 

Laurel  Goretsky 

Hybridized  by: 

Iyon  Greenhouses/Sorano 

Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Sinningia 
speciosa 
Peridots 
Darth  Vaderf 

Exhibited  by: 

Bill  Price 


•V‘;-  ■; 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Plumberty  Glow 

Exhibited  by:  Beverley  Williams 
Hybridized  by:  Lyon  Greenhouses/Sorano 

Semiminiature 
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Traveling  with  Plants 

By  Dale  Martens 

From  a  posting  to  the  Gesneriphiles  Internet  Group 


I  pack  shorter  plants  in  boxes,  and  then  I 
have  the  taller  plants  out  in  the  open.  It’s 
disconcerting  to  look  in  the  rear  view  mirror  and 
see  flowers  bouncing.  My  longest  trip  was  two 
full  days  of  driving  with  one  night  in  a  motel. 
We  unloaded  the  boxes  at  the  motel  because  it 
was  much  too  hot  outside.  Note  the  night 
temperature  should  you  decide  to  leave  the 
plants  overnight  in  the  car.  If  you  arrive  at  the 
hotel  around  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  and 
it’s  still  hot  outside,  the  car  can  get  hotter  than 
you  think.  So  at  the  motel,  park  in  the  shade  if 
you  can. 

Keep  in  mind  that  when  you  leave  on 
Saturday,  the  show  won’t  be  for  five  more  days. 
Cut  off  any  flowers  that  would  be  too  old  in  five 
days.  That’s  very  important  advice.  Flowers  rub 
each  other,  so  take  off  an  old  flower  to  save  a 
fresher  flower.  I  have  staked  strep  flowers  on 
wooden  BBO  skewers  for  a  long  drive.  I  tie 
them  with  strips  of  pantyhose.  You  don’t  want 
the  flower  stem  harmed  by  tying  them  too 
tightly.  Stake  them  up,  within  an  inch  of  where 
the  caylx  is  located.  Staking  them  midway  on 
the  stem  won’t  help.  Staking  kohlerias  and 
smithianthas,  anything  with  a  central  stem,  is  a 
must.  Don’t  remove  the  stakes  until  the  day 
you  enter  the  plants. 

Some  people  take  those  very  lightweight 
plastic  bags  from  the  cleaners  and  tuck  that  on 
top  of  the  plant,  between  the  leaves  and  the 
flower  stems.  That  helps  to  hold  up  the  flower 
stems.  This  would  be  especially  good  for  African 
violets  or  chiritas. 

Air  conditioning  in  motels  is  hard  on  the 
plants  both  for  the  coldness  of  the  air  and  how 
dry  the  air  can  be,  so  don’t  place  the  plants 
where  cold  air  will  blow  on  them.  I  leave  the 
plants  inside  their  boxes  at  the  motels  along  the 


way.  I  don’t  open  those  boxes  until  I  get  to  the 
convention  hotel. 

Here  is  a  tip  that  one  may  not  realize  until  it’s 
too  late:  if  your  plants  are  in  plastic  containers  or 
boxes,  you  have  created  high  humidity.  If  you 
suddenly  take  the  plants  out  of  the  containers, 
they’ll  go  into  shock.  I  take  off  the  lid,  then  lay  it 
back  on  top  of  the  container,  but  set  it  off  to  one 
side  to  allow  hotel  room  air  into  the  box. 
Eventually,  remove  the  lid  entirely. 

Here  is  a  big  help  to  keep  boxes  from  sliding 
all  over.  Use  that  rubbery  material  that  keeps 
carpets  from  sliding.  Also,  I’ve  seen  the  product 
for  lining  kitchen  drawers  used  to  keep  things 
from  sliding.  I  tape  the  outer  edges  of  an  8  x  8 
square  (or  larger)  to  the  bottom  of  the  boxes  I’m 
using.  I  also  lay  some  on  the  floor  of  the  car. 
This  means  nothing  moves  much  at  all.  When 
you  remove  your  boxes,  you  have  to  pick  them 
up  because  they  won’t  slide.  (1  decorate  cakes 
and  always  do  this  when  transporting  them.) 

If  you  have  plants  out  in  the  open,  on  top  of 
boxes,  use  packing  tape  to  tape  the  upper  box 
(usually  cereal  boxes  or  “flats”  for  me)  to  the 
larger  box  below. 

If  the  plants  are  going  to  be  sitting  in  a  hot 
car,  that’s  going  to  be  a  problem.  I  suggest  the 
plants  be  in  one  of  those  Styrofoam  coolers  or  a 
container/box  that  is  covered  with  a  light  towel 
that  will  not  absorb  the  sun.  If  the  plants  will  be 
sitting  in  a  hot  car  while  you  go  off  on  an 
adventure,  put  a  5-inch  pot  in  the  middle  of  the 
box  so  it  can  hold  a  quart-sized  zip  lock  baggie 
of  ice.  You  don’t  want  ice  touching  the  show 
plant  pots.  You  can  purchase  ice  at  gas  stations. 
Always  park  in  the  shade  or  under  a  tree. 

Finally,  the  plants  are  not  worth  your  life! 
Whoever  is  driving  needs  to  know  if  they  need 
to  hit  the  brakes  hard,  and  then  do  it! 


c^p  q£?  <^>  g2d  g2p  cfi?  o£b 
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February  13  &  14  -  MISSOURI 

African  Violet  Club  of 
Greater  Kansas  City 
58th  Annual  Show  and  Sale 
Loose  Park  Garden  Center 
51st  Street  and  Wornall 
Kansas  City,  MO 
Feb  13  -  9  am  -  3  pm 
Feb  14  - 10  am  -  3  pm 
Info:  Fred  &  Pat  Inbody 
(816)  373-6915 
E-Mail:  kskdl@juno.com 

February  19  &  20  -  FLORIDA 

Upper  Pinellas  AVS 

51st  Annual  Show/Sale 

Lutheran  Church  of  the  Cross 

4545  Chancellor  St  NE 

St.  Petersburg,  FL 

Feb  19  - 1  am  to  5  pm 

Feb  20  - 10  am  to  4  pm 

Info:  Phyllis  King  (727)  393-7450 

Email  rlphyllis@verizon.net 


February  20  -  ARIZONA 

Desert  Sun  African  Violet  & 
Gesneriad  Society  of  Phoenix 
30th  Anniversary  Show  &  Sale 
Flours:  9:00  am  until  4:00  pm 
Valley  Garden  Center 
1809  North  15th  Avenue 
(one  block  North  of  McDowell  Rd.) 
Phoenix,  AZ  85007 
Info:  Ann  Stoetzer  (623)  872-9020 
Email:  anncie@cox.net 

February  26  &  27  FLORIDA 

Tampa  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 

Farm  Bureau 

100  S.  Mulrennan  Rd. 

Valrico,  FL 

Feb  26  -  Noon  -  5  pm 
Feb  27 -Noon  -  4  pm 
Info:  Mary  Lou  Flarden 
(813)  689-8700 
Email:  mlhard@verizon.net 

March  5  &  6  -  FLORIDA 

Central  Florida  African  Violet 
Society  Show/Sale 
Beardall  Senior  Center 
Delaney  Ave. 

Orlando,  FL  32801 

Mar  5  -  Noon  -  4  pm 

Mar  6-  10  am -4  pm 

Info:  Cheryl  Luna  (407)  425-7469 

March  6  &  7-  TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  African  Violet  Club 

30th  Annual  Show  &  Sale 

Houston  Garden  Center 

Hermann  Park 

1500  Hermann  Drive 

Houston,  TX  77004 

Mar  6  -  9  am  -  5  pm 

Mar  7  - 10  am -4  pm 

Info:  Elaine  Click  (713)  462-4257 

Email:  eeclick@aol.com 

www.orgsites.com/tx/sbavc 


March  10-13  -  GEORGIA 

Dixie  African  Violet  Society’s 
Annual  Convention 

“A  TALE  OF  TWO  CITIES" 
Athens  Greece  -  Athens  Georgia 

March  10-13,2010 
Holiday  Inn,  Athens,  Georgia 
Info:  Kathy  Spissman,  Convention 
Director  (770)  939-5289 
Email:  mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 

March  13  -  CALIFORNIA 

South  Coast  AVS  &  Uistana  AVS 
Judged  Show/Sale 
South  Coast  Botanic  Garden 
26300  Crenshaw  Blvd. 

Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA 
Hours:  1 1  am  -  4  pm 
Info:  Jacquie  Eisenhut 
(310)  325-2993 
Email:  jeisenhut@hotmail.com 

March  13  and  14  -  ILLINOIS 

Northern  Illinois  Gesneriad  Society 
Display  and  Sale 
Chicago  Botanic  Garden 
1000  Lake  Cook  Road,  Glencoe,  IL 
Both  Days:  10  am  to  4  pm 
Info:  Susan  Bradford 
(847)  740-7801 

Email:  asusan.bradford@abbott.com 
Or:  (847)  835-5440 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Go  rets  ky 

Calcareoboea  coccinea 

Exhibited  by:  Bill  Price 
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Rob  fs  Kitten 
Caboodle 

Exhibited,  by: 

Loma  Russell 

Hybridized  by: 

R.  Robinson 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Irish  Flirt 

Exhibited  by: 

Melanie  Duan 

Hybridized  by: 

Lyon  Greenhouses 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Small  Talk 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 


32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

Email:  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 


As  the  New  Year  begins,  you  may 
be  planning  to  enter  plants  in  the 
national  show  this  spring,  but  even 
if  you  are  never  planning  to  show 
your  delightful  minis  and  semis,  you 
can  follow  along  with  these  ideas. 

When  planning  for  a  show,  the 
first  step  I  take  is  to  look  over  my 
collection,  selecting  a  realistic  num¬ 
ber  of  plants  on  which  to  focus.  For 
me,  a  reasonable  amount  to  work 
with  and  take  to  a  show  in  3-4  months,  is 
between  ten  and  twenty  minis,  semis,  and 
trailers.  Your  number  may  be  much  higher  or 
lower.  It  doesn’t  matter.  Know  your  own  limits. 
Don’t  become  frustrated,  then  give  up,  not 
taking  any  plants  at  all. 

Once  I  have  decided  which  plants  I  am  going 
to  focus  on,  or  “Grow  to  Show,”  I  look  at  the 
calendar  and  count  how  many  weeks  until 
convention  or  local  show  time.  From  now,  until 
the  AVSA  convention  in  April,  I  have  about 
fifteen  weeks  to  get  my  plants  ready. 

First,  I  am  going  to  repot  or  pot-up,  my 
contenders.  Any  miniatures  that  I  have  growing 
in  2  1/4  inch  pots  will  be  repotted  into  Jresh 
2  1/4  inch  pots.  The  semiminiatures,  I  will  most 
likely  pot  up  into  2  1/2  inch  pots.  I  should  have 
already  repotted,  or  potted  up,  the  trailers.  I 
need  at  least  three  or  more  crowns  on  each 
trailer.  As  it  may  take  more  than  three  months 
for  this  to  happen,  I  don’t  want  to  risk  breaking 
off  a  crown  in  a  transfer  of  pots  so  close  to 
show,  as  it  would  not  recover. 

When  I  repot  or  pot-up  the  miniatures, 
semiminiatures,  or  trailers  I  hope  to  take  to 
show,  I  groom  them,  removing  all  blossoms  and 
dead  or  marred  lower  leaves.  I’ll  focus  on  leaf 
growth  and  symmetry  for  the  next  few  weeks, 
before  I  begin  to  worry  if  the  plant  will  have 


enough  bloom  for  the  show. 

In  her  book,  Growing  to  Show , 
Pauline  Bartholomew  describes 
symmetry  as  not  just  the  outer  leaf 
tips  touching  an  imaginary  circle, 
but  also  how  the  rows  of  leaves 
overlap  each  other.  Symmetry  also 
addresses  the  evenness  of  the 
spacing  of  leaves  around  the  stem 
and  the  way  each  row  of  leaves 
should  be  progressively  larger  from 
the  crown  to  the  outer  edge  (page  69).  As  I 
regularly  groom  over  the  next  few  months,  I 
will  be  trying  to  achieve  the  rosette  shape  that 
may  lead  to  an  award-winning  plant  (if  only  it 
blooms  on  time!).  1  will  watch  for  suckers, 
removing  them  immediately.  I’ll  check  for  gaps 
or  spaces  that  can  repaired  by  gently  moving  a 
leaf,  keeping  it  in  place  with  a  stir  stick  placed 
at  its  side. 

The  challenge  in  growing  African  violets  for 
show  is  having  them  bloom  at  the  optimal 
moment.  Pauline  suggests  that  miniatures  and 
semiminiatures  be  continually  disbudded  until 
6-8  weeks  before  show  (page  81).  It  depends 
on  the  variety  weAyour  growing  conditions,  as 
to  how  long  before  a  show  you  stop  disbudding. 
If  you  know  the  variety  well,  you  know  how 
many  weeks  after  disbudding  that  it  will  bloom, 
so  adjust  your  schedule  accordingly.  There  is  no 
right  or  wrong  here.  If  unsure  about  a  plant’s 
blooming  habits  after  repotting,  I  leave  the 
blossoms  on,  removing  them  as  they  are  spent. 
We  have  all  had  a  plant  we  had  great  hope  for, 
but  by  show  time  has  not  bloomed,  the 
blossoms  had  not  opened  enough,  or  most  of 
the  blossoms  were  spent.  It  can  be 
disappointing,  but  don’t  give  up! 

Until  next  time,  have  fun  growing  for  a 
show,  or  just  for  your  own  enjoyment! 
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3610  Gray  Drive  •  Mesquite,  TX  75150 
Email:  lbpfoster@sbcglobal.net 


Shows  and  Judges 

Bill  Foster,  Shows  and  Judges  Committee 


Happy  New  Year!  The  year  seems 
to  have  passed  quickly.  Hopefully, 
everyone  had  a  great  holiday  season 
and  you  are  now  making  plans  for  the 
trip  to  Raleigh  for  the  AVSA 
Convention.  Those  of  you  who  have 
never  attended  don’t  know  what  you 
are  missing.  It  is  a  great  place  to  see 
old  friends  and  make  new  ones. 

Please  make  the  following  corrections: 

Page  47-After  the  second  “Tricolor”  delete 
everything  except  Tricolor  (blue,  red  and  white 
rosette)  for  the  best  exhibit  in  the  design  division 
scoring  95  or  above.  This  has  been  in  error  for  a 
long  time,  and  none  of  us  noticed  it.  However, 
several  judges  taking  the  2009  senior  exam 
found  it  and  called  it  to  our  attention.  One  of  the 
judges  who  noticed  this  error  also  suggested  the 
following  changes: 

Page  57-my  notes  indicate  that  this  correction 
was  included  in  an  earlier  column,  but  if  not, 
change  the  first  word  on  the  page  to  “an 
unusual.” 

Page  75-Under  SPECIAL  EXHIBITS  SECTION, 
change  the  second  sentence  to  read:  The 
Education,  AVSA  Information  Exhibits,  and  AVSA 
Publications  (which  include  yearbooks,  newslet¬ 
ters,  and  magazines)  are  required  in  an  AVSA 
Convention  Show.  This  corrects  punctuation. 

Page  79-Under  CONSIDERATIONS  FOR 


JUDGING  NEWSLETTERS  AND 
MAGAZINES,  in  the  first  sentence, 
change  the  letter  “o”  after  the  word 
“size”  “of’. 

Some  design  judges  seem  to  have 
questions  concerning  designs  that  are 
attached  to  the  back  of  the  niche 
(actually  attached  to  the  background 
material  rather  than  the  niche).  Some 
question  that  this  falls  under  the  rules  of  the 
design  material  not  touching  the  sides  or  back  of 
the  niche.  They  should  think,  instead,  that  the 
back  of  the  niche  is  being  used  as  if  it  were  the 
bottom  of  the  niche.  The  plant  material  is  not 
touching  the  back.  Whatever  method  the  designer 
is  using  to  attach  the  design  to  the  back  of  the 
niche  would  be  considered  as  a  container  would 
be  considered  in  a  traditional  design.  Designers 
should  be  rewarded  rather  than  penalized  for 
creativity! 

Paul  Kroll  continues  to  work  on  the  revisions 
for  the  species  section  of  the  Handbook,  and  it 
will  be  published  as  soon  as  complete.  Hopefully, 
we  will  have  corrected  pages  for  the  Handbook  at 
the  convention  in  Raleigh. 

Please  welcome  Joyce  Stork  as  an  AVSA 
Teacher.  Joyce  has  already  taught  a  school  and  has 
at  least  one  more  scheduled.  Congratulations,  Joyce. 

Good  luck  with  your  spring  shows,  and  I  look 
forward  to  seeing  many  of  you  in  Raleigh. 
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HOW  TO  PREPARE  FOR  A  SHOW 

By  Marina  De  Souza 


Preparing  for  a 
show  is  a  very 
interesting  and 
challenging  process. 

It  takes  a  good  deal 
of  research  into  the 
various  types  of 
plants  that  are 
attractive  and  are 
prize  winners,  year 
after  year,  at 
various  shows. 

My  approach  in 
acquiring  such 
plants  is  to  be 
attentive  and  alert 
at  club  Mini  Shows 
and,  watch  for  opportunities  of  acquiring  them 
either  by  swapping,  or  by  obtaining  plants  from 
other  members  within  the  club  or  from  other 
clubs,  or  from  the  seed  fund.  Another  approach 
is  to  scan  the  “Appraisal”  or  the  “Gesneriads” 
magazines,  for  the  descriptions  and  growth 
habits  of  these  plants.  Most  members  are  very 
supportive,  generous,  and  encouraging, 
especially  to  new  members. 

The  next  step  is  to  create  an  environment 
that  will  be  most  productive  in  nurturing  and 
growing  these  plants.  There  is  always  a  period 
of  ‘trial  and  error,’  whereby  location  and  culture 
could  present  a  daunting  task,  but  this  is  the 
most  challenging  aspect  and  in  nearly  all  cases 
ends  up  being  quite  fruitful. 

It  is  necessary  to  watch  the  growth  habits  of 
these  little  plants  closely,  in  order  to  assist  them 
in  the  initial  stages.  Once  established,  most 
plants  seem  to  take  off  readily,  with  a  little 
nudging  on  my  part. 

Care  should  be  taken  in  ensuring  that  proper 
lighting  conditions,  space,  and  fertilization  is 
provided  at  all  times.  I  usually  allow  12  hours 
of  lighting  for  maintenance  in  off  periods.  Closer 
to  show  time  the  lighting  is  increased  to  13  or 


14  hours,  as  my 
collection  is  in  a 
cool  basement. 

My  plants  are 
grown  on  two 
shelves  under  two 
tubes,  one  being 
‘Grow-Lux’  and  the 
other  ‘white.’  I 
fertilize  with  Peter’s 
12-36-14  once 
weekly,  and  switch 
to  20-20-20,  every 
third  week.  I  have  a 
revolving  fan 
running  for  the 
duration  of  the 
lighting  period.  The  soil  is  changed  twice  a  year, 
and  if  the  plants  need  to  be  re-potted  in 
between,  the  change  is  made.  I  water  in  the 
saucers  and  dump  the  excess  water  after  one 
half  hour  of  fertilization  is  completed.  The  soil 
that  has  been  most  effective  is  the  one  prepared 
by  the  Lakeshore  African  Violet  club  (Fischer’s 
Formula).  Constant  watching  of  these  plants 
ensures  their  cultural  progress.  Sometimes  it  is 
necessary  to  rotate  them,  especially  those  on 
the  edges  of  the  shelves,  or  to  move  them  to  a 
higher  or  lower  shelf.  This  allows  for  better 
symmetry,  shape,  and  overall  attractive 
appearance.  From  time  to  time  the  plants  are 
misted  with  water  to  remove  dust  particles. 
Brushing  and  grooming  goes  a  long  way  toward 
preparing  a  show  plant,  and  alleviates  the 
heavier  chores  closer  to  show  time.  My  plants 
have  a  tendency  for  mildew  problems  from  time 
to  time,  and  this  is  corrected  effectively  with 
Phyton  27.  The  plants  also  receive  an 
occasional  dose  of  Avid,  to  prevent  any  form  of 
pest  infestation. 

Closer  to  show  time,  I  prefer  to  brush  and 
groom  the  leaves  gently  at  least  once  a  week, 
and  check  the  form  and  shape  of  the  plants. 


Episcia  ‘ Cleopatra' 

Photo  Credit:  Beverley  Williams 
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Any  suckers,  or  new  growths  are 
removed  carefully,  to  encourage  the 
original  specimen  to  grow  to  the  best  of 
its  potential.  Some  members,  I  believe, 
disbud  the  blossom  stalks  eight  to  ten 
weeks  prior  to  the  show.  I  follow  that 
procedure  with  my  Saintpaulia  speci¬ 
mens  only.  If  necessary,  the  soil  is 
topped  up,  or  the  plant  is  re-potted, 
depending  on  its  size  and  growth 
habits.  A  list  is  drafted  of  the  potential 
“show  quality”  material.  These  plants 
are  given  additional  care  and  TLC,  up 
to  a  week  before  the  show.  They  are 
then  checked  for  leaf  markings,  pot 
size,  propping  up  of  flower  stalks,  if 
necessary,  by  using  indiscreet  stakes 
and  ties. 

My  list  of  show  plants  is  double 
checked  again  for  any  last  minute  changes,  two 
days  before  an  entry  date.  They  are  moved 
upstairs,  watered,  and  kept  ready  for  trans¬ 
portation  into  the  containers  best  suited  for  each 
plant’s  size.  Each  plant  is  then  packed  a  day 
before,  with  plastic  bags  and  shredded 
newspaper  for  protection  against  damage.  I  also 
prefer  to  insert  a  piece  of  soft  plastic  in  between 


Streptocarpus  ‘ Pink  Lilac ’ 
Photo  Credit:  Stan  Sudol 

my  slip-potted  plants  to  avoid  unnecessary 
pests  during  the  show.  This  entire  procedure 
ensures  that  the  plants  will  reach  their  destina- 
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Saintpaulia  Pixie  Blue’ 

Photo  Credit:  Stan  Sudol 

tion  intact. 

At  the  show  room,  these  plants  receive  their 
final  brushing  and  grooming  before  they  are 
presented  for  entry  and  classification.  They  are 
matched  with  the  list,  and  checked  to  ensure 
that  the  entries  belong  in  their  respective 
classes,  in  conformity  with  the  show  schedule. 

Now  it’s  time  to  sit  back  and  relax. 
Preparation  for  show  is  always  exhilarating, 
exciting,  and  enjoyable.  1  also  find 
this  hobby  to  be  a  therapeutic  and 
satisfying  one,  regardless  of  the 
outcome.  It  is  the  sheer  joy  of 
soaking  in  the  beauty  of  these  plants 
and  blossoms  that  adds  another 
dimension  to  this  hobby;  one  that  is 
so  rewarding.  I  believe  that  tender 
loving  care,  and  speculate  that  talk¬ 
ing  to  them  and  sometimes  playing 
beautiful  classical,  jazz,  or  blues 
music  brings  about  untold  results. 
Well,  whatever  it  takes,  to  produce 
such  amazing  and  bountiful  results  is 
our  purpose  and  goal  toward 
success. 


From  the  Toronto 
Gesneriad  Society  Newsletter 
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For  Director 
Barbara  J.  Burde 

My  interest  in  “growing 
things”  was  fostered  by  my 
mother,  who  always  had  a 
garden.  However,  she  did 
not  grow  African  violets, 
claiming  that  she  had  no 
success  with  them.  Once  I  was  out  of  college,  I 
grew  a  few  African  violet  plants,  as  well  some 
orchids.  In  1983,  a  co-worker  showed  me  her 
African  violet  collection,  which  sparked  my 
interest.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  local 
AVS  and  invited  me  to  attend  their  show.  Of 
course,  I  was  amazed  and  delighted  by  what  I 
saw  there!  I  joined  the  Thousand  Oaks  AVS  and 
soon  became  a  member  of  AVSA.  Since  then,  I 
have  held  every  office  in  TOAVS  and  served  as 
President  several  times.  In  addition,  I  have  been 
Show  Chairman  many  times,  as  well  as  doing 
all  other  show  related  jobs. 

I  grew  up  in  upstate  NY  and  attended  Cornell 
University  where  I  earned  my  degree  as  a 
veterinarian  in  1976.  My  husband  and  I  moved 
to  California  in  1979.  After  working  in  several 
different  veterinary  practices,  I  owned  and 
managed  a  pet  clinic  for  fifteen  years.  In  2003, 
I  retired  so  I  would  have  more  time  for  African 
violet  activities  and  to  pursue  my  interest  in  art. 

Once  I  was  no  longer  working,  I  became  an 
AVSA  judge,  joining  the  Judges’  Council  of 
Southern  California  and  became  active  in  the 
African  Violet  Council  of  Southern  California.  I 
am  currently  President  of  the  Council.  Also,  I 
started  to  attend  AVSA  Conventions.  I  am  on 
the  AVSA  Commercial  Activities  Committee  and 
the  Library  Committee.  I  have  given  many 
presentations  to  local  clubs  on  a  variety  of 
African  violet  subjects. 

My  other  interests  are  drawing  and  painting, 


cooking,  cross-stitch  embroidery,  and  computer 
photo-editing.  My  family  consists  of  one 
husband,  of  32  years,  two  cats,  and  over  100 
African  violets. 


SS 


Director  -  Tom  Glembocki 

I  feel  privileged  to  be 
nominated  to  serve  AVSA.  I 
have  been  a  member  of  the 
AVSA  librarv  committee  since 

w 

2002,  serving  as  library 
chair  in  2007.  With  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Electrical  Engineering.  I  am  fortunate  to  have 
the  technical  knowledge  and  skills  to  guide  the 
AVSA  library  into  the  digital  and  computer  age. 
After  a  career  with  IBM  Corp,  I  turned  my  inte¬ 
rests  to  photography  and  the  arts. 

As  a  professional  photographer,  I  continue  to 
support  the  needs  of  the  AVSA  Library  with 
annual  convention  photography.  I  also  actively 
serve  the  Mid  Atlantic  African  Violet  Society 
(MAAVS)  as  the  creator  and  maintainer  of  the 
MAAVS  website,  convention  website,  conven¬ 
tion  photography,  and  I  produce  the  annual 
MAAVS  souvenir  book.  I  was  also  Convention 
Chair  for  the  2003  and  2009  MAAVS 


conventions. 

I  am  the  AVSA  Convention  Chairman  for 
2010  AVSA  national  convention,  “The  Once 
and  Future  Violet,”  to  be  held  in  Raleigh,  NC, 
April  11-18. 

I  have  been  involved  in  growing  African 
violets  for  many  years,  thanks  to  a  thirty-eight 
year  marriage  to  the  lovely  Libbie,  owner  of 
Bluebird  Greenhouse.  African  violets  have  been 
around  our  lives  from  day  one  when  Libbie 
rescued  some  Ballet  African  violets  from  a 
discount  store  bargain  table,  and  I  built  light 
shelves  in  our  basement  to  nurture  the  plants. 
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Since  then,  we  have  built  Bluebird  Greenhouse 
with  over  13,000  square  feet  of  African  violet 
growing  space.  At  our  peak  we  were  growing 
and  maintaining  over  50,000  violets!  You  never 
can  have  too  many  violets.  As  a  case  in  point, 
we  also  have  seven  plant  stands  in  our  home, 
four  miles  away  from  the  greenhouses. 

In  my  free  time,  I  love  creating  figurative 
sculpture  and  landscape  paintings  at  studios  in 
Raleigh.  I  also  enjoy  attending  performances  of 
classical  music,  ballet,  and  opera.  I  am  looking 
forward  to  helping  AVSA  progress  into  the 
future. 

Pat  Hancock 

1  am  honored  to  accept  the 
nomination  to  serve  as  an 
AVSA  Director.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  AVSA  since  1992 
and  became  a  commercial 
member  shortly  thereafter. 

I  fell  in  love  with  African 
violets  in  the  early  1940’s  when  I  saw  them  in 
my  grandmother’s  home.  I  started  growing 
them  myself  shortly  after  my  marriage  in  1947. 
My  husband,  Tom,  was  an  accountant,  and  in 
the  early  days  of  our  marriage  he  travelled  a  lot. 
I  would  go  along  and  look  for  violets  and  violet 
“experts”  along  the  way.  I  made  many  violet 
friends  in  those  days  and  had  a  great  collection 
of  violets  growing  under  lights  in  my  basement. 
For  some  unknown  reason,  I  was  not  aware  of 
the  AVSA  in  those  days. 

With  the  birth  of  our  son,  the  violets  took  a 
“back  seat”  for  several  years,  but  I  always  kept 
some  on  the  windowsills.  I  have  two  daughters 
and  one  son,  three  grandchildren,  and  one  great 
grand-daughter. 

1  joined  the  Cincinnati  AVS  in  about  1990. 
Shortly  thereafter,  I  was  given  my  first  seedpod, 
and  I  was  “hooked.”  I  began  hybridizing  in 
about  1991  and  am  the  proud  “mother”  of  a 
very  large  room  full  of  ‘Buckeye’  and 
‘Bluegrass’  African  violets. 

I  now  belong  to  the  AVS  of  Dayton,  the 
Cincinnati  AVS,  Ohio  State  AVS  and  Judges 
Council,  and  Mid- Atlantic  AVS.  I  have  always 


been  active  in  the  Ohio  clubs,  holding  several 
offices.  I  am  a  Senior  Judge  and  a  Teacher. 

At  the  2005  AVSA  convention  in  Cincinnati, 
I  was  most  honored  to  receive  the  Bronze  Medal 
Award  for  my  hybridizing. 

My  “pet  project”  for  the  last  several  years 
has  been  sending  ten  ‘Buckeye’  leaves  to  new 
AVSA  members,  giving  my  name  as  sponsor.  It 
has  been  very  successful,  and  I  plan  to 
continue. 

If  elected,  1  will  work  to  support  the  goals  of 
AVSA. 

For  Director 
Vladimir  Kalgin 

My  wife,  Tatiana,  and  I 
have  been  married  for  thirty- 
two  years.  We  graduated 
from  The  Moscow  State 
University  with  an  Economic 
Degree  and  later  we  both  got 
our  Ph.D.  Degrees  there.  We  live  in  Moscow 
and  have  two  children.  After  being  a  university 
professor  for  15  years,  I  moved  to  the 
investment  banking  business. 

Everything  I  do  with  African  violets,  I  do 
together  with  Tatiana.  We  joined  AVSA  in  2001 
and  are  Life  Members.  We  attended  our  first 
AVSA  convention  in  2002  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Also,  in  2002,  we  founded  Dorn  Fialki  (Violet’s 
House)  shop  in  Moscow,  devoted  entirely  to 
African  violets  and  gesneriads,  where  several 
African  violet  clubs  have  twelve  shows  a  year, 
even  an  African  violet  Christmas  show.  We 
founded  Uzambarskaia  Fialka  (African  Violet) 
Magazine  in  2003.  It  is  a  full-color  magazine 
with  a  circulation  of  10,000. 

Our  first  show  in  2002  was  the  first  judged 
African  violet  show  in  Russia.  To  improve 
judging  of  our  shows,  I  received  permission 
from  AVSA  to  translate  and  publish  the  Judges’ 
Handbook  in  Russian,  in  2004.  Three  years  ago 
I  became  an  AVSA  judge. 

To  support  hybridizers,  we  publish  their 
books  and  hold  a  “hybridizer’s  show”  each 
September,  where  more  than  twenty  Russian 
and  Ukrainian  hybridizers  bring  their  hybrids 
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and  give  presentations.  To  exchange  experi¬ 
ences,  we  arranged  visits  of  American  hybridiz¬ 
ers,  and  I  was  so  happy  when  Paul  Sorano, 
Ralph  and  Olive  Ma  Robinson,  and  Kent  and 
Joyce  Stork  came  to  meet  growers  in  Moscow, 
St.  Petersburg,  and  Kiev.  We  donate  dozens  of 
leaves  for  AVSA  auctions,  and  to  American 
hybridizers  and  growers,  and  now  there  are 
more  than  250  Russian  and  Ukrainian  hybrids 
available  in  the  USA  and  Canada. 

1  am  a  President  of  AVS  of  Russia,  and  I 
encouraged  fourteen  clubs  from  Russia, 
Ukraine,  and  Beloaissia  to  join  AVSA.  If  elected, 
it  would  be  an  honor  to  represent  Russian 
growers  as  a  director  of  AVSA. 

For  Director  -  Terri  Post 

I  live  in  rural  Sioux  City, 
Iowa,  with  my  husband, 
four  dogs,  and  four  cats.  My 
son  and  his  family  live  just 
across  the  border  in  South 
Dakota.  So,  needless  to  say, 
I  am  very  fortunate  to  be 
able  to  enjoy  spending  a  lot  of  time  with  them. 


I  am  a  CPA  and  have  been  in  the  account¬ 
ing  industry  for  over  nineteen  years.  I  current¬ 
ly  work  for  a  CPA  firm  located  in  Elk  Point, 
SD,  that  specializes  in  governmental  and  non¬ 
profit  auditing,  along  with  tax  return  prepara¬ 
tion.  During  my  entire  career,  I  have  enjoyed 
working  with  many  non-profit  organizations. 

Currently,  I  am  president  of  a  very  new, 
small  violet  club,  called  Loess  Hills  AVS,  which 
meets  in  Akron,  Iowa.  Previously,  I  served  as 
secretary  and  then  vice-president  for  a  violet 
club  located  in  Sioux  Falls,  SD.  I  have  served 
as  show  co-chairman  twice  for  the  Missouri 
Valley  African  Violet  Council,  and  I  currently 
hold  the  office  of  treasurer  for  the  MVAVC. 

I  have  enjoyed  violets  and  have  grown 
them  since  I  was  twelve  years  old.  Way  back 
then,  my  mother  had  given  me  a  leaf  from  one 
of  her  favorite  violets,  and  the  addiction  hit  me 
the  minute  those  first  little  babies  popped  their 
heads  out  of  the  soil.  That  first  leaf,  which  I 
still  have  a  plant  from  today,  has  resulted  in  a 
basement  filled  with  around  1,500  gesneriads. 

It  is  an  honor  to  be  asked  to  serve  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  AVSA. 


Light  &  Leaves 

By  Joyce  Stork 


Mature,  well-rooted  plants  should  be  posi¬ 
tioned  about  12  inches  below  the  light  tubes 
(distance  between  the  tube  and  the  foliage)  and 
the  lights  should  be  on  for  approximately  12 
hours  a  day.  If  the  tubes  are  very  new,  the  time 
may  need  to  be  reduced  by  as  much  as  4  hours 
and  gradually  increased  by  fifteen  to  thirty 
minutes  a  week  until  you  reach  12  hours.  If  the 
leaves  are  reaching  upward,  there  isn’t  enough 
light.  If  the  leaves  are  bleaching  (bronze  or 


white-green  color)  there  is  too  much  light.  Plants 
that  are  rooting  (recently  divided  clumps  and 
propagated  leaf  cuttings)  seem  to  need  less  light 
and  can  usually  be  set  around  the  edges  of  the 
shelf.  Usually  leaves  will  green  up  again  after 
bleaching,  provided  that  the  light  is  reduced  and 
that  they  are  receiving  a  balanced  fertilizer  on  a 
regular  basis. 

From  the  AVSA  FAQs 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Lyon ’s  Monique 

Exhibited  by.-  Jean  Melnechuk 
Hybridized  by:  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Standard 
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2010  AVSA  Convention  Awards 

Raleigh,  N.C. 


Specified  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $300,  rosette  &  coin  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $200  &  rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $100  &  rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

Best  Robinson  Collection  -  $150,  rosette  &  hand- 
beaded  violet  -  The  Violet  Barn 
2nd  Best  Robinson  Collection  -  $50  - 
The  Violet  Barn 

Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Hybrid  Collection  - 
$300  -  Vladimir  Kalgin 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Hybrid 
Collection  -  $200  -  Vladimir  Kalgin 
3rd  Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Hybrid 
Collection  -  $  1 00  -  Vladimir  Kalgin 
Best  Buckeye  Collection  -  $200  -  Pat’s  Patch  - 
Pat  Hancock 

2nd  Best  Buckeye  Collection  -  $100  -  Pat’s 
Patch  -  Pat  Hancock 

Best  Lyndon  Lyon  Collection  -  $200  -  Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses  -  Paul  Sorano 
2nd  Best  Lyndon  Lyon  Collection  -  $100  - 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses  -  Paul  Sorano 
Best  AVSA  Species  Collection  -  $  1 00  -  Mahlen  & 
Brenda  Petry  (PA) 

Best  African  Violet  in  Show  -  $25  &  Silver 
Memorial  for  Elmer  &  Fannie  Hall  -  Ovella 
Hall  (AR) 

Best  Vintage  Violet  (Standard)  -  $50  -  Brenda  & 
Mahlen  Petry  (PA) 

Best  Vintage  Violet  (Mini/Semi-mini)  -  Brenda  & 
Mahlen  Petry  (PA) 

2nd  Best  Vintage  Violet  -  $25  -  Janet  Riemer  (NJ) 
Best  Standard  Fantasy  -  $25  -  Fantasy  African 
Violet  Club  (FL) 

Best  Trailer  in  Unusual  Container  -  $25  -  Richard 
Follett  (VA) 

Specific  Variety  Awards  -  Amateur 
Horticulture 

Best  “ACA’s  Red  Ember”  -  $25  -  John  &  Doris 
Brownlee  (Canada) 


Best  “Concord”  -  $100  -  Kazuo  Horikoshi  (Japan) 
Best  “Dolores’  Sugar  Candy”  -  $25  -  Dolores 
Harrington  (MN) 

Best  “Emilie  Savage”  -  $25  -  Jim  &  Linda 
Owens  (OH) 

Best  “Everdina”  -  $50  -  Hans  Inpijn  (CA) 

Best  “Lilian  Jarrett  Variegated”  (#2902)  -  $100  - 
in  memory  of  Frank  Tinari  -  Anne  Tinari  (PA) 
Best  “Lyon’s  Carnation  Sprinkles”  -  $25  - 
Cathleen  Graves  (WA) 

Best  “Nancy  Hayes”  (trailer)  -  $25  -  Nancy 
Hayes  (CT) 

Best  “Optimara  Oklahoma”  -  $25  -  John  &  Judy 
Carter  (OK) 

Best  “Precious  Pink”  -  $25  -  Hortense  &  Ray 
Pittman  (TX) 

Best  “Rosie  Ruffles”  -  $25  -  Dolores 
Harrington  (MN) 

Best  “Rebel’s  Minnesota  Haze”  -  $100  - 
Minnesota  Convention  Committee  (MN) 

Best  “Rebel’s  Minnesota  Haze”  -  $25  -  Ruth 
Bann  (MN) 

Best  “Rodeo  Country”  -  $75  -  Spring  Branch 
African  Violet  Club  (TX) 

Best  “The  Alps”  -  $100  -  Kazuo  Horikoshi 
(Japan) 

Best  “The  King”  -  $25  -  Janet  Riemer  (CT) 

Best  “Ozark”  Sinningia  -  $35  -  David 
Harris  (MO) 

Best  “Thad’s”  Episcia  -  $25  -  Thad  Scaggs  (FL) 

Specified  Awards  -  Commercial  Division 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $300  &  Rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $200  &  rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $  1 00  &  rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

Other  Awards  -  Undesignated  -  Design 

$25  -  First  African  Violet  Society  of 
Spartanburg  (SC) 

$25  -  Dr.  William  Price  (Canada)  in  honor  of 
Paul  Kroll 
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Other  Awards  -  Undesignated  -  Horticulture 

$25  -  First  African  Violet  Society  of 
Spartanburg  (SC) 

$25  -  Tampa  Bay  Gesneriad  Society  (FL) 

$100  -  Flans  Inpijn  (CA) 

$100  -  Terry  &  Rick  Klemesrud  (MN) 

Other  Awards  -  Undesignated 

$10-  African  Violet  Club  of  Greater 
Kansas  City  (MO) 

$10-  Susan  Storey  (TX) 

$10  -  Barbara  Jones  (PA)  in  memory  of 
Bettie  Roth 

$10  -  Peggy  Mooney  (PA)  in  memory  of 
Bettie  Roth 

$10-  AVS  of  Springfield  (PA)  in  memory  of 
Bettie  Roth 

$25  -  Albuquerque  African  Violet  Club  (NM) 

$25  -  Ohio  State  African  Violet  Society  (OH) 
$25  -  Ron  &  Jan  Davidson  (TX) 

$25  -  Sue  Hoffmann  (VA) 

$25  -  Susan  Joy  (OH) 

$25  -  Delaware  AV  &  Gesneriad  Society  (DE) 
$25  -  Jack  &  Pat  Wilson  (FL) 

$25  -  Upper  Pinellas  African  Violet  Society  (FL) 
$25  -  Lakes  Area  Violet  Growers  (FL) 

$25  -  First  Lakeland  African  Violet  Society  (FL) 
$25  -  Unpredictables  African  Violet 
Society  (MO) 

$25  -  Central  Texas  Judges’  Council  (TX) 

$25  -  First  Austin  African  Violet  Society  (TX) 
$25  -  First  African  Violet  Society  of 
Denton  (TX) 

$25  -  Janet  Castiglione  (TX) 

$25  -  Old  Dominion  African  Violet  Society  (VA) 
$25  -  South  Coast  African  Violet  Society  (CA) 
$25  -  Tustana  African  Violet  Society  (CA) 

$25  -  Tri-Counties  African  Violet  Society  (CA) 
$25  -  Dr.  William  Price  (Canada)  in  memory  of 
Paula  Foster 

$25  -  Dr.  William  Price  (Canada)  in  honor  of 
Winston  &  Laurel  Goretsky 
$25  -  Dr.  William  Price  (Canada)  in  honor  of 
Jenny  Daugereau  &  Ruth  Rumsey 
$25  -  Leonard  Re  (CA)  in  honor  of  Dr.  Bill  Price 
$25  -  Leonard  Re  (CA)  in  honor  of 
Dale  Martens 


$50  -  Dolores  Gibbs  (TX) 

$50  -  Andrea  Worrell  (IL) 

$50  -  Diane  Miller  (CA) 

$50  -  Edna  Rourke  (CT) 

$50  -  Kathy  Lahti  (MN) 

$50  -  Patricia  Bell  (Canada) 

$50  -  Linda  &  Albert  Hall  (MO) 

$50  -  Mary  Lou  Harden  (FL) 

$50  -  Randy  Deutsch  (SD) 

$50  -  Bill  Foster  (TX) 

$50  -  Kathy  Spissman  (GA)  in  memory  of 
Bill  Crews 

$50  -  Fox  Valley  African  Violet  Society  (IL) 

$50  -  African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota  (MN) 
$50  -  San  Mateo  County  African  Violet 
Society  (CA) 

$50  -  Tampa  African  Violet  Society  (FL) 

$50  -  African  Violet  Society  of 
Greater  Tulsa  (OK) 

$100  -  Richard  &  Anne  Nicholas  (TX) 

$  1 00  -  Tucson  African  Violet  Society  ( AZ) 

$100  -  Winston  &  Laurel  Goretsky  (Canada) 

$  1 00  -  Missouri  Valley  African  Violet  Council 

Thanks  to  the  many  individuals,  clubs,  and 
councils  who  have  offered  their  generous  award 
support  for  the  2010  show  in  Raleigh!  It  is  your 
generosity  that  makes  our  show  so  special. 

If  your  name  is  not  on  this  list,  there  is  still 
time  to  be  included  in  the  souvenir  convention 
book.  Send  your  check  or  money  order  payable 
in  U.S.  funds  and  made  out  to  ‘AVS A  Awards’  to: 

Judith  Carter,  AVS  A  Awards  Chair 
1825  W.  Lincoln  St. 

Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you!  Final 
deadline  to  be  listed  in  the  Raleigh  Show 
Souvenir  Book  is  February  15,  2010. 

Space  requirements  are  limited  on  our  list  in 
this  issue,  so  please  view  a  current  Awards  list¬ 
ing,  including  the  Society  awards,  on  the  AVS  A 
web  site  at  www.avsa.org  under  National  Con¬ 
vention.  Although  every  attempt  has  been  made 
to  list  awards  correctly,  we  reserve  the  right  to 
modify  or  change  these  listings. 


January  •  February  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  4  7 


Photo  Credit:  Belinda  Thibodeau 


Blossom  Bouquet 

By:  Belinda  Thibodeau 
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Sterilizing  and  Starting 
Leaves  and  Crowns 

By  Tom  Moore 

(with  help  from  Jan  and  Joe  Bruns) 


Years  ago,  Joe  Bruns  told  me  that  his  wife  Jan 
never  brought  new  plants  into  her  home  to  avoid 
introducing  pests  or  diseases  into  her  collection. 
When  I  then  asked  how  she  acquired  new  plants, 
he  told  me  that  she  only  brought  leaves,  or  in  the 
case  of  chimera  violets,  the  plant  crowns,  into  her 
home  and  that  she  took  care  to  sterilize  them. 

I  still  have  the  recipe  for  the  sterilizing  solution 
written  down  on  a  now  somewhat  smudged  and 
wrinkled  sheet  of  paper. 

It  reads: 

1  part  bleach  to  10  parts  water,  1/3  cup  bleach 
to  3  1/3  cups  water. 

When  returning  home  with  new  leaves,  I  get 
out  a  supply  of  3  oz.  plastic  Solo  cups,  potting 
soil,  perlite,  yarn  made  from  synthetic  fiber  for 
wicks,  scissors,  a  Sharpie  marker,  a  plastic  cutting 
board,  a  disposable  wooden  chop  stick,  and  an 
X-Acto  knife  with  a  fresh  blade.  I  start  by  snip¬ 
ping  one  bottom  edge  from  each  of  the  Solo  cups 
that  I  am  going  to  use  and  inserting  a  wick  cut 
from  the  yarn  into  to  each  one.  I  fill  each  cup  1/3 
full  of  perlite  and  the  rest  with  my  regular  potting 
mix  while  curling  the  wick  up  the  inside  of  the 
pot.  I  then  put  all  of  the  cups  into  a  tray  and  wet 
the  potting  mix  with  water  (to  which  one 
teaspoon  per  gallon  of  Physan  20  has  been 
added).  The  Physan  20  is  a  greenhouse  disin¬ 
fectant,  but  I  use  it  to  break  down  the  surface 
tension  of  the  water  so  that  the  peat  moss  soaks 
it  up  easier. 

Once  the  potting  mix  is  wet,  I  put  the  bleach 
and  water  into  a  one  quart  Pyrex  measuring  cup. 
Then  I  select  a  leaf,  or  leaves,  and  submerge 
them  into  the  bleach  water  solution.  You  have  to 
be  able  to  tell  them  apart  so  don’t  just  dump  all  of 
them  in  at  once. 

I  then  pick  up  the  solo  cups  I  am  going  to  use 
for  the  leaves  that  are  soaking  and  label  them 


with  a  Sharpie.  I  put  down  the  plant  name  (yours 
are  all  named  varieties  aren’t  they?)  and  an 
abbreviation  for  plant  type  (standard,  miniature, 
species,  etc.)  and  the  date.  Then  I  use  my  chop- 
stick  to  make  a  hole  in  the  potting  mix  for  the 
leaf  stem.  By  this  time  (a  minute  or  so),  the  cut 
end  of  the  leaf  stem  should  have  turned  a 
translucent  white  color  for  approximately  l/8th 
inch  where  the  bleach  has  destroyed  the  tissue. 
Pluck  your  leaf  from  the  water,  rinse  it  under 
running  water,  and  re-cut  the  stem  above  the 
translucent  area.  I  use  my  cutting  board  and  the 
very  sharp  X-Acto  knife  for  this.  I  usually  split 
the  cut  end  as  well  for  more  surface  area  and  cut 
off  the  top  of  the  leaf  to  stop  it  from  growing, 
forcing  it  to  make  plantlets. 

I  push  the  cut  end  of  the  stem  into  the  pre¬ 
made  hole  and  settle  the  potting  mix  with  a  little 
more  water.  I  continue  until  all  my  leaves  are 
potted  up. 

In  the  case  of  chimeras,  which  cannot  be 
grown  from  leaves,  Joe  told  me  to  treat  the  plant 
crowns.  Cut  away  potting  mix  and  roots  from  the 
plant  and  remove  excess  rows  of  leaves.  Wash 
the  plant  under  running  water  to  remove  any 
traces  of  soil,  and  then  submerge  the  crown  in 
the  bleach-water  solution.  Remove,  rinse  again, 
and  then  re-cut  the  main  stem  of  the  plant.  Then, 
place  it  on  the  surface  of  the  potting  mix  to  grow 
new  roots.  Covering  it  or  putting  it  in  a  plastic 
bag  will  help  retain  humidity  until  the  new  roots 
form. 

This  doesn’t  add  much  time  to  the  “potting 
up”  process,  and  it  may  keep  some  bad  critters 
out  of  your  collection.  Good  Luck. 

From  African  Violet  Leaves , 
Publication  of  the  Illinois  AYS 


January  •  February  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  49 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 

Saintpaulia  5f.  clone  orbicularis 

Exhibited  by:  Bill  Price 
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Little  Blue 
Bandit 

Exhibited,  by: 

Loma  Russell 

Hybridized  by: 

lyoti  Greenhouses/Sorano 

Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Gcretsky 


Jonathan 

Exhibited  by: 

Jean  Melnechuk 

Hybridized  by: 

D.  Croteau 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00 
($5.00  for  non-members)  for  each  plant, 
and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after  which 
time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00  ($5.00  for  non¬ 
members).  Registration  of  the  plant  is 
$5.00  ($25.00  for  non-members)  unless 
completed  within  the  reservation  period, 
in  which  case  the  balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00 
for  non-members). 

Konstantin  Morev  -  Moscow,  Russia 
‘Dozhdinka’  (10079)  08/07/2009  (K.  Morev) 
Double  pink-lilac  star/purple  eye.  Dark  green, 
plain.  Standard 

‘Kamennyi  Tsvetok’  (10080)  08/07/2009  (K. 
Morev)  Semidouble-double  raspberry-violet 
ruffled  star/green  edge.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Kostina  Fantaziia’  (10081)  08/07/2009  (K. 
Morev)  Single-semidouble  large  wavy 
star/dark  lilac  fantasy,  white  edge.  Dark 
green,  ovate.  Standard 

‘Letnie  Sumerkie’  (10082)  08/07/ 2009  (K. 
Morev)  Double  lavender-violet  large/white 
eye,  edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  plain.  Standard 

‘Losos’  Domashnii’  (10085)  08/07/2009  (K. 
Morev)  Semidouble-double  bright  coral- 
salmon.  Light  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘Malyshka  Rusalka’  (10084)  08/07/2009  (K. 
Morev)  Single-semidouble  fuchsia  frilled 
pansy/variable  red  eye;  darker  upper  petals, 
white-yellow  edge.  Medium  green,  plain. 
Standard 

‘Misticheskaia  Rusalka’  (10085)  08/07/2009 
(K.  Morev)  Semidouble-double  violet  ruffled 
pansy /darker  band,  wide  green  edge.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Standard 

‘Nochnaia  Zvezda’  (10086)  08/07/2009  (K. 
Morev)  Single-semidouble  blue-violet  large 
wavy  star/white  eye,  edge.  Medium  green, 


plain.  Standard 

‘Priiatnaia’  (10087)  08/07/2009  (K. 
Morev)  Semidouble  blue  wavy 
star/white  eye,  edge.  Medium  green, 
wavy.  Standard 

‘Rozovaia  Akvarel’  (10088) 
08/07/2009  (K.  Morev)  Semidouble¬ 
double  bright  pink  large/white  eye, 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  plain.  Standard 

‘Utomlennoe  Solntse’  (10089)  08/07/2009 
(K.  Morev)  Single-semidouble  coral-pink 
large/darker  salmon  eye.  Medium  green, 
plain.  Standard 

‘Vesennie  Sumerki’  (10090)  08/07/2009  (K. 
Morev)  Double  lavender-violet  large/white 
eye,  edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘Vlublennaia  Rusalka’  (10091)  08/07/2009 
(K.  Morev)  Single-semidouble  fuchsia 
pansy/darker  upper  petals,  white-yellow  edge. 
Dark  green,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Zivai’  (10092)  08/07/2009  (K.  Morev)  Double 
coral-salmon.  Variegated  medium  green, 
pink  and  white,  plain.  Standard 

s(c  Jje  Jfc  4c  sf: 

Galina  Lazarenko  -  Zaporzh’e,  Ukraine 
‘LiK-Kudesnitsa’  (10093)  08/07/2009  (G. 
Lazarenko)  Double  pink  two-tone  large  frilled. 
Dark  green,  round,  serrated.  Standard 
‘LiK-Lavalaguna’  (10094)  08/07/2 009  (G. 
Lazarenko)  Single-semidouble  light  blue  large 
ruffled  star.  Light  green,  pointed,  quilted. 
Standard 

‘LiK-Ledi  de  Pari’  (10095)  08/07/2009  (G. 
Lazarenko)  Single  white  large  wavy  star/light 
raspberry  edge.  Light  green,  quilted. 

Standard 

‘LiK-Nezhnaia  Drema’  (10096)  08/07/2009 
(G.  Lazarenko)  Single-semidouble  white-light 
blue  frilled  large/darker  eye  and  rays.  Medium 
green,  pointed.  Standard 
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‘LiK-Pervaia  Vstrecha’  (10097)  08/07/2009 
(G.  Lazarenko)  Double  white  ruffled 
large/raspberry-pink  eye.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
‘LiK-Tanets  Flamingo’  (10098)  08/07/2009 
(G.  Lazarenko)  Single  white  large  ruffled 
star/bright  pink  patches.  Medium  green, 
wavy.  Standard 

‘LiK-Tsvetochnyi  Dozhd”  (10099) 
08/07/2009  (G.  Lazarenko)  Single¬ 

semidouble  light  pink-lavender  large 
star/darker  eye,  blue  fantasy.  Medium  green, 
pointed,  quilted.  Standard 
‘LiK-Vel’mozha’  (10100)  08/07/2009  (G. 
Lazarenko)  Double  dark  blue-violet  large 
wavy  star/white  eye,  edge.  Light  green, 
round,  quilted.  Standard 
‘LiK-Vorozheia’  (10101)  08/07/2009  (G. 
Lazarenko)  Semidouble-double  fuchsia  wavy 
large.  Medium  green,  pointed,  quilted. 
Standard 

‘LiK-Zvezdnyi  Pokrov’  (10102)  08/07/ 2009 
(G.  Lazarenko)  Single-semidouble  blue-violet 
large  wavy  star/pink  fantasy.  Dark  green, 
round,  quilted.  Standard 

Natalia  Puminova  -  Moscow,  Russia 
‘Ian-Irinadan’  (10103)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Double  pale  pink  frilled/green 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  pink, 
ovate,  spooned,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘Ian-Marilen’  (10104)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Single  pink  large  wavy  bell/blue 
fantasy.  Light  green,  spooned,  scalloped. 
Standard 

‘Ian-Masha’  (10105)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Single-semidouble  light  pink 
ruffled  pansy/magenta  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  white,  spooned,  scalloped. 

Semiminiature 

‘Ian-Metelitsa’  (10106)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Semidouble-double  light  blue  large 
wavy  star/darker  eye,  white  fantasy.  Medium 
green,  ovate,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Ian-Minuet’  (10107)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Semidouble-double  light  pink  large 


wavy  star/thin  raspberry  edge.  Medium  green, 
pointed,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Ian-Morozko’  (10108)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Semidouble-double  white  large 
wavy  star.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  ovate,  wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘Ian-Pasha’  (10109)  08/07/2009  (N. 

Puminova)  Semidouble  pale  pink  wavy 
star/light  lavender-blue  fantasy.  Medium 
green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Semiminiature 
‘Ian-Somnenie’  (101  10)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Semidouble  lilac  two-tone  large 
wavy  star/thin  darker  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green,  white  and  yellow,  ovate, 
scalloped.  Standard 

‘Ian-Talisman’  (1011  1)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Semidouble-double  raspberry 
star/thin  white  edge.  Variegated  medium 
green,  yellow  and  ivory,  quilted,  scalloped. 

Standard 

‘Ian-Tornado’  (10112)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Semidouble-double  pink/blue  fantasy, 
thin  white  edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  ivory 
and  rose,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Ian-Zabava’  (101  13)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Semidouble  coral-pink  large  wavy 
star/wide  raspberry  edge.  Medium  green, 
ovate,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Ian-Zabava-2’  (101  14)  08/07/2009  (N. 
Puminova)  Semidouble-double  pink 
star/raspberry  eye,  fantasy,  edge.  Medium 
green,  quilted,  scalloped.  Standard 

Hortense  Pittman  -  Celina,  TX 
‘Jolly  Valentine’  (10115)  08/15/2009  (H. 
Pittman)  Semidouble  fuchsia.  Variegated 
green  and  white,  plain.  Semiminiature 
‘Windsome’  (10116)  08/15/2009  (H.  Pittman) 
Semidouble  medium  blue/white  edge. 
Medium-dark  green,  plain.  Miniature 

:je  %  ijc  ijc 

Vicky  VanPatten  -  Lake  T^pps,  WA 
‘Joey’  (10117)  09/03/2009  (V.  VanPatten) 
Single  chimera  blue  frilled  star/white  stripe. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 


January  •  February  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  53 


‘Little  Rideau’  (101  18)  09/03/2009  (V. 
VanPatten)  Single  chimera  blue  bell/white 
stripe.  Medium-dark  green,  glossy,  serrated 
girl  foliage.  Semiminiature 
‘Van’s  Grasshopper’  (10119)  09/03/2009  (V. 
VanPatten)  Semidouble  chimera  green 
star/white  stripe.  Variegated  light-medium 
green  and  white,  pointed.  Standard 
‘Van’s  Homespun’  (10120)  09/03/2009  (V. 
VanPatten)  Semidouble  chimera  pink  frilled/ 
purple  stripe.  Medium  green,  plain. 
Standard 

‘Van’s  Notice’  (10121)  09/03/2009  (V. 
VanPatten)  Semidouble  chimera  white 
star/blue  stripe.  Crown  variegated  light 
green,  white  and  yellow,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Van’s  Red  Sky’  (10122)  09/03/2009  (V. 
VanPatten)  Double  chimera  white 
frilled/fuchsia  stripe.  Medium  green,  pebbled. 
Large 

‘Van’s  Teardrop’  (10123)  09/03/2009  (V. 
VanPatten)  Single  chimera  blue  pansy/white 
stripe.  Medium  green,  spooned,  pointed. 

Semiminiature 

Stanley  Ko  -  Shatin,  Hong  Kong 
‘Ko’s  Beloved’  (10124)  09/09/2009  (S.  Ko) 
Single-semidouble  chimera  light  pink 
star/fuchsia  stripe.  Medium  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted,  hairy,  wavy.  Standard 
‘Ko’s  Chortle’  (10125)  09/09/2009  (S.  Ko) 
Semidouble  chimera  fuchsia  ruffled 
pansy/white  stripe,  green  edge. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  cream, 
wavy.  Standard 

‘Ko’s  Festival  Parade’  (10126)  09/09/2009 
(S.  Ko)  Single  chimera  pink  pansy/white 
stripe.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘Ko’s  Lil  Sweetie’  (10127)  09/09/2009  (S.  Ko) 
Single  chimera  pink  pansy/dark  pink  stripe, 
fantasy.  Dark  green,  plain/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

‘Ko’s  Luv  Concerto’  (10128)  09/09/2009  (S. 
Ko)  Single  chimera  pink  pansy/white-yellow 
stripe.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
plain.  Semiminiature 


Linda  Nesvacil  -  Wisconsin  Dells,  WI 
‘Rrav’s  Irish  Dawn’  (10129)  09/10/2009  (L. 
Nesvacil)  Double  pink  ruffled  large  star/purple 
fantasy.  Medium  green,  plain,  hairy, 
scalloped.  Standard 

‘Rrav’s  Hannah  Leigh’  (10143)  09/20/2009 
(L.  Nesvacil)  Double  fuchsia.  Medium  green, 
plain,  glossy.  Miniature 
‘Rrav’s  Irish  Breeze’  (10144)  09/26/2009 
(L.  Nesvacil)  Single  pale  pink  sticktite 
star/thin  light  raspberry  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain,  scalloped/red  back.  Standard 
‘Rrav’s  Irish  Rebel’  (10145)  09/26/2009 
(L.  Nesvacil)  Single  bright  pink  pansy/blue 
fantasy.  Variegated  dark  green,  pink,  cream 
and  tan,  quilted,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 

Olive  Ma  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 
‘Ma’s  Arctic  Sky’  (10130)  09/16/2009  (0. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  white  frilled  pansy /blue 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
quilted,  wavy,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Ma’s  Fuzzy  Slippers’  (10131)  09/16/2009 
(0.  Robinson)  Semidouble  white  frilled 
pansy/pink  edge.  Variegated  medium  green 
and  white,  quilted,  wavy,  serrated. 
Standard 

‘Ma’s  Glass  Slipper’  (10132)  09/16/2009  (0. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  white  frilled 
pansy/blue-speckled  pink  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  white,  quilted,  wavy, 
serrated.  Standard 

‘Ma’s  Hickie’  (10133)  09/16/2009  (0. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  chimera  white  with  a 
lavender  stripe,  variable  green  edge. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  quilted. 

Standard 

‘Ma’s  Midnight  Rain’  (10134)  09/16/2009  (0. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  dark  blue  frilled 
star/white  and  pink  fantasy.  Dark  green, 
pointed,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Ma’s  Midnight  Spell’  (10135)  09/16/2009  (0. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  pink  frilled  pansy/blue 
fantasy.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  quilted,  wavy,  serrated.  Standard 
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‘Ma’s  Paris  Affair’  (10136)  09/16/2009  (0. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  dark  pink  pansy /white 
fantasy.  Variegated  dark  green  and  white, 
quilted.  Standard 

‘Ma’s  Spanish  Eyes’  (10137)  09/16/2009  (0. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  white  pansy/light  blue 
eye  and  band,  thin  white-green  edge.  Varie¬ 
gated  medium  green  and  white,  quilted. 

Standard 


Ralph  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 
‘Rob’s  Astro  Zombie’  (10138)  09/16/2009  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  dark  blue-purple 
star/rose-pink  fantasy.  Dark  green,  pointed/red 
back.  Semiminiature 

‘Rob’s  Delicious’  (10139)  09/16/2009  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  white  star/dark  crim¬ 
son-red  patches.  Crown  variegated  medium 
green  and  white,  round,  quilted,  serrated. 

Semiminiature 

‘Rob’s  Gum  Bubble’  (10140)  09/16/2009  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  bright  rose-pink  pansy. 
Dark  green,  plain,  round.  Miniature 
‘Rob’s  Jacuzzi  Floozie’  (10141)  09/16/2009 
(R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  chimera  fuchsia-red 
pansy/white  stripe.  Crown  variegated 
medium  green,  yellow  and  white,  plain, 
round.  Semiminiature 

‘Rob’s  Zipper  Zapper’  (10142)  09/16/2009 
(R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  dark  pink 
star/wide  fuchsia-purple  edge.  Dark  green, 


pointed/red  back.  Semiminiature 
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Kay  Darrow  -  Fridley,  MN 
‘Kbugs  Elfin  Magic’  (10146)  09/28/2009  (K. 
Darrow)  Single  chimera  white-pink 
pansy/lavender  stripe,  white  edge.  Medium 
green,  spooned,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Kbugs  Irish  Rose’  (10147)  09/28/2009  (K. 
Darrow)  Semidouble  chimera  white  pansy/red 
stripe.  Dark  green,  quilted.  Standard 

REGISTRATION  CHANGES 

The  following  descriptions  have  been  changed 
at  the  request  of  the  hybridizers: 

‘Brooke  Lynn’  (10075)  Change  spelling  to 

‘Brooke  Lyn’. 

‘Ma’s  Mardi  Gras’  (9694)  Change  blossom 
description  to  “Semidouble  chimera 
lavender  ruffled  pansy /blue fantasy,  white 
stripe,  variable  green  edge.”  (Change  in 
italics.) 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 
BeUnda  Thibodeaux 

*  Cajun’s  Almost  Heaven  *  Cajun’s  Blush  Me 

*  Cajun’s  By  Design  *  Cajun’s  Careless  Whisper 

*  Cajun’s  Fickle  Flirt  *  Cajun’s  Grand  Duchess 

*  Cajun’s  Hot-lips  *  Cajun’s  In-UR-Dreams 

*  Cajun’s  Kisses  *  Cajun’s  Mint  Julep  *  Cajun’s 
Obsession  *  Cajun’s  Royal  Flush  *  Cajun’s  Sinful 

*  Cajun’s  Sky  Lights  *  Cajun’s  Yeah  Baby  * 


AVSA  2010 
Convention 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
April  1 1  -  April  1 8,  201 0 
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The  “Once  A  NOID,  Always 
A  NOID”  Approach  to 
Violet  Identification 

By  Mary  S.  Schaeffer 


I  stuck  my  toe  in  the  African  violet  waters 
several  years  ago,  after  being  away  from  plants 
for  some  time.  I  came  home  from  the 
Philadelphia  Flower  Show  with  three  African 
violets.  On  the  way  home,  several  leaves  broke 
off.  Knowing  how  to  propagate  violets,  I  stuck 
them  in  a  pot  of  soil  without  any  labels,  thinking 
I’d  remember  which  pot  held  which.  Okay,  so 
you  are  probably  already  laughing  at  my  naivete. 
You  know  what  came  next. 

Several  months  later  when  I  was  getting  ready 
to  transplant  the  babies,  I  had  no  idea  which  was 
which.  I  lamented  this  fact  on  the  Violet 
Reflections  discussion  group,  and  more  than  one 
member  kindly  pointed  out  that  I  had  one 
variegated  violet  and  one  with  solid  foliage  and 
that  the  identification  in  this  case  really  shouldn’t 
be  that  difficult.  Of  course,  they  were  correct. 
These  conditions  are  about  the  only  ones  in 
which  I  would  put  a  label  on  what  many  in  the 
violet  community  refer  to  as  “NOIDs”  (violets 
with  No  IDs). 

Several  years  and  several  hundred  violets 
later,  I  would  not  attempt  to  repeat  this  labeling 
feat.  When  labels  come  off  at  my  house  today 
and  despite  my  best  efforts,  they  sometimes  do 
the  plant  goes  without  a  name.  It  either  stays 
that  way  for  my  personal  enjoyment  or  is  given 
away  to  someone  who  doesn’t  care  about  the 
name  or  has  their  own  approach.  My  sister 
named  one  particular  violet  ‘Ungrateful  Wretch’, 
when  it  refused  to  bloom  for  her. 

Why  do  I  feel  so  strongly  about  this? 

Have  you  ever  gone  to  a  show  where  the  club 
in  question  has  a  ‘project  plant’  with  everyone 
growing  the  same  plant?  Personally,  I  love  those 
displays  as  they  demonstrate  just  how  differently 
the  same  plant  can  grow  given  different  growing 


conditions.  Differences  in  foliage  color,  amount  of 
variegation  (if  any),  size  and  amount  of  bloom, 
and  amount  of  fantasy  streaking  (if  any) 
demonstrate  the  huge  role  culture  plays  in  suc¬ 
cessfully  growing  violets.  If  a  picture  is  worth 
1,000  words,  these  displays  demonstrate  why 
trying  to  identify  violets  from  pictures  on  a 
website  is  not  a  good  idea. 

To  demonstrate  what  I  mean,  take  a  violet  like 
Arctic  Frost.  Put  the  words  “Arctic  Frost”  and 
“African  violet”  into  your  search  engine  and  limit 
your  search  to  images.  Compare  those  pictures 
with  the  two  in  the  First  Class  2  program.  They 
are  all  different.  In  fact,  the  two  in  FC2  show  the 
plant  with  vastly  different  amounts  of  streaking 
in  the  flower.  A  dear  violet  friend  (Libby  Behnke) 
was  interviewed  in  our  local  paper,  holding  an 
‘Arctic  Frost.’  When  we  met  to  go  to  our  chapter 
meeting,  my  first  question  was  “what  plant  were 
you  holding  in  that  picture?”  Although,  I  grow 
‘Arctic  Frost,’  I  did  not  recognize  her  plant.  Under 
her  growing  conditions,  she  gets  a  lot  of  purple 
streaking  while  my  plant  only  gets  a  minimal 
amount. 

We  all  know  that  violets  with  variegated 
foliage  are  likely  to  lose  some  of  that  coloration 
in  warmer  temperatures  and  get  it  back  when  the 
temperature  drops.  Similarly,  we  can  “green  up” 
plants  with  not  enough  green  by  feeding  fish 
emulsion  or  a  weak  solution  of  water  with 
Epsom  salts.  And  there’s  more. 

The  Technology  Factor 

The  discussion  so  far  has  not  touched  on  the 
impact  different  cameras,  lighting,  and  computers 
have  on  the  way  the  final  picture  appears  on  our 
screen.  Pictures  of  the  exact  same  violet  taken  in 
natural  light,  using  artificial  light,  or  under 
special  grow  lights  would  all  look  different. 
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Individual  computer  settings  will  also  affect  the 
color  you  see  on  your  screen.  Even  if  the 
hybridizer  posted  a  picture  that  was  100% 
accurate,  the  image  displayed  on  your  screen 
might  be  different  depending  on  your  color 
settings. 

The  same  goes  with  printing  in  color  cata¬ 
logues.  And  then  there  is  the  issue  brought  up  in 
the  November/December  ’09  AVM,  where  the 
author  wrote,  “you  need  to  be  very,  very  careful 
with  the  photos  on  this  site,  as  occasionally  it 
appears  that  they  have  exactly  the  same  photo 
for  more  than  one  variety.”  Hello! 

Some  time  ago,  my  husband  bought  me  some 
plants  and  leaves  from  the  Optimara  site.  When  I 
wrote  them  because  I  could  not  read  the  labels, 
the  company  rep  gave  me  a  very  simple  piece  of 
advice.  If  you  intend  to  show  the  Optimara  plants 
you  purchase  directly  from  them,  simply  tell 
them  you  want  to  exhibit  your  plants,  and  they’ll 
make  sure  you  get  plants  or  leaves  that  are 
accurately  labeled.  That  seems  simple  enough  - 
although  it  won’t  help  identify  your  box,  hard¬ 
ware,  or  grocery  store  purchases. 

Can  you  use  the  techniques  described  last 
month  to  narrow  down  the  choices  for  possibly 
identifying  a  violet?  Absolutely.  But,  to  my  way 
of  thinking,  that  is  it.  Even  if  the  potential 
20,000  could  be  reduced  down  to  a  mere  100 
potential  candidates,  there  are  still  99  chances  to 
go  wrong.  And,  in  my  book,  that’s  just  a  guess. 


So,  What’s  The  Big  Deal? 

The  correct  identification  is  important  in 
several  instances.  If  you  want  to  exhibit  at  AVSA 
shows,  then  you  really  do  need  to  have  the 
correct  name  on  your  violet.  Additionally,  if  you 
are  going  to  swap  leaves  with  other  growers, 
then  it  is  considered  good  manners  to  only  share 
leaves  that  are  correctly  identified  -  not  guessed 
at.  There  are  more  than  enough  mislabeled 
violets  out  there  through  honest  mistakes.  We 
don’t  need  to  compound  the  problem  with  our 
guesses.  Of  course,  if  a  friend  admires  a  NOID 
and  you  explain  and  offer  a  leaf,  no  harm  is 
done.  Otherwise,  grow  your  plants  and  enjoy 
them,  named  or  not. 

Not  everyone  insists  on  having  named  violets. 
I  do  a  bit  of  volunteer  work  at  our  local  Botanic 
gardens.  We’ve  got  a  violet  project  going  -  one  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  write  about  next  issue.  After 
potting  up  a  whole  bunch  of  babies  a  few  weeks 
ago,  we  were  left  with  a  few  without  tags.  This 
was  despite  my  best  efforts  to  keep  everything 
named.  “What  should  we  do  with  these?”  asked 
one  of  the  other  volunteers. 

I  hate  to  waste  anything,  especially  violets. 
Throwing  them  away  seemed  profane.  “Take 
them  home,”  I  suggested. 

“That’s  what  I  hoped  you’d  say,”  was  the 
response.  Not  eveiy  violet  has  to  have  a  name  to 
be  enjoyed.  But  if  it  is  named,  it  should  have  the 
right  one. 


Fuzzy  Leaves 

By  Joyce  Stork 


There  are  advantages  to  African  violets’  fuzzy 
leaves.  1)  The  nap  (direction  that  the  hairs  lean) 
is  toward  the  tip,  away  from  the  center  of  the 
plant,  so  raindrops  tend  to  run  off,  instead  of  into 
the  crown  where  moisture  could  lead  to  rot.  2) 
The  hairs  provide  an  ‘air  blanket’  against 
changes  in  air  temperature,  which  are  common 
in  nature.  3)  Larger  chewing  pests,  like  beetles, 
are  held  above  the  actual  plant  tissue  by  the 


hairs.  When  trying  to  feed,  they  get  a  mouthful 
of  fuzz,  and  soon  move  on.  The  entire  Gesneriad 
family  (which  includes  African  violets,  Episcia, 
Gloxinia,  Achimenes,  Streptocarpus ,  etc.)  has 
some  degree  of  fuzz  on  the  leaf.  Photosynthesis 
occurs  in  the  surface  cells  of  the  leaf,  so  the  hairs 
do  not  impact  photosynthesis. 

From  AVSA’s  FAQ  Section 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  cn  forces 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  in  Taurus 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  cn  Gemini 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  in  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  in  Leo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  in  Y (>90 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  in  Lcbra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  in  Scorpio 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  in  Sa^TTartVs 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  in  Capricorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  in  ^cpta rius 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  in  Pisces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


lont/tary  Moon  Table 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Fri  9:41  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

2  Sat 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

3  Sun  9:52  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

4  Mon 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

5  Tue  11:58  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

6  Wed 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

7  Thu 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th  5:40  am 

8  Fri  5:00  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

9  Sat 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

10  Sun  1:10  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

11  Mon 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

12  The  11:54  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

13  Wed 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

14  Thu 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

15  Fri  12:17  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

New  2: 11  am 

16  Sat 

Aquarius 

Mr 

Barren 

1st 

17  Sun 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

18  Mon  1:17  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

19  Tue 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

20  Wed  1:36  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

21  Thu 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

22  Fri  11:39  pm 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

23  Sat 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd  5:53  am 

24  Sun 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

25  Mon  6:11  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

26  Tue 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

27  Wed  9:01  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

28  Thu 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

29  Fri  9:10  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

30  Sat 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  1:18  am 

31  Sun  8:23  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 
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February  Moor*  Tab)© 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Mon 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

2  Tue  8:42  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

3  Wed 

Libra 

Air 

Semi- fruitful 

3rd 

4  Thu  11:56  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

5  Fri 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th  6:48  pm 

6  Sat  7:04  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

7  Sun 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

8  Mon 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

9  Tue  5:43  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

lOWed 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

1 1  Thu  6:24  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

12  Fri 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

13  Sat 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

New  9:51  pm 

14  Sun  7:23  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

15  Mon 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

16  Tue  7:30  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

17  Wed 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

18  Thu 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

19  Fri  5:55  am 

Ihurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

20  Sat 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

21  Sun  1:47  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd  7:42  pm 

22  Mon 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

23  Tue  6:29  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

24  Wed 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

25  Thu  8:08  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

26  Fri 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

27  Sat  7:52  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

28  Sun 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

Full  11:38  am 

Reprinted  with  permission from  Llewellyn's 2010  Moon  Sign  Book, 
published  by  Llewellyn  Publications,  ISBN  0-7387-0124-6 


Big  Surprise  with  Baby  ‘Wrangler’s  Ghost  Rider’ 

By  Georgia  Wolff 

In  all  my  years  of  growing  and  rooting  African  violets,  I  have  never  had  a 
plantlet  bloom  while  still  attached  to  the  mother  leaf!  It  bloomed  true  to 
color,  and  lasted  a  month!  Has  this  happened  to  anyone  else? 
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f  e<Jar  Creek  Violet* 

P.O.Box  113  v 

Stanford,  KY  40484 
Ph  -  606-282-3432 

African  Violets,  Chiritas,  Columneas  & 
Other  Gesneriads . Plants  or  Cuttings! 

Eat  a  Bullfrog  first  thing  each  morning  and  nothing 
worse  will  happen  to  you  the  rest  of  the  day! 

Current  Catalog  $3.00 
Or  order  online  at 

www.orderafricanviolets.com 

Special:  25  leaves  (our  choice)  for  $28.00  ppd. 

Six  plants  (our  choice)  $30.00  ppd. 

You  may  choose  mini/semi,  standard,  trailers  or  mix. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover  Card,  AMX 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinmngia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1372S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Pricelist:  $1.00 

Springfield,  MO  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


MRS  STREP  STREPS 

\ c  '  Streptocarpus,  Chiritas,  Kohlerias,  plus  many  other  Gesneriads: 

Email  for  list  of  available  plants  by  mail  order. 
Kathy  Spissman,  4086  Brownlee  Dr., 
‘A.  Tucker,  GA  30084,  770-939-5289 

Call  for  an  appointment  and  directions  when  you  are  in 
the  area.  Tucker  is  just  a  few  miles  east  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Look  for  my  auctions  on  EBAY  -  Kathystrep  •  Mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 


nPds 


African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 

Send  $2.00  for  catalog  to  Pat’s  Pets 
4189  Jarvis  Rd.  •  Hillsboro,  MO  63050 
Phone  (636)  789-3604 
E-mail:  patspets@sbcglobal.net 
www.patspetsl  .com 


Producing  and  Selling  African  Violet  Seeds  Since  1976 
Wholesale  and  Retail 

Please  visit  us  at  NadeauAf  ricanVioletSeeds.com 


PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces, 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


^  PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 
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-Save  the  Wild  S  aintpaulia 

Will  the  Wild  Aii  lean  Violet  Survive? 

\  A  J  ild  iSaintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very  limited 
T  T  habitat  m  a  handful  ol  mountain  and  coastal  rainforests 
known  by  scientists  as  the  Eastern  Arc.  Much  ol  the  Arc 
rainforests  have  been  destroyed  by  man. 

The  Ah  lean  Rairdorest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenera  ting  the  Saintpaulia  habitat. 
You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

$5, 

$1 

<$25o.oo  -  Ebduffu  (C  omrade) 

$5  oo.oo  -  Bwana  an  Bibi  (Patron) 

$1,000.00  Rihifadi  (Conservator) 

$5  , ooo . oo  M  ezi  (G  uardian) 

Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  made  to: 

Ah  lean  Ramlorest  Conservancy '  Sbo  Broadway,  Suite  202 
Nevr  York ,  NY  10012 


Qo.oo  -  Contributor 
00.00  -  Raliki  (Friend) 


Selective 
'Qardener 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  1 0  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


Q^ENHDIJSE 


100’s  African  violets  and  supplies 
Online  growing  help  and  photos 
Fast  shipping  of  all  supplies 
Online  Message  forums 


www.REEDSGREENHOUSE.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1 954 

Introducing  some  of  our  NEW  varieties  to  tempt  you  for  2010: 


Snowkissed  Plum 
Splendid  Chaos 
Heaven's  Smile 
Red  Rocket 
Spun  Sugar 


Perfect  Harmony 
Hearts  Aflutter 
Sierra  Sunrise 
Cosmic  Art 
Lacy  Lass 


Lucky  Devil  Gum  Drop 

To  receive  our  2010  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  mountains!  Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 


To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at: 


www.lyndonlyon.com 


* 

i 


?>.<?••  ...A  AS  ... 


. ■I..I 
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IQS 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  1 2  =  $76.86  24  =  $1 44.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted 

74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  H  x27"  Wx  12"  D 


1  Gree^o, 

W  Apex,  NC 

At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 

919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


JoS  Violets 

African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 
www.qeocities.com/josviolets  or 

send  stamped  envelope 


2205  College  Dr 
(361)  575-1344 


Victoria,  TX  77901 
josviolets@yahoo.com 


275  pages  - 12  Color  pages 


Great  Holiday  Gift  at  Great  Savings 
INSECTS,  PESTS  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  FAMILY 

•  I  TUI  book  by  N \ncy  Robkxille 

A  J  $12.49(usd) 

+  $10  50  upping  and  handling 

m*'ll  Total :  $22."  m 


To  Order: 

www.greenthumbpress.com 

10065  Lausanne  Avenue 
Montreal,  QC  -  Canada  HI  H  5B1 
514  324-1969 


African  Violets  for 
Everyone 

by  Ruth  Coulson 

The  book for  all  lovers  of  African  violets 

Includes  a  CD  of  images  and 
an  informative  presentation. 

180  x  240  mm  (7x9  1/2  in.) 
Paperback,  90  p.,  12  full  colour. 

$28.50  plus  postage  $14.00  in 
US/Can.,  $3.90  Aust. 

(Australian  currency) 

Enquire  for  other  postal  zones. 
Discounts  apply  for  10  or  more  copies. 

Orders  and  contact: 

Mail:  5  Colban  Street, 

Balcolyn  NSW  2264  Australia 
Email:  ruthcoulson@iprimus.com.au 
Online:  www.africanvioletsforeveryone.net 
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{Patty’s  {Plants  <£  (Zntiyues 
{P(S  %*x  751 
920  Millington 
Winfield,  {Kansas  67/56 

African  Violets  and  their  relatives.  Send 
$2.00  for  our  Spring  catalog  or 
Visit  our  web  site  at 


www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


Hours:  10:00  AM  until  5:30  PM  Tues.  thru 
Sat.,  1:00  PM  thru  6:00  PM  Sun. 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 


African  Violets  &  Supplies 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Leaves, 
Species,  and  Vintage  Varieties 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures. 
Send  $3  for  our  print  version  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  mpetry@embarqmail.com  Phone  (717)  528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 
African  Violets:  Back  to  the  Basics 
African  Violets:  Gifts  from  Nature 

Author:  Melvin  J.  Robey 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 

SEASON! 

3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 

Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 


TravisMolets 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


NEW  2010  SHIPPING 
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www.watercamel.com 


Convenient  watering  device  for  pots  or  hanging  baskets! 


Exclusive  offer  for  AVSA  members  for  FREE  SHIPPING  on 
the  purchase  of  5  unit  increments  of  Water  Camels. 


Follow  this  link  to  the  storefront: 
http://stores.ebay.com/lnternationalCloseoutsLLC 


Or  visit  www.watercamel.com  for  a  convenient  link. 


BELISLES  VIOLET  HOUSE 

FEATURING  COLLECTIONS,  HEIRLOOM  VIOLETS, 
CHOICE  GESNERIADS,  AND  UNUSUAL  HOUSEPLANTS 

P.O.BOX  111  •  RADISSON,  Wl  54867 

VISIT  US  AT  WWW.BELISLEVIOLETHOUSE.COM 
CATALOGS  AVAILABLE  FOR  $3.00  EACH 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeaux,  QC  H9B  1L5 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Oyama 

U  8plf-Watprinn  PI; 


Self-Watering  Planters 


DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

Oy  amaPlanters.com 


Achimenes,  Aeschyncinthus,  Chirita,  Columned,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpns...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1 122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads ,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 


Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


s  an  information  exchange 


Slenen  t  Plant  Ptkap 


African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 

234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221-3832  •  (210)922-0208 
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Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Francjois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 
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Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

941  FM  2377  . . ^ °n 


Red  Oak,  Texas  75154  (972)  617-1186 

Fax  (972)  617-1198  email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 


For  CATALOG 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Venniculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


"Violet  Barn 

9-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 
Home  of  ‘Rob's’  and  ‘Ma's’  hybrids.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

MA'S  FUZZY  SLIPPERS.  Lovely  sdbl.  white  pansies  with 
distinctive,  frilly  deep  pink  edges.  Heavily  serrated, 
variegated  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  PARIS  AFFAIR.  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  deep  pink  pansies 
heavily  splashed  with  white  fantasy  streaks.  Perfectly 
growing,  dark,  variegated  foliage.  Easy  grower,  and 
bloomer,  nice  showplant.  $7.00 

NEW  IVIINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

ROB'S  ASTRO  ZOMBIE.  Sdbl.  deep  blue-purple  stars  with 
lots  of  very  bright  rose-pink  puffs  throughout.  Dark, 
pointed,  foliage.  Easy  grower,  profuse  bloomer, 

"other  worldly"  blooms.  Semimini  $7.00 

ROB'S  JACUZZI  FLOOZIE.  Round,  sdbl,  white  pansies  with 
fuchsia-red  side-stripes.  Round,  heavily  variegated 
foliage.  Semimini  chimera.  $12.00 

NEW  STREPTOCARPIJS 

BRISTOL'S  COSTUME  PARTY.  Fringed,  bright  lavender- 
purple  sdbl.  with  dark  purple  veining  from  throat  and 
rose-pink  fantasy.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  JIMMIES.  Adorable!  Carmine-pink  sdbl.  blooms 
with  sporadic  white  fantasy  streaks.  Very  heavy, 
constant  bloomer  on  a  small-growing  plant.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  PINK  PRISS.  Lovely,  fringed,  deep  shell-pink 
blooms  with  butter-yellow  throat.  Dark,  quilted, 
foliage.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SALT  SHAKER.  Fantastic!  Very  unusual, 

ocean-blue  blooms  heavily  peppered  and  streaked  in 
sparkling  white  fantasy.  Non-stop  blooms  over  easy, 
dark,  foliage.  Excellent.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SUNBEAM.  Large,  brilliant  white  blooms  with 
large,  even  brighter,  yellow  throat.  You'll  need 
sunglasses!  $6.00 

...Hundreds  more  listed  on  our  web-site  and  catalog, 
other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each,  minis  and  streps 
at  $5.00 

$350  in  cash  and  prizes  offered  at  the  2010  Show  for 
our  hybrids! 


NEW  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

BLUE  SKIRT  (Golubye  Inbochki).  Large,  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  'thumbprints'  on  petals.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  CZARITZA  MAGNOLIA  (Tsaritsa  magnoliya).  Large, 
double  white  stars,  medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  HANGING  GARDENS  (Sady  semiramidy).  Wow!  Very 
large  and  double  red  stars.  Medium  green  foliage. 
$7.00 

EK  RAINBOW  OF  LOVE  (Raduga  Ljubvil).  Large,  hot-pink 
dbl.  stars.  Dark,  red-backed  foliage.  $7.00 

SWEETIE  (Konfetka).  Double  hot-pink  pansies  with 
greenish-white  edges.  Medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

TOUCH  ME  NOT  (Nedotroga).  Double  white  stars  with 
dark  pink  eye  and  'thumbprint'.  Medium  green 
foliage.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  new  and  recent  'Russian' 
varieties! 

HAVE  THESE  RECENT  FAVORITES? 

MA'S  FAT FROGGIE.  Huge,  fully  dbl.  white  star  carnation 
blooms  with  thick,  deep  green  edging.  Wavy, 
variegated  std.  foliage.  $8.00 

MA'S  GLASS  SLIPPER.  Frilly  sdbl.  white  pansies  with  blue 
speckling  in  edge  of  pink.  Wavy,  serrated,  variegated 
standard  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  HICKIE.  Introduced  late  in'09  so  new  to  most.  Sdbl. 
white  pansies  with  lavender  side  stripes,  variable, 
ruffled  green  edge.  Variegated  standard  foliage. 
Chimera.  $17.00 

ROB'S  CHILLY  WILLY.  Best  mini  at  2008  AVSA.  Dbl. 

sparkling  white  to  silver  fluted  stars  with  blue  overlay 
and  edges.  Tiny  white,  yellow,  and  green  variegate 
miniature  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  COMBUSTIBLE  PIGEON.  Best  New  Cultivar  and  Best 
semimini  at  2008  AVSA.  Sdbl.  pink  pansies  with  blue 
fantasy  and  white  edging.  Lovely  green,  gold 
variegated  semimini  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  PLAID  SKIRT.  Eye-catching  sdbl.  pink  stars  with  blue 
splashes  and  white  edges.  Cream,  green  variegated 
semimini.  $5.00 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS.  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcias,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

PRICES:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  1 5,  add  $12  per  order  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 
We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  our  web-site  or  call  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $35  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME-SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW.VIOLETBARN.COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  1-5  p.m. 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  www. theviolethouse. com  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  p.m.,  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX"  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthUnk.net> 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  7770 2; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 
check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  A Z  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynn_lombard@worldnet.att.net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valomet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annanaale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Raleigh,  NC  -  April  11  - 
April  18,  2010. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  603  N.  San  Francisco  St.,  Flagstaff,  AZ 
86001.  A  registration  fee  of  $15  is  required.  Email 
<ruthloomis@msn.com> 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery  .  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  1L  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Raamser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-2667.  E-mail  <Janice@q wip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to:  Meredith 
Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY.  Please 
check  for  new  prices  on  AVSA  Show  Packets. 

Rates  for  SSA  packet  and  AVSA  collection  rosettes:  SSA 
PACKET  PACKET,  NO  ROSETTES  -  $5;  SSA  PACKET  WITH  1 
OR  2  ROSETTES  -  $12.50;  SSA  Packet  with  2  sets  of  rosettes 

-  $20.00;  SSA  packet  with  3  sets  of  rosettes  -  $27.50. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or  mechanical, 
without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of 
AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without  Editor’s  permission. 
AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont, 
TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  E-mail 
<rrumsey@earthlink.  net> . 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND 
MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1 ;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar.  issue 

-  Jan.  1;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July  issue  -  May  1;  Sept,  issue  - 
July7 1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast.net>  (Ad  rates  on  web  site: 
AVSA.org). 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/ Apr.  issue  -  Jan.  1 ;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July/ Aug. 
issue  -  May  1;  Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  - 
Sept.  1. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office 
in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization, 
at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 

Subscription  $50.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  2009  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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President’s  Message  941  f.  m.  2377  •  Red  oak,  tx  75154 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President  Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


I  am  looking  forward  to  seeing 
everybody  at  the  AVSA  2010 
Convention  in  Raleigh,  NC,  April 
11-18,  2010.  If  you  have  not 
registered,  remember  that  the  purple 
convention  pages  that  were  in  the  center 
of  the  AVM  are  now  located  on  the  web¬ 
site  (www.avsa.org.),  or  you  may 
request  them  through  the  AVSA  office. 

At  the  convention,  there  will  be  a  table  for 
AVSA  members  to  obtain  information  or  to  sign¬ 
up  for  the  Anne  and  Frank  Tlnari  Endowment 
Fund.  Please  consider  joining  those  supporting 
the  endowment  fund.  This  is  one  way  we  can 
ensure  the  future  of  AVSA. 

We  want  to  welcome  the  newest  and 
youngest  member  of  the  AVSA  Office  Staff.  She 
arrived  on  December  29,  2009,  and  her  name  is 
Ava  Elizabeth  Carruth,  daughter  of  our  AVSA 
Office  Secretary,  Amy.  We  wish  Amy  and  her 
family  the  best  wishes  possible,  and  know  that 
big  brother  Grant  will  enjoy  having  this 
beautiful  little  girl  in  his  life. 


. . 


Grant ,  Amy ;  and  Ava  in  the 
AVSA  Office  Mailroom. 


The  2012  convention  is  scheduled  to 
be  at  the  Marriott  Detroit  at  the 
Renaissance  Center,  Detroit,  MI,  on  June 
2  -  10,  2012.  My  wife  Janice  and  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  Kathy 
Lahti,  AVSA  Convention  Director,  and 
Steve  Turner,  local  affiliate  contact,  to 
tour  the  hotels  and  areas  of  interest. 
There  will  be  tours  in  Canada,  so  be  sure 
to  get  your  passport  up-to-date. 

The  Library  Committee  will  have  new  DVD 
programs  available  at  the  convention.  Bill 
Price’s  program  on  trailers  and  Pat  Hancock’s 
program  on  African  violets  will  be  great  addi¬ 
tions  to  members’  and  clubs’  libraries. 

My  local  affiliate,  the  First  AVS  of  Dallas, 
started  a  new  program  this  year  in  giving  classes 
to  home-schooled  children.  The  first  class  was  in 
September,  with  seven  young  girls.  We  have  a 
short  presentation,  with  a  hands-on  workshop  at 
each  meeting.  We  gave  each  student  a  miniature 
and  a  semiminiature  African  violet  during  the 
first  presentation.  The  workshops  included 
putting  down  leaves,  repotting,  grooming  to 
show,  designs,  and  container  gardens.  We  have 
also  included  in  our  local  show  a  section  for  the 
students  to  exhibit  their  African  violets  and 
designs.  Our  goal  is  to  stimulate  interest  in 
African  violets  with  the  younger  generation 
while  promoting  AVSA  and  our  local  club.  The 
students’  parents  are  also  showing  interest  in 
learning  about  African  violets  and  brought  their 
own  plants  to  be  repotted. 

What  are  your  local  affiliates  doing  do 
increase  membership  and  promote  AVSA? 
Please  let  our  Membership  and  Promotion 
Committee  Chair,  Kathy  Bell,  or  me  know  so 
we  can  pass  along  your  good  ideas  to  other 
affiliates. 

Happy  growing,  good  luck,  and  keep  smiling. 

Ron  Davidson 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Thank  you  for  all  the  positive 
comments  on  the  new  African  Violet 
Magazine! 

Although  I  thought  the  changes 
would  be  welcome,  it  has  been  nice 
to  hear  from  you,  our  members.  As 
expected,  most  comments  were  about 
the  additional  color  pages. 

This  is  a  good  opportunity  for  our 
members  to  share  outstanding  photos 
of  their  own  plants.  Please  consider  submission 
to  the  AVM.  I  know  that  there  are  many  very 
good  growers  out  there.  Make  sure  that  the 
background  is  clear,  not  busy,  and  that  there  are 
no  picks  with  name  cards,  or  ribbons,  and  happy 
faces.  If  sending  electronically,  the  photo  size 
should  be  300dpi,  or  at  least  1MB.  If  you  have 
printed  photographs  or  slides,  I  can  reproduce 
them  in  the  required  format  for  publication. 

Susan  Anderson’s  Tally  Time  2009  is  on 
page  18  in  this  issue.  This  is  a  summary  of  the 
African  violet  varieties  receiving  the  greatest 
number  of  awards  in  AVSA  Standard  Shows 
throughout  the  last  year.  This  is  a  good  tool  to 
use  in  your  search  for  show-winning  plants  to 
add  to  your  collection. 

John  Beaulieu ,  author  of  so  many  articles 
featuring  beautiful  color  photographs  and  art 
work,  shares  his  method  for  using  his 
Achimenes  as  seasonal  hanging  baskets  in  his 
article,  “Out  on  a  Limb,”  on  page  24  in  this 
issue. 

John  also  answered  my  plea  for  new  clip  art, 
to  help  update  the  look  of  this  magazine. 
Thank  you  so  much,  John,  it’s  nice  to  have 
such  a  creative  man  on  board! 

Mel  Grice’s  first  column  as  he  shares  the 
duties  with  Georgene  Albrecht  as  one  of  our  “A 
Family  Portrait”  writers,  is  on  page  28.  Mel’s 
focus  is  on  Gloxinella  lindeniana,  with  several 
color  photos  of  this  lovely  member  of  the 
Gesneriad  family. 


If  the  “And  the  winners  are...” 
listing  in  this  issue  seems  longer  than 
usual,  it  is.  Mary  Corondan,  who 
does  a  wonderful  job  producing  this 
list  for  us  from  club  show  results, 
sent  me  the  column  for  the  January 
issue,  but,  due  to  a  problem  with  my 
email,  I  did  not  receive  them  in  time. 
This  issue’s  listing  also  includes  those 
that  were  to  appear  in  the  last  AVM. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  the  convention  in 
Raleigh,  NC.  Although  I  have  never  been  there,  I 
have  heard  so  much  about  the  beauty  of  the 
area,  which  is  steeped  in  history  from  America’s 
early  colonial  days.  I  hope  you’ve  sent  your 
convention  registration  in,  so  you  won’t  miss  the 
chance  to  attend  those  presentations  with  an 
attendance  limit. 

I’m  including  a  photo  of  Grant,  AVSA 
Secretary  Amy’s  little  boy.  When  he  comes  by 
the  office,  Grant  always  wants  to  help  out! 

■  AVt 


Grant  Carruth 
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♦  1  ♦  i  Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 

1 1 1  /l  T  P  Q  ^45  Hudson  Avenue  •  Ihmpa,  FL  33606-3926 
Hill  V V  V  Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


GIVING  BACK  TO  AVSA 


The  theme  of  most  of  the  columns 
I’ve  written  for  the  African  Violet 
Magazine  has  been  about  what 
AVSA  can  do  for  our  clubs.  Now  I’d 
like  to  address  what  the  AVSA 
members  and  affiliates  can  do  to  help 
AVSA. 

First,  I  would  encourage  everyone  to 
join  AVSA.  When  new  members  join  your 
clubs,  please  point  out  the  benefits  they 
receive  from  becoming  a  member  of  AVSA  along 
with  membership  in  your  club.  I  would  also 
stress  keeping  both  your  memberships  as 
individuals  and  affiliates  current.  The  expiration 
date  of  your  membership  appears  on  the  front 
protective  cover  of  the  AVM.  Keeping  both  your 
membership  and  address  current  will  save  the 
AVSA  office  manager  both  time  and  money 
spent  trying  to  track  down  errant  members.  If 
you  have  requested  subscribers’  names  and 
addresses  to  advise  them  of  an  upcoming  event 
your  club  is  hosting,  you  would  certainly  want 
that  list  to  be  up  to  date. 

Make  an  effort  to  attend  the  annual  AVSA 
convention.  Everyone  attending  the  annual  con¬ 
ventions  will  come  home  with  new  knowledge 
about  the  African  violet  world,  new  friends,  new 
plants,  and  new  goals.  Clubs  and  individuals 
can  donate  awards  to  the  show  winners.  Send 
your  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509. 

Convention  time  is  a  great  time  to  pick  up 
some  AVSA  library  programs.  Chairman  Anne 
Nicholas,  3113  Deerfield  Drive,  Denton,  TX 
76208  welcomes  your  ideas  for  library  programs 
and  any  slides  you  wish  to  donate.  Several  of 
the  library  programs  are  available  for  sale.  (CD 
ROMS  for  Computers)  The  CDs  offer  program 
ideas  and  feature  past  convention  highlights 


from  2002  Washington,  DC,  through 
2009  in  Reno.  Other  programs 
include  African  Violet  Troubles,  The 
Other  Gesneriads,  and  The  Pittman 
Way  of  Growing  Violets.  The  AVSA 
Library  also  has  DVDs  for  sale.  The 
DVDs  offered  include  convention 
highlights  from  Tucson  in  2004 
through  Reno  in  2009.  Other  DVDs 

available  are  “African  Violet  Trailers”  and  a 
two  DVD  set  of  “Understanding  the  African 
Violet  Species”.  AVSA  also  offers  the  new 
updated  book  “Growing  To  Show”,  “You  CAN 
Grow  African  Violets”  by  Kent  &  Joyce  Stork, 
and  “Insect  &  Mite  Pests  of  African  Violets”  by 
Dr.  Charles  Cole. 

AVSA  has  a  Booster  Fund  that  gladly 
receives  donations.  Send  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Drive,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 
Those  who  contribute  to  the  Booster  Fund  can 
specify  the  general  fund,  the  website  improve¬ 
ment  fund,  or  the  Editor’s  Computer  Fund. 

The  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund  accepts 
donations.  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N,  106th 
Avenue,  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958  is  the  Chair¬ 
man.  This  fund  supports  research  on  and  about 
the  Saintpaulia.  If  you  have  any  suggestions 
about  projects  for  scientific  research  or  the 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research 
personnel,  make  your  suggestions  to  Dr.  Jeff 
Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN 
47304. 

The  Building  Maintenance  Fund  supports 
our  AVSA  Office  Building.  Maintaining  our  office 
fund  is  Susan  Hapner,  Chairman.  Send  your 
donations  to  Susan  at  35  Ridge  Point  Drive, 
Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 

The  Anne  &  Frank  Tinari  Endowment  Fund 
is  to  ensure  AVSA  remains  for  our  children  and 
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generations  to  come.  Individual  members  may  make 
a  bequest  on  the  behalf  of  AVSA.  Members  and 
clubs  can  also  make  donations.  Janet  Riemer,  Past 
President  of  AVSA  and  the  Tinari  Fund  Chairman 
accepts  your  donations  at  256  Pennington- 
Harbourton  Road,  Pennington,  NJ  08534. 

All  of  the  AVSA  Funds  accept  donations 
made  in  memory  of  a  beloved  club  member.  I 
can  think  of  no  better  way  for  an  affiliate  club 
or  individual  member  to  honor  and  celebrate  the 
life  and  love  of  African  Violets  of  a  member  who 
has  passed  away.  Many  judges  donate  the 
gratuity  they  have  received  for  judging. 

Affiliates  may  also  donate  a  portion  of  their 
club’s  annual  sale  or  fundraiser  to  benefit  AVSA. 
One  club  holds  a  huge  garage  sale  and  donates 
the  proceeds  to  AVSA. 


Our  African  Violet  Magazine  Editor  Ruth 
Rumsey  appreciates  articles  submitted  by  our 
members.  Send  your  articles  to  Ruth  at  the 
AVSA  office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX 
77702  or  FAX  409-839-4329  or  E-mail 
rrumsey@earthlink.  net. 

AVSA  MEMBERSHIP  &  PROMOTION 
Chairman  Kathy  Bell  would  like  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  offers  to  help,  and  requests  for 
assistance.  You  can  reach  Kathy  at  9611  E. 
Blanding  Lane,  Tucson,  AZ  85747  or  E-mail 
bellkk@peoplepc.com. 

Please,  think  about  what  you  can  do  to  help. 
AVSA  is  always  searching  for  ways  to  improve  the 
organization  and  benefit  the  membership.  Perhaps 
you  can  come  up  with  ideas  to  share  and  benefit 
AVSA. 


12th  Annual  Luncheon  Auction 

By  Edna  Rourke 
AVSA  Auction  Chair 


Our  twelfth  Annual  Luncheon  Auction  will 
take  place  at  noon  on  Friday,  April  16,  2010.  To 
make  this  auction  a  success,  we  need  the  help  of 
all  of  our  members,  affiliates,  hybridizers,  and 
commercials.  Monies  raised  are  used  to  benefit  all 
of  AVSA.  Your  help  and  your  donations  are  an 
integral  part  of  the  success  of  the  auction. 

Please  consider  donating  a  violet-related  item 
or  craft  to  the  auction.  Hybridizers  and  commer¬ 
cial  members,  your  donations  of  supplies  or 
newly-introduced  plants  or  cuttings  would  be 
very  much  appreciated.  They  are  always  a  wildly 
popular  bidding  item. 

As  always,  your  help  will  insure  the  success 


of  this  auction.  All  donations  and  contributors 
will  be  listed  and  acknowledged  at  the  auction, 
and  thanks  again  are  extended  in  the  AVM. 

Remember,  you  must  attend  the  luncheon  in 
order  to  attend  the  auction.  Won’t  you  join 
us? 

Please  let  me  know  if  you  will  be  donating 
items,  and  include  a  description.  You  can 
reach  me  by  mail  at:  Edna  Rourke,  99  Old 
Stratford  Road,  Shelton,  CT  06484-6129,  by 
phone  at  (203)  926-9716,  or  by  email  at 
Apapillon@aol.com. 

I’m  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you  and 
hope  to  see  you  in  Raleigh 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Beauteous 

Exhibited  by:  Bill  Price 
Hybridized  by:  P.  Harris 
Standard  Trailer 
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In  Search  of  New  Violets 

Dr.  Jeff  Smithy  The  Indiana  Academy 


Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


Several  months  ago  this  column 
raised  the  observation  and  question 
that  using  chimera  plants  in 
hybridization  crosses  seemed  to  run 
into  fertility  problems.  One  of  our 
hybridizers  in  Australia  recently 
shared  with  me  the  results  of  some 
crosses  designed  to  test  this 
observation.  Several  of  his  chimera  X 
chimera  crosses  failed  to  set  seed 
while  other  crosses  with  non¬ 
chimeras  made  under  the  same  growing  condi¬ 
tions  took  just  fine.  The  few  chimeras  that  did  set 
seed  had  trouble  keeping  the  seed  pods  to 
maturity,  or  the  number  of  seeds  in  the  seed  pod 
was  very  low  in  number.  Other  crosses  by  other 
Australian  hybridizers  are  still  undergoing  evalu¬ 
ation.  Although  these  results  are  preliminary, 
they  do  tend  to  support  the  earlier  reports  that 
hybridization  efforts  with  chimeras  are  less  likely 
to  be  successful  in  setting  seed  or  producing 
normal  seed  quantities.  Why  chimeras  should  be 
this  way  is  still  unknown,  but  the  results  of  these 
experiments  do  suggest  that  hybridizing  with 
chimeras  is  difficult  and  chancy  at  best. 

Q:  Ed  like  to  create  a  yellow  wasp 
Jlower  with  green  edges .  Would  I  he  able  to 
do  this  from  this  list  of  plants  that  are 
available  to  me? 

A:  Your  idea  of  a  yellow  wasp  with  green 
edges  is  a  very  interesting  combination  and  one 
that  I  think  is  possible  to  create  from  the  list  of 
plants  you’ve  included.  Here  is  a  summary  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  traits: 

Wasp  -  dominant  to  violet  shape  or  star  shape 

Green  edges  -  should  be  a  dominant  to  no 
edges 

Yellow  -  dominant  to  white,  but  usually 
recessive  to  all  other  colors.  Highly  variable  in 
expression. 

I  think  a  good  cross  from  the  plants  in  your 
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list  would  be  ‘Wizard’s  Sunstrike’ 
(white/yellow  wasp)  with  one  of  the 
green  edged  plants  such  as  ‘Frozen 
in  Time’  (white  with  green/white 
edges).  I  would  guess  that  ‘Frozen  in 
Time’  would  best  be  used  as  a  pollen 
parent  as  the  green  edged  plants  are 
sometimes  difficult  to  use  as  a  seed 
parent.  However,  I’d  try  to  cross  both 
directions.  Using  ‘Frozen  in  Time’  as 
the  seed  parent  would  give  you  var¬ 
iegated  foliage  in  your  offspring,  an  interesting 
bonus  in  the  cross.  If  you  get  a  good  green  edged 
wasp  plant  in  the  FI  generation  then  backcross 
the  FI  to  ‘Wizard’s  Sunstrike’  to  try  to  conserve 
those  traits  and  bring  out  more  yellow  color. 

Q:  If  I  cross  with  the  species  African 
violets ,  what flower  colors  do  they  have  in 
their  background  that  I  can  expect  to  get 
in  the  offspring? 

A:  All  of  the  African  violet  species  have  blue 
flowers.  The  color  might  be  light  blue  to  very 
dark  blue/purple,  but  they  are  all  some  shade  of 
blue.  The  most  dominant  flower  in  African 
violets  is  blue.  It  will  show  up  over  every7  other 
color.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  none  of  the 
species  have  other  colors  hidden  in  them  as 
recessives.  This  means  that  a  cross  with  a 
species  African  violet  will  likely  give  you  100% 
blue  flowered  FI  offspring. 

It  is  possible  that  you  could  introduce  patterns 
in  the  flowers  in  the  first  generation  by  choosing 
an  appropriate  cultivar.  Traits  such  as  fantasy 
flowers,  Geneva  edges,  and  raspberry  edges  are 
dominant  traits  can  be  expressed  in  the  blue 
flower  color.  This  might  give  you  a  little  more 
variety  in  the  FI  offspring  than  flowers  that  are 
just  shades  of  blue. 

I  have  seen  a  picture  of  a  pink  flowered 
Saintpaulia  rupicola,  However,  1  do  not  know 
that  this  plant  has  become  available  outside  of 
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Kenya.  If  it  is  available,  it  would  offer  the 
possibility  of  some  other  flower  colors  when 
using  the  species  African  violets  in  crosses. 

Q:  When  you  look  at  the  results  of  a 
cross ,  do  you  look  at  just  the  dominant 
traits  or  do  you  also  count  the  seedlings 
with  recessive  traits? 

A:  If  I  am  interested  in  the  ratio  of  plants  with 
the  dominant  versus  the  recessive  form  of  a  trait, 
I  might  actually  make  a  tally  sheet  and  count 
how  many  plants  fall  into  each  category.  This 
information  is  useful  if  I’m  trying  to  see  if  the 
outcome  of  the  cross  fits  a  particular  ratio  such  as 
a  3: 1  or  a  1:1.1  did  more  of  this  type  of  counting 
when  I  was  first  testing  the  inheritance  of  traits 
in  African  violets  than  I  really  do  these  days. 

Now,  I  am  usually  interested  in  finding  out  if 
particular  combinations  of  traits  have  come 
together  into  a  single  plant.  In  those  cases,  I 
usually  just  watch  or  score  seedlings  for  the  traits 
and  see  if  one  shows  up  with  the  desired  combi¬ 
nation.  If  two  or  more  of  the  traits  are  recessives, 
I  may  count  to  make  sure  that  some  seedlings  are 
showing  the  individual  recessive  traits.  Since  not 
all  of  the  seedlings  will  bloom  at  the  same  time, 
this  type  of  counting  is  useful  in  sampling  the 
first  few  seedlings  to  see  if  the  desired  combina¬ 
tion  will  eventually  show  up  if  I  grow  out  enough 
seedlings.  If  none  of  the  seedlings  are  showing 
one  of  the  recessive  traits  I’m  watching  for,  then 
the  chances  of  getting  the  double  recessive  com¬ 
bination  are  essentially  zero.  This  isn’t  exactly 
what  I  think  you  are  asking  about  in  your 
original  question  on  counting  the  plants,  but  it 


does  help  tell  me  if  my  models  were  correct  and  if 
the  combination  is  likely  to  show  up  if  there  is  a 
big  enough  sample  size. 

Q:  Do  you  actually  use  the  genetic 
letters  or  symbols  in  working  out  a  cross? 
If  so f  what  symbols  do  you  use? 

A:  The  genetic  letters  or  symbols  that  are  used 
in  hybridizing  are  nothing  more  than  a  coding 
method  to  show  something  that  hybridizers  can’t 
actually  see,  the  genes  or  alleles  that  a  plant 
contains  in  their  cells.  Like  all  symbols,  the  letters 
have  their  uses  and  their  limitations.  When  one 
is  new  in  hybridizing,  the  letters  can  help  visual¬ 
ize  the  genotypes  of  the  parents  and  the  antici¬ 
pated  outcome  of  a  cross.  They  turn  the  abstract 
into  concrete  symbols  that  are  easier  to  manipu¬ 
late  and  understand.  What  letters  you  chose  to 
use  is  up  to  the  hybridizer.  There  are  some  pub¬ 
lished  lists  of  genetic  symbols  for  African  violets, 
but  you  can  really  use  anything  you  wish  for 
your  own  purposes.  Just  keep  a  key  of  what  the 
symbols  stand  for. 

I  only  tend  to  use  the  symbols  to  write  out 
very  complicated  crosses  or  to  check  the  recombi¬ 
nation  of  patterns.  With  experience,  one  tends  to 
internalize  the  symbols,  and  you  manipulate 
them  inside  your  head  rather  than  writing  them 
down  on  paper.  However,  I  do  strongly 
encourage  hybridizers  to  keep  written  or  com¬ 
puter  records  of  their  crosses.  If  not  the  symbols 
of  the  cross,  at  least  record  the  parents  and  the 
intended  goal  in  the  offspring.  Memory  is  fallible 
and  written  records  help  you  remember  what  you 
were  trying  to  accomplish  with  a  cross. 
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3015  Timmy  Ave.  •  Clovis,  CA  93612 
Email:  sueh@csufresno.edu 


Question  Box 

By  Sue  Hajfner 


Dear  Friends, 

Here  we  are  in  a  new  year  for 
African  violet  shows,  sales,  and  other 
activities.  I  hope  that  you  and  your 
plants  are  doing  well. 

Q.  Ifm  new  to  growing  violets 
from  leaves.  Here's  my  question:  a 
whole  bunch  of  baby  plants  are 
now  coming  up  around  each  leaf.  Should  I 
let  all  these  develop,  or  should  I  pull  off  the 
smaller  ones  and  just  let  the  most  mature 
rosette  grow  on? 

Answer:  That’s  an  excellent  question.  1  sus¬ 
pect  that  most  of  us  try  to  keep  every  single 
immature  plant  going,  potting  up  each  one.  In 
many  cases,  some  of  the  tiniest  ones  will  not 
develop  well,  or  will  even  expire.  It  makes  sense 
-  and  also  demonstrates  some  discipline  -  to 
keep  the  largest  and  strongest  and  remove  the 
others.  You  say,  “pull  off  the  smaller  ones.”  It 
might  be  more  prudent  to  cut  them  off  with  small 
scissors  (such  as  cuticle  or  sewing  scissors). 
Pulling  them  could  dislodge  the  mother  leaf.  Let 
the  new  plants  remain  with  the  mother  leaf  until 
it  is  large  enough  to  be  handled  easily. 

Q.  Eve  heard  that  there  is  a  bad  skin 
disease  you  can  get  from  handling  peat 
moss  without  gloves.  Is  that  true? 

Answer:  The  disease  you  probably  heard 
about  is  a  fungal  disease  called  Sporotrichosis. 
Sometimes  called  “Rose  Gardener’s  Disease”,  it  is 
caused  by  the  fungus  Sporotrichum  schenckii, 
and  it  is  commonly  spread  by  thorn  pricks.  The 
fungus  has  been  found  in  soil,  on  flowers  and 
shrubs,  on  wood,  timber,  forest  litter,  and  various 
mosses,  including  sphagnum  moss.  Here  is 
where  there  is  some  misunderstanding:  the 
disease  is  found  on  sphagnum  moss,  not  on  peat 
moss.  Sphagnum  moss  is  a  living  plant,  which  is 
green  and  light  tan  in  color  and  its  usual  appear¬ 


ance  is  in  long  strands.  Peat  moss,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  medium-to-dark 
brown  material  and  has  aged  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  years,  usually  under  water.  As 
far  as  is  known,  there  have  been  no 
cases  of  Sporotrichosis  caused  by  peat 
moss  or  the  product  called  Canadian 
sphagnum  peat  moss.  The  fungus  is 
found  throughout  the  United  States,  but 
it  appears  to  be  most  common  in  the 
Midwest,  especially  in  Wisconsin.  Infection 
occurs  when  the  spores  of  the  fungus  are  intro¬ 
duced  through  a  small  abrasion  or  a  scratch  in 
the  skin.  In  one  to  four  weeks,  a  small  painless 
blister  develops  at  the  entry  point.  This  blister 
becomes  inflamed  and  slowly  enlarges.  Other 
areas  may  become  infected  as  the  fungus  spreads 
through  the  lymph  channels,  and  the  lymph 
glands  in  the  armpit  or  elbow  may  become 
enlarged  and  sore.  But  diagnosed  early,  the 
disease  can  be  effectively  treated. 

Q.  We're  all  advised  to  isolate  new 
plants  when  we  bring  them  home.  But 
what  can  we  do  if  we  only  have  one  shelf 
or  windowsill  for  our  plants?  What  if  we 
don 't  have  another  suitable  place  for  the 
plant  to  grow  while  we  observe  it  for  bugs 
or  other  problems? 

Answer:  Yes,  I  suspect  we  all  know  that  we 
should  isolate  any  new  plant  or  plants  before  we 
amalgamate  them  into  our  collections.  If  you 
have  only  one  plant  growing  area  of  your  home, 
however,  you  can  enclose  your  new  plant  or 
plants  in  plastic  bags.  This  effectively  isolates 
them;  it  also  provides  a  humid  environment 
which  may  help  the  newcomers  survive  the 
transition  from  one  set  of  growing  conditions  to 
another.  You  can  also  take  advantage  of  the 
greenhouse-like  atmosphere  of  the  plastic  bag  to 
put  down  some  cuttings  of  your  new  additions. 
You  could  even  root  them  in  the  same  pot  with 
the  main  plant. 
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Q.  I  have  a  friend  who  is  very 
knowledgeable ,  plant- wise.  He  grows  lots 
of  plants  from  seed,  using  sand  straight 
from  the  bag.  That  made  me  wonder  f  I 
could  root  violet  leaves  in  sand.  What  do 
you  think? 

Answer:  Yes,  I  suppose  you  could  use  sand, 
though  it  generally  isn’t  recommended  for 
violets.  Still,  coarse  sand,  such  as  builder’s  sand 
or  sandblasting  sand,  is  commonly  used  in  the 
greenhouse  trade,  usually  in  combination  with 
perlite  and/or  peat  moss.  I  would  avoid  the  fine 
“sandbox”  type  sand,  as  it  tends  to  pack  down 
and  inhibit  drainage.  Commercially  bagged  sand 
is  steam  cleaned,  I  believe,  though  I  would  still 
heat-treat  the  mix  (oven  or  microwave)  before 
using  it.  It  might  be  fun  to  run  an  experiment  to 
see  which  medium  works  best  or  quickest  for 
rooting  leaves. 

Q.  One  of  my  violets  looks  really  funny. 
The  bases  of  the  leaves  seem  swollen. 
What  could  be  causing  this ?  Could  it  be 
mites?  I  made  sure  to  take  the  effected 
plant  off  the  light  stand  and  put  it  on  the 
kitchen  windowsill  by  itseff. 

Answer:  Yes,  it  could  be  mites,  and  you  were 
wise  to  remove  it  from  your  other  plants.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  symptoms  have  reached 
the  stage  where  the  leaf  petioles  are  affected,  it  is 
best  to  destroy  the  plant.  Wrap  it  up,  pot  and  all, 
and  put  it  in  the  garbage.  You  might  not  want  to 
do  this,  but  we  know  that  mites  will  spread  very 
fast,  and  before  you  realize  it,  all  your  plants 
could  be  infested,  even  if  symptoms  have  not  yet 
become  visible. 

Q.  I  overheard  someone  in  our  garden 
club  say  that  you  should  dip  the  petioles  of 
cut  violet  leaves  in  honey  to  promote 
rooting  and  plantlet  growth.  Have  you  ever 
heard  of  such  a  thing? 

Answer:  Yes,  I  have,  actually.  In  a  recent 
gardening  magazine  I  read  about  a  version  of  this 
technique.  You  prepare  violet  leaves  in  the  usual 
manner,  only,  before  planting,  you  apply  a  paste 
of  honey  (any  kind),  a  root  hormone,  and  a  tiny 


bit  of  water  to  the  cut  surface  of  the  petiole. 
Honey  contains  glucose  oxidase,  which  works  as 
a  preservative  and  antiseptic,  preventing  the 
growth  of  bacteria.  You  are  cautioned,  though, 
that  a  tiny  bit  of  this  paste  is  enough;  use  too 
much  and  you  could  kill  the  leaf.  It  might  be  fun 
to  give  it  a  try  -  sort  of  in  the  same  spirit  as  you 
might  try  rooting  in  sand  in  the  answer  above. 
Honey  has  a  long  history  as  a  healing  agent  in 
folk  medicine. 

Q.  I  have  fungus  gnats  in  my  plant  room 
and  they're  driving  me  crazy.  I  even  fnd 
them  in  other  rooms  of  the  house.  What 
can  I  do? 

Answer:  Fungus  gnats  thrive  in  moist,  warm 
environments.  The  eggs  are  usually  brought  into 
the  home  via  some  organic  element  in  the 
potting  mix,  a  mix  that  has  not  been  pasteurized 
(or  not  completely  pasteurized) .  In  pots  that  are 
kept  continually  moist,  the  eggs  hatch  into 
larvae  that  feed  on  algae,  fungi,  and  plant  roots, 
usually  in  the  top  2  to  3  inches  of  soil.  The 
adults  emerge  about  a  week  later.  Fungus  gnats 
are  tiny,  weak- flying  insects,  more  of  a  nuisance 
to  the  grower  than  to  the  plant.  They  can  be 
controlled  by  allowing  the  potting  mix  to  dry  out 
between  watering,  and  also  by  frequent 
repotting.  If  outbreaks  recur,  you  could  hang  the 
type  of  no-pest  strip  that  is  recommended  for 
home  use.  One  such  product  that  you  see 
recommended  is  Vapona,  now  sold  under  the 
name  Home  Defense  Max  no-pest  strip.  A 
biologically  based  product,  such  as  Gnatrol,  is 
also  useful.  But  you  say  you  have  the  gnats  in 
other  parts  of  your  home.  Are  you  sure  these  are 
fungus  gnats?  I  wonder  if  you  might  be 
confusing  them  with  fruit  flies  or  drain  flies. 
These  two  are  small  flying  bugs  that,  I’m 
embarrassed  to  admit,  I  have  in  my  home 
occasionally.  Whenever  you  have  fruit  sitting 
out,  fruit  flies  will  materialize  eventually,  it 
seems.  Drain  flies  are  found  in  kitchen  or 
bathroom  sinks,  the  drains  of  which  need 
periodic  cleaning.  You  always  should  correctly 
identify  the  pest  before  you  take  measures  to 
control  it. 
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Q.  /  was  given  a  strawberry  pot.  IV s 
glazed,  about  10  inches  tall \  with  a  4  inch 
opening  on  top  and  four  pockets  around  the 
sides.  I  was  thinking  of  using  it  with  some 
trailing  violets,  as  I  think  they  would  look 
cute  trailing  down  the  sides.  The  pot  has  a 
single  drainage  hole  in  the  bottom,  and  I 
wonder  if  this  is  enough  or  whether  I  need 
to  figure  out  how  to  improve  the  drainage. 
What  do  you  think? 

Answer:  This  sounds  like  a  fun  project.  I  know 
that  some  of  the  larger  strawbeny  pots  come  with 
a  central  column,  usually  made  of  pvc  pipe,  that 
has  holes  in  it.  You  are  supposed  to  fill  the  pipe 
with  drainage  material  before  you  begin  filling  the 
pot  with  planting  mix.  Because  of  the  small  size  of 
your  pot,  I  wonder  if  you  could  get  by  with  putting 
a  layer  of  perlite  in  the  bottom.  Fill  in  the  potting 


mix  up  to  the  first  pocket,  place  the  violet  in  it  then 
continue  filling  in  until  you  get  to  the  top.  Once 
the  pot  is  planted,  you  would  have  to  be  sure  to 
keep  turning  it  so  that  all  sides  had  access  to  a 
good  light  source.  Let  us  know  how  it  turns  out. 

Q.  My  mini  violets  keep  outgrowing  their 
\ mini ’  size  restrictions.  How  can  I  keep  them 
small ? 

Answer:  I’ve  had  this  happen,  also.  I  suspect  it 
might  be  the  result  of  being  too  generous  with  the 
plants,  letting  them  “do  their  own  thing”  and  not 
being  attentive  to  the  requirements  involved  in 
keeping  minis  small.  They  should  be  repotted 
frequently  (every  few  months);  each  time,  all  but 
the  four  center  leaves  should  be  removed  and  the 
root  ball  be  reduced  by  two-thirds.  This  should 
keep  the  plant  to  miniature  proportions. 
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Small  Talk  32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky  Email:  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 


We  are  not  far  into  2010,  and  it 
has  already  been  a  year  of  extremes. 

It  was  hard  to  believe  awhile  back 
that  where  1  live  in  Canada  was 
warmer  than  parts  of  Florida.  We 
often  experience  temperatures 
anywhere  from  -22  F  up  to  48.2  F 
at  this  time  of  year.  Thankfully,  my 
violets  enjoy  daily  temperatures  of 
around  78  F  and  around  68  F  after 
the  lights  have  turned  off  in  the  even¬ 
ing.  Why  am  I  giving  you  a  weather  report?  I 
know  that  many  of  you  across  the  country  are 
experiencing  much  colder  temperatures  than 
you  are  used  to,  and  our  miniatures  and  semi¬ 
miniature  violets  can  be  affected  negatively  by 
being  too  cold. 

Maybe  at  some  point  in  your  growing  of 
violets,  you  have  had  a  plant  with  white  spots, 
streaks,  or  blotches  on  the  leaves.  You  asked 
what  the  cause  of  these  white  spots  are  and 
received  the  answer  that  you  may  be  watering 
with  water  that  is  too  cold.  I  have  heard  to  use 
warm  water  for  my  violets  but  have  also  found 
that  room  temperature  water  works  equally 
well.  Simply,  violets  do  not  like  extremely  cold 
temperatures  and  will  exhibit  signs  of  problems 
if  they  are  placed  by  a  window  that  may  be  cold 
at  night  or  any  area  that  has  cold  draughts,  etc. 

There  are  some  signs  to  watch  for  to  identify 
if  your  miniatures  and  semiminiatures  are  in  an 
area  that  is  too  cold.  One  sign  that  your  violet 
might  be  experiencing  temperatures  that  are  too 
cold  is  that  the  leaves  begin  to  curl  up  under 
each  other  and  almost  seem  to  be  clinging  to 
the  pot.  The  center  leaves  of  the  violet  become 


tight  as  well.  This  can  also  be  a  sign 
that  you  have  mites,  though,  so  be 
sure  to  check  carefully  that  it  is  not 
a  bug  problem  first. 

Another  sign  that  the  temperature 
is  too  cold  is  that  growth  of  the 
violet  will  slow  considerably  and  will 
completely  stop  unless  the  problem 
is  resolved.  The  violet  will 
eventually  die  unless  it  is  moved  to 
a  warmer  spot. 

There  are  fairly  easy  solutions  to  the  problem 
of  cold  temperatures  for  your  violets.  If  you 
grow  your  violets  by  a  window  with  glass  that 
gets  cold  at  night,  move  your  violet(s)  to  a 
warmer  spot  in  the  evening  such  as  the  kitchen 
where  there  may  be  extra  warmth  from  running 
appliances  (like  the  refrigerator) .  If  you  grow  all 
your  violets  in  one  area,  leave  the  lights  run¬ 
ning  during  the  colder  times  of  the  day.  Our 
lights  are  on  a  timer,  and  if  we  are  finding  it  is 
getting  too  cold  in  the  night,  we  can  change  the 
timer  to  come  on  later  in  the  day  and  last  until 
morning.  You  could  also  'invest  in  a  small,  safe 
space  heater  to  provide  some  extra  warmth.  In 
winter  months,  I  often  move  some  of  the  more 
sensitive  miniatures  and  semiminiatures  that  I 
have  to  the  top  shelves  of  the  light  stands, 
which  are  typically  warmer. 

As  a  general  rule,  if  you  feel  too  cold,  your 
violets  probably  are  feeling  too  cold  as  well! 

I  hope  that  wherever  you  live  that  you  and 
your  violets  are  keeping  healthy  and  warm.  I 
look  forward  to  meeting  you  for  the  first  time  or 
visiting  with  you  again  in  April  in  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina. 
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A  Special  Day 

By  Anne  Nicholas 
Denton,  TX 


I  had  a  really  neat  experience  yesterday!  I 
had  been  asked  back  in  the  fall  to  be  the 
presenter  for  the  January  meeting  of  the  First 
African  Violet  Society  of  Dallas.  Ron  and  Jan 
Davidson  wanted  me  to  talk  about  things  to  do 
to  get  semis  and  minis  ready  for  show.  Now, 
this  is  not  an  unusual  program.  What  was 
unusual  was  the  audience.  And  what  a  treat 
they  were! 

So,  first,  let  me  give  some  background.  The 
First  AVS  of  Dallas  is  a  daytime  meeting  group. 
Over  time,  their  membership  has  decreased  to  a 
point  where  they  knew  they  needed  to  do 
something.  The  club  needed  to  re-invent  and 
invigorate  itself.  They  did  some  research  and 
decided  that  they  could  become  part  of  a  home 
schooling  program. 

The  members  learned  what  was  needed  to 
prepare  a  proper  lesson  plan  that  would  meet 
educational  requirements.  Then,  they  reached 
out  to  the  Home  Schooled  community.  They 
tentatively  advertised  and  planned  a  first  meet¬ 
ing  in  September  at  North  Haven,  a  garden  cen¬ 
ter  in  Dallas.  Nine  students  came!  They  had 
eight  girls  and  1  boy,  ages  6-10.  Both  the  kids 
and  adults  were  so  excited! 

At  that  first  meeting,  each  student  received  a 
semiminiature,  a  miniature,  and  a  standard  leaf. 
The  students  learned  the  basics  of  plant  care 
and  ‘put  down’  the  leaf.  At  each  subsequent 
meeting,  they  have  brought  back  their  plants 
and  leaves  and  have  learned  more.  In 


November  they  actually  re-potted  the  plants  so 
they  would  be  on  a  ‘show’  schedule.  In 
December,  they  played  plant  bingo  where  they 
each  won  a  variety  of  tools  and  accessories. 

Then,  yesterday  was  my  turn  to  talk  to  the 
students.  Each  came  in  with  a  shoebox.  In  the 
shoebox  were  their  two  plants  and  the  leaf.  At 
this  point,  many  of  the  leaves  had  babies.  The 
plants  looked  healthy.  Of  course,  they  are  all 
growing  in  the  windows,  so  some  were  a  little 
‘leggy’  and  leaning.  But  what  was  so  wonderful 
was  the  enthusiasm  and  excitement!  Never 
have  1  had  so  many  questions  as  I  talked  about 
things  they  could  do  to  help  their  plants  be 
blooming  and  healthy  at  show  time.  There  will 
be  a  special  class  in  the  Dallas  show  schedule 
for  the  kids’  plants.  Their  plants  will  be  in  the 
show,  blossoms  or  not. 

Now,  I  don’t  know  if  there  are  any  show 
winners  among  that  young  group  of  growers, 
but  I  do  know  that  the  First  AVS  of  Dallas  is 
making  a  difference!  Who  knows?  Sometime  in 
the  future  they  may  remember  this  class  and 
become  outstanding  hybridizers  and  growers  or 
contributing  members  of  our  society.  Or,  if  not 
African  violet  growers,  they  may  have  a  rose  or 
vegetable  garden.  Most  importantly,  they  have 
gained  a  new  skill,  new  knowledge,  new 
friends,  self-confidence,  and  good  memories. 
What  more  could  we  ask? 

Congratulations  to  the  First  African  Violet 
Society  of  Dallas! 
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Tally  Time  2009 

Susan  Anderson  •  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr.  •  Phoenix,  AZ  85042  •  sandersonl22@cox.net 

My  Time  is  a  summary  of  the  African  violet  varieties  and  species  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  awards  in  AVSA  Standard  Shows 
throughout  2009.  This  year  the  annual  report  is  based  on  63  reports  from  six  geographic  regions. 

My  first  year  keeping  the  My  lime  records  has  been  very  exciting.  (Heather  told  me  it  would  be  fun,  and  she  was  right!)  My  mailbox  has 
been  flail  of  reports,  telling  me  which  shows  recently  occurred  and  which  gorgeous  plants  won.  I  especially  enjoyed  seeing  the  wide  range  of 
show  themes.  Violet  folks  are  so  very  imaginative!  It  was  fun  to  see  the  winners  from  all  around  the  US  and  Canada!  The  winners  this  past 
year  have  included  many  well-known  favorites  and  also  several  newcomers.  Each  would  make  a  fabulous  addition  to  your  collection. 

Thank  you  for  your  timely  submissions  of  reports  and  for  carefully  recording  the  variety  names.  This  year  the  species  have  been 
summarized  using  the  new  classification  system.  To  have  your  show  winners  included  in  the  annual  summary,  please  send  completed  My 
Time  forms  by  November  20th  to  the  address  listed  above.  Keep  growing  and  showing! 


Total 

Number 

Number 

Variety 

Number  of 

Best  Standard, 

Number  of 

Best  in 

Second 

Hybridizer, 

Collection 

Semi,  Mini,  Trailer 

Awards 

Show 

Best 

Registration  No. 

Awards 

or  Species 

8 

1 

2 

Ness’  Candy  Pink 

D.  Ness  #8133 

3 

2 

7 

The  Alps 

K.  Horikoshi/H.  Sawara  #7813 

7 

in 

D 

Qh 

6 

Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler 

P.  Hancock  #8745 

6 

6 

1 

Ma’s  Debutane 

0.  Robinson  #9042 

4 

1 

< 

Q 

2 

6 

1 

1 

Frozen  in  lime 

3 

1 

g 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses/Sorano  #9167 

in 

6 

1 

0 

Picasso 

3 

2 

M.  Tremblay  #6924 

5 

0 

1 

Funambule 

3 

1 

N.  Robitaille/D.  Croteau  #9660 

5 

1 

0 

Rhapsodie  Clementine 

Holtkamp  #8341 

3 

1 

14 

1 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 

10 

3 

D.  Ness  #8136 

in 

w 

tt£ 

12 

2 

Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie 

R.  Robinson  #8606 

7 

3 

§ 

9 

1 

Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon 

R.  Robinson  #9462 

5 

* 

3 

2 

7 

1 

Ness’  Satin  Rose 

3 

3 

£ 

D.  Ness  #8144 

£ 

6 

Boo  Man 

4 

2 

u 

in 

Holtkamp  #6969 

6 

1 

Rob’s  Suicidal  Squirrel 

R.  Robinson  #9467 

4 

1 

10 

2 

Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet 

R.  Wilson  #8479  " 

3 

5 

in 

w 

a£ 

8 

Jolly  Orchid 

H.  Pittman  #9719 

4 

4 

4 

Persian  Prince 

3 

1 

O 

H 

S.  Sorano  #8266 

< 

4 

Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei 

3 

1 

2 

S.  Sanders  #9372 

£ 

4 

1 

1 

Rob’s  Chilly  Willy 

R.  Robinson  #9461 

2 

3 

1 

Rob’s  Twinkle  Pink 

R.  Robinson  #7899 

2 

in 

7 

Milky  Way  Trail 

J.  Stahl  #7169 

7 

Pd 

5 

Pixie  Blue 

5 

w 

L.  Lyon  #2598 

< 

4 

1 

Rob’s  Galiwinku 

3 

C £ 

Uh 

R.  Robinson  #8059 

4 

1 

Rob’s  Gundaroo 

R.  Robinson  #9294 

3 
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11  1 

5.  8.  cl.  rupicola 

4 

6 

9 

5.  5h.  cl.  velutina 

3 

6 

8 

5.  5c  1.  cl  ionantha 

3 

5 

W  c 

n  D 

S.  5a.  cl.  grandifolia 

2 

3 

u  4 

cl  4 

S.  5a.  cl.  grandifolia  # 299 

2 

2 

“  4 

5.  5f  cl.  orbicularis  var.  purpurea 

4 

4  1 

S.  5b  cl.  grotei 

3 

4  1 

S.  5c  1.  cl.  tongwensis 

3 

The  following  table  lists  the  award  winners  by  geographical  regions 
Geographical  Region,  State/Province  (Number  of  Shows)  -  Region  I  Arizona  (1),  California  (7), 
Nebraska  (1);  Region  II  Illinois  (3),  Indiana  (1),  Iowa  (2),  Minnesota  (1),  Missouri  (3),  Ohio  (3), 
Wisconsin  (3);  Region  III  Connecticut  (4),  Delaware  (1),  Maryland  (1),  Massachusetts  (1),  New  Jersey 
(7),  New  York  (5),  Pennsylvania  (2);  Region  IV  Arkansas  (1),  Texas  (6);  Region  V  Alabama  (1), 
Florida  (5),  Tennessee  (1),  Virginia  (2);  Region  VI  New  Brunswick  (1),  Ontario  (2),  Quebec  (1). 


Total  Number 

Geographical  Divisions 

Variety 

of  Awards 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

Ness’  Candy  Pink 

8 

1 

5 

2 

tz> 

a 

The  Alps 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

oc 

< 

Q 

2 

Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler 
Ma’s  Debutane 

6 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

fS 

Frozen  in  Time 

6 

1 

2 

3 

Picasso 

6 

6 

Funambule 

5 

41 

Rhapsodie  Clementine 

5 

2 

3 

w 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 

14 

0 

6 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie 

12 

2 

3 

6 

1 

1 

Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon 

9 

7 

1 

1 

Ness’  Satin  Rose 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Boo  Man 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

w 

Oft 

Rob’s  Suicidal  Squirrel 

6 

3 

2 

1 

(Z) 

w 

Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet 

10 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Jolly  Orchid 

8 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

p 

Persian  Prince 

4 

2 

1 

1 

£ 

Shirl’s  Hawaiian  Lei 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Rob’s  Chilly  Willy 

Rob’s  Twinkle  Pink 

4 

3 

2 

1 

4 

S 

UJ 

Milky  Way  Trail 

Pixie  Blue 

7 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

M 

< 

Rob’s  Galiwinku 

4 

1 

3 

PC 

H 

Rob’s  Gundaroo 

4 

4 

5.  8.  cl.  rupicola 

11 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

S.  5h.  cl.  velutina 

9 

2 

4 

3 

C/5 

S.  5c  1.  cl.  ionantha 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

w 

n 

S.  5a.  cl.  grandifolia  # 237 

5 

1 

4 

u 

CL 

S.  5a.  cl.  grandifolia  # 299  4 

S.  5f.  cl.  orbicularis  var  purpur  4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5.  5b.  cl.  grotei 

4 

1 

3 

S.  5c  1.  cl.  tongwensis 

4 

1 

3 

Number  of  Winners 

205 

27 

48 

58 

36 

24 

12 

Number  of  Shows  Reported 

63 

8 

17 

19 

7 

8 

4 
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Harmony ’s 
Little  Stinker 

Exhibited,  by: 

Ron  Davidson 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Go  rets  ky 


Mini  Papa 

Exhibited  by: 

Muma  A.  Kosowan 

Hybridized  by: 

H.  Pittman 

Seminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 

Morgan ’s  Declan  Duff 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by:  Carol  Eros 

Semiminiature 
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Be  A  Good  Sport 

By  Carol  Dexter 


You  have  acquired  a  leaf  of  a  plant  that  you 
loved,  but  when  the  plantlet  reached  the  flower¬ 
ing  stage,  the  plant  was  not  what  you  expected. 
There  was  a  change  in  blossom  color,  or  the 
leaves  were  different.  Your  first  thought  might  be 
that  the  leaf  was  incorrectly  labeled.  But  many 
African  violets  are  unstable  and  can  “sport” 
(mutate).  Approximately  one  in  every  one  hun¬ 
dred  leaf  propagations  will  produce  a  plant  radi¬ 
cally  different  than  the  parent. 

What  is  a  sport?  Jeff  Smith  of  AVSA  defines  a 
sport  as  “an  unexpected  mutation  from  a  leaf 
propagation  that  results  in  changes  in  the  plant’s 
physical  appearance.”  I  propagated  a  leaf  of 
‘B-Man’s  Etna’  and  grew  three  of  the  plantlets. 
This  plant  is  described  in  First  Class  as  single 
medium  pink  ruffled  blossom  with  purple  fantasy 
and  medium  green,  quilted  leaves.  Two  plants 
grew  as  described,  the  third  had  single  blue 
flowers.  All  three  plants  were  grown  under  the 
same  conditions. 

What  is  not  a  sport?  A  plant  that  had  fantasy 
flowers  at  the  last  blooming  and  now  has  solid 
color  blossoms,  or  the  variegated  leaf  that  has 
changed  to  all  green.  These  changes  are  likely 
due  to  stressful  changes  in  growing  conditions  or 
culture.  Unfortunately,  once  a  plant  changes,  it 
will  not  normally  change  back  when  the  stress  is 
removed. 

Sporting  is  not  always  a  bad  thing.  Many  of 
today’s  violets  were  mutations  that  occurred 
naturally.  The  first  double  blossom,  ‘Duchess’ 
was  a  natural  sport  of  ‘Blue  Boy.’  The  first  white, 
‘White  Lady,’  was  a  sport,  as  was  ‘Tommie  Lou,’ 


introduced  in  1959  with  its  variegated  foliage. 
Sporting  has  also  produced  girl  foliage,  chimeras, 
and  yellow-colored  flowers. 

You  have  determined  that  your  new  offspring 
is  a  sport.  Are  the  differences  in  this  new  plant  a 
marked  improvement  over  the  original?  Is  the 
blossom  color  unusual,  multicolored,  or  have  a 
chimera  pattern?  Is  there  an  abundance  of  flow¬ 
ers?  Are  the  leaves  different  in  shape  and  color 
such  as  chimera  variegated?  If  you  think  this 
new  plant  deserves  recognition,  and  you  would 
like  to  register  it  with  AVSA,  it  should  be  propa¬ 
gated  through  three  generations  to  prove  it  will 
continue  to  maintain  the  new  characteristics.  My 
sport  is  a  pretty  plant  but  does  not  demonstrate 
anything  new  and  exciting.  It  won’t  be  entered  in 
our  show  nor  registered  with  AVSA,  but  its 
flowers  will  brighten  my  plant  shelf  while  other 
show  plants  are  disbudded. 

And  finally,  while  doing  my  research  for  this 
article,  I  came  across  the  following  in  the 
March/ April  ‘09  issue  of  AVM  in  response  to  the 
question  of  where  sports  and  mutants  should  be 
entered  in  a  show.  Bill  Foster’s  reply  was,  “The 
Handbook  states  that  sports  and  mutants  must 
be  entered  into  the  class  for  new  cultivars. 
However,  any  sport  or  mutant  that  is  simply  a 
solid  color  version  of  a  two-tone,  or  multicolor  of 
an  existing  multicolor  or  two-tone  variety,  will 
have  five  points  deducted  immediately  for  no 
improvement  over  existing  varieties.” 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger  •  2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  September  16,  2009  -  November  15,  2009 

Many  thanks  for  your  generous  contributions  for  the  purchase  of  a  new 
computer  for  our  Editor.  Additional  contributions  will  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  a  new  computer  for  the  Office  Manager 


Fantasy 

Missouri  Valley  African  Violet  Council 
For  the  Editor’s  Computer  Fund 
AVC  of  Greater  Atlanta 

For  the  Editor’s  Computer  Fund 
Ruby  E.  Cox,  Liberty,  MO 
In  memory  of  Mark  Cox 
Ohio  State  African  Violet  Society 
For  the  Web-site  Improvement  Fund 
Windsor  African  Violet  Society,  CT 
For  the  Web-site  Improvement  Fund 


Two-tone 

Joan  Santino,  Boothwyn,  PA 
In  memory  ojBettie  Roth 
For  the  Editor’s  Computer  Fund 
Heather  Finke,  Beachwood,  OH 


Thumbprint 

Ken  W.  Allen,  Bella  Vista,  AR 
Nancy  Arakaki,  Kaneohe,  HI 
Joan  Baker,  Thief  River  Falls,  MN 
Kathy  Bell,  Tucson,  AZ 
Carolyn  E.  Burr,  Manchester,  MO 
In  honor  ojRonn  Nadeau 
Jean  Corkill,  Salinas,  CA 
Corpus  Christi  African  Violet  Society,  TX 
For  the  Web -site  Improvement  Fund 
Venetia  Fregni,  Albuquerque,  NM 
Mary  A.  Hazey,  Bridgeport,  WV 
Betty  L.  Kellner,  Woodstock,  IL 
Kathy  Lucier,  Amherstburg,  ON,  Canada 
New  York  State  Council  of  AV  Judges 
For  the  Website  Improvement  Fund 
Martha  Nix,  Ballwin,  MO 
Gail  Podany,  Minnetonka,  MN 
Unpredictables  African  Violet  Society, 
Ravenwood,  MO 


Web-site  Improvement  Fund:  $270.00 
Editor’s  Computer  Fund:  $680.00 

TOTAL  CONTRIBUTIONS:  $1,480.00 


AVSA  DONATION  FUND  LEVELS 


Thumbprint  (Under  $25) 
Two-tone  ($25-$49) 
Multicolor  ($50-$99) 


Geneva  ($100-$499) 


Fantasy  ($500-$999) 


Chimera  (Over  $1000) 
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I  have  often  mentioned  using  the  Achimenes 
as  seasonal  hanging  baskets,  allowing  them  to 
die  back  in  the  fall  and  storing  them  in  a  dark 
location  (above  freezing)  for  the  winter.  I  choose 
to  keep  it  simple  by  leaving  the  rhizomes 
untouched  in  their  pots,  although  I  know  many 
growers  like  to  harvest  the  rhizomes  and  store 
them  (with  a  little  vermiculite  or  peat  moss)  in 
zip-lock  bags.  This  allows  them  to  see  when  the 
dormant  rhizomes  begin  to  sprout  again. 
Whichever  system  works  best  for  you  is  fine. 

My  problem  is  that  some  years  I  don’t  get  to 
them  as  soon  as  I  should  and  I  have  had  them 
sprout  in  the  bags,  grow  a  bit  of  weak  stems,  and 
then  go  dormant  again,  forming  very  small  rhi¬ 
zomes  that  time.  It  causes  a  little  set-back  for  one 
season,  so  I  leave  them  in  their  pots. 

I  don’t  need  to  grow  a  lot  of  extra  plants,  so  I 
do  not  divide  up  the  rhizomes  in  the  fall.  I  may 
thin  them  out  a  bit  every  few  years. 


This  is  an  Achimenes  soil  mass  removed 
from  the  old  pot  when  the  rhizomes  are  just 
starting  to  sprout ,  usually  some  time  in 
April  for  me. 


From  the  time  I  stop  watering  in  the  fall 
(around  mid-October) ,  I  do  not  water  the  pots 
until  1  see  new  growth  in  the  spring. 

This  has  been  my  method  for  about  12  years 
now,  and  it  has  always  been  successful,  unlike 
my  brief  try  at  the  baggie  system. 


A  closer  look  at  the  new  sprouts  growing 
from  rhizomes  that  have  been  dormant 


Last  spring  I  decided  to  re-pot  my 
Achimenes  into  slightly  larger  hanging 
pots.  I  placed  the  old  soil  mass  on  a  layer 
of  new  potting  mix  and  then filed  in  with 
new  mix  around  the  sides. 
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The  bare ,  arching  limbs  of  the  storm 
damaged  crabapple  tree  provided  a  great 
place  to  hang  the  Achimenes  baskets . 


We  had  a  lot  of  tree  damage  from  an  early 
winter  ice  storm.  The  storm  destroyed  about  two 
thirds  of  the  branches  on  a  crabapple  tree, 
leaving  some  very  interesting  remaining  limbs. 
Rather  than  cut  the  tree  down,  I  decided  to  use 
these  limbs  to  hang  my  Achimenes  baskets. 

It  worked  out  quite  well,  and  they  received  a 
good  amount  of  light  in  this  location,  but  they 
were  shaded  by  other  large  nearby  trees  from  the 
hottest  mid-day  direct  sun. 

They  still  got  a  fair  bit  of  sun,  and  they  do 
quite  well  with  that.  However,  I’m  sure  that  the 
sun  here  in  Ontario  would  not  be  as  intense  as  in 
the  southern  United  States.  They  seem  to  suffer 
more  during  the  cold,  wet  summers  that  are 
becoming  all  too  common  here. 


If  you  do  remove  the  rhizomes from  the  pot, 
be  sure  to  keep  them  well  separated  from 
each  other  It  looks  like  I  wound  up  with 
two  different  varieties  growing  in  this  pot! 


Achimenes  ‘ Purple  King \  ' Red  Salmon,  ’  and 
Teach  Glow9  provided  good  bloom  all 
summer  long  when  hanging  out  on  the  limb. 


The  very  intense  xAchimenantha  Trffemo', 
although  an  inter-generic  cross,  appears  vety 
much  like  a  pure  Achimenes. 


The  smaller  bloom  of  A.  ' Camille  BrozzonV. 
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HOW  TO  HYBRIDIZE 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

By  Sue  Gardner 


It  is  not  difficult  to  produce  new  hybrids  of 
African  violets.  Just  use  pollen  from  one  flower 
and  place  it  on  the  stigma  from  another  flower! 
Of  course,  you  must  use  viable  pollen  and  a 
receptive  stigma.  Take  some  care  in  selecting 
suitable  parent  plants  and  follow  the  practical 
steps  outlined  below. 

Selecting  a  suitable  stigma 

The  stigma  is  ready  when  it  is  sticky  so  that 
the  pollen  will  adhere.  When  the  second  flower 
on  a  peduncle  opens,  the  first  flower  usually  has 
a  suitable  stigma  for  pollinating.  Use  a 
magnifying  glass  to  check  that  the  stigma  is 
sticky.  It  sometimes  spreads  at  the  tip.  If  you 
wish,  remove  stamens  to  avoid  self-pollination. 
Do  not  spill  pollen  when  doing  so.  Some  may 
land  on  the  stigma. 

Selecting  suitable  pollen 

Pollen  is  best  when  the  flowers  have  just 
opened  and  the  anthers  are  swollen.  The  pollen 
should  be  dry  and  powdery  when  you  cut  the 
pollen  sacs  open.  If  the  flowers  have  been  open 
for  some  time,  the  anthers  are  dried  out  and 
unsuitable. 

Removing  pollen 

Snip  stamens  from  the  pollen  parent,  then  cut 
open  with  a  razor  blade  or  small  scissors.  Let 
pollen  fall  onto  your  thumbnail,  or  remove  on  a 
camelhair  brush. 

Pollinating 

Using  the  blade,  your  fingernail,  or  a  small 
brush,  collect  pollen  and  place  it  onto  the  sticky 
stigma.  It  should  stay  there.  Pollinate  several 
suitable  flowers  to  ensure  fertilization  in  at  least 
one.  Tie  a  piece  of  colored  wool  around  the 
peduncle  to  avoid  accidentally  removing  fading 
flowers  at  a  later  date. 


How  we  know  that  our  pollination  was 
successful 

The  ovary  of  the  fertilized  flower  should 
swell  within  two  weeks  and  become  prominent 
as  the  flower  petals  die  off.  This  becomes  the 
seedpod.  It  will  stay  green  for  a  while  and  then 
gradually  turn  brown  and  dry.  It  should  swell  to 
full  size  in  about  four  weeks.  The  pedicel 
remains  sturdy  if  pollination  is  successful.  If  it 
weakens  and  droops,  you  know  that  the 
seedpod  will  not  develop.  A  seedpod  will  stay 
green  for  a  while  and  then  gradually  turn  brown 
and  dry. 

A  seedpod  takes  from  four  to  six  months  to  be 
fully  mature.  If  it  dries  before  four  months,  it 
usually  is  infertile.  Wait  until  the  seedpod  is  dry 
and  brown  before  harvesting.  Don’t  leave  the 
seedpod  on  the  plant  when  it  has  dried  out,  as  it 
may  split  and  seed  may  spill.  The  seed  is  very 
tiny  -  about  the  size  of  the  period  at  the  end  of 
this  sentence. 

When  the  pod  is  brown  and  the  pedicel 
(flower  stalk)  is  thin  and*  completely  dried,  the 
pod  can  be  removed.  Place  it  in  an  envelope 
marked  with  the  parent  plants’  names  and  the 
date.  The  seed  can  be  sown  immediately  or  saved 
for  later  use.  Seed  will  often  germinate  more 
quickly  if  fresh. 

Seed  sowing  and  germinating 

Place  a  piece  of  white  paper  on  a  bench  away 
from  drafts.  Cut  open  the  seedpod  and  tap  to 
remove  seed  that  is  black  and  minute.  Don’t 
sneeze,  or  the  seed  will  blow  away!  Carefully  fold 
the  paper  so  that  all  the  seed  is  in  a  crease  line 
down  the  middle  of  the  paper.  This  allows  you  to 
sow  the  seed  evenly.  Tilt  the  paper  and  allow  the 
seed  to  fall  onto  the  surface  of  your  favorite  seed 
raising  mix.  I  use  a  compressed  peat  pot 
expanded  with  boiling  water  in  a  polystyrene  cup. 
Don’t  sow  too  much  or  your  seedlings  will  be  a 
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big  tangle.  Keep  excess  seed  for  future  use.  Cover 
the  cup  with  plastic  wrap  and  place  in  a  warm, 
brightly  lit  position. 

The  seed  will  germinate  either  in  a  few  days  or 
over  a  period  of  weeks  or  months.  Seedlings  grow 
quite  quickly  and  should  be  transplanted  when 
the  foliage  is  a  few  centimeters  high.  When 
transplanted,  they  seem  to  thrive  and  grow  quite 
rapidly. 


Decide  if  the  flowers  are  different  and  attractive, 
but  if  not,  discard  the  plants.  We  are  often  so 
pleased  to  have  produced  new  plants  that  we 
want  to  keep  them  all.  After  a  while,  we  become 
more  discerning  and  only  grow  plants  that  are 
suitable  to  be  named.  Consult  an  experienced 
grower  if  you  are  undecided.  Grow  the  plant  to 
three  generations  by  leaf  cuttings  to  be  sure  that  it 
will  be  stable. 


Selecting  seedlings  to  keep 

Allow  seedlings  to  grow  until  flowers  form. 


From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Inc.,  Australia 


Yellow  Leaves? 

By  Sue  Gardner 


Have  the  leaves  on  your  African  violet 
turned  yellow?  There  are  several  reasons  why 
leaves  turn  yellow.  The  causes  and  remedies 
will  depend  on  whether  the  whole  leaf  is  yellow 
or  just  the  leaf  edges. 

Ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

1.  Are  all  the  leaves  yellow  or  pale? 

If  this  is  so,  the  plant  may  be  starved  of 
Nitrogen  or  Magnesium.  Are  you  using  a 
balanced  fertilizer?  If  not,  use  one  formulated  for 
African  violets. 

If  you  already  are  using  a  suitable  fertilizer, 
perhaps  the  pH  of  the  potting  mix  has  become 
acid,  preventing  the  plant  from  absorbing  the 
Nitrogen  or  Magnesium  in  the  fertilizer.  You  will 
need  to  re-pot  in  fresh  potting  mix  and  fertilize 
correctly.  Remove  old  outer  leaves  when 
re-potting. 

2.  Are  only  the  outer  leaves  yellow? 

If  this  is  so,  the  outer  leaves  are  probably  old. 
You  may  not  have  re-potted  your  plant  for  a 
long  time.  Re-pot  a  plant,  ideally  every  six 
months.  Outer  leaves  always  die  over  time,  and 
when  a  plant  is  repotted  often  enough,  they  are 
removed. 

3.  Have  you  checked  the  potting  mix  for 
soil  mealy  bug? 

Soil  mealy  bug  can  cause  outer  leaves  to 


droop  and  become  pale.  If  they  are  present,  take 
a  crown  cutting  and  throw  out  all  infected 
material. 

4.  Are  the  leaf  edges  yellow? 

a)  The  plant  may  be  too  close  to  fluorescent 
light  tubes.  This  can  cause  leaf  edges  to  bleach 
slightly.  If  this  is  so,  place  the  plant  further  from 
the  tubes  or  at  the  edge  of  shelf.  Cover  the  plant 
with  one  layer  of  tissue  for  a  few  days  and 
observe  whether  the  condition  improves. 

b)  The  plant  may  have  a  deficiency  of 
trace  elements  or  potassium.  If  potting  mix  has 
low  pH,  trace  elements  are  not  absorbed.  If  you 
cannot  check  the  pH,  re-pot  and  that  should 
help.  If  it  is  a  potassium  deficiency,  this  can  be 
corrected  by  using  a  balanced  fertilizer  formu¬ 
lated  for  African  violets  that  will  have  the  cor¬ 
rect  amount  of  potassium. 

c)  Have  you  just  transplanted  your  African 
violet?  Occasionally,  plants  react  badly  to  trans¬ 
planting.  If  you  think  this  is  the  cause,  place 
plant  in  a  plastic  bag  until  recovered,  then  open 
the  bag  for  a  few  days  before  removing.  Take 
care  not  to  disturb  roots  too  much  when  re-pot¬ 
ting  that  plant  in  future. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Inc.,  Australia 
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A  Family  Portrait 

By  Mel  Grice 


2019  Crosswind  Ct.  •  Englewood,  OH 
Email:  melsgrice@earthlink.net 


I  was  thrilled,  and  a  bit  apprehen¬ 
sive,  when  Georgene  Albrecht  asked 
me  to  share  writing  the  column  about 
the  Gesneriad  family  in  alternate 
issues  of  the  AVM.  We  both  share  a 
love  for  this  fascinating  family  of 
plants  that  includes  African  violets.  As 
I  told  Georgene,  I  have  never  met  a 
Gesneriad  that  I  didn’t  like.  Let  me 
begin  by  saying  that  I  am  no  expert, 
just  someone  who  enjoys  learning  and 
experimenting.  I  will  tell  you  what  works  for  me, 
and  hopefully,  you  will  want  to  try  growing  some 
different  Gesneriads  adapting  my  suggestions  to 
your  conditions. 

Gloxirtella 
linderdana  is  a 
species  origi¬ 
nally  collected 
in  Ecuador.  It 
was  named 
after  Jean  Jules 
Linden,  a 
Belgian  nur¬ 
seryman  and 
c  o  1 1  e  c  t  o  r. 

Gloxirtella  lin- 
deniana  is  one 
of  the  few 
members  of 
the  family  that 
has  been  in 
constant  cultivation  for  over  100  years.  Its  ease  of 
culture  and  attractive  appearance  even  without 
flowers  have  probably  insured  its  survival  in  growers’ 
collections.  I  know  that  I  don’t  want  to  lose  it. 

Gloxirtella  lirtdeniarta  is  a  low-growing 
species  with  rather  weak  stems  that  grow  from 
scaly  rhizomes  in  the  soil.  The  foliage  is  quite 
attractive  with  lighter  green  veins  that  stand  out 
against  a  soft  brown-green  background.  The 
leaves  are  about  3  inches  long  by  1  inch  wide, 


Gloxinella 


which  makes  for  a  compact  plant  that 
is  well  suited  for  a  light  stand  or 
windowsill.  The  small  (1/2  inch) 
flowers  are  rounded,  lavender,  and 
white  in  color,  with  some  yellow  in 
the  throat.  Some  people  say  that  it  is 
fragrant  with  a  slight  honey  or  minty 
smell,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to 
P|S  detect  any  fragrance. 

A  single  stem  of  Gloxinella  linde- 
niana  (think  African  violet  crown  cutting)  will 
easily  root  and  grow  in  a  small  2  1/2  inch  pot 
kept  covered  by  a  dome  or  plastic  bag  to 
maintain  high  humidity.  Several  cuttings  (4  to  5) 
placed  in  a  larger  (4  to  5  inch)  azalea  pot  or  bulb 

pan  will  result 
in  a  show 
plant  that  you 
will  be  proud 
of.  Just  think 
of  it  as  an 
African  violet 
trailer,  and 
pinch  the 
crowns  often 
to  make  a 
bushy  plant. 
The  tips  can 
be  rooted  to 
make  more 
plants.  Scaly 
lindeniana  rhizomes  will 

be  produced  in  the  soil  at  the  base  of  the  stems. 
White  rhizomes  often  connected  by  what  looks 
like  a  string  of  beads  will  fill  the  pots.  New  plants 
will  come  from  these  underground  storage 
devices  if  your  plant  should  go  dormant.  A  single 
leaf  of  Gloxinella  lindeniana  will  root  just  like  an 
African  violet  and  produce  new  plants.  This 
method  of  propagation  takes  a  little  longer 
because  plants  must  be  produced  first  before 
scaly  rhizomes  are  produced. 


28  African  Violet  Magazine 


March  •  April  2010 


Gloxinella  lindeniana  self-pollinates 
and  easily  produces  seed.  The  unusual 
seed  pods  produced  are  interesting  and 
quite  attractive.  The  capsule  splits  open  in 
a  horizontal  fashion,  with  the  opening 
facing  up.  It  reminds  me  of  someone 
holding  out  their  hand  with  the  palm 
facing  up  offering  you  a  treat.  In  nature, 
the  dust-like  seeds  are  not  spilled,  like 
most  plants,  until  raindrops  hit  the  open 
pod.  Rainwater  mixed  with  seeds  is 
splashed  about,  helping  to  ensure  the 
appropriate  initial  germination  conditions 
the  seeds  require.  Seeds  are  usually 
available  from  the  Gesneriad  Society  Seed 
Fund  as  an  added  benefit  of  membership 
in  the  Society.  That  is  where  I  acquired 
my  initial  starts  of  this  species. 

I  wick  water  this  plant.  It  is  grown  in 
my  basic  African  violet  mix  that  is 
almost  half  perlite.  It  grows  under  a  tall 
dome  near  the  end  of  a  two  tube  fixture. 
In  past  years,  I  have  grown  it  under  T-12 
fixtures,  and  the  plants  got  leggy  if  I 
didn’t  pinch  the  crowns  often  enough. 
This  year  I  am  growing  it  under  two  T-8 
fixtures  and  the  plant  has  a  more  pleas¬ 
ing,  compact  appearance. 


Botanists  fre¬ 
quently  change 
the  names  of 
Gesneriads  based 
upon  DNA  and 
other  analyses. 
Gloxinella  lindeni¬ 
ana  was  formerly 
called  Kohleria 
lindeniana  and 
Gloxinia  lindeni¬ 
ana .  Commercial 
growers  are  often 
still  using  the 
older  names  for 
the  same  plants. 
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African  Violets  and  the 
University  of  Delaware  Botanic 
Garden’s  Spring  Sale 

By  Mary  S.  Schaeffer 


I  love  plants  of  all  sorts,  but  especially  African 
violets.  When  you  combine  this  with  the  fact  that 
I  hate  to  waste  anything,  you  can  probably  see  a 
recipe  for  an  overpopulation  disaster.  Throw  in  a 
dash  of  propagation  know-how  and  the  ease  at 
which  violet  leaves  produce  babies  and  you  end 
up  with  a  house  teaming  with  violets  and  rooting 
leaves.  Now,  many  of  you  may  be  shaking  your 
head,  but  there  is  a  happy  outcome  to  this 
disaster  in  the  making. 

Sharing  with  Friends 

Most  Tuesday  mornings  you  will  find  me 
volunteering  at  the  University  of  Delaware 
Botanic  Gardens  (UDBG)  as  part  of  the  potting 
group  (no  smart  remarks  please!).  This  is  a  really 
nice  group  of  people  who  from  time  to  time  bring 
in  extra  plants  from  their  garden  to  share  with 
each  other.  Since  we  moved  into  a  new  house 
three  years  ago,  there  was  little  in  our  garden,  so 
I  was  more  a  recipient  than  a  contributor.  But  I 
did  have  violets  and  at  one  point  brought  a  few 
in  to  share.  When  one  of  the  members  was  going 
for  an  extended  vacation,  she  asked  if  we  would 
watch  her  violet  while  she  was  away.  It  needed 
to  be  repotted  which  I  did  -  and  not  being  able  to 
resist,  groomed  it  pulling  off  about  a  dozen 
leaves.  Now,  given  my  penchant  for  everything 
violets,  you  don’t  think  I  threw  those  leaves 
away  do  you? 

One  thing  led  to  another  and  within  a  few 
weeks  I  had  brought  in  a  few  of  my  blooming 
violets  to  show  what  we  could  do  and  some  extra 
leaves.  Each  year  UDBG  has  a  big  spring  sale  of 
unusual  and  difficult- to- find  plants,  scheduled  this 
year  for  April  23-25.  The  group  agreed  to  grow 
violets  for  the  spring  sale.  We  focused  on  those 
that  could  not  be  purchased  locally  in  department 


stores  and  national  home  improvement  centers. 
We’ve  got  some  species,  trailers  and  a  very  few 
chimeras  (which  I  fear  will  not  have  bloomed  by 
the  sale  date  -  but  that’s  another  challenge)  as 
well  as  standards  of  all  sizes. 

Almost  Doomed  before  We  Got  Out  of  the  Gate 

We  put  the  leaves  down  mid  summer  and  set 
them  out  domed  in  the  greenhouse.  In  retrospect 
this  was  probably  not  the  wisest  move.  What’s 
more,  not  wanting  to  show  my  hovering,  nit- 
picky  tendencies,  I  contented  myself  with  water¬ 
ing  the  leaves  once  a  week  when  I  came  on 
Tuesdays.  To  say  the  leaves  did  not  thrive  would 
be  an  understatement. 

Each  week,  I’d  see  a  few  more  leaves  die  off. 
Without  going  into  all  the  grueling  details,  let’s 
just  say  we  fried  most  of  those  leaves  to  death.  If 
you  believe  you  can  gain  as  much  from  your 
mistakes  as  your  successes,  this  was  definitely  a 
“learning”  experience. 

As  the  weeks  went  on,  I  quickly  realized  there 
was  no  way  we’d  have  the  100  plants  I  hoped 
we’d  have  for  the  spring  sale.  Meanwhile,  back 
at  the  ranch  where  I  grow  with  air  conditioning 
my  leaves  and  violets  were  thriving. 

The  Eureka  Moment 

At  this  point,  I  had  between  50  and  100 
leaves  down,  far  more  than  I  had  space  for.  For 
the  most  part  my  leaves  are  quite  prolific.  1  set 
about  potting  up  babies  one  afternoon  deter¬ 
mined  to  only  keep  two  of  each  variety  -  when  a 
light  went  off.  The  rest  could  go  over  to  UDBG  to 
fill  in  for  those  leaves  that  were  not  doing  what  I 
wanted  them  to  do. 

I  filled  an  11  x  22  inch  tray  with  my  potting 
mix  and  after  potting  up  the  babies  that  1  wanted, 
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I  replanted  the  leaf  in  the  mix  with  its  label.  The 
whole  thing  was  watered  thoroughly  and  domed. 
I  grew  it  for  another  month  until  I  was  certain  the 
leaves  had  taken  and  we  had  plenty  of  babies. 
Then  I  took  it  over  one  Tuesday  morning  in 
September  to  the  potting  group. 

It  Thkes  a  Village 

Using  seed  packs  made  for  72  plants,  the  vol¬ 
unteers  carefully  transplanted  the  babies,  labori¬ 
ously  labeling  each  one.  That  first  day  we  trans¬ 
planted  about  a  tray  and  a  half  and  put  the 
leaves  back  for  further  production. 

When  the  babies  outgrew  the  seed  packs,  they 
were  transplanted  into  two  and  a  half  inch  pots. 
And,  more  babies  were  removed  from  the  mother 
leaves  for  potting  up.  With  very  little  luck,  we 
should  have  at  least  the  1 00  plants  targeted. 

After  the  first  debacle  with  the  leaves,  I 
allowed  some  of  my  nit-picky  attributes  to  come 
out.  Since  1  live  near  the  Gardens,  it  is  no  big  deal 
to  go  over  to  the  greenhouse  a  second  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  to  check  and  water  any  violet  that 
may  require  a  little  extra  TLC. 

By  the  way,  our  local  Delaware  AVSA  chapter 
is  supporting  this  endeavor  and  plans  on  trying 
to  recruit  new  members  at  the  sale. 

What  about  Some  Sister  Plants? 

Since  this  is  our  first  time  out,  we  have  no 
idea  whether  this  will  play  well  or  flop.  I’m 
hoping  we  don’t  end  up  with  95  violets  after  the 
sale.  So,  the  original  plan  was  for  violets  only. 
However,  there’s  a  special  place  in  my  heart  for 
Chirita  tamiana.  My  little  one  blooms  its  head 
off  and  sets  seed  with  ease.  Inevitably,  I  don’t  get 
the  seed  pod  clipped  off  and  then  I  can’t  bring 
myself  to  do  it.  The  result  is  an  envelope  in  my 
refrigerator  with  Chirita  tamiana  seed  and  pods. 

So,  I  planted  a  bunch.  Like  a  willful  child  that 
behaves  beautifully  at  home  and  then  misbehaves 
the  moment  company  arrives,  the  C.  tamiana 
seeds  I  planted  for  this  project  germinated  poorly. 
However,  we  did  end  up  with  about  ten  tamianas, 


which  hopefully  will  be  blooming  at  sale  time. 

The  final  contribution  to  the  sale  came  from 
one  of  our  club  members,  Carol  Callaghan.  At  our 
last  April  meeting,  another  member  Libby  Behnke 
had  brought  a  large  Columnea  ‘Orange  Sherbet’  to 
our  meeting.  She  cut  the  plant  up  and  gave  us  all 
pieces  to  start  at  home.  So,  when  Carol  showed 
up  with  a  bag  of  Columnea  ‘Orange  Sherbet’  at  an 
early  fall  meeting,  she  had  no  takers.  She  was 
about  to  throw  the  bag  of  cuttings  in  the  garbage 
when  I  rescued  it.  This  is  a  hardy  plant.  Because  I 
had  a  business  trip,  I  missed  a  Tuesday  session. 
These  cuttings  were  placed  in  a  vase  for  two 
weeks  before  being  taken  to  be  planted.  If  you 
think  the  violets  grew  well  in  the  greenhouse,  the 
Columnea  cuttings  thrived. 

These  were  also  put  down  first  in  trays  and 
domed.  While  the  group  did  this,  I  went  to  check 
on  the  violets.  When  I  returned  not  only  had 
they  planted  all  the  cuttings,  but  they  had  taken 
each  leaf  that  came  off  the  cuttings  and  planted 
them  separately. 

Closing  Thoughts 

As  I  write  this  a  few  days  before  Christmas, 
the  violets  are  growing  nicely,  a  few  are  already 
setting  buds  and  one  is  blooming.  We  have  about 
twenty  pots  of  the  Columnea  at  this  point  and  are 
hoping  for  some  blooms  by  sale  time.  In  case  you 
are  wondering,  the  Columnea  leaves  have  not 
produced  anything  yet  but  are  still  strong  and 
apparently  rooted.  We’re  waiting  to  see  what 
comes  of  those  leaves  and  they  remain  domed. 

If  you  love  plants,  and  I’m  guessing  if  you’re 
reading  this  you  do,  consider  volunteering  at 
your  local  botanic  gardens.  It  can  be  a  wonderful 
experience.  If  you’re  as  fortunate  as  I  am,  you 
may  even  find  some  kindred  spirits  who 
appreciate  all  that  violets  have  to  offer.  And  of 
course,  if  you  are  anywhere  near  Delaware  and 
would  like  to  expand  your  violet  collection  or 
need  a  few  unusual  plants  for  your  outdoor 
garden,  please  stop  by  April  23-25;  details  at 
http://ag.udel.edu/udbg/ 
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Imp ’s  Fortuitous  Fancy 

Hybridized  and  Exhibited  by:  Jeff  Jackson 

Semiminiature 
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Senk  fs 
Snowy  Egret 

Exhibited  by: 

Bill  Price 

Hybridized  by: 

David  Senk 

Standard 


Rob ’s  Pink 
Buttercups 

Exhibited  by: 

Lorn  a  Russell 

Hybridized  by: 

R.  Robinson 
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How  I  Grow  a  Miniature 
Sinningia  Show  Plant 

By  Dale  Martens 


Miniature  sinningias  are  not  the  most  coop¬ 
erative  for  creating  show  plants. 

I  wick  water  my  miniature  and  micro-miniature 
sinningias,  and  they  grow  on  top  of  reservoirs,  not 
in  terrariums  or  bubble  bowls.  David  Harris 
(‘Ozark’  miniature  Sinningia  fame)  and  I  strongly 
feel  bubble  bowls  do  not  allow  miniature  and 
micro-miniature  sinningias  to  reach  their  full 
potential.  A  plant  grown  out  in  the  open  gets  to 
feed  constantly  and  grow  to  its  M  potential.  The 
humidity  in  my  house  is  around  35%  in  the  winter 
because  our  old  furnace  doesn’t  have  a  means  to 
add  humidity.  I  mention  this  because  it’s  still 
winter  weather  when  I’m  getting  ready  for  spring 
shows.  I  use  1/4  teaspoon  of  fertilizer  per  gallon  of 
water.  I  use  two  different  brands  of  non-urea, 
orchid  fertilizers  with  trace  minerals:  20-10-20 
and  20-14-13.  I’m  especially  skittish  about  very 
high  bloom  fertilizers  for  miniature  sinningias 
because  I  once  used  a  high  bloom  African  violet 
fertilizer  (with  50  as  its  middle  number)  and  it 
burned  the  centers  of  my  mini-sinns.  I  use  reverse 
osmosis  water  for  my  plants  because  my  well 
water  has  too  much  sodium. 

The  tops  of  my  sinns  are  within  8  to  10 
inches  of  cool  white  tubes... cheap,  cool  white 
tubes.  My  lights  are  on  12  hours  a  day,  all  year 
around.  I  never  increase  light.  My  plant  room 
has  a  decent  sized,  west-facing  window  that 
allows  some  sun  light,  but  I  have  a  huge  pine 
tree  in  front  of  the  window.  My  point  is  that  my 
plants  know  the  days  are  getting  longer  when  it’s 
spring  time  due  to  the  natural  light.  If  your  plants 
are  in  a  basement,  perhaps  having  the  tube  lights 
on  for  11  hours  a  day,  then  switching  to  12 
hours  of  light  a  day  in  March  for  a  May  show 
would  be  a  good  idea. 

I  do  disbud.  I  prefer  to  start  out  my  show  plants 
as  “naked”  tubers,  not  tip  cuttings.  The  following 
is  for  growing  miniature  show  plants,  not 
micro-miniatures  which  take  about  3  1/2  months 


to  get  a  show  plant  from  newly  sprouted  tubers. 

I  do  not  simply  want  a  miniature  Sinningia  in 
bloom  for  a  show.  I  want  a  mature,  fully  devel¬ 
oped  plant  in  full  bloom.  I  want  the  leaves  as 
large  as  they  are  genetically  programmed  to  be, 
and  I  want  the  most  flowers  per  stem  the  par¬ 
ticular  hybrid  or  species  can  produce. 

At  5  1/2  months  before  a  show,  I  remove  the 
top  of  a  miniature  Sinningia ,  all  the  roots,  and 
wash  the  tuber.  I  leave  about  half  an  inch  of  old 
stem  on  the  tuber.  Put  the  tuber  in  a  zip  lock 
baggie  with  moist,  not  soaking  wet  vermiculite, 
or  a  combination  of  vermiculite  and  New  Zealand 
sphagnum  moss.  The  baggie  should  have  tube 
light  available  to  stimulate  the  tuber  to  create  a 
new  shoot.  It  takes  about  4-1/2  months  for  a 
newly  sprouted  tuber  to  become  a  show  plant. 
This  gives  your  clean  tuber  a  month  to  sprout. 

At  4  1/2  months  before  a  show,  I  place  a 
newly-sprouted  tuber  on  top  of  the  soil  of  a 
shallow  tray.  Let’s  say  the  tray  is  a  shallow, 
6-inch  plastic,  terracotta  colored  saucer  that  I  put 
two  holes  in  so  I  can  wick  the  saucer,  putting 
each  of  the  wicks  into  a  hole  in  the  reservoir’s  lid. 

1  may  put  3  to  5  tubers  in  a  saucer.  Add  just  a  bit 
of  soil  around  the  sides  of  the  tubers  but  not  on 
top  of  the  tubers.  The  tubers  begin  to  make  more 
and  larger  leaves.  After  about  a  month’s  time  on 
the  saucer,  I  take  a  tuber  and  remove  the  bottom 

2  to  4  leaves  and  pot  the  tuber  in  its  “show  pot,” 
which  is  usually  a  3  ounce,  plastic  Solo  bathroom 
cup.  Be  careful  not  to  remove  any  roots  the  tuber 
has  made.  I  put  a  wick  in  the  pot,  plus  I  put 
about  3/4  of  an  inch  of  fine  perlite  in  the  bottom, 
add  soil,  and  then  add  the  tuber.  This  time  cover 
the  tuber  with  soil  and  the  bottom  row  of  leaves 
must  be  barely  above  the  rim  of  the  cup... not  1/2 
an  inch  above,  just  barely  above ...  perhaps  ever 
so  slightly  resting  on  the  rim.  If  there  are  any 
buds,  are  snipped  off. 

Now,  this  means  your  show  plant  is  in  its 
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show  pot  3-1/2  months  before  show.  Continue  to 
remove  buds  for  the  next  month  because  you 
want  energy  to  go  into  making  leaves. 

Between  disbudding  and  the  fertilizer,  your 
miniature  Sirtningia  will  grow  to  its  maximum 
size  that  genetics  allow.  I  believe  the  healthier  the 
leaves,  then  the  plant  produces  the  maximum 
flower  count  that  genetics  allow. 

Now  it’s  2  1/2  months,  10  weeks  before  the 
show.  Decide  at  this  point  if  your  Sirtningia 
needs  to  be  potted  in  a  3  inch  pot  or  left  where  it 
is.  Some  sinningias  may  grow  larger  leaves  and 
need  a  larger  pot.  If  you  pot  it  into  a  larger  pot, 
decide  whether  any  bottom  leaves  need  to  be 
removed  because  they  are  fading  or  damaged. 
Make  sure  removing  leaves  doesn’t  create  poor 
symmetry.  Now,  let  the  plant  begin  blooming. 

Critical:  At  2  1/2  months,  make  sure  you  are 
turning  the  plant  every  other  day  to  get  even  light 
and  a  more  even  distribution  of  blooming  flowers. 

If  you  already  have  the  potential  show  plants, 
take  tip  cuttings  now  and  root  those  so  you  have 
two  tubers  available  of  each  hybrid.  It  really  is 


best  if  you  grow  two  each  of  the  hybrids  you 
wish  to  enter  in  the  show.  This  way  you  can  put 
one  on  a  5  1/2  month  track  and  the  other  on  a  5 
month  track.  The  reason  for  this  is  primarily  room 
temperature.  A  warmer  room  will  promote  faster 
growth.  My  plant  room  is  pretty  cool  in  the 
winter,  around  63  degrees  at  night  from  until  the 
end  of  March,  hence  my  5  1/2  month  preparation 
for  a  show  plant.  If  your  room  is  warmer,  you’ll 
get  a  show  plant  two  or  three  weeks  faster  than  I 
do.  If  your  plants  tend  to  get  powdery  mildew,  be 
sure  to  use  a  fan  for  good  air  circulation. 

As  your  back-up,  you’ll  have  the  rooted  tips  of 
the  sinningias.  When  you  remove  the  tops  of  the 
plants  so  that  their  tubers  are  available,  take  those 
tops  and  remove  the  bottom  four  leaves.  Plant  it 
up  to  the  base  of  the  largest  leaves  and  use  the 
smallest  pot  possible.  Later,  re-pot  into  show  pots. 
Give  those  tip  cuttings  high  humidity  while  they 
are  rooting.  Remove  buds  for  at  least  two  months 
so  energy  goes  into  making  strong  leaves. 

From  the  Lone  Star  Judge’s  Council  Newsletter 


WHY  WE  SHOULD  USE  A  LIGHT  POTTING  MIX 

By  Sue  Gardner 


Recently,  some  in  our  club  have  complained 
that  their  plants  are  slow  growing.  Perhaps  the 
potting  mix  used  is  not  aerated  enough.  Many 
commercial  potting  mixes  sold  for  African  violets 
are  too  heavy  and  compact  easily.  The  potting 
mix  recommended  by  successful  growers  contains 
basically  three  ingredients  (perlite,  vermiculite, 
and  peat  moss)  which  provide  needed  qualities  to 
the  mix.  Perlite  is  the  ingredient  used  to  allow 
pockets  of  air  to  exist  in  our  pots,  if  your  potting 
mix  appears  too  compact,  perhaps  you  could  add 
a  little  perlite  to  allow  more  air  for  root  growth. 

The  amount  of  oxygen  -  20%  of  air  -  pro¬ 
foundly  affects  the  growth  of  roots,  and  this  will 
affect  the  rest  of  the  plant.  If  little  or  no  air  exists 
in  the  potting  mix,  roots  will  not  be  able  to  grow. 
So  well-aerated  potting  mix  is  essential.  This 
point  has  been  well  illustrated  by  experiments 


with  tomato  plants  as  shown  in  the  diagram.  The 
amount  of  growth  of  roots  and  foliage  changes 
dramatically  according  to  the  amount  of  oxygen 
available  to  the  roots.  The  last  plant  with  20% 
oxygen  exhibits  normal  growth. 


From  left  to  right,  amount  of  oxygen  supplied 
to  roots  -  1%,  3%,  5%,  10%,  20%  (normal  air). 
So,  unless  our  plants  can  obtain  sufficient  oxy¬ 
gen  in  air  around  their  roots,  stunted  growth  will 
occur.  Make  sure  you  do  not  compact  the  potting 
mix  when  re-potting  and  add  perlite  if  you  find  it 
become  water-logged. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Inc;,  Australia 
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For  Beginners  14  Maple  Avenue  •  Sudbury,  MA  01776 

By  Cheryl  Salatino  Email:  cheryl@dancingshadowsdesign.com 

Potting  Up  Leaves 

The  Secret  to  Rapid  Reproduction 


Many  African  violet  growers  can’t 
resist  taking  home  a  leaf  for  propaga¬ 
tion.  The  promise  of  watching  new  life 
emerge  from  a  leaf  can  be  contagious. 

Let’s  face  it,  who  can  resist  those  tiny 
little  plantlets  peeking  out  of  the  soil?  So 
young,  so  vigorous,  and  so  healthy  - 
what  promise  they  have! 

For  several  years,  I  had  mixed  success  getting 
little  babies  to  appear  from  a  leaf.  Those  I  put  down 
seemed  to  take  forever  to  produce  a  plantlet.  I  had 
always  chosen  healthy  leaves  -  some  younger, 
others  a  bit  more  mature.  So,  I  resorted  to  a  variety 
of  tactics  to  increase  my  success.  There  was  the 
special  fertilizer  formulated  for  generating  new 
growth.  And,  of  course,  the  root  hormone  -  which  I 
found  yielded  the  exact  opposite  of  its  intended 
result  -  leaf  rot.  No  matter  what  I  tried,  it  seemed  as 
if  my  leaves  were  destined  to  take  their  own  sweet 
time.  Then,  I  stumbled  on  a  technique  that  really 
turned  my  growing  environment  into  a  maternity 
ward.  Who  knew  that  something  so  simple  would 
have  such  an  effect! 

Planned  Parenthood 

Even  if  your  favorite  propagation  method 
produces  excellent  results,  you  may  want  to 
give  one  of  the  following  methods  a  go.  If 
you  regularly  read  my  column,  you  know 
I’m  a  step-by-step  girl.  If  you  get  all  the  way 
through  the  article,  you’ll  Find  it  takes  longer 
for  me  to  describe  the  effort  than  to  do  it. 

Getting  Started 

Step  1:  Prepare  a  light  soilless  potting  mix 
for  your  potting  project.  Use  hot  water  to 
wet  the  mixture,  hut  make  sure  it  has  cooled 
down  before  using  it.  Light  and  moist  is  the 


j||  goal.  No  soggy  soil  wanted.  Add  perlite 
to  lighten  up  pre-packaged  mixtures. 
Step  2:  Select  a  healthy  African  violet 
leaf  (avoid  outer  row  leaves  that  show 
signs  of  age) . 

Step  3:  Select  a  potting  method  (see 
below) . 

I.  Fast  and  Loose  Method 
What  You  Need: 

•  Re-closeable  Plastic  Sandwich  Bags 

•  Light  soilless  potting  mix 

What  You  Do: 

Step  1:  Write  the  plant  variety  name  on  the  bag. 
Step  2:  Prepare  each  bag  by  placing  no  more 
than  an  inch  of  moist  soil  mix  in  the  bottom. 
Smaller  leaves  will  need  less  soil. 

Step  3:  Make  an  angular  cut  to  the  leaf  stem 
approximately  1/2"  (small  varieties)  to  1"  (larger 
varieties)  from  the  leaf  edge  (I  call  this  my  rose 
cut).  You’ll  want  a  clear  angle  exposing  the  flesh 
of  the  stem,  a.k.a.  petiole,  because  that’s  where 
all  the  action  takes  place. 
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Step  4:  Place  one  leaf  (or  two  small  leaves)  at  an 
angle  in  the  soil  mix  so  the  cut  is  covered. 

Step  5:  Partially  seal  the  bag  and  then  gently 
blow  in  it.  Quickly  close  to  retain  the  air. 

Step  6:  Place  the  bag  in  a  warm,  well  lighted 
location.  Somewhere  on  a  plant  stand  is  ideal. 
Option  to  conserve  shelf  space:  use  a  clothespin 
to  attach  the  bags  to  the  edge  of  the  shelf  or 
attach  twine  to  the  stand  and  hang  the  bags  from 
there.  I  find  this  placement  can  cool  the  bag 
temperature  which  may  slow  the  reproduction 
process  from  very  fast  to  very  good  results. 

Step  7:  Monitor  weekly.  Water  as  needed.  If  the 
bag  appears  very  wet  and  soggy,  open  it  to  vent 
for  a  day  or  two. 

Step  8:  Be  amazed,  and  get  ready  to  ogle  the 
babies. 


mattress  pad  cut  to  fit  the  bottom  of  the  tray 

•  Small  plastic  pots  or  cups  (white  Solo®  cups 
with  a  slice  or  hole  in  the  bottom  work  well) 

•  Light  soilless  potting  mix 

•  A  pencil 

What  You  Do: 

Step  1:  Place  a  layer  of  capillary  matting  at  the 
bottom  of  the  tray. 

Step  2:  Write  the  plant  variety  name  on  the  pot. 
Step  3:  Fill  3/4  of  each  plastic  pot  with  moist  soil 
mix. 

Step  4:  Make  an  angular  cut  to  the  leaf  stem 
approximately  1/2"  (small  varieties)  to  1"  (larger 
varieties)  from  the  leaf  edge  (I  call  this  my  rose 
cut).  You’ll  want  a  clear  angle  exposing  the  flesh 
of  the  stem,  a.k.a.  petiole,  because  that’s  where 
all  the  action  takes  place. 

Step  5:  Place  one  leaf  (or  two  small  leaves)  at  an 
angle  in  the  soil  mix  so  the  cut  is  covered. 

Step  6:  Place  the  pots  in  the  tray  making  sure 
the  leaves  do  not  touch  (avoid  overcrowding) . 


II.  Family  Planning  Method 
What  You  Need: 

•  A  plant  tray  with  a  clear  cover 

•  Capillary  matting  or  a  piece  of  quilted  cotton 
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Step  7:  Slightly  water  the  capillary  matting  - 
enough  to  wet  but  not  saturate.  Cover  the  tray. 
Step  8:  Place  the  tray  in  a  warm,  well  lighted 
location.  A  plant  stand  is  ideal. 

Step  9:  Monitor  weekly.  Water  as  needed  by 
saturating  the  matting.  Do  not  drown  the  pots.  If 
pots  become  dry,  water  slightly.  If  the  cover 
appears  wet  and  sweating,  use  the  pencil  to  prop 
up  and  vent  for  a  day  or  two.  It  is  important  to 
have  periodic  air  circulation. 

Step  10:  Be  amazed,  and  get  ready  to  ogle  the 
babies. 

Tracking  Tips 

Using  either  propagation  method,  the  environ¬ 
ment  can  get  pretty  moist.  You’ll  find  that  retain¬ 
ing  the  plant  names  can  become  a  problem.  This 
is  how  I  compensate  for  the  added  moisture  that 
wears  out  typical  plant  labels. 

•  Write  names  on  the  outside  of  the  bag  and  on 


the  pot  (if  using) . 

•  Use  a  Sharpie®  to  do  the  documenting  on  the 
bags  and  pots. 

•  No  Sharpie?  Masking  tape  and  a  pen  are  an 
easy  substitute  for  attaching  to  the  bags  -  not 
effective  for  use  on  pots. 

•  Date  the  outside  of  the  bag  to  track  the  time- 
to-propagation.  That  way  you’ll  see  if  one  of 
these  methods  is  a  contender. 

I  said  this  was  simple,  right?  The  secret  to 
success  is  warmth  and  the  right  amount  of  mois¬ 
ture.  Monitoring  the  sogginess  level  is  a  critical 
success  factor.  Of  course,  there  are  still  plenty 
more  secrets  one  needs  to  discover  about  grow¬ 
ing  our  favorite  plant.  Let’s  hope  I’ve  been  able  to 
help  demystify  this  one.  Trying  something  new 
makes  our  avocation  interesting  and  so  much 
fun.  Enjoy  the  discovery  process. 

Grow  Smart.  Grow  Well 


FUTURE  AVSA  CONVENTIONS 


The  Philadelphia  2011  Convention  will  be 
held  May  15-22,  2011,  at  the  Crowne  Plaza 
Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill  Hotel,  Cherry  Hill,  NJ. 

The  Detroit  2012  Convention  will  be  held 
June  3-10,  2012,  at  the  Detroit  Marriott  at  the 
Renaissance  Center,  Renaissance  Center,  Detroit, 
MI. 

We  are  looking  for  sites  for  our  2013  and 
2014  AVSA  Conventions.  AVSA  now  provides 
more  support  than  ever  to  the  hosting  club  or 
clubs,  bearing  the  responsibility  for  many 


convention  tasks  completely  -  and  the  con¬ 
vention  committee  is  willing  to  help  wherever  the 
local  hosts  would  like  additional  assistance.  If 
any  club  or  clubs  would  like  to  host  a  convention 
in  one  of  these  years,  please  contact  Kathy  Lahti, 
AVSA  Convention  Director,  320-274-1  1 57, 
lahti@lakedalelink.  net. 

If  you  are  thinking  about  hosting  a  convention 
and  are  attending  the  Raleigh  Convention,  April 
11-18,  2010,  please  plan  to  attend  the  Future 
Convention’s  Meeting  Thursday,  April  15. 


Seeds 

By  Joyce  Stork  -  from  AVSA’s  FAQ  Section 


Seeds  don’t  often  develop  on  African  violets 
because  a  pollinator  (human  or  insect)  is  usually 
required.  Violets  don’t  shed  pollen  very  easily. 
All  seed  develops  in  the  center  of  the  flower. 
When  pollen  from  the  yellow  stamen  reaches 
the  upper  tip  of  the  pistil,  it  grows  down  the  tube 
into  the  ovary  at  the  center  of  the  flower,  and 
seed  will  begin  to  form.  The  ovary  will  swell  up 
to  about  the  size  of  a  popcorn  seed  and  look 


bright  green  in  the  center  of  the  flower.  Usually 
the  flower  will  fade  rather  quickly  after 
pollination,  but  the  stem  of  the  flower  will 
remain  green  until  the  seedpod  is  fully  ripe  - 
about  4  months  later.  There  is  no  guarantee 
what  color  plants  produced  from  seed  will  be. 
For  this  reason,  we  generally  produce  violets 
from  leaf  cuttings,  obtaining  clones  of  the  parent 
plant  with  the  characteristics  we  want. 
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Design  Can  Be  Contagious, 
Why  Not  Give  It  a  Go? 

By  Cheryl  Salatino 


It’s  been  refreshing  to  see  a  growing  number 
of  members  exhibiting  in  the  design  categories  at 
our  spring  show.  1  hope  this  year  will  be  no 
exception.  It’s  great  to  see  where  a  little  creativity 
can  take  us. 

The  best  place  to  begin  is  by  reviewing  the 
your  club’s  Show  Schedule.  The  essentials  are 
right  there  in  the  Design  Rules.  I  can’t  stress  how 
important  these  rules  are  to  understand  and  fol¬ 
low.  Of  course,  the  AVSA  Handbook for  Growers, 
Exhibitors,  and  Judges  is  another  excellent 
resource.  If  you’re  considering  trying  your  hand  at 
an  interpretive  design,  here  are  a  few  guidelines 
that  have  been  passed  along  to  me  from  avid 
AVSA  designers.  These  guidelines  are  not  meant 
to  replace  the  information  conveyed  in  the  Show 
Schedule.  I  use  them  to  help  inspire  my  thinking 
and  organize  my  expression. 

Interpretation 

Designers  are  encouraged  to  interpret  the 
design  categories.  Interpretation  of  a  named  class 
is  not  restricted  to  a  literal  translation  or  limited  to 
the  use  of  accessories  in  the  design.  Feel  free  to 
choose  plant  and/or  man-made  materials  that 
convey  your  idea.  Remember,  a  conceptual 
design  is  just  as  compelling  as  one  that  is  imme¬ 
diately  apparent. 

A  Design  Intent  Card  should  accompany  each 
design  entry.  This  card  enables  the  designer  to 
list  their  materials  as  well  as  explain  their  ideas. 
It’s  acceptable  to  explain  how  your  materials 
represent  the  elements  of  your  design.  We’ve  all 
seen  show  visitors  ponder  how  the  name  of  the 
design  class  relates  to  the  design  being  viewed. 
Yet,  once  they  get  a  bit  more  information,  the 
relationship  becomes  much  clearer. 

Containers  and  Backdrops 

Choose  a  container  that  will  complement  the 
design.  Don’t  be  tempted  to  rely  solely  on  the 


container  to  convey  the  design  intent.  It’s  the 
artistic  use  of  the  materials  (especially  those 
gorgeous  African  violets)  that  should  drive  your 
design. 

The  use  of  a  backdrop  can  enhance  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  the  design.  Sometimes  a  design 
needs  a  background  color  or  texture  to  make  it 
pop.  Be  aware  of  how  the  chosen  background 
material  relates  to  the  design  so  it  complements 
and  doesn’t  overpower  the  work. 

Plant  Materials 

Design  styles  vary.  The  use  of  minimal  plant 
material  is  a  designer’s  choice.  Just  as  other 
designers  choose  to  “fill  the  niche.”  It  is  probably 
more  important  to  understand  that  a  selection  of 
plant  material  that  adds  contrast,  focus,  and 
unifying  features  can  enhance  the  cohesiveness 
and  interest  of  a  design.  It’s  okay  to  use  multiple 
pieces  of  material,  especially  in  larger  Interpretive 
Flower  and  Interpretive  Plant  Arrangements,  to 
achieve  a  desired  effect. 

Whenever  possible,  incorporate  a  balanced 
amount  of  plant  material  in  the  design.  Even 
small-sized  Interpretive  Flower  Arrangements  can 
handle  more  than  one  piece  of  plant  material 
along  with  the  African  violet  blossoms. 

If  you  choose  plant  material  that  isn’t  obvi¬ 
ously  fresh  or  in  good  condition  (i.e.  dried  or  dark, 
discolored  material)  because  it  conveys  your 
design  intent,  make  sure  you  note  this  choice  on 
the  Design  Intent  Card.  If  you  don’t,  these  mate¬ 
rials  may  cause  the  judges  to  deduct  points 
because  the  condition  of  the  material  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  distracting  or  in  conflict  with  the  rules. 

Please  consider  participating  in  Design  this 
year.  Remember,  there’s  an  inner  designer  in  all 
of  us. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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Air  traces 


‘Hot  August  Hiyfits 
By  Judy  Carter 
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Hationaf  Auto  fMuseum 
‘By  ‘BJ  Ofime 
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African  Violets  by  Design 

Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Winter  Wonderland 
By  B  J  Oftme 


Rational Auto  ‘Museum 
By  Chris  Brenner 
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‘Place  ‘your  Bets 
By  Leslie  Co?( 
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And  dlC  Winners  ire  •  •  •  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  TX  75069 
By  Mary  J .  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  COUNCIL  OF 
FLORIDA,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Grinning 
Grape,  Dignitaire,  Ness’  Candy  Pink; 

Best  Miniature:  Persian  Lullaby, 

Christel  Collier.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Natchurly  Nawlins, 

Apache  Blanket,  Kiwi  Dazzler,  Lucas 
Reyer.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 

Jolly  Fire,  Rob’s  Argyle  Socks,  Rob’s  Antique 
Rose;  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Gundaroo; 
Best  Design:  Jay  Sespico.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Jolly  Texan,  Ness’  Crinkle 
Blue,  Lyon’s  Wine  Drops;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Phyllis  King.  Best  Standard: 
Rebel’s  Restless  Heart;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  grotei  Silvert;  Best  Gesneriad:  Diastema 
‘Red  Falls’,  Nancy  Kast.  Best  Semiminiature: 
Jolly  Magic,  Martha  Spyridon.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Bob  Green. 

AVS  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  PA  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara 
Michigan,  Optimara  Georgia,  Rhapsodie  Scarlet, 
Margaret  Duffy.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Red  Flash,  Rob’s  Heat  Wave, 
Rob’s  Blue  Socks;  Best  Standard:  Ness’  Angel 
Wings;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Heat  Wave; 
Best  Miniature:  Frosted  Denim,  Phyllis 
Haggerty.  Best  in  Show/Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  t ongwensis\  Best  Design; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Judy  Smith.  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Galiwinku, 
Marianne  Gershon.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Smithiantha  ‘Margie’,  Betsy  Branson. 

CEDAR  VALLEY  AVC,  IA  -  Winners:  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Slow  Dancin’; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Catherine 
Thompson.  Best  Standard:  Serenade;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Jolly  Playtime;  Best  Design,  Jan 
Tyler-Blanchard.  Best  Trailer:  Cherry  Blossom 
Trail,  Elaine  Schnell.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  confusa ,  Barbara  Pershing.  Best 


Gesneriad:  Chirita  sinensis  ‘Hisako’, 

Carol  Tjaden. 

CLUB  VIOLETTES  LONGUEUIL, 
QUEBEC  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Opera’s  Paolo, 
Ozio,  Therese;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Boo  Man,  Optimara  Little 
Cheyenne,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Boo  Man;  Best  Design, 
Aida  Bedard.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Dierdre;  Best  Miniature:  Little  Bo  Peep,  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Humpty  Doo;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Petrocosmea  rosettifolia,  Maryse  Roux.  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  magungensis,  Diane 
Page. 

LONE  STAR  AV  COUNCIL,  TX  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ness’  Candy 

Pink,  Mary  Craig,  Wrangler’s  El  Diablo;  Best  in 

Show/Best  Standard:  Ness’  Candy  Pink,  Richard 

Nicholas.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 

Ness’  Candy  Pink,  Rebel’s  Rose  Bud,  Wrangler’s 

Stampede;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 

Plumberry  Glow,  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie,  Rob’s 

* 

Suicidal  Squirrel;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Magic; 
Best  Miniature:  Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei,  Ken 
Muzalewski;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Scrumptious,  Rob’s  Boogie 
Woogie,  Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon;  Best  Design, 
Anne  Nicholas.  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Humpty  Doo, 
Nicole  Alvarez.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
rupicola  clone  Cha  Simba,  Gary  Thurman.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Ozark  Rosy  Cheeks’, 
Beverly  Powers.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Hortense  Pittman.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Danny  Tidwell. 

MID  ATLANTIC  AVS,  IL  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Waterdancer,  Opera’s 
11  Staniero,  Number  32,  Barbara  Stewart.  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rebel’s  Meg,  Rob’s 
Boogie  Woogie,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue,  Nel  Reese.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
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Scrumptious,  Munchkin  Kises,  Winter  Love;  Best 
Standard:  Buckeye  Rockin’  Robin;  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Love  Bite,  Marie  Burns.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Angel  Face,  Judi  DuPont. 
Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia  # 299 ; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Linda  Abplanalp. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Karlyn’,  LaDonna 
Hopson.  Best  Design,  Olive  Ma  Robinson. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Sue  Hoffman. 

MID  AMERICA  AVS,  KS  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rebel’s  Night  Breezes, 
Buckeye  Scrumptious,  Lyon’s  Lavender  Magic; 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Gray 
Ghost,  Rob’s  Dodo  Bird,  Rob’s  Combustible 
Pigeon;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s 
Combustible  Pigeon;  Best  Standard:  Buckeye 
Scrumptious;  Best  Miniature:  Midget  Lilian;  Best 
Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Lynn  Canning.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Slap  Happy,  Irish 
Flirt,  Ness’  Mini  Sota;  Best  Gesneriad:  Alsobia 
dianthiflora ,  Pat  Inbody.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Raymond  Russell. 

MILWAUKEE  AVS,  WI  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Allegro  Nocturne,  The 
Alps,  Rev’s  Heavenly  Star;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Breezy  Brea,  Kevin  Degner.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rev’s  Heavenly  Star, 
Optimara  Alabama  II,  Rebel’s  Night  Breezes;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Optimara  Little  Ottawa,  Betsy 
Fox.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara 
Little  Pearl,  Rob’s  Tippy  Toe,  Spring  Peach;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia  No.  237 , 
Marty  Anderson.  Best  Miniature:  Pink  Dove; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Remembering 
John’;  Best  Design,  Arlene  Garvens.  Best 
Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail,  Mickey  Eberle. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Ruth  Mengsol. 

MISSOURI  VALLEY  AV  COUNCIL,  IA  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Hot 
Tamales,  Optimara  Rentucky,  Phantom  Flash; 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Gray 
Ghost,  Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon,  Ness’  Crinkle 
Blue;  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s 
Bumble  Magnet;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s 
Combustible  Pigeon,  Kent  Stork.  2nd  Best  AVSA 


Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Chagall,  Newtown 
Quiet  Resolve,  Ma’s  Soiree;  Best  Standard:  Nancy 
Reagan,  Terri  Post.  Best  Species  Collection: 
Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  grotei , 
Saintpaulia  clone  ionantha ,  Saintpaulia  clone 
Robertson;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
Robertson,  Barbara  Pershing.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Calypso  Beat,  Slow 
Dancin’,  Rob’s  Boo  Hoo;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Catherine  Thompson.  Best 
Trailer:  Cirelda;  Best  Design,  Joyce  Stork.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Strawberry  Patch’,  Randy 
Deutsch.  Design  Sweepstakes,  B.J.  Ohme. 

NUTMEG  STATE  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Grenada, 
Optimara  Manitoba,  Rhapsodie  Barbara;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Plum  Delicious;  Best  Miniature: 
Frosted  Denim;  Best  Gesneriad:  Nematanthus 
hybrid;  Best  Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Edna  Rourke.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  The  Alps,  Optimara 
Bora  Bora,  Rhapsodie  Barbara,  Roger  Wheeler. 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Frozen  in  Time, 
Madeline  Clem. 

SHO-ME  AVC,  MO  -  Winners:  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Linda  Darnell;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Dust  Storm;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  ionantha  var. 
ionantha,  Dick  Faris.  Best  Standard:  Ashley, 
Fred  Inbody.  Best  Miniature:  Persian  Prince; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Ice  Cream’,  Juanita 
Mallory.  Best  Design,  Shirley  Faris. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Doris  Brown. 

THOUSAND  OAKS  AVS,  CA  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ness’  Candy 
Pink,  Alliance,  Picasso;  Best  Standard:  Ness’ 
Candy  Pink,  Marcia  Shaver.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Snuggles,  Rob’s 
Combustible  Pigeon,  Pride  of  Columbus;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Miniature:  Windsome,  Carroll 
Gealy.  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue, 
Ann  Wang.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpella 
‘Concord  Blue’,  Barbara  Burde.  Best  Design; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Leslie  Cox. 

TORONTOS  AVS,  ONTARIO  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Park  Avenue 
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Blue,  Opera’s  Romeo,  Aca’s  Esther;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Persian  Prince,  Rob’s  Rinky 
Dink,  Rob’s  Clown  Around;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s 
Clown  Around;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
diplotricha  Punter  #5,  Sayeh  Beheshti.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Ma’s  Pillow  Talk;  Best 
Trailer:  Ruth’s  Girl,  Olga  Vertlib.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Snuggles;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Louise  Cheung.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Bristol’s  Petticoat’;  Best  Design, 
Deanna  Belli.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Eleanor 
Elston. 

WISCONSIN  STATE  COUNCIL,  WI  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Allegro 
Nocturne,  Grandmother’s  Halo,  Ma’s  Wicked 


Witch;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Grandmother’s  Halo;  Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Victory, 
Kevin  Degner.  Best  Species  Collection: 
Saintpaulia  clone  orbicularis  var.  purpurea , 
Saintpaulia  clone  confusa,  Saintpaulia  clone 
difficilis  Mather  No.  2,  Cathy  Heider.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Lucky  Ladybug,  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue,  Ness’  Mini  Sota;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Trailer: 
Rob’s  Vanilla  Trail,  Nancy  Braun.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia  No.  237 ,  Marty 
Anderson.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Red 
Alert’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Arlene  Garvens.  Best  Design, 
Alice  Peterson. 


Anne  &  Frank  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund 

Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 

November  1  -  De 

:cember  30,  2009 

Geneva 

Two-tone 

Tom  &  Libbie  Glembocki 

Cy  P.  Yee 

In  memoiy  of  Helen  Mahr 

Mary  Boland 

Long  Island  Afican  Violet  Society  (NY) 

In  appreciation  of  Maas’  leaves 

In  memoiy  of  Mickey  Schnaufer 

f. 

Top  Choice  African  Violet  Society  Club 

(kf 

^  Thumbprint 

disbanding 

AVS  of  Denver,  Chapter  1 

Multicolor 

Quad  City  African  Violet  Society  (1A) 

Albert  &  Sarah  McGaha,  Shirley  Kirtley 

Jeff  &  Frankie  Taylor,  Betty  Fergerson, 

Barbara  Tasw ell- Miller,  Janet  Royce 

Martha  Walker,  and  Glenda  Robertson 

Total  this  period  -  $621.09 

ATTENTION:  the  COMPLETE  2010  Raleigh  Convention  Information  Pages  containing 
convention  and  show  schedules,  design  division,  convention  and  hotel  registration  information, 
etc.,  are  now  available  for  download  online  at  www.avsa.org.  Please  make  copies  for  those  in 
your  local  club  without  Internet  access. 

The  2010  Convention  Information  pages  are  also  now  available  at  no  charge  through  the 
AVSA  office:  Phone:  (409)  839-4725,  Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 
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Nothing  Could  Be  Finer 
Than  To  Be  in  Carolina 

Tom  Glembocki 
2010  Convention  Chair 


Winter  is  almost  over,  and  the  AVSA  con¬ 
vention  is  right  around  the  corner.  April  11-18, 
2010  is  the  time  for  “The  Once  and  Future  Violet” 
in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  You  can  leave  your 
winter  coat  behind  and  pack  for  a  glorious  spring 
under  the  blooming  dogwoods  and  azaleas.  Early 
April  temperatures  are  usually  in  the  high  sev¬ 
enties  with  occasional  days  in  the  lows  80 ’s.  You 
are  sure  to  enjoy  the  perfect  Carolina  weather,  and 
of  course,  once  inside  the  show,  the  displays  of 
African  violets  will  be  perfect. 

The  convention  show  staging  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  most  unique  in  AVSA  convention 
history.  Our  theme,  “The  Once  and  Future  Violet” 
is  reflected  in  our  logo,  with  a  lone  tree  sporting 
individual  African  violet  blossoms  signifying  the 
family  tree  of  African  violets  from  the  early 
species  to  today’s  colorful  and  multi-floriferous 
hybrids.  We  plan  to  have  an  African  violet  tree 
in  the  showroom  displaying  the  best  of  the  best 
in  the  African  violet  world.  The  showroom  will 
also  have  row  after  row  of  tables  filled  with 
horticultural  entries  that  you  will  not  want  to 
miss.  We  are  planning  to  have  one  of  the  largest 
African  violet  shows  in  recent  memory7. 

Our  convention  hotel  in  Raleigh  is  within  easy 
reach  of  everything  this  city  has  to  offer.  The 
Commercial  salesroom  opens  Thursday  afternoon, 
which  means  you  can  easily  take  a  driving  tour  of 
some  of  the  old  Victorian  homes  downtown,  just 
ten  minutes  away,  on  Thursday  morning  and  not 
miss  a  thing.  The  dogwoods  lining  the  streets  will 
be  in  full  bloom,  as  well  as  the  red,  pink,  and 
white  azaleas  that  will  take  your  breath  away. 
Don’t  be  surprised  to  see  other  carloads  of  tourists 


slowly  driving  the  streets  and  occasionally 
stopping  to  take  pictures.  The  spectacular  spring¬ 
time  blooming  display  in  Raleigh  is  similar  to  tak¬ 
ing  a  Christmas  light  tour,  but  the  temperatures 
will  be  much  more  comfortable. 

Our  hotel  is  also  in  the  heart  of  some  fine 
shopping  and  dining,  as  well  as  unique  shops. 
Less  than  a  quarter  mile  away  is  a  shopping 
center  with  Trader  Joes  and  Jerry’s  Artarama.  If 
you’re  an  artist  type,  you  will  appreciate  Jerry’s. 
Once  a  former  grocery  store,  Jerry’s  Artarama  is 
an  artist  Mecca  with  aisles  of  oil  paints,  water 
colors,  easels,  canvases,  brushes,  and  anything 
remotely  related  to  art  and  art  supplies.  Two 
miles  away  is  Raleigh  Midtown,  a  unique 
shopping  area  formerly  occupied  by  a  mall.  The 
mall  was  leveled,  an  underground  parking  garage 
built  in  its  place,  and  at  street  level  is  “Main 
Street  USA.”  This  distinctive  area  contains  Fine 
restaurants,  sidewalk  cafe  dining,  and  unique 
stores.  What  a  great  combination  of  a  pedestrian 
street  experience  with  convenient  parking  down¬ 
stairs,  only  a  few  feet  away!  If  it’s  a  traditional 
mall  experience  you  want,  the  two  million  square 
foot  Crabtree  Valley  Mall  is  only  five  miles  from 
our  hotel. 

The  Hilton  North  Raleigh  is  one  of  the  most 
convenient  hotels  in  the  history  of  many  fine 
AVSA  conventions.  Our  African  violet  show¬ 
rooms  will  be  unique,  and  we’ll  share  the 
pleasure  of  near-perfect  springtime  weather  of 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  Bring  your  plants  for 
the  show,  enjoy  the  tours,  and  make  time  to 
experience  the  area.  Enjoy  a  fantastic 
convention! 
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AVSA  Legacy  Society 


At  the  2008  convention  in  Tulsa,  the  African 
Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.  Board  of  Directors 
established  the  AVSA  Legacy  Society  to  recognize 
those  individuals  who  have  made  a  planned 
deferred  gift  of  $1,000  or  more  to  the  Anne  & 
Frank  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund.  These  gifts  will 
help  to  secure  the  future  of  AVSA  in  years  to 
come. 

Planned  giving  can  be  in  the  form  of  a  bequest 
in  a  will  or  beneficiary  designation  in  a  life 
insurance  policy.  A  bequest  can  be  a  specific 
amount  or  a  percentage  of  a  total  estate.  A  bene¬ 
ficiary  designation  of  a  specific  amount  can  easily 
be  made  by  calling  an  insurance  agent. 


Those  individuals  who  have  been  recognized 
to  date  as  members  of  the  AVSA  Legacy  Society 
are: 

Douglas  Allen  Nancy  Flayes 

Lynn  Allen  Anne  Nicholas 

Carolee  Carter  Richard  Nicholas 

John  Carter  Janet  Riemer 

Judith  Carter 

Those  who  wish  to  become  members  of 
the  Legacy  Society  and  help  ensure  the  financial 
future  of  AVSA  may  make  a  donation  or 
obtain  further  information  from  Richard  Nicholas, 
3113  Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208,  or 
randanicho@aol.com. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  October  1,  2009  -  November  30,  2009  •  Total  =  $199.00 


Multicolored 

Seattle  African  Violet  Society,  Seattle,  WA 
In  memory  of  Pat  Lewis 


Two-tone 

Albuquerque  African  Violet  Club,  Albuquerque,  NM 
Anne  Marie  Flynn,  Hopkinton,  MA 
In  memoy  of  Althea  Mcrjor,  who  was  a 
dedicated,  enthusiastic  and  generous  lover  of 
African  violets  in  Massachusetts. 

Sheila  Jones,  Buffalo,  NY 


Thumbprint 

Nancy  Arakaki,  Kanoehe,  HI 
Joan  Baker,  Thief  River  Falls,  MN 
Julie  Gibson,  Pipe  Creek,  TX 
Tomi  Griesenauer,  Sycamore,  IL 
Anne  Koopman,  Haddonfield,  NJ 
Gail  Podany,  Minnetonka,  MN 
Barbara  Thswell-Miller,  Olathe,  KS 
Diana  Trowbridge,  Knoxville,  TN 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00 
($5.00  for  non-members)  for  each  plant, 
and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after  which 
time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00  ($5.00  for  non¬ 
members).  Registration  of  the  plant  is 
$5.00  ($25.00  for  non-members)  unless 
completed  within  the  reservation  period, 
in  which  case  the  balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00 
for  non-members) . 

Dolores  Harrington  -  Fridley,  MN 
‘Dolores’  Evan’  (10148)  10/10/2009  (D. 
Harrington)  Single-semidouble  blue 
pansy/white  edge.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped, 
quilted,  senated/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘Dolores’ Moonbeam’  (10149)  10/10/2009  (D. 
Harrington)  Single  pink  two-tone  pansy. 
Medium-dark  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted/red 
back.  Semiminiature 

‘Dolores’  Sassy  Frass’  (10150)  10/10/2009 
(D.  Harrington)  Semidouble-double  purple 
frilled  pansy/white  edge.  Light  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted,  serrated/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

‘Dolores’  Tango’  (10151)  10/10/2009  (D. 
Harrington)  Double  wine  two-tone  frilled 
pansy/white  edge.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
serrated/red  back.  Semiminiature 
‘Dolores’  Tiny  Rubies’  (10152)  10/10/2009 
(D.  Harrington)  Semidouble-double  rose-wine 
ruffled  pansy.  Light  green,  heart-shaped, 
quilted,  serrated.  Miniature 


George  McDonald  -  Monroe  Twp,  NJ 
‘Mac’s  Misty  Meadow’  (10153) 
11/06/2009  (G.  McDonald)  Single 
white  sticktite  pansy/green  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Miniature 
‘Mac’s  Scarlet  Samurai’  (10154) 
11/06/2009  (G.  McDonald)  Single¬ 
semidouble  coral-red  pansy /purple  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  ovate.  Semiminiature 
‘Mac’s  Voodoo  Yoodoo’  (10155)  11/06/2009 
(G.  McDonald)  Single-semidouble  dark  coral- 
red  pansy.  Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted, 
hairy.  Semiminiature 

***** 

Cheryl  Major  -  Westford,  MA 
‘Bonnie  M2  (10156)  11/10/2009  (C.  Major/A. 
Major)  Single  light  pink  frilled  sticktite 
pansy/darker  eye,  edge.  Dark  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted,  glossy.  Standard 
‘Cheryl  Ann’  (10157)  11/10/2009  (C.  Major/A. 
Major)  Single-semidouble  white  ruffled  pansy. 
Mosaic  variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
ovate.  Standard 

REGISTRATION  CHANGES 

The  following  description  has  been  changed  at 
the  request  of  the  hybridizer: 

‘Mac‘s  Genuine  Grannie‘s’  (9475)  Change 
from  Miniature  to  Semiminiature. 


AVSA  Conventions 

2011  AVSA  Philadelphia  Convention  -  May  15-22,  201  l 

2012  AVSA  Detroit  2012  Convention  -  June  3-10,  2012 
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Photo  Credit:  Margaret  Taylor 


Red  Baron 

Hybridized  and  Exhibited  by-.  Margaret  Taylor 

Standard 
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A  Novice’s  Attempt  at  Seedlings 

By  June  Pistono 

African  Violet  Society  Of  South  Australia 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  I  noticed  a  seed 
pod  on  one  of  my  plants.  Normally,  I  would 
discard  it  as  I  didn’t  know  if  it  was  a  self-cross  or 
one  produced  by  an  uninvited  visitor.  But, 
because  the  mother  plant,  ‘Ness’  White  Bear,’ 
flowers  very  well  and  is  a  vigorous  grower,  I 
decided  to  have  a  go. 

It  took  between  four  and  five  months  for  the 
petiole  and  the  seed  pod  to  turn  brown.  When  I 
removed  it  from  the  plant,  I  placed  it  in  an 
envelope  for  another  two  weeks  to  make  sure  the 
pod  was  dry.  A  takeaway  clear-plastic  food 
container,  three  quarters  filled  with  our  club’s 
damp,  not  wet,  potting  mix,  was  made  ready.  A 
sheet  of  paper  was  folded  in  half  and  opened  flat, 
and  the  seed  pod  was  placed  over  the  paper  and 
cut  open,  tapping  the  pod  to  make  sure  all  the 
seeds  are  freed. 

If  I  had  sneezed  at  this  point,  I  would  have 
lost  the  lot!  Picking  up  the  sides  of  the  paper  so 
that  the  seeds  were  in  the  fold,  I  gently  tapped 
the  paper  and  distributed  the  seed  as  evenly  as 
possible  over  the  potting  mix,  which  was  then 
misted  and  sealed  with  the  lid.  The  container  was 
then  placed  on  a  shelf  but  not  under  lights. 

Between  three  and  four  weeks  later,  I  had  a 
green  fuzz.  I  didn’t  open  the  lid  at  this  stage  but 
waited  until  I  could  see  at  least  two  or  more 


leaves  on  each  seedling.  I  then  opened  the 
container  and  misted  the  them.  At  this  stage,  I 
put  them  under  lights,  leaving  the  lid  on  but  not 
sealed.  Eventually,  I  had  to  use  a  small  plastic 
bottle  with  a  long  spout,  so  that  I  could  wet  the 
soil  without  damaging  the  seedlings  -  this  water 
contained  nutrients. 

The  seedlings  developed  quickly;  and  when  I 
thought  they  were  big  enough  for  me  to 
handle,  I  took  them  out  onto  a  plastic  cloth  and 
got  rid  of  as  much  potting  mix  as  I  could.  With 
a  pair  of  tweezers,  I  planted  half  of  them  into 
two-inch  pots,  and  the  other  half  into  small  pill 
pots  which  are  about  half  that  size.  These  were 
all  wicked  and  place  on  galvanized  wire  mesh 
over  kitty  litter  trays.  I  had  a  total  of  70 
seedlings. 

They  are  growing  beautifully,  and  I  have  two 
different  color  leaves  and  a  few  with  variegated 
leaves.  Some  are  nearly  large  enough  that  under 
normal  circumstances  I  would  pot  on,  but  as  this 
would  retard  the  flowering  I  am  going  to  leave 
them. 

As  patience  is  not  one  of  my  virtues,  I  am 
anxious  to  see  what  the  results  will  be,  as  the 
percentage  of  keepers  is  very  small. 

Whatever  happens,  the  whole  exercise  has 
been  fun! 


Monday  -  ‘Thursday 
9:00  am  -  4:00  j>m 
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II 

fHrW  dV 

'J/ 

Hi  WL  v  S 

Spunky  Trail 

Exhibited,  by: 

Jeff  Jackson 

Hybridized  by-. 

LLyon 

Creenhouses/Sorano 

Miniature  Trailer 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


EK- 

Goluboglazaia 

Exhibited  by: 

Jan  Davidson 

Hybridized  by: 

E.  Korshunova 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Chrita  ‘Patina’ 

Exhibited  by:  Ingrid  Nelson 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  cr>  forces 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  cn  Tat<rt<s 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  cn  Gemcnc 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  cn  Leo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Vfogo 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  cn  Lcbm 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  cn  Scorpio 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  cn  SaqiWariLts 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Capricorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  cn  fiqparfas 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  cn  'Pisces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


March  Moot)  Xa)j)e 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Mon  7:31  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

2  Tie 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

3  Wed  9:11  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

4  Thu 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

5  Fri 

Scoipio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

6  Sat  2:36  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

7  Sun 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th  10:42  am 

8  Mon  12:13  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi- fruitful 

4th 

9Tue 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

lOWed 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

11  Thu  12:42  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

12  Fri 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

13  Sat  1:44  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

14  Tun 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

15  Mon 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

New  5:01  pm 

<4  6  Tue  2:32  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

IT  Wed 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

1 8  Thu  ;1 2:29  pm 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

19  Fri  T 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

20  Sat  8:28  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

21  Sun 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

22  Mon 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

23  Tue  2:16  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd  7:00  am 

24  Wed 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

25  Thu  5:39  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

26  Fri 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

27  Sat  6:57  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

28  Sun 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

29  Mon  7:21  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

Full  10:25  pm 

30  Tue 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

31  Wed  8:41  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 
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Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Thu 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

2  Fri  12:53  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

3  Sat 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

4  Sun  9:07  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

5  Mon 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

6Tue 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th  5:37  am 

7  Wed  8:51  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

8  Thu 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

9  Fri  9:48  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

10  Sat 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

11  Sun 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

12  Mon  9:31  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

13  Trie 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

14  Wed  6:55  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

New  8:29  am 

15  Thu 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

16  Fri 

Ihurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

17  Sat  2:08  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

18  Sun 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

19  Mon  7:39  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

20Tue 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

21  Wed  11:42  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd  2:20  pm 

22  Thu 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

23  Fri  2:24  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

24  Sat 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

25  Sun  4:16  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

26  Mon 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

27Tue  6:28  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

28  Wed 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

Full  8:19  am 

29  Thu  10:36  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

30  Fri 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

Reprinted  with  permission from  Llewellyn’s 2010  Moon  Sign  Book, 
published  by  Llewellyn  Publications,  ISBN  0-7387-0124-6 


■  ~ 


2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 


By  Barbara  Elkin,  Committee  Chairman 


.  t 


Email:  bjbarl21@yahoo.com 


My  list  of  AVSA  Most  Wanted  has 
grown  like  a  hurricane.  It  has  to  be 
reduced!  Have  you  found  something  on 
the  Wanted  List  you  asked  me  for  and 
didn’t  notify  me  that  you  found  it? 

Please  do  so  I  can  take  it  off  the  list. 

Every  one  counts.  If  everyone  did,  that  I 
could  comply  with  what  AVSA  is  asking  me  to 
do.  Our  entire  list  is  on  the  AVSA  web  site 
because  it’s  too  bulky  for  the  AVM. 

Have  you  quit  growing  African  violets? 
Please  let  me  know  so  I  can  take  the  plants  you 
have  me  looking  for  off  the  list  and  remove 
those  plants  that  you  listed  as  being  in  your 
collection. 

Have  you  lost  a  plant  that  you  had  listed  in 
the  Master  List  of  Vintage  Violets?  If  you  let  me 


know,  I  can  most  likely  give  it  a  source 
so  you  can  replace  it.  My  Master  List  of 
Vintage  Violets  is  also  very  large.  A 
hundred  and  ten  computer  pages!  I  know 
that  there  is  a  grower  in  Oregon  that  has 
a  lot  of  older  plants  listed  on  the  Master 
List  that  she  no  longer  grows.  Can  you 
see  the  problem  I  have? 

My  Vintage  Violet’s  committee  now  has  a 
replacement  for  Jeanne  Ayer.  (I  missed  her  help 
more  than  you  know.)  Her  name  is  Shirley  Ann 
McKenna,  known  by  the  name  of  Sam.  Sam  is 
moving  from  the  Bay  Area  to  retire  here.  That 
also  means  she  will  be  joining  our  two  societies 
here  in  Sacramento.  Not  only  is  she  a  great 
grower,  but  a  great  designer  and  a  great  cook. 

Hooray  for  Sacramento! 
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Rob's 

Lucky 

Stroke 

Exhibited  by: 

Kathy  Lahti 

Hybridized  by: 

R.  Robinson 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Sinningia 

leucotricha 

Exhibited  by: 

Bill  Price 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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“Canadian  Gold” 

By  Jim  Toms 


Ca.ua cliu.il  CuLcl 


The  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  (AVSC),  Canada’s 
national  African  violet 
society,  is  celebrating  its 
50th  anniversary  this  year. 
The  society  was  founded  as 
the  AVS  of  Ontario  in  June  1960  and  changed  its 
name  and  scope  to  “of  Canada”  a  year  later. 

In  honor  of  its  50th  anniversary,  AVSC’s 
Convention  and  Show  for  2010  is  themed 
“Canadian  Gold.”  The  Convention  will  be  in 
Toronto,  April  29-May  2.  The  show  will  be  in  the 
Centre  Square  of  Sherway  Gardens,  a  large, 
popular  mall,  while  delegates  will  stay  at  the 
upscale  Old  Mill  Inn,  where  other  events,  ban¬ 
quets,  etc.  will  be  staged.  There  will  be  a  free 
shuttle  service  between  hotel  and  show. 

Another  exciting  event  is  the  honoring  of  our 
favorite  plant  with  an  African  violet  postage 
stamp.  Canada  Post  will  introduce  this  stamp  to 
the  public  with  First  Day  Covers  postmarked 
March  3,  2010  in  Etobicoke,  Ontario.  Saturday, 


May  1 ,  representatives  of  Canada  Post  will  attend 
the  public  opening  of  the  Convention  Show  with 
stamps  to  display.  The  stamp  is  really  two  stamp 
designs  featuring  photos  of  two  well-known 
Canadian  hybrids,  ‘Picasso’  by  hybridizer  Michel 
Tremblay  and  ‘Decelles’  Avalanche’  by  Yvon 
Decelles. 

See  the  AVSC  web  site  for  more  information: 
http://www.avsc.ca.  For  more  information  on 
the  Canadian  African  violet  stamp,  go  to 
http://www.canadapost.ca  and  search  for 
“African  violets”. 


Plastic  vs  Clay 

By  Joyce  Stork 

From  AVS  As  Frequently  asked  Questions 


Most  growers  favor  plastic  pots  for  a  number 
of  reasons:  1)  Constant  water  methods  (wicking 
or  capillary  matting)  work  best  with  plastic  pots. 
Clay  pots  allow  too  much  evaporation  and 
become  covered  with  mineral  deposit  very 
quickly.  Sometimes  the  soil  will  go  dry  at  the  top 
of  a  wick-watered  clay  pot,  probably  because  the 
moisture  is  evaporating  out  the  sides.  2)  Plastic 
pots  are  more  easily  available  in  smaller  and 
squattier  sizes.  Violets  seem  to  bloom  best  in  pots 
that  are  about  one-third  the  diameter  of  the 
leaves,  and  the  roots  do  not  extend  much  beyond 


two  or  three  inches  below  the  surface  of  the  soil. 
3)  Plastic  pots  are  less  expensive  to  buy  and 
easier  to  clean  for  reuse  than  clay  pots.  Clay  pots 
seem  to  accumulate  salts  in  the  rim,  which  burns 
leaves  that  come  in  contact.  Now,  there  are  times 
when  a  clay  pot  is  desirable  -  most  especially  in 
hot  climates  or  greenhouse  growing.  The  evap  - 
oration  from  the  clay  works  as  a  cooling  device 
and  actually  keeps  the  roots  cooler.  Since  many 
growers  are  in  climate-controlled  environments, 
this  feature  seems  to  be  less  important  these 
days. 
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March  5  &  6  -  FLORIDA 

Central  Florida  African  Violet 
Society  Judged  Show 
Beardall  Senior  Center 
800  Delaney  St. 

Orlando,  Florida 

Mar  5  -  Noon  -  4pm 

Mar  6  -  10am -4pm 

Info:  Cheryl  Luna  (407)  425-7469 

Email:  Elvie  Blakely  eblakely@cfl.rr.com 

March  6  &  7- ARIZONA 

Tucson  African  Violet  Society 

52nd  Annual  Show  and  Sale 

Foothills  Mall 

7325  N.  LaCholla  Blvd 

Tlicson,  AZ 

Mar  6-  9am -9pm 

Mar  7  -  10am  -  5pm 

Info:  Cindy  Baker  (520)  820-0701 

Email:  iamcindybaker@comcast.  net 

March  6  &  7- FLORIDA 

Fantasy  African  Violet  Club 
18th  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Oak  Hill  Hospital  Enrichment  Center 
Behind  Oak  Hill  Hospital 
11375  Cortez  Blvd.  Brooksville,  FL 
Mar  6  -  lam  -  5pm 
Mar  7  -  Noon  -  3pm 
Info:  Thad  Scaggs  (352)  398-1679 
Email:  tascaggs@tampabay.rr.com 

March  6  &  7- TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  AVC 
30th  Annual  Show  Sale 
Hermann  Park  Garden  Center 
1500  Hermann  Dr. 

Houston,  TX 
Mar  6-  1pm -5pm 
Mar  7  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Suzanne  Altenburg 
(281)  859-8786 

Email:  starlightl234@sbcglobal.net 


March  10-13  -  GEORGIA 

Dixie  African  Violet  Society’s 
Annual  Convention 
“A  TALE  OF  TWO  CITIES” 

Athens  Greece  -  Athens  Georgia 
March  10-13,  2010 
Holiday  Inn,  Athens,  Georgia 
Info:  Kathy  Spissman,  Convention 
Director  (770)  939-5289 
Email:  mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 

March  11-13  -TEXAS 

Dallas  Metro  Trio  Judged  Show  and  Sale 
North  Haven  Gardens 
7700  Northaven  Rd. 

Dallas,  TX 

Hours:  10am  -  5pm 

Info:  Sylvia  Leeds  (903)  356-2540 

Email:  roseotx@hughes.net 

March  13  -  CALIFORNIA 

South  Coast  AVS  &  Tlistana 
AVS  judged  Show/Sale 
South  Coast  Botanic  Garden 
26300  Crenshaw  Blvd. 

Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA 
Hours:  1 1  am  -  4  pm 
Jacquie  Eisenhut  (310)  325-2993 
Email:  jeisenhut@hotmail.com 

March  13  &  14  -  ILLINOIS 

Northern  Illinois  Gesneriad 
Society  Display  and  Sale 
Chicago  Botanic  Garden 
1000  Lake  Cook  Road,  Glencoe,  IL 
(847)  835-5440 
Hours:  10am  to  4pm  both  days 
Info:  Susan  Bradford  (847)  740-7801 
Email:  asusan.bradford@abbott.com 

March  13  &  14  -  Colorado 

Rocky  Mountain  African  Violet  Council 
Annual  Spring  Show  &  Sale 
Tagawa  Garden  Center 
7711  S.  Parker  Road 
Aurora,  CO 

March  13-  10am  to  4pm 
March  14  -  10am  to  4  pm 
Info:  Nelly  Levine  (303)  423-6072 
Email:  NLevine28@msn.com 


March  19  &  20  -  MINNESOTA 

African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 
Spring  Judged  Show  and  Sale 
Harmar  Mall 

Snelling  &  County  Road  B 
Roseville,  MN 

March  19  -  10:00am  -  8:00pm 
March  20  -  10:00am  -  4:00pm 
Info:  Jude  Neumann  or  Kathy  Lahti 
http  ://sites  .google .  com/site/avsminnesota 

March  19  &  20 -TEXAS 

Denton  African  Violet 
Annual  Judged  Show  &  Sale 
First  Presbyterian  Church  -  Erwin  Hall 
1 1 14  W.  University  Drive 
Denton,  TX 

Mar  19  -  1:30pm  -  5pm 
Mar  20  -  9:30am  -  3:30pm 
Info:  Anne  Nicholas  (940)  565-0363 
RandaNicho@aol.com 

March  20  &  21 -NEW  YORK 

African  Violet  and  Gesneriad 
Society  ofWNY 
Judged  Show  and  Sale 
Galleria  Mall 
Galleria  Drive 
Cheektowaga,  NY 
Mar  20  -  Noon  -  6:00pm 
Mar  21  -  10:00am  -  4:00pm 
Info:  Paul  Kroll  (716)  652-8658 
Email:  pfkrqll@roadrunner.com 

March  20  &  21  -  NEBRASKA 

Omaha  African  Violet  and 
Gesneriad  Show  and  Sale 
March  20  th  &  2 1st 
2010  Mulhall’s  Nursery 
120th  and  Maple 
Omaha,  NE  68164 
Saturday  10am  -  6pm 
Sunday  12  noon  -  5pm 
Info:  Scott  Evans 
Sevans@mulhalls.com 

March  20  &  21 -TEXAS 

First  Austin  African  Violet  Society 
42  nd  Annual  Judged  Show  and  Sale 
Austin  Area  Garden  Ctr  -  Zilker  Park 
Botanical  Gardens 
2220  Barton  Springs  Rd 
Austin,  TX 

March  20-  11am -4:30pm 
March  21  -  1pm  -  4pm 
Info:  Susan  Kautz  (512)  365-1818 
email:  gizzmo@austin.rr.com 
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March  20  &  21  -  WASHINGTON 

Seattle  AVS  Show/Sale 

Swanson’s  Nursery 

9701  15th  Ave.  NW 

Seattle,  WA 

Mar  20  -  Noon  -  6pm 

Mar  2 1  0  9am  -  4pm 

Info:  Jim  Lambert  (206)  329-7835 

Email:  lambepam@gmail.com 

March  26  &  27  -  TENNEESEE 

Memphis  African  Violet  Society 
Judged  Show  and  Sale 
Memphis  Botanical  Garden 
750  Cherry  Road 

Memphis,  TN  381 17  (901)  576-4100 
March  26,  9:00am  -  6:00pm 
March  27,  9:00am  -  5:00pm 
info:  (901)  581-5440 
email:  fayewig@comcast.net 
Free  to  public 

March  26  &  27  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Central  Jersey  AVS 

3 1  st  Annual  Show  and  Plant  Sale 

First  Baptist  Church 

232  Main  Street 

Matawan,  NJ 

Mar  26  -  3pm  -  7pm 

Mar  27-  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  David  Tooker  (732)  671-2228 

Email:  Davidtook@aol.com 

March  27  &  28 -MICHIGAN 

Michigan  State  African  Violet  Society 
Spring  Display  and  Sale 
March  27  -10am -4:30pm 
March  28 -10am -2pm 
Matthaei  Botanical  Gardens 
1 800  Dixboro  Rd. 

Ann  Arbor,  MI 

Info:  Ingrid  Bowman  (248)  698-3628 

March  27  &  28  -  DELAWARE 

Delaware  African  Violet  and  Gesnerlad 

Society’s  Annual  Flower  Show/Sale 

Boscov’s  Auditorium 

Christiana  Town  Center 

Delaware  Route  273 

Christiana,  Delaware 

March  27- 1  lam  -  5pm 

March  28-  noon  -  4pm 

Info:  Bobble  LaFashia  (302)  656-7215 


March  27  &  28  -  LOUISIANA 

Sundowners’  African  Violet  Society 
30th  Annual  Show  and  Sale 
Baton  Rouge  Garden  Center 
7950  Independence  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Mar  27  2pm  -  5pm 
Mar  28  11  am -3pm 
Info:  George  Ramirez 
(985)  384-0309 
Email:  susiesmith@live.com 

March  27  &  28  -  ONTARIO,  CANADA 

Toronto  Gesneriad  Society 
Sherway  Gardens 
Centre  Square 
25  West  Mall 

Etobicoke,  Ontario,  Canada 
Both  Days:  1  lam  -  6pm 
Info:  Doris  Brownlie  (905)  270-6776 
Email:  Jtbrownlie@idirect.com 

March  27 -CONNECTICUT 

Windsor  AVS  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 

St.  Gabriel’s  Church 

379  Broad  Street 

Windsor,  CT  06095 

Hours:  8:30am  -  3pm 

Info:  Nancy  Hayes  (860)  242-0162 

Email:  violetnancy@comcast.net 

http://instafax.com/wavs/ 

March  27  &  28 -NEW  YORK 

Capital  District  African  Violet  Society 
(Albany,  New  York) 

Nurses  Foundation  of  New  York  State 
2113  Western  Avenue 
Guilderland,  New  York 
Sat  March  27th  1pm  -  5pm 
Sun  March  28th  1  lam  -  4pm 
Info:  Vincent  Ozimek  (518)  489-3894 
Email:  Ozimekvinc@aol.com 

April  3  &  4  -  CALIFORNIA 

Capital  City  Show  and  Sale 
Sacramento  Garden  4  Arts  Center 
3330  McKinley  Blvd, 

Sacramento,  CA 

Apr  3-  1pm -4pm 

Apr  4  - 1  lam  -  3pm 

info:  Lynn  Lombard  (530)  637-9000 

Email:  lynnjonibardtattnet 


April  10  &  1 1  -  TORONTO,  ONTARIO, 
CANADA 

Toronto  African  Violet  Society 
Annual  Show/Sale 
Toronto  Botanical  Gardens, 

777  Lawrence  Ave.  E.  Toronto,  Ontario 
Saturday,  April  10th,  12  noon  -  5pm 
Sunday,  April  1 1th,  10am  to  3pm 
Info:  Don  MacDonald  (416)  964-9305 
Email:  maconapc@sympatico.ca 

April  10  &  11 -NEW  JERSEY 

African  Violet  Club  of  Morris  County 
Frelinghuysen  Arboretum 
53  East  Hanover  Ave. 

Morristown,  NJ 

April  10-  1:30pm  -  4:30pm 

April  11-  11am  -  3:30pm 

Info:  Jill  Fischer  (908)  464-4417 

Email:  HF.JG.Fischer@comcast.net 

April  10  &  11 -NEW  MEXICO 

Albuquerque  African  Violet  Club 

42nd  Annual  Show/Sale 

Albuquerque  Garden  Center 

10120  Lomas  Blvd  NE 

Albuquerque,  NM 

Apr  10  -  2pm  to  5pm 

Apr  11  -  10am  to  4pm 

Info:  Sharon  Shannon  (505)  865-0171 

Email:  sshannon2@swcp,com 

Web:  www.albuquerqueafricanvioletclub.ori 

April  17  &  18  -  QUEBEC,  CANADA 

Societe  des  Saintpaulia  de  Montreal 
Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Chalet  du  pare  Malsonneauve 
4601  Sherbrooke  St  E,  Montreal,  Quebec 
Both  Days;  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  (514)  990-5701 
Email:  saintpauliamontreal@hotmail,com 
Web;  wwwjaintpaulia-montreaLcom 

April  23  &  24  -  OHIO 

African  Violet  Society  of 

Dayton  Display  and  Sale 

Town  and  Country  Shopping  Center 

corner  of  Stroop  and  Ear  Hills  (QH--4S) 

Kettering,  OH 

April  23  --  10am  --  9pm 

April  24-  10am  -  4  pm 

Info;  Jan  Scfrroeder  (937)  233--0974 

Email;  jmschroeder22@aol.com 
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April  23  -  25  -  IOWA 

Evening  African  Violet  Club  of 
Des  Moines  Show/Sale 
Merle  Hay  Road  Mall 
Des  Moines,  IA 
April  23-12  noon  -  9pm 
April  24  -  9am  -  9pm 
April  25-12  noon  -  5pm 
Info  Joan  Watts 
(641)  377-2656 
Email:  jojewels@netins.net 

April  24  -  OREGON 

Portland  AVS  Plant  Sale 
Thbor  Heights  Methodist  Church 
6161  SE  Stark  St. 

Portland,  OR 

Hours:  10am  -  3pm 

Info:  Vivian  Scheans  (503)  620-4426 

Email:  vscheans@comcast.net 

April  24  &  25 -NEW  YORK 

African  Violet  Society  of  Rochester 

Show  &  Sale 

Perinton  Square  Mall 

Routes  250  and  31 

Fairport,  NY 

Apr  24  -  Noon  -  5pm 

Apr  25  -  11am  -  4pm 

Info:  Doug  Burdick  (585)  582-1377 

Email:  dburdick@msn.com 

April  24  &  25  -  CONNECTICUT 

Naugatonic  AVS  Annual  Judged  Show 
Homewood  Suites  Hotel 
6905  Main  St. 

Stratford,  CT 

Apr  24-  1pm-  4pm 

Apr  25-  10am -3pm 

Info:  Don  Goodwin  (860)  283-5311 

April  30  &  May  1  -  TEXAS 

Magic  Knight  African  Violet  Society 
Live  Oak  Civic  Center 
8101  Pat  Booker  Rd. 

Live  Oak,  TX 

Apr  30th  -  9am  -  4:30pm 

May  1st  -  8:30am  -  4pm 

Info:  Danny  Tidwell  (501)  288-4148 

Email:  dantwell@yahoo.com 


May  1  &  2  -  WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society 
St.  Jude  the  Apostle  Church 
5th  &  Knapp  St. 

Oshkosh,  WI 

May  1  -  10am  -  4:30pm 

May  2- 11 :30am -3pm 

Info:  Kevin  Degner 

Email :  kevin_degner@sbcglobal.net 

May  1&2  -ILLINOIS 

Glenview/North  Shore  AVS  Display  Sale 
Chicago  Botanic  Gardens 
Glencoe,  IL 

Both  Days:  10am  -  4:30pm 

Info:  Barbara  Goodsell  (847)  729-1690 

May  1&2- OHIO 

Columbus  AVS 

Annual  AVSA  Judged  Show  &  Sale 
Franklin  Park  Conservatory 
1777  E.  Broad  Street 
Columbus,  OH 
May  1  -  10am  -  5pm 
May  2  -10am  -  4  pm 

Violet  Care  Workshops  available  both  days 
Contact:  Nancy  Carr  at  (614)  864-8130  or 
afvioletfan@insight.rr.com 

May  1  &  2  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Garden  State  AVC  Show/Sale 

Mercer  County  Community  College 

1200  OldTTenton  Road 

West  Windsor,  NJ 

May  1  -  Noon  -  6pm 

May  2  -  9am  -  4pm 

Info:  Grace  Egan  (609)  737-3568 

grcegan@aol.com 

May  1  &  2  -  OHIO 

Cincinnati  AVS  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Eastgate  Mall 
4601  Eastgate  Blvd. 

Cincinnati,  OH 

May  1  -  Noon  -  9pm 

May  2  -  Noon  -  5pm 

Free  Parking  and  Admission 

Info:  www.cincyavs.com 

Penny  Wichman:  pennypwic@aol.com 

Al  Cenci:  acenci@cinci.ii.co. 


May  1  &  2  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Syracuse  Show/Sale 
Beaver  Lake  Nature  Center 
8477  East  Mud  Lake  Rd. 

Baldwinsville,  NY 

May  1  -  1pm  -  6pm 

May  2-  10am  -4:30pm 

Info:  Kathy  Garbarino  (315)  829-3679 

Email:  kgarb@twncy.rr.com 

May  1  &  2  -  ONTARIO,  CANADA 

AVS  of  Canada  50th  Anniversary 
Show/Sale 

Sponsored  by  Lakeshore  AVS 
Sherway  Gardens,  Centre  Square 
25  The  West  Mall 
Etobicoke,  Ontario,  Canada 
Both  Days:  1  lam  -  6pm 
Info:  Beverley  Williams  (905)  620-1149 
Doris  Brownlie  (905)  270-6776 
Email:  jtbrownlie@idirect.com 

May  8 -OREGON 

Portlandia  Violet  Club  Display/Sale 

Jantzen  Beach  Mall 

Hours:  10am  -  8pm 

Info:  Blanche  Bunker  (503)  761-7861 

May  8  -  WISCONSIN 

Sundowners  AVC  &  Crosstown  AVC 

Annual  Spring  Sale 

Olbrich  Botanical  Gardens 

3330  Atwood  Ave 

Madison,  WI 

Hours:  9am  -  3pm 

Info:  Alice  Peterson 

(608)  833-5552 

Email:  peters56@tds.net 

May  15  &  16  -  VIRGINIA 

Richmond  AVS  Show/Sale 

Lewis  Ginter  Botanical  Gardens 

1800  Lakeside  Avenue 

Richmond,  VA 

Both  Days:  9am  -  5pm 

Info:  Rich  Follett  (540)  465-2976 

Email:  richfoll@yahoo.com 


AVSA  Raleigh  Convention  Shipping  Station 


The  AVSA  2010  convention  in  Raleigh 
will  have  a  shipping  station.  Flat  rate  USPS 
boxes,  packing  materials,  tape,  and  labels 
will  be  available  for  you  to  pack  your 
plants  in  your  room.  Leave  the  package  at 
the  shipping  station  with  cash  flat  rate 


postage,  and  we  will  insure  safe  delivery 
to  a  local  Post  Office.  Packing  and 
shipping  materials  will  be  free;  postage  is 
cash  only.  You  can  also  use  this  service  to 
ship  your  clothes  home,  making  room  in 
your  carry-on  for  plants. 
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AVSA  ADVERTISING  GUIDELINES 

Cindi  Nofziger,  Advertising  Manager 


DEADLINES 


fAN/FEB  ISSUE  NOV  1 

JUL/AUG  ISSUE 

MAY  1 

MAR/APR  ISSUE  JAN  1 

SEPT/OCT  ISSUE 

JUL  1 

MAY/JUN  ISSUE  MAR  1 

NOV/DEC  ISSUE 

SEPT  1 

REGULAR  ADVERTISING 

AD  SIZE  -  COMMERCIAL 

ALL 

3  5/16  IN  WIDE  MEMBERS  OTHERS 

1  INCH  $36 

$40 

2  INCH  $60 

$66 

3  INCH  $85 

$94 

4  INCH  $109 

$119 

5  INCH  TO  9  1/4  INCH  $28  PER  INCH  $30  PER  INCH 

1/4  PAGE  BLACK  &  WHITE 

$116 

$127 

1/2  PAGE  BLACK  &  WHITE 

$212 

$231 

FULL  PAGE  BLACK  &  WHITE 

$418 

$457 

1/2  PAGE  COLOR 

$577 

$627 

FULL  PAGE  COLOR 

$721 

$787 

Advertiser  provides  color  separations. 

Special  -  Buy  5  ads  and  receive  6th  ad  free  when  all  6 
ads  are  paid  in  frail  in  advance.  All  ads  must  be  same 
size.  Content  of  ad  can  change fror  each  issue. 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 

15  word/$  18.00  Minimum.  Each  additional  word  is 
$1.20;  a  series  of  numbers  counts  as  a  word.  Purchase  5 
ads  and  receive  the  6th  ad  free.  All  classified  ads  must  be 
the  same  text  and  paid  for  in  advance. 

INTERNET  WEB  PAGE 

Commercial  members  and  any  advertiser  who  pur¬ 
chases  six  consecutive  ads  may  have  his/her  business 
listed  on  the  AVSA  Web  Page  and  also  have  a  “hot”  link 
to  their  page  if  they  provide  a  reciprocal  link  to  the  AVSA 
page.  No  process  has  yet  been  developed  to  place 
advertising  on  the  Internet  at  this  time. 

^Commercial  Membership  $37.00  per  year  (USA), 
$38.75  per  year  (International).  Make  checks  payable  to 
AVSA.  Membership  check  should  be  provided  separately 
from  advertising  cost.  Pictures  can  be  included  at  no  extra 
cost.  No  copy  or  pictures  can  be  returned.  All  copy  must  be 
typewritten.  NO  PROOF  SUBMITTED  BEFORE 
PUBLICATION.  If  proof  required,  submit  camera-ready 
copy. 


VISA  or  MasterCard 

AVSA  accepts  VISA  or  MasterCard  for  payment  of  ads 
that  appear  in  the  AVM.  Want  to  save  money?  Prepay  for 
five  consecutive  ads  either  by  check  or  charge  and  receive 
the  sixth  ad  free.  Advertising  copy  may  be  changed  in 
this  category.  All  VISA  and  MasterCard  charges  must  be 
$25.00  or  more.  Any  amount  less  has  to  be  paid  by  cash, 
check,  or  money  order. 

Commercial  versus  Non-Commercial 

Advertisers  no  longer  need  to  be  commercial  or  non¬ 
commercial  members  of  AVSA  in  order  to  place  an  ad.  The 
product  or  sendee  must  be  plant-related  to  qualify.  This 
rule  is  perfect  for  an  advertiser  who  would  like  to  “test  the 
waters”  before  going  into  a  full-scale  advertising  cam¬ 
paign.  Prices  for  non-commercial  advertisers  are  10% 
higher  than  those  for  our  commercial  members.  Unless 
the  advertiser  is  already  a  member  of  AVSA,  he/she  would 
not  receive  a  copy  of  the  AVM  nor  be  eligible  for  any  of 
the  other  benefits  of  membership  in  AVSA. 


Example: 

1"  ad  Commercial  Member . $33.00 

1"  ad  Non-Commercial  . $36.00 


One  year  (six  issues)  of  non-commercial  ads  will  cost  an 
additional  $18.00  or  $15.00,  depending  how  it  is  paid  (pay 
for  5,  get  6th  free). 


Full  page  Black  and  White  for 

Commercial  Member . $380.00 

Full  page  black  and  White  for 

Non-Commercial  Member . $415.00 


One  year  (six  issues)  of  non-commercial  ads  will  cost  an 
additional  $210.00  or  $175.00,  depending  how  it  is  paid 
(pay  for  5,  get  6th  free). 

Four-Color  Advertising 

The  AVM  is  now  accepting  four-color  ads.  Ads  will  be 


accepted  in  two  sizes. 

One  Half  Page  Commercial  Member . $525.00 

Non-Commercial . $570.00 

Full  Page  Commercial . $655.00 

Non-Commercial . $715.00 


The  customer  must  provide  the  color  separations  for  the 
copy. 
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Classified  Advertising 

•  Want  members  to  know  you  sell  on  Ebay? 

•  Looking  for  a  home  for  your  old  copies  of  the  AVM? 

•  Moving  and  don’t  have  room  for  that  plant  stand? 

•  Your  club  is  selling  violet  key  rings  as  a  fundraiser? 

•  Small  commercial  growers:  Violet  lovers  travel 
everywhere  to  find  new  plants.  Do  you  go  unnoticed 
and  lose  business  because  you  feel  you  can’t  afford  a 
large  ad  in  the  AVM? 

•  Large  commercial  grower:  Even  though  you  would 
like  to  see  your  ad  in  every  issue,  do  you  settle  for 
fewer  appearances? 


Why  not  try  an  inexpensive  (15  words/$  16.50  min. 
charge)  classified  ad  to  address  your  situation?  The 
classified  advertising  may  be  used  by  commercial  and 
individual  members,  clubs,  groups,  and  non-members. 
AVSA  individual  members  advertising  in  this  section  will 
not  be  considered  “commercial”  advertisers. 

WHERE  DO  I  SEND  MY  AD? 

Regular  Advertisements  and  Classified  Advertisements 
Cindi  Nofziger,  Advertising  Manager 
1500  N.E.  Mayview  Dr.  •  Albany,  Oregon  97321 
Phone:  (541)  926-8116 
Email:  ccnofziger@comcast.net 


MRS  STREP  STREPS 

Streptocarpus,  Chiritas,  Kohlerias,  plus  many  other  Gesneriads: 

Email  for  list  of  available  plants  by  mail  order. 
Kathy  Spissman,  4086  Brownlee  Dr., 
Tucker,  GA  30084,  770-939-5289 
Call  for  an  appointment  and  directions  when  you  are  in 
the  area.  Tucker  is  just  a  few  miles  east  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Look  for  my  auctions  on  EBAY  -  Kathystrep  •  Mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372  S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Price  list:  $1 .00 

Springfield,  MO  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MAO  1730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


c  edar  Creek  Violet „ 

V  P.O.Box  113 

Stanford,  KY  40484 
Ph  -  606-282-3432 

African  Violets,  Chiritas,  Columneas  & 
Other  Gesneriads . Plants  or  Cuttings! 

'  VW?  Eat  a  Bullfrog  first  thing  each  morning  and  nothing 
worse  will  happen  to  you  the  rest  of  the  day! 

Current  Catalog  $3.00 
Or  order  online  at 

www.orderafricanviolets.com 

Special:  25  leaves  (our  choice)  for  $28.00  ppd. 

Six  plants  (our  choice)  $30.00  ppd. 

You  may  choose  mini/semi,  standard,  trailers  or  mix. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover  Card,  AMX 
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Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 
For  Someone  Special 
The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


BlEENHOUSE 


100’s  African  violets  and  supplies 
Online  growing  help  and  photos 
Fast  shipping  of  all  supplies 
Online  Message  forums 


www.REEDSGREENHOUSE.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

Introducing  some  of  our  NEW  varieties  to  tempt  you  for  2010: 


Snowkissed  Plum 
Splendid  Chaos 
Heaven's  Smile 
Red  Rocket 
Spun  Sugar 


Perfect  Harmony 
Hearts  Aflutter 
Sierra  Sunrise 
Cosmic  Art 
Lacy  Lass 


■  _ _ 


Lucky  Devil  Gum  Drop 

To  receive  our  2010  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  mountains!  Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 

To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.lyndonlyOn.COITl 


-■  :  .  . ■  .   :  .  /  ■ ; 
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P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  1 2  =  $76.86  24  =  $1 44.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted 

74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  H  x  27"  W  x  12"  D 


Gree^ 

W  Apex,  NC 

At  ^<3  Peak  of  Violetry 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 

919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


Buckeye  &  Bluegrass  Violets 
New  Releases  for  2010 

New  Buckeye  Whites  and  Fantasies 
Jolly’s  and  Celinas  from  H.  Pittman 

See  you  at  Dixie  in  Athens  and  in  Raleigh! 

2010  color  catalog  $3.00  US/$5.00  International 
Send  stamps  or  checks  to  Pat  Hancock 
7132  Shurz  Rd.  •  Middletown,  OH  45042 
(513)  4250308 
Pat.hancock@hughes.net 
See  other  releases  at  www.buckeyeviolets.com 


JoS  Violets 

African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 
www.geocities.com/iosviolets  or 

send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr  Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344  josviolets@yahoo.com 


African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 

Send  $2.00  for  catalog  to  Pat’s  Pets 
4189  Jarvis  Rd.  •  Hillsboro,  MO  63050 
Phone  (636)  789-3604 
E-mail:  patspets@sbcglobal.net 
www.patspetsl  .com 


Producing  and  Selling  African  Violet  Seeds  Since  1976 
Please  visit  us  at  NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com 

Order  Line:  314-918-5853 


African  Violets  for 
Everyone 

by  Ruth  Coulson 


The  book for  all  lovers  of  African  violets 

Includes  a  CD  of  images  and 
an  informative  presentation. 

180  x  240  mm  (7x9  1/2  in.) 
Paperback,  90  p.,  12  full  colour. 

$28.50  plus  postage  $14.00  in 
US/Can.,  $3.90  Aust. 

(Australian  currency) 

Enquire  for  other  postal  zones. 
Discounts  apply  for  10  or  more  copies. 

Orders  and  contact: 

Mail:  5  Colban  Street, 

Balcolyn  NSW  2264  Australia 
Email:  ruthcoulson@iprimus.com.au 
Online:  www.africanvioletsforeveryone.net 
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920  MMinytan 
Winfield ,  [Kan*a*  67/56 

African  Violets  and  their  relatives.  Send 
$2.00  for  our  Spring  catalog  or 
Visit  our  web  site  at 


[Patty  *  [Plant*  <£  Clntique * 

[PO  [B<mc  751 


Arcadia™  African  Violet  Mix 


•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated  if  1  in  tests. 


-  Wick  Saucers 


-  AgroSun  Light 
Bulbs 


•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available.  -  Self-watering  Pots 

- -  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG  _  Leaf  Rings 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


Hours:  10:00  AM  until  5:30  PM  Tues.  thru 
Sat.,  1:00  PM  thru  6:00  PM  Sun. 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 


African  Violets  &  Supplies 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Leaves, 
Species,  and  Vintage  Varieties 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures. 
Send  $3  for  our  print  version  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  mpetry@embarqmail.com  Phone  (717)  528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of- Africa. com  garymikita@cs.com 


WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 
African  Violets:  Back  to  the  Basics 
African  Violets:  Gifts  from  Nature 

Author:  Melvin  J.  Robey 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Travfe&Jiolets. 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2010  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
•WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 


PHYSAN  20. 


PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  1 1 1 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeaux,  QC  H9B  1L5 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Oyama 

Self- Watering  Planters 


DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-45 1 0  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


-  estteria</  x> 

Or  -{v 


Achimenes,  Aeschy nautilus,  Chirita,  Columned,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1 122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 

Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  Web®, 

developed  especially 
as  an  information  exchange  platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 
SOCI  ETY 


Plteiten  i  Plant  Ptlwp 

African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 


234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221-3832  •  (210)922-0208 


'Burnt 


un 


Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bIoomlovers.com 


For  a  full  color  catalogue ,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 

I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 


^ an  3  ltUor/?3  li 


op 

Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

Jim  Pttauich 


941  FM  2377 
Red  Oak,  Texas  75154 
Fax  (972)  617-1198 


JavidSon 

(972)  617-1186 
email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
For  CATALOG  in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


Violet  Barn 

9-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 
Home  of  ‘Rob’s’  and  ‘Ma’s’  hybrids.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

MA'S  FUZZY  SUPPERS.  Lovely  sdbl.  white  pansies  with 
distinctive,  frilly  deep  pink  edges.  Heavily  serrated, 
variegated  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  PARIS  AFFAIR.  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  deep  pink  pansies 
heavily  splashed  with  white  fantasy  streaks.  Perfectly 
growing,  dark,  variegated  foliage.  Easy  grower,  and 
bloomer,  nice  showplant.  $7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

ROB'S  ASTRO  ZOMBIE.  Sdbl.  deep  blue-purple  stars  with 
lots  of  very  bright  rose-pink  puffs  throughout.  Dark, 
pointed,  foliage.  Easy  grower,  profuse  bloomer, 

"other  worldly"  blooms.  Semimini  $7.00 

ROB’S  JACUZZI  FLOOZIE.  Round,  sdbl,  white  pansies  with 
fuchsia-red  side-stripes.  Round,  heavily  variegated 
foliage.  Semimini  chimera.  $12.00 

NEW  STREPTOCARPDS 

BRISTOL'S  COSTUME  PARTY.  Fringed,  bright  lavender- 
purple  sdbl.  with  dark  purple  veining  from  throat  and 
rose-pink  fantasy.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  JIMMIES.  Adorable!  Carmine-pink  sdbl.  blooms 
with  sporadic  white  fantasy  streaks.  Very  heavy, 
constant  bloomer  on  a  small-growing  plant.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  PINK  PRISS.  Lovely,  fringed,  deep  shell-pink 
blooms  with  butter-yellow  throat.  Dark,  quilted, 
foliage.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SALT  SHAKER.  Fantastic!  Very  unusual, 

ocean-blue  blooms  heavily  peppered  and  streaked  in 
sparkling  white  fantasy.  Non-stop  blooms  over  easy, 
dark,  foliage.  Excellent.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SUNBEAM.  Large,  brilliant  white  blooms  with 
large,  even  brighter,  yellow  throat.  You'll  need 
sunglasses!  $6.00 

...Hundreds  more  listed  on  our  web-site  and  catalog , 
other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each,  minis  and  streps 
at  $5.00 

$350  in  cash  and  prizes  offered  at  the  2010  Show  for 
our  hybrids! 


NEW  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

BLUE  SKIRT  (Golubye  Inbochki).  Large,  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  'thumbprints'  on  petals.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  CZARITZA  MAGNOLIA  (Tsaritsa  magnoliya).  Large, 
double  white  stars,  medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  HANGING  GARDENS  (Sady  semiramidy).  Wow!  Very 
large  and  double  red  stars.  Medium  green  foliage. 

$ 7.00 

EK  RAINBOW  OF  LOVE  (Raduga  Ljubvil).  Large,  hot-pink 
dbl.  stars.  Dark,  red-backed  foliage.  $7.00 

SWEETIE  (Konfetka).  Double  hot-pink  pansies  with 
greenish-white  edges.  Medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

TOUCH  ME  NOT  (Nedotroga).  Double  white  stars  with 
dark  pink  eye  and  'thumbprint'.  Medium  green 
foliage.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  new  and  recent  'Russian' 
varieties! 

HAVE  THESE  RECENT  FAVORITES? 

MA'S  FAT  FROGGIE.  Huge,  fully  dbl.  white  star  carnation 
blooms  with  thick,  deep  green  edging.  Wavy, 
variegated  std.  foliage.  $8.00 

MA'S  GLASS  SLIPPER.  Frilly  sdbl.  white  pansies  with  blue 
speckling  in  edge  of  pink.  Wavy,  serrated,  variegated 
standard  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  HICKIE.  Introduced  late  in'09  so  new  to  most.  Sdbl. 
white  pansies  with  lavender  side  stripes,  variable, 
ruffled  green  edge.  Variegated  standard  foliage. 
Chimera.  $17.00 

ROB'S  CHILLY  WILLY.  Best  mini  at  2008  AVSA.  Dbl. 

sparkling  white  to  silver  fluted  stars  with  blue  overlay 
and  edges.  Tiny  white,  yellow,  and  green  variegate 
miniature  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  COMBUSTIBLE  PIGEON.  Best  New  Cultivar  and  Best 
semimini  at  2008  AVSA.  Sdbl.  pink  pansies  with  blue 
fantasy  and  white  edging.  Lovely  green,  gold 
variegated  semimini  foliage.  $ 5.00 

ROB'S  PLAID  SKIRT.  Eye-catching  sdbl.  pink  stars  with  blue 
splashes  and  white  edges.  Cream,  green  variegated 
semimini.  $5.00 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS.  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcias,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

PRICES:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  1 5,  add  $12  per  order  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 
We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  our  web-site  or  call  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $35  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY).  ANYTIME-SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  A T  WWW.  VIOLETBARN. COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  1-5  p.m. 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  www. theviolethouse.com  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  p.m.,  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 
check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <beflkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
1 1473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynn_lombard@worldnet.att.net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<  AVS  Aawards@valomet .  com> . 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annanaale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Raleigh,  NC  -  April  1 1  - 

April  18,  2010. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  603  N.  San  Francisco  St.,  Flagstaff,  AZ 
86001.  A  registration  fee  of  $15  is  required.  Email 
<rathloomis@msn.com> 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Raamser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
cramser  wf@wf.net> 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-2667.  E-mail  <janice@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to:  Meredith 
Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY.  Please 
check  for  new  prices  on  AVSA  Show  Packets. 

Rates  for  SSA  packet  and  AVSA  collection  rosettes:  SSA 
PACKET  PACKET,  NO  ROSETTES  -  $5;  SSA  PACKET  WITH  1 
OR  2  ROSETTES  -  $12.50;  SSA  Packet  with  2  sets  of  rosettes 

-  $20.00;  SSA  packet  with  3  sets  of  rosettes  -  $27.50. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or  mechanical, 
without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of 
AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without  Editor’s  permission. 
AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont, 
TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  E-mail 
<rrumsey@earthlink.  net> . 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND 
MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1 ;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar.  issue 

-  Jan.  1 ;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July  issue  -  May  1 ;  Sept,  issue  - 
July  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1 . 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast.net>  (Ad  rates  on  web  site: 
AVSA.org). 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/ Apr.  issue  -  Jan.  1;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July/Aug. 
issue  -  May  1;  Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  - 
Sept.  1. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-195 8 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office 
in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 
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Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization, 
at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 
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POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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President’s  Message  941  f.  m.  2377  •  Red  oak,  tx  75154 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President  Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


As  your  President,  I  want  to  thank 
everybody  for  their  support  this  first 
year.  I  look  forward  to  working  with 
the  newly  elected  Directors  and  the 
remaining  Directors  and  Officers.  My 
goals  for  AVSA  are  to  provide  the  best 
service  and  the  best  magazine  to  our 
membership.  But,  everybody  needs  to 
remember  that  AVSA  can  only  be  as 
good  as  the  members  who  support  it.  AVSA 
needs  your  support  now  to  continue  being  the 
best  organization  is  this  troubled  economy. 

I  know  everyone  had  a  great  time  at  the 
convention  in  Raleigh,  NC,  and  our  host  club  did 
a  fantastic  job. 

I’d  like  to  welcome  the  newly-elected 
directors: 

Barbara  Burde,  California 
Tom  Glembocki,  North  Carolina 
Pat  Hancock,  Ohio 
Vladimir  Kalgin,  Russia 
Terri  Post,  Iowa 

If  you  are  looking  for  programs  for  your  local 
clubs,  the  Library  Committee  has  produced  two 
more  exciting  DVD’s  that  were  introduced  in 
Raleigh.  The  first  one  is  an  overview  of  AVSA 
from  the  early  days  to  the  present  by  Pat 
Hancock.  The  second  one  is  “Growing  African 
Violet  Trailers  -  the  Bill  Price  Way".  So  if  you 
did  not  get  either  of  these  programs  at  the 
convention,  please  purchase  them  through  the 
AVSA  Office. 

I  want  to  thank  the  retiring  AVSA  Directors 
for  their  service  to  AVSA: 

Susan  Anderson,  Arizona 
Doris  Brownlie,  Canada 
Bob  Clark,  Washington 
Ruth  Loomis,  Arizona 
Barbara  Werness,  Minnesota 

Very  special  thanks  for  a  wonderful  lady  and 


friend,  the  retiring  Resolutions  Chair, 
Mary  Boland.  She  has  always  given 
her  best  and  more  to  supporting  AVSA 
over  the  years.  She  will  surely  be 
missed  with  her  yearly  resolution  at 
the  convention. 

The  number  of  members  attending 
the  conventions  is  getting  smaller  each 
year;  therefore,  we  need  to  examine 
our  requirements  for  convention  space,  presen¬ 
tations,  and  tours.  I  have  appointed  a  special 
committee  to  look  into  possible  changes  and 
submit  them  to  the  Executive  Committee  during 
the  fall  meeting  in  2010.  I  have  appointed  the 
following  members  to  be  on  this  Special 
Committee: 

Chair  Linda  Hall 

Member  Kathy  Lahti 

Member  Anne  Nicholas 

Member  Bob  Clark 

Member  Lynn  Lombard 

If  you  have  any  recommendations  or  changes 
that  you  feel  should  be  discussed,  please  submit 
them  to  me  or  Linda  Hall. 

Jan  and  I  hope  to  attend  a  number  of  the 
regional  and  state  conventions  during  my  time 
in  office.  We  have  always  enjoyed  visiting  with 
the  members  and  seeing  the  pretty  shows.  So 
please  let  us  know  when  your  convention  will  be 
held  and  we  will  try  to  arrange  our  schedule  to 
attend. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance  to  any  member 
feel  free  to  contact  me.  My  name,  address,  and 
email  are  on  page  2  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine.  And,  here  is  my  home  phone 
number:  (972)  617-1186. 

I  want  to  thank  all  members  for  their  support 
for  AVSA. 

Ron  Davidson 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Spring  is  finally  here,  and  many 
of  our  affiliated  clubs  are  having 
shows  and  sales.  Please  have  a  look 
the  Coming  Events  section  of  this 
issue  (page  53)  for  the  event  listings 
in  your  area. 

All  AVSA  affiliated  clubs  should 
submit  their  event  notices  to  me 
directly.  Please  send  them  electron¬ 
ically  to  my  email  address  above  if 
possible,  typed  in  the  format  as  they  appear  in 
the  Coming  Events  section  of  the  AVM. 

The  deadlines  for  each  issue  can  be  found  on 
the  AVSA  Information  Page  -  the  inside  front 
cover.  These  deadlines  are  firm,  and  I  can  no 
longer  try  to  “fit  just  one  more  in”  after  this 
date.  Please  adhere  to  the  deadlines  to 
assure  that  your  event  notice  is  listed. 

Thank  you  for  all  the  positive  comments 
about  the  new  format  of  the  AVM.  As  expected, 
the  additional  color  pages  are  a  welcomed 
improvement.  As  you  can  see,  several  of  our 
members  are  submitting  articles  with  color 
photos,  and  color  photos  of  their  plants. 

Several  weeks  ago  I  received  an  email  from 
AVSA  member,  Marie  Hammons.  Marie 
wanted  to  share  photos  of  the  lovely  plants  she 
grew  from  one  seedpod.  In  her  article, 
“Potluck,”  on  pages  6  and  7,  the  photos  tell  it 
all.  Pictured  are  thirteen  very  different 
blossoms,  from  different  plants. 

There  are  two  very  important  notices  in  this 
issue.  One  is  for  all  AVSA  Senior  Judges,  on 
page  13,  and  the  other  is  for  all  AVSA 
Affiliate  Clubs,  page  23. 

Our  commercial  hybridizers  have  been  very 
busy!  Ruth  Bann  of  the  Rebel  series  shares 
photos  of  two  of  her  plants  on  page  24,  and  on 


pages  28  and  29  you’ll  find  some  of 
the  2010  Introductions  from  Paul 
Sorano,  of  Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses. 

The  2010  Vacation  Guide  is  in 
this  issue  of  the  AVM.  Board 
Member,  Barbara  Burde,  compiled 
this  in  the  new  format  for  the  new 
sized  magazine. 

All  of  those  who  regularly  attend 
our  AVSA  conventions  are  very  familiar  with 
our  friends  and  AVSA  supporters  from  Russia, 
Vladimir  and  Tatiana  Kalgin.  What  you  may 
not  know  is  how  instrumental  Vladimir  has 
been  in  bringing  the  African  violet  hobby  to  his 
country.  Last  summer,  Joyce  and  Kent  Stork 
were  guests  of  the  Kalgins  in  their  homeland, 
and  Joyce  has  written  a  wonderful  article  about 
the  trip,  the  Russian  clubs,  and  the  Kalgins’ 
efforts  to  spread  the  word  about  this  wonderful 
hobby.  You’ll  find  Vladimir  Kalgin  and  the 
Development  of  the  Russian  African  Violet 
Community’  on  page  20. 

My  friend,  Richard  Follett,  has  told  me 
many  times  of  his  desire  to  see  African  violets 
growing  in  the  wild.  He  has  also  mentioned  in 
articles  he  has  written  for  this  magazine,  that 
he  hoped  to  take  a  trip  to  Tanzania  to  celebrate 
his  fiftieth  birthday.  As  several  AVSA  members 
told  me  that  they  would  also  like  to  see  African 
violets  in  the  wild,  when  I  heard  that  Rich  has 
been  successful  in  organizing  a  trip  to  Tanzania 
this  summer,  I  asked  him  to  write  a  brief  article 
about  it  for  the  AVM.  You’ll  find  Rich’s  ‘Trip  of  a 
Lifetime,’  on  page  55. 
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Anne  &  Frank  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund 

January  1  -  February  28,  2010 
Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 


Geneva 

Albuquerque  African  Violet  Council  (NM) 
Chuck  Bingham 


Two-tone 

Billings  Bloomers  African  Violet  Society  (MT) 
In  memory  ofOrla  Taylor 
North  Texas  African  Violet  Judges’  Council 
In  memoy  of  Yvonne  Acree 
Sue  Ramser 

In  memoy  of  Linda  Trahan  and 
Debbie  Sgriccia 
F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano 
African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 


Thumbprint 

African  Violet  Society  of  Philadelphia  (PA) 

In  lieu  of  fudging  expenses for  David  Tooker 
and  Janice  Murasko 
Cross  Town  African  Violet  Club  (WI) 

Suzanne  E.  Rasich 

Milwaukee  African  Violet  Society  (WI) 

Jo’s  Violets 

North  Star  African  Violet  Council  (MN) 

Marion  A.  Hamtil 
Rebecca  McMeel 
Doris  Braendel 
Peggy  Eaton-Crawford 
Jacqueline  Perry 


Total  this  period  -  $460 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  December  1,  2009  -  January  31,  2010  •  Total  =  $245.09 


Geneva 

Top  Choice  African  Violet  Society,  Shreveport,  LA 
Our  club  has  disbanded  and  are  donating 
our  funds  to  BERFjor  research 


Multicolor 

Andrew  Raftery,  Providence,  RI 


Two-tone 

Stephanie  Griffith,  Tucson,  AZ 


Thumbprint 

Luanne  Arico,  Plainsboro,  NJ 
Sheryl  J.  Farlin,  Broken  Arrow,  OK 
Esperanza  Kesler,  Port  Jefferson,  NY 
Ethel  Spurlin,  Mililani,  HI 
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“Potluck” 

By  Marie  Hammons 


A  little  over  a  year  ago,  I  planted  the  seeds 
from  one  seedpod,  which  was  produced  through 
a  cross  of  a  “no  name”  plant  that  I  call  ‘Potluck.’  I 
had  crossed  ‘Potluck’  with  a  named  variety  and 
was  quite  surprised  by  the  different  blossom 
types  that  bloomed  from  one  cross. 

Some  of  my  seedlings  look  a  lot  like  ‘Playful 
Spectrum,’  but,  I  can  assure,  you  that  was  not  the 
pollinator.  It  was  a  purple  variety,  and  my 


‘Potluck’  blossoms  are  pink  with  white  stripes, 
and  occasionally  a  few  purple  specks.  ‘Potluck’ 
was  a  gift  from  my  grandchildren,  and  I  have 
had  it  for  twenty-five  years.  Through  the  years, 
it  has  been  reproduced  via  new  leaf  starts  many 
times  over,  as  it  has  great  sentimental  value  to 
me. 

Here  are  photos  of  some  of  the  many  different 
blossoms  that  came  from  that  one  seedpod! 
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In  Search  of  New  Violets 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  The  Indiana  Academy 


Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


Early  summer  can  be  a  good  time 
to  look  over  your  plants  and  plan 
some  hybridization  crosses.  Many 
growers  will  have  their  current  plants 
in  good  growing  form  after  the  winter 
and  spring,  readily  available  for 
hybridizing.  The  weather  has 
warmed  up  so  it  is  easy  to  obtain 
new  plants  from  the  commercial 
growers  or  from  friends.  Take  a  few 
minutes  and  look  over  the  plants  in 
your  collection.  What  bloom  would  look  even 
better  if  it  were  on  a  different  foliage  type?  What 
plant  has  an  excellent  growth  habit  that  you 
wish  you  had  more  plants  “just  like  it”?  Try 
making  a  few  crosses  for  fun.  It’s  very  easy  to 
hybridize  African  violets,  and  the  variety  that 
you’ll  get  in  the  offspring  is  well  worth  the  effort. 
If  you  need  some  ideas  of  what  to  try,  take  a  look 
at  the  questions  in  this  column. 

Q:  What  should  I  cross  to  get  a  white 
Jlower  with  fantasy  edges? 

A:  What  I  think  you  are  describing  is  a  white 
flower  with  colored  edges,  but  in  this  case,  the 
edges  have  the  fantasy  pattern.  The  edge  pattern 
should  be  a  dominant  trait  and  show  in  the  FI  or 
first  generation.  Fantasy  is  definitely  a  dominant 
trait  and  should  also  show  in  the  FI  generation. 
TYy  crossing  a  white  flower  with  good  pink  or 
blue  edges  with  a  fantasy  flower.  I  would  expect 
your  chances  of  getting  a  white  flower  with 
fantasy  edges  should  be  at  least  25%  or  higher. 
You’ll  probably  get  some  fantasy  flowered  plants 
in  non-edged  colored  flowers  too.  You  should 
also  get  some  white  flowers  with  colored  edges, 
similar  to  the  parent  plant. 

In  the  event  that  all  of  the  FI  plants  lack 
edges,  it  might  be  that  the  trait  for  edges  is 
behaving  as  a  recessive.  Try  backcrossing  a  FI 
plant  with  fantasy  markings  to  the  original  white 
flowered  plant  with  edges.  That  should  give  you 
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a  good  chance  of  white  flowers  with 
fantasy  edges  in  the  next  generation. 

0:  If  I  cross  a  mosaic  foliage 
plant  to  one  with  bustled  or 
longifolia foliage ,  then  backcross 
to  the  mosaic  foliage  parent,  can 
I  get  bustled  or  longifolia  mosaic 
foliage? 

A:  Yes,  this  should  work.  Bustled 
and  longifolia  foliage  are  both  genetic 
dominant  traits.  You  should  get  these  in  the  FI 
generation.  Mosaic  will  act  as  a  recessive  and 
will  probably  disappear  in  the  FI  generation. 
Backcrossing  the  FI  plants  (with  bustled  or 
longifolia  foliage)  to  the  mosaic  plant  should  give 
you  the  combination  of  mosaic/bustled  and 
mosaic/longifolia.  I  don’t  believe  either  combina¬ 
tion  has  been  hybridized  yet. 

The  other  thing  1  would  suggest  is  to  make 
the  mosaic  plant  the  seed  parent  in  every  cross. 
Mosaic  foliage  has  shown  a  maternal  inheritance 
pattern  in  that  it  seems  to  be  best  expressed 
through  the  female  or  s'eed  parent.  Good  luck 
with  this  cross.  It  will  be  nice  to  see  a  new 
combination  of  these  foliage  traits. 

Q:  If  I  use  a  white  fowered  plant  in  a 
cross,  will  I  get  new  colors  that  were  not 
present  in  the  non-white  parent? 

A:  Yes,  you  probably  will  get  some  new 
colors.  White  flowers  do  not  have  a  “white” 
pigment.  They  are  “white”  because  of  the 
absence  of  any  pigment.  However,  the  genes  for 
various  colors  are  still  hidden  underneath.  This  is 
not  a  case  of  the  genes  for  the  other  colors  being 
recessive,  but  what  is  called  “epistasis”  in 
genetics.  The  genes  that  result  in  white  flowers 
prevent  any  other  colors  from  being  expressed. 
They  stand  on  top  of  them  (epi  =  to  stand  upon, 
stasis  =  state  of)  and  prevent  them  from  being 
expressed. 
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An  analogy  would  be  if  you  have  an  albino 
animal.  Crossing  an  albino  animal  with  a  non¬ 
albino  will  often  result  in  other  colors  coming 
back  out.  One  of  my  early  crosses  with  gerbils 
was  an  albino  with  a  black  animal.  All  of  the 
babies  were  brown.  The  albino  animal  had  the 
genes  for  brown,  but  they  couldn’t  be  expressed 
because  of  the  albino  trait.  Brown  fur  is  dominant 
to  black  fur  in  gerbils.  Once  the  albino  gene  was 
cancelled  out  (by  the  black  parent),  the  brown 
fur  color  dominated  the  black  fur  color. 

A  parallel  situation  exists  for  flower  color  in 
African  violets.  A  white  flower  may  have  the 
genes  for  pink,  red,  blue,  coral,  etc.  hidden  under 
the  white  flowers.  When  white  flowers  are 
crossed  with  a  non-white  flower,  these  hidden 
colors  can  be  expressed  in  the  seedlings.  Unless 
you  know  the  ancestry  of  the  white  flower,  it  is 
impossible  to  guess  what  colors  might  be  hidden 
there. 

Q:  When  plants  are  crossed  together  say 
Jar  20  generations ,  do  any  of  the  original 
chromosomes  still  exist  in  offspring  that 
came  from  the  parents ? 

A:  The  original  chromosomes  will  not  be  intact 
after  20  generations  of  sexual  reproduction. 
Events  such  as  crossing  over  and  the  random 
assortment  of  chromosomes  will  have  mixed  up 
the  original  chromosomes  to  the  point  that  they 


are  very  unlikely  to  be  the  same  after  20 
generations.  However,  the  DNA  for  the  specific 
traits  on  the  chromosomes  will  still  be  intact. 
They  might  be  mixed  together  in  new  ways,  but 
the  inheritance  of  individual  traits  as  demon¬ 
strated  many  years  ago  by  Gregor  Mendel  and 
his  pea  experiments  showed  that  individual  traits 
will  pass  unchanged  from  generation  to  gen¬ 
eration.  So  while  the  genes  for  blue  color  and 
violet  shaped  flowers  might  not  be  together  on 
the  same  chromosome  after  20  generations,  they 
could  still  be  identified  as  traits  in  the  offspring. 

Mutations  can  of  course  change  a  gene  from 
blue  color  to  pink,  or  violet  shaped  flowers  to  star 
shaped  flowers.  These  are  often  the  results  of 
DNA  changes  within  a  gene.  These  changes 
would  be  exceptions  to  the  idea  that  genes 
remain  unchanged  through  the  generations. 

One  example  might  help  illustrate  the 
situation.  The  gene  mutation  that  gave  rise  to 
Tommie  Lou  leaf  variegation  has  only  occurred 
once  as  far  as  I  know.  All  cultivars  today  with 
Tommie  Lou  variegation  should  trace  their  gene 
for  this  trait  back  to  the  original  plant.  The  gene 
has  been  combined  with  different  flower  colors, 
growth  habits,  etc.  The  original  chromosomes  in 
Tommie  Lou  have  long  since  been  recombined, 
spliced  and  diced,  and  are  highly  changed. 
However,  the  gene  itself  is  still  intact  after  all  of 
these  generations. 


°  o  o 


In  Memory 


Althea  Major 

Althea  Major,  a  long  time  member  of  both 
Bay  State  AVS  and  Patriots  African  Violet  Club 
passed  away  September  19,  2009  at  the  age  of 
91.  Althea  hybridized  several  varieties,  all 
named  to  honor  her  family.  The  first,  ‘Major,’ 
was  named  for  her  husband,  whose  favorites 
were  always  the  dark  blue  blossoms.  Major  was 
registered  with  AVSA  back  in  1996.  Althea 
generously  shared  her  skills,  doing  programs  on 
hybridizing  at  local  clubs.  She  won  many  awards 
over  the  years,  and  was  the  proudest  winning 
Best  In  Show  for  ‘Peach  Float’  at  a  Bay  State 
Annual  Show. 


Hugh  Howson  o 

The  Windsor  AVS  lost  a  vital  supportVn 
August  2009,  when  Hugh  Howson  passed 
away.  Many  may  remember  this  tall,  stately 
gentleman  from  AVSA  conventions.  In  addition 
to  supporting  his  wife,  Charlotte,  with  her 
passion  for  African  violets  and  Gesneriads,  he 
helped  her  pack  the  plants,  hauling  the  many 
boxes  into  our  local  show  rooms.  Hugh  was 
very  supportive  of  the  Windsor  AVS  through 
our  shows,  our  Judges’  luncheons,  and  in  many 
other  ways. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Go  rets  ky 


Sunset  Trail 

Exhibited  by:  Bill  Price 
Hybridized  by:  H.  Pittman 
Semiminiature  Trailer 
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Linda  Darnel 

Exhibited  by: 

Jean  Melnechuk 

Hybridized  by:  P.  Tracey 
Semiminiature  Trailer 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Morgan  fs 
Barossa 

Exhibited  and 
Hybridized  by: 

Carol  Eros 

Semiminiature 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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AVSA  Affiliates 


Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 
645  Hudson  Avenue  •  T&mpa,  FL  33606-3926 
Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


As  the  spring  shows  are  winding 
down,  many  clubs  experience  a  surge 
of  new  members.  I  urge  you  to  look 
back  to  the  time  you  were  a  new 
member. 

For  some  of  us,  entering  the  world 
of  the  African  violet  enthusiast  was 
like  going  to  a  foreign  country  and  not 
knowing  that  country’s  culture  or  lan¬ 
guage.  It  is  important  to  schedule  the  pro 
grams  after  the  show  to  introduce  our  newest 
members  to  the  basics  of  both  language  and  cul¬ 
ture.  Hands  on  presentations  (learning  by  doing) 
are  an  invaluable  tool  that  keeps  our  newer 
members’  interest  and  gives  our  older  members  a 
chance  to  share  their  knowledge.  An  example  of 
a  hands  -  on  presentation  would  be  “Leaf 
Propagation”.  The  leaves  could  be  provided  by 
the  established  members  or  even  some  left  over 
leaves  from  the  show  (only  if  still  fresh).  Hand 
outs  could  include  1)  information  about  the  soil 
mix  most  useful  in  your  area  for  starting  a  plant 
from  a  leaf.  2)  Information  about  “How  to  Start 
From  a  Leaf’.  The  props  of  the  program  would  be 
the  pots  used  for  the  leaf  start,  razor  blades  for 
cutting  the  leaves,  soilless  seedling  mix,  labels, 
wicks,  and  perhaps  domes  from  the  supermarket 
deli  or  plastic  bags.  The  newest  members  then 
can  take  this  information  home.  This  is 
impractical  if  you  meet  in  a  place  when  spills 
would  be  a  problem.  In  that  case,  someone 
bringing  in  an  example  of  plantlets  already 
started  and  talking  about  “Leaf  Propagation” 
from  start  to  finish  and  then  offering  handouts 
with  this  information  would  serve  almost  the 
same  objective.  Another  program,  a  few  months 
later,  could  go  into  separating  plantlets. 

Several  African  violet  clubs  and  societies  pro¬ 
vide  individual  mentors  for  each  new  member. 
Our  new  members  usually  have  purchased  show 
plants  at  our  shows  and  need  to  learn  basics  in 
culture.  One  tendency  of  newer  members  is  to 
love  these  plants  to  death.  Over  watering  is  one 


of  the  most  common  practices.  Again,  a 
program  including  watering  basics  is 
advisable.  Pot  sizes  should  also  be 
stressed,  since  over-potting  is 
another  problem  often  experienced 
by  the  novice.  Ideally,  the  mentor 
could  help  the  novice  avoid  these 
problems.  Having  workshops  or 
advice  corners  at  each  meeting  is  also 
helpful. 

Always  advise  visitors  and  members  to  join 
AVSA.  The  African  Violet  Magazine  is  full  of 
information  for  both  novice  and  knowledgeable 
members.  Hopefully,  you  have  a  club  library  with 
past  issues  of  the  AVM.  Other  publications  would 
include  a  current  copy  of  The  African  Violet 
Society  of  America  Handbook  For  Growers, 
Exhibitors,  and  Judges ,  “Growing  To  Show”  By 
Pauline  Bartholomew,  “YOU  CAN  Grow  African 
Violets”  by  Kent  and  Joyce  Stork  and  ’’Insect  and 
Mite  Pests  of  African  Violets”  by  Charles  L.  Cole, 
are  all  excellent  books  for  any  African  violet 
library. 

For  novice  members,  joining  your  affiliated 
club  just  before  show  may  present  a  problem. 
New  members  may  think  they  have  nothing  to 
offer,  because  of  their  lack  of  experience.  Please, 
stress  to  them  the  multitude  of  responsibilities 
involved  in  any  show  and  that  every  member 
(no  matter  what  their  experience)  is  considered  a 
necessity.  Newer  members  should  be  encouraged 
to  clerk  in  the  show.  Putting  the  novice  with  a 
more  experienced  member  is  a  good  idea.  New 
members  can  help  set  up  and  cover  show  tables, 
set  up  leaf  sale  displays,  serve  on  the  hospitality 
committee,  man  a  guest  book  seeking  names  and 
addresses  to  alert  about  your  group’s  future 
shows  and  events,  help  with  addressing  post¬ 
cards,  hand  out  flyers  indicating  your  meetings, 
etc.  This  list  goes  on  and  on.  Please  have  mem¬ 
bers  wear  name  tags  or  badges  at  your  shows. 
This  not  only  helps  the  visiting  public  identify 
you  as  a  member,  but  also  helps  new  members  to 
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know  who  to  address  their  questions  to. 
Remember,  there  are  no  dumb  questions.  Take 
the  time  to  answer  the  newer  member,  and  they 
may  stay  with  you  and  become  a  mentor  to  new 
members  down  the  line. 

Our  new  members  should  also  take  on  some 
responsibilities  when  joining  your  affiliate.  Many 
clubs  offer  refreshments  at  their  meetings.  New 
members  can  furnish  refreshments.  Attending 


your  meetings  is  another  responsibility.  If  you 
have  a  calling  list  to  remind  members  of  meetings 
or  events,  the  newer  member  can  be  added  to  the 
calling  committee.  The  opportunity  to  speak  to 
the  other  members  and  ask  questions  pertaining 
to  their  new  African  violet  collections  aids  both 
the  novice  member  to  identify  the  other  club 
members,  as  well  as  increasing  their  knowledge 
of  the  African  violet. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE:  SENIOR  JUDGES 


Senior  Judges  may  apply  for  a  renewal  exami¬ 
nation  between  May  1  and  September  1,  2010. 
Send  request  to  Meredith  Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370, 
Marlin,  TX  76661.  Include  check  for  $5.00, 
(payable  to  AVSA)  and  proof  of  three  blue 
ribbons  as  per  AVSA  Handbook,  2007  Edition, 
page  88.  Allow  three  weeks  for  delivery.  The 
completed  examination  must  be  returned  before 
October  1,  2010  for  grading.  Examinations 
may  be  received  by  attachment  using 
Microsoft  Word  if  requested.  Please  specify 
if  it  will  be  used  as  electronic  copy  or 
handwritten  hard  copy. 

Those  Advanced  Judges  who  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  and  wish  to  apply  for  their  first  Senior 
Judge  examination,  send  check  for  $5.00 
(payable  to  AVSA)  to  Mrs.  Hall.  Also  send  the 
following  items  of  documentation  of  eligibility  per 


AVSA  Handbook. 

1.  List  of  all  judging  schools  attended,  grades, 
etc. 

2.  Signed  schedules  of  five  AVSA  shows  judged, 
(copy  of  signed  title  page  with  all  show 
information  is  sufficient) 

3.  Verification  of  three  blue  ribbons  earned,  per 
AVSA  Handbook,  2007  Edition,  page  88. 
Allow  three  weeks  for  delivery.  Schedules  and 

cards  will  be  returned  if  a  SASE  is  included  with 
proper  amount  of  postage.  Applications  post¬ 
marked  after  September  1,  2010  will  be  returned 
and  application  may  be  made  next  year. 

No  exams  will  be  returned  until  after 
October  15,  2010.  Please  include  email  address 
and  you  will  be  notified  of  receipt  of  exam,  or 
include  a  self  addressed  postcard  and  it  will  be 
returned  upon  arrival  of  exam. 
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by  John  Beaulieu 


I  love  growing  the  warmth-loving  episcias  in 
terrarium  conditions,  as  they  enjoy  the  extra 
humidity  that  enclosures  can  provide.  In  the 
winter  months,  the  containers  also  prevent  dras¬ 
tic  temperature  changes  when  thermostats  may 
be  set  lower  for  overnight  periods. 

The  terrarium  shown  in  the  heading  (and  to 
the  right)  is  crowded  far  beyond  the  way  we 
would  ideally  like  to  see.  That  tank  of  Episcia 
‘Sonoma’  survived  a  winter  day  without  power 
when  I  lost  my  other  plant  of  the  same  variety 
that  was  growing  out  in  the  open. 

I  keep  ‘backup’  plants  of  all  my  episcias  in  old 
aquariums  and  will  often  put  newly  potted  stolon 
cuttings  in  the  same  enclosed  conditions. 

Anyone  who  has  used  Episcia  other  than  the 
miniatures  such  as  ‘Silver  Skies,’  in  a  terrarium 
for  show  will  soon  discover  that  they  can  quickly 
out-grow  the  container.  I  don’t  show  plants,  so 
I’m  not  quite  as  worried  when  they  start  to  get  a 
little  crowded. 

In  the  tank  seen  below,  the  various  plants 
have  grown  to  form  a  dense  mat,  and  I  imagine 
that  is  how  episcias  might  look  in  the  wild  where 


they  grow  as  a  groundcover. 

With  a  glass  cover  on  top,  terrariums  are  very 
care-free  and  require  very  little  watering  to 
maintain  the  proper  moisture.  If  you  are  like  me, 
and  are  not  a  very  good  regular  “waterer,” 
terrariums  are  the  way  to  go.  Most  gesneriads, 
including  African  violets,  can  be  grown  that  way. 


It  may  not  have  been  a  very  pretty  sight 
when  viewed  from  the  front ,  but  this 
crowded  terrarium  actually  looked 
good from  above. 


The  glass  of  this  old  aquarium  now  used  as  a  terrarium  may  be  scratched, 
and  it’s  certainly  no  show  contender,  but  the  various  Episcia  and  one 
Kohleria  thrive  in  the  humid  environment. 
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Having  your  plant  lights  just  above  the  top 
glass  will  provide  plenty  of  illumination  for  the 
terrarium  plants. 

My  terrariums  are  not  air-tight,  so  I  don’t  get 
a  lot  of  condensation  on  the  sides.  They  even¬ 
tually  will  require  some  watering.  If  I  let  it  go  too 
long,  it  can  be  a  challenge  to  re-moisten  the  soil¬ 
less  mix  evenly.  This  is  especially  true  if  the 
plants  have  grown  into  each  other,  leaving  very 
little  space  to  pour  water  through. 

They  may  not  be  show  plants,  but  I  still  do 
not  want  to  cause  any  water  damage  or  marks 
to  the  foliage.  I  have  thought  of  a  relatively 
simple  solution  to  this  problem. 

I  have  a  number  of  old  aquariums  (from  my 
tropical  fish  days) ,  and  I  also  have  old  aquarium 
filters.  The  type  known  as  undergravel  filters  are 
now  very  useful  in  my  terrariums,  helping  dis¬ 
tribute  water  evenly  under  the  soil-less  potting 
mix  used  in  the  terrarium. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  these  filters;  one  uses 
perforated  tubing,  and  one  has  a  platform  with 
small  slits  in  it.  Both  types  will  work  well  as  they 
both  involve  a  vertical  tube  that  runs  up  from  the 
filter  in  a  back  corner.  You  can  also  construct  a 
similar  device  with  any  available  flexible  tubing. 

Place  the  unit  in  the  tank  before  the  soil-less 


An  Episcia  ' Kempenfest '  cutting  rooted 
fast  and  thrived  in  the  terrarium.  This 
was  an  old  hybrid  of  mine  sent  to  me  by 
an  African  Violet  Magazine  reader,  after 
seeing  I  had  lost  it. 


This  cut-away  view  shows 
how  tubing  can  provide  a 
way  to  get  moisture 
evenly  distributed. 


mix,  and  then  plant  as  normal.  When  you  need 
to  water,  simply  use  a  small  funnel  in  the  verti¬ 
cal  tube  and  add  your  water,  which  will  flow 
down  through  the  base  (platform  or  tubes)  and 
be  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  terrarium. 
See  the  illustration  below. 


Kohleria  ‘ Dark  Velvet  also  loved  the 
humidity  in  the  terrarium  full  ofepiscias. 
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How  to  Measure  the  pH  in  Water 

By  Hans  Inpijn 


It  is  relatively  simple  to  test  your  tap  water  for 
the  pH  value  with  a  mini  pH  test  kit.  They  are 
available  at  any  store  that  sells  aquariums. 

You  fill  the  test  tube  with  the  proper  amount  of 
water  and  then  add  3  drops  of  the  indicator 
solution.  Snap  on  the  stopper  and  swirl  the  tube 
to  mix  the  solution.  Then,  match  the  color  with 
the  color  on  the  chart,  and  you  will  get  a  true 
reading  of  the  pH  value. 

However,  when  you  do  the  same  test  with 
reverse  osmosis  or  purified  water,  you  will  get  a 
false  reading.  When  you  add  the  indicator 
solution,  there  will  be  no  reaction  and  the  color 
will  be  of  the  indicator  solution.  When  you  match 
the  color  it  would  indicate  acidity. 

The  simple  fact  is  that  pure  water  does  not 
have  a  pH  value.  When  testing  your  tap  water 


you  are  actually  testing  the  pH  value  of  the 
minerals  in  the  water.  When  the  minerals  are 
removed  as  in  reverse  osmosis  water,  there  is 
nothing  to  test. 

You  are  not  convinced.  Well  then,  take  some 
tap  water  and  add  some  of  the  R-0  water.  Adding 
the  R-0  water  will  not  change  the  pH  of  the 
water.  The  color  of  the  water  will  be  lighter,  but  it 
will  be  the  same  color. 

Reverse  osmosis  water  does  not  taste  very 
good.  It  has  a  flat  taste,  and  adding  a  pinch  of 
salt  will  improve  the  taste  substantially.  The 
water  that  is  sold  as  spring  water  is  made  that 
way.  The  salt  that  is  added  improves  the  taste, 
but  it  may  not  be  beneficial  for  your  African 
violets.  So  stay  away  from  spring  water.  Reverse 
osmosis  water  I  recommend  very  strongly. 


TIPS 

By  Allan  Reith 


It’s  SHOWTIME.  Your  plants  have  now  done 
all  they  can  do;  the  rest  is  up  to  you.  Grooming 
is  the  only  thing  left  to  do,  but  it  is  most 
important  now. 

Start  by  cleaning  those  leaves.  A  soft  brush 
(you  ladies  all  must  have  makeup  baishes)  will 
get  rid  of  the  dust.  I  find  just  blowing  on  the 
leaves  will  help  a  lot.  You  can  use  a  soft  (real) 
sponge  that  is  moistened  with  warm  water  for 
the  harder  to  remove  dirt.  Support  the  leaf  with 
two  fingers  while  you  wipe  the  leaf  from  the 
stem  to  the  point. 

Which  leaves  to  remove  or  leave?  A  badly 
damaged  leaf  should  be  removed.  If  a  leaf  has 
only  a  small  damaged  spot  (-1  point)  you  may 
wish  to  leave  it  on  the  plant  if  it  will  leave  a 
large  hole  in  the  symmetry  (-3  points) . 


Are  there  leaves  that  are  smaller  than  the 
ones  above  them  (-1)7  If  the  small  leaves  are 
longer  than  the  ones  above  them,  remove  them. 
If  the  small  leaves  are  shorter  stemmed  than  the 
larger  ones  above,  carefully  lift  them  until  they 
are  laying  on  top  of  the  larger  ones. 

Remove  all  spent  blossoms  (-1);  and  except 
for  trailers,  remove  all  suckers  (plant  will  be 
disqualified).  You  should  not  have  necks  (-3)  at 
this  time.  If  you  do,  they  may  be  covered  with 
soil,  or  you  may  be  able  to  press  the  plant  down 
into  the  existing  soil  a  bit  and  then  top  with 
more  soil. 


From  The  Desert  Blooms, 
Publication  of  the  Tucson  AYS 
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A  Family  Portrait  101  Oak  Heights  Drive  •  Oakdale,  PA  15071 

By  Georgene  Albrecht  Email:  georgena@verizon.net 


■ 

&  yVUN  :  M 


Strep tocarpus  ‘Fleischle  Cherry 
Roulette’  was  shown  by  Nancy  Carr. 

What  fantastic  blooms!  Strepto- 
carpus  (strep  toe  CAR  pus)  are 
mostly  from  Africa  and  Madagascar. 

They  grow  in  cool  temperatures  at 
higher  elevations.  They  have  a 
natural  dry  season,  October  through 
April.  Overwatering  is  sure  to  cause 
root  rot,  especially  if  the  growing 
medium  has  a  lot  of  fertilizer  salts. 

Leaching  with  lukewarm  water  is  advised  if  the 
plant  has  not  been  repotted  in  the  last  six 
months. 

Small  pots,  like  azalea  or  tub  containers,  are 
ideal  because  most  of  the  roots  grow  on 
or  near  the  surface  of  the  soil.  Deeper 
pots  hold  too  much  moisture.  They  are 
called  fibrous  rooted  plants,  but  they  do 
produce  a  rhizoid-like  growth  on  the 
surface  of  the  soil.  About  five  or  six 
bloom  petioles  emerge  from  the  stem 
above  this  rhizoid.  Each  may  produce 
two  to  twenty  blooms  on  a  single  inflo¬ 
rescence.  When  all  emerging  stems 
seem  to  be  finished  blooming,  remove 
the  leaf  so  the  plant  will  produce  more 
leaves.  If  the  leaf  is  green  and  sturdy,  it 
can  be  used  for  propagating.  However, 
if  it  is  light  green  or  yellow,  toss  it. 

They  require  repotting  often  in  a 
very  porous  soil  mix  that  does  not 
contain  timed-released  fertilizers,  or 
water  retaining  polymers.  If  brown 
edges  form  on  new  growth,  the 
plant  has  been  over-fertilized. 

Remove  from  the  old  soil,  wrap 
damp,  whole-sphagnum  around  the 
roots  near  the  rhizoid,  and  repot.  You 
might  want  to  add  some  extra 
vermiculite  or  perlite  to  make  sure  the 
soil  is  light.  Rinse  perlite. 


They  do  like  a  little  water  soluble 
fertilizer  each  watering,  but  be  sure 
to  use  less  than  the  label  says. 
Putting  natural  fertilizers  like  dried 
blood  and  bone  meal  in  the  potting 
mix  is  a  waste  because  there  just 
isn’t  time  for  it  to  break  down  for 
use.  Any  balanced  fertilizer  formula 
is  fine.  As  for  light,  fluorescent  is 
good,  providing  you  give  them 
twelve  hours  a  day  close  to  the 
tubes.  Four  tubes  will  give  you  abundant 
bloom.  Natural  light  is  great,  but  too  much  will 
bleach.  If  you  get  huge  leaves  that  are  dark 
green  but  little  bloom,  there  is  not  enough  light. 
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Just  the  opposite,  if  the  foliage  is  bleached  light 
green  and  you  do  have  bloom,  provide  less  light 
and  more  nitrogen,  the  first  number  in  the  fertil¬ 
izer  formula. 

Not  having  grown  our  featured  Strep,  let  me 
share  comments  from  a  friend.  He  says  that 
the  first  few  blooms  were  solid  color  without 
the  huge  white  areas  and  that  the  later  blooms 


were  as  you  see  here. 

Allowing  Streps  to  dry  out  too  often  will  cause 
dormancy,  and  remember  to  give  them  cooler 
temperatures.  Propagation  is  easy.  Thke  a  slice  of 
a  leaf  or  remove  the  midrib  and  insert  the  cut 
edges  into  perlite.  Cover  and  place  in  medium 
light.  If  the  twisted  seed  pods  mature,  the  plant 
may  think  its  job  is  done  and  die. 


AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger  •  2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  November  16,  2009  -  January  15,  2010 


Geneva 

African  Violet  Society  of  Central  Pennsylvania 
Remaining  assets  of  the  club 
after  disbandment 
Tucson  African  Violet  Society 
Yard  Sale  Proceeds 


Thumbprint 

Elizabeth  Burke,  New  Providence,  NJ 
Arthur  Fredrickson,  Springfield,  VA 
Nutmeg  State  African  Violet  Society,  Shelton,  CT 
Joy  Rohan,  Gainesville,  FL 


Multicolor 

Feonard  Re,  Fountain  Valley,  CA 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s fee  at  the  Mid- Atlantic 
Convention  For  the  Web-site 
Improvement  Fund 


Two-tone 

Bergen  County  African  Violet  Society,  NJ 
In  lieu  of  Speaker’s fee/Karyn  Cichocki 
For  the  Web  site  Improvement  Fund 
Gail  Green,  Bedford,  MA 
In  memoiy  of  Althea  Major 
Gail  Green 

In  her  mother’s  honor 
David  and  Jo  Lynne  Johnson,  Stratham,  NH 
In  memoiy  of  Althea  Meg  or 
Barbara  D.  Thswell-Miller,  Olathe,  KS 


Web  site  Improvement  Fund:  $75.00 

TOTAL  CONTRIBUTIONS:  $991.46 


The  “Multicolor”  level  of  donations  for 
the  AVSA  Booster  Fund  (March/April  ‘10 
AVM,  page  23),  were  inadvertently  left  out. 

My  sincerest  apologies  to  the  generous 
donors.  Below  is  a  complete  listing  of  those 
“Multicolor”  donations.  Editor. 

African  Violet  Society  of  Greater  Tulsa 
For  the  Editor’s  Computer  Fund 
Jeri  Anderson,  Tucson,  AZ 
Betty  E.  Benson,  Jonesborough,  TN 
Anne  Marie  Flynn,  Hopkinton,  MA 
For  the  Web -site  Improvement  Fund 
Sally  &  John  Mandle,  Santa  Barbara,  CA 
In  memory  of  Althea  Major 
Nancy  0.  Manozzi,  Carol  Dexter,  Sharon 
Rosenzweig,  Marie  Montague,Framingham,  MA 
In  honor  of  John  &  Barbara  Cook ’s  50th 
wedding  anniversary 
Martha  Semmens,  Escanaba,  MI 
In  memoiy  of  Althea  Major 
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SHOW  PREPARATION 

By  Anne  and  Richard  Nicholas 


As  we  return  from  the  beautiful  2009  Lone 
Star  AVC  show,  we  thought  it  was  a  good  time  to 
review  the  preparation  that  goes  into  entering 
show  plants.  Plants  competing  for  blue  ribbons, 
best  in  class,  and  special  awards  can  rarely  just 
be  taken  off  a  shelf  at  the  last  minute  to  be 
entered  in  a  show.  So  let’s  back  up  to  get  ready. 

For  us,  show  preparation  begins  with  our 
repotting  schedule.  The  “little  ones”  are  repotted 
five  months  before  show  with  a  “hard  break”  - 
removing  all  but  two  rows  of  leaves,  and  taking 
care  to  find  the  “triangle”  of  leaves.  The  result  is 
a  big  group  of  very  small  plants  with  triangle 
shapes.  Each  plant  is  then  repotted  AGAIN  three 
months  before  show.  This  repotting  is  a  “soft 
break”  with  little  or  no  leaf  removal  but  refresh¬ 
ing  the  soil.  Plants  remain  disbudded  through 
this  time  and  until  seven  to  eight  weeks  before 
show.  Growing  the  plants  on  a  support  ring 
provides  a  guide  for  good  symmetry  and  also 
gives  protection  during  transportation. 

Standards  need  to  be  repotted  20-16  weeks 
before  show,  grooming  back  for  the  triangles 
again.  But,  at  least  it  is  only  one  repotting!  Pot 
size  is  important.  We  all  know  the  rule  about 
using  a  pot  one-third  the  size  of  the  plant. 
However,  a  slightly  larger  pot  is  needed  at 
repotting  time.  If  you  pot  a  9"  plant  into  a  3"  pot, 
after  four  months  growth,  it  will  surely  be  under¬ 
potted  by  show  time.  Again,  each  plant  stays 
disbudded  until  seven  to  eight  weeks  before 


show.  The  standards  also  benefit  from  being 
grown  on  a  support  ring. 

Streptocarpus  love  repotting  and  can  hardly 
be  repotted  too  often.  For  large  hill  show  plants, 
repot  about  four  months  before  show  and 
increase  pot  size.  Five  weeks  before  show,  snip 
off  all  bloom  stems.  Streps  do  come  back  that 
fast. 

A  very  critical  time  in  show  preparation  is  one 
month  before  show  for  both  standards  and  the 
small  ones.  This  is  a  time  for  careful  grooming. 
By  this  time,  most  plants  will  be  budding,  and 
this  is  the  time  to  bring  buds  up  between  the 
leaves,  pushing  leaves  down  into  place.  Some 
varieties,  ‘Rob’s  Scrumptious,’  for  example,  want 
to  bloom  almost  under  the  leaves.  This  early 
grooming  step  makes  the  difference  between  a 
mess  and  a  spectacular  crown  of  blooms.  Check 
for  any  leaves  needing  to  be  moved  into  place  or 
an  extra  leaf  to  remove,  etc. 

Last  minute  grooming  is  really  crucial  for  a 
good  show  plant.  As  the  plants  are  packed  for 
show,  brush  the  leaves,  check  for  any  mildew,  and 
snip  off  any  dead  or  dying  blossoms.  Trike  a  set  of 
grooming  tools  for  any  last  minute  touch-ups  as 
the  plants  are  being  entered  into  the  show. 

Just  a  few  of  these  suggestions  will  help 
guarantee  a  show  plant  that  will  make  both 
seasoned  and  novice  growers  proud. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Lone  Star  AVC 
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Vladimir  Kalgin  and  the 
Development  of  the  Russian 
African  Violet  Community 

By  Joyce  Stork,  Fremont,  Nebraska 


It  is  hard  not  to  notice  how  many  new  violet 
hybrids  have  come  onto  the  market  with  Russian 
names.  If  you  attend  AVSA  conventions,  you’ve 
also  seen  a  bearded  Russian  gentleman  with  his 
lovely  wife  and  daughter  who  have  regularly 
attended  shows  in  the  United  States  during  the 
last  decade.  Many  American  growers  may  not 
realize  the  role  that  Vladimir  Kalgin  has  played  in 
developing  the  culture  of  African  violets  in  his 
home  country. 

Kent  and  I  were  privileged  to  be  hosted  by 
three  groups  of  growers  in  Russia  and  Ukraine  in 
the  summer  of  2009.  Vladimir  and  Tatiana 
Kalgin,  and  occasionally  their  daughter  Olga, 
accompanied  us  throughout  the  six  days  we 
were  there.  During  that  time,  we  came  to  know 
them  well,  and  we  learned  much  about  how 
violets  have  developed  there. 


The  Storks  and  members  of  the  violet  club  in 
front  of  the  Dom  Fialki  (House  of  Violets) 
store  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia. 

First,  a  little  background. ..Vladimir  and 
Tatiana  both  graduated  from  Moscow  State 
University  in  1978.  When  communism  collapsed 
in  1991,  Vladimir  was  a  professor  of  economics 
and  management  at  the  Moscow  University  of 


Automotive  Industry  while  Tatiana  was  a 
professor  of  economics  and  accounting  at  the 
Moscow  University  of  Electronic  Industry.  On 
the  very  day  that  everything  changed  in  Russia, 
Vladimir  was  directing  a  meeting  which  included 
fifteen  professors  from  twelve  universities  in  the 
United  States  and  about  a  hundred  professors 
from  seven  Russian  universities.  They  were 
scholars  gathering  to  develop  a  course  of  study 
and  textbooks  for  a  Master  of  Business 
Administration  Program  (which  did  not  exist  in 
Russia  in  1991).  Soon  after  the  meeting, 
Vladimir  studied  and  lived  in  the  United  States 
for  a  year  earning  an  MBA  at  Eastern 
University,  and  honing  his  English-speaking 
skills. 


Vladimir  Kalgin  in  his  bank  office  in  Moscow. 

The  Kalgins  described  to  us  the  difficulty  of 
changing  economic  systems  overnight.  The  Great 
Depression  of  the  1930’s  in  America  might  be 
compared  to  what  happened  in  Russia  in  the 
1990’s.  Russia  desperately  needed  accountants 
and  businessmen  who  understood  capitalism  and 
the  free  market.  Vladimir  helped  to  train  people 
for  these  new  positions,  and  in  the  process,  made 
many  business  connections  of  his  own.  No 
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longer  associated  with  the  University,  Vladimir  is 
currently  the  president  of  a  Moscow  bank  that 
focuses  on  agricultural  concerns,  and  he  has 
many  interesting  insights  about  farming  and  the 
management  of  land  in  Russia. 

When  communism  collapsed,  Tatiana  had  two 
small  children  at  home  to  raise,  along  with  her 
university  responsibilities.  She  talked  with  us 
about  the  challenges  of  caring  for  her  family 
when  food  and  supplies  were  in  short  supply. 
The  new  government  declared  that  everyone 
owned  the  home  or  apartment  in  which  they 
lived,  which  provided  secure  housing  for  the 
population.  But  money  was  scarce  and  lines  were 
often  long.  It  was  especially  hard  for  those  who 
lived  outside  the  city  where  there  were  few  jobs. 
Gardening  was  a  key  survival  skill  throughout 
Russian  history  and  especially  during  the 
economic  crisis  of  the  ‘90’s. 


Members  of  the  Moscow  violet  club 
following  a  seminar  lead  by  Vladimir  Kalgin 
and  the  Storks. 

As  the  economy  began  to  prosper,  the  Kalgins 
discovered  African  violets  and  loved  them  for  the 
same  reasons  as  other  hobbyists  around  the 
world.  Vladimir  was  quick  to  realize  that 
Russians  would  enjoy  the  luxury  of  growing  a 
plant  for  the  joy  that  it  gave,  rather  than  just  for 
the  food  it  would  put  on  the  table.  He  and 
Tatiana  soon  founded  a  violet  shop  called  Dom 
Fialki,  which  is  Russian  for  “house  of  violets.” 
That  shop  is  now  located  very  near  the  primary 
tourist  attractions  in  Moscow,  including  Red 
Square,  St.  Basil’s  Cathedral,  and  the  Kremlin. 


Members  of  the  Ukrainian  club  after  the 
workshop  in  Kiev. 


The  store  features  many  shelves  of  blooming 
African  violets,  as  well  as  growing  supplies, 
magazines,  and  books.  Tatiana  manages  the 
Moscow  store,  while  a  second  store  in  central  St. 
Petersburg  is  managed  by  local  growers.  Vladimir 
laughingly  declared  that  it  is  now  a  chain 
operation!  Both  stores  draw  customers  from 
hundreds  of  miles  away,  who  travel  to  the  two 
cities  to  see  the  sites  and  to  buy  violets. 


Vladimir  Kalgin  overseeing  Ukrainian 
hybridizer  Galina  Lazarenko  signing  plant 
registration  forms  to  be  sent  to  AVSA. 
These  registrations  appeared  in  the 
January  2010  issue  of  the 
African  Violet  Magazine,  page  52-3. 

Today  there  are  three  clubs  with  about  120 
members  who  have  monthly  shows  at  Dom 
Fialki,  each  of  which  last  eleven  days.  Vladimir 
says  that  about  5,000  growers  visit  every  show 
(they  have  an  electronic  device  which  counts  the 
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guests).  While  we  were  there,  we  saw  three 
shows  being  put  on  by  three  different  groups:  the 
first  at  the  St.  Petersburg  Dom  Fialki  store,  a 
second  one  at  the  Moscow  Dom  Fialki  store,  and 
finally  a  show  in  Kiev  at  a  community  nature 
center.  The  shows  are  structured  differently  from 
shows  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Plants 
are  often  displayed  on  store  shelves  first,  then 
pulled  into  classes  for  evaluation  before  being 
returned  to  the  shelves  for  the  public  to  view 
with  ribbons  to  identify  the  winners.  Customers 
attending  the  shows  are  able  to  purchase  leaf 
cuttings  that  are  taken  right  off  of  the  show 
plants.  Every  year  in  September,  Dom  Fialki 
hosts  a  special  show  where  20-25  Russian, 
Ukrainian,  and  Belarusian  hybridizers  are  invited 
to  show  their  new  introductions  and  to  exchange 
experiences  with  each  other. 

Vladimir  also  realized  that  the  growers  needed 
educational  materials.  The  Russian  language  is 
written  in  the  Cyrillic  alphabet,  which  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  English  alphabet.  Some  Russian 
growers  do  read  and  speak  English,  and  many  of 
those  have  become  members  of  AVSA.  But  for  the 
majority  who  do  not,  educational  materials  were 
badly  needed.  Vladimir  developed  the  violet 
magazine  Uzambarskaia  Fialka  that  is  distrib¬ 
uted  to  over  10,000  people.  He  now  serves  as  the 
publisher  and  director  with  an  editor  who  com¬ 
piles  most  of  the  stories  and  articles.  Vladimir 
translated  the  AVSA  Judges  Handbook  into 
Russian  so  that  they  could  develop  a  system  for 
African  violet  shows.  He  also  aids  all  the  hybridiz¬ 


ers  by  publishing  their  individual  books  with  many 
full-color  photos  of  the  hybridizer’s  new  varieties. 

Indeed,  Vladimir  has  stood  as  a  go-between 
for  his  country  and  AVSA,  trying  to  bring  the 
best  of  each  to  the  other.  He  encouraged  new 
African  violet  hybridizers  there,  and  brought 
American  leaders  in  the  field,  like  Paul  Sorano 
and  Ralph  and  Olive  Robinson,  to  Russia  to  meet 
with  growers.  He  has  worked  closely  with 
Russian,  Belarusian,  and  Ukrainian  hybridizers, 
who  are  doing  remarkable  work,  to  help  them  get 
worthy  varieties  registered  with  AVSA.  He  has 
worked  to  get  the  eastern  hybrids  into  the  hands 
of  western  growers,  but  he  has  also  searched  for 
the  best  of  the  American  and  Canadian  hybrids 
to  take  back  and  put  into  immediate  production. 

One  of  our  most  telling  moments  with 
Vladimir  occurred  just  outside  the  building  where 
the  Kiev,  Ukraine,  show  was  being  held. 
Throughout  the  morning,  the  club  members  had 
asked  for  our  autographs,  making  us  feel  like 
celebrities.  As  we  stepped  out  to  go  on  a  tour,  a 
new  group  of  growers  entering  the  show  recog¬ 
nized  Vladimir.  They  became  very  excited  and 
quickly  found  a  recent  copy  of  Uzambarskaia 
Fialka,  asking  him  to  sign  next  to  his  photo.  As 
Vladimir  graciously  did  as  they  asked,  we  real¬ 
ized  that  Vladimir  was  a  celebrity  of  much  greater 
importance.  The  development  of  African  violet 
growing  in  Russia  has  been  dramatic  and  excit¬ 
ing.  The  success  of  that  development  can  largely 
be  attributed  to  the  unique  skills  and  dedication 
of  Vladimir  Kalgin. 


AVSA  DONATION  FUND  LEVELS 


Thumbprint  (Under  $25) 
Two-tone  ($25-$49) 
Multicolor  ($50-$99) 


Geneva  ($100-$499) 
Fantasy  ($500-$999) 
Chimera  (Over  $1000) 
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What  Is  On  The  Top  Shelf? 

By  Leonard  Re 


On  my  plant  carts,  my  favorite  shelf  is  the 
top  one.  Why?  This  is  where  I  put  all  my  newly 
planted  leaves,  small  Gesneriad  cuttings,  rhi¬ 
zomes,  and  seed  plantings.  While  I  can  visually 
see  what  is  on  the  other  shelves  and  determine 
what  is  in  bloom  or  needs  some  attention,  I 
have  to  stretch  to  look  up  on  the  top  shelf. 
From  one  week  to  the  next,  I  forget  what  is  up 
there  and  am  surprised  by  what  I  see. 

This  past  Sunday,  I  found  Nadeau’s  violet 
seeds  had  sprouted.  I  planted  these  after  my 
club’s  Christmas  party,  and  about  a  dozen 
seedlings  are  now  growing.  Then,  using  a 
method  that  Dale  Martens  told  us  about,  1  found 
roots  growing  from  several  Episcia  stolons  that 
I  had  put  in  water  that  was  loaded  with  algae. 
After  a  few  more  weeks,  I  will  plant  those 
stolons  in  my  starter  mix  and  will  have  a  new 
Episcia  plant. 

Next  to  the  Episcias,  and  using  the  Hans 
Inpijn  method  of  starting  ‘Everdina,’  I  found 
suckers  growing  from  the  crown  of  the  plant 


and  in  a  month  or  two  will  remove  them  and 
have  new  plants.  ‘Everdina’  is  a  fantasy 
blossom  and  can’t  be  started  “true”  from  leaves, 
so  this  is  the  best  method  to  obtain  new  plants 
of  this  variety. 

I  also  discovered,  to  my  great  surprise,  ‘Rob’s 
Pink  Buttercups’  that  held  the  crown  varie¬ 
gation  and  bloomed  true.  I’ve  had  this  plant  for 
a  few  years  and  could  never  get  the  crown 
variegation  to  hold.  I  guess  the  cooler  temps 
helped,  even  though  it  was  on  the  top  and 
warmest  shelf.  My  rhizomes  of  Kohleria 
‘Snakeskin’  have  woken  up,  and  new  growth  is 
appearing.  This  is  one  of  my  favorite  kohlerias 
because  of  its  unique  leaf  pattern  and  blossom 
coloring.  Last  but  not  least,  leaves  of  my 
‘Picasso’  plant  that  I  lost  have  sent  up  several 
new  plantlets.  This  is  a  great  show  plant,  but 
for  some  reason  when  I  last  exhibited  it,  the 
plant  collapsed  and  I  was  lucky  to  salvage  just  a 
few  leaves  and  hopefully  will  have  a  nice  show 
plant  in  a  year  or  two. 


Attention:  All  AVSA  Affiliates 

Judging  School  Registration 

From:  Ruth  Loomis 

I  have  overhauled  the  judging  school  registration  process  so  that  my  involvement  is 
completely  handled  by  email.  If  you  email  me  at  ruthloomis@msn.com,  I  will  send  you 
everything  necessary  to  register  your  school.  These  are: 

•  A  letter  describing  the  registration  process 
•  The  judging  school  registration  form 
•  AVSA  rules  for  judging  schools 

•  A  form  to  enclose  with  the  $15  fee,  which  is  to  be  sent  to  the  AVSA  Office 

Please  use  this  process  instead  of  the  snail  mail;  it  is  much  simpler  for  us  all. 

Thanks  very  much 
Ruth  Loomis 
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Photo  Credit:  Ruth  Bann 


Rebel's  Faith 

Standard 


Two  From  Ruth  Bann 


Rebel's  Milicia 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Ruth  Bann 
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Photo  Credit:  Harry  Drew 


Sinrtingia  ‘Amanda’s  Penny’ 

Grown  by:  Ron  Bannister 
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Lessons  and  Tricks  of  the  Trade 

By  Doug  Burdick 


Over  the  many  years  that  I  have  been  grow¬ 
ing  African  violets,  I  have  learned  quite  a  few 
lessons  and  come  up  with  some  techniques 
that  save  me  time  and  frustration. 

1.  Over  the  past  few  years,  many  growers 
have  started  using  address  labels  to  print  the 
names  and  descriptions  of  their  plants  through 
First  Class.  This  is  a  great  way  to  have  the 
description  and  registration  status  of  the  plant 
readily  available.  The  drawback  is  that  the 
paper  labels  attract  mold  and  mildew  in  a 
humid  environment. 

The  solution  that  I  have  found  to  this  is  to 
use  clear  address  labels.  (Avery  15660)  The 
clear  labels  don’t  attract  the  mold  and  mildew. 
The  other  nice  thing  that  I  have  found  with  the 
clear  labels  is  that  they  can  be  removed  from 
the  pot  easily  and  be  reused.  The  disadvantage 
is  their  cost,  but  the  ability  to  reuse  them 
brings  it  down. 

2.  After  many  years  of  labeling  my  fluores¬ 
cent  tubes  with  permanent  markers  to  track 
their  installation  date,  I  finally  figured  out  a 
way  to  keep  the  dates  from  fading  or  rubbing 
off.  At  the  very  end  of  the  fluorescent  tube  is  a 
metal  band  that  holds  the  pins.  I  have  started 
writing  the  date  on  the  band  with  permanent 
marker.  If  you  write  the  date  in  the  right  spot 
on  the  band,  it  will  be  easily  visible. 

3.  One  of  the  things  I  learned  most 
recently  is  that  not  all  sphagnum  peat  moss 
is  created  equally.  Last  year  I  bought  a  4 
cubic  foot  bale  of  sphagnum  peat  moss  from 
a  garden  center  for  use  in  mixing  my  own 
soil  mix.  The  bale  that  I  bought  seemed  to  be 
a  little  more  dust-like  than  usual,  but  I 
thought  nothing  of  it.  I  used  the  peat  moss  to 
mix  up  a  batch  of  soil  mix  and  repotted  as 
usual. 

The  plants  that  were  re-potted  in  the  new 
mix  sulked,  and  seemed  to  be  staying  wet 
longer,  and  the  soil  seemed  to  be  compacting. 
When  I  lifted  the  pots,  they  felt  heavier  than 


they  should  be.  1  thought  maybe  1  had  shocked 
the  plants  and  they  just  needed  more  time  to 
put  out  new  roots  so  I  babied  them  along  for  a 
couple  of  months.  1  took  them  out  of  their  pots 
and  looked  at  their  root  system.  After  2  + 
months  in  the  pot,  they  should  have  filled  the 
soil  with  roots,  but  the  roots  had  barely  made  it 
out  of  the  old  soil. 

I  decided  it  must  be  the  peat  moss  that  was 
causing  the  problem.  I  finally  found  a  good 
quality  sphagnum  peat  moss.  How  did  I  know 
it  was  good?  I  looked  for  open  bales  and 
examined  it  before  buying.  It  should  be 
medium  brown  and  feel  spongy  when  you 
squeeze  it.  The  quality  of  the  peat  moss 
depends  on  where  it  was  harvested  and  at 
what  level  in  the  bog  it  was  harvested. 

4.  For  cleaning  my  trays  I  use  CLR®.  I  pour 
a  couple  of  tablespoons  of  it  into  my  trays  and 
gently  swish  it  around  until  the  entire  bottom 
and  sides  are  moist  after  a  couple  of  minutes 
you  will  know  it  is  working  by  the  bubbles  it 
produces  where  the  fertilizer  salts  and  minerals 
are  deposited.  After  a  few  minutes,  I  fill  the 
tray  up  with  hot  water  and  let  it  sit  for  10 
minutes.  The  trays  are  then  very  easy  to  clean 
with  a  soapy  sponge. 

5.  I  have  a  quick  and  easy  way  to  make  a 
lot  of  wicks  for  wicking.  1  use  a  scrap  piece  of 
lumber,  usually  a  1"  x  3"  board  about  10"  long. 
A  board  of  this  size  will  produce  a  wick  about  6 
1/2"  long.  To  make  the  wicks,  1  hold  the  end  of 
my  wicking  material  on  the  edge  of  the  piece  of 
lumber  and  wrap  it  around  the  lumber  30 
times.  I  carefully  use  a  sharp  blade  to  cut  along 
the  edge  of  the  board,  cutting  the  wicking 
material  into  30  wicks.  This  method  saves  me 
a  lot  of  time  while  I  am  repotting. 

From  the  Empire  Violet  Magazine , 

publication  of  the 
New  York  State  AYS,  Inc. 
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A  Hobby  for  All  Times  and  All  Seasons 

By  Marjorie  Bullard 
Corpus  Christi  AYS  TX 


I  received  my  first  African  violet  in  a  basket  of 
assorted  flowers.  It  was  several  years  before  I 
found  more  of  them,  and  then  found  a  club  in 
my  area  which  I  immediately  joined.  THEN  I 
discovered  how  MANY  African  violets  there  are! 
This  was  in  the  early  1990s  when  there  were 
catalogs  and  hybridizer  sheets  in  the  mail,  club 
shows  and  sales  everywhere,  and  the  Aflican 
Violet  Magazine  was  the  highway  to  heaven  and 
a  new  and  exciting  world. 

Moderation  was  something  I  never  did  master 
-  and  of  course  this  proved  true  with  my  violets. 
It  seemed  very  important  that  I  have  one  of  each 
type,  and  then  of  each  color,  and  the  collection 
grew  very  large,  very  fast.  Fortunately,  I  live  in 
an  apartment  or  I  would  have  been  in  real 
trouble.  As  it  was,  I  ended  up  with  a  total  of  only 
six  plant  stands.  I  have  managed  to  bring  my 
collection  to  a  more  manageable  size,  but  do  still 
have  quite  a  lot  of  violets. 

My  violets  have  been  very  good  to  me.  I 
generally  tend  to  go  through  hobbies  fast  and 
move  on.  Violets,  however,  keep  on  giving,  and 
somehow  manage  to  attach  firmly  to  the  heart.  I 
look  around  my  apartment  and  1  see  violets  in 
bloom  everywhere  -  regardless  of  the  weather,  or 
the  season,  or  the  time.  They  do  not  care  if 
repotting  is  at  midnight,  and  watering  is  done  on 
the  run;  they  very  kindly  put  up  with  my  strange 
hours  and  moods. 

I  took  a  look  around  this  past  week  and 
realized  how  very  joyful  my  violets  are. I  some¬ 
times  take  them  for  granted,  but  somehow  many 
were  in  almost  full  bloom.  My  violets  have 
brought  me  more  than  joyful  blossoms.  They 
have  forced  me  out  of  my  comfortable  hermit  life 


and  exposed  me  to  more  people  than  ever 
expected.  These  people  have  become  very 
important  to  me,  and  violets  have  led  to  very 
dear  friendships. 

I  have  found  that  a  violet  can  be  much  more 
than  just  a  violet.  A  violet  can  be  a  person  who 
gave  me  a  leaf  to  start,  or  who  shared  their  joy  in 
growing,  or  their  love  of  the  search  for  the  perfect 
violet.  A  violet  can  be  someone  like  Shirley 
Sanders,  whose  ‘Shirks  Senior  Moment’  floods 
me  with  memories  of  the  wonderful  times  at  her 
Shirley’s  House  of  Violets;  now  there  was  a 
person  who  knew  the  joy  of  violets\  Shirley’s 
enthusiasm  was  responsible  for  keeping  me  in 
the  African  violet  world,  and  I  am  very  grateful 
she  has  left  us  her  ‘Shirks’  hybrids  to  be  a 
constant  reminder  of  the  power  of  violets. 

It  is  remarkable  how  many  people  are  tied  into 
my  violets.  As  1  work  my  way  through  watering 
and  caring  for  them,  I  find  that  memories  of  all 
the  friends  I  have  found  have  taken  up  residence 
on  my  shelves,  and  flourish  along  with  the 
violets. 

I  love  growing,  showing,  buying,  trading, 
winning,  and  taking  photos.  But  the  big  payoff  in 
this  hobby  is  the  people.  Things  have  changed  a 
lot  in  the  time  I  have  been  growing.  Now  instead 
of  snail  mail,  I  have  hundreds  of  friends  on  the 
Internet.  I  love  going  to  the  club  shows  and  the 
conventions.  I  love  watching  others  develop 
enthusiasm  and  seeing  their  joy  as  they  learn 
more.  I  am  surprised  the  journey  has  been  so 
exciting,  and  that  it  is  still  full  of  fun  and 
surprises. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the  Lone  Star  AVC 
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Eternal  Orbit 

Semimini-chimera 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 


201  o  Introductions from 


Silk  *n  ’  Lace 

Standard. 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 
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Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 


Sunset  Kiss 

Standard. 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 


Perfect 

Harmony 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  if)  0rles 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  if)  X otfrtts 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  cn  Gemini 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  In  Ccvncer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  In  .Leo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  In  Ylr 90 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  In  Ltbra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  In  Scorpio 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  In  Se.9 HfeTtus 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  In  Capricorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  In  ^varices 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  In  'Pisces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


May  Moot)  Xdfofe 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Sat 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

2  Sun  6:00  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

3  Mon 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

4  Tue  4:52  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

5  Wed 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

6  Thu 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th  12:15  am 

7  Fri  5:34  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

8  Sat 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

9  Sun  5:29  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

10  Mon 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

11  Tue 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

12  Wed  2:48  am 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

13  Thu 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

New  9:04  pm 

14  Fri  9:18  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

15  Sat 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

16  Sun  1:46  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

17  Mon 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

18  Tue  5:06  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

19  Wed 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

20  Thu  7:58  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd  7:43  pm 

21  Fri 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

22  Sat  10:50  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

23  Sun 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

24  Mon 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

25  Tue  2: 17  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

26  Wed 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

27  Thu  7:15  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  7:07  pm 

28  Fri 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

29  Sat  2:44  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

30  Sun 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

31  Mon 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 
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Date 

Sign 

Moor)  TcObJe 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Tue  1:08  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

2  Wed 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

3  Thu  1:34  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

4  Fri 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th  6:13  pm 

5  Sat 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

6  Sun  1:50  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

7  Mon 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

8  Tue  11:41  am 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

9  Wed 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

10  Thu  6:11  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

11  Fri 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

12  Sat  9:50  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

New  7:15  am 

13  Sun 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

14  Mon  11:54  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

15  Lie 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

16  Wed 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

17  Thu  1:41  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

18  Fri 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

19  Sat  4:13  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd  12:30  am 

20  Sun 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

21  Mon  8:14  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

22  Lie 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

23  Wed  2:10  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

24  Thu 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

25  Fri  10:21  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

26  Sat 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

Full  7:30  am 

27  Sun 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

28  Mon  8:52  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

29  Lie 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

30  Wed  9:10  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

■■■■MB 
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By  Barbara  Elkin,  Committee  Chairman 


Email:  bjbarl21@yahoo.com 


Here  it  is  March  and  I  am  trying  to  get 
the  greenhouse  re-potted.  I  can  say  I 
have  started  in  the  greenhouse.  All  of  the 
little  ones  are  done,  as  are  the  small 
growing  trailers.  I  may  have  something 
for  my  club’s  spring  plant  sale. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  the  convention 
and  more  plants  to  add  to  the  greenhouse.  I  have 
to  do  something  about  isolation,  as  it  is  still  full 
of  the  plants  I  brought  home  last  year  from  Reno! 
Oh  well,  it  always  gets  done. 

Remember  that  the  entire  list  of  AVSA’s  Most 
Wanted,  those  plants  that  our  members  are 
searching  for,  is  on  the  AVSA  web  site.  Go  to 
www.avsa.org;  click  Magazine  on  the  left  sidebar, 
scroll  down  the  new  page,  and  look  under  the 


heading  “Articles.” 

Vintage  Violets,  AVSA’s  Most  Wanted, 
is  near  the  bottom  on  the  right.  Click 
open  the  document  and  see  the  vast 
amount  of  African  violets  our  members 
are  searching  for!  Remember,  if  someone 
is  kind  enough  to  send  you  a  plant  you 
are  looking  for,  PLEASE,  always  return  the 
postage! 

AVSA’s  Most  Wanted 

Coco  Cola,  Leatrice,  Rob’s  Candy  Apple,  and 
Snow  Drops  (Elkin  -  The  one  sent  to  me  was  not 
mine.) 

I  did  receive  a  source  for  Wrangler’s  Prairie 
Fire,  and  I  thank  you  Ann  for  the  listing. 
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The  Last  Resort-. 

Vacation  for  Under-Performing  Violets 

By  Mary  S.  Schaeffer 


I  was  puttering  around 
with  my  violets  one  day 
last  May,  looking  for  space 
for  a  few  new  ones  and 
trying  to  make  more  room 
for  those  that  were 
growing,  when  I  lost  my 
patience  with  the  laggards. 

Those  are  the  violets  that 
stubbornly  refuse  to  grow 
and  thrive,  but  cling  to  life 
rewarding  you  for  your 
hard  efforts  with  nothing 
but  a  few  measly,  ratty 
looking  leaves.  Some  even 
get  progressively  smaller  - 
but  refuse  to  give  up  the 
ghost.  Now  most  reading  this  probably  toss  those 
ungrateful  wretches,  but  not  me.  I  just  can’t  bring 
myself  to  toss  such  a  plant.  But  on  this  day  I  had 
had  it  -  and  issued  them  an  ultimatum.  They 
were  being  banished  to  the  garden  and  would  not 
be  allowed  back  in  unless  they  were  performing 
up  to  par. 

To  be  honest,  I  did  not  expect  to  bring  any 
back  inside.  I  quickly  gathered  up  the 
misbehaving,  and  before  I  knew  it,  I  had  a  whole 
tray  of  mostly  small  violets  that  were  headed  to 
violet  Siberia.  I  put  them  on  a  tray  with  holes  and 
put  them  outside  next  to  the  house  in  a  very 
shady  spot  so  they  got  little,  if  any,  direct 
sunlight. 

The  water  situation  was  different.  They  were 
put  next  to  one  of  the  sprinklers  and  were 
showered  every  few  nights  when  the  sprinkler 
ran.  We  had  the  sprinkler  guys  out  several  times 
during  the  summer  as  that  part  of  the  garden  was 
getting  too  much  water.  However,  the  impatiens 
and  coleus  I  had  planted  there  loved  it  and 
thrived.  To  my  mind,  it  was  far  too  much  water 
for  violets.  However,  I  am  a  big  proponent  of 


putting  lots  of  perlite  in  the 
bottom  of  the  pots  and  that 
may  have  helped  offset  the 
onslaught  of  water. 

As  you  might  guess, 
these  plants  did  not  receive 
any  food  while  on 
vacation.  This  summer 
was  not  as  brutal  as  some 
we’ve  had  in  Delaware, 
but  it  did  get  over  90  on 
quite  a  few  days. 

For  some,  this  move 
was  the  last  straw.  They 
promptly  gave  up  the 
ghost.  This  did  not  really 
surprise  me.  In  fact,  it  was 
kind  of  what  1  expected  from  all  of  them. 
Occasionally,  when  I  went  out  to  pick  some 
tomatoes  or  do  some  other  gardening,  I’d  glance 
over  at  the  tray.  But,  I  literally  never  touched 
them  from  the  time  I  put  them  out  in  May  until  I 
heard  one  early  October  day  that  it  was  expected 
that  the  temperature  would  drop  to  an 
unseasonable  42  that  night. 

I  hustled  out  to  evaluate  the  tray  of  plants.  To 
my  amazement,  about  half  of  them  had  actually 
enjoyed  their  summer  vacation  and  were 
thriving.  After  discarding  the  empty  pots,  nine 
plants  were  ready  to  come  indoors.  This  was 
about  half  the  number  that  had  gone  outside  in 
May.  Each  plant  was  removed  from  its  pot  and 
damaged  leaves  were  removed  as  was  as  much 
soil  as  possible.  The  plants  were  then  repotted  in 
new  soil  that  contained  some  Marathon.  They 
were  then  put  into  a  lasagna  pan  that  has  a 
plastic  dome  top  that  locks.  They  were  ready  to 
move  into  isolation  before  rejoining  the  rest  of 
my  plants.  The  accompanying  picture  shows  the 
plants  after  repotting  but  before  being  integrated 
back  into  my  collection. 
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It  is  interesting 
to  note  that 
plants  either 
thrived  during 
their  summer 
vacation  or  died. 

There  were  no 
more  stragglers 
attempting  to 
hang  on. 

One  month 
later,  all  those 
who  returned 
inside  appear  to 
be  making  a 
smooth  transition.  There  are  a  few  spots  on  some 
of  the  leaves,  so  some  might  not  be  exactly 
“show  worthy”  at  this  point.  However,  the 
important  thing  (at  least  to  me)  is  that  they 
survived,  thrived,  and  have  a  good  shot  at 


becoming  real 
stunners.  Two 
have  buds  on 
them  and  should 
bloom  shortly. 

The  summer 
vacation  in  the 
garden  appears 
to  have  been  a 
sink  or  swim 
situation  for  the 
violets  sentenced 
to  the  treatment. 
And,  happily  a 
number  were  able 
to  swim.  Will  I  try  this  again  next  summer?  I’d 
like  to  say  no  -  because  all  my  plants  will  be 
thriving.  But,  I  suspect  I’ll  have  another  tray  of 
underperformers  awaiting  a  vacation:  “The  Last 
Chance  Resort.” 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Dresden  Doll 

Exhibited  by:  Bill  Price 
Hybridized  by:  P.  Harris 
Standard  Trailer 
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Question  Box 

By  Ralph  Robinson 


P.O.  Box  9  •  Naples,  NY  14512 
Email:  robsviolet@aolcom 


A  couple  of  quick  summer  reminders  -  if 
you  plan  on  taking  your  plants  outside  for 
the  summer,  plan  on  leaving  them  outside 
come  fall.  Bringing  outdoor  plants  indoors 
is  the  #1  cause  of  pest  problems  on  your 
indoor  collection.  For  the  same  reason,  it’s 
always  a  good  practice  to  change  clothes 
after  gardening,  mowing,  etc.,  before  tending 
to  your  houseplants.  Prevention  is  the  best 
medicine! 

As  is  always  the  case,  we  are  far  too  busy  to 
reply  to  mail  (or  e-mail),  though  we  do  read  all 
of  it.  Should  you  want  a  personal  reply,  we  are 
more  than  willing  to  answer  phone  calls  made 
during  our  normal  business  hours  (12-5  pm 
EST),  since  we  can  work  and  talk  at  the  same 
time.  For  those  with  access  to  the  internet,  we 
can  be  reached  at  robsvioletaol.com  or  via  our 
web-site  at  www.violetbarn.com.  The  web-site 
also  contains  a  wealth  of  information  (and 
answers  to  many  of  your  questions) . 

Question:  I  recently  bought  bleach  to  use 
to  disinfect  pots  and  trays.  I  bought  Ultra 
Clorox  bleach  and  used  it  at  a  one  to  nine 
ratio  as  I  had  done  with  another  bleach. 
When  I  called  the  Clorox  service  number,  I 
was  told  not  to  use  the  Ultra  product  for 
this  purpose.  I  wonder  what  is  best  to  use 
now.  I  also  know  some  people  to  use 
vinegar.  I  have  not  been  able  to  establish 
the  measurements  of  a  pH  level  to  aim  for 
when  using  vinegar for  disinfecting.  Any 
comments? 

Answer:  At  the  ‘Violet  Barn’  we  have  long 
used  both  bleach  and  vinegar  to  clean  and 
disinfect  pots  and  trays,  and  often  for  leaves 
and  cuttings,  as  well.  We’d  never  much  thought 
about  it,  having  always  used  the  “one  to  nine” 
ratio.  This  question,  though,  forced  us  to  do  a 
little  more  research,  to  see  if  what  we  had  been 
doing  was  indeed  proper  and  effective.  This  is 


what  we  found: 

First,  “bleach  is  bleach."  The  active 
ingredient  (sodium  hypochlorite)  is  the 
same  in  all  bleaches.  However,  not  all  of 
what  you  can  buy  is  of  the  same 
strength-not  all,  or  every  brand  of  bleach 
is  the  same.  Ultra  Clorox,  for  example,  is 
simply  a  more  concentrated  form  of  “regu¬ 
lar”  Clorox.  And  your  “generic”  or  “store  brand” 
labels  may  be  even  less  concentrated.  Look  on 
the  label  and  see  to  compare  the  concentrations 
of  the  active  ingredient.  This  will  determine  how 
much  bleach  you  will  need  to  use  to  effectively 
disinfect  your  pots. 

Second,  what  is  the  recommended  dilution 
to  effectively  disinfect  your  pots  and  trays? 
According  to  the  EPA  service  bulletin  for 
Clorox,  the  proper  dilution  rate  for  “plant  con¬ 
tainers  in  nurseries”  (among  other  things),  for 
the  purpose  of  “plant  parasitic  nematodes,  plant 
disease-causing  fungi  and  for  general  surface 
disinfection”  is  an  approximately  .85%  active 
ingredient  dilution  rate.  What  exactly  does  this 
mean?  Ultra  Clorox,  for  example,  contains  6% 
active  ingredient.  When  1  part  Ultra  Clorox  is 
mixed  with  6  parts  water,  the  dilution  will  be 
.85%  (i.e.  6%  divided  by  7  total  parts).  If  your 
bleach  is  more  dilute,  mix  with  less  water.  For 
example,  our  store  brand  bleach  has  about  3% 
active  ingredient.  We  would  mix  1  part  of  this 
store  brand  with  2  parts  of  water  to  achieve  the 
proper  dilution  (i.e.  3%  divided  by  3.5  total 
parts).  Of  course,  if  your  bleach  is  more  concen¬ 
trated,  then  you  may  dilute  it  more  (our  1  to  9 
formula  would  only  be  sufficient  if  dilution  of 
our  bleach  was  about  9%). 

What  about  vinegar?  Vinegar  does  two 
things.  First,  because  it  is  acidic,  and  much  of 
the  “crust”  or  residue  you  find  on  old,  used,  pots 
is  alkaline,  it  works  very  well  to  dissolve  and 
clean  away  these  residues.  We’ll  often  soak  really 
hard-to-clean  pots  in  a  pure  (or  nearly  so) 
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solution  of  white  vinegar  to  make  old  pots  look 
new  again.  Second,  vinegar  works  well  as  a 
disinfectant,  especially  when  used  in 
combination  with  bleach  -  it  makes  the  bleach 
even  more  effective  as  a  disinfectant!  It’s  been 
found  that  bleach  (which  is  highly  alkaline)  is  a 
much  more  effective  disinfectant  when  it  is  acidic 
(pH  6  to  6.8).  A  recommended  solution  for 
household  use,  for  example,  would  be  as  follows: 

1  oz.  bleach  (6%  dilution)  added  to  one  gallon 
water,  then  add  1  oz  white  (5%  distilled)  vinegar. 

Question:  I  am  using  Oyama  pots  for  my 
violets,  and  I  notice  roots  growing  out  of 
the  bottom  of  the  inner  pot  into  the  water 
Is  it  all  right  to  trim  these  off? 

Answer:  Yes.  Leaving  them  on  won’t  hurt 
either.  In  any  event,  this  is  an  indication  your 
plant  likely  needs  repotting.  Again,  most  stan¬ 
dard  varieties  will  do  well  in  a  4"  or,  at  most,  5" 
pot,  unless  you  intend  to  disbud  and  grow  them 
larger  for  exhibition.  Mini  and  semiminiature 
varieties  need  no  more  than  a  2  1/2"  pot.  If  it  is  a 
mature  plant,  already  in  the  proper  size  pot, 
remove  the  plant  from  the  pot,  remove  part  of 
the  outer  root  ball  and  soil,  and  then  add  fresh 
soil  and  repot  (lowering  it  in  pot  to  cover  any 
“neck”  that  may  have  developed). 

Question:  A  member  in  our  club  uses  the 
water from  her fish  tank  on  her  violets :  If  I 
do  the  same,  should  I  also  add  some 
fertilizer  to  this  water?  Her  plants  seem  to 
do  well 

Answer:  It’s  hard  to  give  an  informed  answer 
without  more  information  about  the  fish  tank 
water,  the  soil  she  uses,  etc.  There  certainly 
should  be  some  small  benefit  to  using  the  fish 
tank  water.  After  all,  “fish  emulsion,”  a  fertilizer 
high  in  nitrogen,  is  just  a  very  highly  concen¬ 
trated  form  of  fish  “waste.”  Unless  supplemented 
by  nutrients  in  the  soil  or  fertilizer,  though,  it 
wouldn’t  likely  have  enough  of  the  important 
nutrients  (phosphorus,  potassium),  and  micronu¬ 
trients  to  be  used  alone.  Without  knowing  more, 
I’d  probably  use  a  “balanced”  formula  fertilizer, 
most  of  which  will  contain  the  necessary  macro 


and  micronutrients  necessary  for  a  proper  “diet” 
for  your  plants.  At  what  strength  (how  much) 
would  depend  upon  what’s  in  the  water  being 
used  and  the  soil. 

Question:  I  just  repotted  a  plant  in  pre¬ 
paration for  a  show  and  noticed  the  leaves 
beginning  to  spoon  in  the  second  and  third 
row.  The  inner  and  outer  rows  of  leaves 
are  still  growing  flat.  Can  this  be  just  the 
variety? 

Answer:  It  could  be.  Some  varieties  are  just 
more  genetically  predisposed  to  “spooning”  (i.e. 
outer  edges  of  the  leaves  cupping  upwards) .  This 
is  a  trait  less  common  in  today’s  hybrids,  since 
this  can  make  growing  plants,  especially  for 
show,  more  difficult.  These  varieties  are  generally 
less  popular  amongst  growers,  and  commercial 
hybridizers  have  responded  accordingly. 

Besides  genetics,  age,  stress,  and  environment 
can  cause  a  plant’s  leaves  to  spoon.  Many 
varieties  will  tend  to  spoon  more  as  they  age, 
looking  much  different  when  they  mature  than 
when  they  are  young.  Others  can  tend  to  spoon 
when  growing  conditions  are  adverse;  in  our 
experience,  especially  when  very  warm  or  cold. 
Since  the  spooning  is  only  appearing  on  the 
middle  rows  of  leaves,  you  might  also  want  to 
question  whether  there  has  been  a  change  in 
growing  conditions  or  environment.  Rows  of 
leaves,  like  “rings”  on  trees,  can  often  tell  you 
much  about  the  environment  during  the  life  of 
the  plant.  Has  anything  changed? 

Question:  I  am  house-sitting  for  my 
friend's  plants.  I'm  not  sure  how  much  to 
water,  and  I  noticed  your  stickers  on  some 
of  the  pots  so  are  contacting  you.  Can  you 
tell  me  how  much  to  water  and  what  kind 
of  light?  I  don  ft  want  them  to  die  before 
she  comes  home. 

Answer:  Since  your  friend  apparently  was 
having  success  in  growing  them  before  leaving 
them  in  your  care,  it’s  best  not  to  change  too 
much  while  she’s  gone.  Leave  them  in  whatever 
light  they  are  in  now,  since  wherever  they  are 
seems  to  suit  them.  As  for  water,  the  rule  of 
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thumb  is  always  to  water  when  the  soil  surface  is 
“dry  to  the  touch.”  Ideally,  you  want  to  keep  the 
soil  moist,  but  not  soggy.  If  the  plants  are  on 
saucers,  pour  water  into  saucers  when  soil 
surface  is  dry,  then  return  and  pour  off  any 
excess  water  about  20  minutes  later.  If  they  are 
on  self-watering  pots  (the  plant  pot  sitting  atop 
or  within  a  water  reservoir) ,  then  you  need  only 
keep  the  reservoir  filled  with  water.  If  you  are 
watering  each  plant  from  “the  top”  with  a  hose 
or  watering  can,  again,  do  so  when  the  soil 
surface  is  dry,  and  water  enough  to  thoroughly 
moisten  the  soil,  but  not  so  much  that  water  runs 
out  from  the  bottom  of  the  pot.  If  this  happens, 
the  soil  may  have  become  too  dry  and  needs  to 
be  re-wet,  or  the  soil  is  overly  saturated.  Drain 
and  discard  any  water  that  does  flow  from  the 
pot  bottom.  As  for  temperature,  humidity,  and 
the  like,  just  leave  the  room  as  you  would  want  it 
if  your  were  living  there  yourself.  Comfortable  for 
you  means  comfortable  for  the  plants. 

Question:  Can  African  violets  bloom 
continuously ?  I’ve  seen  the  “space  babies’’ 
advertised  as  being  constant  bloomers .  Is 


this  different  than  a  “normal’’  violet? 

Answer:  The  “space  babies”  are  hybrids 
developed  by  Optimara,  and  are  advertised  as 
being  “multiflo rescent,”  “continuous  and  over¬ 
lapping  flower  cycles,  so  that  African  violets  with 
this  characteristic  will  have  many  more  blooms 
open  at  one  time,”  (quoted  from  the  Optimara 
web-site).  This  characteristic,  however,  is  not 
unique  to  these  hybrids.  Genetics  do  play  a  role, 
but  most  good  modern  hybrids  will  have  this 
ability  (whether  they  are  “space  babies”  or  not). 
Providing  your  violet  good,  consistent  light  is 
equally  important.  Blooming  can  be  uneven  and 
sporadic  when  light  is  not  consistently  strong 
enough  to  promote  blooming.  This  is  often  the 
case  when  growing  in  natural  light,  especially  at 
northern  latitudes  when  day  lengths  and  avail¬ 
able  sunlight  can  greatly  differ  throughout  the 
year.  Grown  under  artificial  light,  we  can  over¬ 
come  this  problem,  and  control  the  amount  of 
light  plants  receive  on  a  daily  basis.  Many  vari¬ 
eties,  otherwise  well  cared  for,  will  bloom  contin¬ 
uously,  or  nearly  so.  A  healthy,  actively  growing 
violet  will  continuously  produce  new  leaves, 
buds,  and  blooms. 


Membership  Application 

Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by _ Mem.  # _ 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  www.avsa.org  Date _ 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine. 


□  Individual  Membership  USA  ($30.00) 

□  Associate  Member  USA  ($  15.00-no  magazine)  □ 
(Must  reside  at  same  address  as  a  person 

having  any  other  Class  of  membership 

□  International  Individual,  Canada  ($35.00) 

□  International  Associate,  Canada  ($17.50) 

□  International  Individual,  other  than  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  International  Associate,  other  than  Canada  ($20.00) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($60.00) 

□  Commercial  Canada  ($65.00) 

□  Commercial  International,  other  than  Canada  ($70.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  including  local,  state,  regional,  and 
judge’s  Councils,  USA  ($35.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter  International, 
other  than  Canada  ($45.00) 

□  Library  ($30.00) 

□  Life  Member  USA  ($1,000.00) 

□  Life  Member  International  ($1,500.00) 


New  Member  □  Renewal  Mem  # _ 

(Please  type  or  print) 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ Country _ 

Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS:  please  remit  in  US$ 


with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  International  Postal 
money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 

VISA  /  MC  accepted  Card  # _ Exp.  Date _ 

Security  Code _ Signature _ 

E-mail  Address _ 
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Precious  Pink 

Exhibited  by.-  Loma  Russell 
Hybridized  by:  H.  Pittman 
Semiminiature 
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2010  VACATION  GUIDE 

While  you  are  traveling  around  North  growers  have  a  wide  selection  of  other  ges- 
America,  remember  to  take  the  opportunity  to  neriads  and  houseplants.  Please  note  that  several 
visit  the  AVSA  Commercial  members  listed  below,  growers  are  available  by  appointment  only. 
There  are  several  changes  of  telephone  numbers,  Please  make  the  necessary  arrangements  in 
addresses,  and  other  information.  Many  of  the  advance  of  your  visit. 


California 
The  Velvet  Leaf 

Lynn  Lombard 

790  Ridgecrest  Drive 

Colfax,  CA  95713 

530-637-9000 

E-mail:  lynn_lombard@att.net 

By  appointment  only. 

Retail  African  violets,  streps,  episcias,  and  FREE 
spectacular  Sierra  and  valley  views! 

Just  five  minutes  off  1-80  between  Sacramento 
and  Lake  Ihhoe  in  Gold  Rush  Country, 
www.  the  vel  vetleaf.  com 

Violet  Perfection  by  Gini 

Gini  McCanne 
1420  Oxford  Ave. 

Claremont,  CA  91711 
909-624-8331 

E-mail:  violetperfection@verizon.net 
By  appointment  only. 

African  violets,  supplies,  self- watering  ceramic 
and  plastic  pots. 

Georgia 

Mrs.  Strep  Streps 

Kathy  Spissman 

4086  Brownlee  Drive 

Tucker,  GA  30084  (just  outside  Atlanta) 

770-939-5289 

E-mail:  mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 
Please  call  for  an  appointment. 

Streptocarpus,  chiritas  and  other  gesneriads. 


Travis’  Violets 

Travis  Davis 
2064  Ellen  St. 

Ochlocknee,  GA  31 773 

229-574-5167  (day)  or  229-574-5236  (night) 
E-mail:  travisviolets@aol.com 
9-5  (Mon  -  Sat)  with  appointment. 

African  violets, 
www.  travis  violets .  com 

Kansas 

Patty’s  Plants  and  Antiques 

Patty  Daniel 
920  Millington 
Winfield,  KS  67156 
620-402-6282 

E-mail:  patty@ppa.kscoxmaiI.com 
10:00  AM  -  5:30  PM  Tuesday  -  Saturday, 

1 :00  PM  -  6:00  PM  Sundays,  or  by 
appointment.  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus, 
other  gesneriads;  as  well  as  mid  20th  century 
pottery  and  glass. 

www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 

Kentucky 

Cedar  Creek  Violets 

David  and  Nancy  Rollins 
30  South  Loop  Drive 
Stanford,  KY  40484 
606-282-3432 
E-mail:  drollins@adelphia.net 
10:00  AM  -  6:00  PM  (Mon  -  Sat) 

African  violets,  chiritas,  episcias,  columneas,  and 
supplies. 

www.  orderafrican  violets  .com 
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Missouri 
Dave’s  Violets 

David  Harris 

1372  S.  Kentwood  Ave. 

Springfield,  MO  65804-0220 
417-887-8904 
E-mail:  plantman@ipa.net 
By  appointment  only 

Sinningias,  African  violets  and  other  gesneriads 
www.  da  ves  violets .  com 

Nebraska 
Kent’s  Flowers 

Kent  and  Joyce  Stork 
2501  E.  23rd  Ave.  S. 

Fremont,  NE  68025 
402-721-1478 
E-mail:  kents@futuretk.com 
Monday  through  Saturday  9:00-5:00 
(September-  May) 

Monday  through  Friday  9:00  -  5:00  &  Saturday 
9:00  -  noon  (June,  July,  August) 

African  violets,  some  supplies,  fresh  cut  flowers 
and  florist  plants 

www.kentsflowers.com  (fresh  flowers  only  -  no 
African  violets) 

New  York 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

Paul  Sorano 
1 4  Mutchler  St. 

PO  Box  249,  Dolgeville,  NY  13329 
315-429-8291 

E-mail:  info@lyndonlyon.com 
8:00  AM  -  4:00  PM  (Mon  -Fri) 

10:00  AM -4:00  PM  (Sat) 

Noon  -  4:00  PM  (Sundays,  May  and  June  only) 
African  violets,  gesneriads.  Located  just  ten 
minutes  off  1-90  in  the  foothills  of  the 
Adirondack  Mtns. 
www.lyndonlyon.com 


The  Violet  Barn 

Ralph  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson 
7209  County  Rd.  12  (PO  Box  9) 

Naples,  NY  14512 
585-374-8592 
E-mail:  violetbarn@aol.com 
Open  12-5  pm,  Tuesday  thru  Saturday, 
all  year  -  closed  July  4th,  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  New  Years  days. 

African  violets,  gesneriads,  begonias,  hoy  as, 
other  houseplants  and  supplies. 
Accommodations  available,  call  for  details, 
www.  violetbarn .  com 

North  Carolina 
Bluebird  Greenhouse 

Libbie  Glembocki 
482 1  Jessie  Rd 
Apex,  NC  27539 
919-362-0530 

E-mail:  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
Open  9-12  weekdays,  other  times  by  appointment 
African  Violets,  other  gesneriads,  supplies 
bluebirdgreenhouse.com 

Ohio 

Arcadia  GlassHouse 

Jeff  Kenyon 
20  Park  Road 
Painesville,  OH  44077 
440-357-0022 

E-mail:  jvencius@ArcadiaGlassHouse.com 
M-F  9-5,  Sat  and  Sun  by  appt. 

Lights,  “Wick-Mix”,  wicks  &  saucers,  perlite, 
vermiculite,  Urea-Free  Fertilizer,  Oyama  pots 
and  much  more!  We  specialize  in  custom  built 
greenhouses  at  affordable  prices! 
www.VioletSupply.com 

Buckeye  Violets 

Pat  Hancock 
7 1 32  Shurz  Rd. 

Middletown,  Ohio  45042 

513-425-030 8 

Call  ahead  for  appointment. 

African  violet  plants  and  leaves, 
www.  Buckeye  Violets .  com 
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Pennsylvania 
Violets  and  More 

Eldon  &  Naomi  Martin 
32 1 7  State  Line  Rd. 

Waynesboro,  PA  17268 
717-762-3576 

Mon  -  Wed,  Fri  10  -  6,  Sat  10-2 
African  violets,  supplies,  gift  shop 

Violet  Gallery 

Mahlen  and  Brenda  Petry 
1590  Cranberry  Rd. 

York  Springs,  PA  1 7372 
717-528-8268 

E-mail:  mpetry@embarqmail.com 
Hours  by  appointment. 

2000+  African  violet  varieties.  Large  selection  of 
standards,  semiminiatures,  miniatures,  trailers, 
species,  wasps  and  vintage.  Oyama  pots,  soil, 
fertilizer  and  insecticide, 
www.  violetgallery.  com 

Texas 

Hill  Country  African  Violets  and  Nursery 

Ken  Froboese 

32005  I.  H.  lOWest 

Boerne,  TX  7800 6 

830-249-2614 

Fax:  830-249-8658 

8:00  AM-6:00  PM,  7  days  a  week. 

NO  LISTS  -  NO  SHIPPING. 

Complete  retail  nursery  with  eleven  greenhouses. 
Violets,  supplies,  other  gesneriads,  herbs, 
orchids,  lots  of  other  plants. 

Visitors  welcome. 

Jan’s  Workshop 

Janice  Davidson 
941  FM  2377 
Red  Oak,  TX  75 1 54 
972-617-1186  (home) 

214-718-1186  (cell) 

E-mail:  chiefrond@aol.com 
Call  for  appointments. 

Ribbons  and  rosettes  for  AVS  shows. 


JoS  Violets 

Joanne  Schrimsher 
2205  College  Dr. 

Victoria,  TX  77901 
361-575-1344 

E-mail:  josviolets@yahoo.com 
Please  call  or  email  for  an  appointment. 
African  violets,  episcias,  chiritas,  and  supplies. 
www.geocities.com/josviolets 

Wisconsin 

Belisle’s 

Marcia  Belisle 
4041  N.  Metnik  Rd. 

Ojibwa,  WI  54862 
715-945-2687 
By  appointment  only. 

Violets,  episcias,  streps,  and  other  gesneriads. 

Ferns,  begonias,  and  other  indoor  plants, 
www.belislesviolethouse .  com 

Canada 

Aca’s  Violet-Tree 

John  and  Doris  Brownlie 
80-600  Silvercreek  Blvd. 

Mississauga,  Ont.,  Canada  L5A  2B4 
905-270-6776 

E-mail:  jtbrownlie@idirect.com 
Anytime  by  appointment. 
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Saintpaulia  ionantha  ssp.  velutina 

Exhibited  by:  Norma  Kunzel 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  ($5.00  for 
non-members)  for  each  plant,  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two 
years  for  an  additional  $1.00  ($5.00  for  non¬ 
members).  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00 
($25.00  for  non-members)  unless  completed 
within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00  for  non-members). 

Robert  Kurzynski  -  Clifton,  NJ 
‘Jersey  Blue  Dreams’  (10158)  12/10/2009  (R. 
Kurzynski)  Single-semidouble  medium  blue  ruffled 
pansy.  Variegated  dark  green  and  pink,  serrated/red 
back.  Standard 

Olive  Ma  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 
‘Ma’s  Goodnight  Kiss’  (10159)  12/17/2009  (O. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  chimera  lavender  pansy/white 
stripe,  variable  green  edge.  Variegated  medium  green 
and  white,  quilted.  Standard 

Ralph  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 
‘Rob’s  Afghanistan  Banana  Stand’  (10160) 
12/17/2009  (R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  chimera  blue 
star/white  stripe.  Crown  variegated  medium  green, 
beige  and  gold,  pointed.  Semiminiature 
‘Rob’s  Ditzi  Mitzi’  (10161)  12/17/2009  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  chimera  pink  star/white  stripe.  Crown 
variegated  medium  green,  beige  and  gold,  pointed. 
Semiminiature 

‘Rob’s  Iowayah’  (10162)  12/17/2009  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  chimera  pink  star/white  stripe,  blue 
fantasy.  Crown  variegated  medium  green,  beige  and 
gold,  pointed.  Semiminiature 
‘Rob’s  Pokpong  Padungpong’  (10163)  12/17/2009  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  chimera  white  star/blue  stripe. 
Crown  variegated  medium  green,  beige  and  gold, 
pointed.  Semiminiature 

Elena  Korshunova  -  Samarskaia  Oblast,  Russia 
‘EK-21  Vek’  (10164)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Semidouble  white  large  wavy  star/purple  eye,  wide 


violet  edge.  Light  green,  longifolia.  Standard 
‘EK-Aromat  Vesny’  (10165)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble  white  large/pink 
shading,  light  green  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Atlantida’  (10166)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  white  large  star.  Medium 
green,  spooned.  Standard 
‘EK-Belaia  Koroleva’  (10167)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble-double  white  large  wavy 
star.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Belaia  Libia’  (10168)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Semidouble  white  large  star.  Light  green,  plain. 
Standard 

‘EK-Belyi  Val’s’  (10169)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Double  white  large  wavy  star.  Medium  green,  plain. 

Standard 

‘EK-Belyi-Tanets’  (10170)  01/02/2010  (E. 

Korshunova)  Single  white  large  ruffled  star.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Boginia  Utrennei  Zari’  (10171)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  pale  pink  large  wavy  star/wide 
white  edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Boi  Bykov’  (10172)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Semidouble-double  dark  red  large  star.  Light  green, 
plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Dama  Serdtsa’  (10173)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single  bright  ruby-red  wavy  large. 
Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and  pink,  longifolia. 

Standard 

‘EK-Den’  Roz’  (10174)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Semidouble  peach-pink  large  wavy  star.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Standard 

EK  Dikii  Shipovnik’  (10175)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  lavender-pink.  Variegated  dark 
green  and  white,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Dolche  Vita’  (10176)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Double  coral-pink  large  wavy  star/wide  raspberry- 
purple  edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Dzhokonda’  (10177)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Semidouble-double  smoky  raspberry  large  star/lighter 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Ekzotika’  (10178)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Double  pale  pink  bell/wide  purple-red  band,  light  green 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
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‘EK-Farforovaia  Svad’ba’  (10179)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  white  large  wavy  star/light  blue 
shading.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Golub’  Mira’  (10180)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Double  white  large  star.  Medium  green,  plain. 
Standard 

‘EK-Golubaia  Krov”  (10181)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single-semidouble  bright  blue  large  frilled 
star/darker  eye,  white  edge.  Medium  green,  plain. 

Standard 

‘EK-Klubnichnyi  Potselui’  (10182)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single  strawberry-red  large  wavy  star. 
Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and  pink,  plain. 

Standard 

‘EK-Korallovaia  Rybka’  (10183)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble-double  coral  large/purple-red 
tips.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Lesnaia  Feia’  (10184)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  white  large  wavy  star/wide  light 
green  edge.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Liubov’  i  Golubi’  (10185)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble-double  pale  pink  large 
star/lilac-purple  fantasy,  edge.  Light  green,  quilted. 
Standard 

‘EK-Magiia  Liubvi’  (10186)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  purple-red  large  star/white  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Materinskaia  Liubov”  (10187)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  dark  raspberry-purple  large  wavy 
star/coral  rays.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Morskaia  Zvezda’  (10188)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single-semidouble  coral-red-purple  large 
star/lighter  netting.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
cream,  plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Muzyka  Dozhdia’  (10189)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single  pale  cream  large  ruffled  star/large 
blue  patches,  pale  lilac  edge.  Dark  green,  plain. 

Standard 

‘EK-Nebesnaia  Lazur”  (10190)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble  light  blue  large  star/purple 
band,  light  green  edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Osennii  Potselui’  (10191)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  white  wavy  large/yellow  patches, 
pink  edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Podarok  na  Rozhdestvo’  (10192)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble-double  light  raspberry  large 
wavy  star/wide  white  edge.  Light  green,  plain. 
Standard 

‘EK-Printsessa  Greza’  (10193)  01/02/2010  (E. 


Korshunova)  Semidouble  pink  large/raspberry-purple 
fantasy.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Raduga  Liubvi’  (10194)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single  raspberry-coral  large  star/violet 
eye.  Dark  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Rizhskaia  Siren”  (10195)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble-double  lilac  large  star/violet 
tips,  green  edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Rozhdenie  Lubvi’  (10196)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  white  large  wavy  star/pink  eye, 
edge.  Light  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Rozovyi  Flamingo’  (10197)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single  smoky  pink  large  wavy 
star/white-green  edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  cream 
and  pink,  plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Sady  Semiramidy’  (10198)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  dark  red  large.  Medium  green, 
plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Sedoi  Okean’  (10199)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Double  white  large/purple-violet  splashes.  Dark  green, 
plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Shaman’  (10200)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Semidouble  red-purple  large.  Medium  green, 
pointed/red  back.  Standard 

‘EK-Skarabei’  (10201)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Double  light  blue  large  star/cream  fantasy,  red-purple 
edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  cream  and  pink,  plain. 

Standard 

‘EK-Snegopad’  (10202)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Single-semidouble  white  large  wavy  star.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Tatiana’  (10203)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Double  bright  pink  large  wavy  star/wide  white  edge. 
Medium  green,  longifolia.  Standard 
‘EK-Tsaritsa  Magnoliia’  (10204)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  white  large.  Light  green,  plain. 
Standard 

‘EK-Vanil’noe  Nebo’  (10205)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single  pale  cream  large  wavy  star/pink 
patches.  Dark  green,  quilted.  Standard 
‘EK-Versal”  (10206)  01/02/2010  (E.  Korshunova) 
Semidouble-double  white  large  wavy  star/blue  eye. 
Light  green,  plain.  Standard 

‘EK-Vishnevaia  Metel”  (10207)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble-double  bright  cherry-red 
large.  Dark  green,  longifolia.  Standard 
‘EK-Vlastelin  Kolets’  (10208)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  dark  blue  large  star/wide  white 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
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‘EK-Volshebnitsa  Vesna’  (10209)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble-double  lavender-pink  large 
wavy  star/orchid  eye.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Vozdushnyi  Potselui’  (10210)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  bright  pink  large  wavy  star/white 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Zelenye  Iablochki’  (1021  1)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Double  green  large  star/blue  eye. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Zimniaia  Vishnia’  (10212)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Semidouble  cherry-red  wavy  large/white 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘EK-Zvezdnyi  Dozhd”  (10213)  01/02/2010  (E. 
Korshunova)  Single  bright  blue  large  star/pink-white 
fantasy,  white-green  edge.  Variegated  medium  green, 
cream  and  white,  plain.  Standard 

%  *  *  %  % 

Dolores  Harrington  -  Fridley,  MN 
‘Dolores’  Snow  Princess’  (10214)  01/13/2010  (D. 
Harrington)  Single-semidouble  pink  pansy/red  eye, 
white-green  edge.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped, 
hairy/red  back.  Semiminiature 

*  *  *  *  * 

Jeanne  Howell  -  Satsop,  WA 
‘Blue  Raze’  (10215)  01/16/2010  (J.  Howell)  Double 
purple  ruffled/wide  white-green  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain.  Standard 

‘Jeanne’s  Tear  Drops’  (10216)  01/16/2010  (J.  Howell) 
Double  blue/pink  fantasy,  streaks.  Medium  green, 
plain,  quilted.  Standard 

‘True  Colors’  (10217)  01/16/2010  (J.  Howell)  Double 
burgundy  ruffled/pink  band,  white-green  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses  -  Dolgeville,  NY 
‘Angel’s  Innocence’  (10218)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble-double 
white  frilled  star/pink  mottling.  Variegated  medium 
green  and  ivory,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Antique  Tapestry’  (10219)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double  pink  frilled 
star.  Variegated  medium  green,  ivory,  beige  and  pink, 
serrated.  Standard 

‘Arabian  Night’  (10220)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  dark  purple  sticktite  frilled 
star/green  edge.  Variegated  dark  green  and  beige, 


ruffled/red  back.  Standard 

‘Blueberry  Kisses’  (10221)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  blue  cupped 
pansy.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  girl  foliage. 

Semiminiature 

‘Calico  Oueen’  (10222)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble-double  chimera 
lavender  ruffled  star/lavender- fantasied  purple  stripe, 
purple  fantasy.  Dark  green,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Cosmic  Blast’  (10223)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  purple  large  sticktite 
star/fuchsia-red  fantasy,  frilled  white  edge.  Variegated 
dark  green  and  white,  ovate,  quilted/red  back.  Large 
‘Eternal  Orbit’  (10224)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble  chimera  pink 
pansy/blue  stripe,  variable  blue  fantasy.  Variegated 
dark  green  and  ivory,  quilted/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

‘Green  Horizon’  (10225)  01/27/2010  (P. 

Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double  white 
star/wide  green  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  serrated. 

Large 

‘Gum  Drop’  (10226)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single-semidouble  pink  pansy/blue 
fantasy.  Crown  variegated  dark  green,  yellow  and 
beige,  ovate.  Semiminiature 
‘Heart’s  Aflutter’  (10227)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble-double 
light  mauve-pink  frilled  pansy/dark  violet-red  band, 
thin  light  pink  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted,  serrated. 
Large 

‘Heaven’s  Smile’  (10228)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble-double 
light  pink  pansy.  Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted. 

Semiminiature 

‘Irish  Luck’  (10229)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble  white  ruffled 
pansy/green-edged  top  petals,  blue-edged  bottom 
petals.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted. 

Semiminiature 

‘Little  Busybody’  (10230)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble  pink 
star/thin  white  edge.  Dark  green,  wavy/red  back. 

Semiminiature 

‘Lucky  Devil’  (10231)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single-semidouble  dark  burgundy- 
red  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green  and  beige, 
quilted/red  back.  Standard 

‘Lunar  Eclipse’  (10232)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
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Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble-double  dark  purple 
pansy/raspberry  edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
ivory,  quilted.  Standard 

‘Lyon’s  Red  Rocket’  (10233)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single-semidouble 
red  star/white  frilled  edge.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
serrated/red  back.  Large 

‘Lyon’s  Sassy  Sadie’  (10234)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble  light 
maroon-red  pansy/dark  maroon  frilled  edge.  Medium 
green,  quilted.  Large 

‘Lyon’s  Spun  Sugar’  (10235)  01/27/2010  (D. 
DiCamillo/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble¬ 
double  white  frilled  star/mauve-pink  edge.  Dark  green, 
serrated/red  back.  Standard 

‘Mirror  Image’  (10236)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double  gray-blue  star/wide  green 
edge.  Medium  green,  serrated.  Large 

‘Perfect  Harmony’  (10237)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble-double 
dark  blue  large  star/white-light  lavender  fantasy,  frilled 
white  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted.  Standard 

‘Pixie  Redhead’  (10238)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  chimera  red  sticktite 
pansy/pink  stripe.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
cream,  ovate,  quilted.  Semiminiature 

‘Playful  Kisses’  (10239)  01/27/2010  (D. 

DiCamillo/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single¬ 
semidouble  light  coral-pink  pansy/red  and  variable  blue 
fantasy;  darker  blush  on  upper  petals.  Variegated 
medium-dark  green  and  beige,  ovate,  quilted.  Small 
standard 

‘Ramblin’  Pink  Pizzazz’  (10240)  01/27/2010  (D. 
DiCamillo/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double  light  pink 
frilled  pansy/blue  fantasy,  dark  pink  edge.  Dark  green, 
wavy/red  back.  Standard  trailer 

‘Rockin’  Robin’  (10241)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  dark  coral  pansy/frilled 
white  edge.  Medium  green,  serrated.  Standard 

‘Rumba  Red’  (10242)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single-semidouble  burgundy-red 
pansy/frilled  white  edge.  Dark  green/red  back. 
Standard 

‘Sierra  Sunrise’  (10243)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble  light  maroon 
pansy/blue  fantasy,  dark  maroon  tips.  Crown 
variegated  light  green,  yellow  and  beige,  ovate. 

Semiminiature 

‘Silk  ‘n’  Lace’  (10244)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 


Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  white  sticktite  star/purple 
patches.  Medium  green,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Simple  Elegance’  (10245)  01/27/2010  (D. 
DiCamillo/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Semidouble  pink 
pansy /wide  white  frilled  edge.  Medium  green,  plain. 
Standard 

‘Snow-kissed  Plum’  (10246)  01/27/2010 

(Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  dark  violet- 
red  large  sticktite  star/pink  fantasy,  dark  plum  frilled 
edge.  Dark  green,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 
‘Splendid  Chaos’  (10247)  01/27/2010  (P. 

Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double  white  large 
ruffled  star/blue  fantasy,  pink  frilled  edge.  Variegated 
light  green  and  beige,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Strawberry  Spinner’  (10248)  01/27/2010  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  chimera  pink 
frilled  sticktite  star/white  stripe,  thin  raspberry  edge. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  ivory,  ovate,  quilted. 
Standard 

‘Sunset  Kiss’  (10249)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single  dark  mauve-pink  sticktite 
pansy/blue  fantasy,  dark  raspberry  band,  thin  white- 
light  pink  edge.  Light  green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Treasure  Chest’  (10250)  01/27/2010  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double  lavender-pink  frilled 
pansy/purple  fantasy.  Dark  green,  quilted/red  back. 
Standard 


Elena  Lebetskaia  -  Vinnitsa,  Ukraine 
‘LE-Adzhio’  (10251)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  purple  large  star/darker  eye,  lilac-white  edge. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  ovate,  pointed. 

Standard 

‘LE-Aprel’skie  Treli’  (10252)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  blue  large  wavy  star.  Medium  green,  plain, 
ovate.  Standard 

‘LE-Baunti’  (10253)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble-double  blue  large  frilled  star/green  edge. 
Light  green,  wavy.  Standard 
‘LE-Detskaia  Ulybka’  (10254)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Single  white  star/blue  eye  and  rays,  green 
edge.  Light  green,  plain,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘LE-Eseniia’  (10255)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  white  large/lilac  patches,  white-green  edge. 
Light  green,  plain,  ovate,  glossy,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘LE-Fuksievoe  Kruzhevo’  (10256)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Double  light  fuchsia  large  star/pink  shading, 
green  ruffled  edge.  Dark  green,  wavy.  Standard 
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‘LE-Golubye  Iubochki’  (10257)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Double  light  blue  large  star/white  eye. 
Medium  green,  plain,  ovate,  glossy.  Standard 
‘LE-Koroli  i  Kapusta’  (10258)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Double  pink/ruffled  green  edge.  Dark  green,  glossy, 
wavy.  Standard 

‘LE-Las  Vegas’  (10259)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  light  pink  large  ruffled  star/blue  fantasy.  Dark 
green,  ovate,  wavy.  Standard 
‘LE-Ledi  v  Belom’  (10260)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  white  large  wavy  star.  Light  green,  plain, 
ovate.  Standard 

‘LE-Maia  Plisetskaia’  (10261)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Single  white  large  wavy  star/pale  lavender 
eye,  edge.  Light  green,  ovate.  Standard 
‘LE-Mal’vina’  (10262)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  light  pink  large  ruffled  star/green  edge.  Dark 
green,  ovate.  Standard 

‘LE-Meri  Kei’  (10263)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  light  pink  star.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate, 
longifolia.  Standard 

‘LE-More  Schast’ia’  (10264)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble-double  blue  large  wavy  star/wide  white  edge. 
Light  green,  heart-shaped,  pointed,  glossy.  Standard 
‘LE-Osenniaia  Fantaziia’  (10265)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Semidouble-double  light  coral-pink  large 
wavy  star/blue  fantasy.  Dark  green,  plain,  ovate/red 
back.  Standard 

‘LE-Parizhskie  Tainy’  (10266)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Semidouble  dark  lilac-purple  wavy 
star/darker  eye,  green-gold  ruffled  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green,  white  and  pink,  wavy.  Standard 
‘LE-Persikovoe  Siianie’  (10267)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Single  peach  large  ruffled  star/darker  eye. 
Dark  green,  plain,  heart-shaped,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘LE-Pervyi  Led’  (10268)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble-double  white  large  star/blue  eye.  Light  green, 
plain,  ovate.  Standard 

‘LE-Pisanka’  (10269)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  white  ruffled  large/light  blue  and  pink 
fantasy.  Medium  green,  glossy,  wavy,  scalloped. 

Standard 

‘LE-Pole  Chudes’  (10270)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble  pink  two-tone  ruffled  large  star/hot  pink 
fantasy,  green-gold  edge.  Dark  green,  wavy.  Standard 
‘LE-Prekrasnaia  Kreolka’  (10271)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Semidouble  dark  blue  wavy  large  star/wide 
white  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  ovate,  longifolia. 
Standard 


‘LE-Raduzhnye  Bliki’  (10272)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Double  white  large  wavy  star/light  blue  and 
pink  shading.  Light  green,  wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘LE-Sashen’ka’  (10273)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble-double  pale  peach-pink  large  ruffled 
star/yellow  shading.  Dark  green,  wavy.  Standard 
‘LE-Snezhnyi  Balet’  (10274)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Double  white  large  ruffled  star/light  green  shading.  Light 
green,  wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘LE-Svadebnyi  Marsh’  (10275)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Semidouble-double  white  large  wavy  star. 
Light  green,  ovate.  Standard 

‘LE-Svadebnyi  Nariad’  (10276)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Semidouble-double  white  large  wavy 
star/pink  patches,  blue  fantasy.  Medium  green,  plain, 
ovate.  Standard 

‘LE-Tsarevna  Liagushka’  (10277)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Double  white  large  ruffled  star.  Light  green, 
glossy,  wavy.  Standard 

‘LE-Tsyganskii  Romans’  (10278)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Double  pink  large  ruffled  star/blue  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘LE- Vanessa’  (10279)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia)  Double 
white  large  wavy  star/light  pink  stripe.  Dark  green, 
ovate,  heart-shaped,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘LE-Velikolepnyi  Gosha’  (10280)  02/01/2010  (E. 
Lebetskaia)  Semidouble-double  white  large  star/ruffled 
blue  edge.  Light  green,  wavy.  Standard 
‘LE-Violetta’  (10281)  02/04/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia) 
Semidouble-double  hot  pink  large  ruffled  star/green-gold 
edge.  Medium  green,  wavy.  Standard 
‘LE-Vizit’  (10282)  02/01/2010  (E.  Lebetskaia)  Double  dark 
plum  mffled  star/green  edge.  Variegated  light  green  and 
white,  wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 

REGISTRATION  CHANGES 

The  following  description  has  been  changed  at  the 
request  of  the  hybridizer: 

‘Dangerous’  (9475)  Change  foliage  description  to 
“Variegated  medium-dark  green,  cream  and  white,  plain, 
pointed.” 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 

Ann  M.  McCoy 

*  Bustles  ‘n’  Bows  *  Butterfly  Wings  *  Puppy  Tails  * 
Ribbons  ‘n’  Blues  *  Ihngles  *  Tlmberland  * 
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Microclimates  and  Adaptations  in 

African  Violets 

By  Tom  Moore 


The  first  step  taken  by  a  landscape  architect  in 
choosing  suitable  plants  for  your  yard  is  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  annual  temperature  extremes.  Broad 
regions  of  the  U.S  are  mapped  out  by  the  USD  A 
in  bands  of  similar  temperatures  as  “hardiness 
zones.”  Next,  a  careful  analysis  is  made  to 
determine  the  amount  of  sunlight,  rain,  and  wind 
that  a  particular  area  will  receive,  and  finally,  will 
that  area  be  benefited  by  additional  factors  that 
will  create  a  “microclimate?”  In  my  yard  on  the 
east  side  of  the  house  is  a  sheltered  space  created 
between  the  masonry  house  and  the  fence.  The 
furnace  vents  itself  from  that  side  of  the  house, 
and  my  wife  has  planted  azaleas  that  do  quite 
well  in  this  microclimate. 

If  we  look  inside  our  homes,  we  find  many 
microclimates  as  well.  The  sunroom  on  the  south 
side  of  my  home  is  bright  and  warm  on  cold 
winter  days,  and  most  of  my  houseplants  grow 
and  bloom  quite  well  there.  My  wife’s  orchids  are 
quite  happy  in  our  south-facing  kitchen  window. 
They  benefit  from  the  additional  warmth  and 
humidity  of  the  kitchen.  My  plant  room  in  the 
basement  is  an  entirely  different  story.  My 
basement  has  always  been  cold,  and  the  problem 
has  gotten  worse  with  the  addition  of  my  new 
woodstove  on  the  first  floor.  The  first  and  second 
floors  are  now  toasty  warm,  but  since  my  regular 
furnace  doesn’t  run,  the  basement  is  58  degrees 
F.  (14.4  C)  on  a  frosty  January  day.  I  have 
created  a  frigid  microclimate  for  a  tender  rain¬ 
forest  plant. 

Plants  of  every  kind  have  always  had  to  adapt 
to  climate  changes  through  genetic  variation  over 
time.  Since  they  are  rooted  in  place,  they  either 
change  or  die.  Fortunately,  our  African  violets 


have  astounding  genetic  adaptability.  How  else 
could  an  Equatorial  Rainforest  plant  become  one 
of  the  most  common  houseplants  in  the  world? 
How  else  could  Dr.  Jeff  Smith  continue  to  answer 
genetic  variability  questions  about  African  violets 
for  the  past  100  issues  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazinel 

When  I  first  began  in  this  hobby,  I  bought 
plants  from  various  hybridizers.  Over  time  I  began 
to  notice  that  plants  hybridized  by  growers  in  the 
southern  U.S.  did  not  do  as  well  in  my  cold 
basement  as  those  from  northern  growers.  As 
time  went  on,  I  began  purchasing  leaves  and 
growing  new  baby  plants.  It  was  considerably 
cheaper  so  I  could  have  even  more  plants!  When 
potting  up  all  of  the  baby  plants  from  each  leaf,  I 
found  that  some  of  the  babies  were  large  and 
strong,  some  were  rather  puny  and  small,  and 
some  didn’t  look  like  the  “mother”  leaf  at  all.  In 
selecting  and  keeping  those  babies  that  were  large 
and  strong  and  growing  true  to  the  hybridizers 
description,  I  was  choosing  plants  that  had 
“adapted”  to  the  cold  conditions  of  my  basement. 
As  of  now,  my  violets  are  growing  and  blooming 
in  my  frigid  basement.  I  am  going  to  have  to 
figure  out  how  to  raise  the  temperature  so  I  can  be 
comfortable  working  with  them. 

From  my  casual  experiences  and  observa¬ 
tions,  I  believe  that  the  best  way  to  grow  African 
violet  plants  for  your  home  is  by  growing  plants 
from  leaves.  The  genetic  variability  of  the  African 
violet  will  produce  plants  “adapted  and  suited”  to 
your  growing  area. 

From  African  Violet  Leaves , 
publication  of  the  Illinois  AYS,  Inc. 


May  •  June  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  4  7 


For  Beginners  11473  Denham  Rd.  •  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

By  Elmer  Godeny  Email:  ekgprof@eatel.net 


Which  One?  Which  One? 
How  Can  I  Decide  Which  One? 


One  of  the  most  frequently  asked 
questions  I  get  at  an  African  violet 
sale  is,  “Which  plant  looks  the  best  to 
you?”  To  be  honest,  this  question  is 
easy  to  answer  in  some  ways  and 
very  difficult  to  answer  in  others. 

When  choosing  a  new  plant,  many 
factors  have  to  be  taken  into  account 
by  the  buyer:  space,  growing  condi¬ 
tions,  likes,  dislikes,  etc.  Be  an  edu¬ 
cated  buyer.  Don’t  be  afraid  to  ask 
questions.  I  don’t  know  of  any  growers  (amateur 
or  commercial)  that  would  not  like  to  spend  the 
day  discussing  African  violets.  People  want  the 
maximum  “bang  for  their  buck.”  For  most  peo¬ 
ple,  that  means  lots  of  continuous,  pretty  blos¬ 
soms.  So,  if  you  want  to  be  happy  with  your  pur¬ 
chase,  take  a  moment  and  consider  a  few  factors 
and  ask  questions. 

The  first  and  foremost  factor  has  to  be  your 
growing  space.  If  you  are  limited  in  space,  do  not 
buy  a  large  plant.  If  you  only  have  a  window  sill 
for  growing,  you  may  want  to  consider  choosing 
a  miniature  or  semi-miniature  plant.  These  will 
stay  small,  usually  about  6  and  8  inches,  respec¬ 
tively,  and  bloom  profusely.  Standard  plants  and 
large  standards  will  take  up  more  space.  Trailers 
can  be  grown  in  any  space  because  they  can  be 
kept  small  or  grown  to  large  sizes;  however,  the 
trailer  size,  miniature,  semi-miniature,  or  stan¬ 
dard,  must  still  be  considered.  If  you  have  a  larg¬ 
er  growing  area,  the  size  of  the  plant  may  not  be 
as  important. 

The  most  common  traits  that  many  people 
look  for,  including  experienced  growers,  are  those 
of  the  blossom.  Many  people  are  attracted  to  a 
specific  color.  You  will  be  happiest  if  you  choose  a 
plant  with  a  colored  blossom  that  appeals  to  you. 


If  you  dislike  the  blossom  color,  don’t 
buy  the  plant.  The  blossom  color 
pattern  should  also  appeal  to  you.  Do 
you  like  solid-colored,  two-tone  (two 
shades  of  the  same  color  on  the 
petals),  multi-colored  (two  or  more 
colors  on  each  petal) ,  edged  (a  second 
color  or  shade  on  the  edge  of  each 
petal),  fantasy  (solid-colored  blos¬ 
soms  with  specks  of  a  different  color 
or  shade  on  each  petal),  or  chimera 
(striped)  blossoms.  Everyone  has  their  favorites. 
The  type  and  shape  of  blossom  must  also  be 
considered.  For  example,  do  you  like  the  single 
(five  petals,  top  two  smaller  than  the  bottom 
three),  wasp  (five  petals,  top  two  smaller  than 
the  bottom  three  which  are  much  thinner  and 
longer),  star  (five  petals,  all  of  equal  size  and 
shape),  semi-double  (a  row  of  five  petals  with  a 
tuft  of  a  few  petals  inside),  or  double  (multiple 
rows  of  petals)  blossoms.  Make  sure  that  all  the 
blossoms  are  identical  in  color,  pattern,  type, 
shape,  and  size.  Don’t  buy  a  plant  if  the  blos¬ 
soms  are  not  all  the  same. 

Check  out  the  foliage.  Is  it  the  type  of  foliage 
that  appeals  to  you?  Do  you  like  solid  green 
(light,  medium,  or  dark),  variegated  (green  with 
white,  cream,  and/  or  shades  of  pink  on  the  edge 
or  all  over),  or  chimera  (green  with  white  or 
cream  stripes)  foliage?  Does  the  foliage  size 
appeal  to  you?  Do  all  the  leaves  have  identical 
characteristics?  Most  importantly,  DOES  IT  LOOK 
HEALTF1Y?  Stay  away  from  plants  with  spots, 
dead  areas,  and  especially  if  there  are  things 
crawling  on  them.  You  will  also  want  to  check 
out  the  symmetry  of  the  foliage.  Does  it  form  a 
nice  evenly-spaced  ring  on  the  plant? 

Once  you  have  considered  the  characteristics 
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of  the  plant  that  appeal  to  you,  there  are  a  few 
other  considerations.  It  cannot  be  stressed 
enough  to  only  buy  plants  that  LOOK  HEALTHY. 
If  the  plant  is  sickly  looking,  stay  away  from  it. 
Don’t  think  that  you  can  take  it  home  and  bring 
it  back;  it  will  be  a  waste  of  time  and  money. 

ONLY  BUY  FROM  REPUTABLE  SELLERS.  Ask 
questions.  You  don’t  want  any  surprises  when 
you  get  home.  A  reputable  seller  will  not  make 
you  feel  as  if  you  are  taking  up  their  time.  They 
want  you  to  make  the  best  purchase  you  can:  one 
that  will  make  you  happy,  and  hopefully,  you’ll 
want  to  come  back  for  more.  Check  out  the 

ADVERTISERS  IN  THE  AFRICAN  VlOLET  MAGAZINE 
PUBLISHED  BY  THE  AFRICAN  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA. 

You  will  find  many  more  varieties  and  choices 
from  these  sellers.  Many  of  these  advertisers  also 
hybridize  plants.  They  are  more  likely  to  want  to 
place  their  creations  in  the  right  home.  Check  out 
local  club  plant  shows  and  sales.  Most  amateur 
growers  consider  their  plants  as  their  babies  (we 
are  a  weird  bunch).  We  want  our  plants  to  be 
happy  in  their  new  environments  and  their  new 
owners  to  take  care  of  them  (this  will  only  occur 
if  the  buyer  is  happy  with  the  plant) .  I  try  not  to 
buy  plants  from  local  plant  nurseries,  super¬ 
markets,  or  large  hardware  chain  stores,  as  the 
plants  are  not  as  healthy  and  kept  up. 


Another  reason  to  purchase  from  local  clubs  is 
that  you  will  get  an  idea  of  which  plants  grow 
best  in  your  part  of  the  country.  Living  in  the 
South,  I  find  that  I  do  better  with  plants  that  were 
hybridized  in  the  South.  However,  THIS  IS  NOT 
ALWAYS  A  HARD  AND  FAST  RULE.  Local 
growers  will  also  be  best  able  to  tell  you  the 
proper  growing  conditions  for  a  particular  plant  in 
your  area.  For  example,  I  do  not  do  well  with 
yellow-blossomed  plants,  as  they  like  cooler 
growing  conditions.  Variegated  plants  will  turn 
solid  green  if  too  hot,  etc.  However,  keep  in  mind 
that  even  the  best  advice  may  not  be  proper  for 
you.  I  know  many  African  violet  hobbyists  that 
can  grow  certain  varieties  that  I  cannot  grow  and 
vice-versa.  Everyone’s  micro-environments  are 
different. 

When  purchasing  new  plants,  there  are  many 
factors  to  consider:  growing  space,  blossom  and 
foliage  characteristics,  health  of  plant,  and  seller’s 
experience.  These  are  just  a  few  factors  which 
must  be  taken  into  account.  I  am  sure  that  every 
individual  grower  could  probably  add  one  or 
more  factors  to  this  list.  Just  make  sure  that  you 
like  the  plant,  and  it  is  healthy.  If  your  purchase 
has  these  characteristics,  you  are  more  likely  to 
properly  care  for  it,  and  it  will  provide  you  with 
more  blooms  and  satisfaction. 


The  Geener iad  Society 
54th  Annual  Convention  and  Show 

“ Vancouver !  Your  Passport  to  Gesneriads” 

Hosted  by  the  Vancouver  African  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Society 

Radisson  Hotel  •  3131  Cambie  Road,  Richmond,  BC 

Flower  Show  and  Plant  Sales  Open: 

Friday,  July  2  - 1:50  -  5:00  pm 
Saturday,  July  5  -  9:30  am  -  2:45  pm 
Admission  to  Show  and  Plant  Sales  Free 

For  more  information  and  convention  registration: 
http://www.gesneriadsociety.org 

Watch  a  short  video  of  what  British  Columbia  has  to  offer  on  the  Tourism  E3C  website: 
http://www.hellobc.com/en-CA/Videos/l3ritish-Columbia.htiri. 

Click  on  “  You  Gotta  Ge  Here" 
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Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot  Virus  - 
The  Fatal  Disease  You  May  Not 
Have  Even  Heard  About 

Text  and  Photos  by  Sandra  Skalski 


Impatiens  necrotic  spot  virus { INSV)  is  a 
common  and  serious  threat  to  greenhouse  crops 
all  over  the  world. 

Closely  related  to 
tomato  spotted  wilt 
virus,  it  has  a  host 
range  of  over  600 
species  of  plants, 
including  African 
violets  and  other 
gesneriads.  You 
may  see  these 
viruses  described 
as  ‘tospoviruses’, 
which  is  an 
acronym  from 
Tomato  spotted 
wilt  virus.  The 
tospoviruses  require 
a  vector,  or  transmitter,  to  infect  a  host  plant.  In 
the  case  of  INSV,  the  western  flower  thrips  is  the 
only  known  vector,  and  sadly,  this  pest  is  all  too 
familiar  to  African  violet  growers.  How  serious  is 
the  threat  to  your  violet  collection?  Infected  thrips 


Blackened  sections  on  stems  and  necrotic 
leaves  in  the  crown  of  a  trailer. 


can  transmit  the  virus  to  a  healthy  plant  after 
feeding  for  only  5  to  10  minutes.  Thrips  can 

even  spread  the 
disease  from  an 
infected  plant  in 
your  collection 
that  is  not  show¬ 
ing  symptoms, 
resulting  in  symp¬ 
toms  on  other, 
previously  healthy 
plants.  Once  a 
plant  is  infected, 
there  is  no  cure. 
However,  you  can 
protect  your  plants 
if  you  understand 
how  the  virus  is 
transmitted,  how 
to  eliminate  thrips,  and  how  to  recognize  the 
confusing  symptoms  caused  by  this  disease. 

What  is  a  virus? 

A  virus  is  a  non-living  infectious  agent.  It  is 
an  obligate  parasite,  which  means  it  cannot 
multiply  or  grow  outside  a  host,  even  though  it 
may  survive  for  a  period  of  time.  Viruses  use 
the  host’s  systems  (metabolic  processes)  to 
multiply.  The  symptoms  you  see  in  an  infected 
plant  reflect  the  disruption  this  causes. 
Understanding  how  INSV  affects  plants  can  help 
you  recognize  the  symptoms  of  infection.  For 
example,  INSV  can  make  nitrogen  less  soluble 
in  the  plant  tissue,  resulting  in  chlorosis  for  the 
entire  plant  or  just  the  new  leaves.  The  virus 
can  use  the  host  to  manufacture  proteins  that 
are  actually  toxic  to  the  plant;  hence  you  might 
see  necrotic  spots,  bulls-eye  rings  (Figure  1), 


Ring  spots  may  show  up  on  the  back  of 
leaves  on  an  infected  plant. 
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INSV  can  cause  discoloration. 

This  normally  green  and 
white  plant  turned  deep  pink. 


lines  and  blackened  lesions  on  stems  and  leaves 
(Figure  2),  or  even  a  complete  discoloration  of 
the  plants  (Figure  3).  The  lines  and  lesions  can 
be  in  the  form  of  concentric  circles,  half  circles, 
black  or  brown  spots,  or  wavy  lines.  Plant  stunt¬ 
ing  or  dwarfing  (leaves  smaller  than  normal)  or 
irregularly  shaped  leaves,  and  flowers  may  occur 


Necrotic  leaves  in  the  crown  of  this  plant 
resemble  Phytophthora  infection 
or  fertilizer  bum. 

when  INSV  interferes  with  the  plant’s  hormones. 

INSV  causes  a  wide  range  of  symptoms  that 
unfortunately  resemble  other  more  common 
ailments  of  African  violets,  including  fungus  and 
bacterial  infections,  and  cultural  problems  like 
over-fertilization,  pH  problems,  and  even  cold 
temperature  exposure.  Worse,  the  symptoms 


may  vary  according  to  the  cultivar,  age  of  the 
plant,  environmental  conditions  like  light  and 
temperature,  and  even  according  to  the  strain  of 
the  virus.  The  plant  in  Figure  4  looks  like  it  has 
a  case  of  fertilizer  burn,  or  a  Phytophthora 
infection.  In  Figure  5,  there  is  evidence  of 
mottling,  while  in  Figure  6  you  can  see  necrotic 
spots  on  the  back  of  the  leaves. 

No  one  has  documented  how  long  it  takes 
for  an  African  violet  to  show  signs  of  infection. 


This  trailer  crown  shows  mottling 
or  darker  spots  on  the  leaves. 


On  other  plants  this  varies  widely,  from  up  to 
two  months  on  a  cyclamen  to  less  than  five 
days  for  a  gloxinia.  Since  INSV  is  systemic  and 
can  be  found  throughout  an  infected  plant,  you 
can  not  save  the  plant  by  propagating  a  leaf 
cutting.  The  virus  may  be  ‘compartmentalized’ 
with  the  plant  host,  so  that  symptoms  may  not 
show  up  on  some  parts  of  the  plant,  or  they 


Necrotic  spots  on  the  back  of  leaves 
in  an  infected  plant. 
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may  not  show  up  at  all.  One  leaf  may  test 
positive  and  another  negative  on  the  same 
plant.  Transmission  of  INSV  is  almost 
exclusively  by  thrips.  There  is  a  rare  chance 
that  you  might  spread  the  virus  from  plant  to 
plant  by  moving  sap  when  grooming  leaves 
with  your  hands  or  tools,  but  thrips  are  a  far 
more  guaranteed  way  for  this  particular  virus  to 
spread  among  your  plants. 

Because  the  symptoms  of  INSV  so  closely 
resemble  other  conditions  of  African  violets, 
you  must  confirm  a  suspected  infection  with  a 
test  done  at  an  agricultural  extension  office  or 
plant  pathology  lab.  Test  kits  (ImmunoStrips) 
you  can  easily  use  yourself  are  available  from 
Agdia  (Agdia  Inc  30380  County  Rd.  6 
Elkhart,  Indiana  46514  1-800-622-4342, 
http://www.agdia.com) . 

The  thrips  lifecycle  and  how 
the  virus  is  transmitted. 

If  you  are  like  me,  you  may  not  have  paid 
much  attention  when  someone  talked  about  a 
pest’s  lifecycle.  ‘Just  tell  me  how  to  kill  them!  I 
don’t  want  to  hear  about  their  childhood.’  Pay 
attention  now  -  you  must  understand  the  thrips 
lifecycle  if  you  want  to  win  the  war  against 
them. 

The  size  and  lifecycle  of  thrips  make  them 
difficult  pests  to  spot  and  control.  You  may  see 
them  on  blossoms,  but  at  1/16  of  an  inch  long, 
they  may  be  overlooked  unless  you  notice  the 
spilled  pollen  on  those  blossoms.  They  are 
flower  thrips  and  pollen  is  their  major  source  of 
food,  but  they  can  feed  on  leaf  or  stem  tissue 
when  no  flowers  are  present. 

Thrips  are  well  equipped  for  survival.  The 
females  can  lay  eggs  and  reproduce  with  no 
males  present.  Females  have  ‘ovipositors’  -  little 
devices  on  their  backsides  that  deposit  the  eggs 


inside  plant  tissue,  out  of  the  reach  of  insecticide 
sprays.  After  a  few  days,  the  eggs  hatch  and  the 
larval  thrips  begin  feeding.  If  they  feed  on  INSV- 
infected  plant  tissue,  they  will  acquire  the  virus 
and  become  vectors  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
The  thrips  must  acquire  the  virus  during  their 
two  larval  stages  in  order  to  transmit  the  disease 
after  they  become  adults.  The  larvae  pupate  in 
the  soil,  also  out  of  the  reach  of  pesticide,  and 
emerge  as  infected  adults.  The  adult  thrips  are 
winged,  and  can  move  on  their  own  to  new 
plants,  where  they  will  spread  the  vims.  Non- 
infected  adult  thrips  cannot  acquire  the  vims  by 
feeding  on  infected  plant  material.  Adult  thrips 
that  acquired  the  vims  as  larvae  cannot  transmit 
the  vims  to  their  eggs. 

If  you  discover  a  thrips  infestation,  act  quick¬ 
ly.  Disbud  ALL  of  your  plants  COMPLETELY. 
You  must  spray  three  times,  at  5  to  7  day 
intervals  to  catch  the  adults,  adults  emerging 
from  pupae  in  the  soil,  and  eggs  hatching  into 
larvae.  Use  an  insecticide  effective  against 
thrips.  Conserve  is  currently  one  of  the  best 
pesticides  available  for  thrips.  Conserve  is  not 
labeled  for  application  in  home  interiors,  so  it  is 
best  to  spray  your  plants  outside.  Be  sure  to  read 
the  directions  carefully  and  do  not  overuse 
Conserve  or  similar  insecticides.  Overuse  of 
pesticides  has  resulted  in  resistant  strains  of 
thrips.  If  you  continue  to  have  problems,  rotate 
your  spraying  with  different  types  of  pesticides. 
Once  you  have  completed  your  spraying,  you 
should  continue  to  monitor  your  collection  for 
thrips  using  yellow  or  blue  sticky  traps. 

I  hope  I  have  convinced  you  that  thrips  are 
more  than  just  a  nuisance  pest  to  our  African 
violets.  INSV  wiped  out  most  of  my  violet 
collection.  Don’t  let  my  disaster  happen  to  your 
violets.  Take  steps  now  to  ensure  that  your 
plants  are  protected. 
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May  1  -  CALIFORNIA 

Montrose  and  Burbank  African  Violet  Societies 

Display  and  Sale 

Descanso  Gardens 

Van  de  Kamp  Hall 

1418  Descanso  Drive 

La  Canada  Flintridge,  CA 

Hours:  9  am  to  5  pm 

Info:  Vicki  Ringer  (818)  884  -  0537 

Email:  VickiRinger@aol.com 

May  1  &  2- WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society 
St.  Jude  the  Apostle  Church 
5th  &  Knapp  St. 

Oshkosh,  WI 

May  1  - 10  am  -  4:30  pm 
May  2  - 11:30  am  -  3  pm 
Info:  Kevin  Degner 
Email :  kevin_degner@sbcglobal.net 

May  1  &  2  -  OHIO 

Columbus  AVS 

Annual  AVSA  judged  Show/Sale 

Franklin  Park  Conservatory 

1777  E.  Broad  Street 

Columbus,  OH 

May  1  -  10  am  -  5  pm 

May  2 -10  am -4  pm 

Violet  Care  Workshops  available  both  days 

Contact:  Nancy  Carr  at  (614)  864  -  8130  or 

afvioletfan@insight.  rr.  com 

May  1  &  2  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Garden  State  AVC  Show/Sale 

Mercer  County  Community  College 

1200  OldTYenton  Road 

West  Windsor,  Nj 

May  1  -  Noon  -  6  pm 

May  2  -  9  am  -  4  pm 

Info:  Grace  Egan  (609)  737  -  3568 

grcegan@aol.com 

May  1  &  2  -  OHIO 

Cincinnati  AVS  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Eastgate  Mall,  4601  Eastgate  Blvd. 

Cincinnati,  OH 

May  1  -  Noon  -  9  pm 

May  2  -  Noon  -  5  pm 

Free  Parking  and  Admission 

Info:  www.cincyavs.com 

Penny  Wichman:  pennypwic@aol.com 

Al  Cenci:  acenci@cinci.rr.co. 


May  1  &  2  -  NEW  YORK 

AVS  of  Syracuse  Show/Sale 
Beaver  Lake  Nature  Center 
8477  East  Mud  Lake  Rd. 

Baldwinsville,  NY 

May  1  -  1  pm  -  6  pm 

May  2-  10  am -4:30  pm 

Info:  Kathy  Garbarino  (315)  829  -  3679 

Email:  kgarb@twncy.rr.com 

May  1  &  2  -  ONTARIO,  CANADA 

AVS  of  Canada  50th  Anniversary  Show/Sale 

Sponsored  by  Lakeshore  AVS 

Sherway  Gardens,  Centre  Square 

25  The  West  Mall 

Etobicoke,  Ontario,  Canada 

Both  Days:  1 1  am  -  6  pm 

Info:  Beverley  Williams  (905)  620  -  1 149 

Doris  Brownlie  (905)  270  -  6776 

Email:  jtbrownlie@idirect.com 

May  1  &  2  -  ILLINOIS 

Glenview/North  Shore  AVS  Display/Sale 
Chicago  Botanic  Gardens,  Glencoe,  IL 
Both  Days:  10  am  -  4:30  pm 
Info:  Barbara  Goodsell  (847)  729  -  1690 

May  7  &  8  -  MISSOURI 

Unpredictables  AVS/Sho  Me  AVC 

Combined  Show/Sale 

Loose  Park  Garden  Center 

51st  and  Womall 

Kansas  City,  MO 

May  7  -  sales  only  12-4  pm 

May  8  -  show  and  Sale  9  -3  pm 

Info:  Dick  Faris 

(816)  716-1300 

Email:  dickrich2001@yahoo.com 

May  7  &  8  -  Ohio 

Parmatown  AVS  Show/Sale 
Parmatown  Mall 
7441  N.  Ridgewood  Dr. 

Parma,  Ohio 

May  7: 12:30  pm  -  9  pm 
May  8:  9:00  am  -  6  pm 
Info:  Georgeann  Gohr  (330)  -  721  -  9371 
E-mail:  doodoo_g@hotmail.com 

May  7  &  8  -  OHIO 

Town  &  Country  AVS  Show/Sale 

The  Great  Lakes  Mall 

Mentor,  OH 

May  7  -  Noon  -  9  pm 

May  8-  10  am -3  pm 

Info:  Carole  McKnight  (440)  392  -  0643 

May  7& 8 -MARYLAND 

Baltimore  AVC  55th  Annual  Show/Sale 
The  Shops  at  Kenilworth 
800  Kenilworth  Dr,  Towson,  MD 
Both  Days:  9  am  -  5  pm 

May  8  -  WISCONSIN 

Sundowners  AVC  &  Crosstown  AVC  Sale 
Olbrich  Botanical  Gardens 
3330  Atwood  Ave,  Madison,  WI 
Hours:  9  am-3  pm 
Info:  Alice  Peterson 
(608)  833  -  5552 
Email:  peters56@tds.net 


May  8  OREGON 

Portlandia  Violet  Club  Display/Sale 

Other  plants  included 

Jantzen  Beach  Mall 

Hours:  10  am  -  8  pm 

Info.  Blanche  Bunker  (503)  761  -  7861 

May  8  &9  FLORIDA 

The  Violet  Patch  of  South  Florida  6th  Annual 

People’s  Choice  AV  non-judged  Show/Sale 

Flamingo  Gardens 

3750  S.  Flamingo  Road  Davie,  FL 

May  8-10  am-4  pm 

May  9-10  am-4  pm 

Info:  Jillian  Cain  (954)  288-  1154 

Email:  gojiIlian@bellsouth.net 

Website:  www.violetpatchofsouthflorida.com 

May  15  &  16  -  VIRGINIA 

Richmond  AVS  Show/Sale 
Lewis  Ginter  Botanical  Gardens 
1800  Lakeside  Avenue 
Richmond,  VA 
Both  Days:  9  am  -  5  pm' 

Info:  Rich  Follett  (540)  465-2976 
Email:  richfoll@yahoo.com 

May  29  -  CALIFORNIA 

AVS  of  San  Francisco  Display/Sale 
Hands-on  Workshops  on  cultivation,  growing, 
and  design  with  African  violets. 

San  Francisco  County  Fair  Bldg. 

9th  Ave  at  Lincoln  Way 
Hours:  9  am  -  5  pm 
Info:  Fred  (415)  664-9308 
Email:  garyrbeckl@yahoo.com 

June  19  &  20 -MISSOURI 

Metropolitan  St  Louis  AV  Council  55th  Annual 
Show/Sale 

Missouri  Botanical  Garden,  Orthwein  Hall 
4434  Shaw  Blvd,  St.  Louis,  MO 
Both  Days:  9  am  -  5  pm 
Info:  Marcia  Jacobs  (636)  464  -  7538 
Email:  violetlve2@scbglobal.net 
Martha  Nix  (314)  406  -  4628 
Email:  Marthanix@cbgundaker.com 

June  26  &  27 -ILLINOIS 

Illinois  AVS  55th  Anniversary 
Show/Sale/Educational  Exhibit 
Chicago  Botanic  Garden,  Glencoe,  IL 
Jun  26 -Noon -4:30  pm 
Jun  27  -  10  am -4:30  pm 
Judging  School  taught  by  Joyce  Stork 
6/26  at  10  am  -  School/Test  $20, 

Audit  of  Class  $10 

Test  6/27:  Register  deadline  May  29, 2010 

Info:  Barbara  Goodsell  (847)  729  -  1690 
429  Cherry  Ln,  Glenview,  IL  60025 
AVSA  Handbook for  Exhibitors,  Growers  & 
Judges  Required 
Purchase  through  AVSA  Office 
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Planning  the  ‘Trip  of  a  Lifetime’  for 

African  Violet  Lovers 

By  Rich  Follett 


I  have  mentioned  many  times  in  the  past 
three  years  my  enthusiasm  for  going  to 
Tanzania  to  see  African  violets  in  their  native 
habitat.  I  have  even  publicly  declared  my 
intention  to  make  this  journey  in  celebration  of 
my  fiftieth  birthday.  Two  years  ago,  after 
months  of  internet  research,  I  had  gathered  a 
wealth  of  information  and  a  thick  file  of 
resources,  but  I  still  had  no  idea  of  how  to  make 
this  dream  really  happen. 

Then,  I  learned  of  a  presentation  at  the 
school  where  I  teach.  The  topic?  Traveling  in 
Africa.  I  sat  in  utter  amazement  as  Mr.  Kerry 
Scott  of  Narrow  Gate  Trekking  -  a  retired  mili¬ 
tary  man  turned  professional  African  Tour 
Coordinator  -  shared  details  about  the  ins  and 
outs  of  traveling  in  Africa. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  program,  I 
approached  him  and  asked  if  he  had  ever  led  a 
group  to  Tanzania.  His  response?  “Oh,  yes  -  it  is 
one  of  my  favorite  African  destinations!”  I  then 
shared  my  dream  of  seeing  the  African  violet  in 
the  wild.  Mr.  Scott  listened  patiently,  and  after 
telling  me  that  he  really  hadn’t  ever  heard  much 
about  African  violets,  gave 
me  a  business  card  and 
encouraged  me  to  contact 
him. 

A  few  months  later,  we 
began  a  series  of  e-mails  in 
which  the  ‘trip  of  a  lifetime’ 
took  shape.  Mr.  Scott  even 
sent  me  some  ‘available  in¬ 
country  only’  brochures 
from  Holtkamp’s  growing 
facility  in  Tanzania.  At  last, 
the  trip  itinerary  is  set,  and 
a  departure  date  has  been 
scheduled  for  July  1 6th  of 
2010  -  only  two  months 
after  I  celebrate  my  fiftieth 


birthday!  Now,  the  only  remaining  obstacle  is  to 
find  other  fellow  travelers  to  make  up  a  party  of 
eight;  for  many  reasons,  the  full  complement 
must  be  reached  for  the  experience  to  be  the  best 
possible  adventure.  Mr.  Scott  is  working  to  attract 
travelers  through  his  business,  and  I  have  been 
telling  my  African  violet  friends  about  an  unfor¬ 
gettable  ten-day  African  violet  safari  this  summer. 

A  few  of  the  many  trip  highlights  are:  spend¬ 
ing  the  night  on  a  family-owned  Tanzanian  farm, 
guided  vehicular  and  foot  trekking  though  the 
Usambara  Mountains  (where  species  violets 
abound)  and  the  Masumbai  Rain  Forest,  visits  to 
the  Lake  Manyara  National  Park  and  Ngorongoro 
Crater,  a  full  day  game  drive  at  Tarangire  National 
Park,  and  an  optional  trip  extension  to  take  in 
Cape  Town  and  the  Western  Cape  Province.  The 
itinerary  is  amazing,  and  the  cost  is  far  less  than 
you  might  think.  If  you  would  like  to  learn  more 
or  reserve  a  space  on  the  2010  African  Violet 
Safari,  please  e-mail  me  at  richfoll@yahoo.com, 
and  I  will  direct  you  to  Mr.  Scott  and  Narrow  Gate 
Trekking. 


Ngorongoro  at  Dusk 
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Reflecting  on  Violet  Reflections 

By  Mary  S.  Schaeffer 


Several  years  ago  I  was  repotting  a  dozen  or 
more  violets  when  I  ran  into  a  brick  wall.  I  had 
one  of  my  first  trailers  out  of  the  pot  and  was 
trying  to  decide  what  size  it  should  go  in  next. 
Now,  most  of  you  probably  would  not  have 
gotten  this  far  without  knowing  where  you  were 
going,  but  planning  ahead  is  not  my  strong  suit. 
As  I  held  the  trailer  in  one  hand,  I  debated  with 
myself  which  was  the  proper  pot  to  put  it  in 
next.  And  then  a  light  went  off.  I  ran  to  my 
computer,  logged  onto  the  Violet  Reflections 
message  board  and  typed  in  my  questions. 
Within  minutes  I  had  my  answer  from  another 
member  who  happened  to  be  online  at  the  time 
and  had  the  expertise  I  was  looking  for. 

Who/What  is  Violet  Reflections? 

Violet  Reflections  is  kind  of  unique.  It  is  an 
online  group  of  over  1,000  members,  hosted  by 
Yahoo.  It  is  also  an  affiliate  of  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  America  (AVSA).  When  the  group 
started  in  May  2000  it  grew  quickly,  gaining  12 
new  members  within  its  first  24  hours  of  exis¬ 
tence.  By  no  means  is  it  the  only  online  group 
dedicated  exclusively  to  African  Violets,  but  it  is 
probably  the  largest.  It  is  a  friendly  online  com¬ 
munity  of  folks  passionate  about  their  violets.  It 
is  a  place  where  no  question  is  considered  too 
stupid  to  ask. 

Rachel  Mayer  founded  the  forum  when  she 
left  another  group  in  2000.  She  then  invited 
Millie  Reavis  and  Tina  Moreno  to  join  her  as  co¬ 
owners.  When  Tina  became  an  adoptive  parent 
she  no  longer  had  time  for  either  this  group  (or 
the  Love  for  Wasps  group) .  Sadly,  Rachel  passed 
leaving  the  responsibility  for  the  group  on 
Millie’s  very  able  shoulders.  She  quickly  invited 
Jana  K.  Strathmann  and  Cheryl  Johnston  to  join 
her  as  owners.  These  three  able  ladies  share  the 
responsibilities  for  running  this  group. 

Members  frequently  use  the  forum  to  find 
local  clubs  as  well  as  hard-to-find  supplies,  and 
they  encourage  each  other.  In  the  last  few 


months,  two  members,  with  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  other  participants,  have  been  trying  to 
set  up  new  local  clubs. 

Each  year  at  the  annual  AVSA  meeting,  a 
dinner  is  planned  so  those  online  buddies  can 
finally  meet  in  person.  The  group  is  a  huge  pro¬ 
ponent  of  the  AVSA  and  its  principles,  always 
reminding  members  to  get  their  Favorites  list 
in,  when  FC2  updates  are  available  and  of 
course,  publicizing  local,  regional  and  national 
shows. 

Like  several  other  groups,  it  offers  a  place  to 
post  questions  and  opinions,  has  a  monthly 
game  of  African  violet  bingo,  and  has  a  place 
to  post  both  pictures  of  your  violets  and  Swap 
lists.  Members  who  choose  can  have  an  online 
photo  album.  For  me  anyway,  it’s  lots  of  fun  to 
browse  through  other  people’s  albums  and  see 
how  their  plants  grow  for  them. 

Share  the  Joy 

Do  you  remember  when  you  got  your  first 
violets?  If  you  were  like  me,  for  some  time,  you 
only  had  a  few,  you  fussed  over  them  some¬ 
thing  fierce  -  and  you  wanted  more!  Often 
newbies  don’t  know  where  to  find  those  cher¬ 
ished  varieties  or  are  afraid  to  monkey  around 
with  blooming  plants.  Recognizing  this,  Rachel 
came  up  with  the  ‘Share  the  Joy’  program.  Its 
purpose  is  to  share  the  joy  of  growing  wonder¬ 
ful  violets  with  novice  violet  growers-but  not 
just  any  beginner. 

To  qualify  for  the  program,  the  person  must 
have  fewer  than  20  named  varieties,  actively 
participate  in  the  forum  for  three  months,  and 
send  the  assigned  donor  $15.  This  is  to  cover 
the  postage.  Donors  are  experienced  growers 
who  volunteer  to  send  plants,  leaves,  and 
whatever  else  they  feel  appropriate  to  their 
assigned  newbie.  About  25  matches  are  made 
each  year.  Having  participated  on  the  donor 
side,  I  can  tell  you  it  is  a  lot  of  fun  for  both 
parties. 
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The  Evening  Chat 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  intriguing  features  of 
this  particular  group  is  the  online  evening  chat, 
sometimes  featuring  guest  “speakers.”  To  partic¬ 
ipate,  all  you  need  is  a  computer  -  and  it  doesn’t 
need  a  speaker.  For,  the  entire  conversation  is 
typed.  They  start  at  9  PM  EST  and  typically  run 
for  an  hour.  Sometimes  there  is  a  featured  topic 
but  most  of  the  time  the  get  together  is  just  a 
group  of  African  violet  lovers  talking  about  their 
favorite  topic,  sharing  what’s  worked  for  them 
and  what  hasn’t. 

The  chat  takes  a  little  getting  used  to  -  all  of 
about  ten  minutes.  It  proceeds  only  as  quickly  as 
people  can  type.  So,  from  time  to  time,  there  will 
be  a  minute  or  two  with  what  seems  like  no 
activity.  Then,  all  of  the  sudden,  two  or  three 
messages  will  appear. 

More  than  occasionally  when  I’ve  participated, 
I’ve  been  horrified  to  see  how  poorly  I  type  under 
pressure  as  my  typos  proliferate.  If  there  is  a 
lecture  of  particular  interest  and  members  can’t 
make  it,  the  owners  have  been  gracious  enough 
to  post  the  chat  for  others  to  read  afterwards. 

For  those  interested,  there  is  another  regular 
online  chat  that  is  part  of  several  smaller  groups. 


If  you  are  around  on  Saturday  afternoons  and 
want  to  get  online  and  chat  with  growers  from 
around  the  world,  look  into  AV  International. 

Online  Groups 

Online  groups  provide  another  outlet  for  vio¬ 
let  camaraderie,  especially  for  those  who  do  not 
live  near  a  local  club  or  for  whatever  reason  can¬ 
not  make  the  meetings.  For  many  they  provide 
an  additional  avenue  to  expand  violet  friend¬ 
ships.  As  you  may  have  guessed,  there  are  a 
number  of  online  groups  devoted  to  violets. 
Each  has  their  own  focus  and  develops  their 
own  personality.  Violet  Reflections  is  about  shar¬ 
ing  violet  knowledge,  which  many  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  do  on  a  regular  basis. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the  group  doesn’t  have 
its  share  of  lurkers,  folks  who  read  but  rarely 
participate.  Every  group  has  them.  They  are 
welcome  at  Violet  Reflections  because  eventually 
they  dip  their  foot  in  the  discussion  waters  and 
become  full  fledge  participants. 

If  you  think  you  might  enjoy  participating  in 
a  group  like  Violet  Reflections,  I  suggest  you  get 
online  and  search  for  African  violet  groups.  You 
may  be  surprised  at  the  number  you  find. 


Wick  Watering  Basics 

By  Annette  Kennedy 


When  most  people  get  an  African  violet,  they 
are  not  sure  how  to  care  for  it,  so  they  put  it  on 
the  window  sill  and  water  it  every  few  days  and  it 
eventually  becomes  waterlogged,  rots,  and  dies. 

There  are  many  ways  to  water  African  violets, 
but  the  most  successful  is  wick-watering.  This  is 
not  just  a  case  of  buying  a  plant  and  inserting  a 
wick.  For  wick  watering,  it  is  also  important  for 
the  plant  to  be  in  the  correct  potting  mix  or  grow¬ 
ing  medium  for  this  system.  Many  African  violet 
potting  mixes  available  at  nurseries  or  garden 
centers  are  not  suitable  for  wick  watering  as  they 
are  soil-based,  too  heavy,  and  hold  too  much 
water. 

Wick  watering  starts  when  your  plant  is 
potted  into  its  pot.  First,  a  wick  is  inserted  into 
the  pot.  This  is  a  nylon/synthetic  cord  such  as 


nylon  pantyhose,  8  ply  nylon/acrylic  wool,  or 
Venetian  blind  cord.  Then,  the  plant  is  potted  into 
the  pot  using  a  soilless  potting  mix.  Soilless 
potting  mix  contains  no  dirt  or  compost,  and  is 
really  just  a  growing  medium,  with  the  main 
ingredients  being  peat  moss,  perlite,  and  vermi- 
culite.  It  is  important  to  feed  your  plant,  and  the 
easiest  way  to  do  this  is  when  you  water  it. 
Make  up  a  nutrient  solution  that  is  suitable  for 
wick  watering  African  violets  and  fill  a  container. 
Put  the  potted  plant  in  place  on  top  of  that 
reservoir,  with  the  wick  going  from  the  pot  into 
the  fertilized  water  below,  through  a  hole  in  the 
reservoir  lid.  The  nutrients  will  be  drawn  up  to 
the  plant  via  the  wick.  By  wick  watering,  your 
plant  is  being  constantly  fed,  which  will  encour¬ 
age  it  to  grow  and  flower. 
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Anatomy  of  an  Addiction 

By  Beatrice  S.  Neall 


I  didn’t  get  addicted  to  violets  upon  my  first 
exposure.  When  I  was  in  college  (back  in  the 
40’s),  I  acquired  a  leaf  that  I  planted  in  a  pot  of 
dirt.  To  encourage  it  to  grow,  1  told  my  boyfriend 
(now  hubby)  that  this  leaf  was  a  symbol  of  our 
love.  Month  after  month  went  by  and  nothing 
happened.  Finally  it  died.  When  I  unpotted  it,  I 
discovered  that  little  leaves  had  grown  too  far 
beneath  the  dirt  to  push  through  to  the  surface. 
In  spite  of  that 
inauspicious 
beginning,  my 
love  for  violets 
and  friend  Ralph 
survived. 

Some  years 
later,  I  saw  a 
display  of  violets 
in  a  friend’s  bay 
window.  The 
sight  of  fresh 
green  baby 
plants  growing  in 
a  pan  of  black 
soil  touched  my 
maternal  instincts.  I  knew  I  had  to  be  a  grower.  I 
wanted  a  big  family  so  that  there  would  always 
be  interesting  developments  to  watch.  But  I 
wasn’t  quite  prepared  for  how  rapidly  the  family 
increased,  especially  since  I  granted  every 
pregnant  leaf,  plantlet,  and  sucker  the  right  to 
life.  The  window  ledges  filled  up,  then  glass 
shelves  over  the  windowpanes,  then  the  bench 
in  front  of  the  bay  window.  My  baby  even  got 
dispossessed  of  his  “bathinet”  as  the  violets  took 
over  the  lid. 

I  bought  Helen  Van  Pelt  Wilson’s  African 
Violet  Book  and  became  more  avidly  involved 
with  the  growing  process.  I  made  Ralph  stop  the 
car  while  I  dug  up  leaf  mold,  gravel,  and  well- 
rotted  cow  pies.  In  those  days,  we  prided 
ourselves  on  multi-ingredient  soil.  I  smelled  the 
house  out  sterilizing  the  stuff  in  the  oven. 


Next  I  wanted  fluorescent  lights.  Ralph  and  I 
designed  the  shelves,  and  the  great  day  arrived 
when  they  were  built  and  painted,  with  lights 
installed.  I  was  thrilled  with  how  the  plants 
thrived  and  bloomed  under  those  lights. 
(According  to  my  photos  they  were  all  blue!)  The 
violet  cabinet  stood  in  front  of  our  picture 
window,  lighting  up  not  only  the  living  room,  but 
also  the  neighborhood.  Soon  I  put  up  a  sign, 

AFRICAN  VIO¬ 
LETS  FOR  SALE, 
and  made  many 
new  friends  with 
my  plants. 

Then  our 
traveling  years 
began.  Though  I 
parted  with  my 
violet  family  the 
year  we  went  to 
Bermuda,  1  car¬ 
ried  a  tiny  plastic 
container  of  wet 
Kleenex  with 
tiny  suckers  of 
White  Madonna,  Lady  Geneva,  Pink  Girl  (?)  and 
other  wonders  of  that  time.  In  a  few  months,  I 
introduced  them  to  the  Bermudians.  Then  came 
the  time  when  we  had  to  sell  all  our  possessions 
and  move  to  the  lowland  tropics  of  Southeast 
Asia.  Violets  and  gloxinias  refused  to  grow  in  our 
steamy,  hot  weather.  I  had  to  be  content  with 
other  delights  -  hibiscus,  frangipani,  and 
bougainvilleas. 

On  furlough  years  at  the  Theological  Seminary 
in  Michigan,  I  designed  a  cabinet  with  shelves  for 
books  and  violets.  Soon  violets  brightened  our 
studies  as  we  wrestled  with  theology  and 
philosophy.  On  the  cold,  dark  days  when  snow 
swirled  outdoors,  I  loved  the  cheery  warmth  of 
the  lighted  violets  in  our  little  apartment. 
(Suggestion:  violet  shelves  can  be  a  beautiful 
part  of  interior  decorating.) 


Beatrice  Neall  selling  her  violets  at  a  sale  in  Lincoln . 
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When  we  moved  to 
Lincoln,  Nebraska  in  1977,  I 
made  my  greatest  discovery 
-  here  was  a  town  with 
violet  shows  and  sales,  plus 
the  Lincoln  African  Violet 
Society.  I  met  expert  growers 
like  Sybil  Behrens,  Chuck 
Cromer,  and  Kent  and  Joyce 
Stork  (A  recent  addition  was 
B.  J.  Ohme,  -  watch  for  his 
exhibits  in  this  magazine.) 

Besides  informational  pro¬ 
grams,  each  meeting  had  a 
clinical  phase  where  we 
could  bring  in  our  problems 
for  diagnosis  and  suggested 
remedies.  Even  during  our 
year  in  Australia,  we  found  a  violet  society 
nearby. 

The  time  came  when  we  decided  to  move 
south.  Right  around  the  corner  from  our  new 
residence  was  a  house  with  a  sign  in  front, 
“African  Violets.”  We  soon  met  Beatrice  “Bea” 
Stinchfield,  who  grew  hundreds  of  violets  in  her 


basement.  She  originated 
the  Chattanooga  African 
Violet  Society  with  meetings 
in  her  house  over  a  period  of 
years.  This  lively  society 
keeps  up  with  the  latest 
developments  in  violet 
culture  and  has  already 
hosted  a  regional  con¬ 
vention  -  the  Dixie  African 
Violet  Convention  -  last 
year.  There  are  only  two  or 
three  African  violet  societies 
in  all  of  Tennessee,  and  I 
moved  right  around  the 
corner  from  one! 

Through  the  years  I  have 
lost  many  collections  of 
violets  -  through  moving,  gas  leaks,  cyclamen 
mites,  softened  water,  over-  fertilization,  and 
other  calamities.  But  my  disappointment  is 
always  brightened  with  hope  as  I  start  from 
scratch  and  in  a  few  months  have  a  new  display 
of  bright,  healthy  plants.  I  am  hopelessly  hooked 
on  violets. 


Bea  Stinchfield  at  93  still  grows 
hundreds  of  violets. 


Our  cookbook,  with  650  recipes,  is  ready  for  sale! 

The  cost  of  this  beautiful  cookbook  is 
$15.00  plus  shipping,  as  follows:  $5.00  flat  fee  ships  1  book; 
$10.00  for  2;  shipping  for  3  books  is 
$12.00  to  any  domestic  location. 

For  orders  of  more  than  3  books,  please  call  for  shipping  quote: 
610-622-1805.  There  is  no  discount  for  multiple  orders 
but  shipping  will  be  calculated  per  order. 

Make  check  payable  to  AVS  Springfield  and  send  to: 

Peggy  Mooney 
1016  Broadway  Ave 
Secane,  PA  19018. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  Springfield,  PA  is  looking  forward  to  hosting  the 
Philadelphia  201 1  Convention.  This  fund  raiser  will  help  us  make  it  a  memorable  event. 

Thanks  for  your  support  in  this  effort. 
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MRS  STREP  STREPS 

Streptocarpus,  Chiritas,  Kohlerias,  plus  many  other  Gesneriads: 

Email  for  list  of  available  plants  by  mail  order. 
A Kathy  Spissman,  4086  Brownlee  Dr., 

Tucker,  GA  30084,  770-939-5289 
Call  for  an  appointment  and  directions  when  you  are  in 
the  area.  Tucker  is  just  a  few  miles  east  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Look  for  my  auctions  on  EBAY  -  Kathystrep  •  Mrsstrepstreps @ Comcast. net 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Slnningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372  S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Price  list:  $1 .00 

Springfield,  MO  6 5 8 04  Web  site :  www. davesviolets .com 


The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 


Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MAO  1730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US fwuls/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


CLASSIFIED  AD 


Three  Oak  Violets:  leaves  of  semis  and  minis  from 
award-winning  grower.  No  minimum  U.S.  only. 
http://threeoakviolets.weebly.com 


The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway 

Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

(303)761-1770  Established  1 969 

See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 

www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 

INSECTS,  PESTS  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  FAMILY 
—  :M:  Sook  by?  Nancy  IZobitaitle 

514  324-1969  $12_49<U5D) 

+$io.  50  Shipping  and  handling 

6rell:^fK‘  Total:  (USD> 

grcc n  t h  u  m  b pres s.  co m 


c  edar  Creek  Violet 

V  P.O.Box  113  'v 

Stanford,  KY  40484 
Ph  -  606-282-3432 

African  Violets,  Chiritas,  Columneas  & 
Other  Gesneriads . Plants  or  Cuttings! 

fK 

Eat  a  Bullfrog  first  thing  each  morning  and  nothing 
worse  will  happen  to  you  the  rest  of  the  day! 

Current  Catalog  $3.00 
Or  order  online  at 

www.orderafricanviolets.com 

Special:  25  leaves  (our  choice)  for  $28.00  ppd. 

Six  plants  (our  choice)  $30.00  ppd. 

You  may  choose  mini/semi,  standard,  trailers  or  mix. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover  Card,  AMX 
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Save  the  Wild  S  aintpaulia 

Will  the  Wild  Ah  ican  Violet  Survive? 

\  A  f  lid  *Saintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very  limited 
V  ▼  habitat  in  a  handful  of  mountain  and  coastal  rainforests 
known  by  scientists  as  the  Eastern  Arc.  M  uch  of  the  Arc 


rainforests  have  been  destroye 


by 


The  Alrica  n  Ri  mlorest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  ha  hitat. 
You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

$5  o.oo  -  Contributor 
$100.00  -  Rahki  (Friend) 

$  2  5o  .  oo  -  Nd  (C  omrade) 

$5  oo.oo  -  Bwana  an  Bibi  (Patr  on) 

$  1 ,000.00  Ml  nfadi  (Conservator) 

$5  ,000.00  IMezi  (G  uardian) 

Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  made  to: 

Ah  ican  Rainforest  Conservancy'  Sho  Broadway,  Suite  202 
New  York,  NY  10012 


§elective_ 


Qardener 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 

Download  a  free  1 0  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


REED'S 

Greenhouse 


100’s  African  violets  and  supplies 
Online  growing  help  and  photos 
Fast  shipping  of  all  supplies 
Online  Message  forums 


www.REEDSGREENHOUSE.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1 954 

Introducing  some  of  our  NEW  varieties  to  tempt  you  for  2010: 


Snowkissed  Plum 
Splendid  Chaos 
Heaven's  Smile 
Red  Rocket 
Spun  Sugar 


Perfect  Harmony 
Hearts  Aflutter 
Sierra  Sunrise 
Cosmic  Art 
Lacy  Lass 


Lucky  Devil  Gum  Drop 

To  receive  our  2010  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  mountains!  Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 


To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.lyndonlyOn.COin 


_ 
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P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  12  =  $76.86  24  =  $144.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 
w/4Two  Lamp  Fixtures 
and  WS  Lamps 
4  Shelves  8  Trays 
74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D 


ALL  PRICES  PREPAID, 

MICHIGAN  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX 
VISA.  MASTERCARD,  DISCOVER,  CHECKS  &  COD'S  ACCEPTED 

FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  FI  x  27“  W  x  12"  D 


>*d  Gree^0> 

W  Apex,  NC 

At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 


91 9-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


Buckeye  &  Bluegrass  Violets 
New  Releases  for  2010 

New  Buckeye  Whites  and  Fantasies 
Jolly’s  and  Celinas  from  H.  Pittman 

2010  color  catalog  $3.00  US/$5.00  International 
Send  stamps  or  checks  to  Pat  Hancock 
7132  Shurz  Rd.  •  Middletown,  OH  45042 
(513)  4250308 
Pat.hancock@hughes.net 
See  other  releases  at  www.buckeyeviolets.com 


JoS  Violets 

African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 
www.geocities.com/iosviolets  or 

send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr  Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344  josviolets@yahoo.com 


ts  Pet$ 


African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 

Please  be  patient. 

Due  to  health  issues, 
orders  may  not  be  filled  until  August. 
E-mail:  patspets@sbcglobal.net 


Producing  and  Selling  African  Violet  Seeds  Since  1976 
Please  visit  us  at  NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com 

Order  Line:  314-918-5853 


African  Violets  for 
Everyone 

by  Ruth  Coulson 

The  book for  all  lovers  of  African  violets 

Includes  a  CD  of  images  and 
an  informative  presentation. 

180  x  240  mm  (7  x  9  1/2  in.) 
Paperback,  90  p.,  12  full  colour. 

$28.50  plus  postage  $14.00  in 
US/Can.,  $3.90  Aust. 

(Australian  currency) 

Enquire  for  other  postal  zones. 
Discounts  apply  for  10  or  more  copies. 

Orders  and  contact: 

Mail:  5  Colban  Street, 

Balcolyn  NSW  2264  Australia 
Email:  ruthcoulson@iprimus.com.au 
Online:  www.africanvioletsforeveryone.net 
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S'atly’t  fPlanto  <£  Clntiqued 

W  %<uc  751 
920  Millington 
Winfield ,  JCantad  67/56 

African  Violets  and  their  relatives.  Send 
$2.00  for  our  Spring  catalog  or 
Visit  our  web  site  at 


Oyama  Pots 


•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated  #1  in  tests. 


-  Wick  Saucers 

-  AgroSun  Light 
Bulbs 


•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available.  -  Self-watering  Pots 

- -  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG  _  Leaf  Rings 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


Hours:  10:00  AM  until  5:30  PM  Tues.  thru 
Sat.,  1:00  PM  thru  6:00  PM  Sun. 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  pattv@ppa.kscoxmail . com 


African  Violets  &  Supplies 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Leaves, 
Species,  and  Vintage  Varieties 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures. 
Send  $3  for  our  print  version  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  mpetry@embarqmail.com  Phone  (717)  528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 
The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 

WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Today! 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:1-229-574-5605 
P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773  E-mail:  tvioletS@aol.com 

http://travisviolets.com 

NEW  2010  SHIPPING  SEASON! 

3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 


WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens* 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


)j<  PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Home  of  the  ‘Country'  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  1 1 1 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@eomcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeaux,  QC  H9B  1L5 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Oyama 

ir  self-watering  Planters 

DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


<sQ 


yw.gesneriadsecietyjQi:g  / 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthus,  Chirita,  Columnea,  Drymonici,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page- manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  w-rth  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  981)22  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  flie  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  On; 

n  Interact  with  other 

eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
as  an  information  exchange  platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


Pteuen-  i  Plant  PI  hop, 

African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 


234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221-3832  •  (210)922-0208 


VMS 

Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fram^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 
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Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

janPb  avicls 


941  FM  2377 
Red  Oak,  Texas  75154 
Fax  (972)  617-1198 


JauLclson 

(972) 617-1186 
email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 
For  CATALOG 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8’  r„ 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta  3- 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 
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"Violet  Barn 

9-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 
Home  of  ‘ Rob's*  and  ‘Ma’ s’  hybrids.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

MA'S  FUZZY  SLIPPERS.  Lovely  sdbl.  white  pansies  with 
distinctive,  frilly  deep  pink  edges.  Heavily  serrated, 
variegated  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  PARIS  AFFAIR.  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  deep  pink  pansies 
heavily  splashed  with  white  fantasy  streaks.  Perfectly 
growing,  dark,  variegated  foliage.  Easy  grower,  and 
bloomer,  nice  showplant.  $7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

ROB'S  ASTRO  ZOMBIE.  Sdbl.  deep  blue-purple  stars  with 
lots  of  very  bright  rose-pink  puffs  throughout.  Dark, 
pointed,  foliage.  Easy  grower,  profuse  bloomer, 
"other  worldly"  blooms.  Semimini  $7.00 

ROB'S  JACUZZI  FLOOZIE.  Round,  sdbl,  white  pansies  with 
fuchsia-red  side-stripes.  Round,  heavily  variegated 
foliage.  Semimini  chimera.  $12.00 


NEW  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

BLUE  SKIRT  (Golubye  Inbochki).  Large,  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  'thumbprints'  on  petals.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  CZARITZA  MAGNOLIA  (Tsaritsa  magnoliya).  Large, 
double  white  stars,  medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  HANGING  GARDENS  (Sady  semiramidy).  Wow!  Very 
large  and  double  red  stars.  Medium  green  foliage. 
$7.00 

EK  RAINBOW  OF  LOVE  (Raduga  Ljubvil).  Large,  hot-pink 
dbl.  stars.  Dark,  red-backed  foliage.  $7.00 

SWEETIE  (Konfetka).  Double  hot-pink  pansies  with 
greenish-white  edges.  Medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

TOUCH  ME  NOT  (Nedotroga).  Double  white  stars  with 
dark  pink  eye  and  'thumbprint'.  Medium  green 
foliage.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  new  and  recent  'Russian' 
varieties! 


NEW  STREPTOCARPUS 

BRISTOL'S  COSTUME  PARTY.  Fringed,  bright  lavender- 
purple  sdbl.  with  dark  purple  veining  from  throat  and 
rose-pink  fantasy.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  JIMMIES.  Adorable!  Carmine-pink  sdbl.  blooms 
with  sporadic  white  fantasy  streaks.  Very  heavy, 
constant  bloomer  on  a  small-growing  plant.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  PINK  PRISS.  Lovely,  fringed,  deep  shell-pink 
blooms  with  butter-yellow  throat.  Dark,  quilted, 
foliage.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SALT  SHAKER.  Fantastic!  Very  unusual, 

ocean-blue  blooms  heavily  peppered  and  streaked  in 
sparkling  white  fantasy.  Non-stop  blooms  over  easy, 
dark,  foliage.  Excellent.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SUNBEAM.  Large,  brilliant  white  blooms  with 
large,  even  brighter,  yellow  throat.  You'll  need 
sunglasses!  $6.00 

...Hundreds  more  listed  on  our  web-site  and  catalog, 
other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each,  minis  and  streps 
at  $5.00 

$350  in  cash  and  prizes  offered  at  the  2010  Show  for 
our  hybrids! 


HAVE  THESE  RECENT  FAVORITES? 

MA'S  FAT  FROGGIE.  Huge,  fully  dbl.  white  star  carnation 
blooms  with  thick,  deep  green  edging.  Wavy, 
variegated  std.  foliage.  $8.00 

MA'S  GLASS  SLIPPER.  Frilly  sdbl.  white  pansies  with  blue 
speckling  in  edge  of  pink.  Wavy,  serrated,  variegated 
standard  foliage.  $7.00  , 

MA'S  HICKIE.  Introduced  late  in'09  so  new  to  most.  Sdbl. 
white  pansies  with  lavender  side  stripes,  variable, 
ruffled  green  edge.  Variegated  standard  foliage. 
Chimera.  $17.00 

ROB'S  CHILLY  WILLY.  Best  mini  at  2008  AVSA.  Dbl. 

sparkling  white  to  silver  fluted  stars  with  blue  overlay 
and  edges.  Tiny  white,  yellow,  and  green  variegate 
miniature  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  COMBUSTIBLE  PIGEON.  Best  New  Cultivar  and  Best 
semimini  at  2008  AVSA.  Sdbl.  pink  pansies  with  blue 
fantasy  and  white  edging.  Lovely  green,  gold 
variegated  semimini  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  PLAID  SKIRT.  Eye-catching  sdbl.  pink  stars  with  blue 
splashes  and  white  edges.  Cream,  green  variegated 
semimini.  $5.00 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS.  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcias,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

PRICES:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  15,  add  $12  per  order  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 
We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  our  web-site  or  call  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $35  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME-SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  A T  WWW. VIOLETBARN.COM 


Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  1-5  p.m. 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  www.theviolethouse.com  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  p.m.,  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 
check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail <beflkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynn_lombard@worldnet.att.net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valornet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annanbale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Philadelphia,  PA  /  Cherry 
Hill,  NJ  May  15 -May  22,  2011. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  603  N.  San  Francisco  St.,  Flagstaff,  AZ 
86001.  A  registration  fee  of  $15  is  required.  Email 
<ruthloomis@msn.com> 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery  .  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bmns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bmns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-2667.  E-mail  <janice@q wip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to:  Meredith 
Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY.  Please 
check  for  new  prices  on  AVSA  Show  Packets. 

Rates  for  SSA  packet  and  AVSA  collection  rosettes:  SSA 
PACKET  PACKET,  NO  ROSETTES  -  $5;  SSA  PACKET  WITH  1 
OR  2  ROSETTES  -  $12.50;  SSA  Packet  with  2  sets  of  rosettes 

-  $20.00;  SSA  packet  with  3  sets  of  rosettes  -  $27.50. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or 
mechanical,  without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles 
are  property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without 
Editor’s  permission.  AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  E-mail  <rrumsey@earthlink.net>. 
ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND 
MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1 ;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar.  issue 

-  Jan.  1 ;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July  issue  -  May  1 ;  Sept,  issue  - 
July  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1 . 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast.net>  (Ad  rates  bn  web  site: 
AVSA.org) . 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/ Apr.  issue  -  Jan.  1 ;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July/ Aug. 
issue  -  May  1;  Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  - 
Sept.  1. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  Tor  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office 
in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization, 
at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 

Subscription  $50.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  2009  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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President’s  Message  941  f.  m.  2377  •  Red  oak,  tx  75154 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President  Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


I  know  that  everyone  had  a  great 
time  at  the  AVSA  convention  in 
Raleigh,  NC.  In  this  issue  of  the  AVM 
you  will  find  the  list  of  show  winners, 

(page  22)  and  the  society  awards  (page 
12).  See  the  photo  of  the  showroom 
and  the  very  unique  Tree  of 
Winners , '  at  the  bottom  of  this  page. 

Only  Olive  Ma  Robinson  could  have 
come  up  with  such  a  creative  idea,  and  I 
want  to  thank  her  for  all  of  her  hard  work. 

I  want  to  congratulate  Bill  Foster  and  Sue 
Ramser.  Bill  entered  AVSA’s  Hall  of  Fame,  and 
Sue  received  the  Honorary  Life  Member 
Award.  (See  their  photos  on  page  51.)  These 
awards  are  given  to  long-term  members  whose 
dedication,  commitment,  and  service  have  made 
an  impact  on  our  society. 

The  Raleigh  Convention  and  Show  Com¬ 
mittees  did  an  outstanding  job.  I  want  to  thank 
Tom  Glembocki,  Brenda  Petry,  Penny  Wichman, 
Laurene  Jones,  and  their  committee  members,  for 
all  their  hard  work  and  service  to  AVSA  in 
putting  on  the  convention. 

A  very  important  committee  was  recently 
appointed  to  look  into  possible  changes  in  the 
AVSA  conventions.  The  committee  produced  a 
questionnaire  for  those  attending  the  conven¬ 
tion  -  it  is  important  that  everybody  submit 


their  questionnaire  to  Linda  Hall.  It  is 

not  too  late  to  submit  your  recom¬ 
mendations  about  the  future  con¬ 
ventions. 

I  want  to  thank  the  following 
retiring  AVSA  Committee  Chairs  for 
their  outstanding  service: 

Anne  Nicholas  -  Nominating 
Committee  and  Mary  Boland  - 
Resolutions  Committee. 

Both  of  these  members  continue  to  support 
AVSA. 

We  welcome  the  new  AVSA  Committee 
Chairs: 

Gail  Podany  -  Nominating  Committee 

Laurene  Jones  -  Resolutions  Committee 

The  AVSA  Executive  Committee  will  have 
their  fall  meeting  at  the  Ohio  State  Convention  in 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  September  16  -  18,  2010.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  meeting  the  Ohio  mem¬ 
bers  and  seeing  their  show. 

If  I  can  be  of  assistance  to  any  member  of 
AVSA,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me.  My  contact 
information  and  that  of  all  your  officers  can  be 
found  on  page  2  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine .  Also,  here  is  my  home  phone  num¬ 
ber:  (972)  617-1186. 

Thanks  to  all  our  members  for  supporting 
AVSA. 


Raleigh  Showroom 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


The  AVSA  convention  seems  to 
pass  far  too  quickly,  but  we  manage 
to  make  the  most  of  it.  The  conven¬ 
tion  host  group  did  a  wonderful  job, 
and  Raleigh,  NC,  is  indeed  a  lovely 
city. 

Having  so  much  more  color  in  the 
AVM  has  allowed  me  to  run  many 
more  articles  with  color  photographs. 

And,  from  what  I’ve  been  hearing 
from  you,  our  membership,  the  new  size  and 
additional  color  are  a  big  hit! 

That  gorgeous  plant  on  the  cover  of  this  issue, 
Lucien  Croteau,’  won  Best  in  Show  in 
Raleigh,  and  was  also  Best  Standard  and  Best 
Standard  Fantasy.  The  grower,  Tom  Greer,  of 
Atlanta,  GA,  had  many  other  beautiful  entries. 
Find  a  list  of  all  the  National  Show  Winners  on 
page  22  in  this  issue. 

At  the  convention,  some  very  surprised  long¬ 
time  members  of  AVSA  were  honored  for  their 
years  of  dedication,  selfless  devotion,  and  hard 
work.  I  was  so  pleased  to  see  my  dear  friend  and 
mentor,  Bill  Foster,  inducted  into  that  small 
group  of  remarkable  people  listed  in  AVSA’s  Hall 


of  Fame.  (Way  to  go,  “Boss!”) 

Read  about  all  of  those  honored 
for  their  service  to  our  society  on 
page  12. 

And,  I  have  some  other  good  news 
to  share.  Jenny,  our  AVSA  Office 
Manager,  is,  at  last,  a  grandmother! 

Lilly  Janet  Daugereau  arrived  on 
Mother’s  Day,  and  Jenny  is  very 
happy! 

On  page  14  you’ll  find  the  ad  for  the 
cookbook,  “Thyme  With  Violets.”  This  mar¬ 
velous  cookbook  is  a  fundraiser  for  the  2011 
Philadelphia  AVSA  convention.  As  a  collector  of 
cookbooks,  and  as  a  cook,  I  urge  you  to  order 
this  book!  It  is  truly  a  bargain  at  $15,  and 
contains  650  recipes  contributed  by  AVSA  mem¬ 
bers  from  all  over  the  world!  The  cover  is  a 
hardback  binder,  and  there  are  sturdy  dividers 
betweens  the  various  sections.  (On  page  308 
you’ll  find  my  family’s  favorite  dessert  -  The 
Tower  of  Chocolate!) 


Bill  Price,  Bill  Foster  &  Elmer  Godetxy 


Donna  & 
Steve  Turner 
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Email :  avsa@earthlink.net 


Office  Update 

By  Jenny  Daugereau ,  AVSA  Office  Manager 


Wow!  What  a  great  convention  we 
had  in  Raleigh,  NC.  The  show  plants 
were  beautiful,  the  tours  exciting,  and 
the  presentations  were  very  informa¬ 
tive.  I  had  such  a  great  time.  We 
toured  Bluebird  Greenhouses  and  saw 
the  many  African  violets  grown 
there.  We  got  to  spend  some  time 
with  Libbie  and  Tom  Glembocki 
and  see  a  working  greenhouse.  I  was 
also  able  to  attend  the  Little  Theater  tour 
with  many  of  our  AVSA  members,  try  North 
Carolina  Barbeque,  and  had  a  great  time  visiting 
with  all  my  old  and  new  AVSA  friends. 

I  want  to  thank  Josane  Wagner  for  making 
sure  I  had  plenty  of  help  at  the  AVSA  registration 
desk.  Ann-Marie  Keene  was  a  fixture  at  the 
desk  and  was  there  almost  every  minute  it  was 
open.  It  was  so  great  getting  to  know  her  and 
spending  time  with  one  of  the  younger  members 
in  our  society.  Another  big  thanks  goes  out  to 
Lenny  Winter.  He  was  helpful  at  my  desk,  but 
also  ran  all  over  the  hotel  helping  out  with 
whatever  was  needed.  Thanks  to  all  who  worked 
the  AVSA  Registration  desk.  I  really  appreciate  all 
your  help. 

I  have  the  most  wonderful  news  to  share.  I 
became  a  Grandmother  for  the  first  time  on 
Mother’s  Day  when  Lilly  Janet  Daugereau  was 
born.  It  was  the  best  gift  a  mother  can  get  on 


Mother’s  Day,  and  what  joy  she 
brings  into  my  life!  I  look  forward  to 
spending  as  much  time  with  her  as  I 
can,  and  spoiling  her  rotten. 

The  office  is  slowing  down  for  the 
summer.  Now  is  the  time  to  check 
your  membership  to  make  sure  you 
are  current,  and  to  order  the  new 
DVD’s  from  the  Raleigh  Convention: 
221  DVD  Growing  Violet  Trailers 
by  Bill  Price  -  $19.95,  and  222  DVD 
Species  to  Spectacular  by  Pat  Hancock  - 
$19.95.  These  wonderful  DVDs  are  now  avai¬ 
lable  through  the  office,  and  are  a  “must  have” 
for  African  violet  growers. 

We  also  have  the  beautiful,  new  AVSA 
calendar  for  2011.  It  is  not  too  early  to  order  for 
next  year  while  quantities  last.  Mail  payment  to 
the  office  or  call  us  to  order  using  Visa  or  Master 
Card. 

Affiliate  clubs:  Please  take  time  to  verify 
that  your  membership  is  current.  If  you 
have  had  a  change  in  officers,  please  send 
them  to  the  office.  We  will  be  working  on  our 
Affiliate  List  for  the  AVSA  web  site,  and  we  need 
the  current  information  to  ensure  that  your  affili¬ 
ate  is  included. 

It  is  also  not  too  late  to  get  Liability 
Insurance  for  your  club  for  the  year  2010. 

Contact  the  office  for  information  on  how  to  order  it. 


Raleigh! 


Leonard  Re 


Cindi  Nofzinger  & 
Laurel  Goretsky 


Bill  Ferrand 


Linda  Hall  & 
Meredith  Hall 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Go  rets  ky 


Jolly  Jubilee 

From  2nd  Best  AVS A  Collection 
Exhibited  by:  Marie  Bums 
Hybridized  by:  H.  Pittman 
Miniature 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Cirelda 

Exhibited  by:  John  Carter 
Hybridized  by-.  P.  Tracey 
Semiminiature  Trailer 
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Ill  Search  of  New  Violets  Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  The  Indiana  Academy  Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


At  first  glance,  it  would  seem  that 
writing  this  column  would  use 
information  only  from  the  area  of 
science.  While  that  is  generally  true, 
genetics  also  involves  a  fair  amount 
of  math  application  when  looking  at 
the  probabilities  of  a  cross.  Sometimes 
other  areas  of  knowledge,  such  as  art 
and  history,  are  needed  as  illustrated 
by  the  first  question  in  this  column. 

0:  All  the  African  violet  literature  I 
have  ever  read  says  that  the  first  pink 
blossoms  did  not  appear  until  in  the 
1930s  or  1940s  and  the first  double  pinks 
came  thereafter.  All  of  the  species’  and 
cultivars  of  that  time  had  blooms  that 
were  purple ,  blue ,  or  white.  However,  in 
the  First  Quarter  2009  (Vol.  59,  No.  1 ) 
issue  of  GESNER1 ADS,  on  page  45  there  is 
a  reproduction  of  a  1902  illustration  from 
Revue  Horticole  showing  what  looks  like 
pink/red  blooms.  So  when  did  pink  blooms 
occur ? 

A:  After  checking  my  resources,  I  think  I 
have  an  explanation  for  this  contradiction  in 
dates.  The  Benary  Seed  House  reported  a  red- 
violet  African  violet  in  1898.  They  also  reported 
a  white  form  around  that  time.  Those  could 
have  been  the  plants  depicted  in  the  Revue 
Horticole  illustration  (which  is  a  very  nice 
historical  illustration  by  the  way) .  1  suspect  that 
these  early  plants  were  red-violets,  more  of  a 
magenta  shade  and  not  what  we  consider  now 
to  be  “pinks”. 

The  first  “pink”,  according  to  my  sources, 
was  a  sport  in  1942  of  Blue  Boy,  one  of  the 
Original  10  commercial  African  violets.  The 
plant  was  called  ‘Pink  Beauty’.  Hybridizers 
didn’t  develop  pink  doubles  until  1954 
although  there  were  more  single  pinks  before 
that  time. 


Q:  If  an  individual  bloom 
stalk  on  a  plant  sports  from  a 
pansy  shape  to  the  star  shape, 
which  trait  would  the  pollen 
from  these flowers  carry? 

A:  A  change  from  pansy  shape  to 
star  shape  does  happen  in  African 
violets  from  time  to  time.  This  could 
be  a  way  to  get  a  new  trait  (star 
shape  blooms)  from  a  plant  that 
otherwise  doesn’t  have  the  trait, 
allowing  the  hybridizer  a  kind  of  short  cut  in 
their  crosses.  Pansy  shape  is  a  genetic 
dominant  while  star  shape  is  a  genetic 
recessive.  If  all  of  the  flowers  on  a  bloom  stalk 
have  sported  to  the  star  shape,  I  would 
probably  expect  the  pollen  to  carry  the  recessive 
trait.  Since  all  of  the  flowers  are  sported,  this 
likely  means  that  all  of  the  tissue  that  made  up 
the  bloom  stalk  was  changed  and  the  new  trait 
should  be  passed  on  to  the  pollen.  If  only  a 
single  flower  on  the  bloom  stalk  has  sported, 
then  it  might  only  be  a  developmental  expres¬ 
sion  problem  in  that  one  flower.  As  such,  it  is 
less  likely  to  be  a  true  sport  and  show  up  in  the 
pollen. 

The  way  to  confirm  which  trait  the  pollen  is 
carrying  is  to  do  a  test  cross  on  a  plant  with  star 
shaped  flowers.  If  100%  of  the  offspring  are  star 
shaped,  the  pollen  from  the  sported  flower  was 
carrying  the  recessive  trait.  Recessive  crossed 
with  recessive  should  give  you  100%  recessive 
offspring.  If  some  of  the  offspring  show  the 
pansy  shape,  then  at  least  part  of  the  pollen 
was  still  carrying  the  original  pansy  trait. 
Dominant  crossed  with  recessive  would  give 
you  some  dominant  offspring. 

Q:  Do  all  African  violets  have  complete 
flowers,  with  male  and female  parts? 

A:  Yes,  generally  speaking,  African  violets  do 
have  complete  flowers.  However,  in  practice 
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some  flowers  have  converted  their  stamens  to 
petals  or  petal-like  structures.  In  these  cases  of 
double  petal  flowers,  the  plants  are  essentially  male 
sterile.  You  may  have  to  really  look  at  a  number  of 
flowers  to  find  any  with  functional  pollen. 


Q:  Why  do  some  African  violets  seem  to 
self-pollinate  regularly  while  others  do  not? 

A:  I’m  assuming  that  you  do  not  have  thrips 
which  can  cause  what  appears  to  be  self-pollina¬ 
tion  on  plants.  Whenever  I  find  pistils  developing 
into  fruits  and  I  know  that  I  did  not  pollinate 
them,  I  always  look  very  closely  for  a  thrips 
problem. 

Assuming  that  thrips  are  not  your  cause,  it  is 
true  that  some  African  violets  do  set  seed  pods 
very  easily  on  their  own.  One  of  the  best 
examples  is  the  species  Saintpaulia  shumensis. 


Both  clone  shumensis  and  clone  shumensis 
Mather  EE  set  seed  pods  regularly.  In  these  cases, 
I  suspect  the  cause  is  the  shape  of  the  style  on 
the  pistil.  It  may  be  twisted  such  that  it  grows 
into  or  otherwise  touches  the  stamens  of  the 
flower.  The  contact  between  the  stamens  and 
stigma  at  the  tip  of  the  style  allows  self- 
pollination  to  occur.  I’ve  noticed  that  this  seems 
to  happen  in  waves  on  these  plants,  suggesting 
perhaps  a  humidity  factor  of  some  sort  that 
allows  the  style  to  twist  under  certain  humidity 
levels  but  not  others. 

The  other  cause  that  I’ve  noticed  for  self-polli¬ 
nation  is  moving  or  transporting  the  plants.  The 
shock  of  moving  the  plant  can  cause  the  style  to 
“bounce”  into  the  stamens  and  result  in  a  self- 
pollination,  developing  one  or  two  fruits  on  a 
plant  instead  of  a  whole  bunch  at  once. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  February  1,  2010  -  March  31,  2010  •  Total  =  $517.00 
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Rob’s 

Plaid 

Skirt 

Exhibited,  by: 

Barbara  Jones 

Hybridized  by: 

R.  Robinson 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Ness’ 

Satin 

Rose 

From  Best  AVS A 
Collection  Semis/Minis 
Exhibited  by:  Tom  Greer 
Hybridized  by:  D.  Ness 
Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


1 0  African  Violet  Magazine 


July  •  August  2010 


•  A 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


S.  5b  clone  confusa  Mather  E 

Exhibited  by:  Linda  Abplanalp 
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AVSA  Society  Awards 

By  Marge  Savage,  Chair 
Society  Awards  Committee  2010 


BILL  FOSTER 
HALL  OF  FAME  AWARD 

I  met  Bill  Foster  by  way  of  the  Afiican  Violet 
Magazine ,  looking  suave  and  debonair.  In  the 
Affiliate  Meeting  at  the  Omaha  Convention,  I 
asked  how  a  new  club  could  mount  an  AVSA 
Standard  Show,  financially.  A  voice  in  the  back 
of  the  room  called,  “We  will  provide  the  judges!” 
That  generous  drawl  ushered  in  many  gifts  of 
support  from  well-wishers.  Multiply  this  service 
to  affiliates  a  thousand  times,  and  you  have  Bill 
Foster  -  who,  incidentally,  served  two  terms  as 
Affiliate  Chair.  For  thirty-seven  years  he  has 
supported  AVSA,  serving  us  as  3rd  Vice- 
President,  2nd  Vice-President,  1st  Vice-President, 
and,  as  our  30th  President. 

Bill  Foster  is  a  member  of  First  Nighter’s  AVS, 
First  AVS  and  Alpha  AVS,  all  of  Dallas,  Texas.  He 
is  a  charter  member  of  Lone  Star  AV  Council  and 
a  charter  member  of  North  Texas  Judges’  Council. 
Bill  is  a  Master  Judge  and  Teacher. 

In  the  1960s,  someone  gave  Bill  an  African 
violet.  It  wouldn’t  bloom.  Researching  light  require¬ 
ments  and  being  a  designer  and  woodcrafter,  he 
built  a  small  stand  with  one  lighted  shelf.  Mean¬ 
while,  his  dear  Paula  added  a  pink-blossomed 
plant  she  saw  at  a  mall  display.  Soon,  June  Swift, 
a  Dallas  hybridizer  and  shop  owner,  befriended 
and  mentored  the  couple’s  interest. 

Bill  retired  from  Atlantic-Richfield,  in  1986 
after  thirty-one  years.  Devoting  himself  to 
Gesneriads,  design,  and  hybridizing  African  vio¬ 
lets,  Bill  introduced  ninety-one  hybrids,  includ¬ 
ing:  ‘Bertha,’  ‘Greg,’  and  ‘Wilson  Rhea.’ 

Wilson  Rhea  and  Debbie  are  Bill’s  children,  as 
is  Margery  Clive.  Currently,  Meredith  Hall  works 
with  Bill’s  hybridizing  stock  and  introduces 
hybrids  in  both  their  names. 

Year  after  year,  it  is  Bill  Foster’s  photo  that 
you  see  above  his  AVM  column.  Since  1990,  as 
Chair  of  Shows  and  Judges  Committee,  he  helps 
write,  re-write,  guide,  and  forge  our  “show 


bible,”  Handbook  for  Growers,  Exhibitors  and 
Judges.  Bill  is  the  one  who  stands  in  front  of  a 
cold  room  full  of  sleepy-eyed  judges  and  hopes 
we’re  all  there.  He’s  the  one  who  helps  decide 
Best  in  Show,  and  answer  judges’  questions, 
helping  growers  be  better  exhibitors. 

He’s  the  one  who  HELPS!  And  he  does  it  with  a 
love  of  people,  a  love  of  these  fuzzy  plants,  and  their 
cousins,  “the  weeds.”  And  he  does  it  with  kindness. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  appre¬ 
ciates  and  applauds  the  selfless  devotion  of  Bill 
Foster  and  inducts  him  into  the  Hall  of  Fame  for 
his  unique  and  long-standing  impact  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America. 

CAROL  VAN 

MABEL  AND  GLENN  HUDSON 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

Carol  Van  prefers  to  remain  out  of  the  Time- 
light.’  Nevertheless,  she  conducts  numerous  inter¬ 
views  with  local  newspapers,  promoting  her  local 
affiliate  and  their  shows  and  sales.  In  addition, 
she  brings  programs  to  area  groups.  A  grower  of 
African  violets  for  forty-fiVe  years,  she  was  first  a 
member  of  Old  Dominion  AVS,  a  fellow  member 
with  AVSA  Past  President  Mary  Boland.  Carol 
holds  memberships  of  long  standing  in  the 
former  Washington,  D.C.  African  Violet,  the 
Gesneriad  Society,  and  the  Mid- Atlantic  AVS,  in 
which  she  is  a  charter  member.  A  member  of  her 
current  affiliate  over  thirty-five  years,  she  has 
served  in  several  offices,  including  President. 
Working  in  every  area,  she  has  served  many 
terms  as  Show  Chair.  Carol’s  specialty  is  Design, 
entering  8-10  designs  in  the  local  show  and 
several  in  the  Mid-Atlantic  show. 

A  member  of  AVSA  for  over  thirty-five  years, 
Carol  Van  is  a  Judge.  She  always  recommends 
membership,  distributes  forms,  recommends 
articles  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine,  and 
provides  the  AVSA  Display  for  their  show. 

While  working  full  time,  Carol  raised  five 
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children  and  provides  care  for  her  mother.  Still, 
she  helps  at  every  level  of  activity  in  her  affiliate 
and  is  always  available  for  advice  on  growing. 
Carol  encourages  smooth  sailing  in  Tidewater 
African  Violet  Society,  Hampton,  Virginia. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  invites 
Carol  Van  into  the  lime-light,  applauds  her  stead¬ 
fast  spirit,  and  awards  her  the  Mabel  and  Glenn 
Hudson  Memorial  Award  for  outstanding  lead¬ 
ership  activities  within  an  affiliated  chapter. 

SUE  RAMSER 

HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP 

Sue  Ramser  is  one  of  the  quiet  ones  -  unless 
she  is  bidding  in  the  Luncheon  Auction!  There, 
you’ll  see  her  wave  flamboyantly.  A  member  of 
AVSA  since  1975,  she  has  served  nearly  thirty- 
five  years.  AVSA  recognized  her  penchant  for  orga¬ 
nization,  words  and  numbers,  and  put  her  to 
work  in  several  committees  including:  Classifica¬ 
tion,  Affiliate,  and  Show  and  Judges  Committees. 
She  chaired  the  Salary,  and  Policies  and  Proce¬ 
dures  Committees.  Sue  served  AVSA  as  Secretary 
from  1993  to  2001.  She  served  as  Treasurer  from 
2003  to  2009.  Currently,  she  serves  us  again  as 
Secretary. 

Back  home,  Sue  has  served  her  local  affiliate 
in  many  capacities,  First  AVS  of  Wichita  Falls, 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  In  addition,  she  serves  the 
Lone  Star  African  Violet  Judges’  Council  and 
North  Texas  African  Violet  Judges’  Council  -  all 
with  the  same  vigor. 

Sue  continues  to  perform  her  responsibilities  in 
a  businesslike  manner  by  providing  timely  and 
accurate  reports  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
Board  of  Directors,  and  the  membership.  She  is  an 
AVSA  Life  Member,  a  Master  Judge,  and  a  Teacher. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  applauds 
the  many  years  of  outstanding  service  and  awards 
Sue  Ramser  the  Honorary  Life  Membership. 

NANCY  HAYES 

MERITORIOUS  SERVICE  AWARD 

Nancy  Hayes  flashed  a  slide  of  a  standard 
trailer,  ‘Candy  Fountain,’  on  her  silver  screen. 
She  very  much  admired  the  plant,  but  didn’t 
know  who  grew  it.  It  was  mine!  And,  I  am 


forever  grateful!  Thus,  each  year  she  spends 
many  hours  at  a  labor  of  love:  preparing  and  pre¬ 
senting  slide  programs  of  prior  AVSA  conventions 
and  peeks  at  new  hybrids. 

As  AVSA  Secretary,  in  addition  to  her  required 
responsibilities,  she  provided  substantial  pre-  and 
post-meeting  scripts  and  advice  to  assist  Board 
Members  and  Committee  Chairs. 

Nancy  also  has  had  primary  responsibility  of 
editing  the  production  of  the  AVSA  calendar.  In 
investing  her  time  and  talents  in  many  other 
areas,  Nancy  displays  total  commitment  to 
AVSA. 

To  be  “southern,”  we  just  flat  out  appreciate 
her.  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  con¬ 
tinues  to  respect,  admire,  and  be  grateful  for  the 
comprehensive  service  of  Nancy  Hayes,  and 
awards  her  the  Meritorious  Service  Award. 

BARBARA  ELKIN 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 

I  first  saw  Barbara  Elkin  when  she  was  seated 
at  the  Classification  table  at  the  AVSA  Convention 
in  St.  Louis.  I  was  excited  to  meet  her,  a 
“celebrity”  from  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 
Not  being  a  member  of  a  local  club,  and  never 
having  entered  a  show,  i  set  three  entries  in  front 
of  her. 

She  said,  “They’re  very  clean.”  I  glowed. 
“But,”  she  said,  “this  one  in  your  Unusual  Con¬ 
tainer,  it  is  still  growing  in  a  pot.”  I  thought  it 
looked  just  fine  in  the  rattan  tricycle.  Then  she 
began  showing  me  what  I  needed  to  do  to  get  it 
entered.  “You  can  do  this!”  she  said. 

Barbara  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Vintage  Violet 
Committee.  Encouraging  growers,  new  and  sea¬ 
soned,  is  what  Barbara  does,  as  well  as  working 
with  shows  and  conventions.  Most  recently,  she 
Co-Chaired  the  2009  Reno  Convention  and  Show, 
beautiful  for  all,  and  lucky  for  most. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
recognizes  and  thanks  Barbara  Elkin,  and  awards 
her  the  Honorary  One-Year  Membership. 

LYNN  LOMBARD 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 

In  Reno,  NV,  Lynn  Lombard  seemed  to  carry 
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out  her  labor  of  love  with  ease,  bubbly  joy,  and 
unflagging  energy.  She  always  seemed  ready  to 
help  us,  open  to  all  our  questions,  and  kind  in  her 
dealings.  She  even  brought  a  goodly  supply  of  sale 
plants  to  help  out  our  Design  Division  exhibitors. 

Lynn  Co-Chaired  a  winner!  “African  Violets 
Around  The  Biggest  Little  City,”  in  Reno/Sparks, 


Nevada.  We  hauled  our  entries,  took  our 
chances,  and  pocketed  our  winnings  at  the  2009 
Reno  Convention.  We  ate  and  ate;  we  reveled  at 
the  snow;  and  we  sailed  around  Lake  Thhoe. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  recog¬ 
nizes  and  thanks  Lynn  Lombard  and  awards  her 
the  Honorary  One-Year  Membership. 


Anne  &  Frank  Tinari  Endowment  Fund 

March  1  -  April  25,  2010 
Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 


Multicolor 

Long  Island  African 
Violet  Society 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s fee for 
Joe  Palagonia 


Two-tone 

Evelyn  Boyer 
Delaware  African  Violet  & 
Gesneriad  Society 

In  memory  of  Betty  Gregg 


First  African  Violet  Society  of 
Denton  (TX) 

In  lieu  oj  speakers’ Jees for 
Ron  &  Jan  Davidson 
Columbus  African  Violet 
Society  (OH) 

In  memoy  ojjean  Robine 


Thumbprint 

Richard  Nicholas 
Judy  Walton 
Virginia  Barthelemy 


Eileen  Mors 
Stephanie  Jeffery 
Judith  Hess 
Robert  McMeel 
Carol  Allegretti 
Teri  Watkins 
Susan  Joy 
Blanche  Elbourne 
Wendy  Tooker 


Total  this  period  -  $272 
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Our  cookbook,  with  650  recipes,  is  ready  for  sale! 

The  cost  of  this  beautiful  cookbook  is 
$15.00  plus  shipping,  as  follows:  $5.00  flat  fee  ships  1  book; 
$10.00  for  2;  shipping  for  3  books  is 
$12.00  to  any  domestic  location. 

For  orders  of  more  than  5  books,  please  call  for  shipping  quote: 
610-622-1805.  There  is  no  discount  for  multiple  orders, 
but  shipping  will  be  calculated  per  order. 

Make  check  payable  to  AVS  Springfield  and  send  to: 

Peggy  Mooney 
1016  Broadway  Ave 
Secane,  PA  19018. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  Springfield,  PA  is  looking  forward  to  hosting  the 
Philadelphia  2011  Convention.  This  fund  raiser  will  help  us  make  it  a  memorable  event. 

Thanks  for  your  support  in  this  effort. 
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Flow'd  She  Grow  That  Fabulous  Columnea? 

By  Mary  Schaeffer 


mmf- 


Photo  Credit:  Mary  Schaeffer 


If  you  attended  the  AVSA  convention  in 
Raleigh  earlier  this  year,  you  probably  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  an  exquisitely  grown  Columnea 
‘Orange  Sherbet/  It  not  only  won  a  Best  in  Class, 
the  judges  gave  it  the  Best  Other  Gesneriad  prize, 
as  well.  If  you  didn’t  see  it  in  Raleigh,  here  it  is. 
When  she  returned  from  the  show,  I  asked  the 
grower,  Libby  Behnke,  a  woman  who  is  generous 
with  both  her  knowledge  and  her  cuttings,  if  she 
would  share  her  growing  secrets  with  me.  She 
agreed. 

Getting  Started 

The  first  thing  I  wanted  to  know  was  how  old 
that  plant  was.  It  is  two  years  old.  Libby  started  it 
by  putting  12-15  cuttings  in  a  6  inch  pot.  She 
says  she  does  not  pinch  back  the  cuttings.  Each 
cutting  is  about  four  inches  long.  She  removes 
the  leaves  on  the  bottom  inch  of  each  cutting  and 
scrapes  the  stem.  Then  she  dips  the  stem  in 


Rootone  and  plants  them  in  the  pot.  The  pot  is 
not  put  in  a  plastic  bag  or  anything  else  to 
increase  the  humidity.  It  is  hung  right  in  the 
window  along  with  her  other  hanging  baskets. 

She  grows  her  columneas  (and  other 
hanging  plants)  in  front  of  a  picture  window 
that  faces  east.  It  is  shaded  in  the  summer  by  a 
maple  tree,  although  she  says  the  plants  still 
get  some  sun  until  about  1 1  AM  in  the 
summer. 

She  doesn’t  disbud  the  columnea  except 
when  planting  those  original  tip  cuttings.  She 
removes  all  the  buds  from  those  plants,  mainly 
so  the  plant  will  put  all  its  energy  into  forming 
roots. 

Libby  is  an  advocate  of  the  weekly,  weakly 
school  of  fertilizing.  She  uses  one-quarter 
strength  orchid  food  to  fertilize  that  columnea 
when  she  waters  every  Sunday.  By  the  way,  in 
case  you  were  wondering,  foliar  feeding  is  not 
part  of  her  regimen. 


Libby  Behnke  packs  up  her  prize 
winning  Columnea  after  the  Show. 
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The  Magic  Soil 

Perhaps  the  biggest  difference  in  the  way  Libby 
grows  her  columneas  and  violets  and  the  way  the 
most  of  the  rest  of  us  do  is  her  potting  mix.  Here’s 
her  recipe.  Her  husband,  Wally,  mixes  the  base  for 
her.  It  is  comprised  of: 

4  parts  peat  moss 

5  parts  Michigan  peat 

3  parts  vermiculite 

1  part  cow  manure 

1  /2  part  bone  meal 

1/2  part  ground  limestone 

He  uses  a  coffee  can  to  measure  out  the  parts, 
i.e.  one  part  equals  one  coffee  can.  When  she 
needs  more  soil,  she  takes  a  dishpan  full  of  the 
above  mixture  and  pasteurizes  it  in  her  oven  at 
180  degrees  for  one  hour.  She  says  she  got  the 
recipe  from  her  father-in-law  many  years  ago 
and  when  he  gave  it  to  her,  he  also  went  into  the 
fields  and  returned  with  a  big  container  of  fresh 
cow  manure  to  use.  Today  she  uses  dehydrated 
cow  manure.  When  asked  about  the  difference  in 
the  smell  in  the  house  during  the  pasteurizing 
process,  she  explains  succinctly,  “fresh  stinks.” 

She  also  says  that  her  sons  who  were  younger 
when  she  used  the  fresh  ingredients  would  to 
threaten  to  leave  home  if  she  continued  using  the 
oven  to  pasteurize  her  soil. 

After  the  base  is  prepared  she  mixes  it  with  an 
equal  amount  of  perlite.  She  prefers  the  coarse 


variety  but  that  can  be  difficult  to  find.  Before 
using  it  she  rinses  it  to  eliminate  the  powder. 

Libby  also  uses  this  mix  for  her  violets  and 
they  are  breath  taking. 

The  Finishing  Touches 

She  uses  tepid,  not  cold,  water  when  watering. 
Before  taking  any  of  her  columneas  to  a  show, 
they  are  treated  to  a  shower  at  the  sink.  She  uses 
her  sprayer  to  give  them  a  bath  but  takes  no 
special  care  to  avoid  wetting  the  flowers.  That  is 
the  only  time  the  columneas  get  the  spa  treatment 
although  her  violets  are  occasionally  bathed. 

She  says  you  can  tell  when  the  columnea 
needs  to  be  repotted,  i.e.  a  new  plant  started. 
When  the  water  runs  right  through  the  pot,  it 
means  the  soil  has  degraded  and  it’s  time  to  take 
action. 

She  shares  one  other  watering  tip  from  an  old 
friend  of  hers,  Laura  Shannon,  a  woman  she 
describes  as  very  knowledgeable  gesneriad 
grower.  Laura  cautioned  against  overwatering 
columneas,  especially  in  the  winter.  Be  a  little 
light  handed  with  the  watering  pitcher  on  those 
cold  short  days  of  winter. 

Libby’s  columneas  don’t  grow  under  lights 
and  they  don’t  vacation  outside  in  the  summer. 
That  beauty  was  grown  in  a  window.  Follow 
Libby’s  example  and  you*  too  can  have  beautiful 
columneas. 


August  26  &  27  -  MINNESOTA 

AVSM  39th  Annual 
Minnesota  State  Fair  Judged  Show 
1265  N  Snelling  Avenue 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
Both  Days:  9:00  am  -  9:00  pm 
Info:  violetsrusmn@gmail.com 
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In  Search  of  Richter’s  Violets 

By  Candy  Templeton 


In  the  late  1970’s,  my  husband  stopped  into  a 
local  greenhouse  on  the  way  home  from  work  to 
buy  me  a  violet  for  Mother’s  Day.  ‘Kaper’  became 
my  first  named  violet.  Later  we  visited  Richter’s 
Greenhouse  together.  I  will  never  forget  the 
feeling  of  stepping  into  a  whole  greenhouse  full 
of  violets.  Table  after  table  of  them!  So  many 
blooms!  So  much  to  choose  from!  The  whole 
expanse  of  the  greenhouse  just  seemed  to  glow 
with  blooms. 

Over  the  years  I  bought  several,  and  lost  all 
but  two.  Those  were  the  days  when  I  was  a 
young  mother, 
before  I  knew 
about  the  AVSA, 
how  to  care  for 
violets,  or  how  to 
rid  violets  of  pests. 

Collecting  them 
never  crossed  my 
mind,  and  Richter’s 
Greenhouse  was 
always  there,  and 
always  full. 

On  one  shop¬ 
ping  trip  I  dis¬ 
tinctly  remember  a 
small  violet  with 
ruffled  girl  foliage 
and  the  cutest 
double  greenish 
white  flowers,  all  rolled  up  into  little  balls.  Mr. 
Richter  explained  that  they  never  truly  opened 
and  they  reminded  him  of  little  cabbages.  I 
couldn’t  resist,  so  I  bought  the  plant.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  it  was  one  that  I  lost  and  I  don’t  remember 
its  name. 

Of  course  hindsight  is  100%.  While  I 
continued  to  shop,  trying  to  decide  between 
white  blooms  with  pink  frilled  edges  and  blue 
doubles,  my  husband  was  busy  talking  to  the 
hybridizer,  Forrest  Richter.  Mr.  Richter  took  my 
husband  into  a  private  part  of  greenhouse  and 


showed  him  the  propagation  tables  and  some  of 
his  award-winning  show  plants.  I  could  kick 
myself  for  not  looking!  I  could  also  kick  myself 
for  not  buying  more  violets!  And  as  I  gazed  upon 
table  after  table  crammed  full  of  blooms,  it  never 
occurred  to  me  they  would  one  day  disappear. 

So,  who  are  the  Richters  and  where  was  this 
wonderful  greenhouse?  Forrest  and  Alice  Richter 
first  went  into  the  violet  business  in  1947  with  a 
greenhouse  in  Hammond,  Indiana.  In  1964  they 
moved  to  Highland,  Indiana,  the  location  we 
visited.  Hybridizing  violets  was  their  life  work. 

Their  registered 
violets  range  in 
date  from  1954  to 
1980,  qualifying 
all  of  them  as 
vintage  violets. 

The  Richters 
officially  closed 
the  mail  order 
business  in  July 
1973,  which  was 
announced  in  the 
January  1973 
issue  of  the  AVSA 
magazine,  and 
again  mentioned 
in  the  June  1973 
article,  “Reminis¬ 
cing  With  The 
Richters”  by  Mildred  Schroeder,  pg  19.  However, 
they  kept  the  greenhouse  open  for  local  business, 
which  is  how  we  purchased  our  violets. 

Local  African  violet  enthusiasts  have  told  me 
they  believe  the  greenhouse  was  still  in  operation 
as  late  as  1983,  which  would  be  ten  years  after 
the  Richter’s  officially  ended  the  mail  order 
business.  What  delivered  the  final  blow  was  a 
spring  storm  that  blew  out  the  glass  in  the 
greenhouse.  The  alarm  failed  to  sound  and  all 
was  lost  to  the  70  mph  wind  gusts  and  freezing 
cold.  As  soon  as  we  heard  the  news,  my  hus- 


‘Kaper’ 
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band  drove  to  the  greenhouse  and  asked  if  any 
plants  were  salvageable,  but  alas,  all  were 
aiined. 

Now  jump  forward  nearly  30  years.  I  have 
shelves  of  violets,  belong  to  the  AVSA,  have 
shown  twice  and  won  a  few  ribbons.  One  day 
my  husband  was  admiring  his  favorite  violet 
‘Kaper,’  and  out  of  the  blue  he  said  to  me,  “Why 
don’t  you  collect  Richter’s  violets  to  preserve 
them”. 

I  think  I  probably  had  a  dazed  look  on  my 
face  as  I  absorbed  his  words.  Then  suddenly  1 
had  a  new  plan,  and  peimission  to  shop! 

So,  it  became  a  quest,  and  since  all  Richter’s 
varieties  are  over  25  years  old,  they  are  all  vintage, 
and  also  hard  to  find.  Friends  have  told  me  they 
fondly  remember  Richter’s  ‘Wedgewood’  and 
Richter’s  ‘Step  Up,’  but  can  they  be  found  today? 

Several  have  been  located  through  the  help  of 


friends  and  the  rare  vendor  who  carries  them.  In 
addition  to  the  two  I  bought  from  the 
greenhouse,  ‘Kaper’  and  ‘Topps,’  I  have  now 
acquired  ‘Bambino,’  ‘Bonbon,’  ‘Chenille,’ 
‘Richter’s  Charm  Song,’  ‘Richter’s  Green  Dawn,’ 
‘Richter’s  Pearly  Shells,’  ‘Sherbert,’  ‘Softique,’ 
and  ‘dipt.’ 

Only  a  portion  of  Richter’s  violets  were 
registered,  but  they  all  were  named.  Thanks 
to  a  friend  who  compiled  a  list  of  Richter’s 
violet  names  and  descriptions  from  early 
AVSA  magazines,  I  now  have  a  list  of  names 
and  descriptions  spanning  twenty  years.  The  list 
can  be  accessed  online  on  my  website, 
www.  candy  s  violets .  com/vintage .  htm . 

I’m  sure  there  are  more  Richter’s  violets  out 
there.  I  have  been  sharing  mine  with  fellow 
violet  enthusiasts  in  an  effort  to  preserve  what 
we  have  now. 
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A  Very  Successful  AVSA  Auction! 

Edna  Rourke,  Auction  Chairman 
99  Old  Stratford  Road  •  Shelton,  CT  06484  •  (203)  926-9716 

Email:  Apapillon@aol.com 


My  thanks  to  the  many  generous  donors  and 
winning  bidders  who  made  the  “Once  and  Future 
Violet”  Auction  a  success. 

A  very  special  thank  you  goes  to  our  auction¬ 
eer,  Bill  Price,  who  not  only  makes  it  successful 
and  fun,  but  also  takes  the  time  to  brings  us  such 
wonderful  plant  cuttings.  To  our  auction  staff  - 
Carol  Barns,  Sue  Ann  Blackmon,  Bob  Clark, 
Elmer  Godeny,  Sue  Hoffman,  Libbie  Glembocki, 
Dale  Martens,  Fran  Ratte,  Laurel  and  Winston 
Goretsky,  my  gratitude  for  your  continued  help 
and  support;  also,  thanks  to  Ruth  Rumsey,  our 
AVSA  Editor,  and  to  Jenny  Daugereau  our  AVSA 
office  manager,  who  have  helped  all  year  long  as 
well  as  recorded,  collected,  and  kept  track  of  the 
auction  sales.  To  Roger  Wheeler  and  my  husband 
Al  -  my  thanks  for  their  help  and  “behind  the 
scene”  support. 

To  our  many  generous  donors:  Georgene 
Albrecht,  AVSA  Commercial  members,  Shirley 


Berger,  The  Barrington  Bloomers  AVS,  Sylvia 
Blanchard,  Jennifer  Cameron,  Libbie  Glembocki, 
Elmer  Godeny,  Ovella  Hall,  Pat  Hancock,  Dave 
Harris,  Lori  Hilfer,  Sue  Hoffman,  Laurene  Jones, 
Vladimir  Kalgin,  Dale  Martens,  George 
MacDonald,  Barbara  Odgers,  BJ  Ohme,  Bill  and 
Katherine  Paauwe,  Mahlen  and  Brenda  Petty,  Bill 
Price,  Joyce  Rampton,  Sue  Ramser,  Fran  Ratte, 
and  Janet  Riemer  a  huge  thank  you  for  your 
generous  donations  -  we  couldn’t  have  done  it 
without  you. 

Last,  but  certainly  not  least,  to  all  of  our 
successful  winning  bidders,  we  appreciate  your 
support.  Without  your  enthusiasm  and 
generosity,  this  auction  would  not  have  been 
possible. 

Information  about  next  year’s  auction  will 
appear  in  upcoming  issues  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine .  I’m  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  at 
the  Philadelphia  Convention  in  Cherry  Hill,  NJ. 
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MINUTES 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

April  17,2010  •  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 


The  Annual  Business  Meeting  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.  was  called  to  order  by  the  Third  Vice  President,  Winston 
Goretsky,  at  3:20  PM  in  the  Capital  Ballroom,  Salon  F,  G  of  the  Hilton 
North  Raleigh  Hotel,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  The  invocation  was  given 
by  John  Carter  followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag.  Winston 
Goretsky  presented  the  President,  Ron  Davidson. 

Sue  Ramser,  Secretary  reported  a  quorum  was  present. 

Sue  Ramser,  Secretary,  read  the  Standing  Rules  for  the  Annual 
Meeting  and  they  were  adopted. 

President  Davidson  appointed  Leonard  Re,  Chair  of  the  Committee  to 
Approve  the  2010  Annual  Meeting  Minutes,  with  Richard  Follett  and 
Sylvia  Leeds  as  committee  members.  Judith  Carter  was  appointed 
Timekeeper.  Cindi  Nofziger,  Chair  of  the  2009  Committee  to  Approve 
Minutes,  reported  the  minutes  were  approved. 

Sue  Ramser  presented  the  Courtesy  Resolution,  which  is  attached, 
The  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Mary  Lou  Hardin,  Bylaws  Committee  Chairman,  moved  on  behalf  of 
the  Bylaws  Committee  to  recommend  a  change  in  the  AVSA  Bylaws  - 
Article  III  -  Executive  Committee,  paragraph  1.  It  currently  reads: 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  President,  First  Vice 
President,  Second  Vice  President,  Third  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
Chair  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Immediate  Past  President, 
provided  that,  that  person  has  completed  the  full  term  as  President  of  the 
Society.  Otherwise,  the  President,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  may  appoint  another  Past  President  to  serve  in  this  capacity. 

The  proposed  amendment  to  Article  VIII,  Paragraph  1 ,  will  read: 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  President,  First  Vice 
President,  Second  Vice  President,  Third  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  the  Immediate  Past  President,  provided  that,  that  person  has 
completed  the  full  term  as  President  of  the  Society.  Otherwise,  the 
President,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee  may  appoint 
another  Past  President  to  serve  in  this  capacity.  The  Finance  Committee 
Chair  shall  also  be  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  but  will  not  have 
voting  privileges. 

This  Bylaws  change  was  published  in  the  January/February  African 
Violet  Magazine  and  requires  a  2/3  rising  vote.  After  debate  the  vote  was 
a  2/3  rising  vote  in  the  affirmative  and  the  Bylaws  have  been  amended. 

Bob  Clark,  member  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  in  the  absence  of 
Anne  Nicholas,  Chair,  presented  the  following  report: 

Directors  to  serve  until  the  conclusion  of  the  2013  Annual  Meeting: 
Barbara  J.  Burde  -  California 
Tom  Glembocki  -  North  Carolina 
Pat  Hancock  -  Ohio 
Vladimir  Kalgin  -  Russia 
Terri  Post  -  Iowa 

No  nominations  were  received  from  the  floor.  The  directors  were 
elected  by  voice  vote. 

President  Davidson  announced  that  the  installation  of  the  directors 
shall  take  place  at  the  installation  banquet  this  evening. 

President  Davidson  recognized  the  retiring  directors,  Susan  Anderson 
-  Arizona,  Bob  Clark  -  Washington,  Barbara  Werness  -  Minnesota,  Doris 
Brownlie  -  Canada,  and  Ruth  Loomis  -  Arizona.  Also  recognized  were 


retiring  Committee  Chairs,  Anne  Nicholas,  Nominating  Committee  and 
Mary  Boland,  Resolutions  Committee  Chair. 

Richard  Follett,  2011  Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill  Convention  Chair 
extended  an  invitation  to  the  201 1  Convention  and  Show  to  be  held  May 
15-22,2011. 

President  Davidson  asked  the  voting  members  of  the  Board  to  stand. 
Sue  Ramser,  Secretary,  reported  that  a  quorum  of  voting  Board  Members 
was  present. 

Sue  Ramser,  Secretary,  made  the  following  motion: 

Motion  #1:  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  change  Policies 
and  Procedures  Section  V,  H  Executive  Committee  to  read: 

H.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  President,  First  Vice 
President,  Second  Vice  President,  Third  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
Immediate  Past  President  and  Finance  Chair  (who  shall  have  voice  but  no 
vote).  After  discussion  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Linda  Owens,  Finance  Chair,  gave  an  update  to  the  printed  report. 
The  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund  funds  will  be  invested  in  order  to  gain  a 
better  rate  of  return.  The  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund  CD  upon  maturity  will 
be  invested  at  a  higher  rate  of  return. 

A  list  of  deceased  members  from  this  past  year  was  prepared  by  Mary 
Boland  and  read  by  Sue  Ramser.  The  list  is  attached  to  these  minutes.  The 
following  members  were  added:  Chico  Fujii,  Enid  Wood,  Alma  Levine, 
Illinois,  Daphne  Yarenko,  California,  Gene  Robine,  Ohio,  and  Celine  Chase. 

The  following  announcements  were  made: 

Gail  Podany,  Chairman  of  the  2011  Nominating  Committee,  will 
receive  completed  questionnaires  for  the  2011  slate  of  officers  and 
directors. 

Linda  Hall  reminded  members  to  complete  the  convention  survey. 

Elmer  Godeny  invited  members  to  encourage  high  school  seniors  and 
college  students  to  apply  for  the  AVSA  Scholarship. 

There  will  be  no  Board  Meeting  on  Sunday. 

John  Carter  announced  that  the  exhibits  may  be  picked  up  after  the 
Banquet. 

Kathy  Bell  asked  all  members  to  work  on  increasing  membership. 

Ruth  Rumsey  needs  articles  for  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 

As  there  was  no  further  business  to  come  before  the  2010  Annual 
Meeting,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  at  4:05  PM. 


Sue  Ramser,  Secretary7 

COMMITTEE  TO  APPROVE: 


Leonard  Re,  Chair 


Richard  Follett 


Sylvia  Leeds 
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by  John  Beaulieu 


One  of  the  most  common  mistakes  that 
gesneriad  hobbyists  tend  to  make  is  sowing  far 
too  many  seeds  at  one  time,  in  one  container.  I 
suppose  we  figure  that  they  will  not  all 
germinate,  but  sometimes  they  do!  This  was  the 
case  when  I  sowed  some  very  old  eucodonia 
seed  that  had  been  refrigerated  for  years. 

By  the  time  I  removed  the  mat  of  seedlings 
from  their  pot,  they  resembled  a  mound  of  moss! 
The  thick  mass  of  seedlings  needed  to  be  thinned 
out  before  they  could  be  potted  in  a  larger  con¬ 
tainer.  If  left  untouched,  the  strongest  seedlings 
would  over  take  the  weaker  ones  and  the  smaller 
seedlings  would  be  smothered  by  the  larger  ones. 
It  is  a  lot  easier  to  clean  up  the  mess  at  this 
stage. 


The  seedling  clump  is  easily  divided  up  with 
any  small  spoon-like  tool  or  knife. 

The  few  seedlings  that  may  he  damaged 
will  not  really  matter. 


Of  course,  we  must  keep  reminding  ourselves 
that  we  do  not  need  to  keep  every  single  seedling, 
just  like  we  don’t  have  to  put  down  every  extra 
African-violet  leaf.  It  may  depend  on  the  rarity  or 
importance  of  the  particular  plant  we  are  working 
with. 

From  this  one  2  1/2  inch  pot  of  seedlings,  I  was 
able  to  plant  three 
large  hanging  pots 
of  eucodonias. 

The  eucodonias 
are  happy  hanging 
outdoors  in  a  shel¬ 
tered  spot  for  the 
summer  months 
or  indoors  in  a 
bright  window. 

Being  a  rhizoma- 
tous  gesneriad  like  the  achimenes,  they  will  have 
a  certain  growth  season  and  then  require  a  dor¬ 
mant  period. 


You  can  carefully  divide 
the  mass  into  smaller 
clumps  with  tweezers 


A  single  seedling. 


20  African  Violet  Magazine 


July  •  August  2010 


Whether  you  replant  them  as  small  clumps 
or  as  individual  seedlings ,  spread  them  out 
evenly  in  their  new  larger  pot  I  planted 
some  as  clumps  and  some  as  individuals. 

After  a  while,  they  all  looked  about  the  same 
as  stronger  seedlings  took  over  from  the 
weaker  ones  in  the  clump  plantings. 
Having  extra  seedlings  does  allow  you  to 
experiment  a  little  with  things  that  you 
might  not  normally  try. 


A  closer  look  at  the  blooms  of  the  eucodonia. 


The  same  pot  as  seen  above,  when  the  seedlings  are  much  larger  and  starting  to  bloom. 
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AVSA  2010  Convention  and  Show 

April  11-18  •  2010  Raleigh,  NC 

“The  Once  and  Future  Violet” 


Amateur  Division 

Best  African  Violet  in  Show 
Best  Standard  African  Violet 
Best  Standard  Fantasy 
Luciert  Croteau 

Won  by:  Tom  Greer  from  Atlanta,  GA 
2nd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show 
Best  Species  African  Violet 
5.  5b  clone  confusa  Mather  E 
Won  by:  Linda  Abplanalp  from  Burlington,  NC 
3rd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show 
Buckeye  Sentimental  Reasons 
Won  by:  Tom  Greer  from  Atlanta,  GA 
Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Standards/ Amateur 
Lela  Marie,  Woodland  Sprite,  Harbor  Blue 
Won  by:  Rodney  Barnett  from  Red  Lion,  PA 
Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Minis  &  Semis/ Amateur 
Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl,  Ness’  Satin  Rose, 

Jolly  Champ 

Won  by:  Tom  Greer  from  Atlanta,  GA 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Mini’s  & 

Semis/ Amateur  Jolly  Jubilee,  Precious  Red, 
Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei 

Won  by:  Marie  Burns  from  Baltimore,  MD 
Best  AVSA  Collections  -  Species/ Amateur 
5.  8  clone  Cha  Simba,  S.  5c  1  clone 
tongwensis,  S.  5J 'clone  orbicularis 
var.  purpurea 

Won  by:  Nancy  Carr  from  Reynoldsburg,  OH 
Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  Amateur  -  Optimara 
Everglades,  Optimara  Van  Gogh,  Optimara 
Idaho  II 

Won  by:  Nancy  Carr  from  Reynoldsburg,  OH 
Best  Robinson  Collection  -  Rob ’s  Boogie  Woogie, 
Rob ’s  Combustible  Pigeon,  Rob ’s  Pink 
Buttercups 

Won  by:  Anne  Nicholas  from  Denton,  TX 
2nd  Best  Robinson  Collection  -  Rob’s  Heat  Wave, 
Rob ’s  Delicious,  Rob ’s  Outer  Orbit 
Won  by:  Tom  Greer  from  Atlanta,  GA 


Best  Buckeye  Collection  -  Buckeye  Sentimental 
Reasons,  Buckeye  Bravado,  Buckeye 
Country  Gal 

Won  by:  Tom  Greer  from  Atlanta,  GA 
Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Hybrid  Collection 
EK-Laskovyi  Mai,  EK-Goluboglazaia  Rossiia, 
Goluboi  Tuman 

Won  by:  Marie  Burns  from  Baltimore,  MD 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Collection 
EK-Goluboglazaia  Rossiia,  Khomiachok, 
Kosmicheskaia  Legenda-2 

Won  by:  Tom  Greer  from  Atlanta,  GA 
3rd  Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Collection 
EK-Golubaia  Krov’,  Ian-Selena,  RS-Mavka 
Won  by:  Catherine  Thompson  from 
Cedar  Falls,  I A 

Best  Lyon’s  Collection  -  Spring  Cardinal,  Cupid’s 
Jewel,  Lyon ’s  June  Bug 
Won  by:  Andrea  Worrell  from  Downer’s 
Grove,  IL 

Best  Miniature  African  Violet  -  Orchard’s 
Wonder  Twin 

Won  by:  Catherine  Thompson  from 
Cedar  Falls,  I A 

Best  Semiminiature  African  Violet 
Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl 
Won  by:  Tom  Greer  from  Atlanta,  GA 
Best  Trailer  -  Jersey  Girl  Trailer 

Won  by:  Barbara  Jones  from  Malvern,  PA 
Best  Vintage  Violet  -  Double  Black  Cherry 

Won  by:  Lynn  Allen  from  Bloomfield  Hills,  MI 
Best  Vintage  Violet  -  Mini/SM  -  Baby  Brian 
Won  by:  Kitty  Hedgepeth  from  Richmond,  VA 
Best  New  Cultivar  -  Amateur 
Mac’s  Misty  Meadow 
Won  by:  George  McDonald  from 
Jamesburg,  NJ 
Best  Unusual  Container 

S.  5g  clone  pendula  var.  kizarae 

Won  by:  Dolores  Gibbs  from  San  Marcos,  TX 
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Best  Other  Gesneriad 

Columnea  ‘Orange  Sherbet' 

Won  by:  Libby  Behnke  from  Newark,  DE 
Best  Concord 

Won  by:  Rodney  Barnett  from  Red  Lion,  PA 
Best  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 

Won  by:  Catherine  Thompson  from 
Cedar  Falls,  I A 
Best  Everdlna 

Won  by:  Hans  Inpijn  from  Dana  Point,  CA 
Best  Precious  Pink 

Won  by:  Danny  Tidwell  from 
New  Braunfels,  TX 
Best  Thad’s  Episcia 

Eplscla  ‘ Thad’s  Cheetah  ’ 

Won  by:  Richard  Carr  from  Reynoldsburg,  OH 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes  -  60  blue  ribbons 
Won  by:  Catherine  Thompson  from 
Cedar  Falls,  IA 

Runner-Up  to  Hort.  Sweepstakes  -  42  blue  ribbons 
Won  by:  George  McDonald  from 
Jamesburg,  NJ 

Design  Division 

Best  Design  in  Show  and  Best  Terrarium 

Won  by:  Dolores  Gibbs  from  San  Marcos,  TX 
2nd  Best  Design  in  Show 

Won  by:  Paul  Kroll  from  East  Aurora,  NY 
3rd  Best  Design  in  Show 

Won  by:  Ruth  Goeke  from  Brenham,  TX 
Best  Dish  Garden 

Won  by:  Danny  Tidwell  from 
New  Braunfels,  TX 

Design  Sweepstakes  -  1 1  blue  ribbons 

Won  by:  Elmer  Godeny  from  Gonzales,  LA 
Runner-Up  to  Design  Sweepstakes  -  7  blue  ribbons 
Won  by:  Danny  Tidwell  from  New 
Braunfels,  TX 

Commercial  Division 

Best  African  Violet  in  Show  -  Commercial 
Rob’s  Chilly  Willy 

Won  by:  The  Violet  Barn,  Ralph  (Rob) 
Robinson  from  Naples,  NY 


2nd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show 
Commercial  specimen 
Wild  Irish  Rose 

Won  by:  B.  ].  Ohme  from  Lincoln,  NE 
3rd  Best  African  Violet  Society  in  Show 
Commercial  specimen 
Lyon ’s  Red  Rocket 

Won  by:  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouse,  Paul 
Sorano  from  Dolgeville,  NY 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection  -  Commercial 
Wrangler’s  Canyon  Echoes,  Rodeo  County, 
Apache  Victory 

Won  by:  Bluebird  Greenhouse,  Libbie 
Glembocki  from  Apex,  NC 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semimini  Collection 
Commercial 

Rob ’s  Combustible  Pigeon,  Rob ’s  Fuddy 
Duddy,  Rob’s  Calypso  Beat 
Won  by:  The  Violet  Barn,  Ralph  (Rob) 
Robinson  from  Naples,  NY 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semimini  Collection 
Commercial 

Optimara  Little  Maya,  Jolly  Fire,  Mac’s 
Genuine  Grannie’s 
Won  by:  Bluebird  Greenhouse,  Libbie 
Glembocki  from  Apex,  NC 
Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  Commercial 

Optimara  EverGrace,  Optimara  EverPraise, 
Optimara  EverBeautiful 
Won  by:  Bluebird  Greenhouse,  Libbie 
Glembocki  from  Apex,  NC 
Best  Other  Gesneriad  -  Commercial 

Streptocarpus  ‘Heartland’s  White  Gold ’ 
Won  by:  B,  J.  Ohme  from  Lincoln,  NE 
Best  Rodeo  Country 

Won  by:  Bluebird  Greenhouse,  Libbie 
Glembocki  from  Apex,  NC 
Best  New  Cultivar  -  Commercial 
Rob ’s  Lucky  Number 
Won  by:  The  Violet  Barn,  Ralph  (Rob) 
Robinson  from  Naples,  NY 
2nd  Best  New  Cultivar  -  Commercial 
Lyon ’s  Red  Rocket 

Won  by:  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouse,  Paul 
Sorano  from  Dolgeville,  NY 
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3rd  Best  New  Cultivar  -  Commercial 
Sierra  Sunrise 

Won  by:  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouse, 

Paul  Sorano  from  Dolgeville,  NY 
Best  Horticulture  Showcase 

Won  by:  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouse, 

Paul  Sorano  from  Dolgeville,  NY 
Best  Artistic  Showcase 

Won  by:  Bluebird  Greenhouse, 

Libbie  Glembocki  from  Apex,  NC 
Best  Commercial  Display  Table 

Won  by:  The  Violet  Barn,  Ralph  (Rob) 
Robinson  from  Naples,  NY 
Best  African  Violet  on  Display  Thble  -  Commercial 
Rob's  Jitterbug 

Won  by:  The  Violet  Barn,  Ralph  (Rob) 
Robinson  from  Naples,  NY 
Commercial  Horticulture  Sweepstakes 
35  blue  ribbons 
Won  by:  Bluebird  Greenhouse, 

Libbie  Glembocki  from  Apex,  NC 


Runner-Up  to  Commercial  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes  -  9  blue  ribbons 
Won  by:  B.  J.  Ohme  from  Lincoln,  NE 

Publications 

Best  Yearbook 

Won  by:  San  Mateo  AVS  SMCAVS  from 
San  Mateo,  CA 
Second  Best  Yearbook 

Won  by:  First  Austin  AVS  First  Austin 
AVS  from  Austin,  TX 
Third  Best  Yearbook 

Won  by:  First  AVS  of  Denton  FAVSD  from 
Denton,  TX 
Best  Newsletter 

Won  by:  Ye  Bay  Stater  Manozzi,  Nancy  from 
Framingham,  MA 
Second  Best  Newsletter 

Won  by:  Columbus  AVS  Carr,  Nancy  from 
Columbus,  OH 


Membership  Application 

Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by _ Mem.  # _ 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  www.avsa.org  Date _ 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine. 


□  Individual  Membership  USA  ($30.00) 

□  Associate  Member  USA  ($  15.00-no  magazine)  □ 
(Must  reside  at  same  address  as  a  person 

having  any  other  Class  of  membership 

□  International  Individual,  Canada  ($35.00) 

□  International  Associate,  Canada  ($17.50) 

□  International  Individual,  other  than  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  International  Associate,  other  than  Canada  ($20.00) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($60.00) 

□  Commercial  Canada  ($65.00) 

□  Commercial  International,  other  than  Canada  ($70.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  including  local,  state,  regional,  and 
Judge’s  Councils,  USA  ($35.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter  International, 
other  than  Canada  ($45.00) 

□  Library  ($30.00) 

□  Life  Member  USA  ($1,000.00) 

□  Life  Member  International  ($1,500.00) 


New  Member  □  Renewal  Mem  # _ 

(Please  type  or  print) 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ Country _ 

Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS:  please  remit  in  US$ 


with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  International  Postal 
money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 

VISA  /  MC  accepted  Card  # _ Exp.  Date _ 

Security  Code _ Signature _ 

E-mail  Address _ 
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Rob ’s  Melon 
Wedges 

Exhibited,  and 
Hybridized  by: 

Ralph  Robinson 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Granger's 

Wonderland 

Exhibited  by: 

Joanne  Hoover 

Hybridized  by: 

Eyerdom 

Large 


Photo  Credit: Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Small  Talk  32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky  Email :  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 


The  AVSA  64th  National 
Convention  was  a  beautiful  show 
held  in  Raleigh,  NC.  I  am  always 
amazed  and  delighted  at  how  each 
hosting  group  adds  their  own  unique 
flavor  to  the  show.  I  look  forward  to 
convention  time  for  many  reasons 
and  am  already  excited  for  the  next 
convention  in  201 1  in  Cherry  Hill,  NJ. 

Keeping  with  my  usual  routine,  I 
will  share  the  highlights  about  minia¬ 
tures  and  semi  miniatures  in  Amateur 
Horticulture  in  this  column. 

I  can’t  believe  how  far  people  travel  with 
plants  and  manage  to  still  win  top  show  awards! 
Catherine  Thompson  from  Cedar  Falls,  IA  won 
best  miniature  with  her  lovely  plant  ‘Orchard’s 
Wonder  Twin.’  The  blossom  on  this  plant  is  a 
double  white  star.  The  leaves  are  light  green.  If 
you  are  looking  for  a  nice  miniature  to  grow, 
‘Orchard’s  Wonder  Twin’  is  a  good  one  to  try. 
‘Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet’  is  also  a  great 
miniature  to  grow. 

The  best  semi  miniature  in  the  show  was  won 
by  Tom  Greer  from  Atlanta,  GA  with  ‘Ness’ 
Cranberry  Swirl’.  Those  who  have  read  my 
column  before  know  what  a  fan  I  am  of  this 
plant.  ‘Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl’  has  double  white 
star  blossoms  with  a  variable  fuchsia  edge.  The 
foliage  is  variegated  green  and  cream.  Because  it 
can  not  be  started  from  a  leaf,  it  can  be  a  harder 
plant  to  get  to  bloom  true.  It  is  worth  a  try, 
though,  as  it  a  delightful  plant  to  have  in  your 
collection  and  to  grow  for  show. 

Tom  Greer  also  won  the  best  AVSA  collection 
of  miniatures/semi-miniatures  in  the  show  with 
the  semi  miniatures  ‘Ness’  Satin  Rose’,  ‘Ness’ 
Cranberry  Swirl,’  and  ‘Jolly  Champ’.  ‘Ness’  Satin 
Rose’  blossoms  are  double  rose-mauve  two-tone 
star.  The  leaves  are  dark  green,  quilted  and 
scalloped  with  a  red  back.  This  variety  can  be  a 
heavy  bloomer  and  is  a  reliable  plant  to  have  in 


your  own  group  of  semi  miniatures. 
Since  ‘Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl’  has 
already  been  described  above,  I’ll 
move  on  to  ‘Jolly  Champ’.  The 
blossoms  on  ‘Jolly  Champ’  are  semi 
double-double  red  pansy.  The  foliage 
is  medium  green,  quilted  and  wavy. 
The  three  plants  made  an  adorable 
collection  of  tried  and  true  semi 
miniatures. 

The  second  best  AVSA  collection  of 
miniatures/semi  miniatures  was  won  by  Marie 
Burns  from  Baltimore,  MD,  with  miniatures  ‘Jolly 
Jubilee’,  ‘Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei,’  and  ‘Precious 
Red’.  ‘Jolly  Jubilee’  has  single  to  semi-double 
purple  pansy  blossoms.  The  foliage  is  crown 
variegated  medium  green  and  gold.  It  makes  a 
striking  combination.  ‘Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei’  has 
single  purple  pansy  blossoms  with  a  white  eye. 
The  foliage  is  variegated  medium  green  and 
white  and  heart  shaped.  ‘Precious  Red’  has  semi- 
double-double  dark  red  pansy  blossoms.  The 
leaves  are  dark  green  and  plain  with  a  red  back.  I 
haven’t  grown  any  of  these  three  miniatures 
before,  but  have  decided  that  they  are  worth 
making  room  for  on  one  of  my  shelves  in  the 
future. 

The  Best  Trailer  in  the  show  was  won  by 
Barbara  Jones  from  Malvern,  PA,  with  a  minia¬ 
ture  trailer  ‘Jersey  Girl  Trailer.’  I  couldn’t  find  a 
description  for  this  plant  in  the  First  Class  pro¬ 
gram,  so  I  will  describe  it  from  the  photo  I  took. 
The  blossoms  on  ‘Jersey  Girl  Trailer’  appear  to  me 
to  be  single-semi-double  purple  pansy.  The 
foliage  is  medium  green.  If  I  have  made  an  error 
in  the  description,  please  let  me  know  and  I  will 
put  the  correct  one  in  my  next  column. 

The  last  item  I  want  to  talk  about  in  the 
Amateur  Horticultural  division  of  the  show  is  the 
award  for  Best  New  Cultivar.  This  is  the  category 
where  hybridizers,  who  are  not  commercial 
growers,  have  a  chance  to  show  their  new 
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hybrids.  This  category  doesn’t  always  have 
entries  so  it  is  exciting  when  there  is  more  than 
one  entry  in  this  class.  The  Best  New  Cultivar 
was  won  by  George  McDonald  from  Jamesburg, 
NJ  with  his  hybrid  ‘Mac’s  Misty  Meadow.’  This  is 
a  miniature  plant  with  single  white  stick-tite 
blossoms  with  a  green  edge.  The  foliage  is 
medium  green.  An  honorable  mention  goes  to 


George  for  another  of  his  new  hybrids  ‘Dark 
Night  of  the  Soul.’  I  unfortunately  don’t  have  a 
proper  description  for  this  plant,  but  I  can  tell  you 
the  blossom  is  black.  Again,  let  me  know  the 
right  description  and  I  will  make  sure  to  include  it 
next  time.  Both  of  George’s  new  hybrids  are  sure 
to  be  “must  haves.” 

Until  next  time,  be  happy  and  healthy. 


°  o  o 


In  Memory 


Jean  Robine 

In  January  we  lost  our  very  dear  friend  and 
member  Jean  Robine.  Jean  joined  our  Society 
in  1987.  Jean  was  an  Honorary  Life  Member. 
Jean  never  said  “no”  to  any  job  she  was  asked 
to  do.  She  was  Treasurer  for  several  years  and 
kept  excellent  records.  She  also  did  our 
monthly  plant  raffle.  She  manned  the  sales 
tables  for  our  shows  for  many  years,  and  kept 
all  the  properties,  making  sure  all  the  fabric 
that  was  used  in  our  show  was  clean  and 
pressed,  and  you  had  better  make  sure  all  the 
table  clips  were  back  in  their  bags!  She  grew 
beautiful  African  violets  and  gesneriads  on  a 
ping  pong  table  in  her  basement.  Some  of  her 
favorite  gesneriads,  Columnea  ‘Earlybird’  and 
Episcia  ‘Ronnie’  were  always  entered  in  our 
shows.  Last  year  she  entered  one  of  Sharon 
Holtzman’s  cultivars,  which  she  grew  from 
seed,  and  won  Best  Seedling.  Jean  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  all  of  her  violet  friends. 

Elizabeth  “Betty”  Gregg 

A  longtime  member  of  the  Delaware 
African  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Society  and  an 
AVSA  Judge,  Betty  Gregg  passed  away  in 
March.  Betty  was  known  not  only  for  her 
lovely  award  winning  African  violets  and 
gesneriads,  but  she  was  also  a  talented  flower 
arranger.  Betty  served  as  President  of  our 
group  from  1988  -  1990,  she  was  co-chair¬ 


man  for  Delaware  African  Violet  show  in 
2001,  and  for  many  years  she  worked  devel¬ 
oping  our  show  themes.  She  was  also  a  world 
champion  archer,  a  botanist,  an  organist,  an 
avid  camper,  painter,  and  square  dancer.  She 
will  be  missed  by  her  friends  in  the  Delaware 
African  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Society. 

Gertrude  “Trudi”  Christensen 

Gertrude  “Trudi”  Christensen  died  February 
1 7,  in  Myrtle  Beach,  SC.  Trudi  was  the  founder 
and  president  of  Palmetto  AV  Society  of  Myrtle 
Beach,  SC.  A  talented  grower,  she  grew  many 
award-winning  violets.  Trudi  also  devoted  her 
time  to  teaching  others  how  to  grow  African 
violets.  Her  husband  Marvin  was  her  assistant, 
set  up  person,  and  loving  supporter.  He 
continues  to  volunteer  with  our  club. 

Barbara  Winship 

Barbara  Winship,  a  long  time  member  of 
the  Corpus  Christi  AVS,  passed  away  in  April. 
Barbara  was  a  special  lady.  She  was  the 
Treasurer  for  CCAVS  for  many  years  and  was 
vitally  important  to  our  club  when  we  held 
our  annual  Show  and  at  each  and  every  sale. 
Barbara  was  a  gracious  hostess  to  many  a 
Christmas  Party.  As  well  as  being  very 
supportive  and  a  strong  link  in  our  member¬ 
ship  chain,  Barbara  was  always  a  delightful 
ray  of  sunshine  in  the  life  and  times  of  CCAVS. 
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2019  Crosswind  Ct.  •  Englewood,  OH 
Email:  melsgrice@earthlink.net 


A  Family  Portrait 

By  Mel  Grice 

Aeschynanthus  sp.  ‘Thailand’  (pink) 


I  was  thrilled  in  late  January  when 
this  beautiful  species  of 
Aeschynanthus  bloomed  for  the  first 
time.  What  a  treat  to  behold,  especially 
with  all  of  the  snow  outside!  The 
plant’s  striking  pink  calyces  look  like 
elongated  balloons  before  the  flowers 
gradually  emerge  like  tubes  of  lipstick 
and  open  to  reveal  a  darker  pink  and 
white  throat.  Calyx  and  tube  together 
are  about  two  inches  long  and  an  inch  wide.  It  is 
now  mid-March  as  I  write  this,  and  there  are  still 
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a  few  flowers  being  produced.  I  was 
given  a  cutting  of  this  plant  several 
years  ago  by  a  good  friend  in  Canada 
and  have  kept  taking  cuttings  of  it  so 
that  now  I  have  a  nice  looking  8" 
hanging  basket.  The  flowers  are  pro¬ 
duced  only  on  the  growth  tips  so  fre¬ 
quent  pruning  is  essential.  I  have 
been  rather  busy  lately  and  the  vines 
have  become  quite  long  so  all  the 
flowers  were  produced  on  vines  that  were  2  feet 
in  length  or  longer.  In  the  future,  I  plan  on  doing 
a  better  job  of  pruning  so  that  the 
flowers  are  nearer  the  top  of  the  pot. 

The  apple-green  foliage  is  smaller 
than  many  Aeschynanthus  species,  a 
little  shorter  and  rounder  than  leaves  of 
Aeschynanthus  radicans.  The  leaves  are 
close  together  on  the  stem  unlike  some 
of  the  other  members  of  this  genus.  This 
makes  for  a  tidy  looking  plant  that  does 
not  take  up  so  much  room  like  other 
Aeschynanthus.  Stem  cuttings  root 
easily  if  kept  in  a  humid  atmosphere  like 
under  a  plastic  dome  or  in  a  plastic  bag. 

Aeschynanthus  prefer  warmth  (70-80 
degrees  F)  and  high  humidity  since  they 
come  from  tropical  rain  forests. 
Depending  on  their  growth  habit,  they 
can  be  grown  in  a  hanging  pot  or  grown 
upright  on  a  fluorescent  light  stand  or 
windowsill.  Most  prefer  a  well-drained 
potting  mix  that  is  allowed  to  dry  out 
slightly  between  waterings.  I  have  sent 
many  Aeschynanthus  to  the  compost 
heap  by  overwatering.  They  do  not 
grow  in  pots  of  sterilized  soil  in  nature. 
You  may  have  noticed  that  roots  extend 
from  each  leaf  node  if  there  is  sufficient 
humidity.  These  roots  attach  themselves 
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to  trees  and  boulders  as  the  plant  vines  grow. 
They  receive  frequent  rain  showers  that  quickly 
run  off  the  roots.  Most  nutrients  that  they  receive 
come  from  the  water  running  off  the  trees  or 
rocks  that  the  plants  have  attached  themselves 
to.  I  make  a  potting  soil  mixture  that  I  call  my 
“epiphyte”  mix  for  lack  of  a  better  name.  I  use 
equal  parts  peat,  perlite,  and  vermiculite.  I  add 
horticultural  charcoal,  a  small  piece  orchid  bark, 
and  some  long  fiber  sphagnum  moss  that  I  shred 
into  smaller  pieces  before  adding  to  the  mixture. 
Since  the  roots  of  epiphytic  plants  are  not 
growing  in  much  soil  (if 
any)  in  nature,  they  do  not 
require  the  lime  that  AV 
growers  usually  add  to  AV 
soil  mixes.  So  leave  out  the 
lime.  I  used  to  try  to  grow 
all  Gesneriads  in  my  basic 
AV  soil  mix  but  now  have 
different  recipes  that  try  to 
mimic  their  natural  grow¬ 
ing  conditions.  Truly  one 
size  does  not  fit  all. 

I  grow  Aeschynanthus 
sp.  ‘Thailand’  (pink)  in  my 
“Florida”  room  which  has 
windows  on  three  sides 
covered  by  sheer  curtains. 

I  did  not  have  enough 
room  for  Gesneriads  grow¬ 
ing  in  hanging  pots  so  I 
increased  my  growing  area 
by  purchasing  metal 
shelves  that  I  call  “Baker’s 
shelves”  commonly  sold  at 
places  like  Lowe’s  or  Home 
Depot.  They  are  open  wire 
shelves  that  you  assemble 
yourself.  I  purchased  the 
five  shelve  version  and 
only  used  three  of  the 
shelves.  Plants  such  as 
Streptocarpus  grow  on  the 
bottom  shelf  under  a  two 
tube  T-8  fixture.  The  fix¬ 
ture  is  attached  to  the 


bottom  of  the  middle  shelf  which  is  even  with  the 
windowsill.  Plants  grown  on  the  middle  shelf 
receive  mostly  filtered  light  from  the  windows. 
The  top  shelf  is  as  high  as  I  can  make  it  so  that  1 
have  room  to  grow  six  or  seven  hanging  pots 
from  it.  I  have  attached  a  single  strip  T-5  fixture 
to  the  bottom  of  the  top  shelf  so  that  in  winter  I 
can  add  supplemental  light.  On  top  of  this  shelf,  I 
place  African  violet  leaves  to  root  in  propagation 
boxes.  They  seem  to  do  just  fine  with  the  light 
bounced  off  of  the  white  ceiling.  As  you  can  see, 
no  space  is  wasted  at  my  house. 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  ($5.00  for 
non-members)  for  each  plant,  and  is  valid  for  two 
years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended  two 
years  for  an  additional  $1.00  ($5.00  for  non¬ 
members).  Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00 
($25.00  for  non-members)  unless  completed 
within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00  for  non-members). 

Linda  Nesvacil  -  Wisconsin  Dells,  W1 
‘Rrav’s  Irish  Mist’  (10283)  03/05/2010  (L.  Nesvacil) 
Semidouble  white  cupped  pansy/lavender-blue  mottling 
and  streaks,  wide  green  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted. 

Standard 

‘Rrav’s  Scottish  Tartan’  (10284)  03/05/2010  (L. 
Nesvacil)  Single  white  star/variable  blue  and  yellow 
mottling  and  streaks.  Medium  green,  quilted,  hairy, 
scalloped.  Standard 

***** 

Svetlana  Repkina  -  Lugansk,  Ukraine 
‘RS-Dolores’  (10285)  03/22/2010  (S.  Repkina)  Single¬ 
semidouble  white  large  wavy  star/pink  patches.  Dark 
green,  ovate,  scalloped.  Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 
‘RS-Goluboi  Shifon’  (10286)  03/22/2010  (S.  Repkina) 
Single-semidouble  blue  wavy  large.  Variegated  dark 
green  and  pink,  ovate.  Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 
‘RS^Mavka’  (10287)  03/22/2010  (S.  Repkina)  Single¬ 
semidouble  white  large  wavy  star/cream  patches,  green 
edge.  Dark  green,  ovate,  scalloped.  Standard 
(Russ/Ukr) 

‘RS-Nezhnoe  Prikosnovenie’  (10288)  03/22/2010  (S. 
Repkina)  Semidouble  white-cream  wavy  large.  Dark 
green,  ovate,  scalloped.  Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 
‘RS-Raznoperistaia  Ptichka’  (10289)  03/22/2010  (S. 
Repkina)  Single  white  large  wavy  star/bright  pink 
patches,  blue  fantasy.  Dark  green,  ovate,  scalloped. 
Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 

‘RS-Slivovyi  Punsh’  (10290)  03/22/2010  (S.  Repkina) 
Semidouble-double  white  and  violet.  Medium  green, 
ovate,  scalloped.  Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 
‘RS-Snovideniia’  (10291)  03/22/2010  (S.  Repkina) 
Single  white  star/pale  green  patches,  raspberry  edge. 
Medium  green,  pointed.  Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 
‘RS-Tsvetochnyi  Vihr”  (10292)  03/22/2010  (S. 


Repkina)  Semidouble-double  white  large 
wavy/raspberry  eye,  veins,  edge.  Medium 
green,  wavy.  Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 
‘RS-Zelenaia  Laguna’  (10293)  03/22/2010 
(S.  Repkina)  Double  white  large/blue  splashes, 
green  edge.  Light  green,  ruffled,  scalloped. 
Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 

‘RS-Zhivaia  Energiia’  (10294)  03/22/2010 
(S.  Repkina)  Single  white  bell/light  fuchsia 
patches,  dark  fuchsia  edge.  Variegated  medium  green, 
white  and  pink,  ovate.  Standard  (Russ/Ukr) 

***** 

Dolores  Harrington  -  Fridley,  MN 
‘Dolores’  Antique  Lavender’  (10295)  03/25/2010  (D. 
Harrington)  Double  lavender  ruffled  pansy/white-green 
edge.  Light  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted,  scalloped. 

Standard 

***** 

Linda  Nesvacil  -  Wisconsin  Dells,  WI 
‘Rrav’s  Scottish  Rose’  (10296)  03/26/2010  (L. 
Nesvacil)  Single  pink  star.  Medium  green,  heart- 

shaped,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 

***** 

A 

Catherine  R.  Thompson  -  Cedar  Falls,  LA 
‘Dusky  Luck’  (10297)  03/30/2010  (C.  Thompson) 
Single  orchid-mauve  pansy.  Dark  green,  pointed, 
glossy.  Miniature 

‘Queen  of  Pink’  (10298)  03/30/2010  (C.  Thompson) 
Single  light  pink  sticktite  pansy.  Dark  green,  wavy/red 
back.  Standard 

‘Roller  Rink’  (10299)  03/30/2010  (C.  Thompson) 
Semidouble  chimera  red  pansy/white  stripe.  Medium 
green,  plain,  pointed.  Miniature 

REGISTRATION  CHANGES 

The  following  descriptions  have  been  changed  at  the 
request  of  the  hybridizers: 

‘Mac‘s  Misty  Meadow’  (10153)  Change  from  Miniature 
to  Semiminiature. 

‘Patt’s  Cameo’  (6895)  Change  to  “Double  light  pink  two- 
tone  frilled  /variable  coppery  top  petals.”  (change  in 
italics) 
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Editor’s  Note:  This  report  of  the  AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund  was  scheduled  to 

appear  in  the  May /June  2010  issue  of  the  AVM.  Due  to  an 
oversight  on  my  part,  it  was  inadvertently  left  out. 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 
35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 
1  February  2010  to  15  March  2010 


Jacqueline  Perry 

Frankie  Pletzer 

4?® 

kP 

^  Thumbprint 

Ralph  Mancusi 

Donalda  Ferguson 

Doris  Schenck 

Meredith  Roe 

F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano 

Milwaukee  AVS/WI 

Amethyst  AVC/St.  Louis 

Margaret  Califano 

Shirley  Davis 

Speaking  fee  donation from 

Pamela  Woods 

Bonn  Nadeau 

Frances  Ratte 

Garden  State  AVC/NJ 

Sue  Haffner 

Speaking  fee  donation from 

Lucinda  Kemmis-Guymon 

Multicolor 

Dane  Tooker 

Rebecca  McMeel 

Patricia  Huffman 

Bonnie  Henell 

Marion  Hamtil 

Keith  Hussen 

Sweetwater  AVS/NY 

Gail  Podany 

Carol  Allegretti 

Ventura  County  AVS/CA 

Joe’s  Violets/TX 

Victoria  J.  Hartmann 

Dolores  Harrington 

TOTALS  $405.00 

AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger  •  2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  January  16,  2010  -  March  15,  2010 


Chimera 

Mid  Atlantic  African  Violet  Society, 
Richmond,  VA 

For  the  Office  Computer  Fund 


Geneva 

African  Violet  Club  of  Morris  County,  NJ. 
In  memory  oj Phil  Daniels,  member 
and  dearffiend.  For  the  Office 
Computer  Fund 

African  Violet  Society  of  SW  Florida 
Remaining  balance  of  club funds 
after  disbandment 

Sylvia  Singh,  Rburon,  CA 


Multicolor 

Patricia  Huffman,  Carmichaels,  PA 
Eileen  H.  Stannard,  Leesville,  LA 
Jamie  Walcott,  Montgomery,  AL 


African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 
For  the  Website  Improvement  and 
Office  Computer  Funds 
Georgene  Albrecht,  Oakdale,  PA 
Payment for  cost  of  6  issues  of  the 
A  VM,  for  her  Lfe  Membership 
Mel  S.  Grice,  Englewood,  OH 

For  the  Office  Manager’s  computer 
Stephanie  Griffith,  Tlicson,  AZ 
Robert  Kurzynski,  Clifton,  N] 

Catherine  L.  Walbridge,  Chicopee,  MA 
In fond  memory  of  Hugh  Howson, 
husband  of  Charlotte  Howson 
Andrea  Worrell,  Downers  Grove,  IL 
Thstana  African  Violet  Society,  CA 
In  loving  memory  of  Mary  Grese, 
long  time  member  ofTustanaAVS 


Barbara  Antkowiak,  Rapid  City,  SD 
African  Violet  Society  of  Philadelphia,  PA 
In  lieu  of  judging  expenses for 
Susan  Amao,  Clyde  Ashton, 

Laurel  Brown,  Fred  Hill.  For  the 
Website  Improvement  Fund 


Margaret  A.  Califano,  Latham,  NY 
Cross  Town  African  Violet  Club,  Madison,  WI 
Lisa  DiMambro,  Raymond,  NH 

For  the  Internet  Improvement  Fund 
First  Lakeland  African  Violet  Society 
In  lieu  of  judge’s fee for  Bob  Green 
Marion  A.  Hamtil,  0.  Fallon,  MO 
R.  David  Harley;  Urbana,  IL 
Delores  Harrington,  Fridley,  MN 
Shirley  Jones,  Piqua,  OH 
Jo  Ann  Levine,  Billings,  MT 
Marion  W.  Martin,  Lexington,  SC 
Elena  Martinez,  Miami,  FL 
F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano,  Easley,  SC 
Rebecca  McMeel,  Houma,  LA 
Milwaukee  African  Violet  Society,  WI 
Leslee  J.  Newman,  Yorba,  CA 
North  Star  African  Violet  Council,  MN 
Jacqueline  Perry,  Saratoga  Springs,  NY 
Barbara  Pershing,  Cedar  Falls,  IA 
Frankie  E.  Pletzer,  Beaumont,  TX 
Stella  A.  Richardson,  Riverside,  CA 
Meredith  Roe,  Arlington,  TX 
Jo  Anne  Schrimsher  /  Jo’s  Violets,  Victoria,  TX 
Ethel  Spurlin,  Mililani,  HI 
Sweetwater  African  Violet  Society,  NY 
Ventura  County  African  Violet  Society,  CA 

Website  Improvement  Fund:  $42.00 
Office  Computer  Fund:  $1,140.00 

TOTAL  CONTRIBUTIONS:  $2106.03 
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For  Beginners 

By  Cheryl  Salatino 


14  Maple  Avenue  •  Sudbury,  MA  01776 
Email:  cheryl@dancingshadowsdesign.com 


What’s  the  Name? 

Why  We  Fuss  About  Labels 


The  first  African  violet  I  grew  was  a 
beautiful  dark  purple  variety  my  mom  had 
acquired  from  a  local  greenhouse.  The  label 
was  generic,  Saintpaulia  ionantha,  and  I’m 
sure  I  didn’t  keep  it.  Once  I  determined  1  could 
grow  the  plant,  a  second  and  third  were 
procured.  While  the  flowers  on  each  new  plant 
were  different  colors,  the  labels  were  identical. 

At  the  time,  I  didn’t  think  much  about  names.  I  knew  the 
plants  were  African  violets,  regardless  of  the  label. 
However,  it  did  seem  odd  that  there  wasn’t  more  infor¬ 
mation  available  to  distinguish  one  African  violet  from 
another. 

My  eyes  were  finally 
opened  when  I  visited 
an  African  violet  exhibit 
at  our  local  Spring 
Flower  Show.  Not  only 
was  each  plant  unique 
in  flower  and  foliage, 
but  every  one  had  a 
different  name  that  was 
clearly  displayed. 

Why  We  Label 
Our  Plants 

There  are  thousands  of  named  African  violet  varieties 
species  and  cultivars.  We  have  that  body  of  information 
today  because  AVSA  is  the  International  Registration 
Authority  for  our  favorite  plant.  The  society  has  recently 
published  the  12th  edition  of  its  Master  List  of  Species 
and  Cultivars .  Each  named  or  registered  variety  listed 
includes  a  description  of  the  blossom,  foliage,  size,  and  the 
hybridizer.  The  Master  List  of  Species  and  Cultivars  offers 
a  wealth  of  information  about  varieties  that  date  back  as 
far  as  thel940’s. 

When  we  purchase  plants  from  our  commercial 
vendors,  we  expect  to  receive  correctly  named  varieties. 


People  that  we  share  plants  with  expect  the 
same  courtesy  from  us.  Even  if  we  choose  to 
grow  for  the  sole  enjoyment  of  the  plants  in 
bloom,  it  is  important  to  be  able  to  identify 
each  variety.  Why?  Preserving  this  infor¬ 
mation  enables  us  to  propagate  and  pass  along 
plants  for  others  to  enjoy,  exhibit,  or  use  in 
hybridizing  new  plants.  And,  these  are  just  a 
few  reasons  why  retaining  an  accurate  label  is  essential.  If 
you’ve  ever  brought  home  a  “must  have”  plant  that 
produced  an  unexpected  blossom,  you  understand  the 
value  of  proper  naming  and  labeling. 

There  is  another 
important  reason  to 
retain  the  correct  plant 
name.  For  those  growers 
who  wish  to  enter  a 
plant  in  an  AVSA  spon¬ 
sored  show,  the  plant  is 
required  to  be  a  named 
variety.  As  part  of  the 
entry  process,  the  Classi¬ 
fications  Committee 
examines  the  plant  to 
verily  it  is  the  variety  we 
say  it  is.  We  do  this  to 
make  certain  entries  in  the  show  can  be  properly  judged. 
Through  our  African  violet  shows,  we  also  help  the 
general  public  gain  a  greater  knowledge  that  may 
stimulate  an  interest  in  growing. 

Information  to  Keep 

Only  a  few  key  pieces  of  information  are  all  that’s 
needed.  For  most  of  us,  there  are  no  more  than  three 
items  to  record:  plant  name,  blossom  color,  and  potting 
date.  Here’s  why. 

Plant  Name.  The  most  important  information  to 
record  is  the  full  plant  name.  Often,  hybridizers  use  a 
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common  identifier  before  the  plant  name,  i.e.  ‘Rob’s 
Penguin  Suit’  or  ‘ACA’s  Red  Ember.’  Recording  the  full 
name  eliminates  the  possibility  that  the  plant  becomes 
misidentified  or  confused  with  a  plant  having  a  similar 
name.  Did  you  know  there  is  a  plant  named  ‘Picasso’  and 
another  named  ‘Optimara  Picasso’?  These  two  plants  are 
very  different  varieties.  While  it  may  take  longer  to  write 
the  name  or  even  require  a  larger  label,  you  can  quickly 
see  how  important  it  is  to  transfer  the  full  name. 

Blossom  Color.  When  plants  are  young  or  not  in 
bloom,  recording  the  blossom  color  can  help  determine 
whether  the  plant  is  blooming  true  to  the  variety.  For  me,  it 
also  helps  diversify  my  collection.  So  often  I  would  bring 
home  plants  with  the  same  blossom  colors.  Now  that  I 
capture  blossom  color  information,  I  can  quickly  look  at  my 
plant  labels  to  determine  which  color  would  be  a  nice 
addition.  Ah,  the  best  laid  plans.  Truthfully,  I  still  bring 
home  too  many  of  the  same  color! 

Potting  Date.  African  violets  need  to  be  repotted  at 
least  once  per  year  -  although  twice  is  even  better. 
Knowing  when  a  plant  was  last  repotted  helps  ensure  no 
plant  becomes  overlooked.  This  information  also  helps 
when  starting  a  leaf  cutting.  The  date  on  the  label  helps 
track  the  time  it  takes  for  baby  plantlets  to  appear. 

Methods  of  Labeling 

There  are  several  methods  of  labeling  -  the  best  is  the 
one  you  choose  to  use  on  a  regular  basis.  Of  course,  there 
are  pros  and  cons  to  each  method.  Once  you  find  one  or 
two  that  work  for  you  -  stick  with  it.  A  plant  that  loses  its 
label  is  often  difficult  to  re-identify  with  certainty. 

Self-Stick  Labels 

Choices:  Dots  and  small  rectangular  self-stick  labels  are 
available  from  local  office  supply  stores. 

Pros:  Fast  and  easy  to  use  on  plastic  pots  or  plastic  bags. 

Cons:  Moisture  can  disintegrate  the  label  and  make  it 

illegible.  The  stickiness  can  also  lose  its  staying 
power  over  time. 

Tip:  Place  clear  tape  over  the  label  to  reduce  expo¬ 

sure  to  moisture  and  spills.  Replace  the  label 
when  it  begins  to  show  signs  of  wearing. 

Plastic  Stakes 

Choices:  Blank  plastic  stakes  are  available  in  a  variety 
of  colors  from  our  commercial  suppliers  or 
local  garden  centers. 


Pros:  Many  African  violets  are  sold  with  preprinted 

names  on  stakes.  In  the  absence  of  a  pre¬ 
printed  version,  blank  plastic  stakes  are  avail¬ 
able  in  a  variety  of  colors.  For  a  quick  visual 
identifier,  select  a  stake  can  also  be  coordinated 
to  indicate  blossom  color. 

Cons:  Leaving  a  stake  in  the  pot  can  distort  the 

foliage  growth  pattern  and/or  damage  leaves. 
Tip:  Tape  the  stake  to  the  side  of  the  pot.  You  may 

need  to  shorten  its  length  by  trimming  the 
pointed  end.  Use  heavy  duty  tape  so  the  stake 
doesn’t  get  dislodged  when  the  pot  is  moved. 

Two-part  Plastic  Stakes 

One  of  our  local  club  members  introduced  our  group 
to  a  method  I  consider  an  ingenious  use  of  plant  stakes. 
She  cut  the  stake  into  two  pieces  and  attached  them 
with  clear  fishing  line.  The  small  section  (or  pointed 
piece)  is  to  be  placed  in  the  pot.  The  large  section  where 
the  name  is  pre-printed  or  hand-written  dangles  on  the 
side  of  the  pot. 

Choices:  Blank  plastic  stakes  or  pre-printed  stakes  from 
the  grower. 

Pros:  No  more  damage  to  the  foliage!  Thanks,  Betsy, 

for  sharing  your  creativity. 

Cons:  Takes  some  work  to  assemble. 

Up:  Use  a  pencil  to  write  on  the  blank  stake,  since 

you  may  wish  to  reuse  the  label  at  a  later  date. 

Permanent  Markers  for  Disposable  Containers 

Choices:  Best  used  on  Solo®  cups  or  plastic  sandwich  bags 
Pros:  Label  stays  put  where  written 

Cons:  Reusing  the  container  is  limited 

Up:  Select  a  medium  sized  fine-point  marker  for 

best  legibility 

I  often  think  I’d  know  all  my  plants  without  looking  at 
the  name.  Then  I  realize  it’s  not  possible.  Without  labels 
I’d  be  lost  -  we  all  would.  Labels  are  an  essential  tool  for  a 
grower.  Anytime  a  label  is  missing  or  no  longer  readable, 
the  plant  becomes  an  oiphan  or  even  a  cast-away. 

When  it  comes  to  African  violets,  adding  new  varieties 
to  our  collection  is  hard  to  resist.  Today,  many  of  the  new 
hybrids  have  names  that  are  just  as  unique  and  fun  as  the 
plant.  If  we  all  keep  track  of  the  plants  we  grow,  we  can 
confidently  preserve  the  many  wonderful  new,  as  well  as 
older,  varieties  for  future  growers. 

Grow  smart.  Grow  well. 
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Plant  Program  Funds  Students’ 
Trip  to  Florida  and  More 

By  Mary  Schaeffer 


When  I  attended  the  Christmas  party  of  the 
Delaware  chapter  of  the  AVSA  I  was  a  bit  mys¬ 
tified.  The  highlight  of  the  evening  is  an  auction 
-  where  members  and  their  significant  others  bid 
on  items  that  are  mostly  wrapped  so  you  can’t 
see  what’s  inside.  And  the  bidding  can  get  quite 
aggressive.  Were  these  people  lunatics,  or  was  I 
missing  something?  You  know  the  answer;  I 
was,  once  again,  late  to  the  game.  You  see,  the 
proceeds  from  this  auction  go  to  the  Richardson 
Park  Learning  Center  in  the  Red  Clay  District. 
This  is  a  special  school  for  students  with  dis¬ 
abilities  who  cannot  function  in  the  mainstream 
at  the  point  in  time  they  are  attending.  The 
school  works  to  provide  its  students  the  nec¬ 
essary  skills  so  they  can  be  mainstreamed. 

Now,  if  you  are  wondering  about  the  connec¬ 
tion  to  violets  and  gesneriads,  read  on.  I  think 
you  will  be  impressed.  One  of  our  long-term 
growers,  Terry  Celano,  teaches  fourth  and  fifth 
graders  at  the  school.  She  inns  a  unique  program 
that  integrates  the  learning  about  violets,  gesne¬ 
riads,  and  other  plants  into  part  of  the  program’s 
mission  of  teaching  life  skills.  The  program  has 
been  so  successful  that  it  has  won  the  “Super 
Stars  in  Education”  in  Delaware  as  an  innovative 
program  in  the  schools.  At  our  chapter  we  refer 
to  the  program  as  Terry’s  Kids. 

The  Genesis  of  the  Program 

In  1982  Celano  was  given  a  classroom  in  the 
basement  near  an  unused  locker  room  and 
shower.  These  spaces  had  become  a  catch  all 
storage  unit  for  all  sorts  of  junk  that  was  no 
longer  needed.  Those  readers  with  overstuffed 
basements  or  garages  know  how  untidy  these 
spaces  can  become.  But  Celano  saw  a  diamond  in 
the  rough  and  asked  for  the  space.  After  she  had 
it  cleaned  out,  some  of  the  students  from  the  high 
school  came  over  and  utilized  their  newly  honed 
carpentry  skills  to  build  shelving  and  lights. 


With  the  basics  in  place,  Celano  began  teach¬ 
ing  her  students  about  plants,  how  to  care  for 
them  and  how  to  propagate  them.  This  is  a 
hands-on  experience.  Now,  if  you  are  wondering 
about  the  mess,  Terry’s  kids  are  also  taught  how 
to  clean  up  afterwards.  While  they  don’t  grow 
African  violets  from  leaves  -  that  might  take 
longer  than  the  school  year  -  they  do  grow  other 
gesneriads  which  are  exhibited  at  the  Delaware 
African  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Show  each  year. 

More  Than  Homemade  Light  Stands 

Light  stands  built  by  the  students  were  nice, 
but  Celano  wanted  more  for  her  pupils.  As  you’ll 
see  shortly,  these  hard  working  students  were 
propagating  plants  for  two  sales  a  year  and 
earning  money  for  the  extras  that  were  not  bud¬ 
geted  for  by  the  school  district.  And  some  of 
those  extras  (like  trips  out  of  state  requiring 
overnight  stays)  are  not  exactly  cheap. 

To  fund  the  purchase  of  the  professional  light 
stands  many  of  us  grow  on  as  well  as  funding  for 
her  trips  and  other  extras,  Celano  honed  her  skills 
as  a  grant  writer.  She’s  attracted  corporate 
funding  from  the  likes  of  Dupont  and  CIBA 
among  others.  And  of  course,  the  Delaware 
chapter  kicks  in  what  it  can.  The  few  plants  left 
at  the  end  of  the  annual  show  and  sale  also  go  to 
the  program. 

Two  Sales  Each  Year 

While  learning  about  plants  is  nice,  it  is  only  a 
small  part  of  the  program.  Each  year,  the 
students  hold  two  plants  sales,  one  at  Christmas 
and  the  other  at  Mother’s  Day.  The  goal  is  to 
raise  money  for  extras.  Recently,  they’ve  netted 
over  $800  from  each  sale,  which  is  part  of  a 
larger  event  held  by  the  school. 

At  Christmas,  they  also  make  baskets  out  of 
Christmas  greens  to  sell.  Each  student  takes  one 
home.  In  the  spring,  Terry  orders  many  hats  of 
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annuals  to  compliment  the  sale.  Individual 
annuals  are  potted  up  by  the  students  and  sold  to 
others  in  the  school  for  25  or  50  cents.  In  this 
way,  each  student  has  a  present  for  his  or  her 
mother. 

Each  year,  a  program  is  planned  and  inte¬ 
grated  into  the  school  curriculum.  In  the  early 
nineties  both  Terry  and  another  teacher  were 
invited  to  see  the  maiden  launch  of  the  space 
shuttle  Endeavor.  With  that  invitation,  they 
knew  what  their  focus  would  be  that  year.  They 
ran  numerous  sales  and  managed  to  raise 
enough  money  to  take  their  classes  as  well  as 
several  parents  to  see  the  shuttle  launch  as  well 
as  visit  Disney  and  Universal  while  in  Florida. 
They  even  raised  enough  money  to  give  each 
child  spending  money  for  the  trip.  The  only  fly  in 
the  ointment  was  Mother  Nature  who  delayed 
the  launch  by  a  week.  Needless  to  say,  Terry’s 
kids  had  to  come  home. 

Now,  you  may  be  thinking,  “sure  anyone  can 
pot  up  some  impatiens,  but  can  they  really  grow 
plants?’’  The  proof  is  in  the  pudding.  This  year  at 
our  show  the  student  exhibit  featured  episcias, 
chiritas  and  even  a  blooming  Kohleria.  In  past 
years,  there  was  a  special  class  where  the 


students  exhibited  competitively.  However,  a 
nasty  comment  by  a  judge  several  years  ago 
ended  the  practice  -  a  decision,  I  might  add  that  I 
do  not  agree  with.  We  need  to  encourage  young 
people  to  grow  our  beautiful  plants  and  hopefully 
someday  join  our  Society. 

Sharing  the  Credit 

If  you  talk  to  Celano  about  the  program,  she  is 
quick  to  downplay  her  role  and  point  out  all  the 
other  members  of  the  AVSA  who  have  helped 
over  the  years.  She  credits  Bessie  and  Bob  Pyle 
for  working  with  her  in  the  beginning  years. 
Many  of  the  pictures  on  display  at  the  Delaware 
show  each  year  were  taken  by  Bob  Pyle.  She 
also  lavishes  praise  on  her  mother-in-law,  Angie 
Celano,  for  the  help  she  provides  and  the  care 
she  provides  to  the  “stock  plants”  over  each 
summer.  This  ensures  that  the  school  has  plenty 
to  work  with  come  September. 

Although  the  program  is  aimed  at  fourth  and 
fifth  graders,  the  skills  learned  from  Celano  stay 
with  many  of  her  students.  Today,  several  work 
in  nurseries  and  of  course,  we  don’t  know  how 
many  grow  houseplants  thanks  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  from  Terry  Celano. 


2010  President’s  Certificates  of 
Appreciation  for  Outstanding 
Contributions  to  the  African  Violet  Magazine 

Marjorie  Bullard,  Publications  Committee  Chair 


Each  year  the  AVSA  Board  of  Directors  and 
the  Publications  Committee  select  the  five  best 
articles  published  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine 
in  the  past  year.  The  winners  are  awarded 
the  President’s  Certificate  of  Appreciation  for  their 
contributions  to  the  AVM,  and  are  presented  with 
a  one-year  membership  to  AVSA,  to  be  given  to 
a  non-AVSA  member. 

Here  are  the  winners  -  in  the  order  of  their 
appearance  in  the  Afiican  Violet  Magazine : 


“Wedding  Violets”  by  Anne  Nicholas,  March 
2009 

“Paul  Kroll’s  Design  Secrets”  by  Marilyn 
Heinrich,  March  2009 

“Getting  a  New  Affiliate  Off  the  Ground  and 
Running”  by  Carolee  Carter,  July  2009 

“20  Years  of  Chasing  the  Canary:  Quest  for 
True  Yellow”  by  Richard  Follett,  September  2009 
“A  Club  Learns  to  “Grow  for  Show”  by  Pat 
Hancock,  November  2009 
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Photo  Credit:  Margaret  Taylor 


‘Duo’ 
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The  Story  of  ‘Duo,’  the 
Lurking  Chimera 

By  Margaret  Taylor,  Australia 


The  development  of  this  African  violet  has 
been  interesting  and  a  little  challenging. 

It  started  when  I  was  going  through  the 
three-stage  propagation  of  a  nice  dark  leaved 
variegated  plant  which  had  shown  to  be  a 
rather  promising  seedling.  The  name  I  had  in 
mind  for  it  was  ‘Oracle.’  It  had  a  bright  red 
flower  with  a  white  edge.  Normally,  I  do  not 
share  my  cultivars  until  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  appear  to  be  stable.  In  this  case,  I  did  give 
a  friend  one  plantlet  so  that  she  could  help  me 
with  the  trial  stage,  and  one  was  kept  by  me. 

Some  time  later,  I  noticed  that  the  plantlet 
was  playing  tricks.  It  had  exactly  one  half  of 
the  foliage  as  the  expected  dark  green  variega¬ 
tion  and  the  other  half  was  light  green.  When  I 
rang  my  friend  Jenny  for  an  update  on  what 
her  plantlet  was  doing,  she  found  the  same 
thing  was  going  on  with  hers.  What  then,  was 
going  to  develop  when  these  curiosities 
bloomed? 


As  we  all  know,  flowers  are  unusually  slow 
to  develop  when  we  are  waiting  for  them,  or 
so  it  seems.  We  were,  however,  in  for  a 
surprise  when  blooms  appeared.  Both  plantlets 
had  produced  the  expected  red/white  edged 
blooms  on  the  darker  side  of  the  plant,  but  the 
lighter  side  offered  white  blooms  with  red 
edging. 

This  was  exciting,  as  it  appeared  that  here 
was  a  chimera.  Between  us,  we  worked  on  leaf 
cuttings  and  flower  stems  for  what  seemed  an 
eternity  in  order  to  establish  what  we  might 
anticipate  from  either  ‘Oracle’  or,  what  we 
jokingly  called,  “Jekyll  and  Hyde.” 

‘Oracle’  as  far  as  I  know,  has  not  acted  up 
since  the  first  time,  and  it  has  been  grown 
throughout  several  generations. 

Eventually,  it  was  established  that  we  also 
had  a  chimera  here,  and  that  it  was  entitled  to 
have  a  name.  ‘Duo’  was  chosen  as  it  was 
indeed  a  combined  operation. 


Convention  Snapshots 


Anne  &  Richard  Nicholas 


Joan  Santino 


Margaret  Schmierer  &  Bill  Price 


Winston  Goretsky  &  Elmer  Godeny 


Kathy  Lahti  &  Marge  Farrand 
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Him  THE  SHOW  PL4AT 

Compiled  by  Bill  Foster  and  Mary  Ann  Corrigan 


Marred  Leaf 
Deduct  up  to  1 
point  under 
condition 


Dust  and  Soil 
Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Broken  Leaf 
Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Spent  Blossom 
Deduct  1/2  point 
under  condition 


Spray  Residue 
Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Baby  Leaf 

Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Ring  Spot 

Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 

Break  in  the  symmetry 
of  the  leaf  pattern 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  symmetry 


Gap  or  Space 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  Symmetry 


Yellow  Leaf 
Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Symmetry  -  the  shape  of  the  plant 
Condition  -  cultural  aspect  of  the 
plant  at  the  time  it  is  judged 


Plant  not  centered  in  pot 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  condition 


Neck 

Deduct  up  to 
3  points 
under  condition 


Over  potted 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  condition 


Under  potted 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  condition 
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EVERY  AFRICAN  VIOLET 
CLUB  SHOULD  HAVE  AN 
AVSA  JUDGED  SHOW 

By  JoAnne  Martinez  •  4jam@tampabqy.rr.com 


I  have  been  a  member  of  a  club  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  a  judge  for  almost  the  same 
amount  of  time.  I  sense  that  most  clubs  and  their 
members  feel  the  purpose  of  having  a  show  is  to 
achieve  a  show  score  of  95  and  above,  and  be 
awarded  the  blue  certificate.  If  this  is  how  you  or 
your  club  feel,  then  you  are  missing  the  big 
picture.  The  purpose  of  an  AVSA  judged  show  is 
to  challenge  and  encourage  club  members  to 
grow  better  plants  and  to  stimulate  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  to  cultivate  and  grow  the  beauti¬ 
ful  African  violet. 

Let’s  look  at  the  first  purpose.  Having  a  judged 
show  brings  excitement  and  camaraderie  among 
members.  Members  spend  time  with  each  other, 
have  fun  with  each  other,  learn  growing 
techniques,  and  get  new  plants.  Once  a  member 
has  entered  an  exhibit  and  experienced  the 
excitement,  they  are  hooked.  Therefore,  we  must 
encourage  our  members  to  show  as  a  learning 
experience.  There  is  so  much  talk  about  winning 
blue  ribbons  -  not  entering  a  plant  because  it 
might  get  a  red  ribbon  and  hurt  the  club’s  score, 
cause  the  club  not  to  get  an  award,  etc.,  that 
many  first-time  exhibitors  are  scared  off.  Encour¬ 
age  your  first  time  members  to  show  their  plants 
for  the  learning  experience  and  fun.  For  a  club  to 
grow  and  thrive,  it  needs  to  encourage,  interest, 
and  keep  members.  A  judged  show  does  this.  But 
remember,  the  emphasis  needs  to  be  how  a 


judged  show  can  help  us  become  a  better 
grower,  the  friendships  it  promotes,  the  interest 
it  generates  among  the  public,  and  getting  new 
members  for  our  club.  NOT  BLUE  RIBBONS 
AND  AWARDS. 

We,  as  judges,  play  a  very  important  role. 
Members  who  exhibit  depend  on  us  to  challenge 
them  to  grow  better  plants  and  to  learn  from  their 
experience.  Judges  have  a  very  important  duty,  to 
judge  fairly  and  help  exhibitors  improve  their 
growing  skills.  That  is  why  as  a  judge,  you  are 
doing  a  disservice  giving  an  exhibit  a  blue  ribbon 
when  it  may  deserve  a  red,  white,  or  no  ribbon  at 
all.  If  a  blue  ribbon  is  awarded  to  an  exhibit  which 
actually  scores  less  than  90  points,  the  grower 
naturally  thinks  they  are  doing  a  good  job  and  will 
not  improve  his  or  her  growing  skills.  This  is  not 
to  say  that  judges  have  been  awarding  too  many 
blue  ribbons,  or  that  no  show  deserves  all  blue 
ribbons.  I  am  saying  we  MUST  as  judges,  judge 
fairly  and  accurately,  even  if  it  means  giving  a  red, 
white,  or  no  ribbon  at  all.  We  should  not  worry 
that,  if  we  give  too  many  red  ribbons,  we  will  not 
be  asked  to  judge  again.  We  MUST  keep  our 
integrity  and  help  club  members  to  grow  better 
plants.  Our  loyalty  must  be  to  the  grower.  And 
how  do  we  help  members  to  grow  better  plants? 
COMMENTS,  COMMENTS,  COMMENTS! 

From  The  Florida  Connection 


- - - 

ice 


Monday  -  'Thursday 
9:00  am  -  4:00  jam 
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Opera  fs  Paolo 

Exhibited,  by: 

Linda  Abplanalp 

Hybridized  by: 

D.  Burdick 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Harbor  Blue 

From  Best  AVS A 
Collection/Standards 
Exhibited  by: 

Rodney  Barnett 

Hybridized  by: 

T.  Weber 

Large 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Kohleria  ‘GG  Lava  Lamp’ 

Exhibited  by:  Nancy  Carr 
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♦  If  a  Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 
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illli  tv 0  Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


THE  IMPORTANCE  OF 
CONVENTIONS  &  SHOWS 


The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
Handbook  For  Growers,  Exhibitors,  and  Judges 
states  the  purposes  of  AVSA  are  to: 

1.  provide  a  convenient  association  for 

people  interested  in  African  violets; 

2.  stimulate  interest  in  propagation  and  culture 
of  African  violets; 

3.  promote  distribution  of  all  varieties  and 
species  among  members  and  others  interested 
in  growing  them; 

4.  publish  reliable,  practical  information 

about  plants  and  the  organization. 

This  handbook  is  not  just  for  our  judges,  but 
for  everyone  interested  in  growing  our  beautiful 
African  violets. 

There  is  no  better  example  of  a 
convenient  association  than  the  one 
found  at  shows  and  conventions. 

We  are  together  in  our  appreciation 
of  the  African  violet  and  find 
enjoyment  in  seeing  others  who 
share  our  interest.  New  friends  are 
made  from  all  over  the  world.  Some  we 
only  see  once  a  year  at  the  Annual  AVSA 
Convention.  At  our  Regional  conventions,  the 
same  thing  occurs.  At  our  local  shows  we 
manage,  through  cooperation  within  our  group, 
to  encourage  both  ourselves  and  those  attending 
the  show  to  extend  our  knowledge  and  share. 
Our  local  shows  impart  so  much  information  to 
those  of  us  interested  in  learning  growing 
techniques  targeting  our  immediate  area.  Is  your 
area  hot  and  humid  or  dry  desert?  Once  the  entry 
tags  have  been  opened,  you  will  be  able  to  see 
who  the  exhibitors  of  your  favorite  varieties  are. 
Also  see  examples  of  varieties  you  have  trouble 
growing.  Often  the  exhibitor  is  available  to 


verbally  take  you  through  their  growing  condi¬ 
tions  and  techniques.  The  same  holds  true  for  our 
designers.  Some  will  share  how  they  put  together 
their  interpretation  of  the  design  title  and  what 
mechanics  they  used. 

Conventions  (national,  regional,  and  state) 
offer  programs  on  propagation  and  culture  and 
also  design.  New  products,  new  methods,  and  an 
increased  desire  are  created  for  all  of  us  to  take 
better  care  of  our  plants.  How  many  times  has 
the  thought  occurred  to  each  of  us  that  we  need 
to  give  our  plants  more  attention?  The  conven¬ 
tions  always  inspire  us  to  “do  better”.  Sitting  at  a 
table  for  convention  meals  is  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  learn  from  experienced  growers. 

Do  you  sit  only  with  the  group  from 
^  ^  your  hometown?  You  are  really 
missing  out.  We  have  so  many 
knowledgeable  people  from  all  over 
the  world.  Thlk  to  them  and  listen  to 
some  new  ideas  and  make  new 
friends  in  the  process. 

Distribution  is  one  of  the  many  joys 
and  temptations  found  at  all  our 
conventions  and  shows.  We  see  the  newest 
hybrids  and  also  some  of  the  older  favorites 
seldom  found.  There  are  always  varieties  that  we 
‘must’  make  space  for!!!  Seeing  the  exhibits 
displayed  on  the  show  tables  inspires  us  to  make 
lists  to  take  back  to  the  salesroom.  Our 
hybridizers  and  vendors  are  there  in  the  sales 
room.  We  are  permitted  to  ask  questions  and 
receive  answers  to  help  us  grow  better.  Supplies 
are  available  from  fertilizers  to  plant  stands,  and 
these  vendors  will  give  us  information  on  how 
their  products  will  help  us  acquire  cultural 
perfection. 
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The  annual  AVSA  Conventions  offer  the  latest 
publications.  Our  AVSA  is  the  source  of  the  latest 
information  for  African  Violet  Growers.  Many 
books,  CD  ROMs,  DVDs,  the  latest  Master 
Variety  List,  1st  Class  2,  and  our  AVSA  calendar, 
Tee  shirts,  and  AVSA  Jewelry  are  available.  This 
year  we  have  a  cookbook  “Thyme  with  Violets” 
with  recipes  submitted  by  AVSA  members.  This 
is  a  fundraiser  for  the  2011  AVSA  Philadelphia 
Convention.  Not  to  be  forgotten  is  The  African 


Violet  Society  of  America  Handbook  For 
Growers,  Exhibitors,  and  Judges.  This 
handbook  offers  information  that  everyone 
interested  in  the  African  violet  can  use.  Basics, 
including  the  identification  of  plant  parts, 
blossom,  and  foliage  types  and  what  the  judges 
are  looking  for  are  found  in  the  handbook.  This 
is  an  excellent  reference  book  that  everyone, 
and  certainly  every  club,  should  have  in  their 
library. 
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Coming  Events  Deadlines 


January  Issue  -  November  1 
March  Issue  -  January  1 


July  Issue  -  May  1 
September  Issue  -  July  1 


May  Issue  -  March  1  November  Issue  -  September  1 
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Cutting  Back  Is  Hard  To  Do 

By  Geneva  Holmes 

Charter  Member  of  the  Ultra  Violet  Club 
Denver,  Colorado 


The  excitement  of  growing  African  violets  is 
very  contagious.  We  start  with  a  few  plants,  get  a 
few  more,  and  eventually  have  many  more  than 
we  have  room  to  accommodate. 

My  plants  were  practically  on  top  of  each 
other.  Something  had  to  be  done  to  correct  this 
problem.  It  is  very  hard  to  part  with  plants  when 
you  love  every  one  of  them.  But  it  was  time  for 
me  to  take  drastic  action.  When  I  lived  in  my 
house,  there  was  always  room  to  expand.  But 
now,  living  in  a  condo  has  changed  the  amount 
of  space  available  for  plants. 

At  our  spring  show  and  sale,  I  sold  many  of 
my  large  plants,  as  well  as  small  ones  started 
from  leaves  and  suckers.  It  is  very  hard  to  part 
with  violets  that  have  been  a  part  of  your  life  for 
a  long  time.  And  with  reduced  living  space,  it 


makes  no  sense  to  acquire  new  plants  if  you 
don’t  have  room  for  them. 

Our  love  of  African  violets  is  a  very  strong 
feeling.  These  precious  plants  become  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  our  lives.  We  would  not  want  to  be 
without  them,  but  know  they  need  a  healthy 
environment.  They  need  correct  light,  fertilizer, 
and  a  light  soilless  mix  to  grow  properly,  and 
space  in  which  to  grow.  These  are  the  facts. 

Cutting  back  is  very  hard  to  do,  but  I  did  it 
anyway.  My  trays  have  more  space,  the  plants 
can  breath,  grow,  and  bloom,  and  are  more 
enjoyable  than  ever. 

If  you  find  yourself  in  a  similar  situation,  just 
grit  your  teeth  and  sell  or  give  away  some  of 
your  plants.  You  will  enjoy  the  remaining  ones 
more  than  ever. 
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The  Once  &  Future  Violet 


Raleigh,  N.C.  2010 


Brenda  Petty 


Carolee  Carter  &  Shirley  Burger 


Paul  Sorano  &  Marie  Bums 


Linda  Hall  &  Ron  Davidson 


Dave  Harris 


Richard  &  Nancy  Carr 


Pat  Hancock 


Susumu  Shizukawa 


Linda  <&  Jim  Owens 
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Dennis  &  Terry  Post 


Marjorie  Bullard 


Jenny  Daugereau  &  John  Carter 


George  McDonald 


Mollie  Howell 


Marge  &  Tom  Savage 


Fay  Wagman  & 
Nancy  Hayes 


Doug  &  Lynn  Allen 


Fran  Ratte  &  Nelly  Levine 


Kathy  Brewster 


Doris  &  John  Brownlie 


Kathy  Bell  &  Susan  Anderson 


Vladimir  Kalgin 
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Email:  sueh@csufresno.edu 


Question  Box 

By  Sue  Haffner 


Dear  Friends, 

Members  of  my  local  club  have  just 
returned  from  our  local  Home  and 
Garden  Show,  where  we  staffed  a 
booth  for  a  long  weekend.  It  is  always 
interesting  to  be  “out  there”  with  the 
other  flower  and  garden  clubs, 
meeting  the  public  and  talking  up  our 
favorite  plants.  We  had  a  very 
attractive  table  that  featured  a  light  stand  made 
from  PVC  pipe.  It  not  only  displayed  the  nice 
plants  under  it  but  it  also  illuminated  what  was 
a  rather  dark  area.  It  attracted  a  lot  of  favorable 
attention.  While  we  violet  growers  may  be 
familiar  with  gardening  under  lights,  for  the 
general  public,  it  can  still  be  a  novel  idea.  To  get 
the  conversation  started  with  the  public,  our 
Vice  President  Lola  Sutherland  made  some  signs 
for  the  booth  that  all  began  “Talk  to  us!”  “Do 
your  violets  grow  beautifully?  We’d  love  to  hear 
about  them!”  “Do  you  kill  all  your  violets?  Let 
us  sympathize.”  “Did  your  mother  or  grand¬ 
mother  have  lovely  violets?  Tell  us  your 
stories.”  “Need  help  repotting?  We  can  do  that.” 
This  was  a  terrific  idea,  as  it  got  a  lot  of 
comments  from  visitors. 

“Is  there  an  African  violet  club  in  my  area?” 
This  is  a  question  I  have  received  several  times 
recently.  I  always  wish  I  could  answer  in  the 
affirmative.  One  lady  who  asked  lives  in  a  tiny 
town  up  in  the  foothills,  too  far  away  to  drive  to 
our  club’s  evening  meetings.  I  referred  her  to  a 
garden  club  nearer  to  her,  one  that  meets  in  the 
daytime.  With  any  luck,  she  can  find  someone 
else  there  who  grows  violets.  I  know  for  a  fact 
that  this  club  is  very  friendly  and  welcoming  to 
new  members. 

Question:  I  saw  a  picture  in  the 
November  1982  African  violet  magazine 
about  growing  African  violets  via  the 
Nutriponic ™  system.  /  thought  1  would 


ask  the  experts  regarding  what  is 
the  latest  on  the  subject  of 
growing  violets  hydroponically.  1 
have  seen  the  constant  water 
method,  wicking,  and  special  pots 
for  keeping  violets  moist.  What 
about  hydroponics? 

Answer:  I  believe  I’ve  written 
before  about  hydroponics  -  or,  semi¬ 
hydroponics ',  as  the  procedure  is  called 
that  seems  to  be  recommended  for  African 
violets  and  other  indoor  plants.  The  basic 
technique  is  that  of  growing  plants  without  soil, 
having  the  roots  able  to  access  a  nutrient 
solution  while  held  in  an  inert  medium  such  as 
perlite,  gravel,  or  mineral  wool.  As  is  evident 
from  the  date  of  the  article  the  questioner  refers 
to,  using  this  technique  with  violets  is  not  a  new 
thing.  I  recall  Lecastone™  (fired  clay  pellets 
used  as  a  potting  substrate)  being  recommended 
for  gesneriad  growing  years  ago.  (In  fact,  I  still 
have  some.)  While  I’m  not  sure  that  I  know 
what  the  “experts”  think  about  this,  it’s  my 
impression  that  hydroponics  is  not  a 
mainstream  technique  among  violet  growers  - 
though  some  aspects  of  the  procedure,  modified, 
are  familiar  to  violet  growers:  soil-less  medium, 
Texas-style  potting,  constant  feeding,  etc.  The 
pots  required  for  semi-hydroponics  are  large  and 
deep,  with  aeration  holes  in  the  sides.  If  you  are 
growing  violets  for  show,  you  wouldn’t  be  able 
to  show  them  in  these  pots. 

At  the  Home  and  Garden  show  I  referred  to 
above,  a  lady  asked  me,  “Can  I  grow  violets  in 
water?”  I  suppose  this  is  the  ultimate  in  “hydro¬ 
ponics”.  I  do  know  of  violets  being  grown 
(maybe  “kept  alive”  is  a  better  characterization) 
this  way.  A  member  of  our  club  told  me  that  she 
was  a  guest  in  a  home  recently  where  the 
hostess  showed  her  a  violet  that  had  been  grow¬ 
ing  in  a  clear  glass  vase  of  water  for  10-12 
years.  She  was  apparently  happy  enough  with 
the  plant,  though  my  friend  said  that  it  appeared 
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as  though  it  hadn’t  been  getting  enough  light. 
In  response  to  the  question  I  told  the  show 
visitor  that,  yes,  it  was  possible  to  grow  a  violet 
in  water  but  that  it  would  also  need  to  get 
adequate  light  and  feeding. 

To  sum  up,  I  would  say  that  most  violet 
hobbyists  would  consider  hydroponics  (or  semi¬ 
hydroponics)  to  be  an  interesting,  but  exper¬ 
imental  method. 

Question:  My  question  is  about 
reservoir  pots  for  African  violets .  Are  they 
good  or  bad?  Some  say  they  encourage 
root  rot;  others  swear  by  them.  I  have  a 
collection  of  them;  some  were  expensive. 
Do  you  have  any  opinions  on  these  types 
of  containers? 

Answer:  I’m  assuming  the  question  refers  to 
the  decorative  ceramic  two-piece  containers. 
The  glazed  bottom  part  holds  the  water,  while 
the  unglazed  top  part  holds  the  plant.  These  are 
quite  popular,  and  we’ve  all  seen  them  in  stores 
or  craft  shows.  Some  local  shows  even  have 
special  classes  for  plants  in  these  pots.  I  don’t 
think  you  could  characterize  them  all  as  either 
“good”  or  “bad”,  and  I  have  to  confess  that  I’ve 
never  heard  of  any  that  caused  root  rot.  (I 
would  suspect  that  any  cultural  problems  might 
have  been  brought  about  by  the  actions  of  the 
grower  rather  than  the  pot.)  It’s  important  to  get 
the  plant  established  in  the  top  part  before 
placing  it  in  the  reservoir  and  leaving  it  there. 
You  need  to  monitor  the  plant  for  a  while  to 
make  sure  that  the  watering  action  is  working. 
If  your  water  contains  a  lot  of  mineral  salts,  it’s 
possible  that  they  can  clog  up  the  bottom  of  the 
insert  after  awhile.  You  may  need  to  remove  the 
plant  and  clean  the  insert.  I  have  heard  that 
sandpapering  the  bottom  of  the  insert  before 
you  begin  can  help  the  osmotic  action.  Your  first 
time  or  two  with  these  pots  would  have  to  be 
considered  trial  and  error  until  you  get  the 
technique  right.  Also,  some  violets  may  be  more 
adaptable  than  others  to  these  pots.  Like  the 
questioner,  I  know  people  who  swear  by  these 
containers  -  they  couldn’t  keep  violets  alive  any 
other  way,  they  say. 


Question:  A  member  of  our  club  brought 
in  a  Streptocarpus  leaf  with  a  problem 
she’d  been  having.  The  bottom  part  of  the 
leaf  was  a  normal  green ,  but  across  the 
bottom  third ,  or  so,  was  a  line,  almost 
like  a  knife  line,  and  below  that  line  the 
leaf  looked  like  it  was  starting  to  die.  Is 
this  some  kind  of  mechanical  damage,  or 
what’s  going  on?  Will  it  grow  out  of  the 
damage?  The  plant  is  a  hybrid  strep  she 
got  at  a  local  nursery. 

Answer:  I’ve  had  this  phenomenon  appear 
on  my  Streptocarpus  leaves,  also.  I  believe  this 
is  a  response  to  stress,  but,  depending  on  the 
genetic  makeup  of  the  particular  cultivar  or 
species,  it  could  be  the  plant’s  normal 
preparation  for  the  dry  season  in  South  Africa, 
where  these  plants  are  native.  It  is  not  dissimilar 
to  leaf  drop  in  the  fall,  a  process  known  as 
abscission.  My  understanding  is  that  those 
streps  which  have  one  of  the  unifoliate  species 
in  their  ancestry  are  prone  to  this  behavior. 
Another  factor  could  be  that  the  leaf  tip  was 
touching  the  table  under  it.  This  usually  results 
in  damage  to  the  leaf  tip  and  could  lead  to  the 
plant’s  shedding  that  end  of  the  leaf.  Keep  the 
plant  on  a  pedestal,  such  as  an  overturned  pot, 
to  keep  the  leaves  from  touching  other  surfaces. 
No,  the  leaf  won’t  “green-up”  and  produce  a 
new  tip,  but  remember  that  strep  leaves  can  be 
trimmed  if  the  plant  is  going  to  a  show. 

Question:  What  causes  a  violet  to  lose 
its  center?  One  of  my  violets  has  no 
center  leaves  at  all  but  is  blooming, 
nonetheless,  with  flower  stalks  standing 
straight  up  out  of  the  top  of  the  plant.  It’s 
really  weird;  I’ve  never  seen  anything  like 
it  before. 

Answer:  That  is  peculiar.  A  few  years  ago,  a 
friend  told  me  that  one  of  her  plants  had  lost  its 
center.  She  had  been  in  the  process  of  moving, 
so  had  enclosed  all  her  violets  in  plastic  bags 
and  they  had,  frankly,  been  neglected  for  a  long 
time.  When  she  got  around  to  checking  up  on 
them  she  saw  that  one  or  more  (I  can’t  remem¬ 
ber  now)  had  lost  their  centers.  I  figured  at  the 
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time  that  it  was  due  to  stress  at  how  they  were 
handled  during  the  move,  etc.  Maybe  long  enclo¬ 
sure  in  the  plastic  bags  had  brought  about 
oddities  in  plant  growth.  As  far  as  I  know,  the 
plant  in  the  question  had  not  been  subject  to 
such  treatment. 

The  rosette-forming  center  of  the  violet  is  the 
site  of  the  apical  meristem,  the  place  where  cell 
division  takes  place  and  auxin,  the  plant  growth 
hormone,  is  produced.  I  suppose  if  something 
interrupts  this  process  it  could  bring  about  the 
lack  of  growth  in  the  center.  Usually  when  auxin 
production  is  depressed,  the  lateral  meristems 
awaken  to  produce  side  shoots,  suckers.  The 
questioner  didn’t  state  whether  or  not  the  plant 
was  suckering,  but  I  imagine  that’s  what  will 
occur  next. 

I  would  be  interested  in  the  opinions  of  others 
as  to  what  is  going  on  here:  mechanical  damage? 
Insect  damage?  Some  random  chemical  factor? 
Could  the  plant  have  bloomed  so  heavily  as  to 
shade  out  the  center,  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
leaves?  The  fortunate  thing  is  that  it  doesn’t 
signal  “curtains”  for  the  plant,  as  the  suckers  or 
leaves  can  be  propagated.  If  it  were  my  plant, 
though,  I  would  hang  onto  it  for  a  while  just  to 
see  what  comes  next. 

Question :  I  have  a  fiberglass  plant 
house  where  I  keep  some  of  my  gesneriads 
in  the  summer  The  swamp  cooler  and  fans 
keep  it  humid  and  the  air  circulating. 
Normally,  the  plants  really  love  the 
atmosphere.  Tve  noticed,  though,  that  they 
aren't  blooming  as  well  as  in  the  past. 
Could  it  be  due  to  lack  of  light  because  of 
the  discoloration  of  the  fiberglass  over 
time?  In  counting  back,  I  see  that  I've  had 
this  same  roof  and  walls  for  several 
decades !  I  tried  washing  the  outside  walls, 
but  it  really  didn  't  make  any  difference.  Is 
there  any  solution  to  this ?  I  checked 
around  to  the  home  supply  type  stores,  and 
they  don ’t  even  sell fiberglass  anymore. 

Answer:  Fiberglass  is  pristine  for  only  a  few 
years.  After  that  it  yellows  and  the  resin  starts 
to  evaporate,  exposing  the  glass  fibers.  These 


catch  dust,  which  darkens  the  material.  Moss 
and  lichens  can  grow  on  the  surface,  which  cuts 
down  the  light  even  more,  sometimes  without 
you  realizing  it.  You’re  right  that  you  can’t  buy 
that  old  kind  of  fiberglass  panel  anymore.  You 
will  need  to  check  out  the  new  type  siding  in 
those  same  supply  stores;  it  comes  in  a  variety 
of  colors.  Or  you  could  invest  in  some  specialty 
greenhouse  panels.  These  are  more  expensive 
and  weigh  more,  however,  and  might  require 
that  the  frame  of  your  planthouse  be  reinforced. 
Or  you  could  just  replace  the  roof  and  leave  the 
walls;  that  would  be  a  cheaper  alternative.  I  can 
relate  to  all  this,  as  I  had  an  old  fiberglass  patio 
roof  replaced  a  while  back.  The  material  was  so 
old  that  it  practically  fell  apart  in  the  workmen’s 
hands.  I  have  to  warn  you,  also,  that  the  light 
from  the  new  roof  will  be  more  intense  than 
what  your  plants  have  experienced  in  recent 
years,  so  you  might  also  have  to  invest  in  some 
extra  shade  cloth.  It’ll  be  hotter  in  there,  too. 

Question:  What  is  humic  acid,  and 
should  I  use  one  of  these  fertilizers  on  my 
violets? 

Answer:  Humic  acid  is  an  organic  biostim¬ 
ulant  which  occurs  naturally  in  the  humus  matter 
in  soil.  Organic  gardeners  tout  it  for  its  ability  to 
improve  the  quality  and  structure  of  potting 
mixes  without  the  addition  of  chemical  fertilizers. 
It  is  also  supposed  to  improve  moisture  retention, 
enhance  nitrogen  and  nutrient  release,  provide 
micro  and  macro  nutrients,  buffer  against  high 
fertilizer  salts  and  pH  changes,  and  improve 
chelation  of  elements  into  usable  nutrients.  I’m 
not  clear  if  it  is  effective  in  soilless  media  or  not. 
There  are  a  number  of  humic  acid  products 
available,  mostly  via  organic  or  natural  gar¬ 
dening  businesses.  It  doesn’t  hurt  to  try  some¬ 
thing  different.  Use  it  on  a  plant  or  two  and  see 
how  they  respond  before  using  it  on  your  entire 
collection. 

Question:  A  friend  was  telling  me  about 
their  latest  garden  club  program  where  the 
speaker  told  them  about  “Forsyth  Pots "  (or 
“Forsyth  Gardens").  I  didn't  really  under- 
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stand  what  this  was ,  but  my friend  seemed 
really  enthused  about  trying  to  create  one. 
Do  you  know  what  this  is? 

Answer:  When  I  researched  this,  I  was 
amused  to  see  that  this  propagation  technique 
had  a  name.  Who  was  Forsyth,  I  wonder.  This  is 
an  old  fashioned  method  of  rooting  cuttings  of  all 
sorts  of  plants.  What  you  do  is  start  with  two 
pots:  a  large  clay  or  plastic  pot  and  a  smaller  clay 
pot  with  the  drainage  hole  stopped  up.  The  large 
pot  should  be  filled  with  your  rooting  medium 


(moist  vermiculite  is  commonly  recommended)  up 
to  an  inch  from  the  top.  Then  the  smaller  clay  pot 
is  pushed  down  into  the  center  and  filled  with 
water.  Your  cuttings  are  placed  into  the 
vermiculite  around  the  inner  pot.  Moisture  will 
pass  from  the  clay  inner  pot  out  into  the 
vermiculite.  Be  sure  to  keep  the  inner  pot  filled 
with  water.  I  have  rooted  everything  from  African 
violet  leaves  to  sansevieria  leaves  this  way.  If 
your  house  is  really  dry  you  can  keep  a  plastic 
bag  draped  loosely  over  the  pots. 
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Seeing  Red 

By  Barbara  Elkin 


My  life  has  been  an  endless  love  story  with 
growing  things,  especially  blooming  growing 
things. 

A  product  of  the  Great  Depression,  I  am  now 
showing  my  age.  There  is  still  garden  work 
outside,  but  with  a  little  hired  help.  There  is  a 
veggie  garden  and  again,  there  is  help.  And  we 
enjoy  canning  what  we  grow,  another  carry-over 
of  the  Great  Depression.  My  folks  worked  where 
they  could,  when  they  could,  and  as  a  result,  we 
moved  often.  With 
the  many  moves,  I 
didn’t  learn  much  in 
school,  so  my  brother 
and  1  were  shipped 
off  to  live  with  my 
grandparents,  so  we 
could.  My  grand¬ 
parents  had  100 
acres  in  what  is  now 
downtown  Phoenix, 

Arizona.  Grand¬ 
mother  sold  milk, 
butter,  and  the  citrus 
and  dates  grown  on  their  land. 

With  my  grandparents,  we  gardened  and  we 
canned,  and  1  loved  it.  I  learned  by  helping  them, 
and  I  have  carried  on  my  love  of  growing  plants  all 
of  my  life;  so  much  of  it  learned  in  those  early  years. 
Now,  there  are  over  four-hundred  African  violets  and 
gesneriads  in  my  greenhouse!  Many  more  growing 
in  the  living  room  and  in  the  basement. 


And,  along  with  all  of  those  other  plants,  I  am 
also  growing  a  Chirita ,  which  is  red. 

This  is  Chirita  ‘Patina,’  which  usually  has  lots 
of  red  hair .  My  plant  is  healthy  and  blooms  but  it 
also  has  red  leaves  and  is  absolutely  beautiful.  I 
have  no  idea  what  I  did  to  get  this  result.  With 
the  red  foliage,  you  don’t  worry  about  flowers. 
And,  although  my  Chirita  ‘Patina’  is  blooming,  I 
can  find  no  description  on  flower  color.  Mine  are 
orchid  with  a  hint  of  red. 

I  tried  removing 
leaves  to  encourage  it 
to  put  out  green 
leaves,  as  can  be 
seen  in  the  picture  on 
page  51  in  the 
March- April  ‘  1 0  African 
Violet  Magazine.  This 
produced  no  results. 
(I  even  took  the  AVM 
picture  to  the  green¬ 
house  and  showed  it 
to  my  ‘Patina.’  But 
,  nothing  happened, 
and  I  actually  thought  1  heard  a  snicker!).  Today, 
as  a  last  resort,  I  am  taking  this  plant  for  a  pH 
test  to  see  if  that  could  be  the  problem. 

Perhaps  the  mystery  will  be  solved,  but  if 
not,  that’s  alright.  The  plant  is  gorgeous,  and 
it  isn’t  the  first  oddity  1  have  discovered  in 
this  long  adventure,  this  love  affair  with 
plants. 


AVM  Photography  Team 
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Award  Highlights 

Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Carol  Van,  Hudson 
Memorial  Award  with 
President  Ron  Davidson 


Sue  Ramser,  Honorary  Life 
Member  Award  with 
President  Ron  Davidson 


Ralph  Robinson,  Best  New  Cultivar 


New  A  VS A  Directors  Terri  Post,  Barbara  Burde,  Pat  Hancock,  Vladimir  Kalgin,  Tom  Glembocki 
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Alld  dlC  WlimerS  cUT€  •  •  •  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  TX  75069 
By  Mary  /.  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


ALPHA  AVS,  FIRST  AVS  OF 
DALLAS,  FIRST  NIGHTER  AVS,  TX 
-  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Collection: 

Ness’  Candy  Pink,  Rebel’s  Minnesota 
Haze,  Mary  Craig;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Jolly  Frills,  Jolly 
Shadow,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best 
Standard:  Ness’  Candy  Pink;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Jolly  Frills,  Ken 
Muzalewski.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Jolly  Peach,  Jolly  Frills,  Celina 
Sensation,  Ray  Pittman.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Miniature:  Petite  Blarney;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Hortense  Pittman.  Best  Trailer: 
Cherokee  Trail,  Kathy  Templeman.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  groteU  Chirita 
‘Souvenir’,  Ron  Davidson.  Best  Design, 
Beverly  Powers.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Nadine 
Tlchy. 

AV  AND  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY  OF 
WESTERN  NEW  YORK,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Bob  Serbin,  Rebel’s 
Ky-Oh,  Harbor  Blue;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Rebel’s  Faith;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Beverly 
Zellner.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue,  Rob’s  Miss  Sniffles,  Rob’s  Cool 
Fruit;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue, 
Barbara  Donsky.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  orbicularis  var.  purpurea ;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Gasteranthus  Species  Nora;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Paul  Kroll.  Best  Design,  Holly  Pohl. 

AVS  OF  GREATER  KANSAS  CITY,  KS  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Letie 
Sumerkie,  Rebel’s  Night  Breezes,  Tropical  Heat 
Wave;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Combustible  Pigeon,  Rob’s  Dodo  Bird,  Little 
Jayhawker;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon;  Best  Standard:  Rebel’s 
Night  Breezes;  Best  Miniature:  Little  Miss  Muffet; 
Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Runaround;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Lynn  Canning.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Episcia  ‘Lady  Lou’,  Jim  Britton.  Best  Design; 


Design  Sweepstakes,  Maria  Schaaf. 

AVS  OF  GREATER  TULSA,  OK  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Apache  Brave,  Buckeye 
Summer  Song,  Royal  Rage;  Best 
Standard:  Happy  Harold,  Carol  Rice. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Brigadoon,  Blanche  Holt,  Blue  Girl, 
Sherrie  Wallace.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Precious  Pink,  Ramona 
Donnell.  Best  Miniature:  Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei; 
Best  Design,  Jeanne  Cotton.  Best  Trailer/Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  grotei  Silvert;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocaipus  ‘Janus’,  Judy  Carter. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Patricia  Daniel. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Pat  Sutton. 

AVS  OF  MINNESOTA,  MN  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ode  to  Beauty, 
Melodie  Kimi,  Optimara  New  Mexico;  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy,  Ken  Rein.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara 
Manitoba,  Rhapsodie  Clementine,  Rhapsodie 
Stephanie;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Brooke  Lyn,  Magic  Blue,  Rob’s  Whodunit;  Best 
Standard:  Rhapsodie  Clementine;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Sinningia  cardinalis  ‘Innocent’,  Terry 
Klemesrud.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Boo  Man,  Jolly  Maiden,  Von’s  Mariner;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Von’s  Mariner;  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Boolaroo,  Kathy  Lahti.  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  House  of  Amani; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Judi  Neumann.  Best 
Design,  Donna  Tobin. 

CAPITAL  DISTRICT  AVS,  NY  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Blue 
Spinner,  Picasso,  Goluboi  Tuman;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Boolaroo,  Happy 
Trails,  Champagne  Pink;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Boolaroo;  Best  Standard:  Ma’s  Blue 
Spinner;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Dodo  Bird; 
Best  Miniature:  Planet  Kid;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  orbicularis ; 
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Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Margaret  Califano. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita  liboensi,  Donna  Byron. 
Best  Design,  Vincent  Ozimek.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Schnurr. 

DELAWARE  AV  &  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY, 
DE  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Buckeye  Summer  Song,  Ma’s  Party  Music,  Bob 
Serbin;  Best  Standard:  Buckeye  Summer  Song; 
Best  Trailer:  Cirelda;  Best  Gesneriad:  Codonanthe 
carnosa ;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Libby 
Behnke.  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Bobbie  LaFashia.  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Twinkle  Blue;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  rupicola ,  Angie  Celano.  Best 
Design,  Terry  Celano.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Barbara  Borleske. 

DESERT  SUN  AV  AND  GESNERIAD 
SOCIETY,  AZ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Optimara  Little  Crystal,  Optimara  Little 
Rhodonite,  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet;  Best 
Trailer:  Saintpaulia  clone  rupicola ,  Marty 
Anderson.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Neon 
Fireflies;  Best  Semiminiature:  Spring  Cardinal; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Chiysothemis  pulchella  ‘Bronze 
Leaf’,  Dariane  Joshlin.  Best  Miniature:  Pink 
Dove,  Michael  Kim.  Best  Design,  Susan 
Anderson.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Marlene 
Buck.  Design  Sweepstakes  (tie),  Susan 
Anderson  and  Annette  Wyckoff. 

DIXIE  AVS,  GA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Silk  Flower,  Bud’s 
Melanie,  Ada’s  Second  Thoughts;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Suicidal  Squirrel, 
Rob’s  Scrumptious,  Rob’s  Mad  Cat;  Best 
Standard:  Ma’s  Silk  Flower;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Donna  Ferguson.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Lyon’s 
June  Bug,  Jolly  Magic;  Best  Trailer:  Dresden  Doll, 
Lynne  Wilson.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Raspberry  Sizzle,  Tom  Greer. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Nautilocalyx  pemphidius,  Mary 
Lou  Harden.  Best  Design,  Mel  Grice.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Bob  Green. 

FANTASY  AVC,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Deep  Sky,  Anna  Kreeck, 
Cajun  Popcorn;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Deep  Sky;  Best  Semiminiature:  Thunder  Surprise, 


Luke  Reyer.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Ma’s  Silver  Dream,  Ma’s  Debutante,  The  King; 
Best  Trailer:  Carousel  Pony;  Best  Design; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Sally  Scaggs.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Sinningia  hybrid,  Thad  Scaggs. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Pat  Dupke. 

OMAHA  AVC,  NE  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Wild  Irish  Rose,  Buckeye 
Cranberry  Sparkler,  Buckeye  Candy  Kisses;  Best 
in  Show/Best  Standard:  Wild  Irish  Rose;  Best 
Miniature:  Persian  Prince;  Best  Trailer: 
Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  pendula ,  B.  J. 
Ohme.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Rebel’s  Night  Breezes,  Waterdancer,  Lela  Marie, 
Joe  Ondracek.  Best  Semiminiature:  Teen  Bride, 
Bill  Cadwalader.  Best  Design,  Joyce  Stork. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Kent  Stork.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Mary  Jo  Bradley. 

QUAD  CITIES  AVS,  IA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  The  Alps,  Optimara 
Barbados,  Concord;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Slow  Dancin’,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue, 
Rob’s  Cool  Fruit;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  John 
Jugenheimer.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ma’s  Turncoat,  Rhapsodie  Fenja, 
Suncoast  Paisley  Print,  Sue  Schinckel.  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dean’s  Bunny  Blue, 
Mac’s  Southern  Springtime,  Lakeshore  Silver; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s  Bumble 
Magnet;  Best  Standard:  Frosty  Frolic,  Juliann 
Dowell.  Best  Semiminiature:  Thunder  Surprise; 
Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  confusa  Mather 
E,  Judi  DuPont.  Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail, 
LuAnn  Christianson.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Heartland’s  Baby  Kisses’;  Best 
Design,  Dale  Martens. 

SOUTH  COAST  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Harlequin, 
Ode  to  Beauty,  Strawberry  Sundae;  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Texas  Space  Dust, 
Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet,  Everdina;  Best  Trailer: 
Milky  Way  Trail,  Hans  Inpijn.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Angel,  Rob’s  Bo  Peep, 
Shy  Blue;  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s 
Bumble  Magnet;  Best  Standard:  Mary  Craig;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Shy  Blue;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Leonard  Re.  Best  Gesneriad: 
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Chirita  sinensis  hybrid,  Gini  McCane.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Elaine  Re. 

SPRING  BRANCH  AVC,  TX  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Apache  Primrose, 
Suncoast  Lavender  Silk,  Ma’s  Corsage;  Best 
Standard:  Ma’s  Corsage,  Elaine  Click.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Corsage, 
Optimara  Barbados,  Buckeye  Night  Music;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection;  Rob’s  Boolaroo, 
Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli,  Rob’s  Gundaroo;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Boolaroo;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Inner  Orbit;  Best  Miniature: 
Shirl’s  Hawaiian  Lei;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
ionantha  subspecies  velutina,  Linda  Wheaton. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Scrumptious,  Shirl’s  Snow  Cone,  Jolly  Playgirl; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ruth  Goeke.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Chirita  ‘Gemela’,  Kay  Black.  Best 
Design,  Julian  Ross.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Jane 
Rexilius. 

SWEET  WATER  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lela  Marie,  Optimara 
Dominica,  Rhapsodie  Ilona;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Chirita  ‘Patina’,  Joyce  Rodler.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Harbor  Blue,  Salmon  Ella, 
Ma’s  Poltergeist;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Lucky  Ladybug;  Boo  Man,  Rob’s  Little  Pueblo; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Harbor  Blue;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon;  Best 
Trailer;  Rob’s  Boolaroo;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Carolyn 
Klein.  Best  Miniature:  Everdina;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  pendula  var.  kizarae,  Jeanette 
Haynal. 


TAMPA  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Neon  Fantasy,  Ness’ 
Midnight  Fantasy,  Frosted  Whisper;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Galiwinku;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Jay  Sespico.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Jolly  Magic,  Lyon’s  June  Bug,  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle 
Blue,  Lynne  Wilson.  Best  Miniature:  Precious 
Red,  Jerry  Kast.  Best  Gesneriad:  Chiritopsis 
repanda  var.  guilensis,  Nancy  Kast.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Mary  Lou 
Harden. 

UPPER  PINELLAS  AVS,  FL  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Apache  Primrose, 
Kris,  Ma’s  Pillow  Talk;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Ma’s  Pillow  Talk;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Aeschynanthus  humilis,  Mary  Helen  Maran. 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little 
Azurite,  Definitely  Darryl,  Lakeshore  Silver;  Best 
Miniature:  Jolly  Imp;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Phyllis  King. 
Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Puppy  Magic,  Dee 
Davis.  Best  Trailer:  Yesterday’s  Child,  Deanna 
Davis. 

WINDSOR  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Wedding  Day,  Ma’s 
Lily  Pad,  Frozen  in  Time;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Ma’s  Lily  Pad, ‘Charlotte  Howson. 
Best  Semiminiature:  Aca’s  Eloise;  Best  Miniature: 
Squiggles;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Debbie 
Vallides.  Best  Trailer:  Honeysuckle  Rose;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Falling  Stars’;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Cindy  Fagan.  Best  Design,  Joyce 
Dickey. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Go  rets  ky 


Shirt’s  Hawaiian  Lei 

Exhibited  by:  Marie  Bums 
Hybridized  by:  S.  Sanders 
Miniature 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  If)  firies 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  if  Taurus 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  it)  Gemini 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  in  'Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  in  Geo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  (n  'Yirgo 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  in  hibra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  in  Scorpio 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  in  Sagittarius 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  in  Capricorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  In  Aquarius 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  In  Pisces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


Date 

Sign 

Moon  Table- 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Thu 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

2  Fri 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

3  Sat  9:44  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

4  Sun 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th  10:35  am 

5  Mon  8:29  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

6  The 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

7  Wed 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

8  Thu  3:51  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

9  Fri 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

10  Sat  7:38  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

11  Sun 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

New  3:40  pm 

12  Mon  8:53  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

13  Tue 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

14  Wed  9:15  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

15  Thu 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

16  Fri  10:24  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

17  Sat 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

18  Sun  L42  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd  6:11  am 

19  Mon 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

20  Tue  7:48  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

21  Wed 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

22  Thu 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

23  Fri  4:39  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

24  Sat 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

25  Sun  3:38  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

Full  9:37  pm 

26  Mon 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

27  Tue 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

28  Wed  4:00  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

29  Thu 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

30  Fri  4:42  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

31  Sat 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 
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Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Sun 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

2  Mon  4:13  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

3  TUe 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th  12:59  am 

4  Wed  12:54  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

5  Thu 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

6  Fri  5:50  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

7  Sat 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

8  Sun  7:23  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

9  Mon 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

New  11:08  pm 

lOTue  7:01  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

11  Wed 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

12  Thu  6:43  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

13  Fri 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

14  Sat  8:26  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

15  Sun 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

16  Mon 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd  2:14  pm 

17  TUe  1:34  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

18  Wed 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

19  Thu  10:17  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

20  Fri 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

21  Sat  9:37  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

22  Sun 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

23  Mon 

Aquarius 

Aii- 

Barren 

2nd 

24  Tue  10:11  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

Full  1:05  pm 

25  Wed 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

26  Thu  10:49  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

27  Fri 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

28  Sat 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

29  Sun  10:35  am 

Ihurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

30  Mon 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

31  Tue  8:19  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

iixm 


E 


Another  Favorite  Plant  Shelf 

By  Leonard  Re 


The  bottom  shelf  of  my  plant  cart  is  a  favorite. 
On  that  shelf  I  keep  my  collection  of 
petrocosmeas.  These  are  cousins  to  our  African 
violets  and  are  easy  to  grow.  I  became 
acquainted  with  them  several  years  ago  and 
have  been  expanding  my  collection.  They  may  b 
e  grown  for  their  distinct  foliage  appearance  and 
texture  and/or  blossoms.  For  me,  they  don’t 
bloom  near  as  much  as  the  violets,  but  their 
beautiful  foliage  makes  up  for  the  smaller 
amount  of  bloom.  A  wonderful  web  resource  is 
http://petrocosmea.blogspot.com.  Tim  Tuttle  is  the 
owner  of  this  site  and  has  done  extensive 
research  and  has  easy  to  understand  information 
about  them. 


Other  plants  that  reside  on  my  bottom  shelf 
are  violets  that  want  a  cooler  environment  and 
don’t  mind  the  occasional  white  dog  hair  from 
Honey  (my  Samoyed/ Australian  Shepard  mix). 
These  include  two  older  Hortense  Pittman  plants 
-  ‘Tiptop’  and  ‘Petite  Jewel.’  ‘Petite  Jewel’  is  a 
variegated  that  holds  its’  variegation  when 
grown  on  lower  shelves.  ‘Tiptop’  is  solid  green 
but  blooms  much  better  on  the  lower  shelf.  There 
are  also  two  of  Shirley  Sanders  plants  -  ‘Shirks 
Precious  Memories’  and  ‘Shirks  Sno  Cone’  that 
bloom  beautifully  and  also  hold  their  variegation. 
One  of  David  Senk’s  plants  -  ‘Senk’s  Vespa 
Verde,’  which  has  wasp  blossoms  with  variegated 
foliage  is  another  great  bloomer  in  this  location. 
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An  Invitation  to  the  AVSA 
201 1  National  Convention 

By  Rich  Follett,  Convention  Chair 

Photos  Courtesy  of  the  Philadelphia  Convention  and  Visitor’s  Bureau 


Good  evening.  My  intention  tonight  was  to 
issue  a  simple  invitation  to  the  AVSA  2011 
Philadelphia  convention;  I  was  going  to  tell  you 
that  Philadelphia  is  rich  in  history,  with 
wonderful  places  to  visit  -  the  U.S.  Mint,  The 
Liberty  Bell,  Historic  Old  Town,  the  Rocky  statue, 
Longwood  Gardens,  the  DuPont  estate,  art 
museums  and 
theatres.  I  was  going 
to  extol  the  virtues  of 
the  world-renowned 
Philly  Cheese  steak.  I 
was  even  going  to  tell 
you  that  there  are 
more  than  a  dozen 
active  African  violet 
clubs  within  an  hour’s 
drive  of  our  conven¬ 
tion  site.  I  planned  to 
tell  you  about  the 
hardworking  crew 
who  have  been  at 
work  for  more  than  a 
year.  I  was  going  to 
do  all  of  this  and 
more  ... 

However,  in 
conducting  basic 
research,  I  came  upon 
a  long-forgotten  truth 
that  completely 
changes  the  face  of 
African  violet  history 
as  we  know  it.  Late  one  evening,  while 
pondering  our  2011  convention  “Life,  Liberty, 
and  the  Pursuit  of  Violets”  and  perusing  some 
Revolutionary-era  documents  on  the  Internet,  1 
absent-mindedly  substituted  the  word  ‘violets’  for 
the  word  ‘liberty’  in  a  passage  from  Patrick 
Henry’s  famous  speech  to  the  Virginia  House  of 


Burgesses.  Instantly,  the  truth  revealed  itself  in  a 
cataclysmic  blast  of  brain-searing  clarity:  our 
founding  fathers  were  secretly  growing  African 
violets\  Forget  all  you  have  heard  about  Baron 
Von  Saint  so  -  and  -  so  and  some  German  coffee 
plantation  in  Tanzania;  African  violets  came  over 
on  the  tea  ships!  In  order  to  avoid  paying  oner¬ 
ous  taxes  on  their  one  true 
source  of  horticultural 
pleasure  in  times  of  war, 
our  founding  fathers  went 
‘underground’,  expressing 
their  love  for  what  has 
become  the  world’s  most 
beloved  houseplant  in  a 
thinly  veiled  reference  to 
‘liberty’. 

The  implications  are 
staggering  (Ben  Franklin, 
the  kite  and  the  key  during 
a  lightning  storm  -  early 
attempts  at  a  light  stand?). 
By  merely  substituting  the 
word  ‘violets’  for  ‘liberty’  in 
Patrick  Henry’s  famous 
speech,  one  clearly  exposes 
this  truth:  our  founding 
fathers  struggled  with  the 
same  problems  we  face 
today  in  pursuit  of  perfect 
symmetry  and  maximum 
bloom  count.  Here  are  a 
few  compelling  quotes  from 
Patrick  Henry’s  immortal  speech: 

On  the  subject  of  thrips,  introduced  by 
the  British  to  crush  the  rising  tide  of 
Revolutionary  AV  enthusiasts: 

“They  tell  us,  sir,  that  we  are  weak;  unable  to 
cope  with  so  formidable  an  adversary.  But  when 
shall  we  be  stronger?  ...  Shall  we  gather  strength 


The  Liberty  Bell 
Photo  Credit:  Anthony  Sinagoga 
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by  irresolution  and  in  action?  ...  Sir,  ...  [t] he 
millions  of  people,  armed  in  the  holy  cause 
of  violets  ...  are  invincible  by  any  force  which 
our  enemy  can  send  against  us  ...  Besides,  sir, 
we  shall  not  fight  our  battles  alone.  There  is  a 
just  God  ...  [t]he  battle,  sir,  is  not  to  the  strong 
alone;  it  is  to  the  vigilant,  the  active,  the  brave.” 

Asked  to  provide  growing  tips,  Mr.  Henry 
replied: 

“I  have  but  one  lamp  by  which  my  feet  are 
guided,  and  that  is  the  lamp  of  experience.  I 
know  of  no  way  of  judging  of  the  future  but  by 
the  past.” 

On  the  age-old  debate  -  to  wick,  or  not  to 
wick? 

“Shall  we  try  argument?  . . .  Have  we  anything 
new  to  offer  upon  the  subject?  Nothing.  We  have 
held  the  subject  up  in  every  light  of  which  it  is 
capable;  but  it  has  been  all  in 
vain  ...  Let  us  not,  I  beseech 
you,  sir,  deceive  ourselves  ...” 

On  the  subject  of  AVSA 
judges,  Mr.  Henry  was 
especially  clear: 

...  it  is  natural  to  man  to 
indulge  in  the  illusions  of 
hope.  We  are  apt  to  shut  our 
eyes  against  a  painful  truth 
...  [f]or  my  part,  whatever 
anguish  of  spirit  it  may  cost, 

I  am  willing  to  know  the 
whole  truth;  to  know  the 
worst,  and  to  provide  for  it.” 

For  all  of  you  skeptics, 

I  found  one  mention  of 
AVs  by  name,  in  a  section 
clearly  intended  to 
address  getting  AVs  to 
bloom: 

Our  petitions  have  been 
slighted;  ...  our  supplica¬ 
tions  have  been  disregarded; 
and  we  have  been  spurned, 
with  contempt  ...  [t] here  is 
no  longer  any  room  for 
hope.  If  we  wish  to  be  free 
-  if  we  mean  to  pre¬ 


serve  inviolate  those  inestimable  privileges  for 
which  we  have  been  so  long  contending  -  we 
must  fight! 

And  finally,  when  asked  if  he  would  ever 
give  up  his  African  Violet  hobby,  Patrick 
Henry  answered: 

“Forbid  it,  Almighty  God!  I  know  not  what 
course  others  may  take;  but  as  for  me,  give  me 
violets  or  give  me  death!” 

Truly,  words  to  live  by.  My  friends,  a  new 
Revolution  has  begun.  Let  us  all  honor  the 
courage,  the  spirit,  and  the  memory  of  our 
founding  fathers  by  convening  May  15  -  22nd 
of  next  year  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  hotel  in  Cherry 
Hill  for  “Life,  Liberty,  and  the  Pursuit  of  Violets.” 
Stand  up  and  be  counted!  The  future  of  our  violet 
nation  depends  on  it!  I  thank  you. 


Carpenter’s  Hall 

Meeting  place  of  First  Continental  Congress 

Photo  Credit:  Edward  Savaria,  Jr. 
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How  to  Grow  Prize-Winni 


M  mi. 


e  Barth 


MRS  STREP  STREPS 

:arpus,  Chiritas,  Kohlerias,  plus  many  other  Gesneriads: 
Email  for  list  of  available  plants  by  mail  order. 
Kathy  Spissnran,  4086  Brownlee  Dr., 
Tucker,  GA  30084,  770-939-5289 
Call  for  an  appointment.  Check  out  my  Ebay  store: 

http://stores.ebay.com/mrsstrepstreps. 
Now  on  Facebook:  MrsStrepStreps  •  Mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372  S.  Kentwood  A ve.  Price  list:  $1 .00 

Springfield,  M0  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico ,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/ MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


CLASSIFIED  AD 


Three  Oak  Violets:  leaves  of  semis  and  minis  from 
award-winning  grower.  No  minimum  U.S.  only. 
http://threeoakviolets.weebly.com 

African  Violet  Leaves:  225  standard  varieties. 
Croteau,  Perreault,  Wr.’s,  Buckeye.  100  mini/semi 

varieties, 

Eros  (Morgan’s).  Catalogue  Online 


The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway 
Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

(303)761-1770  Established  1969 
See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at  ^ 
www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 


Stanford,  KY  40484 
Ph  -  606-282-3432 

African  Violets,  Chiritas,  Columneas  & 
Other  Gesneriads . Plants  or  Cuttings! 


\\rr 


Eat  a  Bullfrog  first  thing  each  morning  and  nothing 
worse  will  happen  to  you  the  rest  of  the  day! 


Current  Catalog  $3.00 
Or  order  online  at 

www.orderafricanviolets.com 
Special:  25  leaves  (our  choice)  for  $28.00  ppd. 

Six  plants  (our  choice)  $30.00  ppd. 

You  may  choose  mini/semi,  standard,  trailers  or  mix. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover  Card,  AMX 
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Save  the  Wild  Saintpaulia 

Will  the  Wild  M  'ican  Violet  Survive? 


'Y'  .  "T^ llcl  Saintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very 
yy  limited  kakitat  in  a  Landfill  of  mountain  and 
coastal  rainforests  known  ky  scientists  as  tne  Eastern 
Arc.  Muck  ol  tke  Arc  rainforests  kave  keen  destroyed 
ky  man. 


ft 


d, 


royet 


The  Ah  • ican  Rainforest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  ha  hi  tat. 
You  can  play  a  critical  role. 


ou  can  play  a  cri 

$S  o.oo  -  Contrikutor 
$100.00  -  Rafiki  (Friend) 

$2  So  .oo  -  Ffdugu  (Comrade) 
$Soo.oo  -  Bwana  au  Biki  (P  atron) 
$1,000.00  MJkifadi  (Conservator) 
$s  ,000.00  M_ezi  (Guardian) 


Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  made  to: 

Aii  ican  Rainlorest  Conservancy "  5ho  Broadway,  Suite  202 
New  York ,  NY  10012 


Selective 


QardenetL 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


REEO^S 


Greenhouse 


100’s  African  violets  and  supplies 
Online  growing  help  and  photos 
Fast  shipping  of  all  supplies 
Online  Message  forums 


WWW.  REEDS  GREENHOUS  E.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  Dept  AV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

Introducing  some  of  our  NEW  varieties  to  tempt  you  for  2010: 


Snowkissed  Plum 
Splendid  Chaos 
Heaven's  Smile 
Red  Rocket 
Spun  Sugar 


Perfect  Harmony 
Hearts  Aflutter 
Sierra  Sunrise 
Cosmic  Art 
Lacy  Lass 


Lucky  Devil  Gum  Drop 

To  receive  our  2010  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  mountains!  Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 

To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.lyndonlyOn.COH1 
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IQS 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  1 2  =  $76.86  24  =  $1 44.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10  ES2-P  $120.60 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid,  3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax  w/2  Two  Lamp 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted  Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
74"  FI  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG  37"  H  x  27"  W  x  12"  D 


0Yv*d  Gree04o 


w 

AT 


Apex,  NC 

At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


\ 

o 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 

919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


Buckeye  &  Bluegrass  Violets 
New  Releases  for  2010 

New  Buckeye  Whites  and  Fantasies 
Jolly’s  and  Celinas  from  H.  Pittman 

2010  color  catalog  $3.00  US/$5.00  International 
Send  stamps  or  checks  to  Pat  Hancock 
7132  Shurz  Rd.  •  Middletown,  OH  45042 
(513)  425-0308 
Pat.hancock@hughes.net 
See  other  releases  at  www.huckeyeviolets.com 


JoS  Violets 

African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 
www.geocities.com/iosviolets  or 

send  stamped  envelope 
2205  College  Dr  Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344  josviolets@yahoo.com 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM 
NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  30  color  photographs  and  illustrations 


Producing  and  Selling  African  Violet  Seeds  Since  1976 
Please  visit  us  at  NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com 


African  Violets  for 
Everyone 

by  Ruth  Coulson 


The  book for  all  lovers  of  African  violets 

Includes  a  CD  of  images  and 
an  informative  presentation. 

180  x  240  mm  (7x9  1/2  in.) 
Paperback,  90  p.,  12  full  colour. 

$28.50  plus  postage  $14.00  in 
US/Can.,  $3.90  Aust. 

(Australian  currency) 

Enquire  for  other  postal  zones. 
Discounts  apply  for  10  or  more  copies. 

Orders  and  contact: 

Mail:  5  Colban  Street, 

Balcolyn  NSW  2264  Australia 
Email:  rutheoulson(a)iprimus.com.au 
Online:  www.afrieanvioletsforeveryone.net 
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tPatty’ a  {Plants  <£  ( IntiqueA 

W  $<uc  751 
920  Millington 
Winfield ,  JianAOA  67156 

African  Violets  and  their  relatives.  Send 
$2.00  for  our  Spring  catalog  or 
Visit  our  web  site  at 
www.  patty  splants  andantiques .  com 


Oyama  Pots 


•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated  #1  in  tests. 


-  Wick  Saucers 

-  AaroSun  Light 
Bulbs 


•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available. 


-  Self-watering  Pots 


Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG 


-  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

-  Leaf  Rings 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


Hours:  10:00  AM  until  5:30  PM  Tues.  thru 
Sat.,  1:00  PM  thru  6:00  PM  Sun. 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


African  Violets  &  Supplies 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Leaves, 
Species,  and  Vintage  Varieties 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures. 
Send  $3  for  our  print  version  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  mpetry@embarqmail.com  Phone  (717)  528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Travis^iolets 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2010  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’  VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


§(  PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeaux,  QC  H9B  1L5 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

I  r  mv\r‘ 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 

Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 

mmmm .  -w?- flfl 

www.belislesviolethouse.com 

Catalog  Available  $3.00 

ip 

Box  1 1 1 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 

!  ,  Jp 

I 

Oyama 

Self- Watering  Planters 

DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


r  es^ePa<7  o 
CA  °o. 


www.gesneriadsociety.' 


org  J 


Achimenes,  Aeschyncmthus,  Chirita,  Columned,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosm ea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus . . .  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads ,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 


Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


as  an  information  exchange 


Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


c ' 4,  Plant  Ptkcpfi 

African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 


234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221-3832  •  (210)922-0208 


Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue ,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 


^and  l  UorLdlu 


rand  vworndnop 

Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

941  FM  2377  MaCuLon 

Red  Oak,  Texas  75 1 54  (972)  617-1186 

Fax  (972)  617-1 198  email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


OUR  38 TH  YEAR 


For  CATALOG 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


Violet  Barn 

9-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 
Home  of  'Rob's9  and  ‘Ma’s’  hybrids.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

MA'S  FUZZY  SLIPPERS.  Lovely  sdbl.  white  pansies  with 
distinctive,  frilly  deep  pink  edges.  Heavily  serrated, 
variegated  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  PARIS  AFFAIR.  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  deep  pink  pansies 
heavily  splashed  with  white  fantasy  streaks.  Perfectly 
growing,  dark,  variegated  foliage.  Easy  grower,  and 
bloomer,  nice  showplant.  $7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

ROB'S  ASTRO  ZOMBIE.  Sdbl.  deep  blue-purple  stars  with 
lots  of  very  bright  rose-pink  puffs  throughout.  Dark, 
pointed,  foliage.  Easy  grower,  profuse  bloomer, 
"otherworldly"  blooms.  Semimini  $7.00 

ROB'S  JACUZZI  FLOOZIE.  Round,  sdbl,  white  pansies  with 
fuchsia-red  side-stripes.  Round,  heavily  variegated 
foliage.  Semimini  chimera.  $ 12.00 

NEW  STREPTOCARPLJS 

BRISTOL'S  COSTUME  PARTY.  Fringed,  bright  lavender- 
purple  sdbl.  with  dark  purple  veining  from  throat  and 
rose-pink  fantasy.  $ 6.00 

BRISTOL'S  JIMMIES.  Adorable!  Carmine-pink  sdbl.  blooms 
with  sporadic  white  fantasy  streaks.  Very  heavy, 
constant  bloomer  on  a  small-growing  plant.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  PINK  PRISS.  Lovely,  fringed,  deep  shell-pink 
blooms  with  butter-yellow  throat.  Dark,  quilted, 
foliage.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SALT  SHAKER.  Fantastic!  Very  unusual, 

ocean-blue  blooms  heavily  peppered  and  streaked  in 
sparkling  white  fantasy.  Non-stop  blooms  over  easy, 
dark,  foliage.  Excellent.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SUNBEAM.  Large,  brilliant  white  blooms  with 
large,  even  brighter,  yellow  throat.  You'll  need 
sunglasses!  $6.00 

...Hundreds  more  listed  on  our  web -site  and  catalog, 
other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each,  minis  and  streps 
at  $5.00 

$350  in  cash  and  prizes  offered  at  the  2010  Show  for 
our  hybrids! 


NEW  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

BLUE  SKIRT  (Golubye  Inbochki).  Large,  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  'thumbprints'  on  petals.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  CZARITZA  MAGNOLIA  (Tsaritsa  magnoliya).  Large, 
double  white  stars,  medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  HANGING  GARDENS  (Sady  semiramidy).  Wow!  Very 
large  and  double  red  stars.  Medium  green  foliage. 
$7.00 

EK  RAINBOW  OF  LOVE  (Raduga  Ljubvil).  Large,  hot-pink 
dbl.  stars.  Dark,  red-backed  foliage.  $7.00 

SWEETIE  (Konfetka).  Double  hot-pink  pansies  with 
greenish-white  edges.  Medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

TOUCH  ME  NOT  (Nedotroga).  Double  white  stars  with 
dark  pink  eye  and  'thumbprint'.  Medium  green 
foliage.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  new  and  recent  'Russian' 
varieties! 

HAVE  THESE  RECENT  FAVORITES? 

MA'S  FAT  FROGGIE.  Huge,  fully  dbl.  white  star  carnation 
blooms  with  thick,  deep  green  edging.  Wavy, 
variegated  std.  foliage.  $8.00 

MA'S  GLASS  SLIPPER.  Frilly  sdbl.  white  pansies  with  blue 
speckling  in  edge  of  pink. 'Wavy,  serrated,  variegated 
standard  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  HICKIE.  Introduced  late  in'09  so  new  to  most.  Sdbl. 
white  pansies  with  lavender  side  stripes,  variable, 
ruffled  green  edge.  Variegated  standard  foliage. 
Chimera.  $17.00 

ROB'S  CHILLY  WILLY.  Best  mini  at  2008  AVSA.  Dbl. 

sparkling  white  to  silver  fluted  stars  with  blue  overlay 
and  edges.  Tiny  white,  yellow,  and  green  variegate 
miniature  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  COMBUSTIBLE  PIGEON.  Best  New  Cultivar  and  Best 
semimini  at  2008  AVSA.  Sdbl.  pink  pansies  with  blue 
fantasy  and  white  edging.  Lovely  green,  gold 
variegated  semimini  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  PLAID  SKIRT.  Eye-catching  sdbl.  pink  stars  with  blue 
splashes  and  white  edges.  Cream,  green  variegated 
semimini.  $5.00 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS.  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcias,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

PRICES:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  1 5,  add  $12  per  order  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 
We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  our  web-site  or  call  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $35  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY).  ANYTIME-SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW.VIOLETBARN.COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  1-5  p.m. 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  www.  theviolethouse. com  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  p.m.,  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX"  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 
check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Bianding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynnJombard@worldnet.att.net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valornet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annandale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Philadelphia,  PA  /  Cherry 
Hill,  NJ  May  15 -May  22,  2011. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  603  N.  San  Francisco  St.,  Flagstaff,  AZ 
86001.  A  registration  fee  of  $15  is  required.  Email 
< mthloomis@msn.com > 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery  .  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-266 7.  E-mail  <janice@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to:  Meredith 
Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY.  Please 
check  for  new  prices  on  AVSA  Show  Packets. 

Rates  for  SSA  packet  and  AVSA  collection  rosettes:  SSA 
PACKET  PACKET,  NO  ROSETTES  -  $5;  SSA  PACKET  WITH  1 
OR  2  ROSETTES  -  $12.50;  SSA  Packet  with  2  sets  of  rosettes 

-  $20.00;  SSA  packet  with  3  sets  of  rosettes  -  $27.50. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or 
mechanical,  without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles 
are  property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without 
Editor’s  permission.  AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  E-mail  <rrumsey@eaithlink.net>. 
ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND 
MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1 ;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1 ;  Mar.  issue 

-  Jan.  1;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July  issue  -  May  1;  Sept,  issue  - 
July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast.net>  (Ad  rates  bn  web  site: 
AVSA.org). 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/ Apr.  issue  -  Jan.  1 ;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July /Aug. 
issue  -  May  1;  Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  - 
Sept.  1. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office 
in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 
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President’s  Message  941  f.  m.  2377  •  Red  oak,  tx  75154 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President  Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


With  the  hot  summer  almost  over,  I 
hope  everyone  has  made  plans  to 
attend  some  of  the  fall  shows  in  their 
area.  Be  sure  to  enter  African  violets 
and  design  exhibits  in  your  local  club 
fall  shows. 

The  Executive  Committee  (EC)  will 
be  meeting  at  the  Ohio  State  AVS 
Convention  and  Show  in  Mansfield, 

Ohio,  on  September  16  -  18,  2010. 

If  any  member  has  recommendations  or 
topics  they  would  like  the  Executive  Committee 
to  discuss,  please  send  the  information  to  me  or 
one  of  the  members.  The  EC  is  open  for  any 
recommendations  that  would  benefit  AVSA. 

A  number  of  members  have  had  problems 
getting  African  violets  and  supplies  from  sup¬ 
pliers  that  are  not  members  of  AVSA.  Often,  it  is 
after  they  have  paid  for  their  orders.  If  you  pur¬ 
chase  supplies  or  plants,  I  urge  you  to  order 
only  from  the  Commercial  members  of 
AVSA  that  advertise  in  the  AVM,  or  are 
listed  on  the  AVSA  website.  AVSA 
Commercial  members  have  an  outstanding 
record  in  making  sure  their  customers  get  the 
correct  supplies,  and  in  a  timely  manner.  AVSA 
cannot  assist  you  if  you  have  delivery  problems 
with  suppliers  who  are  not  members  of  AVSA. 

Be  sure  and  look  in  this  issue  for  the  Library 
Committee  list  of  the  new  DVD  and  CD  Programs 
for  sale  through  the  AVSA  office.  These  include 
the  Raleigh  Convention  Show  DVD  and  CD.  If 
you  need  programs  for  this  year,  look  at  the 
latest  DVD’s  (Bill  Price’s  program  on  Trailers 


and  Pat  Hancock’s  Species  to 
Spectacular).  Both  of  these  DVDs  are 
outstanding  and  will  make  a  great 
program  for  your  club. 

Jan  and  I  always  look  forward  to  the 
Regional  and  State  Conventions  and 
Shows  in  the  fall.  We  get  to  meet  a 
number  of  AVSA  members  and  have  a 
great  time.  We  plan  on  attending  Ohio 
State  AVS,  Missouri  Valley  AVS,  and 
Lone  Star  AVC  shows.  We  hope  to  see  and  visit 
with  the  members,  and  enjoy  seeing  the  plants 
exhibited. 

I  hope  everybody  has  marked  their  new 
2011  AVSA  calendar  for  the  next  convention 
which  will  be  in  Philadelphia  on  May  1 5  -  May 
22,  201  1  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel 
Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill,  Cherry  Hill,  NJ.  Rich 
Follett  and  his  committee  members  have 
planned  a  large  and  wonderful  convention  with 
a  lot  of  excellent  tours  in  the  area. 

If  you  have  not  purchased  your  2011 
AVSA  Calendar,  call  the  office  before  they 
are  sold  out.  1  want  to  thank  Nancy  Hayes  for 
producing  a  very  pretty  new  calendar  again  for 
us. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance  to  any  member, 
feel  free  to  contact  me.  My  name,  address,  and 
e-mail  are  at  the  top  of  this  page.  And  here  is  my 
home  phone  number  (972)  617-1186. 

Thanks  to  all  our  members  for  their  support  of 
the  African  Violet  Society  of  America. 

Ron  Davidson 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Plans  are  underway  for  the  2011 
Philadelphia  Convention,  May  15-22. 

This  is  one  I’m  very  excited  about.  As 
a  student  of  history,  I  am  looking 
forward  to  strolling  the  streets  of  the 
City  of  Brotherly  Love.  I  want  to  see 
Independence  Hall  and  the  Liberty 
Bell.  And,  I  hope  to  visit  the  National 
Constitution  Center,  which  is  the  only 
museum  devoted  to  the  document 
that  defines  America’s  uniqueness,  and  the  story 
of  “We,  the  people.”  There  is  an  article  that 
addresses  some  of  the  historic  sites  you’ll  want  to 
visit  on  page  58  in  this  issue.  Be  sure  to  read 
“Experience  Philadelphia,”  by  Trisha  Spagnuolo 
and  Sandy  Skalski. 

As  with  many  of  other  documents  that  appear 
only  once  a  year  in  the  AVM,  the  AVSA  Library 
Rental  List  is  now  on  the  AVSA  web  site. 
Please  make  sure  that  your  club  members  are 
aware  of  this,  especially  those  who  plan 
programs  for  your  club  meetings. 

A  complete  list  of  the  DVDs  and  CDs  that  are 
offered  for  Sale  through  the  Library  is  on  page  57 
in  this  issue,  along  with  the  Annual  Library 
Message  from  our  Library  Chairman,  Anne 
Nicholas.  Anne  shares  information  on  two  new 
DVDs  that  were  a  hot  sales  item  at  the  AVSA 
Sales  Table  during  the  Raleigh  convention. 

I’m  looking  for  new  topic  ideas  to  assign  our 
“African  Violet  Sleuth,”  Rich  Follett.  Rich  enjoys 
searching  for  the  answers,  so  if  you  have  a  topic 
you  would  like  to  know  more  about,  please  let 
me  know! 

I  am  always  looking  for  new  articles,  and 
encourage  all  of  you  to  consider  writing  for  the 


AVM.  Although  most  of  us  are 
growing  African  violets  and  other 
plants  from  the  Gesneriad  family,  our 
experiences  may  be  very  different. 

I  have  four  plants  in  my  office 
right  now,  all  table  favors  from  the 
Raleigh  convention.  I  “liberated” 
myself  a  few  years  ago  by  throwing 
away  the  few  office  plants  that  I 
never  seemed  to  have  time  for.  I  felt 
guilty  when  I  looked  at  them,  but  then  I’d  get 
busy  and  they  would  slip  my  mind.  (I  was  also 
tired  of  hiding  them  in  the  closet  when  we  had 
visitors!)  I  use  the  same  rule  with  houseplants  as 
I  do  with  my  many  gardens  at  home  -  if  they 
can’t  survive  my  personal  brand  of  neglect,  they 
belong  somewhere  else!  Fortunately,  these  four 
seem  perfectly  happy! 

I  was  very  pleased  to  receive  another  article 
from  my  friend,  Neil  Lipson,  a  very  good  writer. 
This  time  he  addresses  “African  Violet  Leaf 
Propagation,”  on  page  22. 

I  think  you’ll  enjoy  the  article  on  page  23, 
Sue  Hoffmann’s  “Sometimes,  Laughter  is  the 
Best  Medicine,”  which  originally  appeared  in  the 
Dixie  News. 

Thanks  for  all  the  sweet  words  on  the  birth  of 
my  grandson,  Bryant  Role  Rumsey,  at  the  end 
of  June.  When  his  older  brother  came  along,  I 
was  in  Tulsa  at  the  AVSA  convention,  so  I  was 
very  happy  that  I  was  present  to  greet  this  little 
guy. 


The  AVSA  Library  Complete  List  of  Rentals 
can  now  be  found  on  the  AVSA  Web  Site. 

www.AVSA.org 
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AVSA  HONOR  ROLL  OF 

AFRICAN  VIOLFTS  ""CCZLa* 

*  *  ■  ■  ▼  ■  VI  ^  tmUm  M  ^  Torrance,  CA  90503 


1997 

2001 

2005 

Ode  to  Beauty  #7677 

Windy  Day  #7719  (Stork/Boone) 

Rebel’s  Splatter  Rake  #8695 

(Cox/B.  Johnson) 

Picasso  #6924  (M.  Tremblay) 

2002 

(R.  Bann) 

2006 

There  were  no  2002  additions  to 

1998 

the  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets 

There  were  no  2006  additions  to 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue  #8136  (D.  Ness) 
International  n/r  (B.  Johnson) 

2003 

the  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets 

2007 

Rainbow’s  Quiet  Riot 

1999 

(R.  Wasmund) 

ACA'S  Red  Ember  #8732 

Milky  Way  Trail  #7469  ().  Stahl) 
Ness’  Satin  Rose  #8144  (D.  Ness) 

2004 

(J.  Brownlie) 

2008 

Frozen  in  Time  #9167  (S.  Sorano) 

2000 

Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet  #8479 

Blue  Dragon  #9516  (LLyon 

Powwow  #7708  (K.  Stork) 

(R.  Wilson) 

Greenhouses/P.  Sorano) 

Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket  #6467 
(R.  Robinson) 

2009 

Bob  Serbin  #8292  (J.  Brownlie) 

To  see  the  Honor  Roll  listings  from  1960 

-  1998,  refer  to 

pages  26  &  27  of  the  May /June  2000  AVM. 

To  be  in  the  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets,  a  variety  must  have  appeared  in  the 

Best  Varieties  list for  three  consecutive  years. 

(Minor  editonal  changes  have  been  made  on  some  of  the  above  cultivars 

for  compliance  with  the  current  MVL) 

AVSA  LIBRARY  ORDERS 

All  AVSA  Library  requests  must  be  made  in  writing.  After  you  have 
emailed  <avsa@earthlink.net>,  faxed  (409)  839-4329,  or  sent  your 
request  by  postal  service  (AVSA,  2375  North  St.,  Beaumont,  TX  77702), 
you  will  receive  a  confirmation  from  the  AVSA  Office.  If  you  do  not 
receive  a  confirmation  within  THREE  WEEKS,  it  is  YOUR  responsibility 
to  check  with  the  office  and  make  sure  that  your  request  has  been 
received.  THE  AVSA  Library  Complete  List  of  Rentals  can  now  be  found 

on  the  AVSA  web  site  <www.avsa.org>. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Elite  Amour 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by:  Paul  Sorano/LLyon  Greenhouses 

Standard 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Pixie  Redhead 

Exhibited  by:  Adrienne  Topping 
Hybridized  by:  Sorano/LLyon  Greenhouses 

Semiminiature 
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In  Search  of  New  Violets  Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  The  Indiana  Academy  Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


The  study  of  botany  can  be  daunt¬ 
ing  at  times  because  of  its  extensive 
vocabulary.  Botanists  seem  to  have  a 
name  for  everything.  Every  varia¬ 
tion  in  leaf  type,  flower  structure,  and 
fruit  pattern  has  its  own  name.  This 
is  because  botany  is  an  old  field  of 
study  and  started  out  as  a  descriptive 
science.  The  early  herbalists  wanted 
to  make  sure  that  a  reader  knew 
exactly  what  a  plant  looked  like  since 
using  plants  as  medicine  was  a  matter  of  life  and 
death.  Pictures  didn’t  exist  in  those  early  days, 
and  woodprints  took  time  to  carve.  Vocabulary 
had  to  serve  instead  to  paint  a  word  “picture”  of 
a  plant.  Some  of  the  questions  in  this  column 
deal  with  a  few  of  the  words  used  to  describe 
African  violets. 

Q:  Do  all  African  violet  Jlowers  have 
male  and  female  parts? 

A:  Botanists  consider  African  violets  to  have 
complete  Jlowers,  that  is  flowers  with  both  the 
male  and  female  parts.  The  male  part  is  the 
stamen  with  the  yellow  pollen  containing  anthers 
on  a  short  filament.  The  female  part  is  the  carpel 
or  pistil.  The  carpel  in  African  violets  consists  of 
three  parts,  the  stigma,  the  style,  and  the  ovary. 
The  stigma  is  the  two  lobed  tip  that  receives  the 
pollen  during  pollination.  The  style  is  a  long 
slender  rod  that  connects  the  stigma  to  the  ovary. 
The  ovary  is  the  swollen  base  of  the  carpel  and 
contains  the  young  seeds. 

It  is  possible  for  African  violet  flowers  to 
mutate  and  not  always  have  male  and  female 
parts.  A  very  common  mutation  is  for  double 
petals.  This  is  usually  achieved  by  converting  the 
stamens  into  more  petals.  Plants  with  double 
petals  may  be  effectively  male-sterile  and  not 
have  any  functional  stamens  or  pollen. 

A  very  rare  mutation  that  I’ve  seen  only  in 
pictures  is  for  ail  of  the  flower  parts  to  be 


converted  into  sepals,  the  green  strap¬ 
like  structures  usually  found  under 
the  petals.  These  flowers  looked  like 
miniature  cabbages  and  never 
opened.  They  are  effectively  sterile 
with  no  functional  sexual  parts. 

The  mutant  cultivar  ‘Botanika’ 
that  has  been  shown  in  several 
national  AVSA  shows  has  another 
rare  flower  mutation.  This  plant  has 
petals  that  are  also  part  stamens.  The 
edges  of  the  petals  develop  into  yellow  anthers. 
This  plant  may  also  be  effectively  sterile  as  all 
crosses  made  with  this  plant  have  failed  to  take. 

Q:  /  have  two  plants  that  First  Class 
(African  violet  database  program ) 
describes  has  having  mosaic  variegated 
foliage,  but  the  two  don *t  look  anything 
alike.  Are  there  two  types  of  mosaic 
variegated foliage? 

A:  I  suspect  that  what  you  have  are  two 
different  uses  of  the  word  “mosaic”  variegation. 
In  my  opinion,  the  term  mosaic  variegation 
should  only  be  used  for  the  foliage  type  seen 
originally  in  Tinari  hybrid  ‘Lilian  Jarrett 
Variegated’  (a  sport  of  their  non-variegated  plant 
‘Lilian  larrett’).  The  foliage  has  irregular  areas  of 
cream,  white,  or  tan  on  the  centers  of  the  leaf. 
Plants  of  my  ‘Genetic’  series  have  this  type  of 
mosaic  variegation.  This  type  of  variegation  must 
be  inherited  from  both  parents  as  a  recessive 
trait. 

A  few  plant  descriptions  in  Lirst  Class  use  the 
term  “mosaic  variegation”  in  another  way.  The 
second  use  of  the  term  mosaic  variegation  is 
used  to  describe  a  highly  variegated  white  and 
green  pattern  of  the  Tommie  Lou  variegation 
type.  Traditional  Tommie  Lou  variegation  has 
green  leaves  with  white  edges.  However,  in 
extreme  expressions  of  this  trait,  the  white  edges 
extend  into  the  centers  of  the  leaves  giving  a 
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more  broken  up  pattern  or  “mosaic”  of  green  and 
white.  The  Tommie  Lou  variegation  is  only 
inherited  through  the  maternal  or  seed  parent. 
Therefore,  it  is  a  different  trait  genetically  than 
the  Lilian  Jarrett  mosaic  variegation. 

The  plant  descriptions  in  First  Class  are  given 
by  the  hybridizer  and  sometimes  errors  do  occur, 
such  as  in  the  use  of  the  term  “mosaic”  variega¬ 
tion.  Some  discussions  are  currently  underway  to 
work  out  a  process  to  standardize  the  language 
and  descriptions  of  the  plants.  One  possibility  that 
has  been  suggested  is  to  require  a  cross  check  of 
the  description  from  the  hybridizer  through  a 
picture  submitted  at  the  time  of  registration.  There 
are  a  number  of  details  to  be  worked  out,  but 
hopefully  something  can  be  done  to  prevent 
confusions  such  as  this  one  in  the  future. 

Q:  I  made  a  cross  using  a  plant  that  I 
was  told  was  the  species  Saintpaulia  shu- 
mensis.  However,  a  Jew  of  the  seedlings 
have  pink  flowers  while  I  expected  to  get 
nothing  but  blue  flowers.  What  happened? 

A:  Crosses  using  the  wild  Saintpaulia  species 
should  normally  result  in  100%  blue  offspring. 
The  gene  for  pink  flowers  is  a  mutation  and 


shouldn’t  be  present  in  the  wild  stock  plants. 
Having  said  this,  I  can  think  of  a  couple  of 
explanations  for  your  pink  flower  seedlings: 

1 .  Your  plant  of  S.  shumensis  was  misiden- 
tified  and  isn’t  the  wild  species  plant  after  all.  I 
presume  that  you  are  using  the  plant  for  the 
traits  of  small  size  and  pebbled  or  strawberry 
foliage?  There  are  cultivars  out  there,  possible 
developed  originally  from  5.  shumensis,  with 
these  traits.  Your  plant  might  actually  be  a 
cultivar  instead  of  the  wild  species  and  could 
easily  carry  the  gene  pink  flowers  as  a  recessive. 

2.  Your  plant  actually  is  5.  shumensis  but  has 
sported  somewhere  along  the  way  and  now 
carries  the  pink  flowered  trait  as  a  hidden  reces¬ 
sive.  We  know  that  cultivars  sport  all  the  time  so 
the  species  are  likely  to  sport  too. 

3.  The  species  S.  shumensis  has  not  sported  in 
cultivation,  but  the  wild  plants  actually  do  carry 
the  gene  for  pink  flowers.  I  tend  to  find  this 
explanation  the  least  likely.  If  the  plants  in  the 
wild  had  the  gene  for  pink  flowers,  I  would  have 
expected  some  reports  of  pink  flowered  plants  in 
some  of  the  populations.  To  my  knowledge,  pink 
flowered  African  violets  have  not  been  reported 
or  seen  in  the  wild. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue 
Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  April  1,  2010  -  May  31,  2010  •  Total  =  $185.00 


Two-tone 

African  Violet  Society  of  San  Francisco 
Bellflower  African  Violet  Society, 

Long  Beach,  CA 
Alice  A.  Inlow,  Ballwin,  MO 


Thumbprint 

Doris  R.  Acree,  Granbury,  TX 
Carol  Allegretti,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
First  African  Violet  Society  of  Spartanburg, 
Spartanburg,  SC 
Susan  E.  Joy,  Pickerington,  OH 
Kathleen  Markiewicz,  Saint  Petersburg,  FL 
Robert  McMeel,  Houma,  LA 
Victoria  African  Violet  Society,  Victoria,  TX 
Teri  Watkins,  Clovis,  CA 
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Three from  TH-Counties  AVS  (CA) 


Photo  Credit:  Diane  Miller 


Apache  Primrose 

Best  Standard 
Exhibited  by:  Diane  Miller 
Hybridized  by:  Winston  Smith 
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Streptocarpus 
Tire  &  Ice  ’ 

Exhibited,  by: 

Bill  Kritzburg 


Photo  Credit:  Diane  Miller 


Victorian 

Parasol 

Exhibited  by: 

Bill  Kritzburg 

Hybridized  by: 

Sorano/Lyon 

Greenhouses 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Diana  Miller 
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Coming  Events  Deadlines 


January  Issue  -  November  1 
March  Issue  -  January  1 


July  Issue  -  May  1 
September  Issue  -  July  1 


May  Issue  -  March  1  November  Issue  -  September  1 
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Question  Box 

By  Ralph  Robinson 


P.O.  Box  9  •  Naples,  NY  14512 
Email:  robsviolet@aolcom 


As  is  always  the  case,  we  are  far  too 
busy  to  reply  to  mail  (or  e-mail),  though 
we  do  read  all  of  it.  Should  you  want  a 
personal  reply,  we  are  more  than  willing  to 
answer  phone  calls  made  during  our 
normal  business  hours  (12-5  pm  EST), 
since  we  can  work  and  talk  at  the  same 
time.  For  those  with  access  to  the  internet, 
we  can  be  reached  at  robsviolet@aol.com  or  via 
our  web-site  at  www.violetbarn.com  The 
web-site  also  contains  a  wealth  of  information 
(and  answers  to  many  of  your  questions) . 

Question:  Is  it  true  that  the  leaves  in  the 
center  of  the  plant  need  to  be  removed  in 
order  for  the  violet  to  bloom  ? 

Answer:  Most  definitely  not.  Removing  the 
center  leaves  might,  indeed,  encourage  the  plant 
to  bloom,  but  it  is  just  as  likely  (or  more  so)  to 
encourage  your  violet  to  sucker  -  i.e.  produce 
additional  crowns.  Growers  will  often  do  this 
when  propagating  chimeras,  for  which 
propagation  by  sucker  is  necessary,  or  for  trailing 
varieties,  which  are  intended  to  grow  multiple 
crowned.  All  other  violets,  however  (except  for 
some  species),  you  want  to  grow  as 
single-crowned  plants.  Blooming  is  best 
encouraged  by  good,  bright  light  and  consistent 
care.  Not  allowing  suckers,  or  extra  crowns,  to 
develop  is  also  essential. 

Question:  Is  there  anything  that  can  be 
used  to  help  keep  that  green  stuff  from 
getting  in  the  bottom  of  my  pots?  There 
will  always  be  a  few  that  turn  green.  I  use 
wicks  and  “dandy”  pots. 

Answer:  Standing  water  exposed  to  bright 
light  for  long  periods  is  naturally  going  to  turn 
green  with  algae  at  some  point.  Short  of 
continually  changing  the  water  and  washing  out 
the  pots,  here  are  a  couple  of  solutions.  You 
might  want  to  use  darker-colored  pots,  something 


less  transparent,  that  will  let  less  light 
through.  If  you  don’t  like  the  look  of  dark 
pots,  add  a  few  drops  of  Pysan  20  to  the 
water  in  each  reservoir.  This  is  a  great, 
multipurpose  product,  used  by  many 
growers,  usually  available  in  larger  garden 
centers  or  via  mail-order  (see  the  ad  pages 
of  this  magazine).  We  use  this  ourselves, 
since  we  have  many  of  our  plants  on  acrylic 
(capillary)  blankets,  and  adding  Physan  once  a 
month  to  our  water  keeps  the  algae  away  and 
the  blankets  from  turning  green. 

Question:  I  am  going  on  vacation  and 
will  not  have  anyone  to  water  them.  Could 
I  place  each  violet  into  a  clear  plastic  bag? 
Haveyou  a  better  idea? 

Answer:  This  should  work.  Be  sure  to  remove 
all  blooms,  since  these  will  eventually  rot  inside 
the  bag.  If  you  plan  to  be  away  for  some  time, 
you’ll  also  want  to  remove  all  the  flower  buds  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  these  maturing  and, 
eventually,  rotting.  Since  the  bag  will  retain 
moisture,  don’t  overwater  your  violet  before 
placing  it  in  the  bag.  You  want  to  give  your  plant 
good  light  but,  since  the  bag  will  also  retain  heat, 
don’t  place  it  directly  in  the  sunlight  or  in  the 
warmest  location  on  your  light  stand.  Give  your 
violet  some  room  to  grow,  too.  There’s  no  need  to 
leave  a  large,  blooming,  plant  at  home  when  you 
leave.  The  idea  is  to  come  back  to  one! 

Question:  Is  there  any  way  to  help 
cupping  leaves  to  straighten  back  out? 

Answer:  Yes  and  no.  Much  will  depend  upon 
the  variety  in  question.  Some  are  genetically 
disposed  to  having  slightly  cupped  (“ovate”)  or 
heavily  cupped  (“spooned")  leaves.  Varieties  with 
spooned  leaves  were  more  common  many 
(many)  years  ago,  but  are  rare  nowadays.  Most 
growers  and  exhibitors,  especially,  prefer  varieties 
having  flatter  leaves  that  allow  the  plant  to  shape 


1 2  African  Violet  Magazine 


September  •  October  2010 


more  easily.  “Ovate”  leaves  are  still  common, 
though,  and  some  cupping  can  occur  on  almost 
any  variety  under  certain  conditions.  Most  any 
kind  of  stress,  heat  in  particular,  can  cause  leaves 
to  cup,  or  to  cup  more  than  usual  (though  a  few 
will  cup  when  grown  very  cool).  Poor  or 
inconsistent  watering  can  also  become  a  factor. 
For  us,  we’ll  see  more  of  it  during  the  summer 
months,  when  our  growing  area  can  be  a  bit 
warm. 

Question:  My friend  gave  me  six  violets 
a  year  ago.  I  have  only  three  left,  and  they 
are  struggling  to  survive.  I  noticed  the 
surface  of  the  soil  gets  white furry  growth. 
I  have  replanted  it  and  washed  the  pot  and 
changed  the  soil  and  still  the  furry  stuff 
comes  back  with  time.  I  have  three  other 
larger  violets  that  are  doing  better,  but  the 
other  minis  look  like  they  are  dying  or  are 
growing  very  slowly. 

Answer:  There  are  a  couple  of  possibilities. 
It’s  possible  that  what  you  are  seeing  is  mealy 
bug,  or  their  egg  masses.  Mealy  bugs  are  white, 
waxy,  and  visible  to  the  eye,  looking  like  very 
small  grains  of  rice.  Their  eggs  are  visible,  too, 
but  much  smaller,  like  a  grain  of  salt.  The  egg 
masses  will  appear  thick,  like  cotton  candy,  and 
usually  can  be  seen  around  the  neck  of  the  plant 
at  soil  level,  or  in  leaf  axils.  You’d  also  likely  see 
these  on  the  plant’s  root  ball,  or  on  the  inside  of 
the  pot,  when  you  repotted.  If,  indeed,  this  was 
mealy  bug,  I  would  recommend  discarding  the 
infected  plants,  or  at  least  those  most  affected. 

Should  you  want  to  save  the  plants,  you  have 
two  choices,  with,  or  without,  use  of  pesticides. 
The  most  effective  pesticides  contain  imidacloprid 
as  the  active  ingredient.  You  can  find  this  in 
liquid  form  as  Conserve  or  in  a  dry,  granular  form 
as  Marathon.  Either  is  very  costly,  likely  much 
more  so  than  the  value  of  a  small  collection  of 
plants  (hence,  the  suggestion  to  discard  them). 
Marathon,  because  it  is  dry  and  can  be  added  to 
your  soil  when  repotting,  is  easier  and  safer  to 
use  and  can  protect  your  plant  for  a  number  of 
months.  As  always,  follow  directions  and  take 
the  proper  precautions.  If  you  choose  not  to  use 


pesticides,  you’ll  need  to  remove  as  much  of  the 
infected  material  as  possible,  clean,  and  restart 
the  plant.  Cut  away  the  roots  and  discard  the 
soil.  Remove  all  but  the  youngest  4  to  6  leaves. 
Wash  the  plant  (crown)  with  a  mild  dish  soap 
using  room  temperature  water.  Then  reroot  the 
crown  into  fresh,  moist  soil.  Place  it  in  a  clear 
baggie  for  4  to  6  weeks,  until  rooted.  Afterwards, 
keep  it  segregated  from  the  rest  of  your 
collection,  until  you  are  certain  it  has  no 
problems. 

The  second  possibility  is  that  this  “white  furry 
growth”  is  simply  some  sort  of  mold  or  fungus. 
This  can  appear  if  soil  is  kept  constantly  wet, 
especially  if  the  air  is  stagnant  and  the  soil 
contains  topsoil  or  is  otherwise  not  sterile.  If  you 
are  using  a  constant  watering  method,  like  wicks 
or  self- watering  pots,  you  might  want  to  let  the 
reservoirs  go  dry  occasionally  to  let  the  soil 
“breathe.”  Be  sure  to  use  only  peat-based, 
“soilless”  mixes,  containing  at  least  50  percent 
perlite.  Usually,  if  the  mold  is  limited  to  the  soil 
surface,  it  can  be  scraped  away  and  discarded.  If 
the  conditions  favorable  for  its  growth  are 
removed,  it  usually  won’t  reappear.  What’s  likely 
killing  your  plants  is  not  the  mold,  but  the 
conditions  that  are  causing  the  mold  to  appear  - 
the  excess  dampness  and/or  too  heavy  a  soil 
mix. 

Even  then,  a  “sterile”  potting  mix  can  become 
unsterile.  Here’s  a  short  story.  We  once  had  an 
employee  who  kept  a  rag  by  her  side  to  keep  her 
hands  clean  while  potting.  She  never  changed 
the  rag,  though,  and  wiped  almost  everything  on 
it.  Over  time,  you  can  imagine  its  condition. 
About  a  month  or  so  after  potting,  her  plants 
would  all  develop  a  thick  layer  of  “white  furry 
growth”  on  the  soil  surface!  Overtime,  whatever 
was  transferred  from  the  rag,  to  her  hands,  and 
onto  the  moist  soil,  grew  into  something  pretty 
ugly. 

Question:  I  was  wondering  f  you  could 
answer  two  quick  questions  for  me. 
Someone  who  also  grows  Streptocarpus 
told  me  that  a  strep  leaf  only  bloomed  one 
time.  There  may  be  several  stalks  on  the 
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leaf,  but  it  only  blooms  once .  Is  this  true? 
Second,  is  wick  watering  good for  streps? 

Answers:  To  begin,  Streptocarpus  are  won¬ 
derful  plants,  and  are  must-have  companions  to 
any  collection  of  African  violets.  They  thrive 
under  the  same  conditions  (with  the  exception 
noted  below),  are  very  tolerant  of  neglect,  and 
are  in  nearly  constant  bloom.  What  you 
described  is  true.  It’s  also  true  for  violets.  The 
difference  being  that  a  violet  usually  will  produce 
only  one  bloom  stalk  per  leaf,  occasionally  two, 
and  rarely  more.  If  a  second  bloom  stalk  is 
produced,  it  almost  always  has  fewer,  less 
developed  blooms  than  the  first.  Streps,  though, 
can  easily  produce  six,  eight,  or  more 
fully-developed  blossom  stems  per  leaf.  These 
will  appear  sequentially,  and  any  given  time,  two 
or  three  will  show  multiple  open  blooms.  What 


this  means  is  that  the  flowering  potential  of  a 
well-grown  strep  is  enormous!  A  well-grown 
plant  with  lots  of  healthy,  bloom-producing 
leaves  can  be  spectacular! 

Wick-watering,  or  any  constant-watering 
system,  is  not  usually  good  for  Streps  because 
they  don’t  like  wet  feet.  They  will  recover  from 
almost  any  kind  of  abuse,  but  not  over-watering . 
Forget  to  water  them,  and  they  might  wilt  to  the 
point  where  leaves  bend  down  at  right  angles  over 
the  pot  edge.  Then  give  them  water,  and  they  will 
recover  and  forgive  you.  Drown  them  in  water, 
though,  and  they  will  forgive  you  once,  but  often 
not  twice.  Because  of  this,  any  watering  system 
that  keeps  their  feet  constantly  wet,  like  wicking, 
isn’t  recommended.  If  you  insist,  use  a  VERY 
porous  soil,  with  lots  of  perlite,  and  be  careful  to 
use  pots  not  much  larger  than  the  root  ball. 


Horticultural  Charcoal 

By  Chris  Mason 


Horticultural  charcoal  is  a  porous  organic 
matter  composed  of  carbon.  It  is  used  as  a  soil 
conditioner  to  improve  drainage.  It  provides  a 
place  for  excess  water  to  settle.  If  your  plant  is 
in  a  pot  that  does  not  have  drainage  holes, 
charcoal  may  be  beneficial  for  this  type  of 
potting.  It  buffers  the  effect  of  sporadic  watering 
and  helps  prevent  the  plant  from  damping  off. 

Horticultural  charcoal  is  in  bigger  chunks 
than  perlite,  yet  light  in  weight.  It  does  not 
break  down  as  quickly  as  bark,  nor  does  it  rot. 
While  it  does  not  purify  soil  or  water,  it  is  a 
good  medium  to  retain  moisture,  improve 
drainage,  and  loosen  up  the  mix.  It  also  reduces 
the  leaching  of  fertilizer  in  a  free-draining  soil 
as  the  charcoal’s  porous  carbon  structure 
enables  the  nutrients  to  be  held  for  slower 
release  to  the  plant.  One  grower  found  that  the 
roots  were  surrounded  by  the  charcoal. 

Research  has  shown  in  open  seed  beds, 
charcoal  facilitates  the  uptake  of  nutrients  and 


that  the  calcium  uptake  almost  doubles,  with 
significant  increase  in  potassium,  magnesium, 
and  phosphorus.  The  pH  increases  slightly,  and 
there  is  an  obvious  increase  in  organic  matter. 

Horticultural  charcoal  does  not  absorb  odor 
causing  bacteria,  ward  off  insects,  disease,  or 
enrich  or  purify  the  soil.  It  is  not  activated  so 
lacks  the  ability  to  absorb  anything,  and  by 
itself,  does  not  enrich  soil.  In  order  for  it  to 
absorb  the  compounds  responsible  for  soil  gone 
bad,  it  needs  to  be  activated  or  super  heated  to 
create  lots  of  air  pockets  to  absorb  odors.  For  a 
good  source  of  potash,  horticultural  charcoal 
must  first  be  burned,  but  then  the  charcoal  will 
lose  its  porosity  value.  Some  say  they  see  no 
difference  using  or  omitting  the  charcoal.  Others 
feel  it’s  beneficial.  Try  it  for  yourself  and  see 
what  you  think! 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Mac’s  Kup  of  Kindness 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by:  George  MacDonald 

Miniature 
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African  Violets  are  Forever  at 
“The  Once  and  Future  Violet” 

By  Rich  Follett 


It  was  clear  from  the  moment  one  walked  into 
the  Hilton  North  Raleigh  that  the  64th  Annual 
AVSA  Convention  was  going  to  be  unusual  and 
exciting.  The  sunlit  lobby  was  decorated  with 
African  violets  (of  course)  and  an  elegant  and 
undeniably  artful  copper  wire  tree  sculpted  by 
Olive  Ma  Robinson  to  reflect  the  theme  of  the 
show.  I  soon  learned  I  hadn’t  seen  anything  ... 
yet.  I  will  never  forget  my  first  eye-popping  view 
of  the  showroom  with  its  distinctive  black 
tablecloths,  life-size  copper  show  winners’  tree, 
and  bronzed  twig  class  dividers.  More  than  700 
African  violets,  other  gesneriads,  and  designs 
virtually  leapt  off  the  tables! 

There  was  an  electric  hum  in  the  air  as  people 
discussed  ever-finer  points  of  aesthetics  and 
overall  effect  upon  color,  silhouette,  etc.  Like  all 
great  art,  Olive  Ma  Robinson’s  stunning  staging 
got  us  all  talking  and  seeing  things  in  new  ways. 
In  the  end,  her  staging  was  the  defining  aspect  of 
one  of  the  most  breathtaking,  groundbreaking, 
and  unforgettable  shows  in  memory  Planning 
and  executing  such  a  beautiful  show  takes  a 
great  deal  more  than  vision,  however:  Show 
Chair  Brenda  Petry  and  Convention  Chair  Tom 
Glembocki  and  their  teams  tended  to  the  myriad 
details  with  an  artful  approach  of  their  own, 
making  sure  that  everything  was  top-notch  for 
ease  of  access  and  enjoyment. 

Without  a  doubt,  though,  the  violets  were  the 
biggest  thrill  of  all.  The  eye-popping  array  of 
more  than  700  magnificent  horticultural  and 
design  entries  against  the  elegant  black  draping 
was  as  lush  and  inviting  as  a  tropical  rain  forest. 
Everybody  went  home  satisfied  after  the  week  of 


April  1 1  -  18  at  the  Hilton  North  Raleigh,  just  as 
T.  H.  White’s  King  Arthur  with  his  round  table 
and  dreams  of  an  ideal  kingdom  has  long  been 
known  as  The  Once  and  Future  King,  “The  Once 
and  Future  Violet”  is  sure  to  live  on  in  legend  for 
generations  to  come. 

Not  all  of  the  magic  at  an  AVSA  convention  is 
on  display.  Some  of  the  most  wonderful  things 
happen  far  from  public  view.  I  have  offered  my 
‘top  three’  personal  favorite  behind-the-scenes 
moments  for  several  years  now,  and  I  am 
delighted  to  be  able  to  continue  the  tradition  for 
2010  (maybe  you  saw  them,  too): 

John  and  Doris  Brownlie,  hand  in  hand  and 
clearly  in  love,  out  for  an  early  evening  stroll  in 
front  of  the  Bahama  Breeze  restaurant.  Violets 
are  forever,  and  so  is  true  love.  Their  silhouette  in 
the  twilight  was  a  living  valentine... 

The  incredibly  detailed  and  enchanting 
“Thyme  With  Violets”  shop  made  by  Peggy 
Mooney’s  miniature  club  in  Pennsylvania  and 
donated  for  Philadelphia  201 1  Ways  and  Means. 
It  was  absolutely  breathtaking  -  a  Lilliputian 
African  violet  lover’s  paradise.  The  ‘oohs’  and 
‘aahhs’  said  it  all! 

The  sight  of  all  the  empty  tables  in  the 
Commercial  Sales  room  on  breakdown  day  - 
there  was  hardly  a  violet  left  in  the  whole  room! 
Knowing  that  our  hard-working  vendors  did  not 
have  to  carry  their  wares  home  unsold  is  a  joy 
like  no  other. 

Now  the  cycle  of  planning  and  dreaming 
begins  anew.  AVSA  2011  -  “Life,  Liberty,  and 
the  Pursuit  of  Violets”  -  is  already  generating 
excitement.  See  you  in  Philly  next  May! 
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The  Language  of  Plants 

By  Sharon  Rosenzweig 


Many  times  I  hear  people  say  that  they  have 
no  luck  with  house  plants  or  that  they  have  a 
“brown  thumb”.  Growing  plants  has  nothing  to 
do  with  luck  or  the  color  of  one’s  thumb.  It  has 
to  do  with  learning  the  language  of  plants  and 
taking  action. 

All  plants  “talk”  to  you.  They  don’t  utter 
words,  but  demonstrate  certain  body  language 
that  tells  you  if  they  are  happy  or  need  a 
change  in  growing  environment.  You  just  have 
to  learn  the  language,  listen,  and  act. 

African  violets  can  tell  you  if  they  need  water 
or  are  too  wet,  are  too  cold  or  too  hot,  need 
more  light  or  less  light,  need  to  be  rotated,  need 
to  be  fed  or  are  being  fed  too  much.  Here  is  how 
they  tell  you: 

Too  Dry  -outer  leaves  are  drooping  but  stems 
look  healthy;  top  of  soil  is  dry 

Too  Wet  -  leaves  are  drooping  and  stems 
look  glassy  and  mushy;  top  of  soil  is  wet 

Too  Cold  -leaves  bend  down  to  hug  the  pot 
and  leaf  edges  curl  under 

Too  Hot  -  plant  is  not  growing;  flowers  do 
not  open  or  are  smaller  than  usual 

Not  Enough  Light  -  leaves  are  reaching  up  to 
the  light  source;  open  leggy  growth;  no 
blossoms 

Too  Much  Light  -  leaves  looked  bleached  or 
scorched,  center  is  tight,  plant  is  very  compact 


Needs  to  be  Rotated  -  plants  grown  in 
windows  lean  in  the  direction  of  light 

Needs  Feeding  -  leaves  are  pale  in  color,  slow 
growth,  plant  not  blooming 

Too  Much  Feeding  -  new  center  growth  is 
very  tight,  leaves  show  brown  or  orange  spots 
indicating  fertilizer  burn;  orange  crust  build  up 
on  pots 

Once  you  know  what  is  bothering  your 
plants,  its  time  to  fix  the  problem (s): 

Water  issues  -  water  thoroughly  or  let  plant 
dry  out  before  watering  again;  check  for  root  rot 
and  remove  any  decaying  roots;  re-pot  in  fresh 
mix 

Temperature  issues  -  move  plants  to  higher 
shelves  if  cold  or  lower  shelves  if  hot,  move 
plants  away  from  drafts,  turn  on  lights  at  night 
instead  of  daytime 

Light  issues  -  increase  or  decrease  amount  of 
time  plants  are  under  lights,  move  plants  closer 
or  further  away  from  lights 

Lopsided  plants  -  rotate  V4  of  a  turn  every 
few  days 

Fertilizer  issues  -  feed  with  a  balanced  fertil¬ 
izer  every  time  you  water  (1/4  tsp.  fertilizer  to  a 
gallon  of  water),  leach  plants  with  plain  water 
to  remove  fertilizer  salts 

People  appreciate  good  listeners  and  so  will 
your  plants. 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  ($5.00 
for  non-members)  for  each  plant,  and  is  valid 
for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may  be 
extended  two  years  for  an  additional  $1.00 
($5.00  for  non-members).  Registration  of  the 
plant  is  $5.00  ($25.00  for  non-members) 
unless  completed  within  the  reservation 
period,  in  which  case  the  balance  is  $4.00 
($20.00  for  non-members). 

Patt  Harris  -  Santa  Clara,  CA 
‘Beauteous’  (10300)  04/03/2010  (P.  Harris)  Semi¬ 
double  pink  pansy.  Medium  green,  quilted,  scal¬ 
loped,  girl  foliage.  Standard  trailer 

***** 

George  McDonald  -  Monroe  Township,  NJ 
‘Dark  Night  of  the  Soul’  (10301)  04/08/2010  (G. 
McDonald)  Semidouble  black  ruffled  pansy/dark 
coral-red  reverse.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  ovate,  serrated.  Semiminiature 
‘Mac’s  Strawberries  and  Cream’  (10302) 
04/08/2010  (G.  McDonald)  Single  coral-red  stick- 
tite  pansy/variable  white  eye.  Medium  green, 
pointed,  serrated.  Semiminiature 

***** 

Nelly  Levine  -  Arvada,  CO 
‘Kaela’  (10303)  04/12/2010  (N.  Levine)  Single  hot 
pink  large  ruffled  star/white  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain,  heart-shaped,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 
‘Kaitlyn’  (10304)  04/12/2010  (N.  Levine)  Double 
dark  lavender-pink  frilled/white  edge.  Medium 
green,  ovate,  heart-shaped,  glossy/red  back. 
Standard 

‘Little  Trevor’  (10305)  04/12/2010  (N.  Levine) 
Semidouble-double  white  pansy/variable  blue 
marking.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
plain,  pointed,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
‘Lucky  Lane’  (10306)  04/12/2010  (N.  Levine) 
Semidouble  coral  large  frilled  star/white  edge. 
Medium  green,  ovate,  pebbled,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Natural  Charm’  (10307)  04/12/2010  (N.  Levine) 
Double  dark  pink  ruffled.  Variegated  dark  green, 
cream  and  pink,  ovate,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 


‘Natural  Rose  Gem’  (10308)  04/12/2010 
(N.  Levine)  Double  hot  pink  ruffled. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  cream, 
plain,  ovate/red  back.  Standard 
‘Natural  Touch’  (10309)  04/12/2010  (N. 
Levine)  Single  salmon  large  frilled 
star/darker  eye.  Variegated  medium  green 
and  cream,  ovate,  pointed/red  back. 
Standard 

‘Northern  Beauty’  (10310)  04/12/2010  (N.  Levine) 
Single  white  sticktite  frilled  star.  Variegated  dark 
green,  cream  and  pink,  ovate,  pointed,  quilted. 

Standard 

‘Northern  Exposure’  (10311)  04/12/2010  (N. 
Levine)  Semidouble-double  white  pansy. 
Variegated  dark  green  and  white,  ovate,  pointed, 
pebbled.  Standard 

***** 

Linda  Nesvacil  -  Wisconsin  Dells,  WI 
‘Rrav’s  Irish  Rogue’  (10312)  04/19/2010  (L. 
Nesvacil)  Single-semidouble  purple  cupped  star/dark 
green  edge.  Dark  green,  wavy,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Rrav’s  Scottish  Twilight’*  (10313)  04/19/2010  (L. 
Nesvacil)  Single  pale  lavender  frilled  pansy/white 
upper  petals.  Medium  green,  plain,  glossy,  scal¬ 
loped.  Standard 

***** 

David  Tooker  -  Middletown,  NJ 
‘Irish  Pink’  (10314)  04/24/2010  (D.  Tooker)  Single¬ 
semidouble  dark  pink  pansy.  Variegated  dark 
green,  cream,  tan  and  pink,  pointed,  ruffled,  ser¬ 
rated.  Standard 


Linda  Nesvacil  -  Wisconsin  Dells,  WI 
‘Rrav’s  Irish  Wrath’  (10315)  05/19/2010  (L. 
Nesvacil)  Double  white  ruffled  star/lavender  mot¬ 
tling,  variable  green  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
glossy,  wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘Rrav’s  Scottish  Sunset’  (10316)  05/19/2010  (L. 
Nesvacil)  Single-semidouble  purple  star/white  eye, 
variable  white  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted,  ser¬ 
rated.  Standard 
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Philadelphia  2011 
Convention  -  Specific  Awards 


We  are  already  anticipating  our  next  con¬ 
vention  in  historic  Philadelphia,  PA!  Here  is  the 
list  of  Specific  Variety  and  Collection  Awards 
donated  so  far  for  the  2011  convention  show. 
The  awards  that  we  give  are  important  because 
they  encourage  people  to  show  their  plants,  and 
they  serve  as  a  reward  for  their  hard  work.  We 
would  especially  like  to  invite  those  who  are 
members  residing  in  our  eastern  states  to  talk 
with  your  club  members  and  donate  one  or  two 
awards  for  this  convention  which  will  be  held  in 
your  area.  All  awards  will  be  listed  in  the  con¬ 
vention  book.  Many  thanks  to  those  members 
and  affiliates  who  make  our  awards  possible 
through  their  donations,  and  we  encourage  each 
of  you  to  consider  giving  an  award. 

To  be  part  of  this  convention  effort,  please 
send  your  awards  (payable  in  U.S.  funds)  to: 

Judith  Carter 

AVSA  Awards  Chair 
1825  W.  Lincoln  St. 

Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509 
Email  AVSAawards@valornet.com 
The  deadline  to  be  included  on  the  Jan/Feb 
AVM  Awards  page  is  October  15th,  2010.  Please 
include  an  email  address  or  telephone  contact. 

Specific  Variety  Awards 

Best  Emilie  Savage  -  $25  -  Linda  &  Jim  Owens 
(OH) 

Best  Everdina  -  $75  -  Hans  Inpijn  (CA) 

Best  Lilian  Jarrett  Variegated  -  $100  -  Anne 
Tinari  (NY) 

Best  Mary  D  -  $25  -  Janet  Riemer  (NJ) 

Best  Nancy  Hayes  -  $25  -  Nancy  Hayes  (CT) 

Best  The  Alps  -  $100  -  Kazuo  Horikoshi  (Tokyo, 
Japan) 

Best  Rodeo  Country  -  $75  -  Spring  Branch  AVC 
(TX) 

Best  Ozark  Sinningia  $35  -  David  Harris  (MO) 
Best  Thad’s  Episcia  -  $25  -  Thad  Scaggs  (FL) 


Amateur  Collection  Awards 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $300/coin  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $200  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $100  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

Best  Buckeye  Collection  $200  -  Pat’s  Patch/Pat 
Hancock  (OH) 

2nd  Best  Buckeye  Collection  $100  -  Pat’s 
Patch/Pat  Hancock  (OH) 

Best  Robinson  Collection  $150  -  Ralph  &  Olive 
Ma  Robinson  (NY) 

2nd  Best  Robinson  Collection  $50  -  Ralph  & 
Olive  Ma  Robinson  (NY) 

Best  Lyon’s  Greenhouse  Collection  $200  -  Paul 
Sorano  (NY) 

2nd  Best  Lyon’s  Greenhouse  Collection  $100  - 
Paul  Sorano  (NY) 

Best  Russian  Hybrid  Collection  $300  -  Vladimir 
&  Tatiana  Kalgin  (Moscow,  Russia) 

2nd  Best  Russian  Hybrid  Collection  $200  - 
Vladimir  &  Tatiana  Kalgin  (Moscow,  Russia) 
3rd  Best  Russian  Hybrid  Collection  $100  - 
Vladimir  &  Thtiana  Kalgin  (Moscow,  Russia) 

Commercial  Collections  Awards 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $300  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $200  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $100  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

This  listing  has  only  Specific  Variety  and 
Collection  Awards.  For  all  current  awards,  go  to 
AVSA.org,  click  on  National  Convention  and  then 
Awards.  A  full  awards  list  will  appear  in  the 
January /February  AVM. 

Specific  variety  awards  for  Philadelphia  closed 
June  15th,  2010.  They  are  now  being  accepted 
for  the  2012  AVSA  Convention. 
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Optimara  EverBeautifiil 

Exhibited  by:  Ken  Barbi 
Hybridized  by:  R.  Holtkamp 
Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit: Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Buckeye 

Sentimental 

Reasons 

Exhibited  by: 

Tom  Greer 

Hybridized  by: 

P.  Hancock 

Large 


Fairy 

Fountains 

Exhibited  by: 

Linda  Abplanalp 

Hybridized  by: 
P.  Tracey 
Semiminiature  Trailer 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


September  •  October  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  2 1 


African  Violet  Leaf  Propagation 

By  Neil  Lipson 

29  S.  New  Ardmore  Ave.  •  Broomall,  PA  19008 


When  my  friend  Dr.  Mason 

asked  me  how  to  propagate  African  violets  from 
leaves,  I  realized  that  a  lot  of  people  really  need 
to  know  the  technique.  There’s  a  lot  more  than 
just  putting  the  leaf  in  water  or  a  starting 
medium.  Here’s  what  works  for  me. 

First,  I  never  use  water.  Yes,  I  know  that  a  lot 
of  people  do  this,  but  it  really  is  not  the  best  way. 
What  I  do  is  take  a  middle  leaf  from  the  plant,  not 
a  very  old  one,  and  cut  the  stem  so  there  is  about 
1  to  2  inches  of  stem  left.  Older  leaves  will  not 
produce  babies.  Cut  the  stem  at  a  45  degree  angle 
with  the  bevel  facing  upwards.  To  cut  the  stem,  I 
use  a  scalpel,  either  a  number  10  or  20  blade, 
which  are  easy  to  find.  If  the  plant  is  variegated, 
choose  a  leaf  that  has  more  green  than  white. 

I  then  take  the  stem  and  put  it  into  a  cup  of 
water  with  one  drop  of  Superthrive,  leaving  it 
there  for  30  minutes.  Use  separate  cups  for  each 
leaf,  as  you  can  spread  the  INVS  if  two  leaves  are 
in  the  same  cup.  Superthrive  is  a  rooting 
hormone,  which  if  used  in  moderation,  will  do 
wonders.  For  watering,  use  one  drop  per  gallon, 
and  not  more  than  once  a  month.  Now,  I  could 
write  a  whole  article  on  Superthrive,  but  that’s 
for  another  time.  I  will  say  that  if  one  drop 
works,  don’t  think  two  drops  will  be  twice  as 
good.  It  won’t.  I  know  many  people  that  use  it, 
but  moderation  is  the  key. 

Next,  take  the  leaf  and  put  it  in  moist,  but  not 
soaking  wet,  sphagnum  moss.  If  mold  starts  to 
grow  on  the  sphagnum,  you  have  way  too  much 
water,  and  the  leaf  will  rot.  Sphagnum  moss  is 
antiviral  and  antibacterial,  and  can  substantially 
increase  the  chance  the  leaf  will  grow  without 
problems.  The  tip  of  the  stem  should  be  slightly 
covered,  not  buried,  to  get  the  best  results.  Do 
not  use  rooting  powders  as  they  will  not 
accelerate  the  process. 

Now,  this  part  is  important.  Clean  the  scalpel 
with  alcohol  before  doing  another  leaf.  Why? 


Because  you  can  spread  the  INSV  virus  this  way 
The  virus  can  be  spread  by  infected  plant  juices 
getting  into  another  plant.  Thrips  are  not  the  only 
way  to  spread  this  virus!  Even  better  is  to  use 
betadine  as  a  cold  sterilization.  Have  a  few 
scalpels,  and  when  you  use  one,  drop  it  in  the 
betadine  solution,  and  pick  another  one  to  allow 
the  betadine  to  work.  Clean  off  any  betadine 
solution  from  the  scalpel  before  using  it  on  the  leaf. 

Once  the  leaf  is  done,  and  is  covered,  it  can 
take  8-12  weeks  before  you  start  getting  babies. 
By  using  Superthrive,  this  process  may  be 
speeded  up.  When  there  are  babies  on  the  stem, 
cut  off  the  top  part  of  the  leaf  to  force  the  plant 
energy  into  the  babies,  instead  of  the  mother 
leaf.  Some  people  will  trim  the  top  part  of  the 
leaf  before  planting,  so  this  is  a  matter  of 
personal  taste.  (Occasionally,  the  leaf  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow,  sometimes  to  a  very  large  size, 
which  is  interesting.) 

I  usually  wait  at  least  Tour  months,  until  the 
plantlets  have  grown,  before  I  remove  them.  You 
can  separate  plantlets  from  the  leaf  and  let  it 
continue  to  produce  more  plantlets.  Or,  take  the 
ones  you  remove  and  put  them  either  into  their 
own  sphagnum  moss  or  regular  African  violet 
mix.  Be  sure  to  place  a  small  clear  cup  over  them 
until  they  root  on  their  own.  Keep  the  soil  moist, 
but  not  too  wet,  with  the  cup  or  dome  over  it, 
and  you’re  on  your  way. 

I  want  to  thank  all  of  the  wonderful  members 
of  the  Springfield,  PA,  AVSA  club  for  their  help 
and  assistance  in  my  research.  Thanks  also  to 
Tea  from  teazviolets@aol.com. 

Please  contact  me  with  your  leaf  questions  and 
comments,  as  I  welcome  them  for  future  articles. 

Ned  Lipson  is  a  full  time  computer  consul¬ 
tant.  He  can  be  reached  by  emailing  him  at 
Lipson@att.net.  By  phone,  610-356-6183  (after 
lpm  Eastern  time,  and  he  will  return  your  call. 
Or,  by  mail  at  the  above  address. 
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Sometimes,  Laughter  is  the 

Best  Medicine 

By  Sue  Hoffmann 


It  all  started  quite  innocently  -  our  quest:  grow 
next  year’s  Best  in  Show  African  violet.  You 
know,  there  is  always  underlying  competition 
among  the  “serious  growers”  in  every  club. 

For  several  years,  I’d  admired  Carols  Van’s 
steering  wheel-sized  standards,  while  she  won¬ 
dered  how  my  trailers  grew  so  large.  She  and  I 
talked  about  our  African  violet  culture:  our 
growing  areas,  the  amount  and  type  of  light  we 
used,  our  fertilizers,  and  methods  of  watering.  At 
almost  the  same  time,  the  idea  was  born:  Create 
the  PERFECT  POTTING  MIX.  What  a  simple 
answer. 

To  this  point,  I’d  only  used  Peat  Moss, 
Vermiculite,  and  Perlite.  There  must  be  something 
better  than  that  simple  mix.  I  began  to  read 
everything  available  and  found  it  fascinating. 
There  were  all  sorts  of  neat  sounding  things  I’d 
never  heard  about:  worm  castings,  diatomaceous 
earth,  dried  blood,  Superphosphate,  Rich  Earth, 
bat  guano,  Iron,  greensand,  gypsum,  bone  meal. 
This  was  not  only  interesting,  but  fun! 

My  mission  became  finding  all  these  ingredi¬ 
ents.  I  traveled  near  and  far,  visiting  most  of  the 
nurseries  in  a  forty  mile  radius  from  my  house. 

Nitrogen,  Phosphorous,  and  Potassium  /Potash 
are  the  three  numbers  listed  on  fertilizer.  Nitrogen 
produces  lush  green  foliage  and  strong  stems, 
Phosphorous  creates  blossoms  and  aids  in  root 
growth.  Potassium  contributes  to  overall  plant 
health.  Most  ingredients  I  added  to  my  mix 
increased  at  least  one  of  these  elements. 

Nitrogen  (N):  dried  blood,  bat  guano,  worm 
castings 

Phosphorous  (P) :  bone  meal,  Superphosphate 

Potassium/  Potash  (K):  wood  ash,  greensand 

I  was  amazed!  The  results  appeared  quickly. 
My  foliage  was  greener,  and  buds  started  pop¬ 
ping.  I’d  added  a  little  of  this  and  a  little  of  that  to 
different  batches  of  my  potting  mix.  Of  course, 
with  this  “success,”  I  had  to  spread  the  word  at 


our  next  meeting.  In  return,  I  heard  about  Carol’s 
“new  mix,”  and  her  equally  gorgeous  plants.  Oh 
boy!  The  battle  was  on. 

I  began  reading  about  pH,  fertilizers,  humidity, 
light  meters,  temperature.  You  know,  there’s  a  lot 
to  be  considered  when  growing  “perfect  plants.” 
The  foliage  was  so  sturdy  and  green,  but  one  day 
I  was  grooming  a  plant  and  the  leaves  appeared 
a  bit  furry  in  the  crown.  “Oh  no,  mites!”  I 
thought,  as  1  whisked  the  plant  off  to  our  County 
Agriculture  Center  to  be  examined.  Thankfully,  it 
wasn’t  mites;  however,  while  working  with  the 
plant,  several  leaves  were  broken.  I  was  upset 
that  the  agent  had  been  so  rough  with  my  plant 
but  reasoned,  “Oh  well,  Tve  got  plenty  of  other 
plants.”  As  the  days  went  by,  my  leaves  grew 
darker,  even  more  furry  and...  extremely  brittle. 
“What’s  happening?”  I  wondered. 

At  the  next  meeting,  Carol  was  quieter  than 
usual.  She  finally  said,  “Well,  I  guess  you  win.  I 
think  I  have  mites.”  She  then  described  the 
furry  centers  on  her  nice  dark  green  plants. 
“And  you  know,  my  leaves  seem  stiff,  almost 
brittle.” 

What  started  as  an  innocent  contest  for  the 
perfect  potting  mix  ended  with  furry,  brittle  plants 
and  the  gained  knowledge  that  sometimes,  the 
basics  are  just  fine.  We  learned  to  try  everything 
in  moderation  -  make  changes  a  little  at  a  time. 
Our  friendship  not  only  survived  but  grew 
through  this  ordeal.  We  did  not  have  the  winning 
plants  that  year,  but  we  learned  that  laughter  is 
sometimes  the  best  medicine! 

(Carol  Van  is  AVSA’s  2010  Hudson  Memorial 
Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership.  She  has  been 
growing  African  violets  for  over  forty  years. 
Although  this  happened  many  years  ago,  we  still 
laugh  about  it  today.) 

From  the  Dixie  News, 
Publication  of  the  Dixie  AVS 
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A  Family  Portrait  101  Oak  Heights  Drive  •  Oakdale,  PA  15071 

By  Georgene  Albrecht  Email:  georgena@verizon.net 


Our  feature  is  Episcia  ‘Unpredictable 
Valley’  (eh-PISH-ee-ah)  grown  by 
Penny  Wickman.  This  is  not  an  easy 
plant  to  grow  because  it  requires  high 
humidity,  little  fertilizer,  and  bright 
light  -  terrarium  culture  is  welcome. 
The  last  few  years,  my  pink  foliage 
episcias  have  not  been  doing  well, 
mostly  because  I  tend  to  fertilize  them 
too  much.  They  also  like  rain  water 
instead  of  my  tap  water.  Basic  Cornell 


Episcia  ‘ Unpredictable  Valley ’ 


soil  mix  was  cut  fifty-percent  with  perlite  and 
vermiculite,  and  they  still  became  over- fertilized. 
Perhaps  we  could  talk  Penny  into  writing  an 
article  about  her  cultivation  of  this  beautiful  plant 
that  sometimes  looks  very  washed-out.  Hers  is 
colorful  and  vibrant. 


Streptocarpus  ‘Silvia’ 


Mel  Grice  grew  this  Streptocarpus  ‘Silvia’ 
(strep-tow-CAR-pus)  for  the  Ohio  State  show. 
What  a  color  combination!  The  most  asked 
question  about  Streps  seems  to  focus  on  the 


browning  of  new  growth  near  the 
soil.  In  my  experience,  the  plant 
needs  some  fresh  soil,  and  all  but  the 
three  newest  leaves  need  to  be 
removed.  Only  new  foliage  can  pro¬ 
duce  blooms.  Healthy  new  growth 
will  start  if  you  remove  the  brown 
areas  and  wrap  some  damp  sphag¬ 
num  moss  around  the  base  of  the 
plant.  This  usually  causes  the  rot  to 
stop.  David  Thompson  once  told  us 
that  removing  old  leaves  is  a  must  because  it 


Petrocosmea  sericia 


forces  new  growth.  Old  leaves  that  have  stopped 
producing  blooms  are  done  and  will  never  do 
anything  again. 

This  lovely  Petrocosmea  sericia 
(pet-roe-KOS-mee-ah)  was  grown  by  Nancy 
Carr.  These  small  gesneriads  continue  to  be 
extremely  popular  and  easy  to  grow.  The  only 
thing  that  seems  to  harm  them  is  overwatering. 
They  are  almost  like  succulents  that  do  not 
require  a  lot  of  moisture  but  need  medium,  bright 
light.  Mine  seem  to  always  resent  being  repotted 
and  sulk  for  months.  I  just  let  them  stay  in  the 
same  small  pot  for  ages.  Over-potting  is  sure  to 
hold  too  much  moisture  and  cause  root  rot. 

Achimenes 

Miriam  Green  sends  a  source  for  Achimenes 
(ah-KIH-meh-neez)  rhizomes.  Look  at 
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www.BrentandBecky’sbulbs.com  or  phone 
877.661 .2852.  This  is  a  reliable  source,  and 
usually  has  several  varieties.  Also,  my  order  from 
McClure  and  Zimmerman  was  sent  in  perfect 
condition  the  exact  time  the  weather  turned 
warm.  Do  not  have  these  shipped  in  the  cold. 
April  or  May  here  in  the  northeast  is  best.  They 
offer  seven  varieties.  Fall  is  the  wrong  time  to 
order  rhizomes;  please  expect  to  see  them  in 
spring  catalogs.  Lauray  of  Salisbury,  432 
Undermountain  Rd.,  Salisbury,  CN  06068  also 
sells  rhizomes.  Phone  860.435.2263  or  go  to 
www.lauray.com.  Owner  Judy  Becker  is  always 
very  accurate  and  dependable.  She  also  has  other 
gesneriads,  orchids,  begonias,  etc. 

Convention  2010 

Raleigh,  NC  was  delightfully  in  bloom  with 
azaleas,  wisteria,  and  dogwood.  The  show  was 
just  great.  My  next  column  will  feature  the  best 
gesneriad  grown  by  my  friend  Libby.  The  top 


three  plants  were  astounding,  and  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  be  seated  with  Tom  Greer  from 
Atlanta  who  grew  fabulous  plants,  including  the 
Best  of  Show,  extremely  well  for  a  first-time 
exhibitor. 

It  was  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  winning 
plants  were  hybridized  by  amateurs.  That  goes  to 
prove  that  luck  is  with  those  who  make  intelligent 
tries  at  producing  good  varieties  whether  they  are 
amateur  or  commercial  hybridizers.  These  fabu¬ 
lous  plants  will  be  appearing  in  AVM  for  sure.  The 
best  African  violet  in  the  show  was  Saintpaulia 
Uucien  Croteau’  hybridized  by  Denis  Croteau,  the 
second  best  was  a  trailer,  ‘Jersey  Girl,’  hybridized 
by  Bob  Kruzenski,  and  5.  ‘Buckeye  Sentimental 
Reasons’  hybridized  by  Pat  Hancock,  was  the 
third. 

Next  year  our  convention  is  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  following  one  in  Michigan.  I  can  hardly 
wait.  Few  experiences  are  as  thrilling  to  me  as 
walking  through  that  show  room  door. 


Membership  Application 

Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by _ Mem.  # _ 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  www.avsa.org  Date _ 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine. 


□  Individual  Membership  USA  ($30.00) 

□  Associate  Member  USA  ($  15.00-no  magazine)  □ 
(Must  reside  at  same  address  as  a  person 

having  any  other  Class  of  membership 

□  International  Individual,  Canada  ($35.00) 

□  International  Associate,  Canada  ($17.50) 

□  International  Individual,  other  than  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  International  Associate,  other  than  Canada  ($20.00) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($60.00) 

□  Commercial  Canada  ($65.00) 

□  Commercial  International,  other  than  Canada  ($70.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  including  local,  state,  regional,  and 
Judge’s  Councils,  USA  ($35.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter  International, 
other  than  Canada  ($45.00) 

□  Library  ($30.00) 

□  Life  Member  USA  ($1,000.00) 

□  Life  Member  International  ($1,500.00) 


New  Member  □  Renewal  Mem  # _ 

(Please  type  or  print) 

Name _ 
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City _ 
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Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS:  please  remit  in  US$ 


with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  International  Postal 
money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 

VISA  /  MC  accepted  Card  # _ Exp.  Date _ 

Security  Code _ Signature _ 

E-mail  Address _ _ 
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AVSA  Affiliates 


Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 
645  Hudson  Avenue  •  T&mpa,  FL  33606-3926 
Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


WHO  WAS  BOYCE  EDENS? 


Boyce  Edens  was  instrumental  in  establishing 
the  African  Violet  Society  of  America  and  was  the 
first  AVSA  Treasurer  elected.  He  served  as  trea¬ 
surer  until  his  death  on  December  2,  1952. 

Mr.  Edens  had  a  keen  interest  in  research,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  first  contributors  to  the  first 
AVSA  scientific  research  project. 

The  establishment  of  the  Boyce  Edens 
Research  Fund,  as  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Edens,  was 
suggested  by  the  Research  Committee  and 
adopted  at  the  Nashville,  Tennessee  convention  in 
1953. 

The  current  chairman  of  the  Boyce  Edens 
Research  Fund  (BERF)  is  Dr.  Jeffrey  Smith.  That 
name  is  so  familiar  to  us  because  he  is  the  African 
Violet  Magazine  columnist  who  authors  the  “In 
Search  of  New  Violets”  column.  Jeff  started 
in  the  capacity  of  research  chairman  y 
following  Frank  Tnari,  and  has  served 
as  the  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 
chairman  for  the  past  several  years. 

Among  others  serving  on  the  research 
committee  are  Dr.  Richard  Nicholas,  Dr. 

Elmer  Godeny,  and  Pat  Sutton.  Marlene 
Buck,  Chairman  and  Margaret  Cass,  Vice 
Chairman  make  sure  our  donations  are  noted. 

I  spoke  recently  to  Dr.  Smith.  It  is  my 
understanding  that  research  proposals  that  come 
to  the  Research  Committee  are  evaluated  for 
funding.  If  the  Research  Committee  recommends 
a  proposal  for  funding  and  the  AVSA  Board  of 
Directors  concurs,  the  project  is  then  funded 
through  BERF. 

The  activity  of  the  Research  Committee  varies 
from  year  to  year  depending  on  the  number  of 
proposals  received  for  evaluation.  Some  years,  the 
committee  receives  three  to  five  proposals,  and 
other  years  only  one  or  two.  The  committee 
maintains  an  “ad”  on  one  of  the  Science  research 
websites  advertising  a  call  for  proposals. 


Generally,  however,  the  research  committee 
receives  inquiries  by  word  of  mouth  or  by  direct 
solicitation. 

Two  of  the  problems  emerging  over  the  last 
few  years  are  as  follows: 

Proposals  that  have  large  dollar  requests,  more 
than  the  BERF  can  fund.  Sometimes  the  fund  can 
offer  partial  funding. 

Proposals  that  are  conservation  projects  and 
not  research  projects. 

The  later  problem  has  occurred  several  times  in 

the  past  two  years,  and  Dr.  Smith  said  that  it  is 

sometimes  hard  to  decide  if  a  project  is  “research” 

and  eligible  for  funding,  or  “conservation”  and 

not  eligible  as  defined  under  the  procedures  of  the 

BERF.  Dr.  Smith  gave  as  an  example  a  project 

that  wishes  to  survey  a  native  habitat  in 

Tanzania  or  Kenya  for  the  presence  of 

African  violets  and  to  document  the 

species/clones  found.  These  were 
* 

considered  “research”  and  thus  eligible 
for  BERF  funding.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  project  that  wishes  to  buy  the  land  to 
preserve  the  plants  or  to  teach  the  locals 
how  to  promote  eco-tourism  is  “conserva¬ 
tion”  and  therefore  ineligible. 

The  most  recent  proposal  that  was  funded  was 
a  request  from  Ronn  Nadeau  for  a  project  on 
factors  affecting  African  violet  seed  germination. 
One  article  on  this  research  has  already  been 
published  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine  and 
another  may  be  forthcoming. 

Dr.  Smith  has  recently  been  in  communication 
with  Dr.  Dino  Martin,  from  Harvard  University  , 
about  publishing  some  of  his  past  research  on  the 
pollination  of  Saintpaulia  ‘teitensis’  in  the  African 
Violet  Magazine.  Although  this  research  w^as  not 
funded  by  the  BERF,  it  has  established  a  line  of 
communication  between  Dr.  Martin  and  AVSA  for 
the  possibility  of  future  projects. 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger 

2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  March  16,  2010  -  May  1,  2010 


Multicolor 

African  Violet  Club  of  Morris  County, 

New  jersey 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s fee/Bill  Price  [for 
his  wonderful  program  on  trailers) 
For  the  Office  Computer  Fund 
Terry  F.  Klemesrud,  Champlin,  MN 
For  the  Office  Computer  Fund 
Nichols  Garden  Club,  Trumbull,  CT 
In  lieu  of  fee for  Edna  Rourke, 

“ Who  helped  them  out.  ” 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society,  WI 

For  the  Website  Improvement  Fund 
Richmond  African  Violet  Society,  VA 
Andrea  Worrel,  Downers  Grove,  IL 


Evelyn  J.  Boyer,  Austin,  TX 
Creative  Study,  Cornelia,  GA 
In  honor  of  Johnnie  Pearl  Deny 
Ruth  and  Will  Loomis,  Flagstaff,  AZ 
For  the  Office  Computer  Fund 
Carol  Semrau,  Anoka,  MN 


Central  Jersey  African  Violet  Society,  NJ 
In  lieu  of  Judges'  expenses 
Enid  Branson,  Lee  Gugliada, 

Bob  Kursynski,  Heather  Menzel; 
Marianne  Gershon,  For  the  Website 
Improvement  Fund 
Susan  E.  Arnao,  Laurel  W.  Brown, 
Fred  Hill,  Sue  Hanna, 

For  the  Office  Computer  Fund 
Fistana  African  Violet  Society,  CA 
In  memory  of  Hairy  Stevenson,  long 
time  member  of  Tustana  AVS 
John  B.  Warren,  Newburgh,  NY 
Wayne  Washtenaw  African  Violet  Club, 
Ann  Arbor,  MI 


Thumbprint 

Doris  R.  Acree,  Granbury,  TX 
Carol  Allegretti,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
Mrs.  Grace  W.  Bailey,  Richmond,  VA 
African  Violet  Club  of  Morris  County,  NJ 
In  lieu  of  Judge’s  expenses/Susan 
Fraley  and  Dorothy  Raymond 
Virginia  Barthelemy,  Thmpa,  FL 


Lorene  A.  Connel,  Bennett,  CO 
Jill  G.  Fischer,  Berkeley  Heights,  NJ 
Victoria  Frey,  Old  Bridge,  NJ 
Gail  Graf,  Bloomington,  MN 
Judith  Hess,  Greendale,  WI 
Stephanie  Jeffery,  Germantown,  MD 
Pam  Kopec,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Norma  Kunzel,  Calgary,  Canada 
Nelly  Levine,  Arvada,  CO 
Robert  McMeel,  Houma,  LA 
Metropolitan  St.  Louis  African  Violet 
Council,  MO 

Hilda  Prince,  New  York,  NY 
Tom  Saiers,  Gunnison,  CO 
Susan  Sobel,  Louisville,  KY 
Elizabeth  Tan,  Princeton,  NJ 
Judy  Walton,  Allen  Park,  MI 
Teri  Watkins,  Clovis,  CA 


Website  Improvement  Fund:  $55.00 
Office  Computer  Fund:  $245.00 

TOTAL  CONTRIBUTIONS:  $837.00 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 
35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 
16  March  2010  to  30  May  2010 


Thumbprint 

Blanche  Elbourne 
Doris  Sundermeier 
Charles  Hart 
Teri  Watkins 
Carol  Alegretti 
Grace  Acree 
Robert  McMeel 
Frank  Barthel 
Victoria  Hartmann 
Judith  Hess 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AVC 
Ralph  0.  Ouaintance 
Joan  W.  Silson 
Geneva  Stagg 


Adelene  Randle 
Mrs.  Edward  Buschke 
Lois  Szostak 
Stephanie  Jeffery 
Gail  Graf 

Virginia  Barthelemy 
Judy  Walton 
Irina  Tsybulski 
Cynthia  Crater 
Florence  Collins 
Thomas  Wheeler 
Hilda  Prince 


Two-tone 

Dolores  Gibbs 

In  memory  of  Richard  Kantz 
Karyn  Cichocki 

In  lieu  of  speaker  fee 
Evelyn  Boyer 
John  Warren 

Northern  California  Council  of  AVS 


Geneva 

Silvermine  AVS/CT 
Club  disbanding 

TOTALS  $471.00 
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1920’s  •  (8.J.  Ofime 


21st  Century  •  (B.J.  Ofime 
1930  's  •  Mef  Cf  rice 
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1 990 ’s  •  Jane  Rexitius 


OCJTd  •  CB.  J.  Ofime 


JAd Jistra  •  JVancy  VeseC^e 


September  •  October  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  29 


3610  Gray  Drive  •  Mesquite,  TX  75150 
Email:  lbpfoster@sbcglobal.net 


Shows  and  Judges 

Bill  Foster,  Shows  and  Judges  Committee 


What  a  great  convention!  Tom 
Glembocki  and  Brenda  Petry  and  their 
committees  did  a  great  job.  The  show 
was  beautiful  and  commercial  sales 
had  a  lot  to  offer. 

While  meeting,  the  Shows  &  Judges 
Committee  discussed  that  we  are 
getting  more  and  more  requests  from 
judges  to  extend  their  certificates.  We 
realize  that  there  are  fewer  schools,  and  it  is  often 
impossible  to  travel  long  distances  to  attend  a 
school  to  renew  a  certificate.  However,  more  and 
more  of  the  requests  for  extensions  come  from 
judges  that  lack  their  required  blue  ribbons.  The 
rules  in  the  Handbook  state  that  student  judges 
must  grow  twenty-five  African  violets  of  different 
varieties.  Advanced  judges  must  do  the  same. 
Senior  judges  must  grow  fifty  different  varieties. 
The  committee  feels  that  anyone  growing  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  varieties  of  African  violets 
should  be  able  to  earn  three  blue  ribbons  in  three 
years.  The  committee  has  decided  that,  beginning 
now,  no  more  than  two  extensions  will  be  given 
due  to  lack  of  blue  ribbons.  You  may  still  attend  a 
school  without  the  required  blue  ribbons,  but 
your  certificates  will  be  held  until  you  send  proof 
of  earning  three  blue  ribbons. 

The  Judges’  Breakfast,  as  usual,  was  an 
interesting  and  lively  meeting.  Many  of  the  same 
questions  come  up  every  year.  One  of  the 
questions  that  always  comes  up  at  the 
convention  breakfast  is  how  Best-in-Show  is 
chosen.  We  always  state  that  guidelines  are  in 
the  Handbook.  We  then  state  that  the  Best-in- 
Show  goes  to  the  highest  scoring  African  violet  in 
the  show.  This  award  is  NEVER  supposed  to 
be  voted  on!  However,  after  many  shows,  letters 
are  received  stating  that  the  judges  voted  to 
determine  this  award.  Some  of  these  letters  are 
from  judges  that  were  actually  on  the  panel  that 
voted  and  often  give  names  of  the  judges  that  felt 
this  was  the  way  to  handle  this  duty.  Often, 


letters  are  received  stating  that  the 
highest  scoring  plant  was  not 
awarded  Best-in-Show.  The  only 
thing  1  can  figure  is  that  some  judges 
do  not  know  the  rules,  can’t  read,  or 
just  assume  the  rules  were  not  meant 
for  them. 

The  Shows  &  Judges  Committee 
can’t  control  this.  However,  the 
affiliate  club  can.  The  advice  to  them  is,  if  they 
feel  their  judges  did  not  follow  the  rules,  don’t 
invite  them  back  to  judge. 

Q.  When  judging  /  sometimes  hear  a  judge 
say,  “This  plant  may  be  better  ail  over,  but  this 
one  has  prettier  and  fancier  blooms.  I  don ’t  like 
plain  colored  blooms.  ” 

A.  “I  DON’T  LIKE”  should  never  be  used 
when  judging,  and  blossom  color  does  earn 
extra  points. 

0.  Should  all  collection  sheets  be  signed  by 

the  judges  even  though  only  two  receive 

* 

awards? 

A.  Yes,  all  sheets  must  be  signed.  Judges 
sometimes  make  a  mistake  in  addition,  and  an 
award  must  be  reassigned. 

Q,  If  an  exhibitor  uses  a  trailer  in  a 
container  garden  and  it  doesn’t  have  three 
crowns,  are  points  deducted? 

A.  No.  This  is  an  area  where  an  African  violet 
does  not  have  to  meet  the  same  specifications  as 
those  in  horticulture.  As  long  as  a  container 
garden  has  at  least  one  blooming  African  violet, 
it  conforms  to  the  rules  for  this  class. 

Q .  Must  an  African  violet  used  in  a 
container  garden  have  a  name? 

A.  No.  List  the  name  if  possible,  but  many 
use  a  seedling  or  unnamed  hybrid. 

Q.  What  is  the  difference  in  a  design  and  a 
container  garden  ? 

A.  A  design  has  a  theme  to  be  interpreted 
and  the  African  violet  must  be  the  focal  point.  A 
container  garden  is  a  miniature  landscape.  Some 
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schedules  list  themes  for  them,  but  no  points 
are  given  for  interpretation  of  a  theme. 

There  was  a  question  from  the  floor  concern¬ 
ing  new  foliage,  such  as  the  bustle-back  foliage, 
and  the  possibility  of  having  a  special  class  for 
plants  with  this  type  foliage.  This  type  of  foliage 
has  been  around  for  many  years,  but  there  has 
been  a  renewed  interest  since  the  Senk  hybrids 
have  emerged. 

A  special  class  can  be  included  in  the  schedule 
for  these  plants.  However,  they  will  be  judged  by 
the  same  scale  of  points  that  the  other  plants  are 
judged  by. 

We  intended  for  all  the  corrections  to  be  on 
the  correction  hand-out  sheets  that  were  avail¬ 


able  at  the  convention.  However,  the  correc¬ 
tion  on  page  39,  stating  that  a  plant  listed 
as  “variable”  would  be  placed  in  the  class 
that  matched  its  blossom,  was  omitted.  Be 
sure  that  you  go  to  the  September  2009  column 
and  make  the  correction  in  your  Handbook.  Also, 
Leonard  Re  found  a  couple  of  typos  when  work¬ 
ing  on  his  renewal  senior  exam.  On  page  66, 
under  Petrocosmea ,  5th  line,  sentence  start¬ 
ing  with  “Others. .,”4th  word  should  be 
“the”  rather  than  “he”.  Page  71,  under 
Rules...  #2,  2nd  to  last  word,  change  “oher” 
to  “other”. 

More  questions  will  be  discussed  next  time. 
Good  luck  with  your  fall  shows. 


Congratulations  to  the  following  members  who 
will  become  MASTER  JUDGES  in  October  2010: 

Donalda  “Donna”  Ferguson,  Alabama,  Ruth  Loomis,  Arizona, 
Barbara  Goodsell,  Illinois,  Sharon  Johnson,  Minnesota,  Doris  Carson, 
Missouri,  John  Nabors,  Texas,  and  Joyce  Stenger,  Texas. 


Getting  African  Violets  Into  4-H 

By  Kathy  Bell 

Membership  and  Promotion  Chair 


At  the  convention,  Pat  Hancock  had  a  great 
idea  to  get  young  people  involved  in  growing! 
4-H,  of  course!  I  visited  the  4-H  website  to  find 
what  we  need  to  do  to  get  involved.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  from  the  site: 

“4-H  is  the  largest  out-of-school  youth 
organization  in  the  United  States ,  with  over  7 
million  youth  members.  There  is  Cooperative 
Extension  staff  responsible  for  4-H  programs 
in  every  county  and  city  -  so  there’s  probably  a 
4-H  program  near  you.  Whether  you  live  in  a 
city ;  suburb ,  or  rural  area,  there’s  something 
for  you  in  4-H. 

In  most  states,  you  can  join  4-H  f  you  are 
between  the  ages  of  8-18.  Some  areas  have 
special  age-appropriate  programs  designed 


especially  for  younger  kids.  Check  with  your 
Cooperative  Extension  office  to  find  out  what 
projects  and  activities  are  available.  ” 

The  African  violet  program  you  come  up 
with  could  entail  whatever  your  club  is  willing 
to  do,  such  as  having  the  children  start  leaves 
and  grow  the  babies  into  plants.  Would  your 
club  be  interested  in  introducing  children  to  the 
world  of  African  violets?  Remember,  if  you  get 
the  children  involved,  there  is  a  good  chance 
their  parents  might  get  involved  too. 

State  4-H  Programs 

Find  your  local  or  county  4-H  offices  and 
sites  by  viewing  the  map  and  clicking  on  your 
state .  http://4-h.org/getinvolved/volunteer. html 
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Novice  sinningia  growers  often  wonder  how 
deep  to  bury  the  tubers  when  repotting  or  when 
they  have  been  given  a  new  plant  as  a  tuber.  As 
with  any  plant  group,  there  are  always  a  few 
varieties  where  details  such  as  tuber  depth  may 
be  important,  but  in  my  experience,  this  is  not  all 
that  critical  with  most  common  sinningias. 

The  perfect  solution  would  be  to  plant  the 
tubers  at  the  same  depth  as  that  particular 
species  would  grow  at  in  the  wild.  Of  course,  that 
is  not  information  that  is  easily  available.  In 
nature,  sinningias  are  found  in  a  variety  of 
locations  within  their  main  range  of  Brazil. 

Those  plants  growing  in  shady  areas  or  semi¬ 


shade  might  have  their  tubers  exposed.  The 
majority  of  species  that  grow  in  open  areas  where 
they  would  get  a  lot  of  hot  direct  sun,  would 
generally  have  their  tubers  buried  deeper  in  the 
ground. 

Probably  more  important  to  plant  health  is 
that  your  soil  mix  be  light  and  airy  for  good 
drainage,  while  still  maintaining  good  moisture 
levels.  Soggy  potting  mixes  can  rot  a  tuber, 
especially  if  it  is  dormant.  This  is  more  important 
than  whether  your  tuber  is  at  the  surface  or  a 
little  below  the  surface.  Indoors,  we  don’t  face  the 
same  extremes  of  sunlight. 

As  with  any  aspect  of  gesneriad  culture, 


Interesting ,  exposed  sinningia  tubers  are  now  often  seen  on 
display  at  many  gesneriad  shows. 
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success  can  often  be  achieved  in  a  number  of 
different  ways.  If  you  are  having  good  luck  with 
your  plants,  you  don’t  need  to  change  just 
because  someone  else  said,  “This  is  how  you 
should  do  it”. 

I  will  position  tubers  of  the  miniature 
sinningias  and  mid-sized  sinningias  (such  as 
eumorpha-types)  at  a  point  just  below  the 
potting  mix  surface,  and  that  has  worked  well  for 
my  growing  conditions.  A  tuber  that  is  planted 
quite  deep  in  a  pot  will  sometimes  grow  another 
tuber  on  top  of  the  first.  You  can  get  tubers  that 
are  stacked  three  or  more  high  (as  seen  in  the 
photo  to  the  right).  Apparently,  I  don’t  always 
follow  my  own  guidelines! 

I  have  had  large  sinningias,  with  large  tubers 
the  size  of  a  cantaloupe  melon,  have  their  tubers 
grow  up  and  out  of  the  top  of  their  pots  that 
were  placed  outdoors  in  the  summer.  There  were 
no  ill  effects  of  this,  other  than  a  couple  times 
squirrels  did  a  little  taste  test  of  the  tubers  that 
were  now  well  exposed. 

Tubers  are  storage  organs  that  the  sinningias 
use  to  allow  them  to  survive  the  dry  seasons 
when  they  go  dormant.  It  is  possible  to  lose  a 
portion  of  the  tuber  through  squirrel  or  other 
damage  and  still  have  it  survive. 

So,  it’s  not  really  a  bad  thing  if  your  sinningia 
tubers  start  exposing  themselves;  for  some  it  just 
comes  naturally! 


A  sinningia  tuber  has  enough  energy  stored 
in  it,  that  a  tuber  left  unplanted  can  sprout 
and  even  flower...  Although  it  may  do  to  a 
smaller  size  than  it  would  normally  grow  to. 


When  repotting  sininngias,  I  temporarily 
store  extra  tubers  on  matting  that  is  kept 
moist.  If  the  moisture  is  maintained,  they  can 
remain  this  way  until  they  start  to  sprout. 


Sinningia  piresiana  is  an  attractive 
species  with  unique  red  streaks  on  the 
flower  tubes.  For  me,  this  plant  has  a 
habit  of  its  tubers  growing  up  and  above 
the  surface  of  the  potting  mix. 
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Small  Talk 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 

The  convention  in  Raleigh,  NC  had 
many  delights  in  the  amateur 
horticulture  division  and  also  in  the 
commercial  division.  First  of  all,  the 
best  African  violet  in  the  commercial 
division  went  to  The  Violet  Barn, 

Ralph  Robinson  from  Naples,  NY 
with  ‘Rob’s  Chilly  Willy’.  This  is  an 
adorable  miniature  plant  with  double 
silver-white  star  blossoms  that  have 
medium  blue  overlay,  edge.  The  foliage 
is  crown  variegated  medium  green  and  white. 

The  best  AVSA  collection  of  minia¬ 
tures/semiminiatures  also  went  to  The  Violet 
Barn.  The  semi  miniatures  ‘Rob’s  Combustible 
Pigeon’,  ‘Rob’s  Fuddy  Buddy’  and  ‘Rob’s  Calypso 
Beat’  made  a  nice  trio.  ‘Rob’s  Combustible 
Pigeon’  has  semidouble  pink  pansy /blue  fantasy 
blossoms  with  a  white  edge.  The  leaves  are 
crown  variegated  medium  green,  yellow,  and 
white.  ‘Rob’s  Fuddy  Buddy’  has  semidouble  dark 
mauve-purple  sticktite  pansy  blossoms  against 
dark  green,  quilted  foliage.  ‘Rob’s  Calypso  Beat’ 
has  semidouble  bright  pink  sticktite  pansy 
blossoms  with  blue  fantasy.  The  leaves  are 
medium-dark  green. 

The  second  best  AVSA  collection  of  minia¬ 
tures/semiminiatures  went  to  Bluebird 
Greenhouse,  Libbie  Glembocki  from  Apex,  NC. 
This  collection  had  the  semiminiatures  ‘Optimara 
Little  Maya’,  ‘lolly  Fire’,  and  ‘Mac’s  Genuine 
Grannie’s’.  ‘Optimara  Little  Maya’  has  single  to 
semidouble  red  blossoms  with  a  variable  white 
edge.  The  foliage  is  dark  green,  heart-shaped, 
and  quilted.  ‘Jolly  Fire’  has  single  to  semidouble 
red  pansy  blossoms  against  medium  green,  plain 
foliage.  ‘Mac’s  Genuine  Grannie’s’  has  single  to 


semidouble  dark  blue-purple  pansy 
blossoms.  The  foliage  is  medium 
green. 

One  of  the  exciting  parts  at 
convention  for  me  is  to  see  the  new 
cultivars  the  commercial  growers 
have  developed.  I  get  even  more 
excited  when  two  of  the  top  three 
new  cultivars  are  won  by  miniature 
or  semiminiature  African  violets!  The 
best  new  cultivar  at  the  2010  conven¬ 
tion  went  to  The  Violet  Barn  with  ‘Rob’s  Lucky 
Number’.  This  is  a  miniature  with  semidouble 
medium-dark  purple  pansy  blossoms  with  a 
white  edge.  The  foliage  is  chimera  variegated 
light-medium  green  and  white.  The  third  best 
new  cultivar  was  won  by  Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouse,  Paul  Sorano  from  Bolgeville,  NY 
with  ‘Sierra  Sunrise’.  I  did  not  find  ‘Sierra 
Sunrise’  on  First  Class  so  I  will  give  the  descrip¬ 
tion  from  the  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouse  website. 
‘Sierra  Sunrise’  is  semiminiature  with  semidouble 
light  maroon-red  pansy  blossoms  with  darker 
shading  maroon  on  the  blossom  tips  and  blue 
fantasy  flecks  over  the  entire  blossom.  The 
foliage  is  light  green  Champion  variegation. 

After  finding  out  the  new  cultivars,  I  always 
go  into  the  commercial  salesroom  the  next  day 
hoping  to  still  acquire  the  winning  plants.  This  is 
not  always  a  good  plan  but  thankfully,  I  was  still 
able  to  get  ‘Sierra  Sunrise’.  I  missed  out  on  ‘Rob’s 
Lucky  Number’  but  I  wasn’t  too  dismayed 
because  I  already  had  one  at  home.  I  was 
fortunate  to  win  best  miniature  with  ‘Rob’s 
Lucky  Number’  at  our  local  show  this  year.  It  has 
brought  me  ‘luck’  already. 

Flappy  growing  to  all!! 


32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

Email:  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 
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CLASSIFICATION  SITUATIONS 

By  Leonard  Re 


At  the  South  Coast  AVS  Show  this  year,  there 
was  an  exhibit  in  our  Council  Collection  that  was 
eliminated  from  consideration.  During  judging,  I 
was  called  over  by  the  judges’  panel  and  told  that 
one  of  the  exhibits,  ‘Mickey  Mouse,’  exceeded  the 
six  -  inch  limitation  for  minis.  The  judges  really 
tried  to  “squeeze”  it  into  the  six-inch  hoop,  but  no 
way  was  it  going  to  adjust  downward  to  fit  the 
hoop.  The  judges  felt  bad  as  the  three  plants  were 
in  the  90  point  range  except  for  the  size  problem. 
The  head  judge  then  asked  if  I  would  explain  to 
the  exhibitor  what  had  taken  place.  I  said,  “No 
problem,  as  I  am  the  exhibitor.”  I  laughed  as  it 
was  my  own  fault  that  I  ended  up  scratching  the 
collection.  We  already  had  several  AVSA  col¬ 
lections  and  well  over  125  entries  so  it  wouldn’t 
affect  our  SSA  scoring. 

The  next  day  1  started  to  think  how  I  could 
have  prevented  this  from  happening.  First,  I 
should  have  had  a  ruler  and  measured  “Mickey 
Mouse”  along  with  all  of  my  other  mini  and 
semi-mini’s  before  leaving  for  the  show.  I  have 
grown  ‘Mickey  Mouse’  for  a  number  of  years.  I 
like  the  plant,  and  it  was  hybridized  by  Hans 
Inpijn,  one  of  our  club  members.  As  our  club  is 
small,  I  handled  both  placement  and  classi¬ 
fication.  Obviously,  I  didn’t  perform  my  duties 
properly!  Also,  during  our  final  walk  through  the 
night  before  the  show,  I  again  didn’t  check  to  be 
sure  of  plant  sizes  in  the  mini  and  semi  mini 
classes.  So,  I  took  full  responsibility  and  was  glad 
that  the  judges  did  their  job. 


Fast  forward  a  few  weeks  to  the  Tri-Counties 
AVS  Show.  Our  Show  Chairperson,  Diane  Miller, 
asked  if  I  would  do  Classification.  I  thought  about 
this  for  a  few  seconds  and  said  “yes.”  Joan  Wood 
was  going  to  be  doing  Placement  so  I  could 
concentrate  strictly  on  Classification  and  hopefully 
do  a  much  better  job.  This  turned  out  to  be  a  great 
experience  for  me  and  Tri-Counties.  On  set-up 
night,  I  brought  my  MVL,  a  ruler,  and  had  access 
to  a  laptop  with  the  First  Class  software.  After  we 
had  all  the  plants  entered  and  placed,  I  reviewed 
each  plant  in  the  MVL  for  correct  blossom  color, 
leaf  color,  registration  number,  and  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  size.  I  also  cross-checked  questionable 
entries  on  First  Class.  As  it  turned  out,  we  had 
about  five  errors  that  we  corrected  before  judging 
the  next  day.  Also,  Tri  Counties  is  a  newer  club 
with  some  members  who  had  never  shown 
before.  So  I  was  able  to  take  the  time  with  each  of 
their  exhibits  and  make  some  last  minute  groom¬ 
ing  and  leaf  placement  suggestions  that  helped 
bring  their  exhibits  up  to  a  blue  ribbon.  We  also 
caught  a  problem  plant  in  the  AVSA  Standard 
Collection  and  were  able  to  swap  one  of  the  plants 
out  of  it  and  bring  in  another  standard  and  not 
lose  SSA  points.  Helping  new  members,  or  even 
more  experienced  members,  make  last  minute 
improvements  to  their  exhibits  is  one  of  the  things 
I  really  enjoy  doing  at  a  show. 

So  the  next  time  you  are  asked  to  help  fill  a 
committee  spot,  think  about  it  seriously  as  it 
may  be  a  fun  and  valuable  learning  experience. 


AVSA  Conventions 

201 1  AVSA  Philadelphia  Convention  -  May  15-22,  201 1 

2012  AVSA  Detroit  2012  Convention  -  June  3-10,  2012 
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Photo  Credit:  Lenny  Winter 


Namely 

Nancy 

Exhibited  by:  Libby  Behnke 
Hybridized  by:  A.  Miller 
Large 
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Two  from  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 


Playful 

Kisses 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 


New  Year's 
Celebration 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 
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WHAT  IS  HAPPENING 
IN  MY  PLANT  POTS? 

By  Sue  Gardner 


Is  my  potting  mix  suitable? 

Potting  mix  must  fulfill  several  requirements 
to  enable  plants  to  flourish. 

1 .  It  must  support  the  roots  of  plants  and  make 
the  whole  plant  stable. 

2.  Plants  are  about  90%  water,  so  the  mix  must 
be  able  to  hold  enough  water  to  keep  the 
plant  turgid. 

3.  Potting  mix  must  also  be  able  to  hold  nutri¬ 
ents  in  a  form  that  roots  can  access. 

4.  As  about  98%  of  the  oxygen  that  the  plant 
uses  comes  through  the  roots,  the  mix 
should  have  sufficient  air  spaces. 

How  does  a  mix  of  peat,  vermiculite,  and 
perlite  fulfill  these  requirements? 

1.  SUPPORT 

A  mix  of  these  three  ingredients  provides 
suitable  support  of  the  plant. 

2.  SUPPLY  OF  WATER 

Two  of  the  components  -  peat  and  vermiculite 
will  hold  water.  Peat  holds  some  water  but  also 
allows  excess  to  drain  away.  It  also  repells 
water  if  allowed  to  dry  completely.  Vermiculite 
will  absorb  water  easily  -  even  if  allowed  to  dry 
out.  Perlite,  on  the  other  hand,  holds  only  a 
fine  film  of  water  on  the  particle  surfaces. 

3.  NUTRIENT  SUPPLY 

The  ability  to  hold  nutrients  in  a  form  a  plant 
can  utilize  depends  on  the  cation  exchange 
capacity  (CEC)  of  the  components  of  the  mix. 
Peat  and  vermiculite  have  a  CEC  high 
enough  to  supply  the  roots  of  a  plant.  Perlite 
has  negligible  CEC.  Peat  and  vermiculite 
allow  Magnesium,  Calcium,  and  Potassium 
ions  to  be  held  in  such  a  way  that  they 
exchange  with  Hydrogen  ions  on  the  root 
surface  then  move  into  the  plant. 

4.  OXYGEN  SUPPLY 

Coarse  perlite  creates  air  spaces  in  potting 
mixes,  unless  the  amount  of  milled  peat  is  so 


high  as  to  fill  these  spaces.  Fine  peat  can  also 
pack  together  to  exclude  air.  Wet  vermiculite 
will  flatten  and  not  create  much  air  space.  So, 
perlite  seems  to  be  the  best  component  to 
allow  air  to  be  held  in  the  mix. 

How  to  cope  with  problems-caused  by: 

1.  DRYING  OUT 

You  may  notice  that  a  plant  is  drooping  and 
the  potting  mix  has  dried  out.  It  may  have 
developed  a  gap  between  the  mix  and  the  pot 
wall.  Mixes  with  peat  in  them  shrink,  and 
when  water  is  added,  it  runs  down  between 
the  container  wall  and  the  mix  and  does  not 
stop  long  enough  to  wet  the  mix.  If  the  peat 
can  be  made  a  little  damp,  it  will  gradually 
absorb  water.  If  the  mix  does  not  retain  any 
moisture  when  watered,  you  may  have  to  add 
a  small  amount  of  wetting  agent  to  the  water. 
You  can  use  a  horticultural  detergent  -  a  few 
drops  per  quart.  Otherwise,  you  could  sit  the 
pot  in  a  saucer  of  water  for  a  while,  but  when 
the  mix  becomes  wet,  drain  it  well  to  avoid 
waterlogging. 

2.  WATERLOGGING 

It  can  be  shown  that  potting  mix  with  small 
spaces  between  the  particles  of  mix  will  hold 
more  water  than  larger  spaces.  At  worst,  the 
mix  becomes  waterlogged.  That  is  why  potting 
mix  should  never  be  packed  down  in  the  pot. 
Larger  particles  of  perlite  will  create  larger 
spaces  and  help  to  keep  air  in  the  mix. 
Without  this  air,  oxygen  will  not  reach  the 
roots,  and  root  growth  will  be  retarded.  Also, 
certain  organisms  that  like  the  accumulated 
carbon  dioxide  will  increase  and  produce 
toxic  chemicals.  You  may  notice  a  stagnant 
smell  in  the  mix. 

Fungus-like  organisms,  such  as  Pythium  and 
Phytophthera  are  often  present  in  peat  and 
will  flourish  in  waterlogged  mixes. 
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So,  if  your  mix  holds  too  much  water,  more 
perlite  will  help  to  create  spaces  where  oxygen 
and  water  can  move  freely. 

NOTE: 

Some  people  ask  why  plants  can  be  grown  in 
water  where  there  are  no  air  spaces.  Sometimes, 
a  cutting  will  be  placed  in  water  to  produce 
roots.  However,  these  are  “water  roots.”  They 
are  more  elongated  and  branched  than  roots 
growing  in  soil.  They  have  thin  walls.  They 
absorb  water,  nutrients,  and  oxygen  from  the 
surrounding  water. 

Roots  in  soil  or  potting  mix  absorb  their 
requirements  by  means  of  fine  hairs  on  them. 
Because  the  root  hairs  are  numerous,  they  form 
miles  of  absorption  area  and  allow  the  plant  to 
obtain  all  the  needed  nutrients  to  flourish. 
When  potting  mix  is  waterlogged,  these  roots 


will  rot  and  the  plant  cannot  obtain  nutrients 
until  other  roots  grow.  If  they  continue  to  rot, 
the  plants  will  die. 

3,  OVER-FERTILIZING 

Over-fertilizing  will  cause  problems  because 
there  is  a  limit  on  how  much  nutrient  a  plant 
can  absorb  at  one  time.  The  excess  fertilizer 
can  “creep”  up  the  stem  into  the  crown  of  the 
plant  and  burn  it.  Also,  the  potting  mix  will 
become  acidic,  preventing  many  nutrients 
from  entering  the  plant.  This  defeats  the 
purpose  of  fertilizing.  So  only  use  the  recom¬ 
mended  amount  of  fertilizer.  When  the  root 
ball  is  small,  it  cannot  absorb  as  much,  so 
reduce  fertilizer  quantities  accordingly. 

From  the  Newsletter 
Early  Morn  African  Violet  Group,  Inc. 


Anne  &  Frank  Tinari  Endowment  Fund 

May  13  -  June  26,  2010 
Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 


Geneva 

Hans  Inpijn 


African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 
In  memory  of  Irene  Fiedler 
Alice  A.  Inlow 

First  African  Society  of  Denton  (TX) 

In  lieu  oj speaker’s fee  to  Beverly  Powers 
Marge  Farrand 


Thumbprint 

Garden  State  African  Violet  Club  (NJ) 

In  lieu  of  judges’  expenses for  Bob  Kurzynski 
and  Janet  Riemer 

African  Violet  Club  of  Burlington  County  (NJ) 

In  lieu  of  judges’  expenses for  Fred  Hill  and 
Janet  Riemer 
Mary  L.  Vasconcelles 
Anne  M.  Nicholas 
Carolyn  Day 
Patricia  Miklica 
Vivian  Schwartz 

Total  this  period  -  $279.00 
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Orchard’s 

Wonder 

Twin 

Exhibited,  by: 

Catherine  Thompson 

Hybridized  by: 

R.  Wilson 

Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Ness’ 

Cranberry 

Swirl 

Best  Semiminiature 
Exhibited  by:  Tom  Greer 
Hybridized  by:  D.  Ness 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob ’s  Boogie  Woogie 

Exhibited  by:  Richard  Nicholas 

Hybridized  by:  R.  Robinson 
Semiminiature 
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Vintage  \^loletS  2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 

By  Barbara  Elkin,  Committee  Chairman  Email:  bjbarl21@yahoo.com 


At  our  local  show  on  Easter  week¬ 
end,  a  lady  named  Mary  came  in  with 
a  plant  of  ‘Granger’s  My  Fair  Lady.’ 

She  had  bought  the  plant  at  an  after- 
Christmas  sale  because  she  wanted 
the  Reindeer  wicker  basket  it  was  in. 

The  poor  thing  was  half  dead,  but  she 
kept  it  anyway,  watered  it,  and  put  it 
in  an  east  window.  It  was  her  very  first 
African  violet.  After  six  years,  she  planted  it 
into  an  eight-inch  decorated  terracotta  pot, 
using  an  all-purpose  potting  soil. 

The  plant  is  never  fertilized,  sits  in  a  east 
window,  and  doesn’t  stop  blooming!  She 
brought  it  to  the  show,  seeking  advice,  and 
after  it  was  groomed,  she  shared  leaves  from 
the  once  multi-crowned  plant.  The  grooming 
did  make  it  look  better,  but  our  growing  advice 
to  Mary  was,  “Don’t  change  anything  you  are 
doing!”  The  moral  of  this  story  is,  “If  it  works 
for  you,  don’t  change  it!” 


AVSA’s  Most  Wanted 

Copy  Cat,  Crafty  Farmer,  Dippity  Do, 
Ghost  Dance,  and  Wild  Fancie  (Wilson) . 

A  grower  in  Ohio  is  looking  for  plants 
hybridized  by  Ruth  Bann.  All  of  the  plants 
listed  below  all  from  Ruth’s  Rebel’s  series: 

Ambrosia,  Beth,  Binky,  Blue  Cavalier, 
Blue  Lake,  Bonnie  Blue,  Breck,  Bright 
Dawning,  Candy  Ribbons,  Carousel  Spinner, 
Charlotte,  Crazy  Quilt,  Dahlonega,  Dolores,  Fairy 
Stars,  Fantasy  Spinner,  Fi  Fi,  Flashy  Butterfly,  Frilly 
Dilly,  Frosted  Snow,  Gingham  Elf,  Glory  Be,  Happy 
Face,  Hyacinth,  Iced  Kake,  Jay  Bird,  Jo,  Kelsey, 
Kidopink,  Ky-Oh,  Laurel,  Likewise,  Lollipop 
Spinner,  Midnight  Sky,  Milicia,  Minnesoto  Nice, 
North  Star,  October  Star,  Peachy  Frills,  Pink  Echoes, 
Pink  Kissed,  Purple  Heath,  Purr-sonality,  Raspberry 
Whip,  Rosita,  Roxy,  Ruby  Kisses,  Snowy  Bright, 
Strawberry  Float,  Swirlique,  Sundog,  Teddy  Bear, 
Watercolor  Rag,  Whirlabout,  White  Arrow,  and 
Wild  Wings. 


A  Mite-y  Alert! 

By  Catherine  Thompson 


Sometimes  it  takes  me  a  while  to  figure  things 
out.  And  now,  I  want  my  fellow  African  violet 
lovers  to  know  what  I  just  learned  after  a  surprise 
mite  attack. 

I  came  back  from  a  three-week  trip  to  see 
unmistakable  crown-crunched,  flower-damaged 
violets.  Mites!  Where  on  Earth  did  THOSE  come 
from?  Upon  closer  inspection,  the  worst  hit 
plants  were  my  trailers! 

Now,  after  alternating  three  rounds  of 


Kelthane  and  Avid,  I  realize  that  the  trailers  were 
to  blame!  Why?  Well,  what  do  we  know  about 
trailers?  They  have  multiple  leaf,  stem,  and 
crown  surfaces.  And  we  usually  spray  pesticides 
on  our  plants  from  only  one  direction.  Those 
sneaky  mites  had  survived,  hidden  in  unsprayed 
nooks  and  crannies,  and  roared  back  to  attack 
the  whole  collection! 

The  Lesson?  DIP  THOSE  TRAILERS,  or  you’ll 
be  sorry! 
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In  Memory 


Celine  Chase 

Celine  Chase  passed  away  in  March  2010. 
Celine  was  very  active  in  the  African  violet 
community.  She  served  as  president  of  the 
Northern  California  Council  of  African  Violet 
Societies,  the  San  Mateo  County  African  Violet 
Society,  and  the  African  Violet  Society  of  South 
Bay.  She  compiled  information  for  The 
California  Council  News'  “In  Memory” 
column.  Celine  was  always  willing  to  help.  She 
served  on  many  club,  show,  and  convention 
committees,  often  as  their  chairman. 

Celine  was  also  active  in  AVSA  and  served 
as  an  AVSA  Awards  Chairman  for  13  years, 
AVSA  Convention  Chairman,  winner  of  an 
AVSA  Honorary  One-Year  Membership 
Award,  and  an  AVSA  Advanced  Judge  who 
was  a  founding  member  of  the  Judges  Council 
of  Northern  California.  She  was  also  active  in 
the  Gesneriad  Society,  American  Gesneriad 
Society  of  San  Francisco,  and  San  Mateo 
County  Fairs.  Over  the  years,  Celine  won 
numerous  awards  for  her  African  violets  and 
other  Gesneriads. 

An  article  in  the  Mission  Hospice’s  July 
2009  issue  described  Celine  as  having  the 
time  of  her  life  traveling  up  and  down  the 
West  Coast  as  a  thoroughbred  race  horse 
trainer  and  jockey  during  the  Depression.  That 
same  independent  spirit  sustained  her  through 
her  final  years.  Celine  will  be  missed  by  all. 


violets  were  legendary  in  Minnesota.  She  won 
numerous  awards  and  enjoyed  national 
recognition,  at  one  time  having  one  of  her 
winning  violets  published  on  the  African 
Violet  Magazine  cover.  She  served  as  AVSA’s 
Best  Variety  and  Honor  Roll  Chairman  from 
1978-1989.  Irene  was  a  kind-hearted  and 
giving  person,  often  sharing  garden  products 
from  her  rural  western  Wisconsin  farm  and 
cuttings  from  her  beautiful  perennial  gardens. 
We  will  treasure  our  memories  of  her. 

Nell  Pace 

An  honorary  member  of  Tidewater  AVS, 
Nell  Pace,  passed  away  in  March,  2010.  Nell 
was  98  years  old.  She  was  a  member  of 
Tidewater  AVS  for  over  twenty  years,  and  for 
many  of  those  years,  she  was  our  Sunshine 
Lady.  We  were  all  so  happy  and  proud  of  her 
when  she  won  Best  in  Show  at  our  2009 
African  violet  show.  She  is  missed  by  all. 

Marilyn  A.  Kittle 

Marilyn  A.  Kittle  passed  away  in  March 
13,  2009.  She  was  a  long-time  member  of  the 
Vestal  African  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Society  of 
Vestal,  NY.  Three  generations  of  her  family 
were  members  of  our  club;  Marilyn  and  her 
husband,  her  daughter,  and  her  grandson. 
The  entire  family  are  avid  growers  of  African 
violets  and  other  plants.  Marilyn  is  missed 
very  much  at  our  meetings. 


Irene  Fiedler 

AVS  of  Minnesota  mourns  the  loss  of  a 
dear  friend  and  mentor.  In  March,  2010,  long¬ 
time  member  Irene  Fiedler  passed  away  at  age 
95.  In  “Memories  of  Irene  Fiedler,”  an  article 
in  our  local  Violet  Press ,  Jude  Neumann 
described  Irene’s  violets  as  the  standard  by 
which  others  measured  their  violet-growing 
efforts.  Irene’s  huge,  beautiful,  prize-winning 


Laura  Alice  Pint 

The  Vestal  AV  and  Gesneriad  Society  of 
Vestal,  NY,  lost  one  of  our  earliest  members 
with  the  passing  of  Laura  Alice  Pint  in 
February,  2010.  Laura  loved  growing  plants, 
and  Episcias  were  her  favorite.  She  was 
delighted  to  share  plants  with  everyone,  and 
is  missed  by  our  members. 


September  •  October  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  43 


Photo  Credit:  Harry  Drew 

Saintpaulia  grotei  silvert  done 

Grown  by:  Ron  Bannister 
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Tricks  and  Tips  with  Thrips 

By  Margaret  Taylor 


Most  African  violet  growers  have  had  cause  to 
curse  thrips  at  one  time  or  another.  Summer  is  an 
especially  frustrating  time  as  their  numbers 
multiply  at  an  alarming  rate.  They  seem  to  be 
most  prolific  in  dry,  hot,  windy  conditions,  and 
less  noticeable  in  periods  of  rain. 

We  are  told  how  this  chemical,  or  that  one, 
will  kill  thrips,  and  it  is  possible  that  some  types 
of  thrips  would  succumb.  However,  the  Western 
Flower  Thrips  very  quickly  build  up  a  resistance 
to  chemicals.  They  will  go  on  their  merry  way, 
chewing  the  pollen  sacks,  and  causing  the 
blooms  to  shrivel  and  die.  We  have  to  be  very 
aware  that  apart  from  being  a  mild  inconve¬ 
nience  to  thrips,  strong  insecticides  are  usually 
very  dangerous  for  humans  to  use.  Do  not  spray 
indiscriminately  without  donning  protective  cloth¬ 
ing,  a  mask,  and  goggles.  And  do  be  aware  that 
pets,  goldfish,  birds,  etc.  might  easily  pick  up  any 
drift  and  become  sick.  So  it  is  best  to  move  plants 
outside  on  a  day  when  there  is  little  air  move¬ 
ment.  Try  early  in  the  morning. 

While  it  is  usually  recommended  that  all  flow¬ 
ers  and  buds  are  removed  and  a  spray  program 
employed,  it  is  sad  to  have  no  blooms  at  all  for 
weeks  on  end.  It  is  fine  to  do  this  mid-winter 
when  thrip  numbers  are  naturally  down,  but 
once  we  are  in  summer  mode,  it  is  hard  to  find  a 
method  of  control  that  is  effective  while  still  enjoy¬ 
ing  some  flowers. 

Musing  as  I  work  through  the  normal  grooming 
of  my  plants,  I  have  tried  to  think  up  a  way  of 
dealing  with  thrips  other  than  chemical  onslaught. 
We  know  that  they  can  fly,  hop,  crawl,  chew, 
and  procreate  with  reckless  abandon  with  or 
without  a  mate  (now  isn’t  that  the  final  straw?). 


What  can  they  NOT  do?  Swim!  So  1  have 
buckets  of  water  where  I  throw  all  grooming 
refuse,  flowers  face  down.  I  have  yellow  con¬ 
tainers  of  water,  one  or  two  on  each  shelf  of  the 
light  stands.  This  color  attracts  the  thrips.  They 
think  it  might  be  tasty  pollen,  only  to  meet  their 
demise  by  drowning.  If  I  see  a  walking  thrips  on 
a  flower,  I  tilt  the  plant  over  the  bucket  or 
kitchen  sink  and  use  an  atomizer  of  rainwater  to 
flush  the  center  of  the  blossom.  This  is 
time-consuming,  but  it  does  keep  the  numbers 
down.  In  the  summer,  it  is  safe  to  leach  the  soil 
mass  regularly,  and  as  we  are  led  to  believe  that 
the  larvae  are  in  the  soil,  possibly  they  drown  as 
well.  A  few  drops  of  insecticidal  soap  added  to 
rainwater  for  leaching  may  help,  and  it  is  safe. 

When  the  center  of  a  plant  looks  very  hairy 
(and  you  know  it  is  not  mites),  it  is  alright  to 
aim  the  soap  solution  at  it.  I  would  only 
recommend  this  practice  in  warm  conditions. 
Thrips  do  gallivant  in  the  soft  plant  centers,  so 
even  if  you  want  to  remove  all  the  flowers  and 
buds,  they  will  manage  to  chew  away  on 
leaves. 

While  yellow  sticky  traps  may  be  quite 
aesthetically  unacceptable,  if  they  can  be  placed 
as  far  as  possible  out  of  sight,  they  will  collect  a 
goodly  number  of  thrips.  The  traps  again  fool 
them  that  here  is  another  source  of  food,  and 
they  come  to  a  sticky  end.  If  anyone  has  a  safe, 
sure-fire  method  of  treating  thrips  which  will 
end  their  escapades  forever,  please  may  I  be  the 
first  to  know? 

From  the  publication  of  the  Saintpaulia  & 
Houseplant  Society,  England 
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And  tllC  Winners  cire  •  •  •  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  TX  75069 
By  Mary  J.  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AVS  OF  CANADA,  ONTARIO  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Saintpaulia  clone  grotei 
Silvert,  Saintpaulia  clone  grotei  Mather 
No.  1,  Saintpaulia  ionanatha 
subspecies  grotei ;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little 
Azurite,  Pink  Dove,  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy; 

Best  Semiminiature:  Green  Dragon;  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Beverley  Williams.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Glass  Slipper,  Frozen  in 
Time,  Lonestar  Lady;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Picasso,  Doris  Brownlie.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Jolly  Orchid,  Precious  Red,  Persian 
Prince,  Lorna  Russell.  Best  Trailer:  Brazos  Belle, 
Emma  Bygott.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
confusa  Uppsala  2004-0790,  Bill  Price.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Gasteranthus  atratus ,  Brett 
Flewelling.  Best  Design,  Deanna  Belli.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Marina  DeSouza. 

AVS  OF  SYRACUSE,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Bold  Party  Girl,  Rebel’s 
Splatter  Rake,  EK-Goiuboglazia  Rossiia;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Bold  Party  Girl,  Karen 
Dupree.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Wild 
Irish  Rose,  Optimara  EverPraise,  Rhapsodie  Gisela; 
Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Kathy 
Garbarino.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish 
Flirt,  Optimara  Little  Blackfoot,  Rob’s  Calypso 
Beat;  Best  Semiminiature:  Irish  Flirt;  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Mary  Ryan.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Rob’s 
Fiddle  Faddle,  Optimara  Little  Comanche,  Donna 
Coleman.  Best  Trailer:  Yesterday’s  Child,  Lee 
Hoke.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha 
subspecies  grotei,  Ann  Kelly.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Kohleria  ‘Mancher’,  Linda  Rowe. 

ALBUQUERQUE  AVC,  NM  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Lyon’s  Plum  Pudding, 
Optimara  Maui,  Still  Waters;  Best  in  Show/Best 


Standard,  Jonathan;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Remembering  John’,  Jo 
Ellen  Bowden.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Optimara  Little  Creek, 
Optimara  Little  Inca,  Jersey  Jazz;  Best 
Miniature:  Optimara  Rose  Quartz, 
Sharon  Shannon.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Loose 
Noodle,  Optimara  Little  Diamond, 
Optimara  Rose  Quartz;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
confusa ;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Debra  Chase. 
Best  Design,  Margaret  Schinierer.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Marty  Mitchell. 

BAY  STATE  AVS,  MA  -  Winners:  Best 
Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia  clone  rupicola , 
Saintpaulia  clone  pendula  var.  kizarae, 
Saintpaulia  clone  orbicularis ;  Best  Trailer:  Pixie 
Blue;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  rupicola , 
Eleanor  Maclver.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Pewter  Bells,  Munchkin 
Kisses,  Joan  Russo.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Antique  Rose,  Cool  Blue,  Crimson 
Magic,  Sue  Stafford.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Amethyst;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Nancy 
Manozzi.  Best  Semiminiature:  Aca’s  Eloise,  Holly 
Walker.  Best  Miniature:  Persian  Price,  Marie 
Montague.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Blue  Nile’; 
Best  Design,  Sharon  Rosenzweig.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Carol  Dexter. 

CAPITAL  CITY  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  2nd  Best 
Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia  ionantha 
subspecies  grotei ,  Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies 
var.  ionantha ,  Saintpaulia  shumensis ,  Lola 
Sutherland.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob’s  Scrumptious,  Rob’s  Argyle  Socks,  Rob’s 
Delicious;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s 
Scrumptious,  Jeani  Hatfield.  Best  Standard: 
Optimara  EverPraise,  Renee  Wilson.  Best 
Miniature:  Precious  Red;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s 
Boolaroo;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
tongwensis,  Cindy  Eastman.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Episcia  ‘Ember  Lace’;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
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Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Elkin. 

COLUMBUS  AVS,  OH  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Annabelle,  Rebel’s  Rose  Bud, 
Powwow;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Annabelle; 
Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia  No. 
299,  Susan  Joy.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Jolly  Dear,  Cool  Blue,  Thunder  Surprise;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Jolly  Dear;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s 
Boolaroo;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Rita’s  Pearl 
Passion’,  Mary  Martin.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Jitterbug,  Honey  Blue 
Ace,  Optimara  Little  Amethyst;  Best  Miniature: 
Honey  Blue  Ace,  Karen  Jesko.  Best  Design, 
Janice  Beaty.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Nancy 
Carr.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Joyce  Matheny. 

GARDEN  STATE  AVC,  PA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Buckeye  Candy  Kisses, 
Jersey  Snow  Flakes,  Optimara  Jamaica;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Mac’s  Nocturne,  Rob’s  Little 
Pueblo,  Rob’s  Scarecrow;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Lyon’s  Little  Sweetheart;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Clyde  Ashton.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Northern  Attitude,  Paula  Bal.  Best 
Miniature:  Planet  Kid,  Terry  Stimpfel.  Best 
Trailer/Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha 
subspecies  pedula ,  Grace  Egan.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Blueberry  Butterfly’;  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Luanne  Arico. 

LONG  ISLAND  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Harbor  Blue,  Cosmic 
Blast,  Mirror  Image;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Swing  Kid,  Lucky  Ladybug,  Rob’s 
Pewter  Bells;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Harbor 
Blue;  Best  Miniature:  Frosted  Denim;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  ionantha ;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Chirita  sinensis ;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Dorothy  Vogt. 

Best  Semiminiature:  Lollipop  Kid;  Best  Trailer: 
Pixie  Trail,  Jeanne  Maier.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Diane  Lohan. 

MAGIC  KNIGHT  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Galactic  Storm,  Royal 
Rage,  Alliance;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Dodo  Bird,  Shirks  Senior  Moment, 
Von’s  Mariner;  Best  Trailer:  Yesterday’s  Child,  Dale 
Parker.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Calypso  Beat,  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie,  Rob’s  Antique 


Rose;  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s 
Bumble  Magnet;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ken 
Froboese.  Best  Standard:  Astro;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Shirks  Snow  Cone;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Sinningia  cardinalis  ‘Orange’,  Danny  Tidwell. 
Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  rupicola ,  Nichole 
Alvarez.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Jane 
Rexilius. 

MEMPHIS  AVS,  TN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Frosted  Whisper,  Buckeye 
Cranberry  Sparkler,  Frozen  in  Time;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy,  Rob’s 
Rinky  Dink,  Cloud  Puff;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Jee  Jim;  Best  Standard: 
Ruffled  Romance;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly 
Willy;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Brenda 
Brasfield.  Best  Trailer:  Tiger  Trail,  Iona  Pair.  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  difficilis ,  Geneva 
Stagg.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Silver  Skies’,  Ann 
Shirley.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Faye 
Wiginton. 

MOONLIGHT  AVS  OF  FORT  WORTH,  TX  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Wrangler’s  Boot  Stompin’,  Ozio,  Buckeye 
Cranberry  Sparkler;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia 
‘Strawberry  Patch’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Cheryl  Johnston.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ness’  Bangle  Blue,  Tranquility,  Rebel’s 
Splatter  Kake,  Jan  Johnson.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Mindi  Brooke;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Lemon  Drop;  Best  Miniature:  Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei; 
Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Galiwinku;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  pcndula ,  Alex  Early.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Bonnie  Harris. 

NAUGATONIC  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Ontario, 
Rhapsodie  Stephanie,  Optimara  Wyoming;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Love  Bite,  Rob’s 
Jitterbug,  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Rhapsodie  Cora;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Serena’s  Charm;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Edna  Rourke. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara 
Little  Aztec,  Optimara  Little  Chickasaw,  Optimara 
Little  Maya-,  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  cardinalis  ‘Innocent’  x 
iarae,  Roger  Wheeler. 
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OSHKOSH  VS,  WI  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Powwow,  Grandmother’s 
Halo,  The  Alps;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Dean’s  Rosalie,  Toy  Castle,  Jolly  Victory;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Grandmother’s  Halo,  Kevin 
Degner.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Windy  Day,  Guelph’s  Dynamite,  Kris;  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Little  Pueblo, 
Ness’  Angel  Glitter,  Irish  Flirt;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Little  Pueblo;  Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s 
Wonder  Twin;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
House  of  Amani;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Betsy  Fox.  Best  Species  Collection: 
Saintpaulia  clone  confusa  Mather  E,  Saintpaulia 
clone  Cha  Simba,  Saintpaulia  clone  rupicola 
Mather  No.  5;  Best  Trailer:  Ramblin’  Lassie,  Bill 
Greider.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Country 
Sammule’,  Jamie  Mikula.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Ruth  Mengsol. 

OTTAWA  AVS,  ONTARIO  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Blue  Dragon,  Tony’s 
Blue  Magic,  Blue  Boy;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Blue  Dragon;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  velutina ,  Eileen  McGrath.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Saintpaulia  clone  tongwensis, 
Saintpaulia  clone  orbicularis  var.  purpurea , 
Saintpaulia  clone  orbicularis ;  Sinningia  speciosa 
'Darth  Vader’,  Irit  Guttman.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Pink  Buttercups,  Rob’s 
Fuddy  Duddy,  Plumberry  Glow;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Pink  Buttercups;  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Love  Bite;  Best  Trailer:  Demers’ 
Pixie  Belle;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Lorna 
Russell.  Best  Design,  Jane  Lund.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Sandy  Black. 

SAINTPAULIA  SOCIETY  OF  LONG 
ISLAND,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Harbor  Blue,  Tiger,  Blue  Zephyr, 
Lorraine  Barker.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Harbor  Blue,  Red  Lion,  Apache  Brave; 
Best  Standard:  Apache  Brave;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Orchard’s  Nite  Lite;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia  #237;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Pegasus’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Joseph  Palagonia.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Texas  Teen,  Snuggles  Busy 
Bee,  Little  Ebony,  Donna  Palagonia.  Best  in 


Show/Best  Miniature:  Mickey  Mouse;  Best  Trailer: 
Rob’s  Boolaroo;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 

Carolyn  Klein. 

SUNDOWNERS  AVS,  LA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Buckeye  Cranberry 
Sparkler,  Tomahawk,  Evening  Splendor;  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Boolaroo,  Rob’s 
Galiwinku,  Ramblin’  Silver;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  B-Man’s  Etna;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Optimara  Little  Maya;  Best  Miniature:  Petite  Jewel; 
Best  Trailer:  Ramblin’  Spots;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  tongwensis;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Belinda  Thibodeaux.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Jitterbug,  Rob’s  Bad 
Bunny,  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy,  Laura  Moser.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Petrocosmea fores  tii,  Martha  Dyson. 
Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Elmer  Godeny. 

TORONTO  AVS,  ONTARIO  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Aca’s  Summer  Parfait, 
Rhapsodie  Carolyn,  Ma’s  Watermelon;  Best 
Standard:  Frozen  in  Time;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Doris  Brownlie.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Rebel’s  Rose  Bud,  Opera’s 
Paolo,  Guelph’s  Dynamite;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Rinky  Dink,  Rob’s  Loose  Noodle, 
Optimara  Little  Diamond;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Tomboy  Blue;  Best  Miniature: 
Rob’s  Rinky  Dink;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
grandfolio  # 237 ,  Sayeh  Beheshti.  Best  Trailer: 
Ramblin’  Amethyst,  Dianne  Shawcross.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Bristol’s  Petticoat’; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Deanna  Belli. 

TRI  COUNTIES  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Apache  Primrose, 
Buckeye  Cranbeny  Sparkler,  Buckeye  Seductress; 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Combustible  Pigeon,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Celina 
Dark  Velvet;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Diane  Miller.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Mini  Papa,  Jolly  Treasure, 
Irish  Flirt,  Hans  Inpijn.  Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s 
Bumble  Magnet;  Best  Trailer:  Sweet  Sam;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  grotei  Mather  No.  7; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Lavender  Rosette’, 
Leonard  Re.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Diane  Bott. 
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Wicking  for  Maximum  Benefit 

By  Marie  Montague 


Most  of  us  are  aware  that  wicking  consists  of 
three  components:  soil,  wick,  and  container. 

This  allows  growers  to  water  their  plants  just 
once  a  week.  Gosh,  newer  pots  are  neat  and  clean 
and  provide  water  as  plants  need  for  a  week;  but, 
for  some  of  us  who  are  away  longer  periods,  once 
a  week  does  not  work.  During  the  summer,  my 
plants  may  only  be  watered  every  three  weeks. 
Yes,  they  survive  and  many  bloom  all  summer. 
Wish  they  wouldn’t  bloom,  but  they  do. 

How  is  this  done? 

A  heavy  soil  is  essential.  2  parts  peat,  1  part 
perlite,  and  1  part  vermiculite,  with  lime  and 
charcoal  is  my  choice. 

The  wick  must  be  heavy  enough  to  absorb 
water.  String,  yarn,  or  nylon  stockings;  whatever 
your  choice  might  be.  The  key  is  the  wick  must 
pull  up  a  large  amount  of  water  continually.  Over 
the  years,  I’ve  used  all  three  and  find  that  nylon 
stockings  cut  1/4  wide  and  stretched  out  work 
best  for  me.  Try  all  wicking  materials  until  you 
are  comfortable  with  one.  (Synthetic  materials 
will  not  rot,  while  cotton  will.)  A  large  standard 
African  violet  requires  a  larger  wick  than  minis  or 
semi-miniatures. 

The  container  must  be  large  enough  to  hold 
sufficient  water  for  three  weeks.  My  experience  is 
that  smaller  pots  require  three  inches  of  water; 


and  larger  standards,  four  inches  or  more.  Trailers 
are  never  a  problem,  as  the  pots  sit  directly  on 
large,  plastic  containers  filled  with  over  three 
inches  of  water. 

Recently,  after  being  away  for  3  1/2  weeks,  I 
noticed  that  the  only  problem  I  had  was  with 
large  standards.  I  hate  to  do  this,  but  will  have  to 
go  back  to  Cool  Whip  containers  and  fill  them  to 
the  top  with  water.  That’s  the  only  way  that  I  can 
assure  that  they  won’t  dry  out.  They  are  not 
pretty,  unstable,  and  you  have  to  be  careful  to 
insert  the  wick  through  the  top  so  it  doesn’t 
touch  the  side.  I’ve  used  them  in  the  past  and 
know  they  will  work. 

In  addition,  1  top  water  all  my  plants,  and  then 
fill  containers  right  to  the  top  to  connect  with 
wicks.  Turning  lights  down  helps,  as  well  as 
stopping  my  fertilizer  plan  during  the  hottest 
months. 

I  have  found  through  the  years  that  plants 
that  contain  a  good  part  perlite  and  light  wicks 
dry  out  within  2-3  days.  Heavy  soil  and  wicks 
can  last  up  to  three  weeks  without  water. 

As  with  all  new  techniques,  try  it  on  a  few 
plants  to  see  if  it  works  for  you. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AYS 
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Photo  Credit:  Ruth  Bann 
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Why  Grow  African  Violets? 

By  Sharon  Rosenzweig 


African  violets  are  grown  by  people  of  all 
ages  and  for  many  different  reasons.  Many 
remember  the  beautiful  African  violets  grown  by 
their  grandmother  on  the  windowsill  and 
perhaps  grow  out  of  nostalgia.  Many  love  the 
plant  because  African  violets  bloom  all  year  and 
are  a  good  way  to  brighten  up  the  house  on  long 
winter  days.  Some  grow  because  it  is  a  stress 
reliever  for  them.  Most  people  grow  African 
violets  because  they  are  relatively  easy  and  are 
just  plain  gorgeous. 

It  is  always  interesting  to  learn  how  fellow 
growers  got  into  the  hobby.  Through  the 
Internet,  I  have  the  opportunity  to  speak  with 
growers  of  all  types,  all  around  the  world  - 
beginners,  casual  growers,  serious  growers,  and 
fanatics.  Many  folks  received  an  African  violet 
as  a  gift  and  had  worked  hard  to  keep  it  alive.  If 
they  were  successful,  they  soon  wanted  to  add 
more  to  their  collection. 

I  want  to  relate  three  stories  about  the  age  of 
the  grower  and  why  they  are  growing  African 
violets.  The  first  is  about  Cassandra,  a  youth 
grower,  age  eleven.  She  is  a  neighbor  of  Joan 
Russo,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Gateway  African 
Violet  Club.  Joan  was  helping  Cassandra  with  a 
terrarium.  Cassandra  said  she  loved  plants  so 
Joan  gave  her  a  plant  of  ‘Rhapsodie  Rosalie.’ 
She  entered  the  plant  in  the  2009  Show  and 
won  a  rosette  for  Best  Youth  Grower.  So  she 
grows  for  the  love  of  plants  and  competition. 

Next,  I  spoke  with  a  middle  aged  woman  who 


lost  her  husband  last  year.  She  owns  a  beauty 
salon  and  bought  some  African  violets  to 
decorate  her  shop.  She  then  learned  how  to 
propagate  and  started  a  collection  in  her  house. 
She  said  she  loves  bringing  joy  to  her  customers. 
They  love  the  plants.  More  importantly,  she 
found  this  hobby  brings  her  comfort  and  joy 
since  losing  her  beloved  husband.  She  made  the 
decision  to  carry  on  with  her  life,  and  what 
better  way  than  to  grow  beautiful  plants. 

Lastly,  a  most  inspiring  storing.  An  elderly 
couple  aged  86  and  91  recently  started  growing 
African  violets  again  after  many  decades  of  not 
growing.  They  were  concerned  that  the  plants  in 
Oyama  Planters  were  remaining  too  wet. 
Together  we  determined  that  they  were  not 
using  the  correct  soil  mix.  The  gentleman  then 
mentioned  to  me  that  he  discovered  that  the 
plants  he  put  under  the  “Fluorescent  Counter  Top 
Herb  Grower”  are  doing  better  than  the  plants  on 
his  light  stands.  We  then  had  a  lengthy 
discussion  about  different  types  of  fluorescent 
tubes.  Our  conversation  ended  with  him  saying 
that  he  and  his  wife  are  determined  to  grow 
show  worthy  plants  and  enter  them  in  the 
Dallas,  Texas,  show  April.  Growing  keeps  them 
mentally  and  physically  active.  Now  doesn’t  this 
inspire  you  “youngins”  to  get  busy  and  grow  for 
show? 

No  matter  what  the  motivation,  growing 
African  violets  is  a  most  wonderful  way  to  spend 
your  free  time. 
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September  17  &  18  -  OHIO 

Ohio  State  AVS 
Judged  Show  and  Sale 
Kingwood  Center 
900  Park  Avenue  West 
Mansfield,  OH 
Sept  1 7  -  9am  -  5pm 
Sept  18  -  9am  -  4pm 
Parking  $5 

Info:  Thelma  Miller  614-444-6315 
Email:  tmillerbus@aol.com 

September  18  &  19  -  CALIFORNIA 

Delta  Gesneriad  &  AVS  Annual 
Judged  Show/Sale 
Sacramento  Garden  &  Arts  Center 
3330  McKinley  Blvd 
Sacramento,  CA 
September  18  -  1pm  -  4pm 
September  1 9  -  1 1  am  -  3pm 
Info:  Lynn  Lombard  (530)  637-9000 
Email:  lynn_lombard@att.net 
URL:  www.sacviolets.org 

October  2  -  PENNSYLVANIA 

African  Violet  Society  of  Philadelphia 

Annual  Judged  Show/  Sale 

Cathedral  Village  Retirement  Community 

600  E.  Cathedral  Road 

Philadelphia,  PA 

October  2  -  Noon  -  6pm 

Info:  Carol  Hastings  (610)  272-6961 

Email:  SOCUT2@AOL.com 

October  2  -  MARYLAND 

Baltimore  AVC 
Annual  Fall  Sale 
The  Shops  at  Kenilworth 
800  Kenilworth  Drive 
Towson,  MD 
Hours:  9am  -  5pm 

Info:  Shirley  Huffman  301-854-2021 
Email:  bshuffman2@aol.com 

OCTOBER  2  &  3  -  MINNESOTA 

African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 
Fall  Display/Sale 
Northtown  Shopping  Center 
398  Northtown  Drive  N.E. 

Blaine,  MN 
October  2-3,  2009 
Mall  Hours 
Info:  Jude  Neumann 

http://sites.google.com/site/avsminnesota 


October  2  &  3  -  FLORIDA 

AV  Council  of  Florida 

27th  Annual  AVSA  Judged  Show/Sale 

Imperial  Swan  Hotel 

4141  South  Florida  Ave. 

Lakeland,  FL 

Oct  2  -  Noon  -  6pm 

Oct  3  -  1  Oam  -  3pm 

Info:  Christel  Collier 

Email:  collierpc@tampabay.rr.com 

October  2  &  3  -  MINNESOTA 

North  Star  AVC  Fall  Show/Sale 

Bachman’s,  6010  Lyndale  Ave. 

Minneapolis,  MN 

Oct  2  -  9am  -  5pm 

Oct  3  -  9am  -  4pm 

Info:  Gail  Podany  952-933-906 7 

October  2  &  3  -  TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  AVC 

Annual  Fall  Sale 

Hermann  Park  Garden  Center 

1 500  Hermann  Drive 

Houston,  TX  77004 

Oct.  2  -  10am  -  4pm 

Oct.  3  -  10am  -  3pm 

Info:  Suzanne  Altenburg  281-859-8786 

www.orgsites.com/tx/sbavc 

Email :  starlight  1234 @sbcglobal .  net 

October  9  &  10  -  WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin  Council  of  AV  Clubs 

Annual  Show/Sale 

Olbrich  Botanical  Gardens 

3330  Atwood  Ave 

Madison,  WI 

Oct.  9  -  Noon  -  5pm 

Oct.  10  -10am  -  3pm 

Info:  Alice  Peterson  (608)  833-5552 

Email:  peters56@tds.net 

Info:  Kevin  Degner  (920)  426-3764 

Email:  Kevin_degner@sbcglobal.net 

October  9  -  OREGON 

Portlandia  AVC  Display/Sale 
Jantzen  Beach  Mall 
Hours:  10am  -  6pm 
Info:  Blanche  Bunker 
503-761-7861 

October  15  &  16  TEXAS 

First  Austin  AVS 

Annual  Fall  Show/Sale 

Saint  John’s  United  Methodist  Church 

2140  Allandale  Rd 

Austin,  TX 

Oct  1 5  -  1 1 :00am  -  4:30pm 
Oct  16  -  9:00am  -  5:00pm 
Info:  Susan  Kautz  (512)  365-1818 
E mail :  gizzmo@austi n .  rr. com 

October  16  &  17  -  MISSOURI 

Missouri  Valley  AVC  25th  Annual 
Show/Sale 

Holiday  Inn,  3615  S.  Range  Line  Rd. 
Joplin,  MO 

Judging  school  will  be  offered 
Info:  Ramona  Donnell  417-483-4046 
Email:  rjmdl@mchsi.com 


October  23  &  24  MICHIGAN 

Michigan  State  AVS 
Fall  Display/Sale 
Matthaei  Botanical  Gardens 
1 800  Dixboro  Rd. 

Ann  Arbor,  MI 

Oct  23  -  10am  -  4:30pm 

Oct  24  -  10am  -  2pm 

Info:  Ingrid  Bowman  248-698-3628 

Info:  Lynn  Allen  (248)  332-7924 

Email:  LynnAllen0413@comcast.net 

October  23  -  OREGON 

Portland  AVS 
One  Day  Sale 

Thbor  Heights  Methodist  Church 
6161  SE  Stark  St 
Portland,  Oregon 
Hours:  10am  -3pm 
Info:  Vivian  Scheans  503-620-4426 
Email:  vscheans@comcast.net 
Cindi  Nofziger  541-926-8116 
Email:  ccnofziger@comcast.net 

October  23  &  24  -  CALIFORNIA 

Thousand  Oaks  AVS 
Judged  Show/Sale 
Thousand  Oaks  Library 
1401  Janss  Rd. 

Thousand  Oaks,  CA 
Oct  23  -  1  lam  -  5  pm 
Oct  24  -  1  -  3  pm 

Info:  Barbara  Burde  805-581-6126  or 
hhkid  7  6  -a  v@yahoo .  com 

October  30  &  31  -  CONNECTICUT 

Nutmeg  State  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 

Homewood  Suites 

6905  Main  Street  (Rte.  110) 

Stratford,  CT 

Oct  30-  1:00-4:00 

Oct  31  -  10:00  -  3:00 

Info:  Donna  Presnell  203-777-1872 

November  6  &  7  -  MISSOURI 

AVC  of  Greater  Kansas  City 
59  th  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Loose  Park  Garden  Center 
51st  Street  and  Wornall 
Kansas  City,  MO 
Nov  6  -  9am  -  3pm 
Nov  7  -  10am  -  3pm 
Info:  Fred  &  Pat  Inbody 
(816)  373-6915 
Email:  kskdl@juno.com 

November  6  &  7  -  NEW  JERSEY 

TbiState  AVC  49th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Frelinghuysen  Arboretum 
53  East  Hanover  Avenue 
Morristown,  New  Jersey 
Nov  6  -  1:30pm  -  4:30pm 
Nov  7  -  1 1:00am  -  3:30pm 
Info:  David  Tooker  732  671-2228 
Email:  Davidtook@aol.com 
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Miniature  Gardens 

By  Betty  Ferguson 


For  AVSA  Standard  Shows,  container  gar¬ 
dens  include  the  following  four  types: 

Terrariums  are  plantings  in  a  covered,  trans¬ 
parent  container. 

Bottle  Gardens  are  plantings  in  a  transparent 
container  with  an  opening  too  small  for  a  hand 
to  enter.  It’s  not  required  that  they  be  covered. 

Dish  gardens  are  plantings  in  a  shallow, 
dish-like  container.  Multiple  or  divided  plantings 
are  not  allowed. 

Natural  gardens  are  plantings  in  a  container 
formed  from  natural  material  such  as  driftwood 
or  lava  rock. 

A  miniature  garden  should  be  a  true-to-life 
scale  of  a  forest  floor  or  maybe  a  creek  side.  It 
can  be  representative  of  a  mountainside,  or  a 
forest  itself.  It  can  even  be  a  miniature  formal 
English  garden.  But  it  must  be  kept  in  scale.  Your 
garden  should  be  “established.”  All  plants  in  the 
container  garden  must  he  planted  and  must  be 
confined  to  the  container  Because  they  are 
expected  to  be  established  gardens,  AVSA  rules 
discourage  schedule  writers  from  assigning  class 
themes  to  container  gardens. 

The  first  step  in  creating  a  container  garden  is 
planning  your  design.  Check  and  recheck  your 
schedule  to  be  sure  of  the  overall  show  theme, 
class  description,  size,  and  any  other  limits. 
Either  develop  a  clear  mental  picture,  or  draw 
your  design  from  overhead  and  from  the  sides, 
as  it  is  to  be  viewed.  A  garden  viewed  from  table 
level  benefits  from  a  different  plant  arrangement 
than  one  seen  from  eye  level.  If  it  is  to  be  viewed 
from  the  front,  place  the  tallest  plants  in  back.  If 
viewed  from  all  sides,  tall  plants  should  be  in  the 
center. 

Your  landscape  should  not  be  flat.  Rather,  of 
differing  levels  of  terrain.  Plan  for  hills,  valleys, 
cliffs,  forests,  and  open  areas  like  meadows.  If 
you  use  a  river  or  footpath,  don’t  let  it  cross 


your  design  horizontally.  Bring  your  land 
surface  down  low  in  front  so  a  mass  of  soil 
doesn’t  distract  the  viewer. 

Remember  the  elements  and  principles  of 
composition: 

Proportion  and  scale:  This  is  the  relative 
amount  of  one  component  to  another  -  light  to 
dark,  filled  space  to  empty  space,  the  relative 
size  of  plants  or  materials  to  one  another  and  to 
the  whole  design. 

Balance:  Use  triangles  and  odd  numbers  for 
asymmetrical  balance.  Open  areas  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  space,  just  as  planted  areas  are. 
Formal  gardens  are  more  likely  to  be  symmet¬ 
rical.  You  can  use  even  numbers  and  have  the 
visual  weight  distributed  evenly  on  either  side 
of  a  central  axis. 

Line.  This  is  one  of  the  elements  new  design¬ 
ers  tend  to  miss.  This  is  the  path  your  eye 
follows  when  viewing  the  garden.  Like  in  other 
arrangements,  the  path  can  be  straight,  vertical, 
horizontal,  crescent,  or  “S”  curved,  etc. 

Rhythm  and  Repetition:  It’s  soothing  to 
our  minds  to  find  some  repetition  in  a  miniature 
garden,  like  a  symphonic  theme  or  the  chorus 
of  a  hymn. 

Accent  or  Focal  Point:  Some  say  your  violet 
isn’t  required  to  be  the  focal  point.  Others  insist, 
“Always  your  violet.”  I  say,  it’s  just  a  good  idea 
to  make  the  violet  your  focal  point  in  an  African 
violet  show.  Never  allow  an  accessory  to  become 
the  dominant  point  in  a  garden. 

Unity:  Does  it  all  flow  and  fit  together? 

Re-check  the  schedule  to  be  sure  you  are  on 
course.  However,  keep  in  mind  that  the  fun  of  it 
all  is  the  most  important  element  of  a  miniature 
garden  for  you  and  your  viewers! 

From  The  Dixie  News, 
Publication  of  the  Dixie  AVS 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  cn  forces 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  tn  Taurus 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  In  Gemini 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pesis,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  In  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  In  Teo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  In  Yfrgo 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  In  Ttbra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  In  Scorpio 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  In  Sc^lHarlws 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  In  Capricorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  In  f^arlus 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  In  Pisces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


September  Moon  Tab)© 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Wed 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th  1:22  pm 

2  Thu 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

3  Fri  2:50  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

4  Sat 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

5  Sun  5:45  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

6  Mon 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

7  Tue  5:53  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

8  Wed 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

New  6:30  am 

9  Thu  5:01  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

10  Fri 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

11  Sat  5:21  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

12  Sun 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

13  Mon  8:52  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

14  Tue 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

15  Wed  4:30  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd  1:50  am 

16  Thu 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

17  Fri 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

18  Sat  3:35  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

19  Sun 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

20  Mon  4:15  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

21  Tue 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

22  Wed 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

23  Thu  4:47  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  5:17  am 

24  Fri 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

25  Sat  4:17  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

26  Sun 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

27  Mon 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

28  Tue  2:10  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

29  Wed 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

30  Thu  9:46  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th  11:52  pm 
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October  Moon  Tab)© 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Fri 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

2  Sat  2:21  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

3  Sun 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

4  Mon  4:00  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

5Tue 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

6  Wed  3:52  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

7  Thu 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

New  2:45  pm 

8  Fri  3:52  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

9  Sat 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

10  Sun  6:09  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

11  Mon 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

12  Tue 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

13  Wed  12:17  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

14  Thu 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd  5:27  pm 

15  Fri  10:24  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

16  Sat 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

17SunlO:52  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fmitful 

2nd 

18  Mon 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

19  Tue 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

20  Wed  11:23  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

21  Thu 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

22  Fri  10:30  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

Full  9:37  pm 

23  Sat 

Ihurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

24  Sun 

Tturus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

25  Mon  7:47  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

26  Tue 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

27  Wed  3:14  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

28  Thu 

Cancer 

Water 

Fmitful 

3rd 

29  Fri  8:39  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

30  Sat 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th  8:46  am 

31  Sun  11:51  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

Rethinking  How  to  Set  African  Violet  Leaves 

By  Marie  Montague 


During  the  past  year,  I  have  encountered  a  major 
problem,  and  others  have  also  mentioned  having  it. 
I  can  set  a  tray  of  leaves,  and  within  a  day,  they  all 
become  a  slimy  mess.  After  setting  leaves  for 
sixteen  years,  and  telling  others  how  to  do  the 
same,  suddenly,  very  few  of  my  leaves  will  set. 

I  use  very  heavy  wet  soil  when  repotting  (which 
I  love),  but  perhaps  the  soil  is  just  too  wet  for 
leaves.  At  a  recent  violet  meeting,  I  finally  asked  a 
grower  how  wet  her  soil  was  for  leaves,  and  she 
said,  “damp.”  She  also  mentioned  that  she  used  a 
plant  starter.  I  had  plenty  of  Allegro  tonic  for 
African  violet  cuttings  and  young  plants  on  hand, 
and  I  decided  to  give  it  a  try.  At  the  same  time,  1 
received  my  African  Violet  Magazine  (March-April 
2010  issue)  and  carefully  read  an  article  on 
“Potting  Up  Leaves.” 

I  looked  closely  at  the  soil  mentioned,  and 
realized  that  the  amount  of  perlite  was  three  times 
as  much  as  I’ve  been  using!  It  was  a  lot  easier  to 
use  the  same  soil  for  repotting  and  for  setting  my 


leaves,  all  at  the  same  time.  I  decided  against 
placing  leaves  in  small  baggies  because  there  were 
too  many  to  do. 

I  remembered  back  when  I  could  set  a  tray  of 
leaves,  finding  success  with  all  but  a  couple  of 
them.  At  that  time,  I  watered  the  newly  planted 
leaves  and  set  them  on  newspaper  to  dry  out  over 
night.  After  that,  I  then  placed  them  in  covered 
trays.  (If  you  just  touch  the  leaves  and  there  is  no 
movement,  there  is  a  good  chance  they’ve  set.) 

Setting  leaves  this  new  way  takes  a  bit  more 
time,  and  two  containers  of  soil  are  needed  -  one 
for  potting  soil,  and  the  other  with  a  heavy  amount 
of  perlite  mixed  in  for  setting  leaves.  You  should 
actually  see  a  heavy  concentration  of  the  perlite. 

There  is  a  something  to  be  learned  from  this 
experience.  Talk  to  your  club  members  if  you  are 
having  a  problem  and  read  your  violet  magazines. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AYS 
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Confession 

By  Camille  Fiorillo  •  Sunshine  AVS 
San  Antonio,  TX 


I  am  not  a  morning  person  -  not  even  close. 
To  make  things  worse  -  I  don’t  drink  coffee!  My 
morning  persona  has  been  termed  at  best, 
Grumpy  Bear,  and  at  worst  -  unprintable. 

So  what  could  bring  a  smile  on  a  workday 
morning  to  this  night  owl’s  face? 

My  kitchen  window  shelf  of  “no  name” 
African  violets.  Yes,  my  poor  little  orphans 
rescued  from  the  uncaring  hands  of  the  grocery 
and  box  stores.  (Gasp!)  I  have  been  tempted  and 
succumbed  to  the  unnamed,  mass  marketed, 
inexpensive  offerings.  (Look  it’s  an  Optimara!  -  I 
bet  I  can  figure  out  what  it  is  on  the  web  site  - 
yeah,  right) 

I  am  not  by  any  means  alone  in  this  subver¬ 
sive  pursuit.  Come  on,  ‘fess  up  -  you  know  who 
you  are.  Who  among  you  has  not  strolled  by  the 
garden  or  floral  department  “just  to  see  what 
they  have”,  and,  making  sure  no  one  is  looking, 
did  a  quick  grooming  on  a  few  of  the  plants  to 
make  them  look  more  attractive.  (“Mommy  - 
that  lady  is  picking  the  flowers.”).  Just  like  the 
orphan  animals  at  the  shelter,  they  need  a  little 
sprucing  up  to  make  sure  they  are  picked  to  go 
to  a  good  home. 

My  “no  names”  live  on  my  east-facing 
kitchen  window  right  over  the  sink  -  lovely  light 
and  plenty  of  moisture.  Just  to  make  sure,  I  put  a 
single  grow  bulb  in  the  kitchen  sink  light  fixture. 
It  is  so  high  up,  I’m  sure  its  value  is  minimal.  On 
a  practical  note,  I  always  keep  these  violets 


segregated  from  my  main  collection  to  avoid  any 
kind  of  soil  or  airborne  contamination. 

They  are  planted  in  an  assortment  of  solo 
cups,  yogurt  cups,  tea  cups,  odd  planters,  and  sit 
on  thrift  shop  saucers.  As  a  reward  for  rescuing 
them  from  an  unknown  fate,  these  little  lovelies 
reward  me  each  morning  with  a  burst  of  joyful 
color.  They  lighten  my  spirit  and  start  my  day  on 
a  positive  note. 

I  may  be  rationalizing,  but  1  can’t  help  but 
believe  that  this  is  the  bread  and  butter  income 
for  any  number  of  growers  and  hybridizers. 
These  are  also  the  “hook  “that  often  catches  an 
interest  in  African  violets  to  begin. 

When  I  finally  had  a  window  shelf  with 
acceptable  growing  conditions,  I  thought  I  would 
try  an  African  violet.  It  was  so  pretty,  I  thought 
it  needed  a  companion.  Of  course,  now  that  I 
had  two  colors,  purple  and  pink,  I  needed  a 
white.  Oh  look,  a  bicolor,  but  that’s  an  even 
number.  Everyone  knows  you  should  have  an 
odd  number... get  the  picture? 

My  windowsill  plants  will  never  go  to  a  show, 
never  be  asked  for  a  leaf  to  share,  and  never 
achieve  the  height  of  symmetrical  perfection. 
They  do,  however,  bring  a  smile  to  my  face.  If 
you  ever  had  the  misfortune  to  have  to  deal  with 
me  before  noon,  you  would  know  what  a 
marvelous  accomplishment  that  is. 

From  The  Lone  Star  AV  Council  Newsletter 
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AVSA  Annual  Library  Message 

Anne  Nicholas,  Chairman  •  New  Club  Programs  Available 


Our  AVSA  affiliates  are  always  looking  for  new 
and  interesting  programs  for  meetings.  The 
Library  committee  had  two  new  programs  for  sale 
in  Raleigh,  and  they  certainly  were  popular! 
These  new  DVDs  are  Growing  African  Violet 
Trailers  by  Dr.  Bill  Price,  and  Species  to 
Spectacular  by  Pat  Hancock.  Both  provide  a  won¬ 
derful  opportunity  for  clubs  to  expand  their  pro¬ 
gram  options.  The  trailer  DVD  is  designed  to  be 
used  in  two  different  club  meetings.  While  the 
entire  DVD  is  only  28  minutes,  if  it  is  divided,  it 
provides  ample  time  for  discussion,  demonstra¬ 
tions,  and  any  ‘hands-on’  trailer  activity.  The 
subject  of  one  club  meeting  could  be  on  basic  cul¬ 
ture  of  trailers  and  the  second  program  could  be 
grooming  and  preparing  trailers  for  show.  The 
complete  list  of  AVSA  Library  Materials  For 
Sale  is  below. 

Pat  Hancock’s  Species  to  Spectacular  is  an 


informative  28  minute  program  on  the  history  of 
the  progression  of  the  African  violet  in  the  US.  It  is 
packed  with  vintage  photos  from  the  early  violets 
and  growers  through  more  recent  hybrids  and 
current  growers.  Pat’s  narrative  of  the  history  of 
the  violet  is  fascinating  and  can  be  an  outstanding 
program  for  any  affiliate. 

Both  DVDs  can  be  ordered  either  from  the  AVSA 
website  or  from  the  AVSA  office.  Don’t  forget  to 
check  the  list  of  other  educational  programs  that  are 
currently  available  on  the  website  and  from  the 
office.  Next,  the  Library  Committee  will  have  a 
program  giving  a  full  review  of  the  2010  Raleigh 
Convention,  complete  with  beautiful  photos  of 
winners,  new  introductions,  and  the  unusual,  ready 
for  fall.  Plan  your  programs  today. 

The  AVSA  Library  Complete  List  of  Rentals 
can  now  be  found  on  the  AVSA  Web  site. 
AVSA.org 


AVSA  Library  Materials  For  Sale 


221  DVD  -  “Growing  African  Violet 
Trailers”  by  Dr.  Bill  Price  28  minutes. 
Included  are  Bill  Price’s  methods  for  the 
culture,  propagation,  and  show  preparation 
of  African  violet  trailer.  $19.95 

222  DVD  -  “Species  to  Spectacular”  by 
Pat  Hancock  28  minutes.  Traces  the 
development  of  the  African  violet  from  its 
introduction  to  the  United  States  to  current 
trends  in  hybridizing.  $19.95 

219  DVD  -  Understanding  the  African 
Violet  Species  (2  DVD  set)  $29.95 

AVSA  Members:  DVD  $19.95  CD  $10.95 
Non-Members:  DVD  $21.95  CD  $12.95 

223  DVD  -  “The  Once  and  Future 
Violet”  2010”A  narrated  show  of  the 
winners  at  the  2010  AVSA  convention 
plus  people,  places,  and  events  from  the 
convention  in  Raleigh,  NC. 

224  CD  -  “The  Once  and  Future 
Violet”  2010  -  Raleigh,  NC. 

220  CD  -  “African  Violets  Around  the 
Biggest  Little  City”  -  2009  Reno,  NV. 

220  DVD  -  “African  Violets  Around  the 
Biggest  Little  City”  -  2009  Reno,  NV. 


218  DVD  -  “African  Violet  Trailers”. 

217  DVD  -  “Get  Your  Violet  Kicks  on 
Route  66!”  2008  A  narrated  show  of  the 
winners  at  the  AVSA  Convention  and 
Show  at  Tulsa  plus  places,  people,  and 
events  from  the  convention. 

216  DVD  -  “From  Tucson  to  Tulsa.” 
2004  -  2008  This  audio  narration  and 
photography  showcases  five  years  of  new 
introductions. 

215  CD  -  “The  Pittman  Way  of 
Growing”  An  update  of  the  older  Pittman 
slide  show.  This  power  point  presentation 
has  photos  of  new  Pittman  hybrids,  and 
basic  hints  for  propagating,  hybridizing, 
growing,  and  showing. 

214  CD  -  “The  Other  Gesneriads”  A 
power  point  presentation  of  outstanding 
photography  and  hints  for  growing, 
showing,  and  judging  the  Other  Gesneriads. 
213  CD  -  “African  Violet  Troubles”  An 
update  of  the  older  35  mm  slide  show 
“African  Violet  Troubles.”  This  CD  is  a 
replica  of  earlier  photography.  The 
vintage  look  and  information  is  a  look 
back  at  earlier,  but  still  useful,  violet 
growing  techniques. 


Specially  Priced  DVDs 
AVSA  Members:  $14.95 
Non-Members:  $16.45 

211  DVD  -  “Colorado,  From  the 
Mountains  to  the  Prairie.”  2007 

Showcasing  the  Denver  winners  with 
photography  and  audio  narrative. 
Includes  the  traditional  slide  show  as  well 
as  many  extras  and  reference  materials 
enough  for  more  than  one  affiliate 
meeting. 

210  DVD  -  “Violets  Vacation  in 
Minnesota”  2006  Beautiful  photography 
and  audio  narrative.  Award  winning 
exhibits  from  the  AVSA  Show  and 
Convention. 

209  DVD  -  “Violets  Reign  in  the 
Queen  City”  2005  Beautiful  photog¬ 
raphy  and  audio  narrative.  Award  win¬ 
ning  exhibits  from  the  AVSA  Show  and 
Convention. 

207  DVD  -  “A  Fiesta  of  Violets”  2004 

Beautiful  photography  and  audio 
narrative.  Award  winning  exhibits  from 
the  AVSA  Show  and  Convention. 
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Experience  Philadelphia 

By  Trisha  Spagnuolo  and  Sandy  Skalski 

Photos  Courtesy  of  the  Philadelphia  Convention  and  Visitor’s  Bureau 


The  City  of  Brotherly  Love  looks  forward  to 
sharing  the  fun  and  excitement  of  its  memorable 
and  historic  sites  with  AVSA  members.  You’ll  be 
able  to  take  a  walk  into  history,  strolling  the 
cobblestone  streets  surrounding  Independence 
Hall.  See  the  heritage  of  our  country  in  her 
unique  symbols  of  freedom:  the  Liberty 
Bell,  National 
Constitution  Center, 

Betsy  Ross’s  home, 
and  many  more. 

Amazing  exhibits 
of  science  and 
history  await  you 
at  the  Franklin 
Institute  or  the 
Mutter  Museum 
where  walls  of 
skulls,  and  the  early 
history  of  medical 
science  are  found.  If 
the  Philadelphia 
Phillies  are  in  town,  you  can  relax  in  the  park  with 
a  traditional  Philly  Cheesesteak.  Or  perhaps  a  visit 
to  the  famous  Eastern  State  Penitentiary,  the 
historic,  and  some  say  haunted,  post-revolutionary 
prison  that  was  home  to  the  likes  of  A1  Capone 
and  bank  robber  Willie  Sutton. 

Enjoy  a  stroll  along  the  river  at  Penn’s  Landing. 
Dine  on  International  or  American 
cuisine  at  one  of  the  many  fine, 
affordable  restaurants  that  line  South 
Street  in  downtown  Philadelphia. 

There  is  also  the  Philadelphia  Zoo, 
and  shopping  -  from  the  boutiques  of 
Olde  City  and  South  Street,  to  the 
Franklin  Mills  outlets,  there’s  some¬ 
thing  for  everyone! 

There  is  also  plenty  to  do  on  the 
“other  side  of  the  river,”  just  a  short 
distance  from  our  convention  site, 
the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel,  Cherry  Hill, 


NJ.  Enjoy  the  beauty  of  ocean  life  at  Adventure 
Aquarium,  and  a  symbol  of  America’s  Naval 
history  -  the  Battleship  New  Jersey.  One  of  New 
Jersey’s  quaint  suburbs,  Historic  Haddenfield, 
known  for  historic  homes,  a  Colonial  Tavern,  and 
village  ambiance,  offers  village-like  boutiques. 

Head  further  south  into  New  Jersey  and  you’ll 

find  several  winer¬ 
ies  on  the  way  to 
Atlantic  City.  While 
there,  visit  the 
Boardwalk,  Salt 
Water  Taffy  Co., 
and  the  Casino 
Resorts.  You’ll  also 
want  to  visit 
Wheaton  Village 
where  glass  works 
of  art  have  been 
produced  for  cen¬ 
turies.  Watch  as 
artisans  make 
paperweights  and  other  glass  products,  or 
maybe  try  your  hand  at  it  by  signing  up  for  one 
of  the  “make-your-own”  classes. 

Some  of  these  places  will  be  included  in  our 
scheduled  tours.  We  look  forward  to  welcoming 
you  all  to  Philadelphia  for  the  2011  AVSA 
National  Convention! 


USS  New  Jersey 


National  Constitution  Center 
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My  First  Show 

An  Introduction  to  Violets  for  a  Youth  Grower 

By  Carolyn  Garvey 


Last  year  my  friend  and  I  took  a  class  to  learn 
about  African  violets.  I  thought  that  growing 
plants  would  be  really  hard.  I  potted  plants  in  the 
class,  and  afterward  I  got  to  take  them  home.  I 
had  to  make  sure  I  remembered  to  water  them, 
but  not  too  much  or  they  would  drown.  After  a 
long  period  of  time,  I  noticed  that  growing  was 
fun  but  also  took  a  lot  of  hard  work.  I  had  to 
make  sure  the  plants  were  watered.  I  had  to 
re-pot  some  of  them  and  try  to  keep  them 
looking  pretty.  Soon  it  was  time  to  go  to  the 
show.  I  was  so  excited! 

When  my  dad  and  I  finally  got  to  the  plant 
show,  we  had  to  wait  in  a  line  for  a  while.  But  I 
didn’t  focus  on  that.  Instead,  I  looked  at  all  the 
awesome  plants,  and  before  I  knew  it,  my  dad 
and  I  were  checking  ours  in!  After  a  little  talking 
and  writing,  my  dad  and  I  were  walking  to  the 
table  where  our  plants  would  be  displayed.  While 
my  plants  were  sitting  in  the  youth  area,  I  didn’t 
know  what  was  going  to  happen  next!  I  tried  not 
to  think  about  it  because  then  I  would  get  even 
more  excited.  My  dad  chatted  with  other  people, 
and  then  we  left. 


The  next  day,  we  were  back  at  the  plant 
show!  I  ran  over  to  my  table,  and  I  noticed  that 
neither  my  plants  nor  my  dad’s  plant  had  been 
judged  yet.  We  went  and  talked  to  a  nice  lady; 
her  name  was  Anne  Marie.  After  a  while,  we 
noticed  that  our  plants  were  finally  judged!  My 
dad  was  happy  that  he  got  a  blue  ribbon!  When  I 
looked  at  my  plants,  they  also  got  blue  ribbons, 
but  one  of  them  didn’t  only  get  a  blue  ribbon  it 
also  got  ‘Best  in  Class’  and  ‘Best  Youth  Grower.’  I 
was  so  proud  of  myself  that  I  became  a  member 
of  the  Bay  State  club.  In  the  next  competition,  I 
will  go  against  adults  (my  dad  included).  We 
were  both  proud  of  ourselves!  Everyone  there 
was  so  nice  to  me,  and  they  even  gave  me  some 
plants  to  take  home  at  the  end  of  the  show. 

Editor’s  Note:  Carolyn  is  a  ten-year-old  who 
attended  a  “Youth  Growers’  Class”  given  by 
members  of  the  Gateway  AVC,  after  the  2009 
Bay  State  AVS  (MA)  show.  They  convinced  her 
to  get  her  dad  to  join  Gateway. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 


“We’re  Havin’  a  Heat  Wave,  a 
Tropical  Heat  Wave...” 

By  Leonard  Re 


We  just  went  through  our  first  heat  wave  this 
year.  With  temperatures  in  the  upper  90’s  and 
low  100’s,  our  plants  become  stressed.  I  do 
several  things  when  this  occurs.  First,  I  usually 
run  my  lights  around  eleven  hours  per  day  under 
normal  conditions.  However,  with  these  recent 
temperatures,  I  reduce  the  lights  by  an  hour  or 
two.  Some  growers  runs  their  lights  at  night,  and 


others  reduce  them  to  eight  hours  per  day.  If  the 
heat  continues  beyond  a  few  days,  keep  your 
light  hours  reduced  as  long  as  it  is  exceptionally 
hot.  And  if  you  are  growing  in  natural  light,  pull 
the  plants  back  from  the  windows  to  prevent 
sunburn.  Another  thing  I  do  is  cut  my  fertilizer 
back  by  half.  If  you  are  feeding  V4  teaspoon,  use 
1/8  teaspoon  in  this  heat. 
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Row  io  Grow  Prize-Winning 


CAN  VlOUSTS, 

■ 


_ 


_ , 


CLASSIFIED  AD 


Three  Oak  Violets:  leaves  of  semis  and  minis  from 
award-winning  grower.  No  minimum  U.S.  only. 
http://threeoakviolets.weebly.com 


wwwTbreenthumbpress.com 

IH  I  J Book  by  Nancy  Kobitaille 

mm  $12  49  (usd) 

+  $10.  50  Shipping  and  handling 

Total:  $2229  IUSD) 

INSECTS,  PESTS  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  FAMILY 


The  Violet  Showcase 

jy\ 

3147  South  Broadway 

Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

(303)  761-1770  Established  1969 

Wl 

mf 

See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 

r 

— r£> 

www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 

MRS  STREP  STREPS 

Streptocarpus,  Chiritas,  Kohlerias,  plus  many  other  Gesneriads: 

Email  for  list  of  available  plants  by  mail  order. 
Kathy  Spissman,  4086  Brownlee  Dr., 
Tucker,  GA  30084,  770-939-5289 
Call  for  an  appointment.  Check  out  my  Ebay  store: 

http://stores.ebay.com/mrsstrepstreps. 
Now  on  Facebook:  MrsStrepStreps  •  Mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 


The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 
Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


Stanford,  KY  40484 
Ph  -  606-282-3432 


African  Violets,  Chiritas,  Columneas  & 
Other  Gesneriads . Plants  or  Cuttings! 


^  Eat  a  Bullfrog  first  thing  each  morning  and  nothing 
worse  will  happen  to  you  the  rest  of  the  day! 


Current  Catalog  $3.00 
Or  order  online  at 

www.orderafricanviolets.com 

Special:  25  leaves  (our  choice)  for  $28.00  ppd. 

Six  plants  (our  choice)  $30.00  ppd. 

You  may  choose  mini/semi,  standard,  trailers  or  mix. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover  Card,  AMX 
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5  ave  the  AVIld  iSaintpaulia 

Will  the  Wild  At,  ' lain  Violet  S  urvive ? 


w 


lid  *Sair 


found  onh 


ntpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very 
limited  habitat  in  a  handful  of  mountain  and 
coastal  rainforests  known  by  scientists  as  the  Eastern 
Arc.  M  uch  of  the  Arc  rainforests  have  been  destroyed 
by  man. 


The  Ah  ican  Ramiorest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Samtpaulia  habitat. 
You  can  plav a  critical  role. 


play ; 

$So.oo  -  Contributor 
$100.00  -  Rahki  (Friend) 

$2So  .00  -  jNTdugu  (C  omrade) 

$5  oo.oo  -  Bwana  au  Bibi  (Patron) 
$1,000.00  Ml  lifadi  (Conservator) 

$S,ooo .oo  _M_ezi  (Guardian) 

Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  made  to: 

African  Rainforest  Conservancy '  56o  IB  roadway.  Suite  202 
New  York,  NY  10012 
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Qardener 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


Greenhouse 


100’s  African  violets  and  supplies 
Online  growing  help  and  photos 
Fast  shipping  of  all  supplies 
Online  Message  forums 


www.REEDSGREENHOUSE.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  Dept  AV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

Introducing  some  of  our  NEW  varieties  to  tempt  you  for  2010: 


Snowkissed  Plum 
Splendid  Chaos 
Heaven's  Smile 
Red  Rocket 
Spun  Sugar 


Perfect  Harmony 
Hearts  Aflutter 
Sierra  Sunrise 
Cosmic  Art 
Lacy  Lass 


Lucky  Devil  Gum  Drop 

To  receive  our  2010  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  mountains!  Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 

To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.lyndOlllyOn.com 


I 
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IQS 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  1 2  =  $76.86  24  =  $1 44.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod  s  accepted 

74“  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  H  x27"Wx  12"  D 


Gree^q, 

W  Apex,  NC  (O 

At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 


919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


African  Violets  for 
Everyone 

by  Ruth  Coulson 

The  book for  all  lovers  of  African  violets 

Includes  a  CD  of  images  and 
an  informative  presentation. 

180  x  240  mm  (7x9  1/2  in.) 
Paperback,  90  p.,  12  full  colour. 

$28.50  plus  postage  $14.00  in 
US/Can.,  $3.90  Aust. 

(Australian  currency) 

Enquire  for  other  postal  zones. 
Discounts  apply  for  10  or  more  copies. 

Orders  and  contact: 

Mail :  5  Colban  Street, 

Balcolyn  NSW  2264  Australia 
Email :  ruthcoulson@iprimus.com.au 
0?iline:  www.africanvioletsforeveryone.net 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Slnningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372  S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Price  list:  $1 .00 

Springfield,  MO  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


JoS  Violets 

/L^ryv)  African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 

www.josviolets.com  or 

send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr 

Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344 

josviolets@yahoo.com 

Producing  and  Selling  African  Violet  Seeds  Since  1976 
Please  visit  us  at  NadeauAfricanVioletSeeds.com 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 

WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 
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92C  Millington 
Winfield,  %an»ao  67156 


{Pattg’a  {Plants  <£  Gniique. » 

90  Oiaoc  751 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 
Begonias  &  Ferns 


•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated  if  1  in  tests. 


-  Wick  Saucers 

-  AgroSun  Light 
Bulbs 


•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available.  -  Self-watering  Pots 

- : - -  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG  _  Leaf  Rings 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
web  site: www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(2i 9)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Gc  rys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


African  Violets  &  Supplies 


[(Violet  galley] 

.  a*  **•-€•*’  _ 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Leaves, 
Species,  and  Vintage  Varieties 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures. 
Send  $3  for  our  print  version  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  mpetry@embarqmail.com  Phone  (717)  528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


TravisNiolets 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2010  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’  VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA.  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


§< PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.cdm 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


Oyama  Planters 
Leaf  Support  Rings 
Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 
Fertilizer 

Pest  Control  Products 
Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Mrs.  Irene  Henry 
349  Hyman  Drive 

Dollard  des  Ormeaux,  QC  H9B  1L5 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


rer 


dw  y 


Bel  isle’s  Violet 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  'SinKingia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  1 1 1 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


i  -U 


Oyama 

^  V  Self-Watering  Planters 

DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthus,  Chirita,  Columnea,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpas...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  A  frican 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Soeiety  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads ,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world's 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 

Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
as  an  information  exchange  platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


Plteven  t  Plant  Ptlupp. 

African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 

234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221-3832  •  (210)922-0208 


'Blcmteom 

Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.eom 
For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


The  American  Orchid  Society 
Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 
Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 
Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 
E-mai!  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 


lAJorlzdli 


op 

Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

P^a  n  PPcwids 


RECEIVES 


941  FM  2377 
Red  Oak.  Texas  75154 
2)  617-1198 


JauLclson 

(972)  617-1186 
email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 
For  CATALOG 


CAPE  GOBiWLEiTRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


Violet  Barn 

9-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 
Home  of  ‘Rob's*  and  ‘Ma’s’  hybrids.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

MA'S  FUZZY  SUPPERS.  Lovely  sdbl.  white  pansies  with 
distinctive,  frilly  deep  pink  edges.  Heavily  serrated, 
variegated  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  PARIS  AFFAIR.  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  deep  pink  pansies 
heavily  splashed  with  white  fantasy  streaks.  Perfectly 
growing,  dark,  variegated  foliage.  Easy  grower,  and 
bloomer,  nice  showplant.  $7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

ROB'S  ASTRO  ZOMBIE.  Sdbl.  deep  blue-purple  stars  with 
lots  of  very  bright  rose-pink  puffs  throughout.  Dark, 
pointed,  foliage.  Easy  grower,  profuse  bloomer, 
"otherworldly"  blooms.  Semimini  $7.00 

ROB'S  JACUZZI  FLOOZIE.  Round,  sdbl,  white  pansies  with 
fuchsia-red  side-stripes.  Round,  heavily  variegated 
foliage.  Semimini  chimera.  $12.00 

NEW  STREPTOCARPUS 

BRISTOL'S  COSTUME  PARTY.  Fringed,  bright  lavender- 
purple  sdbl.  with  dark  purple  veining  from  throat  and 
rose-pink  fantasy.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  JIMMIES.  Adorable!  Carmine-pink  sdbl.  blooms 
with  sporadic  white  fantasy  streaks.  Very  heavy, 
constant  bloomer  on  a  small-growing  plant.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  PINK  PRISS.  Lovely,  fringed,  deep  shell-pink 
blooms  with  butter-yellow  throat.  Dark,  quilted, 
foliage.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SALT  SHAKER.  Fantastic!  Very  unusual, 

ocean-blue  blooms  heavily  peppered  and  streaked  in 
sparkling  white  fantasy.  Non-stop  blooms  over  easy, 
dark,  foliage.  Excellent.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SUNBEAM.  Large,  brilliant  white  blooms  with 
large,  even  brighter,  yellow  throat.  You'll  need 
sunglasses!  $6.00 

...Hundreds  more  listed  on  our  web-site  and  catalog, 
other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each,  minis  and  streps 
at  $5.00 

$350  in  cash  and  prizes  offered  at  the  2010  Show  for 
our  hybrids! 


NEW  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

BLUE  SKIRT  (Golubye  Inbochki).  Large,  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  'thumbprints'  on  petals.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  CZARITZA  MAGNOLIA  (Tsaritsa  magnoliya).  Large, 
double  white  stars,  medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  HANGING  GARDENS  (Sady  semiramidy).  Wow!  Very 
large  and  double  red  stars.  Medium  green  foliage. 
$7.00 

EK  RAINBOW  OF  LOVE  (Raduga  Ljubvil).  Large,  hot-pink 
dbl.  stars.  Dark,  red-backed  foliage.  $7.00 

SWEETIE  (Konfetka).  Double  hot-pink  pansies  with 
greenish-white  edges.  Medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

TOUCH  ME  NOT  (Nedotroga).  Double  white  stars  with 
dark  pink  eye  and  'thumbprint'.  Medium  green 
foliage.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  new  and  recent  'Russian' 
varieties! 

HAVE  THESE  RECENT  FAVORITES? 

MA'S  FAT FROGGIE.  Huge,  fully  dbl.  white  star  carnation 
blooms  with  thick,  deep  green  edging.  Wavy, 
variegated  std.  foliage.  $8.00 

MA'S  GLASS  SLIPPER.  Frilly  sdbl.  white  pansies  with  blue 
speckling  in  edge  of  pink.  Wavy,  serrated,  variegated 
standard  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  HICKIE.  Introduced  late,in'09  so  new  to  most.  Sdbl. 
white  pansies  with  lavender  side  stripes,  variable, 
ruffled  green  edge.  Variegated  standard  foliage. 
Chimera.  $17.00 

ROB'S  CHILLY  WILLY.  Best  mini  at  2008  AVSA.  Dbl. 

sparkling  white  to  silver  fluted  stars  with  blue  overlay 
and  edges.  Tiny  white,  yellow,  and  green  variegate 
miniature  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  COMBUSTIBLE  PIGEON.  Best  New  Cultivar  and  Best 
semimini  at  2008  AVSA.  Sdbl.  pink  pansies  with  blue 
fantasy  and  white  edging.  Lovely  green,  gold 
variegated  semimini  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  PLAID  SKIRT.  Eye-catching  sdbl.  pink  stars  with  blue 
splashes  and  white  edges.  Cream,  green  variegated 
semimini.  $5.00 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS.  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcias,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

PRICES:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  15,  add  $12  per  order  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 
We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  our  web-site  or  call  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $35  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME-SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW.VIOLETBARN.COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  1-5  p.m. 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  www.theviolethouse.com  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  p.m.,  Web-orders  anytime! 


AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 
check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
1 1473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynn_lombard@worldnet.att.net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valornet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annanaale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Philadelphia,  PA  /  Cheny 
Hill,  NJ  May  15 -May  22,  2011. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  Judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  Email  <ruthloomis@msn.com>.  A  registration 
fee  of  $15  is  required. 

LIBRARY:  Prefer  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer's  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-266 7.  E-mail  <janice@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to: 
Meredith  Hall,  P.  0.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY.  Please 
check  for  new  prices  on  AVSA  Show  Packets. 

Rates  for  SSA  packet  and  AVSA  collection  rosettes:  SSA 
PACKET  PACKET,  NO  ROSETTES  -  $5;  SSA  PACKET  WITH  1 
OR  2  ROSETTES  -  $12.50;  SSA  Packet  with  2  sets  of  rosettes 
-  $20.00;  SSA  packet  with  3  sets  of  rosettes  -  $27.50, 
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MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or 
mechanical,  without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles 
are  property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without 
Editor’s  permission.  AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  E-mail  <rmmsey@earthlink.net>. 
ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND 
MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 

issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1 ;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1 . 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar.  issue 
-Jan.  1;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July  issue  -  May  1;  Sept,  issue  - 
July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,"Albany,  OR  97321. 
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President’s  Message 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President 

I  sure  welcome  this  cooler  weather 
in  Texas.  It  has  been  quite  hot  this 
year.  Jan  and  I  enjoy  this  time  of  year 
and  attending  the  fall  shows.  We  will 
be  attending  the  Lone  Star  AVC  con¬ 
vention  and  show  the  first  week-end 
in  November  in  Kerrville,  Texas.  We 
also  made  the  Ohio  State  AVS  and 
Missouri  Valley  AVS  shows. 

The  Executive  Committee  had  their 
fall  meeting  at  the  Ohio  State  AVS 
convention  the  weekend  of  September  16,  2010. 
We  want  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Ohio  State 
AVS  for  giving  us  the  opportunity  to  meet  there. 
We  had  an  wonderful  time. 

It’s  that  time  of  year  for  members  to  get  their 
nominations  in  for  AVSA  Awards.  The  AVSA 
Awards  Committee  Chair,  Marge  Savage,  has  an 
article  in  this  issue  of  the  AVM  on  how  to  submit 
your  member’s  names.  Please  remember  your 
hard-working,  faithful  members  who  keep  your 
local  clubs  and  AVSA  moving  forward. 

There  has  been  a  delay  in  the  new  AVSA'. 
web-site;  but  the  Internet  Committee  along  with 
the  Executive  Committee,  is  working  to  get 
sections  of  the  new  web-site  up  by  the  first  ok 
2011.  ; 

The  convention  insert  for  the  AVSA  2011' 
Philadelphia  Convention  will  be  available  on  the : 
web  site  on  January  1,  201 1.  If  you  do  not  have 
Internet  and  want  the  convention  information,  :■ 
just  contact  the  office  and  they  will  send  it  to 
you  at  no  charge.  There  will  be  additional 
information  about  the  convention  in  the  AVM. 


941  F.  M.  2377  •  Red  Oak,  TX  75154 
Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 

The  survey  taken  at  the  2010 
Raleigh  convention  had  a  number  of 
very  good  suggestions  and  comments. 
As  a  result  of  this  survey,  some  changes 
will  be  seen  at  the  Philadelphia 
Convention  on  May  15  -  May  22, 
2011,  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel 
Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill,  Cherry  Hill,  NJ. 
More  changes  will  be  made  at  the  2012 
Detroit  Convention.  The  Survey 
Committee  is  writing  an  article  for  the 
next  issue  of  the  AVM. 

If  you  have  not  purchased  your  2011 
AVSA  Calendar,  call  the  office  before  they 
are  sold  out.  This  issue  of  the  AVM  has  the 

Holiday  Special  for  the  2011  AVSA  Calendar 

for  a  discounted  price.  I  have  given  several  of 
these  calendars  to  new  members  and  friends. 
They  make  outstanding  gifts  for  senior  members 
in  assisted  living  homes,  and  younger  members 
to  display  in  schools. 

I  want  to  thank  the  members  who  donated  to 
the  Booster  Fund  this  year  for  the  new  com¬ 
puters  for  the.  Office  staff.  Two  computers  have 
been  purchased  and  installed  in  the  office.  AVSA 
thanks  you  for  your  support. 

If  I  can  be.<  of  any  assistance  to  any  member 
feel  free  to  contact  me.  My  name,  address,  and  e- 
mail  are  on  page  2  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 
My  home  phone  number  is:  (972)  617-1 186 
I  want  to  thanks  all  members  for  their  support 
for  AVSA. 

Ron  Davidson 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey ,  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


I  forgot  to  mention  in  the  last  issue 
that  my  good  friend,  Elmer  Godeny, 
co-author  with  Cheryl  Salatino  of 
the  For  Beginners  column,  was 
moving  on  to  other  pursuits  after 
many  years  of  contribution  to  the 
AVM.  Thank  you,  Elmer,  for  sharing 
your  insights  and  experiences  in 
growing  African  violets.  Through  the 
years,  I  have  heard  many  comments 
from  our  members  who  found  your  advice  and 
suggestions  very  helpful. 

Frequent  AVM  Contributor,  Mary  Schaeffer, 
has  agreed  to  come  on  board  in  sharing  the  For 
Beginners  columns  with  Cheryl.  Mary’s  first 
column  will  appear  in  the  January /February  2011 
African  Violet  Magazine .  Mary  has  an  article, 
“Off  with  Her  Head:  Saving  a  Favorite  Violet,’’  on 
page  19  in  this  issue. 

We’re  losing  another  AVM  contributor,  John 
Beaulieu,  whose  full-color  articles  have  been  a 
favorite  with  many  of  our  members.  In  his  article 
in  this  issue,  Turning  Inside  Out  (page  20),  John 
shares  his  newfound  enthusiasm  for  outdoor 
gardening.  Since  he’s  not  giving  up  totally  on 
Gesneriads,  though,  I  hope  that  John  will  write 
for  us  again  in  the  future. 

Each  year  at  the  AVSA  convention,  members 
of  AVSA  are  honored  for  their  dedication  and 
contributions  to  the  society,  their  local  affiliates, 
and  to  the  world  of  African  violets.  On  page  13  is 
Marge  Savage’s  call  for  the  nominees  that  you 
feel  should  be  recognized  by  AVSA. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  all  four  of  my 
Gesneriads  are  still  alive  and  in  good  shape,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  I  forgot  to  ask  anyone  to 
water  them  when  I  was  on  vacation  for  over  two 
weeks.  It’s  nice  that  these  plants  don’t  expect  a  lot 
from  me  and  are  happy  in  their  northern  window, 
watching  the  traffic  on  the  street  below. 

A  few  weeks  before  I  left,  Sinningia  ‘Charles 
Lawn  speciosa’  developed  a  huge  flower  bud. 


Knowing  absolutely  nothing  about 
this  plant,  I  told  Georgene  Albrecht, 
one  of  our  A  Family  Portrait 
columnists,  about  the  bud.  She 
suggested  that  I  use  some  florist’s  wire 
and  fashion  a  shepherd’s  hook  for 
support  when  it  opened.  It  did  open 
after  a  few  days,  and  the  flower  was 
beautiful  and  enormous.  I  showed  it  to 
Jenny  and  Amy,  and  we  all  “oohed” 
and  “ahhed’’  and  enjoyed  looking  at  it. 

Thanks  to  our  members  who  have  been 
sending  me  photos  of  plants  for  the  AVM.  I  have 
had  trouble  with  some  of  the  photos,  mainly  due 
to  them  being  edited  before  they  are  submitted.  A 
couple  of  times  I  had  to  have  an  employee  of  our 
printing  company  work  with  the  photos,  so  they’ll 
be  printable.  I  would  prefer  to  receive  photos 
before  they  are  edited  with  photo  programs  - 
either  professional  versions  or  one  that  was 
included  in  a  software  bundle  or  camera  package.  I 
really  prefer  that  our  photos  are  of  the  actual 
plant ,  as  it  is  seen,  than  enhanced  through 
computer  technology. 

I  had  several  calls  and  emails  from  fellow 
Texans  telling  me  they  were  shocked  I  could 
have  made  the  mistake  of  running  another 
hybridizer’s  name  for  a  plant  that  was  indeed 
hybridized  by  the  late  Lenore  and  J.D.  Munk, 
longtime  hybridizers  from  Houston.  The  plant  in 
question,  ‘Apache  Primrose,’  was  grown  by 
Diane  Miller  and  appeared  on  page  10  in  the 
last  issue.  I  mistakenly  credited  another  fine 
Texas  hybridizer,  Winston  Smith,  creator  of  the 
Wrangler  and  Maverick  series  of  African  violets. 

Also,  on  page  1 1  in  the  last  issue,  I  failed  to 
credit  photographer  Bill  Kritzburg  for  the  photos 
of  ‘Victorian  Parasol’,  grown  by  Diane  Miller, 
and  Strep.  ‘Bristol’s  Nightfall,’  (incorrectly  named 
Strep.  ‘Fire  &  Ice’)  grown  by  Ralph  Cox. 

Enjoy  the  holidays  and  I  wish  you  all  a 
wonderful  2011! 
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2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 

Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 


Office  Update 

By  Jenny  Danger eau,  AVSA  Office  Manager 


Summer  is  finally  over,  and  fall  is 
in  the  air.  It  has  been  a  long,  hot 
summer  in  Southeast  Texas.  We  had 
a  severe  flea  problem  (yes,  fleas!) 
here  in  the  office.  Due  to  major  con¬ 
struction  on  a  nearby  street,  feral  cats 
and  displaced  O’possums,  we  were 
invaded  by  fleas.  Four  possums  were 
trapped  living  under  our  building,  and 
the  building  and  yard  were  sprayed 
for  these  pests.  Also,  with  permission 
from  our  President  Ron  Davidson,  we  put  skirting 
around  the  bottom  of  the  AVSA  building  to  keep 
animals  out,  and  that  has  helped  with  the  flea 
problem. 

Notices  will  go  out  to  the  affiliate  clubs  in  the 
first  part  of  November  for  renewals  of  Liability 
Insurance.  I  am  working  with  the  insurance 
company  to  try  to  keep  the  cost  down,  but  like 
every  thing  else,  it  will  be  going  up  a  little.  It  is 
important  that  your  club  purchases  the 
insurance  as  soon  as  possible.  Even  if  you  don’t 
plan  a  show,  you  may  need  it  for  your  meeting 
location.  Please  purchase  your  club’s 


insurance  as  soon  as  you  receive 
the  notice.  If,  by  the  end  of 
November,  your  club  has  not 
received  the  notice,  please  contact 
the  office  and  request  one.  Also, 
make  sure  that  your  officers  are 
updated  in  our  records,  to  ensure 
that  you  receive  your  proof  of 
insurance. 

With  the  New  Year  right  around 
the  corner,  let  me  remind  you  that  we 
have  the  beautiful  2011  calendar  here  in  the 
office.  Cost  is  $13.95  US  and  $17.95  interna¬ 
tional,  this  includes  shipping.  Order  yours  now  as 
we  have  a  limited  amount.  The  calendar  is 
beautiful,  and  I  know  you  will  love  it.  Thanks  to 
Nancy  Hayes  and  Winston  Goretsky  for  all  the 
work  they  did  to  put  this  together  for  our  mem¬ 
bers.  It  will  make  a  wonderful  Christmas  gift  for 
someone  who  loves  violets,  or  a  thank-you  for 
someone  who  has  worked  hard  for  your  club. 
Order  soon  before  the  Christmas  rush. 

I  hope  you  all  have  a  wonderful  Thanksgiving 
and  a  very  Merry  Christmas! 


Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 
645  Hudson  Avenue  •  Thmpa,  FL  33606-3926 
Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


Affiliate  Update 

A  new  AVSA  Affiliated  Club 
is  starting  up  in  the  Akron,  OH  area. 
If  you  are  interested  in  joining, 
Contact  Nancy:  330-808-1285 
Email:  aireseneca@yahoo.  com 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Kent’s  Big  Deal 

Exhibited  by:  Libby  Behnke 
Hybridized  by:  K.  Stork 
Large 
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Precious 

Red 

Exhibited  by: 

Marie  Bums 

Hybridized  by: 

H.  Pittman 

Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Shimmering 

Sunshine 

Exhibited  by: 

Mel  Grice 

Hybridized  by: 

B.  Donsworth 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Jll  Search  of  iNcW  ^Violets  Bail  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Dr.  Jeff  Smithy  The  Indiana  Academy  Ejnail:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


At  times,  my  supply  of  questions 
for  this  column  gets  low  and  I 
appeal  to  the  members  of  various 
electronic  discussion  groups  for  help. 

One  recent  appeal  resulted  in  a 
question  about  the  use  of  tetraploids 
in  hybridizing  African  violets.  Here 
is  some  information  about 
tetraploids. 

Most  African  violets  have  two  sets 
of  chromosomes  in  their  cells.  This 
condition  is  called  diploid  and  is  the  normal 
situation  for  plants.  Plants  with  higher  numbers 
of  chromosomes  are  known  as  polyploids.  A 
numerical  prefix  is  used  to  designate  how  many 
sets  of  chromosomes  are  present.  Mutations  that 
cause  the  diploid  chromosome  number  to  double 
results  in  four  sets  of  chromosomes  per  cell.  This 
is  the  t etraploid  condition.  The  same  cultivar  can 
exist  in  both  the  diploid  and  tetraploid  plant 
types.  Tetraploid  plants  grow  larger  and  have 
bigger  flowers  than  the  diploid  plants.  While 
tetraploid  plants  are  highly  sought  after  in  day 
lilies,  there  have  been  relatively  few  tetraploid 
African  violets.  The  most  recognized  tetraploids 
in  African  violets  are  the  “Supremes”  and  the 
“Amazons”.  These  plants  were  popular  in  the 
1950’s  and  are  still  grown  as  vintage  violets  by 
some  growers.  While  tetraploids  do  have  larger 
flowers  than  their  diploid  versions,  they  are  often 
slower  growing  and  have  brittle  petioles  than  can 
snap  without  support. 

Tetraploids  can  occur  by  natural  mutation, 
but  they  were  most  often  “encouraged”  through 
the  use  of  a  chemical  called  colchicine.  This 
chemical  is  a  natural  extract  of  the  autumn 
crocus  Colchicum  autumnale.  Colchicine  has 
been  used  historically  for  the  treatment  of  gout, 
rheumatism,  and  familial  Mediterranean  fever. 
Colchicine  reduces  inflammation  and  prevents 
the  development  of  the  crystals  associated  with 
gout. 


Colchicine  is  mitotic  poison.  It 
binds  to  the  tubulin  of  the  mitotic 
spindle  during  cell  division  and 
prevents  the  duplicated  chromosomes 
from  separating  into  two  cells.  The 
failure  to  separate  results  in  a  single 
cell  (not  the  normal  two)  containing 
both  sets  of  chromosomes,  and  the 
cell  is  now  tetraploid.  If  the  colchicine 
is  removed,  normal  cell  growth  and 
division  resumes,  but  all  future  cells 
are  tetraploid. 

Tetraploid  plants  can  be  created  by  treating 
seeds  with  a  colchicine  solution  or  by  exposing 
rapidly  growing  areas  of  the  plant  to  the  chemical. 
A  paste  containing  colchicine  can  be  placed  on 
the  apical  tip  of  the  plant  or  on  buds  that  develop 
into  suckers.  The  easiest  way  to  encourage  the 
development  of  tetraploid  African  violets  is  to 
treat  leaf  cuttings  with  a  colchicine  solution.  A 
previous  publication  in  the  African  Violet 
Magazine  recommended  treating  cut  petioles  with 
a  0.2  or  0.25%  solution  of  colchicine  for  4-6 
hours  (C.  Nearpass,  1957,  AVM  11(2):  26-27).  If 
the  tetraploid  condition  is  established,  some  of  the 
new  plants  that  develop  on  the  cut  surface  of  the 
leaf  petiole  will  be  tetraploid.  The  tetraploid  babies 
can  be  distinguished  from  their  diploid  siblings  by 
their  thicker,  rounder,  and  hairier  leaves  and 
slower  growth. 

It  has  been  many  years  since  any  new 
tetraploids  were  introduced.  In  theory,  a 
tetraploid  plant  can  be  created  of  any  current 
African  violet  cultivar,  species,  or  clone  through 
the  treatment  of  leaf  cuttings  with  a  colchicine 
solution.  Patience  would  be  required,  as  the  rate 
of  tetraploid  production  is  low.  If  you  are  looking 
for  a  new  project,  look  over  your  current  African 
violet  cultivars  and  imagine  one  that  might  be 
improved  if  it  grew  bigger  and  had  larger  flowers. 
This  might  be  a  candidate  for  a  little  experiment 
with  colchicine  and  leaf  cuttings. 
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Q:  Can  tetraploid  plants  be  crossed  like 
regular  African  violets? 

A:  Yes,  tetraploid  plants  can  be  crossed 
like  regular  African  violets.  If  crossed  with 
another  tetraploid,  the  resulting  offspring 
should  all  be  tetraploid  and  sexually  fertile. 
The  inheritance  of  the  traits  would  be  a  little 
more  complicated  because  of  the  extra  sets  of 
chromosomes,  but  the  normal  rules  of  inheri¬ 
tance  should  apply. 

If  a  tetraploid  is  crossed  with  a  diploid  African 
violet,  the  resulting  offspring  would  have  three 
sets  of  chromosomes.  This  is  the  triploid 
condition.  I  have  not  seen  a  triploid  African 
violet,  but  I  would  imagine  that  it  would  be 
intermediate  in  size  between  the  diploid  and 
tetraploid.  These  plants  would  be  sexually 
sterile.  They  would  bloom  freely,  but  would  not 
be  able  to  produce  any  fruits  and  seeds. 

Q:  Can  colchicine  be  used  to  create 
higher  levels  of  polyploidy  plants  than 
tetraploids? 

A:  Yes,  using  colchicine  on  a  tetraploid 
should  double  the  chromosome  number  again 
and  result  in  a  plant  known  as  an  octoploid 
with  eight  sets  of  chromosomes.  This  plant 
should  be  a  little  larger  than  a  tetraploid,  but  it 
would  likely  be  very  slow  growing  due  to  the 
high  number  of  chromosomes  that  must  be 
replicated  with  each  cell  division.  I  don’t  know 
if  anything  higher  than  a  tetraploid  has  been 
created  in  African  violets,  but  there  shouldn’t  be 
a  barrier  to  getting  higher  chromosome 
numbers  if  one  tried. 

Q:  What  should  I  cross  to  get  a  thumbprint 


flower  on  crown  variegated  foliage ? 

A:  This  should  be  an  easy  cross  to  perform 
and  give  you  the  desired  offspring  in  just  one 
generation.  Use  a  crown  variegated  plant  as  the 
seed  parent.  Crown  variegation  is  inherited 
through  the  maternal  or  seed  line,  and  all  of  the 
offspring  should  have  crown  variegation.  The 
thumbprint  pattern  is  a  genetic  dominant.  Use  a 
thumbprint  plant  as  your  pollen  parent. 
Somewhere  between  50  -  100%  of  the  offspring 
should  inherit  the  thumbprint  flower  pattern.  If 
you  want  a  variety  of  flower  colors  as  well  in  the 
thumbprint  pattern,  try  choosing  parents  that 
have  different  flower  colors.  For  example,  have 
your  pollen  parent  have  blue  thumbprint  flowers 
and  your  seed  parent  white,  pink,  or  red  flowers. 
With  a  little  luck,  the  blue  thumbprint  plant  will 
carry  recessives  for  other  colors  and  give  you  a 
mixture  of  flower  colors  in  the  thumbprint 
pattern  on  your  variegated  foliage.  Good  luck 
with  the  cross.  It  has  been  many  years  since  any 
new  tetraploids  were  introduced. 

Q:  Can  thumbprint  and  reverse  fantasy 
be  combined  in  the  same flower? 

A:  Yes,  you  should  be  able  to  combine  these 
two  traits  together  into  the  same  flowers.  Try 
crossing  a  thumbprint  flower  with  a  reverse 
fantasy  flower.  I  believe  both  traits  are  dominant. 
About  25%  of  the  offspring  should  have  the 
dominant-dominant  combination  of  thumbprint 
and  reverse  fantasy  together.  If  this  cross  idea 
should  fail,  try  backcrossing  an  FI  offspring  with 
thumbprint  flowers  to  the  reverse  fantasy  parent.  It 
may  take  a  double  dose  of  the  trait  from  the 
backcross  to  get  the  reverse  fantasy  to  show  up 
well. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Mac’s  Scorching  Sun 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by:  George  McDonald 

Semiminiature 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Streptocarpus  ‘Stonew ashed’ 

Exhibited  by.-  Kathy  Spissman 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  ($5.00 
for  non-members)  for  each  plant,  and  is 
valid  for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may 
be  extended  two  years  for  an  additional 
$1.00  ($5.00  for  non-members). 

Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  ($25.00 
for  non-members)  unless  completed  within 
the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00  for  non-members). 

David  Tooker  -  Middletown,  NJ 
‘Cassannie’  (10317)  07/16/2010  (D.  Tooker) 
Semidouble-double  cream  pansy/pink  edge. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  plain. 

Miniature 

‘Double  Berry’  (10318)  07/16/2010  (D.  Tooker) 
Double  fuchsia  pansy.  Variegated  dark  green, 
pink  and  white,  plain.  Semiminiature 

Carol  Eros  -  Edmonton,  AB  Canada 
‘Morgan’s  Angel  Cloud’  (10319)  07/24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Single-semidouble  white  pansy/variable 
magenta  edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
cream,  plain.  Miniature 

‘Morgan’s  Arctic  Chiller’  (10320)  07/24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Double  white  pansy.  Light  green,  plain. 

Miniature 

‘Morgan’s  Barossa’  (10321)  07/24/2010  (C.  Eros) 
Semidouble  peach-pink  pansy/green  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Bibighar’  (10322)  07/24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Double  white  ruffled  pansy/variable  pink- 
green  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted, 
serrated.  Semiminiature 

‘Morgan’s  Brittany  White’  (10323)  07/24/2010 
(C.  Eros)  Single-semidouble  white  Riffled  pansy. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  cream,  wavy. 

Miniature 

‘Morgan’s  Declan  Duff  (10324)  07/24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Single  white  pansy/fuchsia  patches.  Light 
green,  plain.  Miniature 

‘Morgan’s  Drifter’s  Rose’  (10325)  07/24/2010  (C. 


Eros)  Double  white  pansy/pink-green 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted, 
serrated.  Miniature 

‘Morgan’s  Elvin  Earl’  (10326) 
07/24/2010  (C.  Eros)  Semidouble-double 
wine.  Variegated  dark  green  and  pink, 
quilted,  girl  foliage.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Fool’s  Thin  Air’  (10327) 
07/ 24/2010  (C.  Eros)  Single-semidouble 
white  pansy/lavender  patches.  Light  green,  plain, 
quilted,  se Rated.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Frill  Seeker’  (10328)  07/24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Semidouble-double  pink  aiffled/thin  dark 
pink  edge.  Dark  green,  pointed/red  back. 
Miniature 

‘Morgan’s  Haywire’  (10329)  07/24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Single-semidouble  lavender  two-tone  ruffled 
pansy/variable  green  edge.  Variegated  medium 
green  and  cream,  ruffled.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Katundra’  (10330)  07/24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Single-semidouble  light-medium  pink  frilled 
pansy.  Medium  green,  wavy/red  back.  Miniature 
‘Morgan’s  Lady  Chatterjee’  (10331)  07/ 24/2010 
(C.  Eros)  Semidouble-double  pink  and  white 
pansy/ftilled  green  edge.  Variegated  medium  green 
and  cream,  ruffled.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Maiden’  (10332)  07/24/2010  (C.  Eros) 
Single-semidouble  white  Riffled  pansy/pink  eye, 
green  edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
cream.  Semiminiature 

‘Morgan’s  Miss  Manners’  (10333)  07/24/2010 
(C.  Eros)  Semidouble-double  white  ruffled 
pansy/light  pink  eye,  green  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  cream,  plain.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Papua  Pearl’  (10334)  07/ 24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Double  white  pansy/dark  pink  eye,  green 
outer  petals.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
cream,  plain,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Pu  Yi’  (10335)  07/ 24/2010  (C.  Eros) 
Double  fuchsia/thin  darker  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Pure  Joy’  (10336)  07/24/2010  (C.  Eros) 
Single-semidouble  white  pansy.  Variegated 
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medium  green  and  cream,  plain.  Miniature 
‘Morgan’s  Raji’  (10337)  07/24/2010  (C.  Eros) 
Double  dark  purple  large  pansy/white  edge.  Dark 
green,  plain,  glossy,  serrated.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Rose  Cottage’  (10338)  07/ 24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Double  white  frilled/pink-green  edge. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  cream,  quilted, 
ruffled.  Semiminiature 

‘Morgan’s  Sumira’  (10339)  07/ 24/2010  (C.  Eros) 
Semidouble-double  light  pink  pansy/thin  darker 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  cream, 
plain.  Miniature 

‘Morgan’s  Virtuous  Violet’  (10340)  07/24/2010 
(C.  Eros)  Semidouble-double  lavender  two-tone 
ruffled  pansy.  Variegated  light  green  and  cream, 
quilted,  wavy.  Semiminiature 
‘Morgan’s  Wild  Thing’  (10341)  07/24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Double  lavender  ruffled/green  outer  petals. 
Medium  green,  serrated.  Miniature 
‘Morgan’s  Windorah’  (10342)  07/ 24/2010  (C. 
Eros)  Semidouble  pink  ruffled/green-edged 
maroon  upper  petals.  Medium  green,  wavy, 
serrated.  Semiminiature 


Patt  Harris  -  Santa  Clara,  CA 
‘Jill-E-Bean’  (10343)  07/26/2010  (P.  Harris) 
Single  purple  sticktite  large  pansy/pink  fantasy. 
Dark  green,  pointed,  serrated/red  back.  Standard 
trailer 

‘Sweet  Jill’  (10344)  07/ 26/2010  (P.  Harris) 
Double  pink  ruffled  bell.  Medium  green, 
pointed,  scalloped.  Standard  trailer 
‘The  Dutchess’  (10345)  07/26/2010  (P.  Harris) 
Double  dark  purple  pansy.  Dark  green,  pointed, 
quilted.  Semiminiature  trailer 
‘Trail  of  Tears’  (10346)  07/ 26/2010  (P.  Harris) 
Single  white  wavy  large  sticktite  star/purple 
fantasy,  wide  light  pink  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  white,  pointed,  scalloped. 
Standard  trailer 

Jfc  J(c  4c  %  4? 

Wilma  Wolverton  -  Grain  Valley,  MO 
‘Lucilou’  (10347)  07/28/2010  (W.  Wolverton) 
Single  chimera  dark  purple  pansy /white  stripe. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Semiminiature 


AVSA  SOCIETY  AWARDS  NOMINEES  NEEDED 


How  exciting  it  was  to  present  our  Society  Awards  at 
the  AVSA  Convention  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  last 
spring!  Our  organization  has  so  many  deserving, 
dedicated  volunteers  worldwide  whom  we  would  like  to 
see  nominated.  As  Carol  Van  received  the  Mabel  and 
Glenn  Hudson  Memorial  Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership, 
many  guests  at  the  banquet  may  have  been  thinking  of 
club  members  back  home  who  also  showed  Carol’s 
same  steady,  faithful  spirit.  Please  contact  me  about 
your  nominee  or  print  off  the  nomination  form  found  on 
the  website. 

We  rely  upon  you,  our  members,  to  mail  or  e-mail 
names  of  deserving  persons  and  lists  of  their 
accomplishments  of  possible  recipients  for  these  AVSA 
Society  Awards.  These  need  to  be  sent  to  me  by 
December  1,  2010  for  the  upcoming  Convention  in 
Philadelphia,  PA.  The  Society  Awards  Committee  and 
the  Executive  Committee  will  determine  the  recipients  of 
these  awards.  A  brief  list  with  descriptions  follows: 


Bronze  Medal  for  Horticultural  Achievement: 

awarded  for  scientific  and  horticultural  contributions. 

Distinguished  Service  Certificate:  awarded  as  the 
highest  service  award  that  the  Society  may  bestow. 

Continuing  Service  Award:  awarded  for  continued 
service  to  the  Society. 

Hudson  Memorial  Award:  affiliate  (club)  secretaries 
shall  submit  names  for  outstanding  leadership  activities 
within  an  affiliated  chapter  (club). 

Honorary  One-Year  Memberships:  awarded  for 
outstanding  contributions  to  the  Society. 

Meritorious  Service  Award:  awarded  to  thank 
individuals  for  special  service  to  the  Society. 

Previous  recipients  of  these  Society  Awards  may  be 
found  on  the  website  AVSA.org  under  Library,  along 
with  the  complete  listing  of  criteria. 

Marge  Savage 

2804  Stutz  Drive  •  Midland,  Texas  79705 
(432)  699-4296  •  savagetom@grandecom.net 
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A  Family  Portrait 

By  Mel  Grice 


2019  Crosswind  Ct.  •  Englewood,  OH 
Email:  melsgrice@earthlink.net 


Streptocarpus  hybrid  T0-06-03 


My  patience  finally  paid  off  this 
spring  when  this  hybrid  Streptocarpus 
bloomed  for  the  first  time.  It  started  to 
send  up  bloom  stalks  just  before  the 
AVSA  convention  in  Raleigh.  I  could 
hardly  wait  to  return  home  to  see  what 
the  bloom  looked  like.  It  turned  out  to  be 
a  nice  blue-red  blossom  with  darker  red 
rays  coming  from  a  white  throat.  There 
were  at  least  two  flowers  per  bloom 
stalk.  My  years  of  waiting  had  been  worth  it. 


‘Streptocarpus  unifoliate  hybrid” 


I  grew  this  plant  from  seed  obtained 
from  the  Gesneriad  Hybridizer’s 
Association  (GHA)  sometime  in  2007. 
Anyone  can  join  the  GHA  by  going  to 
the  Gesneriad  Society  website  at 
www.gesneriadsociety.org,  and  for 
$8.00  per  year,  you  will  receive  three 
issues  of  their  publication,  CROSS¬ 
WORDS  (April,  August,  and 
December).  Hybridizers  from  all  over 
the  world  donate  seed  of  crosses  they  have  made 
to  the  GHA  seed  fund.  Members  may  order  up  to 
five  packets  of  seed,  three  times  per  year,  for  free 
(well,  actually  the  price  of  a  stamp) .  Lists  of  avail¬ 
able  seeds  are  published  in  CROSSWORDS.  One  of 
the  packets  I  had  selected  was  labeled 
“ Streptocarpus  ‘Big  Yolk’  x  Streptocarpus  dunnii 
TO-06-03”.  Toshijiro  Okuto,  an  excellent 
hybridizer  from  Japan,  had  donated  this  seed.  Two 
or  three  seedlings  came  up,  and  ultimately,  only 
one  plant  actually  grew  to  maturity. 


I  chose  this  cross  because  of  the  parent  plants 
used.  Streptocarpus  ‘Big  Yolk’  is  a  hybrid  created 
by  Toshijiro  Okuto  with  a  purple  blossom  with  a 
large  yellow  throat,  hence  the  name  ‘Big  Yolk’. 
The  parentage  of  5.  ‘Big  Yolk’  is  [(5.  rexii  x  5. 


Streptocarpus  hybrid  TO-06-03  blossom 


Streptocarpus  Big  Yolk ' 
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‘Monarch  hyb.)  x  5.  eylesii]  x  (5/ Black  Panther’ 
x  5.  unknown  white) ,  a  complex  cross  to  say  the 
least.  Streptocarpus  dunnii  is  a  species 
Streptocarpus  that  usually  has  only  one  or  two 
very  large  gray-green  leaves.  It  produces  many 
densely  packed  orange-red  flowers  that  open  all  at 
once.  The  flowers  remind  me  more  of  the  bloom 
usually  found  on  an  Aeschynanthus  than  of  what 
you  typically  think  of  as  a  Streptocaipus  flower. 
Streptocarpus  dunnii  is  the  source  of  the  red  color 
that  we  have  in  Streptocarpus  hybrids  today. 
Other  growers  have  told  me  that  it  may  take  two 
or  more  years  to  grow  from  seed  before  it  flowers. 
After  it  flowers  from  a  single  leaf  or  two,  it  may 
produce  more  leaves,  or  not.  I  have  been  told  that 
if  you  set  seed  on  Streptocarpus  dunnii,  the  plant 
will  die  after  the  seedpods  are  ripened. 

I  entered  Streptocarpus  ‘Big  Yolk’  x 
Streptocarpus  dunnii  TO-06-03  in  my 
Cincinnati  AVS  flower  show  as  “ Streptocarpus 
unifoliate  hybrid”  since  it  was  growing  as  a 
unifoliate  (single  leaf)  and  because  I  knew  the 
long  name  would  not  print  out  on  the  entry 
card.  It  received  a  Best  in  Class  award  and  drew 


Streptocarpus  dunnii 


many  comments  about  having  only  one  leaf.  I 
talked  with  hybridizer  extraordinaire  Dale 
Martens  about  hybridizing  with  this  plant.  She 
made  some  good  suggestions  about  other  streps 
to  cross  it  with  (using  my  plant  as  the  pollen 
parent).  Seedpods  are  ripening,  and  only  time 
will  tell  if  anything  good  will  result  from  the 
crosses.  I  will  let  you  know  in  a  few  years,  so 
be  patient. 


Membership  Application 

Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by _ Mem.  # _ 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  www.avsa.org  Date _ 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine. 
□  Individual  Membership  USA  ($30.00) 


□  Associate  Member  USA  ($  15.00-no  magazine) 

(Must  reside  at  same  address  as  a  person 
having  any  other  Class  of  membership 

□  International  Individual,  Canada  ($35.00) 

□  International  Associate,  Canada  ($17.50) 

□  International  Individual,  other  than  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  International  Associate,  other  than  Canada  ($20.00) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($60.00) 

□  Commercial  Canada  ($65.00) 

□  Commercial  International,  other  than  Canada  ($70.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  including  local,  state,  regional,  and 
Judge’s  Councils,  USA  ($35.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter  International, 
other  than  Canada  ($45.00) 

□  Library  ($30.00) 

□  Life  Member  USA  ($1,000.00) 

□  Life  Member  International  ($1,500.00) 


□  New  Member  □  Renewal  Mem  # 

(Please  type  or  print) 
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Zip 


Country 


Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS:  please  remit  in  US$ 
with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  International  Postal 
money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 


VISA  /  MC  accepted  Card  # _ 
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3015  Timmy  Ave.  •  Clovis,  CA  93612 
Email:  sueh@csufresno.edu 


Question  Box 

By  Sue  Haffner 


Dear  Friends, 

Questions,  questions:  where  do 
they  come  from?  If  you’ve  been  read¬ 
ing  my  columns  for  awhile,  you  know 
that  a  lot  of  the  questions  I  use  are 
ones  that  show  and  sale  visitors  ask 
me  or  other  members  of  my  club  at  our 
events.  Just  last  week,  I  got  a  call  from 
a  man  who  had  bought  some  leaves 
from  us.  Why,  he  asked,  hadn’t  they  produced 
babies  yet?  He’d  been  told  that  it  should  happen 
in  about  two  weeks.  I  suspected  that  what  he 
had  been  told  was  that  he  should  plant  the 
leaves  and,  after  two  weeks,  reach  in  and  give 
them  a  tug  to  see  if  they  were  starting  to  root.  I 
feel  confident  that  no  one  told  him  to  expect 
baby  plants  in  two  weeks,  but,  somehow,  that 
phrase  -  “two  weeks”  -  stuck  in  his  head.  I  sug¬ 
gested  that  he  give  the  leaves  a  bit  more  time. 
This  reminded  me  that,  when  answering  ques¬ 
tions  from  growers  new  to  the  hobby,  we  need  to 
exhibit  patience  and  be  prepared  to  repeat  infor¬ 
mation  when  necessary. 

Q.  The  labels  on  some  of  my  plant 
products  -  fertilizers  and  pesticides  -  have 
faded  to  the  point  of  being  illegible.  One  of 
the  labels  got  wet ;  I  guess,  and  the  ink  ran; 
then  it  dried  and  started  peeling  off.  1  can  *t 
read  what  the  dilution  rates,  etc.,  are 
anymore.  What  should  I  do  ?  For  a  couple  of 
the  bottles,  Em  not  even  sure  what  they 
are. 

A.  Check  the  product  online.  There  you  will 
find  the  MSDS  (Material  Safety  Data  Sheet)  for 
any  product  that  is  available  commercially.  This 
will  give  you  the  manufacturer’s  instructions  for 
use,  precautions,  etc.  If  you  don’t  have  your  own 
computer,  you  can  find  one  at  your  local  public 
library.  Or,  you  could  call  another  violet  friend 
and  ask  if  he  or  she  has  the  product  and,  if  so,  is 
the  label  readable.  (Or,  you  could  go  to  the 


garden  shop  and  sneak  a  peek  at  the 
product  on  the  shelf.)  For  containers  of 
unknown  substances,  it’s  best  to 
dispose  of  them  in  the  correct  way.  In 
my  area,  local  waste  disposal  authorities 
have  several  hazardous  waste  collection 
events  each  year  where  homeowners 
can  drop  off  pesticides,  fertilizers, 
paints,  and  other  materials  that 
shouldn’t  just  be  tossed  in  the  garbage 
can.  Call  your  local  refuse  collection  department 
for  more  information.  Even  if  you  think  you 
remember  what  that  anonymous  bottle  is,  maybe 
some  insecticide  you  mixed  up  awhile  back,  don’t 
take  any  chances  with  it. 

Q.  Are  dolomite  and  lime  the  same 
thing? 

A.  Dolomite  is  a  type  of  lime.  Lime  is  added  to 
potting  mixes  to  raise  the  pH  (neutralize  the 
acidity  of  the  mix).  Standard  lime  contains 
calcium.  Dolomitic  lime  contains  calcium  and 
magnesium.  Whenever  lime  is  recommended, 
dolomite  is  suggested  since  it  will  adjust  the  pH 
and  also  add  magnesium.  Be  advised,  though, 
that  lime  applications  will  take  a  little  while  to 
become  effective. 

Q.  /  was  repotting  some  violets  and 
found  some  odd  things  in  the  commercial 
soil  mix.  They  * re  little  round  translucent 
things.  Could  they  be  bug  eggs? 

A.  What  you  are  probably  seeing  is  the  empty 
shells  of  time-release  fertilizer  pellets.  When 
these  pellets  are  applied,  they’re  hard  and 
opaque;  after  they  dissolve  and  release  their 
contents,  they  leave  behind  an  empty  translu¬ 
cent  capsule.  These  can  last  in  the  soil  for 
varying  lengths  of  time  depending  on  how  wet 
or  dry  the  conditions  have  been.  The  ones  on  or 
near  the  surface  stay  dryer  than  those  mixed  into 
the  soil,  so  they  often  last  longer,  but  they 
eventually  break  down  entirely. 
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Q.  I'm  in  the  process  of  taking  apart  a 
combination  planting  that  spent  the  sum¬ 
mer  outside  on  the  patio .  The  container 
was  a  big,  heavy  clay  pot  I  wasn  't  sure  if 
the  violet  in  it  would  survive  the  condi¬ 
tions,  but  it  seems  to  be  okay ;  I  made  sure 
to  be  careful  with  watering,  not  to  get  the 
leaves  wet,  and  so  on.  It  bloomed  several 
times  during  the  season.  I  want  to  keep 
some  of  the  plants:  the  violet,  the  begonia, 
the  fern.  The  ivy  can  stay  outside  and  take 
its  chances.  Do  you  have  any  suggestions 
as  to  how  to  keep  these  plants  going  inside 
until  spring? 

A.  After  you  deconstruct  your  group  planting 
and  select  the  plants  you  want  to  keep,  trim, 
groom,  and  clean  each  one.  Remove  all  flowers 
and  buds  on  the  violet  and  begonia  (if  it  has 
any).  Make  sure  all  are  bug- free.  You  might  want 
to  give  each  one  a  spray  with  a  general 
houseplant  insecticide  before  you  bring  them  into 
the  house  and  keep  them  isolated  from  your 
indoor  plants.  Make  their  transition  to  indoor 
conditions  a  gradual  one,  as  light  and  humidity 
are  drastically  different.  If  you  can,  keep  the 
plants  in  a  shady  area  outside  for  a  week  or  so 
before  bringing  them  in.  The  clay  planter 
probably  allowed  the  plant  roots  to  breathe, 
thereby  keeping  them  cool.  I  don’t  know  if  you 
are  using  clay  pots  for  the  indoor  plants,  but  if 
they  are  going  into  plastic  pots,  this  is  an  entirely 
different  environment  for  them,  and  you  need  to 
be  very  careful  about  watering.  I  would  suggest 
cutting  back  the  begonia  and  rooting  some 
cuttings,  just  in  case  it  doesn’t  make  it  through 
the  winter.  (I  speak  from  experience.)  As  the 
begonia  and  fern  won’t  be  growing  as  actively  in 
what  will  probably  be  a  low-light  situation,  cut 
back  on  water  and  fertilizer,  but  do  mist  the 
plants  regularly.  Keep  the  violet  where  it  gets 
good  light  and  integrate  it  into  your  collection  as 
long  as  it  appears  to  be  doing  well  and  is  bug- 
free. 

Q.  How  can  I  be  sure  that  my  plants 
have  thrips,  and  how  can  I  treat  them? 

A.  The  symptoms  of  thrips  are  spilled  pollen, 


silver  discoloration  of  foliage  as  well  as  necrotic 
spots  and  blotches,  distortion  of  buds  and 
puckering  of  leaves,  and/or  tiny  fecal  pellets 
attached  to  leaf  surfaces.  Sometimes  you  can 
blow  gently  into  a  blossom  and  see  thrips  come 
wiggling  out.  A  variety  of  insecticides  can  be 
efficacious,  depending  on  where  in  their  life  cycle 
the  thrips  are  found.  The  adults  are  winged,  so 
can  fly  and  spread  through  a  collection, 
depositing  their  eggs  in  blossoms  or  in  other 
protected  areas.  The  pupae  may  drop  down  to 
the  soil  when  they  hatch.  Commercial  growers 
use  systemics,  contacts  and  fumigants,  but 
concede  that  they  cannot  achieve  100%  control. 
For  hobbyists,  doing  due  diligence  is  important: 
checking  for  flying  pests;  repotting  at 
recommended  intervals  and  discarding  used 
potting  mix;  avoiding  bringing  outside  flowers 
into  contact  with  your  violets,  especially 
chrysanthemums  and  other  composites  (as 
they’re  thrips-magnets).  Treat  at  two-week 
intervals  with  any  insecticide  recommended  for 
thrips.  As  the  bugs  will  hide  in  protected  parts  of 
the  plant,  the  first  treatment  will  probably  not 
reach  all  of  them,  so  follow  ups  are  necessary.  To 
fight  any  pupae  that  may  be  in  the  soil,  drench 
with  either  a  commercial  drench  or  a  soapy 
solution  made  from  dish  soap  or  Murphy’s  Oil 
Soap.  I  believe  I  have  written  before  that  thrips 
are  a  significant  problem  in  my  area,  given  our 
proximity  to  agricultural  operations.  Most  of  us 
are  resigned  to  some  level  of  thrips  being  present 
in  our  collections.  We  just  have  to  keep  after 
them  so  as  to  mitigate  any  damage  they  might 
do.  The  bottom  line  is  that  thrips  can  be  the  most 
difficult  of  violet  pests  to  control. 

Q.  Did  I  hear  correctly  that  some  new 
species  of  Saintpaulia  have  been 
discovered? 

A.  It  appears  so.  The  November  2009  issue  of 
Curtis’s  botanical  magazine  contained  two 
articles  which  described  two  new  species,  5. 
ulugurensis  and  5.  watkinsii.  Both  were  found  in 
very  restricted  areas  of  the  Uluguru  Mountains, 
Tanzania.  Saintpaulia  ulugurensis  was  found 
growing  with  ferns  and  mosses  on  a  near-vertical 
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slope  on  rocks  and  tree  roots;  5.  watkinsii  was 
found  on  steep  mossy  banks  growing  in  deep 
shade.  This  area  is  also  where  5.  incortspicua, 
goetzeana  and  pusilla  are  found.  Both  species 
have  bi-colored  corollas,  though  they  are  not 
marked  in  the  same  way.  Saintpaulia 
ulugurensis  has  been  in  cultivation  at  the  Royal 
Botanic  Garden,  Edinburgh  for  the  past  three 
years;  5.  watkinsii  is  not  yet  in  cultivation.  The 
authors  state,  “The  discovery  of  two  new 
endemic  species  of  Saintpaulia  in  the  Uluguru 
Mountains  emphasizes  the  need  for  additional 
floristic  work  to  be  carried  out  in  the  area  and 
supports  the  calls  for  strong  conservation 
measures  for  these  fragile  forest  habitats.” 
Attempts  are  underway  to  establish  the  ‘Uluguru 
Nature  Reserve’  to  protect  species  native  to  the 
area.  The  publication  of  these  two  new  violet 
species  is  just  preliminary,  however.  More 
research  has  to  be  done  to  verify  that  they  really 
are  distinct  species,  herbarium  specimens  have  to 
be  deposited,  and  then  they  have  to  be  published 
with  a  Latin  description  (called  a  “diagnosis”)  in 
order  to  be  “official”, 

O.  Is  there  a  general  rule  as  to  which  is 
the  better  practice :  to  start  a  violet  variety 
over  again  from  leaves  every  couple  of 
years ,  or  to  keep  the  original  plant  growing 
by  root-pruning  and  repotting  year  after 
year? 

A.  Well,  I  don’t  believe  anyone  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  ‘general  rule’  about  this.  Each  practice 
has  its  advocates.  I  used  to  know  a  person  who 
grew  fabulous,  huge  show  violets  that  were 
perfect  in  every  way.  Once  a  particular  plant  had 
achieved  the  status  she  wanted  in  a  show  plant, 
she  would  enter  it  in  shows  and  then  take  it 
apart,  discard  the  plant,  and  put  down  leaves. 
She  was  very  disciplined  about  doing  this,  and  it 
was  manifest  in  the  Best  in  Show  awards  her 
plants  won.  On  the  other  side  of  the  leaf 
propagation  issue,  some  growers  feel  that  it  has 
long  been  apparent  that  -  at  least  with  some 
cultivars  -  subsequent  generations  of  leaf- 
propagated  plantlets  seem  to  gradually  lose 
vigor.  I  have  thought  this,  myself.  1  recall 


gorgeous  violets  from  the  days  when  I  first  got 
into  the  hobby,  such  as  “Tommie  Lou”,  “Garnet 
Elf”  and  “Canadian  Sunset”  that  I  never  see 
anymore.  A  few  times,  I’ve  started  leaves  of 
these  varieties,  only  to  be  disappointed  in  the 
resulting  plants.  Several  factors  can  be  at  work 
here:  newer  varieties  may  have  proven  to  be 
better  plants  than  the  old  ones,  hence 
supplanting  them  in  popularity.  And,  two,  my 
memory  of  the  old  plants  may  be  faulty  -  I  may 
be  remembering  them  as  being  better  than  they 
were.  I  guess  this  is  by  way  of  saying  that  some 
violet  hybrids  may  produce  excellent  plantlets 
from  leaves  generation  after  generation,  while 
others  will  flunk  this  test.  Only  trial  and  error 
will  show  you  which  varieties  can  be  propagated 
and  which  do  better  when  the  original  plant  is 
kept  going. 

O.  Is  it  really  true  that  if  you  put  a  violet 
in  the  sun  with  water  droplets  on  the 
leaves  that  the  sun  can  bum  spots  on  the 
leaves?  The  water  droplets  are  supposed 
to  become  little  magnifying  glasses ,  or 
something,  focusing  the  sun  \ s  rays  in  such 
a  way  as  to  do  damage. 

A.  I  used  to  believe  that  this  was  something  of 
an  “old  wife’s  tale”.  I  knew  that  horticulturists  in 
Arizona  had  experimented  with  this,  watering 
succulent  plants  in  the  middle  of  a  summer  day 
when  the  temperatures  approached  120°  and  not 
observing  any  damage  to  the  plants.  This  whole 
issue  had  not  actually  been  investigated  in  a 
scientific  way  until  recently,  however.  In  a  series 
of  experiments,  Hungarian  researchers  watered 
various  sorts  of  plants  and  exposed  them  to 
sunlight  at  different  times  of  day.  Their  observa¬ 
tions  showed  that  plants  with  smooth  leaves 
suffered  no  sun  damage  but  that  this  was  not 
true  for  plants  with  hairy  leaves.  On  these  leaves, 
the  hairs  hold  water  drops  suspended  above  the 
leaf  surface  allowing  them  to,  yes,  act  as  tiny 
magnifying  glasses  to  the  light  beaming  through 
them.  This  can  result  in  leaf  damage  under 
certain  conditions.  Of  course,  most  of  us  don’t 
expose  our  violets  to  the  full  sun.  Still,  it’s  good 
information  to  have. 
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Off  with  Her  Head: 
Saving  a  Favorite  Violet 

By  Mary  S.  Schaeffer 


Do  you  have  any  violets  with  long  necks  and 
smallish  leaves  that  kind  of  just  sit  there  and 
hang  on?  Have  you  tried  potting  their  massive 
root  balls  up  into  a  larger  pot  only  to  get  no 
reward  for  your  efforts?  I  had  one  such  plant.  It 
was  one  I  was  particularly  fond  of,  one  of  my 
few  Buckeyes.  What’s  more,  I  had  grown  it  from 
a  leaf  that  I  received  as  part  of  a  special  offer. 
Because  they  take  up  so  much  space  when 
grown  well,  and  I  apparently  am  big  into  quan¬ 
tity  over  quality,  I  don’t  have  many  Buckeyes  so 
it  was  important  to  me  to  save  the  Buckeye 
Cherry  Sundae  that  was  sulking  in  one  of  my 
best  growing  spots. 

Before  the  Operation 

I  had  tried  potting  up  the  plant  first  to  a 
larger  pot  (four  inches)  and  then  back  into  the 
same  pot  by  cutting  off  part  of  the  roots. 
Nothing  helped.  The  pretty  plant  just  sat  there, 
and  what’s  worse,  old  leaves  started  getting 
droopy.  As  you  probably  realize,  when  I 
removed  the  fading  leaves,  a  palm  tree  stem 
was  starting  to  develop. 

I  had  read  about  the  beheading  approach  but 
had  never  been  willing  to  take  the  plunge. 
Looking  at  the  plant  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  realized 
that  it  was  going  to  either  shape  up  or  head  for  the 
compost  heap.  Since  it  was  going  nowhere  as  it 
was,  I  felt  I  had  nothing  to  lose  by  operating  on  it. 

Beheading  the  Plant 

I’d  read  about  rooting  the  top  of  plants  and 
even  seen  a  demo,  but  to  be  honest,  I  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  trying  it  on  a  larger  plant.  Would  it 
work?  I  filled  a  two  and  a  half  inch  pot  with 
fresh  damp  soil  and  got  ready.  With  an  old  steak 
knife  (one  of  my  favorite  violet  tools),  I  cut  the 
stem  from  the  root  ball  leaving  no  roots  what  so 
ever. 

Some  folks  might  try  rooting  hormone,  but 


I’m  not  a  big  believer  in  the  stuff,  so  I  did  not  get 
my  bottle  out.  After  cutting  the  stem,  I  removed  a 
few  more  ratty  looking  leaves  and  “planted”  it  in 
the  pot  with  the  soil.  This  was  followed  by  a 
sprinkling  of  water. 

I  should  note  that  the  stem  was  very  lightly 
scraped  to  encourage  rooting  and  to  get  rid  of 
excess  dried  material  still  hanging  around.  Some 
readers  will  advocate  not  scraping  at  all  and 
others  a  vigorous  scraping. 

The  plant  was  then  placed  in  a  tray  with  other 
rooting  gesneriads.  Everything  was  misted  and  a 
plastic  dome  put  over  the  tray.  My  rooting  setup 
does  not  get  much  light.  It  resides  on  my  dining 
room  table  near  a  bay  window.  The  only  problem 
is  that  between  the  window  and  the  table  I  have 
a  three  shelf  light  stand.  So,  it  does  not  get  much 
light  there. 

Did  It  Work? 

Once,  every  7-10  days,  I’d  lift  the  dome  and 
mist  the  plants.  In  the  three  weeks,  the  violet 
was  rooting.  It  was  lightly  watered  once.  A  few 
days  ago,  I  noticed  something  funny  when  I 
walked  by  the  rooting  tray.  The  flabby  leaves 
were  flabby  no  more.  They  were  rigid.  This 
morning  I  noticed  that  those  leaves  that  had 
refused  to  grow  for  what  seemed  like  years 
were  larger.  Upon  closer  inspection,  I  realized 
the  violet  had  rooted  and  was  growing.  The 
operation  was  a  success. 

This  has  emboldened  me,  especially  given  that 
the  AVSA  convention  will  be  in  my  backyard 
next  year.  This  weekend’s  project  is  to  operate  in 
a  similar  manner  on  a  few  other  violets  that  have 
not  been  performing  up  to  par.  Hopefully,  this 
will  revitalize  them  in  time  for  the  convention 
and  our  local  show. 

If  you  have  a  few  “palm  tree”  violets,  I  urge 
you  to  try  Operation  “Off  with  Their  Heads.”  The 
results  may  surprise  you  indeed. 


November  •  December  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  1 9 


GERANIUMS 


GESNERIADS 

Turning 

INSIDE 
OUT 

by  John  Beaulieu 


You  will  often  read  articles  about  how  African- 
violet  and  gesneriad  hobbyists  got  started  with 
these  plants.  Those  are  not  hard  stories  to  write, 
as  it  is  easy  to  remember  all  the  aspects  of  the 
hobby  that  got  you  so  excited.  It  is  a  little  harder 
to  write  a  story  about  retiring  from  the  hobby. 
Such  is  the  case  for  me,  since  I’ve  decided  to 
move  on  to  other  plants  after  over  30  years  of 
involvement  with  gesneriads. 

It’s  certainly  not  that  there  is  anything  wrong 
with  gesneriads,  as  I  have  been  promoting  them 
all  this  time  through  various  publications  and 
doing  programs  at  horticultural  societies  across 
Ontario.  I  simply  have  found  another  group  of 
plants  that  caught  my  interest,  and  I  am  now  in 
that  novice  position  once  again,  learning  all 
about  something  new. 

My  new  passion  is  hardy  geraniums,  also 
known  as  Cranesbills.  I  have  not  given  up  100% 
on  gesneriads  and  still  continue  to  grow 
sinningias  and  rhizomatous  gesneriads  such  as 
Achimenes ,  which  are  all  grown  outdoors  and 
stored  dormant  indoors  over  winter. 


Of  course,  I  already  have  prepared  a  slide 
presentation,  and  articles  are  in  the  works  to  help 
spread  my  new  excitement.  In  a  sense,  I  have 
simply  turned  ‘inside  out’,  going  from  house- 
plants  to  outside  garden  plants. 

Of  course,  it  would  have  to  be  a  family  of 
plants  that,  like  African  violets,  is  dominated  by 
the  same  blues,  pinks,  and  purples  that  are  so 
hard  to  photograph  capturing  the  true  color! 


John 's first  sales  table  at  the  AVSC 
convention  in  Montreal  in  the  early  1980s. 


It  has  always  been  amazing  how  much  variety  can  come  from  one  Episcia  seed  pod ! 
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Instead  of  explaining  how  African-violets 
are  not  really  violets  and  that  Florist  Gloxinias 
are  really  sinningias  and  not  true  gloxinias,  I 
have  to  explain  that  common  Geraniums  are 
really  pelargoniums  and  the  Cranesbills  are  the 
‘true’  hardy  geraniums.  The  more  things 
change,  the  more  they  remain  the  same! 

It  has  been  a  really  fun  ride  with  gesneriads, 
and  I  can’t  forget  all  the  wonderful  people  that  I 
met  along  the  way.  There  were  so  many  help¬ 
ful  commercial  growers  and  club  members  that 
guided  this  one  -  time  novice.  Travel  to  con¬ 
ventions  gave  an  opportunity  to  visit  some 
major  commercial  growers  such  as  Lyons, 
Grangers,  Petersons,  and  Tlnaris.  There  were  so 
many  good  times  at  conventions  and  shows  in 
both  Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
great  to  see  that  still  happening  for  others. 

I  have  had  a  chance  to  write  in  many 
national  publications,  edit  the  AVSC  ‘Chatter’, 
and  produce  my  own  newsletter,  ‘African-violet 
and  Gesneriad  NEWS.’  I  am  very  glad  that  I 
have  been  able  to  share  my  experiences  with 
the  African  Violet  Magazine  readers  for  the  last 
few  years.  Unfortunately,  the  well  has  run  dry. 
I  have  written  and  reported  about  all  the 
aspects  of  the  hobby  that  I  know  well. 

The  regular  articles  may  be  ending,  but  there 
are  a  few  projects  yet  to  be  done  with  the 
gesneriads  that  I  will  still  maintain,  so  you 
never  know,  you  still  might  see  one  or  two 
stories  sometime  in  the  future. 

Now,  if  1  can  get  over  the  habit  when  speak¬ 
ing  on  geraniums  of  accidentally  saying 
‘gesneriads ’...it  is  a  very  hard  habit  to  kick! 
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John's  cartoon  character  Barry  has 
appeared  in  over  six  horticultural 
publications  over  the  years. 


It  was  the  very  helpful  African  violet 
hobbyists  in  the  Toronto  area ,  such  as 
the  well-known  Ernie  Fisher,  seen  here 
with  his  wife,  that  really  got  John 
hooked  on  gesneriads. 


John's  remaining  gesneriad  project  is 
creating  a  Brazil  Hill',  a  mound  of 
rocks  for  displaying  his  outdoor  sinningias 
in  the  summer  months... Perhaps  one 
more  article  in  the future? 


Now,  instead  of  coming  home  with  boxes  of 
gesneriads from  shows  and  conventions,  it  is 
trays  of  geraniums from  garden  centers ! 
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We  are  Pleased  to  Present . . . 

~  a  sneak  peak  at  the  AVSA  201 1  Convention  programs  ~ 
Richard  Follett,  Convention  Chairman 


One  of  the  many  benefits  of  attending  an 
AVSA  convention  is  the  opportunity  to  attend 
programs  addressing  every  facet  of  African  violet 
culture  and  lore  at  each  level  of  experience  - 
from  beginner  to  seasoned  veteran.  The  2011 
AVSA  Convention  in  Cherry  Hill/Philadelphia 
from  May  15-22  will  offer  something  for 
everyone.  Several  of  the  unique  presentations 
scheduled  for  2011  will  have  limited  seating 
capacity,  so  it  is  important  to  register  early  to 
secure  your  place.  Here  is  a  preview  of  some  of 
the  presentations  planned  for  201 1: 

•  In  “Plants  I  Have  Loved,”  legendary  (and 
immensely  entertaining)  expert  grower  Dr. 
Bill  Price  opens  his  Tittle  black  book’  to 
introduce  us  to  some  of  the  most  unusual  and 
rewarding  plants  he  has  grown  and  offers  tips 
for  success  with  these  special  treasures  of  the 
gesneriad  world. 

•  Linda  Abplanalp  will  offer  a  repeat  of  her 
‘Basic  Skills’  program,  said  by  many  to  be  the 
finest  of  its  kind.  Her  detailed  handout  and 
practical,  common-sense  suggestions,  will 
ensure  success  for  new  growers  and  help 
veteran  growers  refresh  best  practices. 

•  Georgene  Albrecht,  Pat  Hancock  and  Paul 
Sorano  will  present  a  much-requested  pro¬ 
gram  on  how  to  recognize  and  prevent 
Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot  Virus  (INSV).  This 
incurable  scourge  threatens  extinction  for  the 
African  violet  if  left  unchecked  -  learn  what 
you  can  do  to  keep  our  beloved  AVS  and  other 
gesneriads  safe  for  future  generations! 

•  Need  to  boost  membership  in  your  club? 
Interested  in  forming  a  new  club  in  your  area? 


Carolee  Carter,  Kathy  Bell,  and  Affiliate 
Chairman  Lynne  Wilson  will  offer  their 
proven  tips  and  tools  for  growing  new  and 
existing  clubs  and  maintaining  a  high  level  of 
interest  and  involvement  for  those  who  have 
‘burned  out’. 

•  Olive  Ma  Robinson  will  offer  a  how-to 
demonstration  for  dish  gardens.  Olive’s  design 
skills  are  legendary  -  see  for  yourself  how  she 
creates  a  magical  world  in  miniature. 

•  Have  you  been  toying  with  the  idea  of  writing 
an  article  for  the  AVM  but  have  been  afraid  to 
‘take  the  plunge’?  Oft-published  author  and 
AVM  contributor,  Mary  Schaeffer,  will  help 
take  the  mystery  out  of  writing  an  informative 
and  entertaining  article  on  any  topic  and  will 
also  give  us  an  insider’s  view  of  her 
experience  with  putting  together  an  African 
violet  book  project. 

•  B.J.  Ohme,  who  has  made  a  big  splash  at 
recent  conventions  with  his  vibrant  designs, 
will  present  a  workshop  for  new  designers. 
These  are  but  some  of  the  many  exciting  pro¬ 
grams  that  will  be  available  in  Philly  for  the 
2011  AVSA  Convention.  Make  your  plans  to 
attend  now!  Oh,  and  let’s  not  forget  the  enter¬ 
tainment  -  although  it  wouldn’t  be  fair  to  give 
away  too  much  too  soon,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
conventioneers  can  expect  a  visit  from  an 
important  figure  straight  out  of  the  pages  of 
history,  an  evening  of  acoustic  swing  music,  and 
a  colorful  appearance  from  the  most  sought-after 
group  in  Philadelphia,  whose  performances  have 
made  them  famous  worldwide.  Their  name,  you 
ask?  ‘MUM’S’  the  word  ... 


22  African  Violet  Magazine 


November  •  December  2010 


“If  You  Build  It,  They  Will  Come” 

Cheryl  Johnston 

Moonlight  African  Violet  Society  •  Fort  Worth,  TX 


In  one  of  my  favorite  movies,  Field  of 
Dreams,  the  character  Ray,  played  by  Kevin 
Costner,  is  walking  through  his  cornfield  when 
he  hears  a  whispering  voice  saying,  “If  you 
build  it,  he  will  come,”  (often  misquoted  as  “If 
you  build  it,  they  will  come”).  He  then  sees  a 
baseball  field  and  gets  the  idea  he  is  being 
asked  to  build  the  field.  It  is  the  misquote  that  I 
always  think  about  when  I  teach  or  make 
lesson  plans.  It  occurs  to  me  that  dealing  in 
good,  useful  information  that  will  make  one’s 
life  better  and  more  enjoyable  is  a  gift.  My  job 
is  to  plant  a  seed,  and  my  students  may  not 
seem  to  be  too  tuned  into  me  at  the  time,  but 
when  the  right  moment  comes,  the  seeds  are 
there,  and  they  can  spring  forth. 

A  recurring  topic  discussed  when  violet  clubs 
meet  is  how  we  can  reenergize  our  clubs  with 
new  and  younger  members;  passing  our 
passion  on  to  a  new  generation.  Aging,  without 
the  transfusion  of  a  new  generation,  has  wiped 
some  clubs  off  the  record  books.  That  phrase, 
“if  you  build  it,  they  will  come,”  came  to  me 
when  one  of  our  members  suggested  that  we  do 
a  workshop  for  her  daughter’s  Girl  Scout  troop. 

We  have  to  let  future  generations  know  that 
there  are  things  just  as  interesting  as  video 
games,  television,  and  texting.  Give  them  the 
opportunity  to  find  the  pleasure  of  putting  your 
hands  in  the  soil,  spending  an  hour  or  two 
potting  up  babies,  or  the  joy  of  seeing  the  little 
mouse  ears  emerge  from  a  mama  leaf.  If  the 
enjoyment  of  working  with  plants,  particularly 
African  violets,  is  introduced  at  a  young  age,  it 
can  stay  there  nestled  in  with  other  pleasures  of 
childhood,  to  emerge  in  later  years. 

Cady  Trimble,  a  4th  grader,  and  her  mother, 
Stephanie,  joined  last  year.  Cady  became 
interested  in  violets  at  one  of  our  shows  when 
she  sat  in  on  a  leaf-planting  lesson  by  Jan 
Johnson.  As  with  other  young  people  that  have 
been  club  members,  Cady’s  participation  will 


probably  be  supplanted  with  learning  to  drive, 
dating,  and  other  high  school  pastimes,  but  her 
current  horticultural  interest  may  some  day 
spring  forth  again. 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind,  I  raised  my 
hand,  volunteering  to  take  on  the  task  of  grow¬ 
ing  our  hobby.  As  I  perused  the  room,  I  saw 
several  more  hands  raised.  I  would  not  be  alone 
in  this  crusade.  Maybe  those  were  folks  who 
had  seen  Field  of  Dreams  too,  liked  to  work 
with  Scouts,  had  fond  memories  of  the  4th 
grade,  or  had  too  much  time  on  their  hands. 
Whatever  it  was,  we  were  going  to  be  a  recant¬ 
ing  team  of  violetteers. 

As  it  turned  out,  Stephanie  Trimble  was  not 
just  a  Junior  Girl  Scout  troop  leader  in  Arlington, 
TX,  she  was  on  a  team  that  plans  programs  for 
the  Southwest  Arlington  community.  This  put 
us  in  contact  with  four  different  levels  of  scout¬ 
ing  troops.  I  am  not  sure  how  many  girls  were 
invited,  but  twenty-three  of  the  most  cordial, 
polite,  and  excited  young  ladies,  and  their 
leaders,  showed  up  for  the  hands-on  learning 
experience.  Jan  Johnson,  another  Moonlight 
AVS  member,  took  the  lead  and  organized  the 
demonstration.  Jan  loved  showing  people  how 
to  put  down  leaves,  and  always  volunteered  to 
do  a  continuous  demonstration  at  our  show  and 
sale.  Along  with  my  husband,  Aron  and  I,  we 
met  at  the  Southwest  Branch  of  the  Arlington 
Public  Library  hoping  to  delight  and  captivate 
young  minds. 

Stephanie  pointed  out  that  earning  the 
“Collecting  Hobbies”  Badge  would  be  something 
that  could  create  an  ongoing  relationship  with 
the  girls  that  were  interested,  and  she  wanted 
to  follow  through  after  our  first  workshop.  They 
will  have  to  complete  six  of  the  tasks  provided 
by  the  Girl  Scouts,  if  they  decide  to  take  on  this 
challenge.  Our  presentation  was  hinged  on  the 
idea  of  eventually  developing  a  violet  collection. 

Our  plan  was  that  each  girl  would  go  home 
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Jan  Johnson  teaches  the  class. 


with  one  or  two  leaf  cups,  labeled  and  wicked, 
with  instructions  on  how  to  take  care  of  their 
project  during  the  summer.  Jan  had  brought 
several  plants  from  which  leaves  would  be 


taken  and  then  put  down.  Tables  were  set  up 
with  all  the  needed  supplies.  After  a  brief 
explanation  of  what  African  violets  were,  and 
why  they  are  so  popular,  Jan  explained  how  we 

get  new  plants 
from  just  a  leaf. 
She  also  explained 
about  the  wick, 
and  how  it  was  to 
be  used.  We  all 
had  a  good  time, 
and  the  girls  were 
very  excited  and 
involved  in  the 
activities. 

Not  only  did 
the  girls  learn,  but 
we  also  learned  a 
few  things. 

Don’t  give  too 
many  instructions 
at  one  time.  Focus 
on  one  or  two 
steps. 

Don’t  try  to 


Feeling  the  texture  of  the  leaves. 
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explain  everything  at  once.  This  is  a  long  pro¬ 
ject,  and  a  little  can  be  revealed  at  a  time. 

Don’t  give  too  many  choices.  Some  won’t  be 
able  to  choose,  and  others  will  want  to  do  it  all. 

Leave  them  with  a  list  of  exactly  what  you 
expect  to  be  done  over  the  summer. 

What  they  learn  is  important,  but  the  most 
important  thing  is  to  have  a  good  time  and 
leave  them  wanting  more. 

Most  of  all,  remember  to  Keep  It  Simple. 

We  have  been  asked  back  for  a  second 
installment  of  our  workshop.  Our  hope  is  that 
in  September  we  will  have  most  of  the  girls 
back  with  solo  cups  full  of  little  baby  violets! 
However,  we  know  that  will  only  happen  in  a 
perfect  world,  so  we  may  need  to  re-teach  the 
first  lesson,  and  bring  a  tray  of  our  own  babies 
to  show  the  girls  how  to  pot  them  up.  But,  we 
are  laying  the  groundwork.  In  the  future,  we 
would  like  to  ask  these  young  ladies  to  help  us 
with  our  show;  exactly  how,  we  aren’t  quite 
sure.  Our  hope  is  that  they  will  have  plants 
that  they  would  like  to  enter  in  a  special  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  show.  We  are  hoping  they  will  join 
us  in  keeping  our  wonderful  hobby  growing. 


Hands-on  violet  training. 


Girl  Scouts  attend  the  African  Violet  Workshop. 
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FROM  A  FREEZER  TO  A  SIZZLER 

By  Elena  Kornilova  •  Saratov,  Russia 


Some  time  ago,  I  wrote  about  my  violets 
bravely  combating  the  freezing  conditions  of 
January  2006  in  Saratov,  Russia,  and  winning 
the  battle  with  flying  colors.  This  summer  will 
beat  all  the  chronicled  records  for  its  unprece¬ 
dented  heat  wave  and  peat  bog  fires. 

The  only  alleviating  factor  here  is  the  Volga, 
which  in  spite  of  being  the  longest  river  in 
Europe,  does  not  affect  the  humidity  level  (it  is 
about  20-25%,  unlike  60-70%  in  Moscow).  Still, 
it  is  an  inferno.  It  has  not  rained  since  May,  but 
we  had  three  violent  storms,  the  last  one  in  June, 
which  wreaked  havoc  in  the  city  with  lots  of 
felled  trees,  broken  cars,  and  torn  power  lines. 
And,  the  Great  Drought  has  reigned  ever  since. 

The  Volga  level  has  dropped;  and  the  temper¬ 
ature  has  become  like  that  of  a  sea:  29C  (84F).  The 
ambient  temperature  has  been  steadily  38-39C, 
sometimes  40  (104F).  At  first,  there  was  a  slight 
temperature  drop  at  night,  but  now,  if  you  shut 
your  eyes  and  go  outside,  you  won’t  be  able  to 
tell  what  part  of  the  day  it  is. 

In  the  middle  of  June,  my  husband  and  I  went 
on  holiday,  and  the  big  problem  was  how  to  keep 
my  violet  collection  alive.  We  couldn’t  leave  the 
A/C  on  because  of  the  power  surges  and  the 
possibility  of  bad  storms.  So  I  put  them  in  plastic 
bags,  tied  them,  and  placed  them  on  the  loggia, 
our  open  outdoor  living  space,  with  the  blinds 
down.  There  were  bowls  and  pails  of  water  in 
between  and  flanking  the  violet  stands.  You  can 
imagine  my  anxiety.  So  the  first  thing  I  did  when 
we  arrived  three  weeks  later  was  to  check  on  the 
violets.  Oh,  I  quite  forgot  to  mention  that  I  had 
repotted  all  of  them  prior  to  the  departure,  and 
most  of  them  had  undergone  drastic  surgeries. 
As  I  grow  the  violets  on  the  northeastern 
window,  there  is  not  enough  light  for  them  in  a 
gloomy  winter,  and  they  become  leggy  and 
develop  long  necks  because  the  leaves  age  faster 
than  in  artificial  light. 

Are  you  still  with  me?  So  what  did  I  find,  you 
may  wonder?  On  the  whole,  it  was  not  that  bad  - 


they  took  root  and  though  there  was  little 
growth,  they  survived.  But  I  took  a  cursory  look 
only.  I  decided  to  keep  them  in  the  bags,  only 
they  were  not  airtight  now,  and  I  sprayed  the 
bags  almost  every  hour  (if  I  could)  to  raise  the 
humidity  level. 

The  heat  was  unrelenting  and  gaining  in 
intensity.  Soon  I  had  to  part  with  my  favorites: 
‘Silverglade  Apples,’  ‘Lyon’s  Early  Spring,’  ‘Irish 
Blue  Eyes,’  ‘Ma’s  Backhoe,’  and  some  others.  I 
was  devastated.  I  am  partial  to  green  frills  and 
yellow  streaks,  to  say  nothing  of  humongous 
flowers. 

“Why  didn’t  she  bring  them  inside?”  you  may 
ask.  I  would  have,  but  for  the  repairs  (the  bane 
of  our  lives)  and  my  omnivorous  cat  whose 
pastime  is  nibbling  at  any  plant. 

What  does  puzzle  me  is  that  some  violets 
thrived  in  the  scorcher  and  even  tried  to  bloom  - 
mind  it  was  36C  (96.8F)  in  the  shade!  So  you  can 
say  there  were  roughly  three  violet  groups:  sur¬ 
vivors,  strugglers,  and  alas,  losers.  I  detected  two 
sets  of  symptoms  among  the  latter  group:  in  the 
first  case,  the  lowest  outer  layer  leave  edges  first 
turned  yellowish,  then  brown  and  brittle,  and  the 
last  stage  was  some  gooey  stuff  instead  of  leaves. 
The  whole  process  took  some  time,  and  I  tried  to 
break  off  all  the  malignant  leaves  in  the  first  stage. 

In  the  second  group  the  disease  (mites?) 
attacked  the  leaves  nearer  the  crown.  That  was 
harder  as  it  was  hard  to  pinch  off  those  leaves 
without  injuring  the  adjacent  ones,  I  lost 
‘Reflections  of  Spring’  and  ‘Lyon’s  Monique.’ 
Now  I  do  not  think  about  the  symmetry,  the 
crucial  issue  is  survival! 

The  violets  are  now  in  the  air-conditioned 
room  where  they  (the  elders)  have  been  growing 
for  twelve  years.  Now,  I  combine  four  activities: 
babysitting,  violet-sitting,  worker-sitting,  and  cat 
watching.  And,  I  also  pray  to  the  Almighty  to 
grant  Russia  and  all  those  suffering  from  the 
horrible  heat  attack  some  respite  to  breathe  and 
to  survive! 
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Small  Talk 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 


32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

Email:  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 


The  days  seem  to  go  by  too 
quickly.  I  have  such  good  intentions, 
and  then  throw  in  a  distraction,  or 
two  or  three,  and  my  poor  violets 
don’t  get  the  care  they  deserve.  I  get 
discouraged  about  the  shape  my 
plants  are  in,  and  I  lose  motivation  to 
do  anything  with  them.  It  seems  too 
overwhelming  to  deal  with.  Maybe 
you  have  felt  that  way  as  well  about 
your  African  violets  in  the  past  or  even 
right  now. 

1  do  cheer  up  when  I  go  into  our  plant  room 
and  see  some  of  my  darling  little  troopers 
blooming  and  doing  well  despite  my  lack  of  care 
for  them. 

One  plant  that  is  showing  promise  is  ‘Rob’s 
Smoke  Rings’.  This  is  a  semi  miniature  with  a 
double  white  large  star  blossom  with  a  dark  pink 
edge.  The  leaves  are  medium  green.  Another 
plant  that  is  surviving  is  ‘Rob’s  Itchy  Britches’.  It 
is  a  miniature  with  semi-double  white  ruffled  star 
blossoms  with  a  blue-fantasied  pink  edge.  The 
leaves  are  crown  variegated  medium  green  white 
and  yellow.  Both  of  my  plants  would  not  win 
any  prizes  at  this  stage,  but  if  I  get  to  work  on 
them,  they  have  potential.  I  have  other  plants 
that  will  be  lovely  as  well  when  I  get  back  on 
track. 

I  have  some  hope,  again,  and  my  motivation 
is  starting  to  show  a  faint  spark.  I  don’t  want  to 
get  too  weighed  down  with  the  task  at  hand  and 
give  up  before  I  begin!  A  common  problem  I 
have  is  trying  to  fix  all  the  plants  (repotting, 
potting  up,  etc.)  in  one  day.  If  I  have  twenty 
plants  that  need  to  be  cleaned  up,  it  is  best  for  me 
to  do  four  or  five  a  day.  My  ‘day’  is  usually  only 
a  three-hour  period  of  time,  after  lunch  and 
before  I  pick  my  kids  up  from  school. 


Once  I  pick  the  plants  that  I  am 
going  to  work  on,  I  want  to  make 
sure  that  I  finish  fixing  each  one  and 
don’t  leave  any  with  a  long  neck  or 
out  of  soil  too  long.  The  reason  being 
is  that  you  want  to  try  to  minimize 
the  shock  to  the  plant.  After  I  have 
repotted  my  chosen  violets  for  the 
day,  I  will  give  them  a  good  drink  of 
water  and  put  them  in  a  covered 
container. 

I  am  not  recommending  leaving  your  violets 
for  long  periods  of  time  without  grooming 
them,  etc.,  but  I  understand  how  busy  our  lives 
can  be.  Miniature  and  semi  miniature  violets 
enjoy  a  consistent  level  of  care.  One  thing  that 
keeps  my  plants  alive  when  I  am  going 
through  a  rough  patch  is  putting  them  in 
covered  containers.  The  extra  humidity  keeps 
them  from  drying  out  so  quickly.  I  try  to  water 
each  week  and  check  for  any  disease  or  pests 
(keeping  them  covered  also  helps  minimize 
this). 

As  I  am  sure  I  have  said  before,  don’t  get 
discouraged.  There  is  a  glimmer  of  life  and 
excitement  in  any  plant  collection. 

I  wanted  to  thank  Bob  Kurzynski  for  writing 
me  about  ‘Jersey  Girl  Trailer’,  which  I  talked 
about  in  the  July/August  African  Violet 
Magazine.  He  is  the  hybridizer  of  the  plant  and 
describes  it  as  having  single-semi  double  fuchsia 
blossoms  on  medium  green  mini  girl  foliage.  I  am 
looking  forward  to  seeing  more  of  Bob’s  hybrids 
in  the  near  future. 

I  love  to  hear  from  you  with  questions  or 
suggestions.  If  you  have  any  thoughts  about  a 
topic  you  would  like  me  to  cover,  please  don’t 
hesitate  to  contact  me.  Until  next  time,  happy 
and  healthy  growing. 
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AVSA’s  BEST  VARIETY  LIST  FOR  2010 

Floyd  Lawson 

20719  Madrona  Ave.  •  Torrance,  CA  90503 
FloydLL@earthlink.  net 


Welcome  to  AVSA’s  2010  Best  Variety 
List.  Thank  you  to  all  who  participated  by 
regular  mail  and  e-mail.  The  response  was 
good  this  year  and  again  spanned  the 
world.  Even  though  I  cannot  answer  each 
one,  your  comments  and  support  are 
deeply  appreciated.  I  recognize  the  time 
and  effort  each  of  you  give  to  this  list. 

Again  this  year,  we  list  each  of  the  top 
twenty-five  favorites  with  their  descrip¬ 
tions  from  AVSA’s  First  Class  computer 
data  base.  Many  have  asked  about  species 
and  the  List.  Yes,  species  are  counted.  The 
top  species  this  year  were  variations  of  S. 
ionantha.  Now  to  YOUR  choices  for  the 
past  year!  Read  the  list,  read  the  descrip¬ 
tions,  and  choose  your  new  favorite  for 
your  collection. 

Irish  Flirt  (7577)  11/07/1991  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  bright  green  and  white  frilled  star. 
Medium  green,  wavy.  Semiminiature 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue  (8136)  01/19/1995  (D. 
Ness)  Double  dark  blue  star/thin  white  edge. 
Dark  green,  quilted,  serrated/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

Frozen  in  Time  (9167)  02/03/2003 
(Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses/Sorano)  Single¬ 
semidouble  white  star/variable  lavender  tinge; 
green  edge.  Variegated  light  green  and  ivory, 
quilted.  Standard 

Blue  Dragon  (9516)  12/17/2005  (Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses/P.  Sorano)  Double  light  blue 
large  frilled  star/raspberry  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain/red  back.  Large 

Rainbow’s  Ouiet  Riot  (R.  Wasmund) 
Semidouble  blue-purple  large  star/white  fantasy. 
Dark  green,  round,  scalloped.  Standard 

Milky  Way  Trail  (7169)  08/01/1989  (J. 
Stahl)  Single-semidouble  white  pansy.  Medium 
green,  heart-shaped,  quilted.  Semiminiature  trailer 

Picasso  (6924)  10/04/19 88  (M.  Tremblay) 


Double  light  blue  and  white/variable  white 
fantasy.  Variegated  medium  green,  plain/silver- 
green  back.  Large 

The  Alps  (7813)  10/03/1992  (K. 

Horikoshi/H.  Sawara)  Single-semidouble 
chimera  white  pansy/light  blue  stripe.  Medium 
green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 

Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet  (8479) 
08/21/1996  (R.  Wilson)  Double  pink  star. 
Medium  green,  plain,  pointed.  Miniature 

Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake  (8695)  01/31/1998 
(R.  Bann)  Single-semidouble  pink  large  fluted 
star/darker  eye,  purple  fantasy,  white-green 
edge.  Medium  green,  spooned,  quilted,  glossy, 
serrated/red  back.  Large 

Harbor  Blue  (6174)  02/24/1986  (T. 
Weber)  Single  light  blue/darker  eye.  Dark  green, 
plain/red  back.  Large 

Pixie  Blue  (2598)  09/16/1974  (L.  Lyon) 
Single  purple-blue/darker  center.  Plain,  ovate. 
Miniature  trailer 

Everdina  (5566)  09/30/1983  (H.  Inpijn/R. 
Nadeau)  Double  lavender/violet-blue  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  plain,  pointed.  Miniature 

Tomahawk  (7269)  01/22/1990  (K.  Stork) 
Semidouble-double  bright  red.  Dark  green, 
plain.  Large 

Optimara  Little  Moonstone  (7352) 
04/1  1/1990  (Holtkamp)  Double  white/blue- 
tinged  center.  Light  green,  cupped,  hairy, 
ruffled.  Miniature 

Cirelda  (3620)  03/01/1979  (P.  Tracey) 
Double  pink  two-tone.  Quilted.  Semiminiature 
trailer 

Plumberry  Glow  (9187)  02/03/2003 
(Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses/Sorano)  Single 
white  sticktite  pansy/plum  patches.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  cream,  heart-shaped. 
Semiminiature 

Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler  (8745) 
07/27/1998  (P.  Hancock)  Semidouble  bright 
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pink  ruffled  pansy/variable  raspberry  fantasy; 
raspberry  edge.  Variegated  dark  green,  cream 
and  pink,  plain,  glossy/red  back.  Large 

Optimara  Ontario  (6588)  05/25/1987 
(Holtkamp)  Single  white.  Medium  green,  plain, 
glossy.  Standard 

Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket  (6467)  01/27/1987 
(R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  light  fuchsia. 
Medium  green,  pointed.  Semiminiature  trailer 
Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei  (9372)  09/30/2004 
(S.  Sanders)  Single  purple  pansy/white  eye. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  heart- 
shaped.  Miniature  (TX  Hyb) 

Bob  Serbin  (8292)  09/21/1995  (J. 


Brownlie)  Semidouble  red  sticktite  pansy/thin 
white  edge.  Dark  green,  quilted,  serrated/red 
back.  Standard 

Alliance  (8663)  09/27/1997  (D.  Croteau) 
Semidouble  medium  blue  star/white  and  pink 
fantasy.  Variegated  green,  cream  and  pink. 
Standard 

Blue  Boy  (41)  1948  (Armacost  &  Royston) 
Single  dark  violet-blue.  Ovate,  pointed. 
Standard 

Aca’s  Red  Ember  (8732)  06/29/1998  (J. 
Brownlie)  Single-semidouble  red  sticktite  pansy. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  plain. 
Standard 


o  o 


In  Memory 


Newill 

Members  of  the  AVS  of  Dayton  (OH)  were  very 
saddened  to  learn  of  the  death  of  Peg  Newill  on  July 
1 7.  Peg  was  a  long  time  member  of  the  Dayton  club 
and  a  member  of  Ohio  State  AVS.  She  served  in 
several  different  offices  in  the  Dayton  club,  including 
President  in  2004  and  2005.  Her  educational  exhibits 
were  exceptional,  and  she  took  great  pride  in  them. 
She  was  an  AVSA  judge  and  loved  judging  and 
growing  blue  ribbon  plants. 

At  times  Peg  talked  to  us  about  her  roses  and 
daffodils,  but  none  of  us  were  aware  of  her  many 
achievements  in  areas  other  than  African  violets.  Peg 
was  very  active  in  Garden  Club  of  Ohio  and  received 
the  Mildred  Heter  Buckingham  Award  for  her  service. 
She  was  in  demand  across  America  as  a  nationally 
accredited  flower  show  school  and  symposium 
instructor,  and  was  a  consulting  Rosarian  for  the 
Buckeye  District  of  the  American  Rose  Society. 

Peg  worked  for  United  Cerebral  Palsy  and  the 
Dayton  School  System  for  many  years,  and  held  an 


amateur  radio  license  for  over  50  years.  Peg  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  the  members  of  the  AVS  of 
Dayton  and  numerous  garden  clubs  across  the 
country. 

Mary  Smith 

Members  of  the  Wichita  African  Violet  Study  Club 
(KS),  are  saddened  by  the  passing  on  July  22,  of  our 
member  Mary  Smith.  Mary  was  a  long  time  member 
of  AVSA  and  a  Senior  Judge.  She  loved  working  with 
beginners  and  was  always  there  to  work  the  club 
table  at  the  Garden  Show.  She  was  very  interested  in 
education  and  was  always  willing  to  present  an 
education  display  at  our  shows.  She  loved  the 
Saintpaulia  species  and  worked  hard  to  educate 
people  about  them.  In  recent  years,  Mary  and  her 
husband  had  lived  for  several  years  in  Wichita  Falls, 
TX.  While  there,  Mary  belonged  to  the  First  AVS  of 
Wichita  Falls.  In  2008  Bobby  and  Mary  moved  back 
to  Kansas,  and  she  rejoined  WAVSC.  Members  of 
both  clubs  will  miss  her  greatly. 


AVSA  LIBRARY  ORDERS 

All  AVSA  Library  requests  must  be  made  in  writing.  After  you  have  emailed 
<avsa@earthlink.net>,  faxed  (409)  839-4329,  or  sent  your  request  by  postal  service 
(AVSA,  2375  North  St.,  Beaumont,  TX  77702),  you  will  receive  a  confirmation  from 
the  AVSA  Office.  If  you  do  not  receive  a  confirmation  within  THREE  WEEKS, 
it  is  YOUR  responsibility  to  check  with  the  office  and  make  sure  that  your 

request  has  been  received. 
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For  Beginners  14  Maple  Avenue  •  Sudbury,  MA  01776 

By  Cheryl  Salatino  Email:  cheryl@dancingshadowsdesign.com 

The  Things  People  Say 

Excuse  me  -I  don ’t  think  I  heard  you  correctly 


Please  bear  with  me  as  I  reminisce. 

We’ve  had  a  miserable  summer  in  New 
England,  and  my  plants  are  showing 
the  wear  and  tear  of  a  long  stint  of 
abnormally  hot,  humid  weather.  I  could 
have  written  about  the  summer  sizzler 
and  what  I  did  to  overcome  it.  But  it’s 
too  soon  to  claim  either  victory  or 
defeat.  So  we’ll  wait  a  bit  longer  to  monitor  the 
recovery  process.  I’m  certain  there  will  be  plenty 
to  share  in  a  future  column  or  two.  Meanwhile,  I 
needed  to  laugh  about  my  African  violets.  After 
thinking  back  to  the  perils  of  growing,  I  couldn’t 
keep  these  little  gems  to  myself.  I  hope  you 
appreciate  the  lighter  side  of  what  people  do  and 
say  about  our  favorite  plant. 

The  African  violet  Chronicles 

As  you  may  have  guessed,  I  like  to  talk  with 
people  about  growing  African  violets.  There  are 
many  urban  legends  passed  around  about  our 
favorite  plant.  People  that  don’t  even  grow  the 
plant  have  rattled  off  a  list  of  reasons  why 
African  violets  are  not  for  the  faint  of  heart.  Of 
course,  there’s  always  some  truth  in  what  they 
say  -  but  we  know  that  myths  are  meant  to  be 
broken.  African  violets  are  not  fussy  or  difficult  to 
grow  if  you  pay  attention  to  a  few  simple 
growing  techniques.  However,  I  am  often  amazed 
at  what  people  do  in  the  spirit  of  caring  for  plants. 

We  all  know  that  some  things  you  can’t  make 
up.  These  are  a  handful  of  my  favorite  black 
thumb  stories. 

Cutting  to  the  Chase. 

My  hairdresser  loves  flowering  plants.  She 
claimed  that  she  was  unable  to  get  them  to 
remain  alive  very  long.  For  many  months  we 


exchanged  tales  of  horticultural  woe, 
but  we  couldn’t  figure  out  what  she 
was  doing  to  cause  such  consistent 
plant  demise.  I  figured  she  loved  the 
plants  to  death.  Since  we  live  in  New 
England,  maybe  the  inside 
temperatures  or  the  sun  exposure  in  her 
home  were  not  ideal. 

As  it  happens  when  families  begin  to  grow, 
she  and  her  husband  bought  a  house  shortly 
after  the  first  baby  arrived.  Besides  aspiring  to  be 
a  great  mom,  she  was  intent  on  creating  a 
comfortable  home  and  colorful  garden.  One 
Mother’s  Day,  a  family  member  brought  her  a 
blooming  African  violet.  She  was  very  proud  of 
the  plant  and  beamed  when  she  told  me  how 
beautiful  it  was.  I  gave  her  a  few  simple  tips  to 
take  the  mystery  out  of  plant  care.  She  was  eager 
to  succeed,  and  it  seemed  like  things  were  going 
well  over  the  following  months.  It  wasn’t  until 
much  later  when  I  learned  that  she  immediately 
forgot  everything  we  talked  about  regarding 
plants. 

Fast  forward  to  the  following  spring.  I  entered 
the  salon  and  was  immediately  greeted  with  a 
sad  statement.  “My  African  violet  died.”  A  polite, 
“What  happened?,”  was  all  I  needed  to  utter.  “I 
planted  it  outside  in  the  fall  and  it  didn’t  come 
back.  There  is  nothing  left  of  it  anywhere.  It 
looked  so  beautiful  in  the  garden  last  year.” 

You  know  how  people  sometimes  catch  you 
off-guard.  This  revelation  was  completely 
unexpected.  I  never  anticipated  that  someone 
new  to  growing  our  favorite  plant  would  assume 
it  could  grow  outdoors  in  our  harsh  climate.  The 
only  words  I  could  muster  at  the  time  were 
these...  “the  African  violet  is  a  houseplant.  It 
needs  to  remain  indoors  because  it  can’t  take  cold 
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weather.”  Horrified  that  she  had  made  such  a 
blunder,  she  muttered,  “Guess  I  should  have  been 
tipped  off  by  the  word  African  in  the  name, 
huh?”  We  laughed  and  quickly  moved  on  to  less 
complex  subjects. 

Moral:  never  assume  people  understand  plant 
requirements.  This  experience  proved  to  be 
traumatic  for  my  hairdresser.  Whenever  she 
receives  an  African  violet,  she  immediately  gives 
it  to  me.  I  finally  understood  her  self-proclaimed 
status  as  a  ‘black  thumb.’  She  has  since  had 
some  plant  therapy.  In  her  new  home,  her 
landscape  includes  many  shrubs,  trees,  and 
perennials  that  are  surviving  despite  her  benign 
neglect.  Sometimes  it’s  a  blessing  to  have 
neighbors  who  enjoy  lending  a  hand. 

The  Real  Thing. 

I  was  working  part-time  at  a  local  Garden 
Center  last  season.  A  woman  came  in  to  find  a 
plant  to  brighten  up  her  kitchen.  We  spent  a  long 
time  talking  about  flowers  and  colors.  Most  of 
what  she  preferred  were  plants  with  a  limited 
indoor  life.  She  claimed  that  she  had  a  perfect 
window  for  flowers  and  wanted  to  experience 
color  throughout  the  year.  1  instinctively  intro¬ 
duced  her  to  the  African  violet.  She  immediately 
liked  the  double  blossoms  and  the  ‘fuzzy’  foliage. 
“It’s  so  cute,”  she  told  her  companion.  Seemed 
like  a  perfect  match. 

Before  she  toddled  off  to  the  cash  register,  I 
smartly  explained  the  watering  schedule  and 
fertilizer  requirements  to  keep  her  new  acquisition 
in  bloom.  She  turned  to  me  with  a  puzzled  look. 
“You  mean  I  have  to  water  it?”  We  quickly 
moved  over  to  the  Succulents. 

Moral:  People  in  today’s  fast-paced 
environment  take  many  things  for  granted. 
Assuming  living  things  can  be  self-sustaining 
should  not  be  one  of  them.  That’s  why  there  is 
an  ever-expanding  market  demand  for  realistic- 
looking  silk  plants.  While  not  everyone  is 
destined  to  be  a  successful  plant  grower,  every¬ 
one  should  give  it  a  try. 

Tropical  Blues. 

Our  regional  African  violet  society  conducts  an 


annual  potting  clinic  for  the  public.  We  have 
done  this  for  many  years  in  a  wide  variety  of 
locations.  People  bring  plants  to  the  clinic  in  all 
shapes  and  sizes  -  everything  from  huge 
suckering  mounds  to  distorted  multi-stemmed 
mazes.  Many  folks  have  to  leave  the  room  as 
we  dismantle  their  prized  possessions.  We  make 
sure  they  understand  the  conditions  the  African 
violet  needs  before  we  agree  to  handle  their 
plants.  By  the  time  they  depart,  they  are 
equipped  with  everything  needed  to  help  the 
plant  recover  from  the  repotting  stress.  I  can’t  say 
as  much  for  the  plant  owners. 

One  sunny  afternoon,  I  worked  with  a  woman 
who  complained  that  her  plants  never  bloomed. 
She  told  me  that  she  did  not  feel  comfortable  with 
the  repotting  process,  and  her  fertilizing  schedule 
was  described  as  random  at  best.  The  plants  (six 
nestled  together  in  a  deep  box),  were  literally 
shaped  like  palm  trees.  The  necks  were  so  long 
that  at  first  glance  you  would  not  suspect  these 
specimens  could  be  African  violets.  I  explained 
that  we  needed  to  cut  the  neck  and  plant  the 
crown  without  any  roots.  If  properly  cared  for,  the 
plant  would  quickly  establish  new  roots  and  would 
begin  its  bloom  cycle  again.  Of  course,  “no 
guarantee”  language  crept  into  the  conversation, 
so  she  panicked.  Instead  of  conducting  the  surgery 
I  expected,  we  found  some  make-shift  plant 
supports  to  prop  up  each  top  heavy  variety.  She 
went  home  with  six  freshly  potted  palm  trees  and 
was  never  to  be  seen  at  our  potting  clinic  again. 
Her  parting  words  were,  “I  like  them  this  way.” 

Moral:  Our  favorite  plant  delights  people  in 
many  forms.  Hopefully,  most  folks  don’t  allow 
their  plant  to  grow  to  this  extreme.  I  can  only 
hope  that  I  was  able  to  impart  enough 
information  to  her  that  if  and  when  the  neck 
broke  she  realized  she  could  plant  the  crown  to 
regenerate  the  plant  she  loved. 

Out  of  Town. 

My  closest  friend  admired  my  African  violets 
for  years.  She  didn’t  want  to  take  a  plant  from 
me  for  fear  of  killing  it.  As  one  of  the  most 
resourceful  people  I  know,  I  couldn’t  bear  to  have 
her  feel  less  than  adequate  at  growing  violets. 
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As  a  hostess  gift,  I  brought  her  a  variety  that 
was  specifically  hybridized  for  window-growing 
conditions.  She  was  both  thrilled  and  shaken. 
She  carefully  located  the  plant  in  the  kitchen 
where  light  came  in  from  overhead.  For  the  first 
two  weeks,  the  plant  lived  a  charmed  life.  It 
wasn’t  long  before  her  predictions  came  true. 
Unfortunately,  this  plant  was  only  the  first 
casualty  of  several  unfortunate  specimens  to 
come.  Over  a  two  year  period,  she  drowned, 
scorched,  starved,  smashed,  and  even  cooked  a 
violet  (yes,  it  landed  in  the  stew  pot  one  night  - 
but  it  was  discovered  before  dinner  was  served) . 
She  was  so  reluctant  to  let  me  know  the  plant  I 
had  given  her  died,  she  bought  several  more 
replacements  to  see  if  one  might  be  a  survivor. 
Together,  we  reluctantly  decided  that  plants 
were  not  her  thing. 

A  few  years  later,  my  friend  and  her  husband 
moved  to  Maine  to  run  a  Bed  and  Breakfast  Inn. 
The  porch  was  full  of  light  and  cried  out  for  wel¬ 
coming  plants.  In  the  early  days,  she  tried  an 


“easy”  plant  or  two  to  see  if  her  relocation 
might  have  exorcized  her  black  thumb.  Maybe 
it  was  the  ocean  air  or  the  change  in  life-style, 
but  success  headed  her  way.  During  my  last 
visit,  I  saw  a  very  happy,  very  floriferous 
African  violet  sitting  on  the  desk  greeting  visi¬ 
tors  at  the  door.  Of  course,  I  had  to  comment. 
She  smiled  and  told  me  her  simple  secret.  “I 
water  it  once  per  week  with  a  light  fertilizer  and 
repot  once  each  year.  It  blooms  all  the  time,  and 
it  makes  me  very  happy.” 

Moral:  What  appears  to  be  a  life-long  sen¬ 
tence  as  a  black  thumb,  can  be  reversed! 

I  hope  you  chuckled  a  bit.  As  new  growers, 
we  often  think  we  don’t  know  enough  about 
the  secrets  to  growing  healthy  plants.  Think 
again.  Your  thirst  for  information  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  try  new  things  (in  moderation)  will  yield 
results.  Sometimes  the  results  will  be  better  than 
expected,  and  other  times,  you  will  experience 
disappointment.  Let  the  discovery  inspire  you. 

Grow  Smart.  Grow  Well 

o 


Mr.  Leung  Tai  Hung, 
dedicated  African  violet 
enthusiast  and  founder  of  the 
African  Violet  Association  of 
Hong  Kong  (AVAHK),  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  99  on  June 
12,  2010.  Many  attendees  of 
the  2009  AVSA  Convention  in 
Raleigh  will  remember  vivid 
slides  of  AVAHK  members 
touring  Mr.  Leung’s  magnificent  rooftop  greenhouse 
(which  also  featured  many  exotic  orchids  from 
around  the  world)  and  indoor  growing  rooms, 
presented  as  part  of  Stanley  Ko’s  chimera  program. 
Leung  THi  Hung  founded  the  AVAHK  (currently  200 
members  strong)  in  1981  after  retiring  from  public 
sendee.  Despite  declining  health,  he  remained  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  AVAHK  and  active  on  Committees,  in 
meetings,  and  with  African  violet  classes.  Leung  THi 


Hung  freely  shared  his 
growing  experiences  and 
expertise  and  always  had 
lovely  African  violet  babies  to 
share  with  students  and  new 
growers.  He  received  the 
AVSA  Lifetime  Achievement 
Award  in  2005,  for  his  efforts 
on  behalf  of  both  the  society 
and  our  members. 

Mr.  Leung  proudly  served  as  both  Committee 
Member  and  Judge  for  Hong  Kong’s  two  major 
African  violet  shows  -  the  Hong  Kong  Flower  Show 
and  the  North  District  Bird  and  Fish  Show  -  each 
year  since  1984.  His  continued  support  and  encour¬ 
agement  greatly  contributed  to  the  popularity  and 
growth  of  these  events.  Mr.  Leung,  a  champion  of 
the  African  violet  world,  will  be  fondly  remembered 
and  greatly  missed. 


Mr.  Leung  Tai  Hung 

By  Rich  Follett  (with  Stanley  Ko) 
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The  Invisible  Affiliate 

By  John  Carter,  2nd  VPAVSA 


Recently,  I  attended  a  couple  of  council  shows 
where  I  interacted  with  the  public,  promoting 
AVSA  membership.  Fortunately,  there  had  been 
enough  publicity  that  the  public  became  aware  of 
the  show  and  sale. 

Everyone  enjoyed  the  show  and  sale,  and 
many  commented  that  they  had  grown  violets 
for  years  and  had  a  number  in  their  collection. 
Several  were  members  of  AVSA,  but  did  not 
know  there  was  a  group  of  people  with  similar 
interests  meeting  in  their  area.  The  affiliate  was 
“invisible”  to  some  members  of  the  community. 

Is  your  affiliate  “invisible”?  What  might  make 
it  “invisible”?  More  importantly,  what  can  you  do 
to  make  it  visible?  These  are  questions  that  every 
affiliate  group  should  be  asking.  Not  only  for  the 
benefit  of  membership  in  the  affiliate,  but  also  for 
AVSA. 

The  resources  available  to  an  affiliate  often 
limit  their  degree  of  visibility.  Small  groups 
meeting  in  members’  homes  are  often  limited  in 
space  to  accommodate  more  members.  They  may 
find  it  difficult  to  advertise  their  meetings  since 
the  location  rotates  month-to-month,  which 
makes  it  difficult  to  post  on  a  community  calen¬ 
dar  or  print  in  publications.  The  group,  being 
small,  may  not  have  the  funds  to  rent  public 
meeting  locations  so  they  are  caught  in  a  catch- 
22  situation. 

Meeting  in  a  public  location  on  a  regular  basis 
does  not  necessarily  ensure  that  you  will  become 
visible,  of  course.  Publicity  is  necessary  on  a 
regular  basis,  and  not  just  at  show  time.  A  good 
starting  place  is  to  make  sure  your  affiliate  is  a 
member  of  AVSA  and  that  your  club  information 
is  maintained  on  the  AVSA  website.  This  is 
available  at  no  cost  and  is  a  place  AVSA  members 
will  look  for  local  information.  You  should  also 
check  community  calendars  for  the  local  garden 
clubs  or  center,  newspapers,  and  TV  stations. 


They  often  allow  postings,  even  though  they 
may  not  put  it  in  print  or  on  the  air.  Your  group 
will  show  up  if  they  search  for  meetings  of  that 
nature. 

You  may  have  had  good  luck  getting  people  to 
attend  your  shows  and  sales.  When  they  come, 
make  sure  that  you  have  information  about  your 
meetings  -  programs  and  information  that  could 
bring  them  back.  At  the  meeting  following  your 
sale,  a  good  program  on  the  basics  of  growing 
African  violets  is  a  good  attraction.  You  might 
give  out  free  admission  tickets  with  the  date  and 
time  of  your  meeting  and  use  them  as  an  entry 
for  a  door  prize. 

Your  members  can  be  the  best  publicity  for 
your  group.  Just  sharing  some  of  your  starters 
with  friends  and  neighbors  can  build  interest. 
This  requires  a  little  effort  from  everyone  but  can 
build  your  membership.  Offer  programs  to  gar¬ 
den  clubs.  Many  of  these  programs  do  not  need 
to  be  over  thirty  minutes  in  length.  Sharing 
some  simple  information  from  the  culture  folder, 
which  makes  a  nice  handout,  with  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  repotting  a  plant  will  go  quickly,  and  is 
valuable  information.  Again,  make  sure  you 
have  information  about  your  meetings  and 
AVSA  to  hand  out.  If  you  or  your  members  do 
not  feel  comfortable  giving  presentations,  you 
can  use  some  of  the  DVDs  now  available.  Pat 
Hancock’s  Species  to  Spectacular  and  the  First  of 
the  four  programs  from  Understanding  the 
African  Violet  Species  will  be  of  interest  to 
anyone  interested  in  plants. 

The  life  of  your  affiliate  depends  upon  a 
growing  and  developing  membership.  Are  you 
making  your  group  visible  and  attractive  to  the 
community?  If  you  need  help  with  ideas  for  your 
affiliate,  you  may  contact  any  of  the  officers 
listed  on  page  2  of  this  magazine,  and  we  will  be 
glad  to  work  with  you. 
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Note  to  Self:  a  Letter  from  the 
Grower  I  am  Now  to  the 
Novice  I  was  Then 

~  Rich  Follett  ~ 


Hey,  kid  - 

It’s  easy  to  see  you  have  ‘caught  the  bug’  - 
you  have  bought  160  African  violet  starter 
plants  in  the  last  two  hours,  your  eyes  are  wide 
and  wild,  and  you  have  drool  on  your  collar.  No 
turning  back  now!  I  won’t  try  to  talk  you  out  of 
this  African  violet  mania  (there’s  no  point),  but 
I  will  be  picking  up  the  pieces  behind  you  for 
the  next  few  decades,  and  we  need  to  discuss 
some  serious  flaws  in  your  approach: 

1.  PACE  YOURSELF.  Those  plants  you 
are  holding  are  going  to  GROW.  A  year 
from  now,  they  will  take  up  three  times 
the  space  they  do  today,  and  you  will 
have  to  move  them  to  use  the  toilet. 
They  are  going  to  take  OVER!  Choose 
ten  or  twenty  and  take  your  time.  How 
many  do  you  think  you  can  care  for 
properly,  anyway?  They  will  need  care 
and  space  -  if  the  air  cannot  circulate 
around  them  and  between  them,  all 
kinds  of  horrible  pests  and  diseases  can 
crop  up. 

2.  GROW  SMART.  No  matter  what  I  say 
now,  you  are  going  to  add  more  violets 
to  your  collection.  When  you  get  them 
(be  sure  to  pay  the  electric  bill  before 
you  make  that  last  bid  on  eBay), 
ISOLATE  them!  You  are  going  to  read  all 
of  the  articles  and  hear  all  of  the  advice 
and  decide  that  you  just  don’t  have  the 
patience  to  wait.  As  a  result,  you  are 
going  to  lose  treasures  you  cannot 
replace.  Never  grow  more  than  you  can 
repot.  Treat  your  African  violets  like 
your  memories.  Cherish  them.  Do  not 
take  them  for  granted.  So  many  people 
you  are  going  to  come  to  love  are 
reflected  in  their  blooms! 


3.  LABEL  STUFF.  Plants;  chemicals;  seeds; 
supplies;  know  what  you  have,  where 
you  got  it  from,  and  where  you  are 
keeping  it.  It’s  important.  Your  memory 
will  not  always  be  what  it  is  now. 

4.  LEARN  from  your  mistakes  -  try  new 
things  but  not  on  your  whole  collection 
at  once!  Repeating  mistakes  is  stubborn, 
stupid,  and  expensive. 

5.  LISTEN  to  the  old  folks.  Be  grateful. 
Drink  deeply  of  the  wisdom  they  offer 
and  savor  every  moment  in  their  com¬ 
pany.  Soon,  so  very  soon,  their  voices 
will  be  echoes  ... 

6.  SHARE  everything  you  get  with  any¬ 
one  who  wants  it.  You  are  going  to 
want  things  back. 

7.  TEACH  others  as  you  learn.  Teach  a 
whole  bunch  of  kids.  Become  the  Hans 
Christian  Anderson  of  the  African  violet 
world!  You’re  going  to  be  old,  cold,  and 
lonely  really  fast  unless  you  nurture  some 
new  growers  to  keep  the  fire  burning. 

8.  BE  PATIENT.  You  are  going  to  score  big 
the  first  time  you  try  everything,  and 
then  you’ll  wait  a  really  long  time 
before  you  do  that  well  again. 
Beginner’s  luck  is  not  an  urban  myth. 

9.  HYBRIDIZE.  You  know  you  want  to. 
Why  wait?  Years  from  now,  you’ll  wish 
you  had  started  earlier. 

10.  ENJOY  your  violets.  A  bad  day  in  the 
plant  room  is  often  better  than  a  good 
day  anywhere  else.  Time  spent  with  your 
plants  is  a  gift  to  yourself  and  a  gift  to 
the  world  around  you.  You  are  a  better 
person  when  you  have  had  quality  time 
with  your  plants.  When  you  feel  the 
world  closing  in,  head  for  the  light  stand. 
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Most  of  all:  for  heaven’s  sake,  get  it 
through  your  thick  head  that  the  Earth  will  not 
stop  revolving  on  its  axis  if  you  throw  away  a 
leaf  or  two  from  those  plants  you  just 
groomed.  The  ‘miracle  of  the  leaf’  will  not  lose 
its  wonder  or  disappear  from  the  world  if  you 


temper  your  obsession  a  little.  And  while  you 
are  at  it,  mail  that  check  for  AVSA 
membership.  It’s  the  best  money  you’ll  ever 
spend. 

Okay  -  that’s  it.  You  can  take  it  from  here. 
See  you  in  twenty  years  ... 


AVSA  Conventions 

2011  AVSA  Philadelphia  Convention 

May  15-22,  201 1 

2012  AVSA  Detroit  2012  Convention 

June  3-10,  2012 


Running  Lights  at  Night 

By  Pat  Crowley 


The  article,  “We’re  Havin’  a  Heat  Wave,  a 
Tropical  Heat  Wave....”  (page  59,  Sept. /Oct 
AVM)  reminds  me  of  a  funny. ..well,  not  so 
funny  experience  I  had  when  running  my  lights 
at  night  due  to  the  hot  weather. 

One  Saturday  morning  I  was  fixing  food  for  a 
family  party  when  I  got  a  phone  call.  I 
answered,  and  the  lady  on  the  line  asked  if  I  am 
Mrs.  Crowley.  Of  course,  I  answered,  “Yes.” 

To  which  she  replied,  “This  is  the  Police 
Department.  Your  house  is  surrounded.  Come 
out  the  front  door  with  your  hands  up!” 

I  looked  around  my  back  yard  and  didn’t  see 
any  police,  but  she  kept  telling  me  to  come  out 
the  front  door  with  my  hands  up!  “I’m  going  to 
the  front  door,  “  I  told  her,  “but  I’m  NOT  coming 
out  with  my  hands  up!” 

1  opened  the  door,  and  there  were  four  cops, 
guns  drawn  in  my  front  yard!  We  talked,  and 


they  told  me  that  my  “silent  alarm”  had  gone 
off,  which  I  knew  it  hadn’t,  and  could  they 
come  in  and  “secure”  the  house. 

I  stepped  back,  and  they  entered,  and  then 
they  wanted  to  know  what  was  for  dinner! 
They  assured  me  my  house  was  safe  and  left. 

Later  in  the  week,  through  a  policeman 
friend  of  mine,  I  found  out  that  my  house  had 
been  targeted  for  running  grow  lights  at  night, 
and  I  had  been  suspected  of  growing  marijuana! 
How  foolish  did  those  policemen  feel  when  they 
found  rooms  full  of  African  violets!  For  months 
after  that,  I  had  police  stop  by  my  house  “just 
checking.” 

We’ve  had  a  good  laugh  about  that  incident, 
but  it  could  have  been  a  scary  scene  for  an  older 
person.  Maybe  we  should  alert  our  local  Police 
Department  when  we’re  running  lights  at  night! 

Happy  growing...African  violets,  that  is! 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger  •  2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  May  2,  2010  -  June  30,  2010 


Multicolor 

Parivash  Nourja,  Gaithersburg,  MD 
Vestal  African  Violet  &  Gesneriad  Society, 
Syracuse,  NY 

In  memory  oj our  valued  members 
Laura  Pint  and  Marilyn  Kettle 


African  Violet  Club  of  Burlington  County,  N] 
In  lieu  of  judging  fees: 

Peggy  Mooney,  Clyde  H.  Ashton for  the 

Office  Computer  Fund 

Barbara  Jones,  Marianne  Gershon,  Joan 

Santino  /  for  the 

Website  Improvement  Fund 


Georgina  Figuerira,  Hollywood,  FL 
Alice  A.  Inlow,  Ballwin,  MO 
Eliabeth  Kuen,  East  Haven,  CT 
Palmetto  African  Violet  Society, 
Myrtle  Beach,  SC 
In  memory  of  Gertrude 
“Trudi”  Christensen 


Carolyn  Day,  0.  Fallon,  IL 
Shawn  Edwards,  Las  Vegas,  NV 
First  African  Violet  Society  of 
Spartanburg,  SC 


Garden  State  African  Violet  Club,  NJ 
In  lieu  of  judges’  expenses: 

Lee  Borey,  Laurel  W.  Brown  /  for  the 
Office  Computer  Fund 
Marianne  Gershon,  J.  Murasko  /for  the 
Website  Improvement  Fun 
Patricia  Gibson,  Florence,  KY 
Suzanne  Husband,  Edmonton,  Canada 
Elizabeth  Laden,  Westbrookville,  NY 
Long  Island  African  Violet  Society,  NY 
Sandra  S.  McIntosh,  Ft.  Mitchell,  KY 
Josef  Meier,  Geseke,  Germany 
Patricia  Miklica,  San  Jose,  CA 
Janice  Murray,  New  York,  NY 
John  L.  Patterson,  Hagerstown,  MD 
Regan  Roppel,  Tiverton,  ON,  Canada 

Website  Improvement  Fund:  $25.00 
Office  Computer  Fund:  $420.00 

Total  Contributions:  $404.00 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck  •  17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  June  1,  2010  -  July  31,  2010  •  Total  =  $659.00 


Fantasy 

Ihmpa  African  Violet  Society,  Tampa,  FL 
This  donation  is  to  honor,  with  our  love 
and  appreciation,  our  long-time 
member  James  Mixon.  Jim  is  one  of 
those  " behind  the  scenes”  members  who 
quietly  supports  our  club  no  matter  the 
size  or  scope  of  the job  to  be 
accomplished. 


Marge  Farrand,  Ann  Arbor,  MI 
The  First  Austin  African  Violet  Society' 
Austin,  TX 

In  memory  of  Becky  Cockrum 


Carolyn  Day,  0.  Fallon  VA 


Betty  W.  Ferguson,  Little  Rock,  AR 
Mary  M.  Forbes,  Vista,  CA 
Linda  Garramone,  Bay  Shore,  NY 
Patricia  Gibson,  Florence,  KY 
Patricia  Miklica,  San  Jose,  CA 
Julie  Murphy,  Milwaukee,  WI 
Marvin  K.  Nester,  Lakeland,  FL 
North  Star  African  Violet  Council, 
Hopkins,  MN 

Hilda  W.  Prince,  New  York,  NY 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman  •  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 

1  June  2010  to  31  July  2010 


Thumbprint 

AVC  of  Burlington  County /NJ 

In  lieu  ojjudgingfeesfor  Jan  Murasko 
and  David  Tooker 
Jan  Tomalis 

First  AVS  of  Spartanurg/SC 
Patricia  Gibson 
Angela  Hartline 
Pamela  Lund 
Gabriela  Liberty7 
Martha  Nix 
Patricia  Miklica 
Carolyn  Day 


Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV/MO 

In  lieu  ofjudgingfee  for  Randy  Deutsch 
AVC  of  Greater  Kansas  City/MO 
Julie  Murphy 
Ida  S.  Bush  Kuhl 
Linda  Garramone 
Marvin  Nester 
North  Star  A V  Council/MN 
Suet  Lai  Yeung  Rosetta 
Janice  Sorensen 
Susan  E.  Arnaoe 


Multicolor 

Sandra  W.  Kahn 


Geneva 

Tidewater  AVS/VA 

In  memory  of  Neil  Pace 


Donna  Mosher 


TOTALS  $436.00 
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The  Upside  of  Downsizing 

By  Sheila  A.  Ando 


When  my  husband  and  I  retired  from  New 
Jersey  to  North  Carolina  to  become  empty 
nesters  in  2006,  I  left  the  Garden  State  African 
Violet  Club  and  my  entire  violet  collection 
behind.  My  violet  buddies,  former  co-workers, 
neighbors,  and  friends  were  happy  to  become 
foster  parents  to  those  plants. 

The  plan  -  and  it  was  a  successful  one  -  was 
to  start  over  in  North  Carolina  with  a  new  home 
and  a  new  African  violet  collection  as  well. 
Thankfully,  I  live  about  an  hour  away  from 
Bluebird  Greenhouse  in  Apex,  NC.  The  purchase 
of  a  selection  of  violets  and  membership  in  the 
Triangle  African  Violet  Society  (TAVS)  got  me 
going  again.  My  collection  quickly  expanded  to 
three  plant  stands  worth  of  violets  housed  in 
our  “bonus  room”. 

Fast  forward  to  2008.  Due  to  the  downturn 
in  the  economy,  we  invited  our  daughter  and 
her  family  to  relocate  to  North  Carolina  and 
make  their  home  with  us.  Viola!  No  more  empty 
nest.  It  has  been  a  happy  experience;  however, 
our  bonus  room  housing  the  three  plant  stands 
was  turned  into  a  living  room  for  the  young 
family. 


Upsize  the  family  and  downsize  the  African 
violet  collection.  The  plant  stands  were  donated 
to  a  violet  friend,  and  I  went  shopping  -  again. 
This  time  it  was  for  a  “designer”  plant  stand 
that  would  look  good  in  our  dining  room  bay 
window,  the  future  home  for  my  collection.  A 
lovely  baker’s  rack  from  the  Fairview  Garden 
Center  near  Raleigh  fit  the  bill.  It  has  three 
woven  metal  shelves  and  a  large  granite  one. 

I  was  able  to  install  a  florescent  light  under 
the  granite  shelf.  That,  combined  with  sunlight 
behind  lace  curtains,  takes  care  of  my  plants’ 
lighting  needs.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
plants  grown  in  sunlight  and  those  under  the 
florescent  light  seem  to  be  growing  equally  as 
well.  I  am  (fairly)  diligent  about  turning  those 
grown  in  sunlight  -  they  do  lean  toward  the 
window  if  I  forget!  Surprisingly  I  am  able  to 
grow  about  the  same  number  of  violets  as  I  did 
on  the  three  stands.  The  difference  is  now  I 
grow  more  minis  and  semi-miniatures  and  less 
standards. 

So,  as  the  sayings  go,  “Where  there’s  a  will, 
there’s  a  way”  and  “You  can  have  your  cake 
[family]  and  eat  it  [violets],  too!”  Yumm! 


Anne  &  Frank  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund 

June  26  -  August  27,  2010 
Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 


Geneva 


Tampa  African  Violet  Society 
In  memory  of  Pauline  Dupre 


Two-tone 


Long  Island  African  Violet  Society 

In  lieu  of  honorarium  to  Joyce  Rodler 
First  African  Violet  Society  of  Wichita  Falls 
In  memoy  of  May  Smith 
Betsy  Branson 


Thumbprint 

Central  Jersey  African  Violet  Society 

Linda  Garramone 

Julie  Murphy 

Hilda  Prince 

Susan  J.  Fraley 

Christopher  J.  Beney 


Total  this  period  -  $260.00 
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Photo  Credit: Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Perfect 
Love 
(Sport  of 
Harmony 
Perfect) 

Exhibited  by: 

Marie  Bums 

Standard 


Mac-a-Roni 
It’s  Italian 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by: 

George  McDonald 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Kentucky  Gooseberries 

Exhibited  by:  Penny  Wichman 

Hybridized  by:  D.  Rollins 
Semiminiature 
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And  tllC  WlimerS  £LTC  •  •  •  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  TX  75069 
By  Mary  J .  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AVS  OF  ROCHESTER,  NY  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Pueblo, 

Rebel’s  Corabella,  Waterdancer;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Jolly  Devil,  Rob’s 
Boogie  Woogie,  Ness’  Satin  Rose;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Mindi  Brooke;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Columnea  schiedearta ,  Doug 
Burdick.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Silver  Brocade,  Kumiko,  Pink 
Pearls,  Linda  Springer.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Definitely  Darryl,  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Calypso 
Beat;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Mary  Ryan.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Lyon’s  Shooting  Stars;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s 
Lilli  Pilli,  Donna  LaDelia.  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly 
Willy,  Ralph  Robinson.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
ionantha  subspecies  grandifolia ,  Beverly  Zellwer.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Festenstein. 

AVS  OF  SPRINGFIELD,  DELAWARE  COUNTY, 
PA  -  Winners:  Best  Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia 
rupicola ,  Saintpaulia  clone  tongwensis,  Saintpaulia 
clone  velutina ;  Best  Semiminiature:  Mac’s  Highland 
Heather;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Joan  Santino.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia  rupicola, 
Saintpaulia  brevipilosa,  Saintpaulia  clone  Mather  E; 
Best  Miniature:  Smitten  Kitten;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Barbara  Jones.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard/Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia  No.  237 •  Best 
Mailer:  Rob’s  Galiwinku;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
‘Texas  Hot  Chili’,  Peggy  Mooney.  Best  Design,  Jim 
Matula. 

ANNAPOLIS  AVS,  NOVA  SCOTIA  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Ottawa, 
Teen  Thunder,  Little  Bountiful;  Best  Semiminiature:  Little 
Bountiful;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Jitterbug,  Karen 
Campbell.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Lilli  Pilli,  Rob’s  Vanilla  Mail,  Rob’s  Toorooka;  Best  Mailer: 
Rob’s  Vanilla  Mail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Cleopatra’; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Valerie  Despres.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Opera’s  Paolo;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  orbicularis  var.  purpurea ;  Best 
Design,  Frances  Shilliday. 

CENTRAL  JERSEY  AVS,  NJ  -  Winners:  Buckeye 


Blushing,  Jersey  Snow  Flakes,  Funambule; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Buckeye 
Blushing;  Best  Semiminiature:  Double  Berry, 
David  Tooker.  Best  Miniature:  Mac’s  Indigo 
Infinity;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  George 
McDonald.  Best  Gesneriad:  Chiiita  hybrid; 
Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes  Jan 
Murasko. 

CINCINNATI  AVS,  OH  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake, 
Raspberry  Crisp,  Ma’s  Midnight  Rain;  Best  Standard: 
Rainbow’s  Quiet  Riot,  Sandy  McIntosh.  Best  Species 
Collection:  Saintpaulia  rupicola,  Saintpaulia  clone  Cha 
Simba,  Saintpaulia  clone  velutina ;  Best  Design,  Karen 
Cenci.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Dust 
Storm,  Rob’s  Mad  Cat,  Heartbreak  Kid;  Best  Miniature: 
Rob’s  Chilly  Willy,  Debbie  Mclnnis.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Ruby,  Petite  Jewel, 
Optimara  Little  Fluorite;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Kentucky  Gooseberries;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Penny  Wichman.  Best  Mailer:  Beacon 
Mail,  Al  Cenci.  Best  Gesneriad:  Kohleria  ‘A/ionarch’, 
Frank  Winstal.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Mel  Grice. 

EARLY  BIRD  VC,  AL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Wyoming,  Optimara 
North  Carolina,  Optimara  Harlequin;  Best  Design,  Jamie 
Walcott.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Buckeye 
Colossal,  Martha  Coleman.  Best  Semiminiature: 
Kentucky  Gooseberries;  Best  Trailer:  Fairy  Fountain, 
Sandra  Campbell.  Aeschynanthus  hildebrandii , 
Ramona  Hodges. 

EVENING  AVC  OF  DES  MOINES,  IA  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  EK-Blue-eved  Russia, 
Leading  Lady,  Tomorrow’s  Pink  Ice;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  EK-Blue-eyed  Russia,  Joan  Watts.  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Slow 
Dancin’,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s 
Bumble  Magnet;  Best  Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Kenneth  Wilkinson.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Deb  Oelmann.  Best 
Mailer:  Roll  Along  Pink,  Vickie  Tone. 

FIRST  AVS  OF  DENTON,  TX  -  Winners:  Best 
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AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ness’  Candy  Pink,  Rebel’s 
Minnesota  Haze,  Ness’  Bangle  Blue;  Best  Standard: 
Rebel’s  Minnesota  Haze;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Jolly  Eyes,  Jolly  Frills, 
Ken  Muzalewski.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob’s  Scrumptious,  Rob’s  Fuzzy  Navel,  Rob’s  Argyle 
Socks;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Pat 
Champagne;  Best  Miniature:  Sassy  Night;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Anne  Nicholas.  Best  Trailer:  Trail  Along; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita  ‘Blue  Moon’,  Phyllis  Reuss. 
Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  mpicola ;  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Eunice  Curry. 

FIRST  AVS  OF  WICHITA  FALLS,  TX  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Okie  Easter  Bunny,  Wild 
Irish  Rose,  Salmon  Ella;  Best  Standard:  Wild  Irish  Rose; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Pet;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s 
Jitterbug;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  velutina ,  Gail 
Elmore.  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Linda  Darnell;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Chirita  ‘Destiny’;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Patricia  Daniel. 

FIRST  AUSTIN  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Kiwi  Dazzler,  Wisteria,  Maas’  Janet; 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Neat  Nellie,  Jolly 
Devil,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Shirks  Precious  Memories;  Best 
Standard:  Wisteria;  Best  Miniature:  Pink  Puff; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Penny  Smith-Kerker.  Best 
Trailer,  Dolores  Gibbs;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
pendula  var.  kizarae ;  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Bright 
Eyes’  x  Sinningia  concinna ;  Best  Design,  Dolores 
Gibbs.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Glenda  Williams. 

FIRST  HALIFAX  AVS,  NOVA  SCOTIA  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Antique  Rose,  Plumberry  Glow,  Definitely  Darryl;  Best 
in  Show/Best  Standard:  Picasso;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Definitely  Darryl;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Loose  Noodle; 
Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  tongwensis  Uppsala  3397\  Best  Gesneriad: 
Sinningia  ‘Gabriel’s  Horn’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Anne  Brown.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Audrey  Moir. 

FIRST  LAKELAND  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Suncoast  Lavender  Silk,  Live 
Wire,  Optimara  EverGrace;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Lyon’s  June  Bug,  Jolly 
Magic;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Optimara 
EverGrace;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Magic;  Best  Trailer: 


Cherokee  Trail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Petrocosmea JorestiU 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Christel  Collier.  Best 
Miniature:  Jolly  Cutie  Pie;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  Cha  Simba,  Kelly  Ates.  Best  Design,  Eryth 
Hendershot.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Mary  Jane 
DiLorenzo. 

ILLINOIS  AVS,  IL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Winnergreen,  Jolly  Coral,  Jolly 
Frills;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Coral;  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  John  Regan.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Little  Busybody,  Cupid’s  Jewel, 
Apollo  Dream;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Tomi 
Griesenauer.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Mid- 
America;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies 
orbicularis ,  Adrienne  Rieck.  Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Ace, 
Andrea  Worrell.  Best  Trailer:  Baby  Brian,  Judy 
DuPont.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Black  Beauty’,  Gary 
Mikita. 

METROPOLITAN  ST.  LOUIS  AVS,  MO  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Tiger,  Frozen 
in  Time,  Namely  Nancy;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Optimara  Little  Pawnee, 
Jolly  Fire;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Optimara 
Little  Pawnee;  Best  Standard:  Ruth  Carey;  Best 
Miniature:  Jolly  Orchid;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Susan  Hapner.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Orchard’s  Wonder  Twin,  Jolly  Blue  Clouds,  Smitten 
Kitten,  Marsha  Gustafson.  Best  Trailer:  Nadeau  Trailer, 
Ron  Nadeau.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  species 
Jlorianoplis ,  Barbara  Jacobs.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Fran  Russom. 

SEATTLE  AVS,  WA  -  Winners:  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Rebel’s  Rose  Bud,  Jean  Chin.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Dust  Storm;  Best  Trailer:  Skagit 
Rainbow  Trails;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ruth 
Young.  Best  Miniature:  Honey  Blue  Ace,  Denny  Van 
Dorn.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Pink  Dreams’,  Bob 
Clark.  Best  Design,  Austin  Grevious. 

UNPREDICTABLES  AVS  AND  SHO  ME  AVC, 
MO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue,  Cool  Teen,  Pink  Pussycat;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail;  Best  Standard: 
Kumiko;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’Crinkle  Blue; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Lynn  Canning.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  grotei ,  Richard  Faris. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Ice  Cream’,  Tricia  Thylor.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Linda  Hall. 
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New  Buckeyes  from 
Hybridizer  Pat  Hancock 


Buckeye 
Nocturne 

Large 

Photo  Credit:  Mel  Grice 


Buckeye 

Northern 

Lights 

Large 


Photo  Credit:  Mel  Grice 
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Photo  Credit:  Thad  Scaggs 


Episcia 
‘Thad.  ’s 
Yellow  Bird’ 

Grown  and  Hybridized  by-.  Thad  Scaggs 


November  •  December  2010 


African  Violet  Magazine  45 


AVSA  Affiliates 


Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 
645  Hudson  Avenue  •  Tdmpa,  FL  33606-3926 
Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


BUILDING  &  BOOSTING  AVSA 

With  the  focus  this  year  being  on  what  the  affiliates 
can  do  for  AVSA,  I  would  like  to  continue  with 
descriptions  of  our  AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 
and  our  AVSA  Booster  Fund. 

AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

AVSA  is  the  proud  owner  of  its  own  building  in 
Beaumont,  Texas.  Our  headquarters  houses  Jenny 
Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  office  Secretary,  Amy 
Carruth,  and  Ruth  Rumsey,  the  African  Violet  Magazine 
Editor,  also  has  her  office  in  the  building.  Janet  Riemer, 
AVSA  past  President  and  Archivist,  keeps  records  in  the 
office.  Our  AVSA  past  and  present  are  in  our  Beaumont 
office. 

I  recently  spoke  with  Susan  Hapner,  the  Chairman  of 
the  AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund.  When  Joyce 
Stork  was  President,  she  asked  Susan  to  take  on  this 
position.  Joyce  had  described  this  chairmanship  as  “an 
easy  job,”  and  Susan  graciously  accepted. 

Many  of  us  remember  the  town  of  Beaumont  as 
being  the  bulls-eye  target  of  Hurricanes  Rita  (‘05)  and 
Ike  (‘08).  Weather  forecasters  from  all  over  the  world 
had  the  Texas  town  in  their  reports.  As  a  result  of  these 
storms,  our  AVSA  headquarters  sustained  damage  and 
the  call  for  help  went  out  to  our  membership. 

Susan  Hapner’s  “easy”  position  turned  into  one  of  dire 
need  in  a  real  emergency.  Water  and  wind  had  damaged 
our  AVSA  Headquarters,  and  funds  were  needed  for 
repairs.  Susan  received  approximately  $46,000  in 
donations  from  our  generous  members.  Susan  sent  out 
over  three  hundred  and  fifty  thank  you  notes. 

This  was  the  start  for  Susan  Hapner,  Building  Fund 
Chairman.  Susan  has  brought  many  new  ideas  into  her 
position.  Did  you  ever  wonder  whose  idea  it  was  to 
designate  our  fund  donations  to  “Geneva,  Two-tone, 
Thumbprint,  and  Multicolor”?  We  can  thank  Susan  for 
this  idea.  Many  of  our  basic  bookkeeping  methods  have 
been  updated  from  the  methods  used  before  this  age  of 
computers. 

While  we  hope  our  hurricane  years  are  not  repeated, 
the  Building  Maintenance  Fund  is  an  on-going  project. 
Our  AVSA  headquarters  recently  experienced  a  pest 


problem  that  required  spraying  the  office  more  than 
once  and  the  removal  of  four  O’ possums  that  were  the 
start  of  the  flea  problem.  The  problem  has  been 
resolved,  and  our  staff  will  no  longer  have  to  endure  or 
flee  the  fleas. 

Susan  asked  me  to  mention  that  the  costs  for  AVSA 
increase,  which  causes  budget  adjustments  involving 
the  upkeep  of  the  office.  Since  Hurricane  Rita’s  repairs,  it 
is  important  to  keep  in  mind  that  emergency  funds 
should  be  established. 

When  in  southeast  Texas,  drop  in  and  visit  the  AVSA 
office.  On  the  upper  Texas  coast,  Beaumont  is  not  far 
from  the  beaches  of  Bolivar  Peninsula  and  Galveston 
Island.  As  with  any  building,  our  AVSA  headquarters 
will  need  continued  maintenance  and  upgrades  to  hold 
off  future  problems.  Please  send  your  donations  to 
Susan  Hapner,  Building  Maintenance  Fund  Chairman, 
35  Ridge  Point  Drive,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 

AVSA  Booster  Fund 

Shirley  Berger  is  the  long-standing  chairman  of  the 
AVSA  Booster  Fund.  The  booster  fund  was  started  for 
members  who  wished  to  contribute  more  than  just  dues 
to  AVSA  activities.  This  fund  goes  into  the  general 
treasury  and  supports  AVSA.  * 

Many  of  our  members  have  donated  to  the  Booster 
Fund  and  specified  their  donation  be  for  the  AVSA 
Website  Improvement  Fund  or  the  Office  Computer 
Fund.  These  donations,  while  appearing  in  the  bi¬ 
monthly  African  Violet  Magazine  report,  are  noted  as 
designated  for  these  funds.  Shirley  reports  our  donations 
to  the  treasurer  of  AVSA  as  well  as  the  Editor  of  the 
African  Violet  Magazine. 

When  our  donations  are  made  in  memory  of  a 
specific  individual,  Shirley  will  also  send  a  personal  note 
to  the  family.  Please  remember  to  include  those 
addresses  when  you  make  memorial  donations. 

Please  consider  the  AVSA  Booster  Fund  for  your 
donations  and  send  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822  South 
Mainsail  Drive,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  you,  the  affiliate  members, 
on  what  topics  would  be  of  interest  to  you  in  2011. 
Please  send  me  your  suggestions. 
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Water,  Fertilizer,  and  pH 

By  Annette  Kennedy 


African  violets  are  an  indoor  plant  and  require 
regular  care  to  maintain  optimum  growth. 

There  are  no  right  or  wrong  ways  to  water 
African  violets,  but  there  are  some  ways  that  are 
better  than  others. 

African  violets  are  commonly  watered  in  a 
saucer  or  from  the  top,  into  a  saucer.  This  works 
well,  but  because  African  violets  do  not  like  wet 
feet,  any  water  in  the  saucer  must  be  poured  out. 
It  is  also  important  to  only  water  your  African 
violets  when  they  are  a  bit  dry,  not  regularly 
every  week  or  every  few  days.  Use  your  finger  to 
feel  how  moist  the  soil  is  or  judge  by  the  weight 
of  the  pot.  If  it  is  heavy,  it  is  most  likely  moist 
enough.  If  it  feels  light,  your  plant  probably 
needs  a  drink. 

Most  African  violet  growers  prefer  to  use  the 
wick-watering  method.  To  do  this,  it  is  important 
to  use  a  soilless  potting  mix.  Before  a  plant  is  put 
into  a  pot,  a  wick  is  inserted  through  a  hole  in 
the  base  and  goes  about  1/2  way  into  the  pot. 
There  is  a  variety  of  wicks  that  can  be  used. 
What  you  choose  is  your  individual  choice,  but 
whatever  you  select,  it  must  be  nylon  or  synthet¬ 
ic.  Most  club  members  use  8  ply  nylon/acrylic 
wool,  some  use  nylon  pantyhose  cut  into  thin 
strips,  and  3mm  Venetian  blind  cord  can  also  be 
used.  Any  cotton  wick  will  soon  rot  because  it  is 
constantly  wet,  and  you  may  not  notice  until 
your  plant  looks  limp,  and  you  find  the  cotton 
cord  floating  in  the  reservoir. 

Once  you  insert  the  wick,  then  pot  the  plant 
into  the  pot,  it  is  beneficial  to  water  gently 
through  from  the  top  to  ensure  everything  is 
moist  and  the  water  will  run  down  and  wet  the 
wick.  Some  growers  like  to  wet  the  wick  before 
using  it.  The  pot  may  now  be  set  upon  a  reser¬ 


voir,  and  the  plant  will  draw  its  moisture  up 
through  the  wick  by  capillary  action.  If  you  have 
several  plants,  you  can  also  use  a  cat  litter  tray 
with  a  wire  rack.  This  way  you,  only  have  to 
water  one  container  for  several  plants. 

Watering  provides  the  ideal  time  to  feed  or 
fertilize  your  African  violets.  Select  a  fertilizer 
specifically  for  African  violets,  and  FOLLOW  THE 
INSTRUCTIONS  ON  THE  LABEL.  Do  not  try  to 
guess  by  using  a  few  drops  instead  of  making  up 
the  solution  as  per  instructions.  Use  the  nutrient 
solution  when  you  need  to  water  your  plant. 
There  are  various  nutrients  available,  so  choose 
one  to  suit  you  or  ask  another  experienced 
grower  what  they  use  and  be  guided  by  them. 

pH  is  the  measure  of  acidity  or  alkalinity  in 
the  soil  and  is  on  a  scale  from  1-14.  Low  pH  is 
acidic,  and  a  higher  pH  is  alkaline.  Seven  is  a 
neutral  mark.  African  violets  like  about  6.5  to 
6.8  for  the  optimum  uptake  of  nutrients  by  the 
roots  of  the  plant. 

It  is  best  to  use  a  recommended  potting  mix 
which  should  have  been  corrected  for  pH. 

With  older  plants  which  fail  to  thrive,  a  faulty 
pH  can  be  a  possible  cause  and  can  be  remedied 
by  repotting. 

pH  test  kits  are  available  from  nurseries  and 
garden  centers  if  you  want  to  test  your  own.  If 
potting  mix  is  too  acid,  it  can  be  adjusted  by 
adding  some  dolomite  lime,  but  it  needs  to  be  left 
alone  for  a  few  weeks  to  stabilize. 

For  best  results,  use  a  recommended  African 
violet  potting  mix  and  a  balanced  African  violet 
fertilizer. 
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Hobby  Hybridizing 

By  Bob  Kurzynski 


Hobby  hybridizing  is  both  fun  and  rewarding. 
The  fun  is  choosing  your  parent  plants  based  on 
what  you  are  trying  to  achieve.  The  reward,  after 
all  is  said  and  done,  is  that  one  of  your  plants 
gets  some  recognition. 

In  the  late  1980’s,  a  close  friend  in  our  local 
violet  club  was  doing  some  hybridizing  with 
great  results.  He  challenged  me  to  try  it  and 
guided  me  through  the  process  of  selecting  the 
best  plants.  From  the  onset,  my  goal  was  to 
hybridize  good  show  plants.  My  main 
requirement  was  plants  with  good  symmetry  and 
bloom  count. 

The  first  cross  resulted  in  too  many 
seedlings.  The  singles  that  dropped  their  blos¬ 
soms  and  the  ones  with  little  or  no  symmetry 
were  immediately  discarded.  I  kept  only  two 
plants  from  my  original  cross  and  still  have 
them  today.  At  the  1992  AVSA  National 
convention  in  Lancaster,  PA,  I  entered  the  plant 
I  named  ‘Miss  Ellie’  and  won  a  Best  in  Class 
and  a  $25.00  award.  Needless  to  say,  I  was 
hooked. 

I  grow  mainly  for  show,  so  I  limit  the  number 
of  crosses  I  make  to  keep  most  of  my  shelves 
for  the  show  plants.  In  my  latest  cross,  I  used 
two  variegated  semi-minis.  As  they  begin  to 
show  promise,  I  remove  them  from  their 
seedling  container  and  start  to  pot  them  up.  1 
usually  do  no  more  than  ten  or  twelve  at  a  time, 

so  I  can  grow  and 
evaluate  them 
properly. 

Here  are 
photos  of  some  of 
them.  The  first 
four  show  good 
symmetry  and 
very  different 
variegation. 

In  the  next 
two,  one  shows 
terrible  symmetry, 


so  it  will  be  discarded.  The  other  one  shows 
heavy  serration  in  the  leaves,  and  the  first  blos¬ 
soms  are  multicolor  blue  and  white  pansies.  It 
still  has  a  way  to  go  before  I  will  decide  to  keep  it 
or  not. 


The  last  photo  is  from  a  previous  cross.  It  is  an 
all  around  good  show  plant.  It  is  a  semi  -mini 
that  I  have  registered.  It  is  named  ‘Jersey  Sugar 
Plums.’ 

This  year 
brought  two 
surprises  for 
me.  My  hybrid 
named  ‘Jersey 
Snow  Drops’ 
won  a  Best  in 
Show  at  a 
Pennsylvania 
show,  and  my 
hybrid,  ‘Jersey 
Girl  Trail’  won  best  trailer  at  the  National 
Convention  in  Raleigh. 

I  hope  I  have  whetted  your  appetite  and  that 
some  of  you  African  violet  enthusiasts  will  give 
hybridizing  a  try.  If  you  do  try  hybridizing  and 
have  many  seedlings,  you  can  donate  them  to 
your  club  for  a  project  plant,  educational 
display,  or  even  let  your  club  sell  them  at  your 
next  show. 

There  is  a  great  article  by  Sue  Gardner  on 
Hybridizing  in  the  March/ April  ’10  AVM,  which 
you  can  use  as  your  guideline. 

Happy  Growing! 
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THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 
STATEMENT  OF  CONDITION 

December  31,  2009  AND  2008 

ASSETS 

CURRENT  ASSETS 

Cash  and  Cash  Equivalents . 

Accounts  Receivable . 

2009 

$36,585  . 

....  603 

2008 

$44,964 

Investments* . 

Inventory . 

Prepaid  expenses . 

.  169,604 . 

.  .  15,750 . 

.  .  19,882  . 

.  127,817 
.  .  22,074 
.  .  5,699 

Total  current  assets . 

.  242.424  . 

200.554 

PROPERTY  AND  EQUIPMENT,  net  of  accumulated  depreciation 

65.823  . 

.  70.275 

OTHER  ASSETS 

Reorganization  costs  net  of  accumulated  amortization 

PERMANENTLY  RESTRICTED  ASSETS 

Investments* . 

.  .  55,163  . 

.  81,977 

Total  permanently  restricted  assets . 

.  .  55.163  . 

.  81.977 

Total  assets . 

.  363.410  . 

352.806 

*  A  reclassification  of  assets  occurred  between  2008  and  2009  to  properly  reflect  status  of  assets 

LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS 

CURRENT  LIABILITIES 

Payroll  and  sale  tax  liabilities . 

Deferred  advertising  income . 

Deferred  membership  fees . . . 

Deferred  life  memberships . 

Deferred  income,  future  conventions . 

Deferred  revenue  -  other . . . 

2009 

.  $1,440  . 

_  896 . 

.  .  54,132 . 

.  112,450 . 

.  .  .  9,343 . 

.  .  .  5.005 . 

2008 

.  $1,365 
.  .  .  .  896 
.  .  65,888 
.  110,925 
.  .  .  2,135 
.  .  .  5.005 

Total  current  liabilities . 

.  183,266 . 

.  186,214 

NET  ASSETS 

Unrestricted 

Operating . 

Board  designated  -  Convention . 

Board  designated  -  Boyce  Edens . 

Board  designated  -  Hudson  Awards . 

Property  and  Equipment . 

.  (46,149) . 

.  .  19,482 . 

.  .  79,184 . 

.  .  .  3,962 . 

.  .  65.823 . 

.  (44,532) 

.  .  .  8,928 
.  .  48,468 
.  .  .  1,476 
.  .  70.275 

Total  unrestricted  net  assets . 

Permanently  restricted . 

.  122,302 . 

.  .  57.842 . 

.  .  84,615 
.  .  81.977 

Total  net  assets . 

.  180.144 . 

.  166.592 

Total  liabilities  and  net  assets . 

.  363.410 . 

.  352,806 
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MOVING  MID-WINTER 
WITH  PLANTS 

By  Suzie  Larouche 


Moving  your  worldly  possessions  in  the 
middle  of  winter  is  not  an  adventure  for  the  faint 
of  heart.  Apparently,  my  heart  is  valiant,  for  this 
is  the  third  time  I  have  done  it,  with  plants,  if  you 
please.  This  time  around,  there  have  been  only 
two  and  a  half  casualties.  Was  it  because  of  mild 
weather  or  careful  packing?  I  like  to  think  it  was 
a  combination  of  both. 

The  week  before  the  move,  I  trimmed  all  the 
plants  to  the  bare  minimum.  For  a  Kohieria ,  that 
means  almost  a  buzz  cut,  and  I  knew  nature 
would  take  over  in  no  time.  For  others,  like 
Sinningia  iarae  and  5.  leopoldii ,  it  meant  nothing 
at  all  and  hoping  for  the  best.  For  Saintpaulia ,  it 
meant  removing  all  the  leaves  that  went  over  the 
pot  rim.  Then  again,  gesneriads  being  what  they 
are,  some  could  take  very  little  trimming  and 
remain  fairly  undamaged.  I  even  became 
optimistic  and  left  the  aeschynanthus  that  was 
finally  looking  the  way  it  should  be.  I  just  crossed 
my  fingers  that  it  would  get  to  the  other  end  in 
decent  shape.  1  also  gave  everything  a  good 
watering  and  let  it  sit  for  a  few  days,  instructing 
Azza,  my  apartment-mate  at  the  time,  not  to 
water  them  again  because  I  wanted  the  leaves 
flexible  two  days  hence.  Lot  of  good  it  did  me 
and  poor  Chirita  ‘Kazu’.  She  watered  again  the 
very  morning  the  greens  were  going  to  be 
packed.  So  with  lots  of  trepidation  at  the  turgid 
leaves  and  dripping  pots,  but  no  time  left  to  go, 
armed  with  dozens  of  leftover  nylon  socks  and  a 
stack  of  newsprint,  I  set  to  the  task  of  securing 
my  precious  gesneriads  and  sansevierias. 

First  off,  every  pot  went  into  a  sock  (and  they 
do  make  them  for  substantial  legs  too,  so  there 
can  be  plenty  of  room  for  a  six-inch  pot.  Once 
the  pot  was  well  wrapped  into  the  bottom  of  the 
sock,  I  carefully  lifted  the  leg  over  the  foliage, 
praying  that  the  turgidity  of  the  leaves  would  not 
mean  huge  losses,  but  I  did  hear  some  dreadful 
crunching  noises  as  I  went,  however  gingerly, 


and  cringed.  There  was  no  time  to  check  for 
actual  damage.  After  being  properly  socked,  each 
plant  was  wrapped  into  several  layers  of 
newsprint  and  placed  in  a  large  cardboard  box, 
the  bigger  plants  going  to  the  bottom  and  smaller 
ones  being  stacked  on  top  until  the  box  was  full. 
The  flaps  were  left  open,  ready  to  be  moved  the 
next  morning,  the  day  before  the  actual  move. 

I  ended  up  with  three  boxes.  Of  course,  luck 
being  what  it  is,  the  next  day  was  one  of  the 
coldest  we  had  this  winter.  A  generous  friend 
came  with  his  car  to  drive  us  all  to  our  new 
dwelling.  On  the  departure  side,  the  boxes  were 
loaded  in  the  heated  underground  garage,  but 
there  was  no  such  accommodation  at  the  duplex 
where  we  were  going,  so  the  plants  were  very 
quickly  unloaded  and  taken  to  the  bathtub  and 
vanity  top  in  the  bathroom,  the  only  places  I 
knew  the  movers  would  not  lay  any  of  the  other 
boxes. 

After  the  actual  move,  the  apartment  looked 
like  a  train  wreck,  with  a  mountain  of  boxes 
stacked  without  rhyme  or  reason  all  over  the 
place,  in  spite  of  my  careful  labeling.  Thankfully, 
I  had  a  muscular  friend  with  me,  after  the  movers 
went  away,  to  clear  a  path  to  the  bathroom  and 
help  put  up  the  bed.  The  plant  boxes  were  laid  on 
top  of  a  pile,  and  off  to  bed  I  went.  It  was  eleven 
P.M. 

Unpacking  was  a  big  task,  and  I  went  about  it 
the  way  things  were  stacked,  except  that  the 
plant  boxes  were  moved  as  I  went  until  I  could 
get  to  the  shelves  and  put  them  up,  or  even  clear 
the  way  to  a  windowsill.  Between  unpacking, 
Norwalk  virus,  throwing  my  back,  and  being 
assigned  out  of  town  for  a  week,  it  was  three 
weeks  before  I  Finally  got  to  the  plants  which  I 
fully  expected  to  be  almost  defunct  by  then. 
There  I  went,  unwrapping  the  first,  carefully 
cutting  through  the  side  of  its  sock  while  I  took  a 
deep  breath...  It  was  alive,  relatively  well,  and  the 
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soil  was  still  slightly  moist.  (Thank  you,  Azza,  for 
not  listening  to  me  and  watering  anyway!) 

More  and  more  gesneriads  and  sansevierias 
came  out,  mostly  intact  except  for  a  Chirita  that 
was  not  doing  well,  and  a  leafless  Columnea. 
Sinningia  leopoldii  dropped  its  stem  in  the 
unpacking,  but  the  tuber  is  still  there  and  now 
sprouting  new  growth. 

In  the  last  month,  everything  has  been  grow¬ 
ing  well  at  east  and  west  oriented  windows  and 


on  shelves  on  a  side  wall.  Chiritas  are  blooming, 
the  crazy  aeschynanthus  is  in  bud,  still  clad  in  all 
its  leaves,  and  the  rest  is  growing  back  to  size. 
Sartsevieria  gracilis  x  elatior  has  sprouted  a 
flower  stalk,  and  the  sun  is  rising  through  the 
east  window.  Life  is  good,  lime  to  go  water  the 
greenery. 

From  the  Toronto  Gesneriad 
Society  Newsletter 


AVSA  is  having  a  Holiday  Special  for  the 
2011  AVSA  Calendar  tor  a  discount  price: 


1-5 . $10.00  plus  postage 

6-10 . $  9.00  plus  postage 

1 1  up . $  8.00  plus  postage 


NOTE:  Postage  for  one  in  an  envelope  $2.95;  Best  price  on  postage  is 
small  flat  rate  box— $10.95  you  can  get  up  to  22  in  a  flat  rate  box 


They  will  make  very  nice  gifts  for  friends  and  families  - 
so  order  some  extra  calendars  before  they  are  sold  out. 
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Gesneriads  at  the  Nursing  Home 

By  Doris  Brownlie 


In  2002  at  the  annual  show  of  the  Lakeshore 
African  Violet  Society  at  Sherway  Gardens,  I 
was  approached  by  the  Volunteer  Director  of  the 
Lakeshore  Lodge  Nursing  Home  about 
volunteering  to  assist  the  residents  in  the 
growing  of  gesneriads  on  a  light  stand  that  was 
set  up  in  the  activity  room  of  their  home.  When 
I  mentioned  this  at  the  next  meeting,  a  few 
other  members  indicated  their  willingness  to 
come  with  me  to  the  home  to  see  if  this  activity 
was  possible. 

First,  we  had  to  set  up  our  ground  rules  and 
get  to  know  their  routines.  Our  ground  rules 
were  that  we  would  come  every  second  week 
during  the  year  on  a  Wednesday  afternoon  and 
run  a  program  for  about  1  1/2  hours.  In  July 
and  August,  we  would  come  once  a  month  for 
plant  maintenance  only.  In  the  meantime,  we 
would  require  someone  to  care  for  the  plants  by 
watering  them  twice  a  week.  We  found  that  the 
Activities  Director  was  very  interested  in  plants 
and  would  oversee  that  duty  so  we  decided  to 
go  ahead. 

Their  requirements  for  new  volunteers  were 
that  we  had  to  fill  out  an  application  and  go 
through  orientation  to  learn  how  to  wheel  a 
wheel  chair,  how  to  talk  to  the  residents,  and 
what  to  do  in  a  case  of  an  emergency. 

Our  first  meeting  was  an  informal  one  where 
we  showed  the  interested  residents  some  beau¬ 
tifully  blooming  African  violets  and  told  them 
that  they,  too,  could  have  some  in  their  activity 
room.  One  resident  wanted  to  buy  one 
immediately  for  her  room,  so  we  knew  that  we 
had  created  some  enthusiasm. 

Our  formal  meetings  have  not  changed  much 
during  the  years.  We  start  with  a  workshop 
where  we  cover  the  tables  with  newspaper  and 
give  each  person  a  brush,  a  spoon,  and  a 
margarine  container  of  soil.  As  we  place  the 
plant  in  front  of  the  person,  we  tell  them  if  it 
needs  brushing  or  a  little  soil  added.  Some 


residents  cannot  speak  because  of  a  stroke. 
Others  are  only  able  to  use  one  hand.  Others 
have  severe  arthritis  and  are  afraid  to  touch  the 
plants.  Some  need  urging,  while  others  go  right 
ahead.  For  this  reason,  we  have  a  team  of  four 
members  who  work  closely  with  the  residents, 
urging  them  to  do  their  best. 

Every  day  is  different.  Some  residents  have 
mood  swings  and  leave  during  the  activity. 
Others  prefer  just  to  watch.  We  find  that,  while 
some  are  very  private  about  their  former  state 
in  life,  others  are  very  free  with  information 
about  past  experiences. 

This  is  followed  by  a  favorite  activity  of 
theirs,  where  most  people  take  part  if  they  are 
physically  able.  I  bring  about  five  boxes  of 
blossoms  of  all  colors  and  sizes.  We  place  a 
glass  salad  bowl  of  water  in  front  of  each 
resident  and  they  float  the  blossoms,  placing 
them  in  beautiful  color  arrangements  while 
expressing  awe  at  each  blossom.  We  place  these 
bowls  on  the  windowsill  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  residents.  The  blossoms  remain  fresh  up  to 
two  weeks  if  the  level  of  the  water  is  kept  up. 
One  resident  took  a  real  liking  to  one  of  the 
bowls  and  changed  the  water  every  day.  His 
flowers  lasted  at  least  two  weeks. 

At  the  end  of  each  session,  I  have  “Show 
and  Tell”  of  unusual  Gesneriads  or  fully  bloom¬ 
ing  plants  from  my  home.  I  introduce  each  one, 
describing  how  it  grows  and  its  origin.  Then,  I 
place  it  beside  each  resident  for  comments. 
Some  have  a  lot  to  say  and  one  lady,  who 
spoke  slowly  because  of  a  stroke,  described  in 
detail  exactly  the  colors  and  shape  of  each 
blossom.  In  the  winter  when  it  is  not  wise  to 
travel  with  plants,  I  show  a  video  of  past  per¬ 
formances  on  TV  or  photos  of  a  show,  but  this 
is  not  done  often  because  there  is  no  personal 
interaction. 

In  December  we  have  a  small  Christmas 
party  when  they  enjoy  a  small  sandwich,  a 
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gingerbread  cookie,  a  shortbread  cookie,  and  a 
piece  of  Christmas  cake.  They  also  receive  a 
small  gift.  The  money  for  this  usually  comes 
from  my  being  able  to  sell  extra  plants  from 
their  stand  at  one  of  the  shows. 

In  the  Lakeshore  show  schedule,  there  is  a 
special  class  for  the  Lakeshore  Lodge  violets, 
and  another  one  in  the  gesneriad  section.  We  do 
the  disbudding  and  preparing,  and  when  the 
time  comes  to  enter  the  show,  because  it  is  a 
community  effort,  we  put  the  names  of  the 
show  plants  in  a  hat,  and  each  person  who  has 
attended  the  sessions  draws  for  their  show 
plant.  After  the  show,  they  are  presented  with 
their  blue  ribbons  and  their  entry  cards.  1  also 
bring  along  the  rosettes  and  ribbons  won  at  all 
the  shows  I  enter,  and  they  are  very  proud  of 
my  efforts. 

The  residents  come  and  go.  We  have  lost 
about  six  through  sickness  and  death,  but  the 
number  of  residents  at  each  session  is  about  six 
to  eight.  Elsie  has  been  with  us  right  from  the 
beginning,  and  she  watches  over  the  plants  and 
tells  us  what  has  been  happening  during  our 
absence.  She  coaxed  a  blind  friend  to  attend, 
and  described  each  plant  to  her  and  what  we 
were  doing  with  it.  She  also  attends  all  our 
shows  with  her  nephew  and  has  bought  one  or 


two  plants  at  the  show.  One  day  a  new  resident 
beckoned  me  into  her  room,  and  there  on  her 
windowsill,  in  full  bloom,  were  violets  I  readily 
recognized,  ‘Picasso’  and  ‘Midnight  Romance,’ 
in  full  bloom!  It  was  not  until  later  that  I  heard 
from  her  daughter-in-law  that  she  had  bought 
these  plants  at  our  show  at  Sherway  which  was 
her  favorite  shopping  center,  until  a  stroke 
robbed  her  of  her  speech  and  movement  on  one 
side. 

They  have  learned  how  to  put  down  leaves 
and  cuttings,  grow  from  rhizomes,  how  to  pot 
up,  and  repot.  Of  course,  we  have  had  some 
disasters.  One  day  a  resident  watered  them  all 
with  milk!  We  found  that  they  were  turning  off 
the  lights  to  watch  T.V.,  and  many  times  the 
plants  were  under  or  over  watered.  Three  of  the 
residents  have  grown  gesneriads  on  their  win¬ 
dowsills,  right  from  leaf  to  bloom.  The  windows 
face  west  so  they  have  to  shelter  them  from  the 
sun  in  summer  and  the  cold  winds  in  winter. 

After  each  session,  we  leave  tired  but  satisfied 
that  we  have  in,  some  way,  brightened  up  the 
day  for  a  group  of  people  who  were  once  able  to 
contribute  to  our  society  in  a  meaningful  way. 

From  the  Toronto  Gesneriad 
Society  Newsletter 


Coming  Events  Deadlines 

Januaiy  Issue  -  November  1  July  Issue  -  May  1 
March  Issue  -  Januaiy  1  September  Issue  -  July  1 
May  Issue  -  March  1  November  Issue  -  September  1 
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New  Standards  for  2010  - 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 


Hearts  Aflutter 


Red  Rocket 
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Sierra  Sunrise 


Cosmic  Art 
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Culture  of  African  Violets 
During  Winter 

By  Margaret  Taylor 


After  the  searing  hot  days  of  summer,  the 
cooler  temperatures  afford  us  an  opportunity  to 
re-think  our  culture  of  African  violets.  There  are 
some  positive  traits  occurring.  Larger  flowers, 
vibrant  colors,  stronger  fantasy  markings,  a 
return  of  absentee  edges,  and  improved  color  and 
definition  of  variegated  leaves. 

Temperatures  should  be  kept  above  16°C 
(60°F).  Violets  will  succumb  if  it  becomes  colder 
than  this  for  any  length  of  time. 

If  using  wick  watering,  sometimes  there  is  a 
wetter  soil  ball  because  of  the  lessened  transpi¬ 
ration.  If  the  potting  mix  is  too  heavy  and/or  too 
wet,  plants  may  succumb  to  crown  or  root  rot 
which  is  usually  a  terminal  condition.  With  expe¬ 
rience,  it  is  easy  to  tell  from  the  heft  of  the  pot  if 
there  is  an  overly  wet  situation.  Should  this  be 
the  case,  it  is  important  to  allow  the  soil  ball  to 
dry  out  a  little,  either  by  removing  the  wicks 
from  the  reservoir  for  a  few  days  or  by  standing 
the  pot  on  some  absorbent  material  to  absorb  the 
excess  moisture.  The  best  plants  are  those  kept  a 
little  on  the  dry  side  in  winter. 

If  using  water  wells,  there  is  no  need  to  be  in  a 
hurry  to  refill  the  well  the  instant  the  water  has 
been  used  up.  While  there  is  condensation  in  the 
container  there  is  enough  moisture.  Window  sills 
may  be  too  cold  due  to  the  chill  from  glass  panes. 
Leaving  an  African  violet  in  such  a  situation 
overnight  will  most  likely  result  in  its  demise. 


Leaching  is  normally  best  avoided  in  winter, 
as  is  saturating  a  pot  with  insecticidal  solution. 

Side  shoots  seem  to  occur  more  frequently 
during  winter,  so  be  on  the  watch  to  remove 
them  before  they  grow  too  big  and  spoil  the 
symmetry  of  standard  and  miniature  varieties. 

Powdery  Mildew  is  often  a  winter  problem.  It  is 
caused  by  temperature  fluctuation  and  stagnant 
air.  Flushing  the  growing  area  with  fresh  air 
regularly  may  help,  but  not  if  the  air  is  cold. 

Spraying  with  a  fungicide  may  help.  If  an 
aerosol  product  is  used,  avoid  spraying  close  to 
the  plants  and  just  lightly  mist.  Choose  a  time  to 
do  this  when  temperatures  are  warm. 

Pests  are  less  active  in  winter,  but  if  thrips 
and/or  mites  have  been  a  problem  during  the 
summer  months,  now  is  a  good  time  to  do  a 
winter  clean  up.  Use  an  appropriate  spray  and 
repeat  at  weekly  intervals  for  three  weeks.  It  will 
help  if  all  flowers  and  buds  are  removed.  Man¬ 
aging  with  nicely  variegated  plants  in  the  short 
term  is  a  worthwhile  decision.  Be  very  mindful  of 
your  own  safety  and  that  of  pets  when  spraying. 
Avoid  spraying  in  any  living  area  and  follow  the 
manufacturer’s  recommendation  regarding  safety, 
to  the  letter. 

Happy  growing! 

From  The  Afiican  Violet ,  Publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 


he  2010  AVSA 
Rental  List  can  now 
found  on  the 
SAVSA  Website 


^sa.org 


56  African  Violet  Magazine 


November  •  December  2010 


Changes 


One  of  the  first  principles  I  learned  as  a  new  violet 
grower  was  the  importance  of  testing  any  new  growing 
methods  on  only  a  few  violets.  Never,  I  was  told,  try 
anything  new  on  all  the  plants  in  my  collection  at  once. 
This  would  prevent  any  drastic  changes  with  my  vio¬ 
lets,  or,  heaven  forbid,  destroying  them  all! 

So,  what  did  1  do  but  move  my  entire  collection  into 
a  completely  new  environment  when  we  moved  to  a 
new  home  -  change  in  ambient  light,  change  in  temper¬ 
ature,  change  in  water.  No  wonder  my  violets  rebelled! 
It  has  now  been  four  years  since  these  changes,  and  we 
are  still  adapting. 

In  their  previous  location,  the  sun  and  daylight 
coming  through  large  windows  provided  additional 
light  beyond  that  from  my  florescent  lights.  I  usually 
ran  the  lights  for  ten  hours  a  day.  Now,  in  the  new 
location,  I  have  increased  the  light  times  to  twelve 
hours  a  day  to  help  offset  the  lack  of  sunlight. 

Moving  from  the  first  floor  to  a  finished  basement 
meant  that  the  room  temps  are  consistently  lower.  I  now 
set  the  thermostat  for  65°  F  (18.3C)  rather  than  60°F 
(16°C).  The  temperatures  will  reach  70°F  (2 1  °C)  when 
the  lights  are  on.  The  light  stands  are  also  placed  near 


By  Susan  Gimblet 

an  interior  wall  to  help  keep  away  cold  drafts. 

Conventional  growing  wisdom  is  to  place  variegated 
plants,  which  prefer  cooler  temperatures,  on  a  lower 
shelf  of  the  light  stand.  I  now  place  mine  on  an  upper 
shelf  which  maintains  better  variegation. 

Previously,  I  had  used  water  from  a  dehumidifier.  I 
now  draw  water  and  allow  it  to  stand  for  a  least  a  week 
before  using  it. 

These  changes  have  helped  the  violets  to  adapt.  It 
has  been  somewhat  of  a  trial  and  error  process. 

Some  changes,  such  as  using  tap  water  and  letting  it 
stand,  were  automatic,  as  there  was  no  other  choice. 
Other  things,  such  as  modifying  the  thermostat  and 
relocating  the  variegated  violets,  took  time  to  come  to  a 
final  decision.  Once  again,  that  original  guiding  princi¬ 
ple  of  changing  only  one  thing  at  a  time  was  still  criti¬ 
cal.  If  I  made  too  many  adjustments  at  once,  I  was  not 
sure  what  was  working  and  what  did  not. 

I  expect  to  continue  to  “tweak”  my  growing  condi¬ 
tions  as  I  go  along.  I  just  need  to  remember  to  do  one 
change  at  a  time! 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  on  6 roes 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  on  Tauru  s 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  on  Gemo'no 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  on  Cencer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  on  -Leo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 


Moon  on  Lobra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  aiiy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  on  Scorpio 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  on  SaqiWarius 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  on  Capricorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  on  ^cpoarotos 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  on  Pisces 


Moon  in  Virgo 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


November  Moon  Tab)© 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Mon 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

2  Tue 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

3  Wed  1 : 1 9  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

4  Thu 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

5  Fri  2:16  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4  th 

6  Sat 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful! 

New  12:52  am 

7  Sun.  3:28  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

8  Mon 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

9  Tue  8:37  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

lOWed 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

1 1  Thu  5:32  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

12  Fri 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

13  Sat 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd  1 1:39  am 

14  Sun  5:24  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

15  Mon 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

16  Tue  5:59  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

17  Wed 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

18  This 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

19  Fri  5:04  am 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

20  Sat 

Triurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

21  Sun  1:46  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

Full  12:27  pm 

22  Mon 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

23  Tue  8:14  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

24  Wed 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

25  Thu 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

26  Fri  1:01  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

27  Sat 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

28  Sun  4:34  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th  3:36  pm 

29  Mon 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4  th 

30  Tue  7:15  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 


December  Moon  Tab)e 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

Wed 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

Thu  9:44  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4  th 

Fri 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

Sat  2:59  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

Sun 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

New  12:36  pm 

Mon  6:16  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

Tue 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

Wed 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

Thu  2:30  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

Fri 

Aquarius 

Aii- 

Barren 

1st 

Sat  1:41  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

Sun 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

Mon 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd  8:59  am 

Tue  2:15  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

Wed 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

Thu  1:49  pm 

Hums 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

Fri 

Hums 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

Sat  10.37  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

Sun 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

Mon 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

Tue  4:22  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

Full  3:13  am 

Wed 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

Thu  7:51  am 

Lee 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

Fri 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

Sat  10:14  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

Sun 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

Mon  12:38  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th  11:18  pm 

Tue 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

Wed  3:49 

Scoipio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

Thu 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4  th 

Fri  8:21  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

November  4  -  6  -  TEXAS 

Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council  State 
Convention  and  Show 
Inn  of  the  Hills  Resort 
1001  Junction  Highway 
Kerrville,  TX 

Hours:  Nov  5  -  9  am  -  5  pm 

Nov  6  -  8:30  am  -  4:30  pm 

Info:  Gary  Thurman  (281-762-3209) 

rgthurm@earthlink.  net 

Info:  Janet  Castiglione  (940)  321-5638 

jcastiglione@centurytel.net 


November  6  &  7  -  MISSOURI 

AVC  of  Greater  Kansas  City 
59th  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Loose  Park  Garden  Center 
5 1  st  Street  and  Wornall 
Kansas  City,  MO 
Nov  6  -  9  am  -  3  pm 
Nov  7  -  10  am  -  3  pm 
Info:  Fred  &  Pat  Inbody 
(816)  373-6915 
Email:  kskdl@juno.com 

November  6  &  7  -  NEW  JERSEY 

TriState  AVC  49th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Frelinghuysen  Arboretum 
53  East  Hanover  Avenue 
Morristown,  New  Jersey 
Nov  6  -  1:30  pm  -  4:30  pm 
Nov  7  -  1 1  am  -  3:30  pm 
Info:  David  Tooker  732  671-2228 
Email:  Davidtook@aol.com 
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How  io  Grow  Prize-Winning 

^  AvmiMsN  iMumE'AsMMm 


i 

r-»  n  i  • 


I  -  :.a  V 

' 


By  Pauline  Bartholom 
and 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America, 

Revised  2008 


•  I S  I  ■  l 

■  S  .  ■ 

_ 


Save  tke  Saintpaulia 

Will  the  Wild  African 


"V  .  dd  Saintpaulia  species  are  iouna  only  in  a  very 
yy  1 1  mi  tec  1  b  a  1) i tat  in  a  handful  ol  mountain  and 
coastal  rainforests  known  by  scientists  as  tbe  Eastern 
Arc.  A1  uc  k  of  tl  le  Arc  rainforests  liave  been  destre 


Violet  S urvi  ve  ? 


found  onl-' 


royect 


by 


man . 


Tie  Ah  ican  Rainforest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  habitat. 
You  can  pi  a  y  a  cri  ti  ca  1  role . 


ou  can  play  a  cn 

$5  o.oo  -  Contributor 
$100.00  -  Rafiki  (Friend) 

$2  So  .00  -  Ndugu  (C  omrade) 

$5  oo.oo  -  fBwana  au  Bibi  (Patron) 
$1,000.00  JVLbifadi  (Conservator) 

$s  ,000.00  M  ezi  (Guardian) 

Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  made  to: 

Ah  ican  R  mdorest  Conservancy’  6(fo  Broadway,  Suite  202 
New  York ,  NY  10012 


The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


t  edar  Creek  Violet* 

V  P.O.Box  113 

Stanford,  KY  40484 
Ph  -  606-282-3432 

African  Violets,  Chiritas,  Columneas  & 
Other  Gesneriads . Plants  or  Cuttings! 

A, 

Eat  a  Bullfrog  first  thing  each  morning  and  nothing 
worse  will  happen  to  you  the  rest  of  the  day! 

Current  Catalog  $3.00 
Or  order  online  at 

www.orderafricanviolets.com 

Special:  25  leaves  (our  choice)  for  $28.00  ppd. 

Six  plants  (our  choice)  $30.00  ppd. 

You  may  choose  mini/semi,  standard,  trailers  or  mix. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover  Card,  AMX 
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3)atty’6  fPtant*  <£  antique* 

90  Slut  751 
920  MJllington 
Winfield ,  3Can*a*  67/56 

African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 
Begonias  &  Ferns 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
web  site: www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


Selective 


*Qardener 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


f 

L 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1 954 

Introducing  some  of  our  NEW  varieties  to  tempt  you  for  2010: 


Snowkissed  Plum 
Splendid  Chaos 
Heaven's  Smile 
Red  Rocket 
Spun  Sugar 


Perfect  Harmony 
Hearts  Aflutter 
Sierra  Sunrise 
Cosmic  Art 
Lacy  Lass 


Lucky  Devil  Gum  Drop 

To  receive  our  2010  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  mountains!  Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 

To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWWilyndonlyOn.COITI 
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MGS 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  12  =  $76.86  24  =  $144.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted 

74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  H  x  27”  W  x  12"  D 


African  Violets  for 
Everyone 

by  Ruth  Coulson 


The  book for  all  lovers  of  African  violets 

Includes  a  CD  of  images  and 
an  informative  presentation. 

180  x  240  mm  (7  x  9  1/2  in.) 
Paperback,  90  p.,  12  full  colour. 

$28.50  plus  postage  $14.00  in 
US/Can.,  $3.90  Aust. 

(Australian  currency) 

Enquire  for  other  postal  zones. 
Discounts  apply  for  10  or  more  copies. 

Orders  and  contact: 

Mail:  5  Colban  Street, 

Balcolyn  NSW  2264  Australia 
Email:  ruthcoulson@iprimus.com.au 
Online:  www.africanvioletsforeveryone.net 


African  Violets  &  Supplies 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Leaves, 
Species,  and  Vintage  Varieties 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures. 
Send  $3  for  our  print  version  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  mpetry@embarqmail.com  Phone  (717)  528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


Greefv>0 


Apex,  NC 

4?  At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


\ 

o 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 


919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


1 


MRS  STREP  STREPS 


Streptocarpus,  Chiritas,  Kohlerias,  plus  many  other  Gesneriads: 

Email  for  list  of  available  plants  by  mail  order. 
Kathy  Spissman,  4086  Brownlee  Dr., 
Tucker,  GA  30084,  770-939-5289 
Call  for  an  appointment.  Check  out  my  Ebay  store: 

http://stores.ebay.com/mrsstrepstreps. 
Now  on  Facebook:  MrsStrepStreps  •  Mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 
WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 
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Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Oyama  Pots 


•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated#]  in  tests. 


-  Wick  Saucers 

-  AgroSun  Light 
Bulbs 


•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available.  -  Selt-watering  Pots 

- : - -  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG  _  Leaf  Rings 


The  Violet  Showcase 

rf 5  j/y\ 

3147  South  Broadway 

Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

(303)761-1770  Established  1969 

Y'y\ 

See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 

www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 

African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Smningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372  S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Price  list:  $1 .00 

Springfield,  MO  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 

Order  Online:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com 
Talk  with  us:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com/blog 

Order  by  Mail:  9766  Grandview  Drive 
St  Louis,  MO  631 32 


JoS  Violets 

African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 
www.josviolets.com  or 
send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr 

Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344 

josviolets@yahoo.com 

Travis^Jiolets 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2010  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  1 2  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’  VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


i  PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  111 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Patricia  Bell 
33  Ash  Crescent 
St  Albert,  Alberta  T8N  3J6 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Oyama 

^  ^  Self- Watering  Planters 

DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


www.gesneriadsociety.or 


V 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthus,  Chirita,  Columned,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus ...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1 122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98 1 22  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  ‘'How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads ,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 


Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


as  an  information  exchange 


c i  Plant 


African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 

234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221-3832  •  (210)922-0208 


com 


Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 


For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 

I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  1  6700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 


Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

941  FM  2377 

Red  Oak,  Texas  75 1 54  (972)  617-1186 

Fax  (972)  617-1198  email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 
For  CATALOG 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


"  Violet  Barn 

9-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 
Home  of  ‘Rob's’  and  ‘Ma’s’  hybrids.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 


NEW  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 


MA'S  FUZZY  SUPPERS.  Lovely  sdbl.  white  pansies  with 
distinctive,  frilly  deep  pink  edges.  Heavily  serrated, 
variegated  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  PARIS  AFFAIR.  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  deep  pink  pansies 
heavily  splashed  with  white  fantasy  streaks.  Perfectly 
growing,  dark,  variegated  foliage.  Easy  grower,  and 
bloomer,  nice  showplant.  $7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

ROB'S  ASTRO  ZOMBIE.  Sdbl.  deep  blue-purple  stars  with 
lots  of  very  bright  rose-pink  puffs  throughout.  Dark, 
pointed,  foliage.  Easy  grower,  profuse  bloomer, 

"other  worldly"  blooms.  Semimini  $7.00 

ROB'S  JACUZZI  FLOOZIE.  Round,  sdbl,  white  pansies  with 
fuchsia-red  side-stripes.  Round,  heavily  variegated 
foliage.  Semimini  chimera.  $12.00 

NEW  STREPTOCARPUS 

BRISTOL'S  COSTUME  PARTY.  Fringed,  bright  lavender- 
purple  sdbl.  with  dark  purple  veining  from  throat  and 
rose-pink  fantasy.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  JIMMIES.  Adorable!  Carmine-pink  sdbl.  blooms 
with  sporadic  white  fantasy  streaks.  Very  heavy, 
constant  bloomer  on  a  small-growing  plant.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  PINK  PRISS.  Lovely,  fringed,  deep  shell-pink 
blooms  with  butter-yellow  throat.  Dark,  quilted, 
foliage.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SALT  SHAKER.  Fantastic!  Very  unusual, 

ocean-blue  blooms  heavily  peppered  and  streaked  in 
sparkling  white  fantasy.  Non-stop  blooms  over  easy, 
dark,  foliage.  Excellent.  $6.00 

BRISTOL'S  SUNBEAM.  Large,  brilliant  white  blooms  with 
large,  even  brighter,  yellow  throat.  You'll  need 
sunglasses!  $6.00 

...Hundreds  more  listed  on  our  web-site  and  catalog, 
other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each,  minis  and  streps 
at  $5.00 

$350  in  cash  and  prizes  offered  at  the  2010  Show  for 
our  hybrids! 


BLUE  SKIRT  (Golubye  Inbochki).  Large,  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  'thumbprints'  on  petals.  Medium  green, 
quilted,  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  CZARITZA  MAGNOLIA  (Tsaritsa  magnoliya).  Large, 
double  white  stars,  medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

EK  HANGING  GARDENS  (Sady  semiramidy).  Wow!  Very 
large  and  double  red  stars.  Medium  green  foliage. 
$7.00 

EK  RAINBOW  OF  LOVE  (Raduga  Ljubvil).  Large,  hot-pink 
dbl.  stars.  Dark,  red-backed  foliage.  $7.00 

SWEETIE  (Konfetka).  Double  hot-pink  pansies  with 
greenish-white  edges.  Medium  green  foliage.  $7.00 

TOUCH  ME  NOT  (Nedotroga).  Double  white  stars  with 
dark  pink  eye  and  'thumbprint'.  Medium  green 
foliage.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  new  and  recent  'Russian' 
varieties! 

HAVE  THESE  RECENT  FAVORITES? 

MA'S  FAT  FROGGIE.  Huge,  fully  dbl.  white  star  carnation 
blooms  with  thick,  deep  green  edging.  Wavy, 
variegated  std.  foliage.  $8%00 

MA'S  GLASS  SLIPPER.  Frilly  sdbl.  white  pansies  with  blue 
speckling  in  edge  of  pink.  Wavy,  serrated,  variegated 
standard  foliage.  $7.00 

MA'S  HICKIE.  Introduced  late  in'09  so  new  to  most.  Sdbl. 
white  pansies  with  lavender  side  stripes,  variable, 
ruffled  green  edge.  Variegated  standard  foliage. 
Chimera.  $17.00 

ROB'S  CHILLY  WILLY.  Best  mini  at  2008  AVSA.  Dbl. 

sparkling  white  to  silver  fluted  stars  with  blue  overlay 
and  edges.  Tiny  white,  yellow,  and  green  variegate 
miniature  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  COMBUSTIBLE  PIGEON.  Best  New  Cultivar  and  Best 
semimini  at  2008  AVSA.  Sdbl.  pink  pansies  with  blue 
fantasy  and  white  edging.  Lovely  green,  gold 
variegated  semimini  foliage.  $5.00 

ROB'S  PLAID  SKIRT.  Eye-catching  sdbl.  pink  stars  with  blue 
splashes  and  white  edges.  Cream,  green  variegated 
semimini.  $5.00 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS.  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcias,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

PRICES:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  1 5,  add  $12  per  order  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 
We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  our  web-site  or  call  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $35  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME-SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  A T  WWW.  VIOLETBARN. COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  1-5  p.m. 

Stay  at  the  " Violet  House"  while  visiting!  www.theviolethouse.com  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  p.m.,  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

—  **  'SkJi  *•*  t 

AVSA  OFFICE:  jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX"  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday*-  9:00a.ffi.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlinkmet> 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 

2007:  wj1 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA-  for  mew  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 
check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Rath}7  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynn_lombard@worldnet.att.net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valornet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annanaale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Philadelphia,  PA  /  Cherry 
Hill,  NJ  May  15 -May  22,  2011. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  Email  <rathloomis@msn.com>.  A  registration 
fee  of  $15  is  required. 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-2667.  E-mail  <janice@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to: 
Meredith  Hall,  P.  0.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY.  Please 
check  for  new  prices  on  AVSA  Show  Packets. 

Rates  for  SSA  packet  and  AVSA  collection  rosettes:  SSA 
PACKET  PACKET,  NO  ROSETTES  -  $5;  SSA  PACKET  WITH  1 
OR  2  ROSETTES  -  $12.50;  SSA  Packet  with  2  sets  of  rosettes 

-  $20.00;  SSA  packet  with  3  sets  of  rosettes  -  $27.50. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or 
mechanical,  without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles 
are  property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without 
Editor’s  permission.  AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  E-mail  <rrumsey@earthlink.net>. 
ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND 
MEMORIALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1. 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1 ;  Mar.  issue 

-  Jan.  1 ;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July  issue  -  May  1 ;  Sept,  issue  - 
July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast.net>  (Ad  rates  on  web  site: 
AVSA.org). 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/ Apr.  issue  -  Jan.  1;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July/ Aug. 
issue  -  May  1;  Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  - 
Sept.  1. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office 
in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization, 
at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 

Subscription  $30.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  2009  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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Every  attempt  is  made  to  keep  articles 
technically  correct.  Since  the  growing 
of  fine  African  violets  can  be  achieved 
in  many  ways,  the  methods  and 
opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their 
own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
opinion  of  AVSA. 
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President’s  Message 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President 

The  holiday  season  is  over,  and  I 
hope  one  of  your  New  Year’s 
resolutions  includes  going  to  AVSA 
Philadelphia  Convention  on  May  15  - 
May  22,  2011.  The  convention  site  is 
the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel  in  Cherry  Hill, 

NJ.  The  convention  information  pages 
are  again  located  on  the  AVSA  web 
site.  If  you  do  not  have  Internet 
access,  please  call  the  AVSA  office, 
and  the  information  will  be  sent  to  you. 

Please  register  early  for  the  convention.  My  wife, 
Jan,  and  I  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  the  sights 
in  and  around  the  Philadelphia  area  with  our 
AVSA  friends.  And,  as  always,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  meeting  other  African  violet  growers. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Nominating  Committee  for 
selecting  the  fine  slate  of  AVSA  Officers  and 
Directors  nominated  this  year.  In  this  issue  are 
the  biographies  for  these  nominees. 

The  Nominating  Committee  is  always  looking 
for  other  members  to  serve  as  future  Directors 
and  Officers.  Nomination  forms  are  available  at 
the  Registration  desk  at  conventions,  and  on  the 
AVSA  website.  Please  have  AVSA  members  you 
would  like  to  recommend  to  serve  our  society  fill 
out  a  form  for  future  nominations. 

The  2011  AVSA  Calendar  is  filled  with 
beautiful  photos  and  is  hopefully  hanging  in 


941  F.  M.  2377  •  Red  Oak,  TX  75154 
Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 

your  home  or  office.  At  home,  we  have 
one  calendar  in  the  kitchen  and  another 
in  the  plant  room,  to  keep  track  of  notes 
and  important  dates.  You  can  still  get 
one  of  these  beautiful  calendars  from  the 
AVSA  office. 

If  you  have  been  looking  forward  to 
seeing  the  highlights  from  the  survey 
taken  at  the  2010  Raleigh  convention, 
the  committee  has  an  article  in  this  issue 
of  the  AVM.  (page  5)  I  would  like  to  thank 
the  committee  for  their  hard  work.  There  will  be 
another  survey  at  this  year’s  convention,  and 
details  will  be  in  the  future  issues  of  the  AVM. 

As  many  members  have  requested,  AVSA  is 
again  offering  AVSA  denim  shirts  and  watches  at 
our  convention  sales  tables.  Both  can  be  pre¬ 
ordered  on  the  convention  registration  form. 
After  the  convention  in  Philadelphia,  the  shirts 
and  watches  will  be  available  through  the  AVSA 
office. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance  to  any  member, 
feel  free  to  contact  me.  My  contact  information  is 
on  page  2  of  this  publication,  and  my  home 
phone  number  is:  (972)  617-1186. 

I  want  to  thank  all  our  members  for  support¬ 
ing  AVSA. 

Ron  Davidson 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


<JtGA2i2M,  N&Ul  IsjeGSl! 


I’m  pleased  with  the  way  our 
members  have  embraced  this  new¬ 
sized  version  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine.  The  additional  color  is  a 
big  plus,  allowing  more  articles  with 
color  photos,  and  more  photos  from 
our  members. 

If  you  plan  to  submit  photos  of 
African  violets  electronically,  please 
remember  that  they  must  be  at  least 
300dpi,  or  at  least  1MB  in  size  -  preferable  larger 
if  possible.  Please  do  not  alter  the  original  photos. 
Our  members  should  see  the  plants  as  they  truly 
are,  without  enhancement.  If  you  have  photo¬ 
graphs  you  would  like  to  share,  mail  them  to  me 
and  I  will  scan  them  for  publication. 

Please  remember  that  if  you  send  in  a  Coming 
Event  notice,  it  should  meet  the  deadline  pub¬ 


lished  in  the  inside  front  cover,  on 
the  AVSA  Information  page.  Please 
type  it  in  the  format  as  it  will  appear 
in  the  Coming  Events  section  in  this 
magazine.  If  you  do  send  in  a  notice 
through  email  you  should  get  brief 
reply  from  me.  If  you  don’t,  please 
get  in  touch  so  I  can  confirm  receiv¬ 
ing  it. 

On  page  20,  please  read  “The  First 
African  Violet  Show  in  Romania,’’  by  Diana  Para- 
Goropceanu,  President  of  the  A VC  of  Romania. 
Diana  included  color  photographs  and  an  Internet 
link  to  see  video  clips  of  the  show. 

The  results  of  the  Convention  Survey  taken  at 
the  2010  Raleigh  convention  have  been  com¬ 
piled  by  Linda  Hall,  and  are  on  page  5. 

Have  a  wonderful  2011! 


The  COMPLETE  2011 
Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill  Convention 
Information  Pages  containing 
convention  and  show  schedules, 
design  division,  convention  and  hotel 
registration  information,  etc.,  are  now 
available  for  download  online  at 
www.avsa.org.  Please  make  copies 
for  those  in  your  local  club  without 

Internet  access. 
The  2011  Convention  Information  pages  are  also  now 
available  at  no  charge  through  the  AVSA  office: 
Phone:  (409)  839-4725,  Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 
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Results  of  the 
2010  Convention  Survey 

By  Linda  Hall 
Committee  Chair 

Email:  Undalhall2009@comcast.net 


In  2010,  a  new  committee  was  appointed  by 
President  Ron  Davidson,  known  as  the 
Convention  Survey  Committee,  to  seek  out  com¬ 
ments  by  convention  attendees.  As  Chair  of  that 
committee,  I  want  to  say  thank  you  to  the  101  of 
you  that  took  the  time  to  answer  all  the  survey 
questions.  The  puipose  of  the  survey  was  to  find 
out  what  we  are  doing  right,  what  we  are  doing 
wrong,  and  how  we  can  better  serve  our  mem¬ 
bership.  Our  goal  is  to  make  the  convention 
experience  a  positive  one  that  will  make  you 
want  to  attend  year  after  year  and  share  your 
experiences  with  your  friends. 

The  top  5  most  important  reasons  for  attend¬ 
ing  the  convention,  in  the  order  of  their  impor¬ 
tance  are: 

1 .  Seeing  exhibits  in  the  showroom 

2.  Shopping  in  the  sales  room 

3.  Attending  presentations 

4.  Visiting  with  friends 

5.  Plant  or  design  entry  in  the  show 

The  biggest  drawback  is  the  cost  to  attend 
convention  -  meals,  tours,  hotels,  registration, 
and  airfare/gas  in  that  order.  Another  problem  is 
the  timing  of  tours.  Example:  There  are  two  tours 
you  want  to  attend  and  they  are  both  at  the 
same  time  on  the  same  day.  Or,  they  are  too 
early  in  the  week  of  convention. 

Overall,  convention  goers  were  very  compli¬ 
mentary  of  the  hotel  choices.  They  are  looking 
for  a  hotel  that  costs  less  than  $1 19.00  per  night 
and  has  no  parking  fee,  if  you  are  driving  or 
renting  a  car.  The  package  deal  on  registration  is 
a  hit  and  some  offered  other  registration  deal 
suggestions. 

We  also  asked  about  the  length  of  convention 
and  where  conventions  are  to  be  held.  The  most 
common  answer  was  that  convention  should  be 


pared  down  to  5  days  instead  of  7,  and  it  should 
be  from  Tuesday  through  Saturday.  We  also 
asked  if  they  would  be  willing  to  go  to  an  urban 
venue  to  get  a  less  expensive  hotel.  The  most 
common  answer  was  “yes,”  if  it  is  airport 
accessible.  We  also  asked  if  you  would  rather 
have  a  convention  every  other  year  instead  of 
every  year.  95%  of  those  participating  in  the 
survey  said  “no.” 

Presentations  are  a  grand  slam  and  a  giant  hit 
with  all  conventioneers.  The  only  negative  is  that 
the  majority  would  like  to  see  one  presentation  in 
a  time  slot  so  you  could  attend  them  all.  Hands- 
on  workshops  are  a  major  hit,  even  if  there  is  a 
charge  for  the  workshop. 

Some  don’t  like  the  varying  dates  of  the 
convention  and  would  like  to  see  it  at  the  same 
time  every  year.  (We  sometimes  have  to  go  to  a 
particular  hotel  on  their  “off  week”  to  get  better 
rates.)  We  are  working  for  you  to  get  the  best 
rates  possible.  For  the  most  part,  online  registra¬ 
tion  was  preferred  over  a  paper  one. 

Again,  we  appreciate  your  time  in  completing 
the  survey  and  returning  them  to  me.  The 
Executive  Committee  met  in  September  2010  in 
Ohio,  and  some  of  your  suggestions  will  be 
implemented  at  the  next  convention.  For  some 
ideas,  we  will  have  to  wait  until  future  conven¬ 
tions,  due  to  previously  signed  contracts. 

I  have  put  my  email  address  on  this  article  for 
you  to  contact  me  if  you  have  comments  or  sug¬ 
gestions.  We  hope  to  have  our  survey  online  this 
year.  If  we  are  successful,  there  will  be  two  sur¬ 
veys,  one  if  you  attend  conventions,  and  another 
if  you  don’t.  We  want  to  know  why  you  don’t 
attend,  and  what  AVSA  can  do  to  get  you  give 
our  conventions  a  try.  I  know  you  would  be 
hooked  if  you  attended  one!  We  are  listening! 
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Mac-A-Roni 
It’s  Italian 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by: 

George  McDonald 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rainbow  ’ S 
Limelight 

Exhibited  by: 

LaDonna  Hopson 

Hybridized  by: 

R.  Wasmund 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Jersey  Girl  Trailer 

Exhibited  by.Barbara  Jones 
Hybridized  by:  Bob  Kurzynski 
Miniature  Trailer 
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Jll  Search  of  NkiW  ^Violets  Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Dr.  Jeff  Smithy  The  Indiana  Academy  Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


A  reader  who  has  been  away 
from  growing  African  violets  for  a 
while  recently  contacted  me  with 
some  questions  about  hybridizing. 

She  had  a  basic  understanding  about 
the  mechanics  of  what  to  do,  but  it 
had  been  a  few  years  since  her  last 
Biology  class.  She  had  a  few  ques¬ 
tions  about  some  of  the  terms  used 
in  genetics  and  exactly  how  they 
applied  to  African  violets.  Her  ques¬ 
tions  will  give  us  all  a  good  review  of  some  basic 
Biology. 

Q:  What  is  meant  by  segregation  of 
traits  during  hybridizing? 

A:  The  most  common  use  of  the  term  segre¬ 
gation  of  traits  during  hybridizing  applies  to 
what  happens  to  the  pair  of  traits  on  the 
chromosomes  during  sexual  reproduction.  For 
example,  a  plant  that  carries  a  dominant  for 
violet  shaped  flowers  and  a  recessive  for  star 
shaped  flowers  (heterozygous  -  the  two  alleles 
were  not  the  same)  is  going  to  segregate  the 
two  alleles  for  the  trait  of  flower  shape  when 
used  in  hybridizing.  During  gamete  production 
half  of  the  gametes  (sperm  or  eggs)  will  get  the 
dominant  trait  (violet  shape)  and  half  of  the 
gametes  will  get  the  recessive.  The  parent  in 
this  case  had  violet  shaped  flowers  as  the 
dominant  would  always  be  expressed. 

What  flower  shape  the  offspring  gets  will 
depend  on  what  the  second  parent  has  to  give 
to  its  gametes.  If  it  is  a  homozygous  dominant 
(homozygous  dominant  -  both  alleles  are  for 
the  dominant)  for  violet  shape,  the  only  thing  it 
has  to  give  is  the  violet  shaped  flower  allele. 
When  combined  with  either  gamete  from  the 
1  st  parent,  the  offspring  will  automatically  have 
at  least  one  copy  of  the  violet  shaped  allele. 
Therefore,  100%  of  the  offspring  will  have 
violet  shaped  flowers,  as  the  dominant  allele 


will  always  be  expressed  if  present. 

If  the  second  parent  is  star  shaped 
(homozygous  recessive  -  both  alleles 
are  the  recessive),  the  only  alleles  it 
has  to  give  is  the  star  shaped  flower 
allele.  When  combined  with  the 
violet  shaped  allele  from  the  first 
parent,  the  violet  shaped  allele  will 
be  dominant  and  the  offspring  will 
have  violet  shaped  flowers.  If 
combined  with  the  star  shaped  allele 
from  the  first  parent,  no  dominant  alleles  are 
present,  and  the  offspring  will  have  star  shaped 
flowers.  The  ratio  of  violet  shaped  to  star  shaped 
flowers  in  the  offspring  of  this  cross  would  be 
1:1  or  50:50.  In  genetics,  the  cross  of  a  possible 
heterozygous  plant  to  a  known  homozygous 
recessive  is  known  is  as  “test  cross”.  This  helps 
a  hybridizer  know  if  the  parent  with  the  domi¬ 
nant  trait  has  one  copy  or  two  copies  of  the 
dominant  allele. 

The  third  possibility  is  if  the  second  parent  is 
also  heterozygous  like  the  first  parent  and 
produces  two  types  of  gametes,  violet  shaped 
and  star  shaped.  When  These  two  parents  are 
crossed  together,  three  results  can  occur.  On 
average,  25%  of  the  offspring  will  have  a  domi¬ 
nant  from  each  parent  (homozygous  dominant) 
and  be  violet  shaped,  50%  of  the  offspring  will 
get  one  violet  shaped  and  one  star  shaped 
(heterozygous)  and  have  violet  shaped  flowers, 
and  25%  of  the  offspring  will  get  a  star  shaped 
gamete  from  both  parents  (homozygous  reces¬ 
sive)  and  have  star  shaped  flowers.  Thus,  the 
Final  ratio  from  this  cross  is  75%  violet  shaped 
flowered  and  25%  star  shaped  flowers.  This  is 
the  classic  3:1  ratio  in  genetics. 

Another  way  to  use  the  term  “segregation”  is 
to  ask  the  question  if  flower  shape  and  flower 
color  go  together,  or  do  they  segregate  away 
from  each  other.  In  my  experience,  these  traits 
are  inherited  independently  or  are  unlinked.  That 
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is,  the  genes  for  flower  shape  don’t  influence  the 
genes  for  flower  color  or  vice  versa.  Surprisingly, 
most  traits  in  African  violets  behave  this  way 
(are  unlinked).  The  only  clear  example  I  can  give 
you  of  two  traits  that  link  together  is  the  rasp¬ 
berry  edge  trait  and  flower  color.  The  raspberry 
edge  trait  is  ALWAYS  in  a  shade  of  pink  or  red. 
You  can’t  get  the  trait  in  any  other  color.  Even 
the  plants  that  appear  to  be  lavender  edge  are 
actually  showing  a  red/blue  mixture. 

Q:  What  might  I  expect  from  a  selfing 
(self  pollination)  of 4 Pretty  4n  Pink4? 

A:  ‘Pretty  ‘n  Pink’  is  described  has  having  star 
shaped  pink  blooms  with  darker  pink  fantasy 
markings.  A  selfing  of  this  plant  is  likely  to  give 
you  mostly  offspring  that  are  like  the  parent.  The 
pink  color  is  a  recessive  and  will  likely  breed  true. 
The  star  shaped  blooms  are  also  a  recessive  and 
should  breed  true.  Fantasy  markings  are  a  domi¬ 
nant,  so  most  of  the  offspring  will  likely  show 
this  trait.  Fantasy  can  be  somewhat  variable  in 
expression  so  a  few  offspring  might  be  solid 
pinks,  and  there  might  be  some  variations  in  the 
extent  of  the  fantasy  markings. 

If  you  are  limited  in  space,  try  growing  out  a 
dozen  or  so  seedlings  and  see  if  they  show  any 
variations  than  what  I’ve  predicted.  You  might  get 
something  surprising,  but  I  think  you’ll  find  that 
the  offspring  will  be  pink,  have  star  shaped 
flowers,  and  have  some  degree  of  pink  fantasy 
markings. 


Q:  What  causes  birthmarks  on  the  leaves 
of  a  plant? 

A:  Birthmarks  are  irregular  areas  of  dark 
red/green  on  the  leaves.  The  birthmarks  can  be 
very  small,  or  they  can  be  large  blotches.  They  are 
caused  by  the  expression  of  the  gene  that  makes  a 
red  pigment  in  the  lower  epidermis  cells.  The  gene 
for  making  the  pigment  has  been  activated  for 
some  reason,  giving  areas  of  red  pigment  in  the 
leaves,  but  it  is  not  clear  why  this  happens.  Some 
have  speculated  that  stress  on  the  plant  caused  by 
a  temperature  or  watering  change  may  be  the 
cause.  Others  speculate  that  it  a  genetic  weakness 
in  the  plant.  There  is  some  speculation  that  birth 
marking  may  be  linked  to  jumping  genes,  similar 
to  those  that  cause  fantasy  marks  in  the  flowers. 
In  any  event,  birthmarks  just  tend  to  show  up  in 
some  cultivars  and  not  in  others.  If  the  cultivar  is 
not  described  as  having  the  birthmarks,  one  can 
sometimes  recapture  the  original  plant  by  taking  a 
cutting  from  a  “clear”  leaf.  If  the  resulting  babies 
develop  without  birthmarks,  you  can  continue  the 
plant  true  to  the  hybridizer’s  description. 

Another  side  effect  of  birthmarks  is  that  the 
flowers  are  often  changed  in  color.  There  may  be 
more  red  in  the  flowers,  fantasy  marks,  or  other 
kinds  of  changes.  Sometimes  the  entire  flower  is 
affected  and  other  times  just  one  side  of  the  flower 
is  different.  Birthmarks  can  be  frustrating  when 
trying  to  grow  a  plant  for  show  and  keeping  it  true 
to  type,  but  many  find  them  an  interesting  part  of 
our  African  violet  heritage. 


Coming  Events  Deadlines 

January  Issue  -  November  1  July  Issue  -  May  1 
March  Issue  -  January  1  September  Issue  -  July  1 
May  Issue  -  March  1  November  Issue  -  September  1 
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101  Oak  Heights  Drive  •  Oakdale,  PA  15071 

Email:  georgena@verizon.net 


A  Family  Portrait 

By  Georgene  Albrecht 


Gertrude  Moribito  of  Ohio  grew 
this  handsome  Charita 
(chih-REE-tah)  for  the  state  show. 

What  great  foliage  and  this  photo 
shows  how  thick  and  robust  the 
leaves  really  are!  Chiritas  can  be 
over  watered  and  over  fertilized  so 
easily.  Mine  resents  being  replanted, 
especially  when  temperatures  are 
cool.  This  is  one  Gesrteriad 
(guess-NAIR-ee-ad)  that  likes  sand 
in  the  soil  mix.  They  really  resent  soggy, 
compacted  soil.  I 
always  add 
more  perlite  for 
perfect  drainage, 
too. 

If  you  are 
wick-watering, 
adding  fifty  per¬ 
cent  more  perlite 
is  a  must,  espe¬ 
cially  if  you  have 
high  humidity.  A 
Chirita  leaf  roots 
in  any  growing 
medium,  provid¬ 
ing  it  is  not  too  moist.  Poke  a  hole  in  the  plastic 
bag  covering  it  to  allow  some  air  circulation. 

She  also  grew  this  award-winning  terrarium, 
as  well  as  other  lovely  plants.  Notice  the  great 
landscape  plan  and  wonderful  “scale”  of  the 
plants.  This  is  so  important  to  the  overall 

texture  of  any 
planting.  Every¬ 
thing  is  so  neat 
and  tidy  and  the 
violet  color  really 
does  “pop.”  This 
is  the  first  time  I 
have  seen  a  micro 
miniature  Hosta 


used  in  our  plantings.  The 
handsome  variegated  foliage  does 
not  detract  from  nor  compete  with 
the  violet.  The  Hosta  is  on  the  left 
side  of  the  terrarium.  The  placement 
of  the  violet  in  front  is  perfect  for 
dominance  and  as  the  focal  plant. 

You  may  remember  me  telling 
you  about  the  Best  Gesneriad  at  the 
Raleigh  Convention.  Well,  someone 
beat  me  to  an  article  about  Libby’s 
fantastic  Columnea .  See  it  on  Page  15  of  the 
July,  2010  AVM.  What  a  plant!  God  willing,  we 
will  see  more  of  her  plants  at  the  Philadelphia 
Convention  in  2011.  Please,  come  to  the  con¬ 
vention.  It  is  so  thrilling  to  walk  into  the  show 
and  sales  rooms!  There  are  always  things  that 
astound  and  amaze. 

The  educational  programs  and  discussions 
are  so  informative!  We  are  doing  a  program 
about  preventing  virus  in  our  plants,  too. 
Philadelphia  has  so  many  interesting  things  to 
see  and  do.  Hope  to  see  you  there. 

Gary  Mikita  of  Indiana  grew  this  magnificent 
Best  Gesneriad  at 
the  Ohio  State 
Show.  It  was  in 
perfect  condition 
although  it  had 
traveled  hundreds 
of  miles.  The 
leaves  were  huge 
and  perfect.  He 
wicks,  and  the  pot 
looked  as  if  it 
might  have  been 
an  azalea  or 
squatty  pot  about 
eight-inches  wide.  Humidity  must  be  at  least 
fifty  percent  to  have  this  dramatic  foliage.  We 
sure  had  our  share  of  heat  and  humidity  this 
past  summer.  His  episcias  (eh-PISH-ee-ah)  liked 


Chirita  sinenses  4Hisako f 


Terrarium  Planting 


Episcia  4 Jim 's  Coral  Star 
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it.  He  also  grew  a  great  specimen  of  Episcia 
‘Jim’s  Lil’  Lemon,’  that  had  the  most  wonderful 
“frosted”  look  to  the  foliage.  No,  this  plant  does 
not  have  yellow  bloom.  I  wonder  why  the 
name?  There  were  not  a  lot  of  stolens  on  these 
specimens.  I  assume  he  removes  most  of  them 
so  the  energy  goes  into  producing  larger  foliage. 


Episcia  Jim ' s  LiV  Lemon 

This  summer,  we  had  the  air-conditioning  on 
for  weeks,  and  my  episcias  did  not  like  the 
removal  of  humidity  and  cooler  temperatures.  I 
did  not  realize  they  were  over  fertilized  until  it 
was  too  late  and  the  roots  were  damaged.  I 
always  let  stolens  develop  so  I  don’t  lose  the 
variety.  The  main  stem  can  be  rooted  in  damp 
sphagnum  moss  if  it  is  still  viable. 


Sinningia  ‘Party  Dude’ 


Mel  Grice  grew  the  Best  Tuberous  Gesneriad 
in  the  show.  This  small  growing  Sinningia 
(sin-NIN-jee-ah)  had  three  mature  blooms  and 
another  about  to  open.  Notice  the  sheen  to  the 
leaves.  There  were  more  blooms  emerging  from 
under  each  bloom  stalk.  This  size  Sinningia  rarely 
has  more  than  four  blooms  at  a  time. 

IN  THE  PINK 

Pink  variegation  in  African-violet  leaves  does 
not  usually  indicate  the  presence  of  vims.  This 
trait  is  genetic.  If  a  plant  is  growing  and  bloom¬ 
ing  well,  chances  are  it  is  healthy.  Changes  in 
temperature  and  fertilizer  can  cause  pink  in 
foliage.  Never  panic  about  plant  growth  until 
you  are  sure  of  a  diagnosis. 


AVSA  Office  Hours 
Monday  -  Thursday 
9:00  am  -  4:00  pm 


SMB 


Vintage  Violets  2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 

By  Barbara  Elkitiy  Committee  Chairman  Email:  bjbarl21@yahoo.com 


There  has  been  a  request  for  the 
following  plants.  If  you  do  have  them, 
can  you  share  a  leaf?  If  so,  please  contact 
me  and  I  will  pass  on  the  information  to 
the  interested  person 


AVSA’s  Most  Wanted 

Ness’  Bangle  Blue 
Rainbow’s  End 
Volkmann’s  Mary  Louise 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00 
($5.00  for  non-members)  for  each  plant, 
and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after  which 
time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00  ($5.00  for  non¬ 

members).  Registration  of  the  plant  is 
$5.00  ($25.00  for  non-members)  unless 
completed  within  the  reservation  period, 
in  which  case  the  balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00 
for  non-members). 

Linda  Nesvacil  -  Wisconsin  Dells,  WI 
‘Rrav’s  Scottish  Suyaho’  (10348)  08/13/2010 
(L.  Nesvacil)  Single-semidouble  medium  pink 
frilled  pansy/blue  fantasy.  Medium  green, 
pointed,  quilted,  glossy.  Standard 

***** 

Lynn  Canning  -  Overland  Park,  KS 
‘LC’s  Little  Wildcat’  (10349)  09/01/2010  (L. 
Canning)  Single  chimera  white  bell/purple 
stripe.  Medium-dark  green,  scalloped,  girl 
foliage.  Semiminiature 

***** 

Olive  Ma  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 
‘Ma’s  Butterfly  Garden’  (10350)  09/30/2010 
(0.  Robinson)  Semidouble  white  ruffled 
pansy /pink  blush,  dark  pink  and  blue  fantasy 
band,  thin  white-green  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  white,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Ma’s  Enchantress’  (10351)  09/30/2010  (O. 
Robinson)  Double  pink  ruffled  star/blue-purple 


fantasy.  Variegated  medium  green, 
white  and  pink,  quilted,  ruffled. 

Standard 

‘Ma’s  Frozen  Pond’  (10352) 
09/30/2010  (O.  Robinson)  Double 
white  star/blue  and  variable  green 
blush.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  quilted,  ruffled.  Standard 

***** 

Ralph  Robinson  -  Naples,  NY 
‘Rob’s  Knickers’  (10353)  09/30/2010  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  white  ruffled  star/blue 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white  to 
gold,  glossy,  wavy,  serrated.  Miniature 

***** 

Ruth  Bann  -  Fridley,  MN 
‘Rebel’s  Breck’  (10354)  09/30/2010  (R. 
Bann)  Semidouble  cherry  red  frilled  star.  Dark 
green,  pointed,  serrated/red  back.  Large 
‘Rebel’s  Eleanor  Margaret’  (10355) 
09/30/2010  (R.  Bann)  Semidouble-double 
pink  two-tone  large  ruffled  star.  Dark  green, 
plain,  glossy,  serrated/red  back.  Large 
‘Rebel’s  Milica  Bann’  (10356)  09/30/2010  (R. 
Bann)  Semidouble-double  pink  two-tone  large 
ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted, 
serrated/red  back.  Large 

‘Rebel’s  Susie  Q’  (10357)  09/30/2010  (R. 
Bann)  Semidouble-double  light  pink  two-tone 
ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted/red 
back.  Standard 


The  AVSA  Library  Complete  List  of  Rentals 
can  now  be  found  on  the  AVSA  Web  Site. 

www.AVSA.org 
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And  tllC  Winners  ctre  •••  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  TX  75069 

By  Mary  J»  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AVC  OF  BURLINGTON  COUNTY, 

NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Species 
Collection:  Saintpaulia  5f  clone 
orbicularis  var.  purpurea ;  Saintpaulia 
ionantha  subspecies  velutina\ 
Saintpaulia  5b  clone  grotei  Silvert;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Senk’s 
Merlot,  Sweet  Sam,  Darling  Blue  Trail; 

Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Jersey 
Snow  Drops;  Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Orchid;  Best 
Trailer:  Darling  Blue  Trail;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  5f  clone  orbicularis  var.  purpurea ; 
Best  Gesneriad:  Primulina  tabacum ;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Susan  Arnao.  Best  Semiminiature: 
Lyon’s  Fireworks;  Best  Design,  Laurel  Brown. 

LAKE  SHORE  AVS,  IL  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Corsage,  Smooch 
Me,  Buckeye  Glad  Rags,  Charles  Snyder.  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Lyon’s  June 
Bug,  Rob’s  Berry  Shake;  Best  Miniature:  Shirley’s 
Little  K-dee,  Patsy  Harms.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Trailer:  Sweet  Amy  Sue;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Harold  Appleton.  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’ 
Satin  Rose,  Morgan  Simmons.  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Lana  Gernady.  Best 


Gesneriad:  Sinningia  pusilla ,  Renee 
Lasky. 

DELTA  GESNERIAD  AND  AVS,  CA 
-  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Optimara  EverGrace,  Victoria, 
Rebel’s  Splatter  Rake;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Argyle 
Socks,  Rob’s  Delicious,  Cupid’s  Kiss;  Best 
in  Show/Best  Standard:  Apache  Bow; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Delicious;  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s 
Boolaroo;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Jeani 
Hatfield.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha 
subspecies  grandifolia ,  Jackie  Kenny.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Norton. 

PARMATOWN  AVC,  OH  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Leading  Lady, 
Tomahawk,  Ma’s  Party  Music;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon, 
Rob’s  Antique  Rose,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Ron  Masa.  Best 
Standard:  Anita  Vivian;  Best  Miniature:  Blue  Blazes; 
Best  Trailer:  Rocky  Mountain  Trail;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  brevipilosa ,  Linda  Newmann. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck  •  17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  August  1,  2010  -  September  30,  2010  •  Total  =  $330.00 


Multicolor 

Illinois  African  Violet  Society  Inc.,  Illinois 
Erika  North,  Thunder  Bay,  ON,  Canada 


Two-tone 

Armand,  Arata,  Leonia,  NJ 

In  memory  ofGregoy  Tatarian 
Corpus  Christi  African  Violet  Society, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX 

Dolores  M.  Harrington,  Minneapolis,  MN 
In  memoy  of  my  husband  Don 
Caroline  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX 


Thumbprint 

Joel  Scott  Bershof,  Lakewood,  CO 
Albert  Case,  Marlton,  NJ 
Jean  Corkill,  Salinas,  CA 
Susan  J.  Farley,  Albany,  NY 
Alvin  Meyer,  Newark,  NY 
Hilda  W.  Prince,  New  York,  NY 
Sandra  Sklaski,  Mullica  Hill,  NJ 
Linda  Springer,  Rochester,  NY 
Neville  W.  Ward,  Great  Falls,  VA 
Pam  West,  Irvine,  TX 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Sister  Sylvia 

Exhibited  by:  Kathy  Lahti 
Hybridized  by:  F  Wagman 
Semiminiature 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


EK-Laskovyi  Mai 

Exhibited  by:  Marie  Bums 
Hybridized  by:  E.  Korshunova 
Standard 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger 

2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  July  1  -  August  31,  2010 


Geneva 

The  African  Violet  Brat  Pack,  Denmark,  WI 

In  loving  memoiy  ofCheralyn  Maturi,Jfom  her 
internet forum  members 


Two-tone 

Armand  Arata,  Leonia,  NJ 

In  memory  of  Gerald  McGann 
Town  and  Country  African  Violet  Society,  Redlands,  CA 
In  memory  ofRosita  Roser 


Tristate  African  Violet  Council,  NJ 
For  the  Computer  Fund 


Thumbprint 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  Behnke,  Newark,  DE 

Central  Jersey  African  Violet  Society,  Middletown,  NJ 

Susan  J.  Fraley,  Albany,  NY 

Linda  Garramone,  Bay  Shore,  NY 

July  Murphy,  Milwaukee,  WI 

Marvin  K.  Nester,  Lakeland,  FL 

North  Star  African  Violet  Council,  MN 

Office  Computer  Fund:  $25.00 

Total  Contributions:  $525.00 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 

35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 

1  August  201 0  to  20  September  201 0 

C'n 

Ruby  Cox 

LuAnn  Christenson 

^  Thumbprint 

g. 

David  Tooker 

Cav) 

Katherine  Varnes 

Multicolor 

Susan  Fraley 

AVC  of  Morris  County/NJ 

Pam  West 

In  lieu  of  judges  expenses  for  Edward  Bradford, 

Jean  Corkill 

Margaret  Califano,  Jan  Murasko,  Joe  Palagonia, 

Jack  Rodgers 

David  Fooker,  Penny  Wezel 

Wilma  Wolverton 

Cincinnati  AVS/OH 

In  lieu  of  judges fees for  Steve  Turner, 

j® 

Loretta  Smith 

Two-Tone 

Armand  Arata 

In  memory  of  Gladys  J.  M.  Smith 

Geneva 

Corpus  Christy  AV 

Ohio  State  AVS/OH 

Dolores  Harrington 

In  memory  of  her  husband,  Dan 

TOTALS  $255.00 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Lela  Marie 

Exhibited  by:  Rodney  Barnett 

Hybridized  by:  I.  Lineberg 
Standard 
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♦  1  ♦  i  Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 

1 1 1  I  P  Q  645  Hu(^son  Avenue  *  T^nipa,  FL  33606-3926 
ill  Vi  tv  0  Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


The  Responsibilities  of 
AVSA  Affiliates 


AVSA  contributes  so  many  things  to 
the  affiliates,  but  we  as  affiliates  have 
responsibilities  linked  to  AVSA.  AVSA 
will  publish  your  events  such  as  dis¬ 
plays,  sales,  shows,  judging  schools, 
and  special  presentations  your  club 
might  give  for  the  general  public. 

These  events  can  appear  in  both  the 
African  Violet  Magazine  and  on  the  AVSA 
website,  but  they  can  only  appear  because  some¬ 
one  in  your  affiliate  has  notified  the  editor  (for 
the  magazine)  and  the  webmaster  (Jim  Owens  or 
me)  for  the  website.  We’ve  already  posted 
several  events  for  20 1 1 . 

Did  you  know  that  AVSA  keeps  a  list  of  the 
current  presidents  of  all  our  affiliates?  The  only 
way  that  list  is  kept  current  is  for  the  affiliates  to 
contact  the  office  and  let  them  know  when  new 
officers  are  installed. 

Mary  Corondan,  Email  mcorondan@yahoo.com, 
publishes  “And  the  winners  are...”  column  for  the 
African  Violet  Magazine.  Your  club  can  appear  in 
the  column  only  if  you  send  Mary  the  informa¬ 
tion  after  your  show. 

Floyd  Lawson,  Email  FloydLL@earthlink.net, 
publishes  “The  Best  Variety”  list  in  the  AVM 
every  year.  This  lists  our  25  favorite  African  vio¬ 
lets,  and  from  this  list  the  “Honor  Roll  of  African 
Violets”  appears  in  the  AVM.  To  be  included  in 
the  Honor  Roll,  a  variety  must  have  appeared  in 
the  Best  Varieties  list  for  three  consecutive  years. 
These  lists  are  compiled  from  what  we  send  to 
Floyd  each  year. 

Have  you  changed  your  meeting  locations  or 
the  time  you  meet?  Your  club  must  contact  me, 
wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com  to  change  the  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  AVSA  website.  This  also  applies  to 


those  individuals  you  have  named  as 
your  contacts.  When  AVSA  has  a 
,  message  to  be  sent  to  the  affiliates, 
and  your  contacts  are  not  up  to  date, 
then  your  club  will  not  receive  impor- 
,  tant  information. 

Our  editor  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine,  Email  rrumsey@earthlink.net, 
is  always  looking  for  new  articles  and  new 
writers.  Please  consider  sharing  with  your  fellow 
African  violet  enthusiasts. 

Does  your  club  own  a  current  copy  of  “The 
African  Violet  Society  of  America  Handbook  for 
Growers,  Exhibitors,  and  Judges’”?  Every  group 
should  consider  purchasing  one  for  their  club. 
Note  that  ‘Growers’  is  the  first  word  in  the  title 
because  our  Handbook  offers  a  great  deal  of 
information  for  both  beginning  and  advanced 
growers. 

Ordering  supplies  and  plants  from  our 
advertisers  is  important.  Our  vendors  and 
hybridizers  support  us  by  advertising  in  our 
magazine  and  coming  out  with  new  and 
improved  African  violets  every  year,  and  in 
return  we  should  support  these  advertisers’  and 
vendors. 

Please  consider  purchasing  your  yearly  AVSA 
calendars,  buying  several  programs  from  the 
library  to  use  at  your  meetings,  and  supporting 
AVSA  by  attending  conventions  and  contributing 
to  the  various  AVSA  funds. 

The  2010  affiliate  messages  included  topics  on 
how  the  affiliates  can  help  AVSA.  In  201 1 , 1  hope 
to  address  the  affiliates  on  making  your  meetings 
more  fun  and  productive.  As  always,  please  send 
me  ideas  and  suggestions.  I  really  do  enjoy 
hearing  from  each  and  every  one  of  you. 
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I  do  have  a  request  from  Donna  Turner  who  is 
hard  at  work  on  our  2012  AVSA  Convention. 
Donna  writes  as  follows: 

“As  you  know,  Detroit  is  hosting  the  2012 
Convention  and  I  am  on  a  mission.  I  am  trying 
to  locate  old  photos  from  anyone  who  came  to 
the  Detroit  convention  at  the  Statler  Hilton  Hotel 


in  1959” 

Donna  said  that  if  any  of  our  affiliates  have 
an  old  photo  taken  at  that  convention,  she 
would  love  to  have  a  copy  of  the  picture  if 
possible.  They  can  scan  and  email  to 
Luvsjamaica@comcast.net  or  send  it  to  Donna 
Turner  13627  Jobin  St.  Southgate,  Ml  48195. 


One-Light  Stands 

By  Margaret  Taylor 


I  would  not  be  without  my  several  one-light 
only  shelves.  These  were  originally  constructed 
for  growing  leaf  cuttings  because  they  grow  very 
well  under  fairly  low  light  conditions.  At  the 
time,  I  was  not  aware  how  useful  these  areas 
would  be  for  other  situations. 

Often  after  repotting,  especially  when  temper¬ 
atures  are  high,  some  plants  will  develop  tight 
unruly  centers.  This  will  distort  the  normal 
growth  pattern,  making  it  difficult  for  flowers  to 
push  through.  I  have  found  that  if  these  plants 
are  placed  either  away  from  the  lights  for  a  week 
or  two  or  put  under  the  one-light  shelves,  they 
tend  to  stretch  out  quite  nicely  in  the  centers. 
Many  growers  prefer  not  to  use  fertilizer  straight 
away  on  newly  potted  plants.  This  too  can  con¬ 
tribute  to  tight  centers. 

When  growing  the  remains  of  a  chimera 
which  has  been  decapitated  in  order  to  develop 
multiple  suckers,  sometimes  I  have  put  it  out  of 
sight  under  one  of  the  lower  one-light  shelves, 
only  to  be  amazed  at  the  high  number  of  suckers 
produced.  It  is  possible  this  is  because  I  haven’t 
“hovered,”  and  therefore  they  have  had  extra 
time,  but  I  do  believe  that  the  lower  light  tends  to 
increase  sucker  production. 


Propagating  leaves  grow  taller  and  less 
bunched,  making  separation  easier  when  given 
less  light.  They  soon  straighten  out  when 
grown  under  normal  lighting. 

If  the  shelving  that  you  have  is  designed  for 
two  or  even  three  lights,  it  is  a  good  idea  to 
remove  one  lamp  occasionally  to  meet  with  dif¬ 
ferent  growing  requirements.  I  do  this  regularly 
when  temperatures  are  soaring  and  I  do  not 
wish  to  turn  all  the  lights  off. 

It  would  seem  that  some  varieties  of  African 
violets  tend  to  spoon  more  in  hot  high-light 
areas.  It  may  be  helpful  to  reduce  the 
fluorescent  light  intensity  until  temperatures 
return  to  a  more  comfortable  level.  This  could 
also  mean  using  daylight  if  a  suitable  position  is 
available. 

I  find  that  the  main  drawback  I  have  in  using 
my  one-light  shelves  is  that  access  is  less  than 
ideal.  Climbing  ladders  is  one  thing,  but 
crawling  on  hands  and  knees  and  then  trying  to 
get  up  is  entirely  another.  Did  anyone  say  that 
growing  African  violets  was  easy?  It  used  to  be! 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
AVS  of  South  Australia,  Inc. 
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By  Diana  Para-Goropceanu 


We  displayed  an  educational  table  with  books 
and  African  Violet  Magazines ,  where  the  visitors 
could  browse,  see  the  pictures  of  Gesneriads,  and 
read  precious  information  regarding  care.  We  also 
provided  a  guest  book,  where  our  visitors  could 
share  their  words  of  excitement  and  thoughts 
regarding  future  shows. 

The  show  was  a  very  successful  way  to 


I  am  writing  to 
you  as  President 
of  the  African 
Violet  Club  of 
Romania,  an 
affiliate  club  of 
AVSA.  I  want  to 
share  with  you 
information 
about  the  very 
first  show  of 
African  violets 
Club  President ,  Mrs.  Diana  and  other  Ges- 
Para-Goropceanu  neriads  in  our 

country,  Romania.  We  are  very  proud  of  this 
accomplishment  and  plan  to  organize  at  least 
one  such  show  each  year. 

Our  show  was  held  from  October  29th  -  31st, 
2010  in  Bucharest,  the  capital  of  Romania.  Our 
club  was  fortunate  to  have  the  show  in  the 
National  Museum  of  Geology.  We  are  very 
grateful  for  their  hospitality,  and  we  hope  the 
collaboration  will  continue 

There  were  nearly  200  varieties  of  African 
violets  -  mini,  semimini,  and  trailers  exhibited. 
There  were  many  Saintpaulias  hybrids  from 
American  hybridizers  such  as  Kent  Stork,  Pat 
Hancock,  Olive  and  Ralph  Robinson,  Paul 
Sorano,  David  Senk,  Hortense  Pittman, 
Holtkamp,  Ruth  Bann,  Harrington,  Kolb, 


Champion,  Fredette,  Croteau,  Anderson,  Swift, 
Fisher,  Munk,  Eyerdom,  Brownlie,  and  Bryant. 
The  show  also  featured  several  Russian  and 


Club  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Mihaela  Andrei 

Ukrainean  hybridizers;  Repkina,  Lebetkaia, 
Korshunova,  Andreeva,  Lazarenko,  Morev, 
Arhipov,  Puminova,  and  Makuni.  There  were 
also  entries  of  nearly  twenty  hybrids  of  Episcia 
and  other  gesneriads. 


The  First  African  Violet 
Show  in  Romania 
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introduce  others  to  the  wonderful  world  of 
African  violets  and  the  African  Violet  Club  of 
Romania. 

Editor’s  Note:  There  are  several  videos  from 
the  show  available  through  this  link: 
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query= 
africanviolet20 1 0&aq=f 


WHAT  MAKES  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  SO  SPECIAL,  AND 
WHY  IS  THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  STILL  AMERICAS 

FAVORITE  HOUSE  PLANT? 

By  Mary  Lou  Harden 


Do  you  remember  the  first  time  you  saw  a 
flowering  African  violet... and  it  really  caught 
your  attention?  Most  violet  lovers  are  drawn  like 
a  magnet  to  the  beauty  of  the  delicate  blooms 
and  their  intense  color.  With  the  introduction  of 
variegated  foliage  came  another  point  of  attrac¬ 
tion.  What  is  more  beautiful  than  a  nicely  grown 
African  violet  with  lovely  foliage  and  perky, 
colorful  blooms? 

African  violets  are  unlike  all  other  houseplants. 
If  properly  cared  for,  they  bloom  almost  con¬ 
stantly,  taking  only  brief  intervals  for  rest.  Many 
times  they  even  seem  to  thrive  on  neglect.  If  they 
are  over  watered,  they  soon  show  their  displea¬ 
sure.  Alternatively,  if  under  watered,  they  will 
also  show  their  unhappiness  by  pouting. 

African  violets  are  excellent  flowering  house- 


plants  that  will  grow  and  flower  under  low  light 
intensities  found  in  the  average  home.  They  can 
be  grown  successfully  on  a  windowsill,  away  from 
the  direct  rays  of  the  hot  sun.  If  there  is  insufficient 
natural  light,  they  can  be  grown  entirely  under 
artificial  light.  There  are  many  commercial-type 
plant  stands  on  the  market  that  use  fluorescent 
lights.  If  growing  under  fluorescent  tubes,  violets 
need  about  10  to  12  hours  of  light  per  day  for  best 
growth  and  flowering. 

Today  there  are  many  different  varieties, 
types,  and  colors  of  African  violets  available. 
They  are  easily  propagated,  readily  found  in 
stores,  and  quite  inexpensive  -  all  of  which  helps 
make  them  America’s  Number  One  Houseplant. 

From  the  Dixie  News 
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Question  Box 

By  Ralph  Robinson 


P.O.  Box  9  •  Naples,  NY  14512 
Email:  robsviolet@aolcom 


As  is  always  the  case,  we  are  far  too 
busy  to  reply  to  mail  (or  e-mail),  though 
we  do  read  all  of  it.  Should  you  want  a 
personal  reply,  we  are  more  than  willing  to 
answer  phone  calls  made  during  our 
normal  business  hours  (12-5  pm  EST), 
since  we  can  work  and  talk  at  the  same 
time.  For  those  with  access  to  the  internet, 
we  can  be  reached  at  robsviolet@aol.com  or  via 
our  web-site  at  www.violetbarn.com.  The 
web-site  also  contains  a  wealth  of  information 
(and  answers  to  many  of  your  questions) . 

Question:  Do  you  repot  when  the  soil  is 
dry  or  damp? 

Answer:  It  is  best,  and  easiest,  to  repot  from 
moist  soil  into  moist  (not  wet  or  soggy).  “Moist” 
meaning  the  plant  hasn’t  just  been  watered,  nor 
does  it  need  to  be  immediately  watered-it  will  need 
watering  in  another  day  or  two.  Just-watered 
plants,  or  those  in  wet  soil,  will  be  more  susceptible 
to  bruising,  especially  heavily  variegated  varieties, 
if  not  handled  very  carefully.  Leaves  also  will  be 
more  rigid  and  more  likely  to  break.  If  the  soil  is  too 
dry,  leaves  will  be  suppler  and  easier  to  bend 
without  breaking,  but  the  dry  root  system  is  easily 
damaged.  In  either  case,  your  plant  is  likely  to  look 
a  bit  tired  and  “beat  up”  after  repotting. 

Besides  being  better  for  your  plant,  using 
moist,  or  slightly  damp,  soil  will  be  less  messy 
and  easier  to  use.  Wet  soil  can  create  a  muddy 
mess,  and  very  dry  soil  can  be  dusty  and  difficult 
to  manage.  Use  soil  just  moist  enough  to  hold 
together  and  “mold”  into  your  pot.  You  should  be 
able  to  make  a  “ball”  with  your  soil,  but  this  ball 
should  easily  caimble  when  dropped  or  pressed. 
Our  rule  of  thumb  is  to  add  water  to  dry  (peat 
based)  soil  at  a  ratio  of  about  1  to  4.  For 
example,  about  1  quart  of  water  added  to  4 
quarts  of  dry  soil.  Add  water  the  night  before  you 
need  to  use  your  soil  and  shake  or  mix  the  soil 
container  prior  to  using. 


Question:  I  have  an  African  violet 
in  an  8 -inch  pot  that  has  gotten 
quite  large ,  nearly  24 "  in  diameter. 
When  I  repot,  should  I  use  a  larger 
pot? 

Answer:  Except  for  those  rare,  very 
large  growing,  varieties  grown  for  exhibition 
(this  one  wasn’t),  it  shouldn’t  be  necessary  to 
ever  use  a  pot  larger  than  8  inches  in  diameter. 
Whatever  the  plant;  the  same,  rule  applies-never 
use  a  pot  much  larger  than  the  plant’s  existing 
root  system.  My  suspicion  is  that  this  plant  is 
barely  able  to  fill  an  8-inch  pot  with  roots,  let 
alone  a  larger  one.  Even  the  largest  violets  grown 
for  exhibition,  with  many  rows  of  hand-sized 
leaves,  are  rarely  shown  in  pots  larger  than  this. 
Most  violets  simply  cannot  produce  a  root  system 
this  large. 

Unless  sheer  size  is  your  object,  and  you 
intend  to  disbud  to  achieve  this  (you’re  growing 
a  “house”  plant,  not  a  “show”  plant),  I’d  suggest 
actually  using  a  smaller  pot.  It’s  likely  that  the 
size  of  your  plant  is  partly  due  to  the  sheer 
number  of  leaves  its  been  allowed  to  keep  (this 
one  had  about  30).  African  violets  bloom  from 
new  growth,  and  rarely  produce  significant 
blooms  beyond  the  top  few  rows  of  leaves. 
Keeping  additional  foliage  won’t  mean  more 
flowers,  and  if  this  foliage  is  aged  and  not 
actively  growing,  there  is  little  benefit  to  your 
plant  in  keeping  it.  Even  those  large,  “Best  in 
Show”  plants  rarely  are  much  beyond  18"  or 
have  excessive  numbers  of  leaves-exhibitors 
want  enough  leaves  to  properly  display,  and  be 
in  proportion  to  the  blooms,  yet  produce  a 
symmetrical  plant.  Plants  that  are  too  large  often 
don’t  win,  since  those  extra  leaves  can  open  the 
door  for  point  deductions. 

Remove  any  older  leaves  that  don’t  improve 
the  appearance  of  the  plant  or  are  likely  to 
produce  bloom.  When  doing  this,  always  remove 
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leaves  “from  the  bottom  up”.  The  oldest  leaves 
will  always  be  the  lowest  ones  on  the  plant. 
Look  to  see  where  the  leaf  attaches  to  the  trunk 
of  your  violet  to  determine  this.  Frequently,  the 
lowest  row(s)  of  leaves  are  overlapped  with 
leaves  above  them.  Looking  at  your  violet  from 
above,  leaves  should  “shingle”  like  tiles  on  a 
roof,  with  older  lower  leaves  extending  just 
slightly  beyond  the  row  above.  If  leaves  are 
hidden  beneath  the  row  above,  they  should  be 
removed.  Once  you’ve  done  this,  a  larger  pot 
may  no  longer  seem  necessary.  You’ll  know  for 
sure  once  you’ve  removed  it  from  its  pot.  Unless 
the  root  system  has  Filled  the  pot,  don’t  use  a 
larger  pot.  In  fact,  if  a  significant  number  of 
leaves  have  been  removed,  you’ll  likely  need  a 
(much)  smaller  one,  since  a  less  leaves  can  be 
supported  by  a  smaller  root  system  (you  can 
prune  away  a  proportional  amount  of  roots,  if 
needed).  Lastly,  it’s  best  to  use  shallow  pots  for 
violets,  since  they  tend  to  be  relatively 
shallow-rooted.  “Azalea”  pots,  which  are  less 
deep  than  wide  are  good  choices.  For  pots  larger 
than  5  inches,  use  “pan”  pots,  which  are  even 
shallower. 

Question:  I  grow  under  lights  and  have 
left  lights  on  all  the  time ,  24/7.  Is  this  OK? 

Answer:  We  have  done  this  (usually  by 
accident)  without  noticeable  damage  to  the 
plants.  That  being  said,  plants  do  need  some 
darkness  to  grow  their  best.  Though  light  is 
necessary  for  photosynthesis,  and  more  of  this  is 
possible  with  more  light,  plants  use  dark  periods 
to  produce  food.  Basically,  it  does  much  of  its 
“growing”  at  night,  especially  its  roots.  Our 
observation  is  that  mature,  already-developed 
plants  will  be  less  affected  by  round-the-clock 
light.  Younger,  immature  plants  will  develop 
more  slowly,  though.  Some  darkness  is  important 
for  young,  growing  plants  to  properly  develop. 
Lack  of  it  may  actually  slow  their  growth. 

Question :  I  am  currently  using  the 
self-watering  pots  that  are  kind  of  like  two 
pots  in  one.  The  soil  always  feels  moist , 
and  I  wasn  ’t  sure  if  these  were  giving 


them  too  much  water  since  there  isn  't  any 
way  for  the  pot  to  drain.  Rather  than  leave 
the  water  in  there  all  of  the  time ,  should  I 
dump  out  the  excess  water  after  haf  an 
hour  or  so  and  them  wait  until  the  soil 
feels  dry  again?  Also ,  I  am  not  getting 
many  blooms.  I  have  my  pots  next  to  a 
window  so  I  thought  they  would  be  getting 
enough  light.  The  leaves  are  doing  well, 
they're  big  and  growing  tall,  but  I  can't 
seem  to  get  any  more  fowers.  I've  also 
read  about  removing  (t suckers ",  but  I'm 
not  sure  what  these  are  and  how  to  take 
them  off. 

Answer:  First,  about  the  pots.  You  could  fill 
the  reservoirs,  and  then  empty  the  excess  water 
after  the  soil  becomes  wet,  but  this  would  defeat 
the  purpose  of  using  the  self-watering  pots  in  the 
first  place,  which  is  the  convenience  of  not 
having  to  water  so  often.  So  long  as  you  use  a 
soil  mix  that  is  very  light,  containing  at  least  50 
percent  perlite,  keeping  the  soil  constantly  wet 
should  not  be  a  problem.  Problems  using  these 
pots,  and  them  keeping  soil  too  wet,  usually  arise 
when  the  soil  contains  too  little  perlite  (the  case 
with  most  commercially  sold  “African  violet” 
soils) ,  or  when  the  pot  size  is  too  large  relative  to 
the  root  system.  Concerning  the  lack  of  blooms, 
there’s  a  good  chance  that  your  violets  are  not 
receiving  sufficient  light  for  good  blooming.  The 
fact  that  your  violet’s  leaves  are  “growing  tall” 
suggests  this.  With  bright  enough  light,  an 
African  violet’s  leaves  should  grow  relatively  flat, 
the  lowest  row  resting  on  the  pot  rim.  Generally 
speaking,  if  all  else  is  done  properly,  and  the 
plant  looks  otherwise  healthy  and  is  growing, 
lack  of  bloom  is  an  indication  of  insufficient  light. 
This  is  one  limitation  of  growing  in  windows-you 
are  always  subject  to  climate,  season,  and  the 
peculiarities  of  the  window  in  question.  Try 
supplementing  with  artificial  light,  if  possible,  or 
move  your  violets  to  a  brighter  location. 

Part  of  the  “all  else”  mentioned  above  is  the 
absence  of  suckers.  This  may  be  another  reason 
that  your  plants  aren’t  blooming  well.  “Suckers” 
are  the  beginnings  of  immature  plants  that 
appear  from  the  leaf  axils,  from  where  flower 
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buds  could  otherwise  be  expected  to  develop. 
Look  along  the  stem  (trunk)  of  your  violet,  in  the 
spaces  between  where  the  leaf  stems  are 
attached.  If  you  see  pairs  of  tiny  leaves 
appearing,  these  are  likely  suckers.  For  some 
varieties,  immature  flower  buds  will  show  small 
leaves  as  well.  Once  you  see  two  pairs  of  small 
leaves,  you’ll  know  for  sure  that  this  is  a  sucker 
and  not  a  flower  bud.  With  experience,  you’ll  be 
able  to  spot  the  difference  when  they  are  very 
small.  Remove  them  with  any  sharp,  pointed, 
tool.  We  use  a  modeling  (x-acto)  knife,  but 
tweezers,  or  a  sharpened  pencil  or  pick  can  be 
used  as  well.  If  plants  are  allowed  to  sucker,  they 
will  not  flower  as  well,  if  at  all.  Removing 
suckers  as  they  appear  will  encourage  your  violet 
to  bloom.  Suckers  and  buds  tend  to  be  mutually 
exclusive.  Usually,  once  they  begin  to  bloom, 
you’ll  see  fewer  suckers  that  will  need  to  be 
removed. 

Question:  I  am  wondering  what  I  need  to 
do  in  order  to  keep  the  new  growth  on  the 
variegated  leaf  violets,  variegated.  The 


new  leaves  are  coming  in  with  less  varie¬ 
gation  than  what  they  had  on  them  when  I 
received  them from  you. 

Answer:  The  most  important  factor  in 
keeping  variegation  is  temperature.  Variegation 
will  be  more  prominent  at  lower  temperatures 
and,  for  some  varieties,  can  disappear  at  higher 
temperatures.  It’s  likely  that  temperature  in  your 
growing  environment  is  higher  than  ours. 
Usually,  you  can  keep  good  variegation  on  plants 
if  temperatures  can  be  kept  somewhere  between 
65  and  75  degrees.  This  will  vary  a  bit  by 
variety.  Nighttime  temperatures  seem  to  be  more 
important  than  those  during  the  day,  so  try  to 
keep  temperatures  lower  at  night  if  it’s  not 
possible  to  avoid  the  daytime  heat.  Age  of  the 
plant  also  plays  a  role.  Some  varieties  tend  to  be 
heavily  variegated  when  young,  then  can  turn 
entirely  (or  nearly  so)  green  as  they  mature.  If 
cooler  temperatures  don’t  do  the  trick  for  these, 
you  can  try  repotting  them,  giving  them  a  “fresh 
start”  and  encouraging  new  growth.  If  this 
doesn’t  work,  you’ll  have  to  enjoy  them  with 
green  leaves. 
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For  Beginners 

By  Mary  S.  Schaeffer 


Newark,  Delaware  19702 
Email:  mary@maryschaeffer.com 


Do  You  Belong  to  A 
Local  Chapter? 

If  you’re  at  all  like  me,  you  fell  into 
African  violets  without  even  realizing 
it.  You  started  with  one  or  two  and 
before  you  knew  it,  you  had  a  dozen 
or  more.  Or  perhaps  you’ve  always 
had  a  shelf  of  beautiful  blooming 
plants.  At  some  point,  you  took  the 
next  step  and  joined  the  AVSA  and 
started  getting  this  wonderful  maga 
zine.  You  may  even  have  considered  joining  a 
local  chapter  but  the  thought  of  going  to  that  first 
meeting  alone  and  introducing  yourself  to  a 
group  of  strangers  held  you  back.  What  if  no  one 
talked  to  you?  Or  perhaps  you  think  that  you 
wouldn’t  enjoy  going  to  meetings.  After  all,  you 
grow  pretty  good  violets,  what  could  a  local 
group  do  for  you?  The  answer  to  that  question  is 
“more  than  you  might  have  dreamed.”  I’ve  bro¬ 
ken  down  what  I  see  as  the  benefits  of  joining  a 
local  chapter  into  three  nebulous  categories: 
friendship,  knowledge,  and  fun. 

Friendship 

One  of  the  best  things  about  local  meetings  is 
the  opportunity  to  get  together  with  people  who 
share  a  common  interest.  You’ll  get  to  spend  a 
few  hours  with  folks  who  are  willing  to  spend 
tons  of  time  talking  about  soilless  mixes,  the 
advantages  of  growing  semi-miniature  violets 
over  standards  or  minis,  or  whatever  facet  of 
growing  and  collecting  violets  you  may  be  inter¬ 
ested  in.  While  you  may  see  glazed  over  eyes 
when  you  bring  these  topics  up  at  home,  at  a 
local  chapter  you’ll  find  others  willing  to  dive 
right  in  and  discuss  the  minutia  of  violets  in 
detail  with  you. 

If  you’re  lucky,  you’ll  find  someone  who  is 
willing  to  swap  leaves  with  you  in  the  group,  or 
perhaps  the  group  will  sponsor  a  leaf  swap.  This 
is  a  great  way  to  build  your  collection  without 


spending  a  dime.  In  fact,  once  you  get 
to  know  a  few  of  the  members,  you 
may  find  yourself  bringing  plants  for 
some  of  your  new  friends  or  for  the 
sales  table.  At  meetings  of  the 
Delaware  chapter,  we  have  a  sale  at 
each  meeting.  Members  bring  small 
plants  for  sale  and  the  proceeds  go 
into  our  coffers.  Typically,  we  have 
small  plants,  leaves,  and  cuttings 
(trailers  and  gesneriads)  and  sell  them 
for  $1  -  $5.  We  also  purchase  some  supplies  in 
bulk  and  pass  the  savings  on  to  our  members. 

Speaking  of  the  sales  table,  you’ll  often  find 
rare  or  hard- to- find  goodies  at  ridiculously  low 
prices. 

Knowledge 

No  matter  how  good  your  plants  look  now, 
the  odds  are  high  that  if  you  join  a  local  chapter, 
your  plants  will  look  even  better.  For  starters, 
you’ll  be  inspired  when  you  return  from  meetings 
to  groom  your  plants  and  perhaps  repot  violets 
that  are  long  overdue.  You’ll  learn  from  the  guest 
lecturers  as  well  as  the  more  seasoned  growers  in 
the  club.  If  your  club  is  like  the  Delaware  club, 
members  are  very  willing  to  share  their  consider¬ 
able  expertise.  Plus,  you’ll  learn  about  plants  you 
may  not  currently  be  growing  -  be  they  species 
or  trailers  or  perhaps  one  of  the  sister  gesneriad 
plants. 

That’s  right.  Many  chapters  have  guest 
lecturers,  either  from  the  local  chapter  or  a 
nearby  one.  Already  some  chapters  are  having 
lectures  from  far  away  speakers  who  are  con¬ 
nected  by  the  Internet/Skype.  If  you  are  willing  to 
listen  without  seeing  the  person,  a  phone  with  a 
speaker  feature  will  suffice.  Moving  forward, 
given  advances  in  technology,  I  expect  this  trend 
to  expand. 

Just  in  case  you  need  a  few  more  plants  (can 
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you  ever  have  enough?),  you’ll  hear  about  local 
shows  at  nearby  chapters.  While  many  of  these 
are  listed  on  the  AVSA  website,  not  all  chapters 
are  prompt  in  getting  their  information  to  the 
AVSA. 

Finally,  many  chapters  run  workshops.  These 
can  focus  on  something  as  simple  as  growing 
from  a  leaf  to  repotting  a  leggy  violet  or  perhaps 
growing  from  seed.  We’ve  also  had  them  on 
different  watering  techniques,  dividing  up  babies, 
and  different  growing  media. 

What’s  more,  you  may  get  the  chance  to 
become  an  African  violet  judge  without  attending 
the  national  convention.  While  attending  such  an 
event  is  fabulous,  it  is  sometimes  not  possible  for 
people  to  get  there.  Occasionally,  someone  in 
your  chapter  or  one  of  the  other  nearby  chapters 
will  run  a  judging  school,  and  you’ll  have  the 
opportunity  to  become  a  judge,  even  though  you 
didn’t  get  to  convention. 

Fun 

Yup,  that’s  right;  joining  a  local  chapter  can  be 
a  lot  of  fun.  For  starters,  it  is  certainly  more 
enjoyable  when  you  can  share  your  ideas  and 
successes  with  someone  who  understands  and 
appreciates  violets  -  and  what  it  takes  to  grow  a 
beautiful  one.  Some  chapters  have  a  summer 


picnic,  a  holiday  dinner  and/or  a  local  trip  to  visit 
plant/violet  related  places.  Significant  others  may 
or  may  not  be  included,  depending  on  the  wishes 
of  the  club  members. 

Have  I  convinced  you  to  join  yet?  You  can  look 
for  a  local  club  at  http://avsa.org/LocalClubs.asp 
Once  you’ve  identified  the  club  you  wish  to  join, 
you  can  use  the  contact  information  shown  to  let 
the  group  know  you’re  coming.  Alternatively,  see  if 
the  group  has  listed  their  annual  show  and/or  sale 
at  http://avsa.org/Events.asp  Once  you’ve  identified 
the  event,  attend  it,  and  while  there  ask  one  of  the 
people  working  the  show  for  information  about 
joining.  The  cost  of  joining  a  local  club  is  usually 
small,  somewhere  between  $10  and  $20  for  the 
year. 

If  you’re  still  hesitant,  let  me  share  a  few  more 
facts.  Most  clubs  are  actively  interested  in  attract¬ 
ing  new  members.  That’s  part  of  the  reason  they 
run  shows  in  public  places.  Last  year  I  had  con¬ 
vinced  several  people  to  come  to  one  of  our 
meetings  only  to  discover  I  would  be  out  of  town 
when  the  group  met.  I  sent  the  president  of  our 
chapter,  Quentin  Schlieder  a  note  explaining.  His 
answer  says  it  all.  He  responded,  “Visitors 
RULE!!!  They  are  potential  members!  1  will 
definitely  make  certain  they  want  to  return!” 

So,  what  are  you  waiting  for? 


AVSA  DONATION  FUND  LEVELS 


Thumbprint  (Under  $25) 
Two-tone  ($25-$49) 
Multicolor  ($50-$99) 


Geneva  ($100-$499) 
Fantasy  ($500-$999) 
Chimera  (Over  $1000) 
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African  Violet  Trailers: 
Why  I  Love  Them 

By  Sylvia  Blanchard 

As  Presented  to  Triangle  AVS 

Raleigh,  NC 


First,  here’s  a  little  about  the  history  of  the 
African  violet  trailer. 

The  first  violet  with  trailing  tendencies  was 
hybridized  by  Frank  Tmari.  At  the  1954  AVSA 
Convention,  in  St.  Louis,  MO,  he  introduced 
‘Tinari’s  Wild  Girl,’  a  standard  trailer.  She  had  a 
single  light  blue  bloom  with  girl  foliage.  The 
same  year,  he  registered  several  other  trailing 
varieties,  ‘Tinari’s  Geneva  Trailer,’  ‘Royal  Blue 
Trailer, ’  ‘Sky  Blue  Trailer,’  and  ‘Star  Trailer. ’  Frank 
had  achieved  the  trailing  varieties  by  using 
Saintpaulia  grotei  as  a  parent  plant  and  crossing 
it  with  ‘Sailor  Girl.’  Most  of  those  early  varieties 
exhibited  the  grotei  tendencies. 

This  should  have  been  a  real  red-letter  day  for 
African  violet  lovers.  Unfortunately,  for  the 
Tinaris,  at  least,  that  very  same  year,  Lyon’s 
Greenhouses  introduced  the  first  ever  double  pink 
variety  (‘Double  Pink  Puff’)  at  this  convention 
and  this  eclipsed  the  introduction  of  the  trailer. 
Who  could  imagine  two  such  giant  leaps  being 
made  in  violet  history  at  the  same  time? 

The  trailer  didn’t  get  the  real  attention  it 
deserved  until  1966,  with  the  introduction  of, 
once  again  by  Lyon’s  Greenhouse,  ‘Violet  Trail.’ 
This  was  another  standard  variety,  a  single 
mauve  and  pink  star,  with  plain,  glossy  foliage. 
Several  years  later,  Lyndon  Lyon  also  introduced 
the  miniature  and  semi  miniature  varieties,  ‘Pip 
Squeek’  and  ‘Pixie  Blue.’ 

Thus  the  trailer  got  its  start. 

When  most  newcomers  to  the  violet  world 
hear  of  “trailers”  in  African  violets,  they  think  of 
a  plant  similar  to  ivy  or  the  strawberry  begonia, 
growing  with  long  stems,  trailing  down  in 
runners  to  make  a  flowing  plant,  as  in  a  hanging 
basket.  There  are  some  varieties  that  do  grow 
this  way.  Most,  however,  have  a  semi-trailing 


habit  and  tend  to  crawl  or  spread.  I  have  a  couple 
of  plants  that  would  cascade  if  left  to  their  own 
devices.  One  that  comes  to  mind  is  ‘Darling  Blue 
Trail’  Although  she  is  only  a  few  months  along, 
she  is  already  putting  out  crowns  that  hang  well 
over  the  edge  of  the  pot. 

Personally,  I  find  trailers  easier  to  grow  than 
single  crown  plants.  I  think  part  of  the  reason  for 
this  is  the  fact  that  my  vision  is  limited  to  one 
eye.  That  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  see  in  the 
same  perspective  that  those  with  normal  vision 
enjoy.  1  have  no  depth  perception,  and  I  think  it 
makes  it  hard  for  me  to  gauge  proper  symmetry.  I 
just  can’t  see  it  well  enough  to  grow  plants  that 
meet  the  stringent  qualifications  necessary  to 
grow  a  truly  “show-worthy”  plant.  Because 
trailers  are  judged  not  so  much  on  symmetry,  but 
on  form,  it  is  easier  to  grow  a  plant  that  at  least 
merits  putting  it  into  a  show.  1  grow  African 
violets  as  a  hobby.  To  me,  that  means  it’s  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  enjoyed,  not  a  chore.  Yes,  there  is 
work  involved.  But  the  work  creates  something 
beautiful  and  is  worth  the  effort. 

If  you  lose  a  leaf  from  a  single-crown  plant, 
you  will  likely  have  to  remove  at  least  two  others 
to  keep  the  symmetry  intact.  If  you  lose  a  leaf 
from  a  trailer,  you  most  likely  will  get  three  more 
in  its  place  within  a  few  months.  Maybe  even 
another  crown  which,  instead  of  marring  the 
symmetry  of  the  plant,  will  improve  its  form  and 
make  it  more  likely  to  be  a  contender  in 
competition. 

If,  by  chance,  you  pull  a  leaf  off  the  mother 
plant,  you  don’t  have  to  wait  months  for  a  baby 
to  show  up  like  you  would  if  it  were  a  leaf  from  a 
single-crowned  plant.  You  just  pop  that  little  guy 
in  some  mix,  and  in  a  couple  of  weeks,  you  have 
a  rooted  plantlet,  ready  to  start  growing  for  you. 
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Cultural  gaps  are  not  as  apparent  in  trailers.  If 
you  have  a  little  patience  and  exercise  routine 
care,  a  plant  can  maintain  its  growth  habit  quite 
happily. 

Trailers  have  many  of  the  same  requirements 
as  single-crown  plants.  Light  and  fertilizer  should 
perhaps  be  more,  rather  than  less.  Trailers  will 
become  leggy  if  they  don’t  have  sufficient  light. 
The  lack  of  light  will  also  produce  less  reliable 
leaf  size.  The  fertilizer  requirements  are  greater 
due  to  extra  leaf,  crown,  and  bloom  production. 
This  also  means  you  need  to  repot  more  often. 
Not  usually  potting  “up,”  just  repotting. 

I  generally  start  my  babies  in  3-ounce 
Solo®  cups,  just  as  for  single-crown  plants. 
However,  that  is  basically  where  the  similarity 
ends.  It  only  takes  a  little  while  for  a  standard 
plant  to  outgrow  a  solo  cup.  Semiminiatures 
and  miniatures  take  a  little  longer.  Once  a  stan¬ 
dard  trailer  outgrows  a  solo  cup,  I  generally  move 
it  up  to  a  4-inch  pan  pot.  Then,  as  needed,  up  to 
the  8-inch  “cutie”  pot,  found  at  Bluebird 
Greenhouse.  Semi-miniatures  generally  go  up  to 
a  2-1/2  inch  pot  after  they  outgrow  solo  cups, 
then  eventually  up  to  a  4-inch  pan  pot.  If  they 
outgrow  that,  I  do  go  up  to  a  6-inch  cutie  pan  for 
the  semis,  but  miniatures  generally  only  go  up  to 
4-inch  pan  pots. 

I  tend  to  be  a  lazy  waterer.  1  use  capillary 
matting,  and  find  that  trailers  are  far  more 
forgiving  of  the  occasional  drought  than  single 


crown  plants.  I  feel  the  matting  for  moisture 
every  few  days.  When  I  water,  I  water.  They  get 
a  guzzle,  not  a  sip.  I  water  when  the  matting  is 
dry  to  the  touch.  This  generally  happens  once  a 
week,  sometimes  a  little  more  often  during  very 
hot  weather.  I  think  the  trailers  like  the  extra 
humidity  that  the  matting  provides. 

One  of  my  favorite  things  about  trailers  is  that 
they  seem  to  be  easier  to  keep  in  bloom.  As  long 
as  they  are  deadheaded,  they  will  bloom  pretty 
easily. 

There  are  a  few  things  that  I  don’t  love  about 
trailers. 

The  major  thing  is  that  compared  to  single 
crowned  varieties,  (over  1 7,000)  there  are  really 
very  few  trailers.  There  are  only  543  registered 
varieties  of  trailers,  in  all  three  sizes.  There  are 
some  that  aren’t  registered  of  course,  but  these 
are  even  harder  to  find.  The  ones  you  find  for 
sale  are  usually  the  same  ones  sold  by  all  the 
vendors.  So,  I’m  usually  left  replacing  ones  that 
I’ve  grown  and  lost.  There  are  very  few  new 
varieties  registered  each  year. 

My  favorite  trailers  seem  to  be  the  standards. 
Compared  to  most  single-crowned  plants,  they 
seem  to  take  up  a  huge  amount  of  shelf  space. 
So,  I  try  to  limit  my  standards  to  a  couple  of 
favorite  varieties.  This  gets  harder  to  do  all  the 
time,  but  I  guess  that’s  a  small  price  to  pay  for 
the  enjoyment  1  get  from  growing  my  favorite 
plants,  African  violet  trailers. 


A  VS  A  Conventions 

2011  AVSA  Philadelphia  Convention 

May  15-22,  201 1 

2012  AVSA  Detroit  2012  Convention 

June  3-10,  2012 
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Photo  Credit:  Cindi  Nofziger 


Wendy ’s 
Purple  Toad 

Grown  by:  Cindi  Nofziger 

Hybridizer:  Wendy  Knapp 
Standard 


32  African  Violet  Magazine 


January  •  February  201 1 


°  o  o 


In  Memory 


Josephine  Wells 

Josephine  Wells,  long  time  member  of  the 
AV  &  Gesneriad  Society  of  Western  NY,  passed 
away  in  September,  2010.  She  was  a  superb 
grower  of  AVs  and  gesneriads  for  many  years 
and  a  mentor  to  many  in  our  club.  Her  enthu¬ 
siasm  was  always  contagious  and  her  pre¬ 
sence  will  be  missed. 


assisted  with  the  revision  of  Council  and 
affiliate  By-Laws.  He  received  many  special 
awards  for  his  blue-ribbon  plants.  As  a  proud 
sponsor  of  the  Western  hybrids,  Don  registered 
one  of  his  own  cultivars,  ‘Contrary  Mary’,  in 
1999.  Don  Thornburg  will  be  missed,  but  his 
contributions  to  our  hobby  and  our  local 
affiliates  and  Northern  California  Council  will 
long  be  remembered. 


Don  L.  Thornburg 

Don  Thornburg,  long-time  grower, 
hybridizer,  exhibitor,  and  judge,  passed  away  in 
October,  2010,  at  the  age  of  92.  He  belonged  to 
affiliates  in  San  Francisco,  Oakland,  and 
Sacramento.  Don  was  a  staunch  supporter  of 
the  Northern  California  Council.  He  served  as  a 
Council  officer  and  also  held  several  affiliate 
positions.  As  a  Registered  Parliamentarian,  Don 


Joan  Pearce 

Joan  was  passionate  about  African  violets 
and  was  the  librarian  of  the  Stampede  City 
African  Violet  Society  in  Calgary,  Alberta, 
Canada,  for  many  years.  Joan  was  a  gifted 
grower,  with  many  of  her  violets  winning  the 
Queen  of  Show  Rosette.  Joan  and  her  violets 
will  be  greatly  missed. 


Photo  Credit:  Harry  Drew 

Sinningia  ‘Peridot’s  Darth  Vader’ 

Grown  by:  Ron  Bannister 
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By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 


32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

Email:  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 


I  feel  like  1  am  in  a  difficult  phase  of 
life  right  now.  I  am  in  the  ‘sandwich’ 
generation,  which  means  very  little  to 
me  except  that  I  do  feel  squished 
between  two  different  age  ranges  that 
need  me  -  my  school  age  children  and 
my  aging  mother.  What  does  this  mean 
to  you  wonderful,  loyal  readers?  It 
means  that  I  hope  you  will  be  patient 
with  me  and  put  up  with  the  occasional 
updating  of  a  previous  column.  I  promise 
that  this  won’t  be  a  habit,  but  sometimes  my  pen 
(keyboard)  seems  to  be  stuck  and  lacking  in 
inspiration. 

I  went  back  to  the  first  column  that  I  wrote  in 
the  African  Violet  Magazine  and  was  reminded  of 
one  of  my  first  loves  in  African  violets,  semi 
miniature  and  miniature  trailers.  Almost  six  years 
later,  I  still  love  trailers! 

I  enjoy  growing  trailers  because  they  are  fairly 
easy  to  get  started.  Often,  trailers  can  be  purchased 
as  a  small  crown,  which  for  the  new  grower  or  less 
experienced,  can  be  easier  to  work  with.  Results  are 
usually  seen  quickly,  and  there  is  none  of  the  worry 
of  separating  delicate  baby  plantlets.  The  more 
growth  from  the  original  plant  crown,  the  better,  or 
in  other  words,  the  more  crowns  the  better.  For 
those  of  us  with  busy  schedules,  trailers  don’t 
require  as  much  work.  Trailers  need  to  be  regularly 
watered  and  checked  for  any  problems,  but  they 
don’t  need  to  be  repotted  as  often  or  groomed  to  be 
symmetrical  like  most  single  crowned  violets.  If  you 
haven’t  grown  any  miniatures  or  semiminiatures 
before,  trying  a  trailer  is  a  good  place  to  begin. 

I  don’t  have  as  many  trailers  in  my  collection 
as  I  would  like,  but  1  try  to  keep  a  few  favorites 
around.  Presently,  ‘Rob’s  Humpty  Doo’,  ‘Rob’s 
Wagga  Wagga’,  ‘Rob’s  Vanilla  Trail’  and  ‘Orchid 
Trail’  can  be  found  on  my  shelves.  ‘Rob’s  Humpty 
Doo’  is  a  semiminiature  trailer  with  semidouble 
white  sticktite  pansy  blossoms  with  a  wide  bright 
blue  edge.  The  leaves  are  a  medium  green.  ‘Rob’s 


Wagga  Wagga’  is  a  semiminiature  that 
has  double  dark  blue  sticktite  blossoms 
with  variable  white  markings.  The 
leaves  are  medium-dark  green.  ‘Rob’s 
Vanilla  Trail’  is  another  semiminiature. 
The  blossoms  are  double  cream  to 
blush  white  pansy  against  dark  green 
foliage.  Finally,  ‘Orchid  Trail’  is  a 
semiminiature  with  double  orchid  blos¬ 
soms  against  dark  green  foliage. 

Once  you  have  received  your  mini 
or  semi  mini  trailer,  and  potted  it  in  its  initial 
home,  you  can  begin  to  think  about  the  type  of 
pot  you  will  move  your  trailer  in  to.  The  type  of 
pot  you  choose  depends  on  how  the  trailer  tends 
to  grow.  For  example,  Teeny  Bopper  is  a  tiny 
growing  miniature  trailer  so  you  would  most 
likely  grow  it  in  a  2-1/2  or  3  inch  pot  or  a  small 
bulb  pan.  What  is  visually  appealing  to  you  is 
also  important  to  think  about  when  deciding  upon 
potting  up.  I  really  enjoy  seeing  trailers  grown  in 
shallow  pans  similar  to  how  dish  gardens  are 
presented.  I  have  been  growing  Rob’s  Humpty 
Doo  in  this  manner  for  approximately  six  months, 
and  if  I  am  feeling  gloomy,  just  having  a  look  at 
this  plant  can  lift  my  spirits.  Some  people  like  to 
grow  their  trailers  in  hanging  baskets.  Again,  find 
out  how  the  trailer  that  you  have  picked  typically 
grows  and  then  be  creative  in  your  potting 
choices. 

With  the  convention  just  around  the  corner, 
now  is  a  good  time  to  look  through  your 
collection  and  give  some  thought  to  any  miniature 
or  semi  miniature  trailers  you  might  have  to 
show.  If  you  don’t  have  any  of  these  small 
treasures  in  your  collection  and  you  want  to  enter 
a  trailer  class  at  convention,  be  sure  to  purchase 
plants  at  least  three  months  before  show  time. 

I  would  love  to  hear  your  ideas  and  sugges¬ 
tions  for  this  column.  Please  feel  free  to  email  or 
write  me.  Until  next  time,  beat  the  winter  blahs 
and  share  some  violet  cheer. 
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Around  and  About  the  Cherry  Hill 
Area  . . .  Getting  the  Most  Out  of  the 

2011  AVSA  Convention 


Members  and  AVSA  affiliates  are  anticipating 
an  event- filled  week  of  activities,  programs,  and 
violet  fellowship.  Convention  can  definitely  keep 
you  busy!  We  want  to  be  sure  you  don’t  miss  out 
on  some  of  the  BEST  that  the  Cherry  Hill  area 
has  to  offer. 

Fun  and  Unusual  Places  to  Eat 

Sure,  there  will  be  plenty  of  suggestions  for 
fine  dining  such  as  Walter  Douglas  Steakhouse , 
The  Chop  House,  and  even  Cafe  Aldo 
Lamberto’s ,  all  of  which  we  highly  recommend. 
But  New  Jersey  is  the  birthplace  of  diners,  and 
one  not  to  miss  is  Ponzio’s  (less  than  1/2  mile 
from  the  hotel).  If  you’re  a  sports  fan,  get  there 
early  for  breakfast,  and  you  might  just  run  into 
the  likes  of  former  hockey  great  Bobby  Clark, 
Philadelphia  Phillies  manager  Charlie  Manuel, 
and  many  other  local  sports  celebrities!  Want  to 
be  more  adventurous?  Try  Pat’s  Steaks  for  the 
real  Philly  cheesesteak  experience,  Tony  Luke’s 
for  some  authentic  Italian  hoagies,  or  Chickie’s 
and  Pete’s ,  where  the  crab  fries  crawl  from  the 
table  to  your  tummy  in  minutes! 

Did  you  know  that  New  Jersey  is  home  to  over 
thirty-five  wineries  and  vineyards?  Wine  tasting 
and  tours  of  these  charming  establishments  are 
available. 

Unique  Places  to  Shop  and  Browse 

The  best  places  to  look  for  the  unusual  gifts 
are  always  boutiques  and  antique  shops,  and 
Cherry  Hill  is  centrally  located  to  some  of  the  best 
shopping  around.  Garden  State  Park,  former 
home  to  one  of  NJ’s  oldest  racetrack  is  just  across 
the  highway,  packed  with  some  unusual  and 
regional  finds.  Or  take  a  quick  drive  into 
Haddonfield  and  stroll  along  Main  Street  where 
you  will  find  boutiques,  antiques,  and  eateries  for 
every  palette.  A  bit  further  south  you  will  find 
Mullica  Hill,  a  Victorian  village  which  is  listed  on 


the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and 
boasts  unique  antique  and  gift  shops.  Not 
enough  shopping  challenge?  Head  approximately 
50  miles  either  east  or  west  and  find  not  one  but 
TWO  huge  outlet  malls.  The  Walk  of  Atlantic  City 
and  Franklin  Mills  Mall  are  both  full  of  great 
shopping  and  great  fun! 

Where  the  Action  Is 

If  you  have  the  itch  to  roll  some  dice,  pull  a 
few  slots,  or  try  your  luck  on  a  few  ponies, 
Cherry  Hill  can  offer  you  something  to  thrill 
about.  There  is  casino  action  in  Atlantic  City,  and 
the  newly  opened  PARX  Hotel  &  Casino,  offers 
table  games,  slots,  and  horse  racing,  less  than  an 
hour  away.  If  movies  and  theater  are  more  to 
your  liking,  the  silver  screen  (actually  twenty- 
four  of  them)  is  just  twenty  minutes  away. 
Philadelphia  offers  a  full  repertoire  of  perfor¬ 
mances  at  the  Walnut  Street  Theater,  The 
Academy  of  Music,  The  Kimmel  Center,  and 
many  others.  Just  be  sure  to  plan  ahead  and 
secure  tickets,  as  dates  sell  out  fast. 

Kick  Back  and  Relax 

There’s  a  lot  of  planning  and  preparation  that 
goes  into  just  getting  ourselves  to  convention.  An 
afternoon  of  pampering  might  be  just  what  the 
judges  ordered.  Local  spas  such  as  Belliard’s  in 
Cherry  Hill  offer  monthly  specials  and  evening 
hours.  Or  if  your  idea  of  relaxing  involves  putting 
little  white  balls  into  little  tiny  holes,  you’ll  want 
to  check  with  the  hotel,  as  many  local  golf 
courses  offer  discounts  to  guests. 

So  come  to  Cherry  Hill  for  the  African  violets, 
beautiful  designs,  education,  and  pepper  it  full  of 
some  of  the  best  that  New  Jersey  and 
Philadelphia  have  to  offer.  We  will  have  more 
details  on  all  of  these  eateries,  shops,  and 
destinations  when  you  arrive  in  charming  Cherry 
Hill. 
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Remembering 

Winston  G.  Smith,  Hybridizer 

By  Chris  Mason 
Photo  Credit:  Marjorie  Bullard 


Wrangler's  Pink  Patches 


On  January  1st  of  2010  we  suffered  a 
loss  in  the  world  of  African  violets,  but 
more  so,  to  many,  the  loss  of  a  dear 
friend.  About  a  month  and  a  half  ago, 

Zelda  Owens,  a  fellow  member  of  Bay 
State  AVS,  heard  of  the  passing  of 
Winston  G.  Smith,  in  an  obituary. 

“Winston  Gordon  Smith  -  age  83, 
passed  away  Friday,  January  1,  2010,  at 
his  home.  Winston  taught  for  over  forty 
years,  he  last  worked  at  Hardin  I.S.D. 
teaching  Business  courses.  Winston  loved 
to  raise  cocker  spaniels,  Chinese  fighting 
fish,  and  was  well  known  for  his  passion 
for  African  violets  and  roses.  Winston 
leaves  a  host  of  friends  and  previous 
students  who  loved  and  cared  for  him.” 

I  had  not  spoken  to  Winston  since  Christmas, 
2009.  When  I  tried  to  call  him  later,  his  number 
had  been  disconnected.  So  with  that  I  called 
several  of  my  violet  friends  in  Texas  and  AVSA  to 
find  that  no  one  had  heard  from  him  recently. 


Winston  Smith  was  the  hybridizer  of  the 
‘Wrangler’  and  ‘Maverick’  series  of  African 
violets.  Winston’s  hybridizing  years  were  late  70’s 
to  late  80 ’s.  This  resulted  in  excess  of  1 75  named 
varieties  with  Dixie  and/or  AVSA,  the  majority  of 
which  were  registered.  Perhaps  amongst  the 
favorite  and  most  famous  are  ‘Wrangler’s 
Dixie  Celebration,’  ‘Wrangler’s  Pink 
Patches,’  ‘Wrangler’s  Ragtime  Cowboy,’ 
‘Wrangler’s  Green  Pastures,’  and 
‘Maverick’s  Faded  Jeans’.  The  names 
‘Wrangler’  and  ‘Maverick’  were  from 
television  commercials  Winston  had  seen 
for  blue  jeans!  All  of  his  hybrids  are 
standards,  with  the  exception  of  one  trailer 
and  one  Episcia ,  as  far  as  we  know. 

Winston  G.  Smith  was  a  gentle,  kind, 
and  generous,  very  reserved  gentleman. 
However,  he  had  a  dry,  witty,  and  often 
sarcastic  sense  of  humor.  Winston  was 
also  a  very  private  person.  I  was  privi¬ 
leged  to  have  developed  a  close  friendship 
with  him  over  the  past  decade. 

Mr.  Smith  maintained  his  home  and 


Wrangler's  Dixie  Celebration 
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greenhouse  in 
Liberty,  Texas,  until 
about  eight  years 
ago.  Winston’s 
hybridizing  experi¬ 
ence  was  mentored 
by  the  late  Margaret 
Vallon,  hybridizer  of 
the  ‘Val’s’  series  of 
African  violets. 

‘Sunlit  Sugar  Plum’ 
was  one  of  the 
hybrids  he  used  in 
starting  his 
hybridizing.  One  of 
his  own  hybrids  that 
he  used  in  hybridizing  was  ‘Wrangler’s  Persian 
Tapestry.’  From  this  plant  resulted  ‘Wrangler’s 
Jealous  Jewels,’  and  ‘Wrangler’s  Pat’s  Pleasure’. 


More  than  eight  years  ago,  Susan  Merski  of 
Desert  Violets  in  TUcson,  AZ,  put  me  in  touch  with 
Winston.  I  was  starting  my  collection  of  ‘Wranglers,’ 
was  networking  to  find  more  varieties,  and  Winston 
was  looking  for  a  plant  his:  ‘Wrangler’s  Persian 
Thpestry.’  He  was  quite  surprised  that  anybody  still 
had  an  interest  in  his  plants! 

Later,  a  demand  for  ‘Wranglers’  was  hitting 
Ebay  as  well  as  commercial  growers.  Dennis  Miller, 
hybridizer  of  Neil’s  Streps,  sent  me  several  pots 
questionably  labeled  ‘Wranglers  Luv  Texas.’  When 


they  bloomed,  1 
saw  that  they 
actually  fit  the 
description  of 
‘Wrangler’s  Persian 
Tapestry.’  David 
Rollins  of  Cedar 
Creek  Violets,  who 
has  a  sincere 
interest  in  preserv¬ 
ing  Winston’s 
hybrids,  propagated 
and  grew  out 
several  of  these 
mysterious  plants. 
Since  David  was 
also  in  contact  with  Winston,  he  sent  a  plant  to 
Texas  for  Winston’s  verification  and,  lo  and 
behold,  Winston  got  his  long-lost  ‘Wrangler’s 
Persian  Thpestry’  back. 

I  am  privileged  to  have  been  asked  to 
write  this  article,  and  to  have  known  this 
wonderful  man.  Approximately  half  of  his 
listed  hybrids  have  been  accounted  for. 
There  are  a  handful  of  his  hybrids  that  are 
not  listed  but  are  verified.  Fortunately,  I 
have  one  of  his  old  catalogs. 

I  wish  to  thank  Zelda  Owens  for 
helping  me  put  this  article  together.  I  also 
would  like  to  thank  Texans  Meredith  Hall, 
Jo  Schrimsher,  and  Bill  Foster  for  sharing 
with  me  their  knowledge  and  fond  mem¬ 
ories  of  Winston  G.  Smith.  I  wish  I  had 
the  privilege  of  going  with  my  club,  as 
many  have  told  me  that  they  did,  to  visit 
Winston’s  greenhouses  and  take  home 
his  plants.  However,  1  have  the  privilege  of 
carrying  on  his  legacy  and  ask  all  who  read  this 
to  help  keep  it  alive.  We  will  remember  you,  Mr. 
Wrangler,  with  much  appreciation  and  love.  I 
will  miss  the  calls  sharing  with  him  my  latest 
discoveries,  but  more  so,  Winston,  surrounded 
by  ten  cocker  spaniels,  signing  off  saying,  “God 
Bless  You  Buddy.” 

To  Contact  Chris  Mason: 
violetfever52@yahoo.com 
(781)  480-3499 


Wrangler's  El  Diablo 


Wrangler's  Lounge  Lizzard 
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Fill  the  Coffers  and 
Increase  Membership 

By  Sharon  Rosenzweig 


Could  your  African  violet  society  treasury  use 
a  boost?  Would  you  like  to  increase  your  mem¬ 
bership?  Bay  State  African  Violet  Society  holds 
an  annual  “Re-Potting  Clinic”  which  raises 
money  for  the  organization  and  encourages 
growers  to  join  BSAVS,  a  local  club,  and  AVSA. 

Our  event  is  held  at  Tower  Hill  Botanical 
Garden  in  Boylston,  MA.  It  is  scheduled  in 
November  on  the  same  day  as  Tower  Hill’s 
Annual  Open  House.  Admission  to  the  Garden  is 
free  that  day,  and  lots  of  people  are  in  attendance. 
Growers  who  are  inexperienced  or  too  busy  bring 
in  their  African  violet(s),  and  BSAVS  members 
repot  them  in  a  new  pot  with  fresh  soil.  People 
usually  bring  in  lopsided  plants  with  long  necks 
and/or  multiple  crowns.  Most  growers  go  home 
with  more  plants  than  they  came  with.  The 
charge  is  $1.00  per  newly  potted  plant  up  to  a  4" 
pot  and  $2.00  per  plant  for  larger  pots. 

Some  years,  the  growers  just  want  to  watch 
the  process  and  ask  only  a  few  questions.  Last 
year,  we  had  a  lot  of  returning  customers  who 
wanted  a  “hands-on”  experience  and  asked  lots 
of  questions.  We  had  thirty  attendees,  and  our 
total  intake  was  $190.  Each  year  attendance  has 
increased. 

In  order  to  assure  success,  the  event  has  to  be 
well  advertised.  We  are  lucky  that  Tower  Hill  pro¬ 
vides  the  publicity.  We  also  place  notices  in  local 
supermarket,  libraries,  and  community  bulletin 
boards. 

We  run  the  event  from  11  am  to  3  pm.  We 
ask  the  “customers”  to  sign  in  and  take  a  seat. 

The  morning  hours  are  usually  the  busiest,  so 
we  have  four  BSAVS  members  on  hand  from  1 1 


am  to  1  pm  to  do  the  repotting.  Since  the  wait 
may  be  long,  depending  upon  how  many  plants 
each  person  brings  in,  we  have  an  instructional 
video  playing  so  people  can  learn  about  general 
African  violet  culture  while  they  wait  for  their 
turn.  In  the  afternoon,  from  1  pm  to  3  pm,  we 
usually  have  three  members  working  on  plants. 
There  is  also  one  member  who  signs  people  in, 
and  another  member  acts  as  cashier. 

Each  BSAVS  member  brings  his  or  her  own 
favorite  re-potting  tools:  newspaper,  soil  bowl, 
spoon,  cutting  tool,  dust  brush,  paper  towels, 
wicking  material,  scissors,  etc.  Most  importantly, 
each  brings  a  small  container  of  bleach  and 
water.  It  is  very  important  to  disinfect  the  tools 
before  starting  on  the  next  grower’s  plants. 

We  have  learned  over  the  years  to  explain 
exactly  what  we  are  going  to  do  to  the  plant  (s) 
and  get  permission  to  proceed.  This  eliminates 
the  owner’s  distress  when  you  take  the  plant 
down  from  a  6"  pot  to  a  3-1/2"  pot.  When  we 
first  started  this  event,  we  had  a  grower  leave  in 
tears  because  her  (ugly)  10”  plant  was 
transformed  into  a  (lovely)  6"  specimen.  She 
thought  bigger  was  better  even  though  the  outer 
leaves  were  yellowed  and  marred. 

This  is  a  fun  event  for  all  who  participate.  It  is 
a  great  way  to  educate  the  public  about  growing 
African  violets  and  your  African  violet 
organization.  The  “re-potters”  have  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  turning  lopsided,  multi-crown,  ugly  plants 
into  symmetrical  things  of  beauty.  Not  only  are 
the  plant  owners  grateful,  but  I’m  sure  I  can  hear 
the  violets  themselves  say,  “Thank  you,  thank 
you,  for  my  new  pot  and  soil.” 
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Anne  &  Frank  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund 

August  16  -  October  29,  2010 

Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 

Chimera 

Jeri  Anderson 

Wisconsin  Council  of  African  Violet  Clubs 

Mid-Atlantic  African  Violet  Society 

glL 

M 

Two-tone 

Sundowners  African  Violet  Club 

Geneva 

Maggie  Yuet-wah  Fung 

43) 

V;>y  Thumbprint 

(J|b 

Mary  Jane  Crossan 

Multicolor 

Pam  West 

Ohio  State  African  Violet  Society 

Jean  Corkill 

(In  memory  of  Peg  Newell) 

Gail  Podany 

Ohio  State  African  Violet  Society 

(In  memory  ojjean  Robine) 

Total  this  period  -  $  1,360.00 

Terrarium  cleaning... 

By  Paul  Kroll 


Olive  Ma  Robinson  recommended  using 
POLIDENT  tablets  to  clean  terrariums. 

It  works!  I  have  used  distilled  vinegar,  toilet 
bowl  cleaner,  etc.,  without  these  such  remarkable 
results.  I  had  a  terrarium  put  together  for  our 
local  show  in  March  and  just  took  it  apart 
yesterday.  After  rinsing  it  out,  I  filled  the  terrar¬ 
ium  with  hot  water  and  dropped  in  two  Polident 
tablets.  This  morning  it  is  sparkling  clean! 

Obviously,  or  perhaps  not,  this  is  a  glass 
terrarium.  I  doubt  it  would  work  on  plastic 

This  has  wonderful  ramifications  for  those  of 
us  who  are  designers  and  creators  of  container 


gardens,  and  also  for  those  of  us  who  grow 
plants  requiring  high  humidity  conditions  that 
terrariums  provide,  like  Gasteranthus, 
Nautilocalyx  pemphidius,  Gesneria ,  and  some 
Episcia .  I  realize  this  is  perhaps  of  interest  to  a 
small  group  of  people,  but  I  was  anxious  to  share 
the  information  since  it  worked  so  well  for  me. 
Polident  is  not  a  product  we  use  or  keep  in  the 
house,  but  it  is  relatively  inexpensive,  and  if  it 
does  this  job  well,  then.... go  figure! 

From  a  posting  to  the 
Gesneriphiles  Internet  Group 
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'Kile  of  Two  Suckers 

By  Don  Landek 


No,  this  is  not  a  story 
about  a  plant  and  I.  Rather,  I 
hope  to  make  the  point  that 
suckers  of  chimera  African 
violets  do  not  always  yield 
an  exact  copy  of  the  parent 
plant  with  the  near  100% 
consistency ,  as  many 
assume.  I  have  two  examples 
that  occurred  within  thirty 
days,  from  eleven  newly 
excised  suckers. 

The  availability  of 
chimera  African  violets  is 
increasing  and  can  be  found 
on  the  web  and  especially 
on  eBay.  The  issue  is  that 
many  growers  offer  rooted  suckers  (or  barely 
rooted  suckers)  with  no  guarantee  of 
replacement  should  the  plant  not  bloom  true.  I 
even  read  one  seller  stating  that  99%  of  the 
time  the  suckers  will  be  identical  to  the  parents. 
The  seller  never  offered  any  data  to  support 
that  statement,  but  I  understand  that  much  of 
what  is  said  on  eBay  is  hype  to  promote  the 
product. 
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Other  sellers  offer  suckers  at  a  reduced  rate, 
making  up  the  difference  with  exorbitant  ship¬ 
ping  charges.  There  is  always  an  element  of 
uncertainty  and  opportunity  to  disappoint. 

To  illustrate  the  point,  within  a  thirty-day 
period,  I  had  two  chimera  African  violet  suck¬ 
ers  bloom  for  me  out  of  eleven  that  I  had 
rooted.  Nine  bloomed  true;  two  were  different, 
very  different.  One  was  what  1  would  expect  in 

such  a  failure.  ‘Party  Fun’ 
(Figure  A)  as  it  had  in  past 
failures,  produced  solid 
deep  purple  flowers  (Figure 
B). 

The  other  was  a  more 
interesting  failure.  ‘Yukako’ 
(Figure  C)  suckers  in  the  past 
have  been  relatively  consis¬ 
tent  in  producing  suckers  true 
to  the  parents’  form.  But  to 
my  surprise,  the  plant  formed 
from  this  sucker  exhibited  no 
purple  color  (Figure  D) ,  except 
for  an  occasional  small  blotch, 
or  on  occasion,  purple  edging 
along  the  flower’s  edge. 
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Two  out  of  eleven  suckers  are  18%  that 
failed  to  bloom  true.  I  am  not  implying  in 
anyway  that  this  is  the  usual  and  typical  ratio.  I 
believe  the  18%  failure  would  be  a  substantially 
larger  number  had  a  bigger  sampling  occurred. 
The  point  is,  buyers  of  chimera  suckers  need  to 


go  into  the  purchase  with  the  understanding 
that  you  may,  or  may  not,  get  what  you  want. 
If  you  don’t  develop  that  attitude  and  instead 
always  expect  a  true-blooming  chimera  identical 
to  the  parent,  well,  you  may  have  your  own 
tale  of  two  suckers,  you  and  the  plant. 


Steven  Spachek  and  ‘Tommie  Lou’ 
Win  Big  at  2010  LSAVC  Convention 

By  Nichole  Alvarez 


The  Lone 
Star  African 
Violet  Council’s 
2010  Conven¬ 
tion  was  held 
at  the  Inn  of 
the  Hills  Resort 
and  Conference 
Center  in 
Kerrville,  Texas, 
on  November  5 
and  6.  Those 
able  to  attend 
this  state  con¬ 
vention  were  greeted  by  rows  upon  rows  of  beauti¬ 
ful  plants,  wonderful  designs,  and  educational 
displays,  one  of  which  you  could  listen  to  while 
making  your  “wish”  lists  browsing  the  entries! 

Of  all  the  horticulture  entries  made  in  a  show, 
and  in  this  show  there  were  316,  there  is 


always  one  special  plant  that  will  make  it  to  the 
coveted  top  spot.  For  the  2010  Lone  Star 
convention,  that  spot  belongs  to  ‘Tommie  Lou,’ 
a  vintage  violet  hybridized  in  1967  by  T.  Oden. 
This  wonderful  plant  was  grown  and  exhibited 
by  Steven  Spachek.  Many  of  you  know  Steven 
from  his  business,  Steven’s  Plant  Shop,  and  his 
ad  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine.  Others  know 
him  from  various  clubs,  councils,  and  shows. 
An  accomplished  grower,  he  has  won  Best  In 
Show  at  local  club  shows  in  the  past.  However, 
this  was  his  first  Best  In  Show  at  the  state 
level!  In  addition  to  the  Best  In  Show  award, 
Steven  and  Tommie 
Lou  also  won  Best 
Vintage  African  Violet, 

Best  Variegated  African 
Violet,  and  Best  Stan¬ 
dard!  Congratulations, 

Steven! 


Steven  &  Tommie  Lou 


Tommie  Lou 
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The  “Brat  Pack”  Bids  Farewell  To 

Its  Founding  Brat 

By  Janet  Stromborg 


The  African  Violet  Brat  Pack  lost  its  number 
one  Brat  in  July.  Cheralyn  Maturi  was  one  of  the 
two  founders  of  this  very  active  AVSA  affiliated 
on-line  forum  that  has  been  discussing  violets 
over  the  internet  for  many  years.  Cher’s  vision 
was  to  have  a  safe  place  where  people  from  all 
walks  of  life  and  all  ages  could  gather  via  the 
internet  to  discuss  African  violets  in  a  relaxed 
and  friendly  atmosphere. 

She  called  the  main  message  board  the 
“Playground”  and  hundreds  of  violet  related 
topics  were  posted  there  every  year.  The  forum 
members  called  each  other  “Brats”  and  the  name 
was  worn  with  great  pride.  They  were  a  very 
supportive,  helpful,  and  friendly  community  of 
men  and  women,  and  Cher  made  certain  that 
they  always  treated  each  other  with  respect  and 
kindness.  Nobody  was  allowed  to  “throw  sand” 
on  the  Playground. 

The  Brat  Pack  grew  and  evolved  and  moved  a 
couple  of  times  in  search  of  better  forum  hosting 
sites.  In  2008,  the  Brats  settled  into  a  ProBoards 
forum  when  Cher  took  over  sole  ownership.  She 
added  a  photo  board  and  called  it  “Eye  Candy”.  It 
was  a  place  where  the  Brats  could  post  pictures 
of  their  violets,  and  it  didn’t  matter  at  all  if  the 
photos  or  violets  weren’t  perfect.  With  hundreds 
of  wonderful  photos  to  page  through,  the  Brats 


had  great  fun  making  up  their  “wish  lists”  and 
trading  leaves  and  plants  with  each  other.  When 
Cher  passed  away,  the  forum  was  in  jeopardy 
because  it  needed  a  new  owner  to  keep  it  going. 
The  members  (numbering  over  600  by  July 
2010)  certainly  didn’t  want  to  split  up  and  go 
their  separate  ways  after  all  the  years  together. 
They  moved  one  more  time,  but  kept  the  forum 
looking  and  functioning  the  same  way  Cher  had 
left  it  to  them.  The  new  forum  is  now  called  the 
African  Violet  Brat  Pack  2  in  honor  of  Cher. 
Though  her  vision  lives  on,  she  certainly  will  be 
missed. 

Anyone  wishing  to  join  the  African  Violet 
Brat  Pack  2  can  do  so  at  this  URL: 
http://avbratpack2.proboards.com/.  All  that  is 
required  is  to  set  up  a  free  account  with 
ProBoards.  The  Brat  Pack  administrators 
are  always  anxious  to  welcome  new 
members  into  the  Playground.  They  are 
Janet,  Sylvia,  and  Scott,  and  their  email 
addresses  are  avbratjanet@janet@gmail.com, 
avbratsylvia@gmail@gmail.com,  and 
avbratscott@gmail.com 

Ed's  Note:  Thank  you  to  the  AV  Brat  Pack 
Members  for  their  substantial  donation  to  the 
AVSA  Booster  Fund  in  honor  of  Cheralyn 
Maturi. 
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A  Better  Way  to  Water! 

By  Pat  Hancock 


This  may  not  be  new  to  everyone,  and  I 
can’t  take  credit  for  the  idea,  but  I  am  so 
impressed  with  my  plants  being  grown  with  this 
method  that  I  had  to  pass  it  on.  David  Rollins 
told  me  about  it  last  year  at  the  Dixie 
Convention.  When  I  later  asked  him  if  he 
“invented”  it,  he  said  the  idea  came  from 
someone  else  but  he  thought  of  the  black  felt. 

To  use  this  watering  method,  you  will  need 
light-weight  black  felt  that  can  be  purchased  at 
Wal-Mart  or  Jo-Ann  Fabrics,  egg  crate  lighting 
louver  plastic  sheets  that  can  be  purchased  at 
Home  Depot  or  Lowes,  and  large  Perma-Nest 
green  plant  trays  (11"  x  22"  x  2.5")  that  can  be 
purchased  from  Cape  Cod  Violetry.  You  need  to 
cut  the  eggcrate  to  fit  the  bottom  of  the  tray  or  a 
little  larger,  so  that  it  sits  on  the  little  lip  at  the 
top  of  each  tray. 

If  you  place  the  egg  crate  sheets  in  the 
bottom,  you  might  want  to  put  styrofoam 
blocks  or  something  similar  to  raise  them  up 
just  a  bit.  I  have  tried  both  ways,  and  I  prefer 
resting  them  on  the  lip,  especially  for  miniatures 
and  semiminiatures. 

Cut  the  felt  the  width  of  the  egg  crate, 
allowing  extra  length  so  that  the  felt  is  long 
enough  to  wrap  around  it  and  lay  underneath. 
Thus,  when  fertilizer  water  is  added  to  the  tray, 
the  excess  felt  flaps  in  the  tray  wick  it  up  onto 
the  top.  The  wicked  plants  are  then  placed  on 
top  of  the  damp  felt  that  both  waters  them  and 
provides  them  with  the  humidity  that  they  love. 

I  feel  it  is  probably  necessary  to  wick  the 


plants  grown  in  this  way.  I  use  4  ply  acrylic 
yarn  cut  about  4  or  5  inches  long  with  half  of  it 
placed  in  the  bottom  of  the  pot  and  half  outside 
the  pot.  When  I  pot  plants  in  3-1/2"  or  larger 
pots,  I  add  about  1-1/2”  extra  coarse  perlite 
(available  in  hydroponic  stores)  on  top  of  the 
wick  and  then  fill  in  with  potting  soil.  The 
perlite  provides  extra  drainage  and  air  spaces, 
and  violet  roots  seem  to  really  love  it.  Perhaps  it 
reminds  them  of  their  original  growing  places  in 
the  rock  crevices  of  Africa. 

So  far,  I  have  not  let  my  trays  go  completely 
dry,  but  David  tells  me  there  is  nothing  to  worry 
about  if  this  should  happen.  They  will  pick  up 
the  moisture  again  as  soon  as  they  are  watered. 
I  have  never  seen  plants  grow  as  fast  as  they  do 
with  this  method,  and  they  look  such  a 
“healthy”  green  color. 

Many  of  my  baby  plants  in  2"  pots  have 
buds  in  only  a  little  more  than  1-1/2  months. 
Large  plants  are  grown  only  one  per  tray. 
Standard  sized  plants  (12"- 15")  are  grown  two 
or  three  in  each  tray.  Plants  in  3-1/2"  or  4"  pots 
can  be  six  or  eight  in  each  tray  depending  on 
the  spread  of  their  foliage. 

Try  this  method  on  just  one  tray,  and  you 
will  become  a  “believer.”  I  think  it  is  the  easiest 
watering  method  that  I  have  ever  used,  and  it 
sure  beats  washing  water  wells.  It  doesn’t  beat 
chocolate,  but  close! 

From  The  Violet  Connection , 
Publication  of  the  Ohio  State  AYS 
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THANK  A  HYBRIDIZER 

By  Georgene  Albrecht 


The  idea  for  this  article  came  to  mind  while 
watching  Pat  Hancock’s  great  program  covering 
the  history  of  plants  and  hybridizers.  The 
amount  of  color  in  our  AVM  is  so  appreciated, 
and  the  plants  that  are  featured  just  get  better 
and  more  beautiful  every  year.  It  is  my  wish  to 
make  hybridizers  feel  their  efforts  are  appre¬ 
ciated.  They  are  a  wonderful  group  of  people 
that  help  bring  beauty  into  our  lives.  Thank 
you,  thank  you,  thank  you. 


Hortense  Pittman 


The  hybridizer  I  have  known  the  longest  is 
Hortense  Pittman,  who  has  recently  introduced 
glorious  little  ones.  Her  ‘Jolly’  series  is  just 
downright  precious.  Many  of  them  were  in  the 
Ohio  State  show.  Please  take  a  look  at  the 
Saintpaulia  ‘Jolly  Jubilee’  on  page  six  of  the  July, 
2010  issue  of  AVM.  The  photographers  at 
convention  were  lining  up  to  get  a  shot  of  this 
breath-taking  miniature  grown  by  Marie  Burns 
of  Maryland.  Marie  has  also  given  us  some 
great  hybrids  like  ‘Ocean  Eyes.’  Look  at  Marie’s 
plant  of  ‘Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei,’  a  hybrid  of  the 


late  Shirley  Sanders  of  Texas,  on  page  55  of 
July,  2010,  AVM. 


John  &  Doris  Brownlie 


Doris  and  John  Brownlie  of  Canada  have 
produced  hybrids  for  many  years  in  the  limited 
space  of  their  townhome.  But,  look  at  how 
many  gorgeous  hybrids*  they  have  produced. 
John,  who  selects  the  crosses,  says  his  favorite 
is  ‘ACA’s  Red  Ember’  pictured  on  page  64  of  the 
January,  ‘09  AVM;  my  favorite  is  ‘Aca’s 
Georgene’  as  shown  on  page  25  of  the  March, 
‘09,  AVM.  Yummy!  Give  us  more,  please. 

Paul  Sorano  hybridizes  for  Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses  in  New  York.  He  is  famous  for 
exceptional  fantasy  blooms,  but  he  introduces  a 
wide  variety  of  hybrids  and  chimeras.  ‘Irish  Flirt’ 
is  absolutely  a  “must  have”  for  eveiy  collection, 
see  this  on  page  37  of  the  January  issue,  2010. 
‘Plumberry  Glow’  is  a  semimini  that  is  widely 
exhibited.  Look  on  page  33  of  the  January  2010 
AVM  for  a  lovely  photo.  See  ‘Victorian  Parasol’  in 
the  September,  2010  on  page  11,  and  ‘Sizzlin’ 
Romance’  on  page  40  of  the  January,  ‘09.  The 
AVM  cover  of  January  ‘09  featured  his  ‘Playful 
Spectrum.’  Keep  those  beauties  coming,  Paul! 
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Paul  Sorano 


Ralph  Robinson,  also  of  New  York,  has  the 
Violet  Barn  where  he  has  been  growing  the  little 
ones  for  many  years  and  is  famous  for  his 
variegated  mini  and  semimini  hybrids  with  wild 
and  whimsical  names.  ‘Rob’s  Lucky  Number’  is 
on  the  cover  of  the  September,  2010  AVM.  Look 
at  ‘Rob’s  Plaid  Skirt,’  a  semimini  on  page  10  of 
the  July,  2010  AVM  and  ‘Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie’  is 
pictured  on  page  41  of  September,  2010  issue. 
Rob  has  also  hybridized  Streptocarpus  and 


Olive  &  Ralph  Robinson 


Kholeria.  His  wife,  Olive  Ma  Robinson,  hybridizes 
mostly  standard  Saintpaulias .  Her  prefix  is  ‘Ma’s’ 
on  plant  names.  See  her  striking  ‘Ma’s  Cosmic 
Wonder’  on  page  9  in  the  July,  ‘09  issue  and 
‘Ma’s  Watermelon’  on  page  29  of  the  January,  ‘09 
issue. 


Pat  Hancock 


Pat  Hancock  of  Ohio  hybridizes  the  fabulous 
Buckeye  series  with  great  bloom  on  white  and 
pink  variegated  foliage,  and  the  Bluegrass  series 
that  have  green  foliage.  All  are  standard  sized 
growers.  See  her  great  ‘Buckeye  Sentimental 
Reasons’  in  the  September,  2010  AVM  on  page 
21.  ‘Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler’  constantly 
wins  shows.  Her  growing  space  is 
breath-taking.  In  my  growing  conditions,  her 
variegation  patterns  are  very  sturdy  and  even. 
Their  bloom  count  is  great,  too.  Great  job,  Pat! 

Here  are  some  more  of  the  people  who  have 
given  us  great  hybrids:  George  McDonald,  J. 
Swift,  David  Rollins,  the  Eyerdoms,  Margaret 
Taylor,  E.  Fischer,  N.  Levine,  the  Storks,  D. 
Ness,  Richard  Nicholas,  I.  Fredette,  Ruth  Bann, 
B.  Curcurato,  Y.  Lambert,  T.  Hulleman,  David 
Senk,  P.  Harris,  B.  Elkin,  D.  Burdich,  J. 
Stromborg,  D.  Croteau,  Holtkamp,  Frank  Tinari, 
M.  Hall,  N.  Blansit,  R.  Kurzynski,  Winston 
Smith,  E.  Korshunova,  B.  Foster,  the  Munks,  S. 
Ko,  D.  Thompson,  and  many,  many  more. 
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2011  AVSA  Convention  Awards 

Philadelphia,  PA 


Specified  Awards  -  Amateur  Division 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $300, 

rosette  &  coin  -  Holtkamp  Greenhouses 
2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $200  &  rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $100  &  rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 
Best  Robinson  Collection  - 
$  1 50  -  The  Violet  Barn 
2nd  Best  Robinson  Collection  - 
$50  -  The  Violet  Barn 
Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Hybrid 
Collection  -  $300  -  Vladimir  Kalgin 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian 

Hybrid  Collection  -  $200  -  Vladimir  Kalgin 
3rd  Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian 

Hybrid  Collection  -  $  1 00  -  Vladimir  Kalgin 
Best  Buckeye  Collection  -  $200  - 
Pat’s  Patch  -  Pat  Hancock 
2nd  Best  Buckeye  Collection  -  $100  - 
Pat’s  Patch  -  Pat  Hancock 
Best  Lyndon  Lyon  Collection  -  $200  - 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses  -  Paul  Sorano 
2nd  Best  Lyndon  Lyon  Collection  -  $100  - 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses  -  Paul  Sorano 
Best  African  Violet  in  Show  -  $25  &  Silver 
Memorial  for  Elmer  &  Fannie  Hall  - 
Ovella  Hall  (AR) 

Best  Species  Violet  in  Show  -  $50  -  The  Violet 
Gallery  (PA) 

Best  Trailer  in  Show  -  $50  -  The  Violet  Gallery 
(PA) 

Best  Variegated  African  Violet  in  Show  -  $25  - 
David  &  Wendy  Tooker  (NJ) 

Specific  Variety  Awards  -  Amateur 
Horticulture 

Best  “ACA’s  Red  Ember”  -  $25  -  Doris  &  John 
Brownlie  (Canada) 

Best  “Concord”  -  $100  -  Kazuo  Horikoshi  (Japan) 
Best  “Emilie  Savage”  -  $25  -  Jim  &  Linda 
Owens  (OH) 

Best  “Everdina”  -  $75  -  Hans  Inpijn  (CA) 


Best  “Lilian  Jarrett  Variegated”  (#2902)  - 
$  1 00  -  in  memory  of  Frank  Tinari  -  Anne 
Tinari  (PA) 

Best  “Lonestar  Helen  Mahr”  -  $50  -  Richard  & 
Anne  Nicholas  (TX) 

Best  “Mary  D”  (Maas)  -  $25  -  Janet  Riemer  (NJ) 
Best  “Nancy  Hayes”  (trailer)  -  $25  - 
Nancy  Hayes  (CT) 

Best  “Rodeo  Country”  -  $75  -  Spring  Branch 
African  Violet  Club  (TX) 

Best  “The  Alps”  -  $100  -  Kazuo  Horikoshi 
(Japan) 

Best  “Ozark”  Sinningia  -  $35  -  David  Harris 
(MO) 

Best  “Thad’s”  Episcia  -  $25  -  Thad  Scaggs  (FL) 

Specified  Awards  -  Commercial  Division 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $300  &  Rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $200  &  rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  $  1 00  &  rosette  - 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

Other  Awards  -  Undesignated  -  Design 

$20  -  Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council  (MO) 

$25  -  Janet  Riemer  (NJ) 

$25  -  John  &  Judith  Carter  (OK) 

$25  -  First  African  Violet  Society  of  Spartanburg 
(SC) 

Other  Awards  -  Undesignated  -  Horticulture 

$10-  Pam  Orris  (DE)  in  memory  of  Helen  Spisak 
$10-  Barbara  Jones  (PA)  in  memory  of 
Bettie  Roth 

$10  -  Peggy  Mooney  (PA)  in  memory  of 
Bettie  Roth 

$20  -  Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council  (MO) 

$25  -  First  African  Violet  Society  of  Spartanburg 
(SC) 

$25  -  Ruth  &  Will  Loomis  (AZ) 

$25  -  Lori  Hilfer  (OH) 

$50  -  Penny  Smith-Kerker  (TX) 
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$100  -  Hans  Inpijn  (CA) 

$100  -  Terry  &  Rick  Klemesrud  (MN) 

Other  Awards  -  Undesignated 

$10-  African  Violet  Club  of  Greater  Kansas  City 
(MO) 

$10-  Susan  Storey  (TX) 

$10-  Meredith  Hall  (TX) 

$10  -  Susan  Hapner  (MO) 

$10-  First  AVS  of  Wichita  Falls  (TX) 

$20  -  Triangle  African  Violet  Society  (NC) 

$20  -  Thousand  Oaks  African  Violet  Society  (CA) 
$20  -  Sue  &  Charles  Ramser  (TX) 

$25  -  Magic  Knight  African  Violet  Society  (TX) 
$25  -  First  Nighters  African  Violet  Society  (TX) 
$25  -  Memphis  African  Violet  Society  (TN) 

$25  -  Doris  &  John  Brownlie  (Canada) 

$25  -  Albuquerque  African  Violet  Club  (NM) 

$25  -  Ohio  State  African  Violet  Society  (OH) 

$25  -  Ron  &  Jan  Davidson  (TX) 

$25  -  Sue  Hoffmann  (VA) 

$25  -  First  Lakeland  African  Violet  Society  (FL) 
$25  -  Central  Texas  Judges’  Council  (TX) 

$25  -  Diane  Miller  (CA) 

$25  -  First  Austin  African  Violet  Society  (TX) 

$25  -  First  African  Violet  Society  of  Denton  (TX) 
$25  -  South  Coast  African  Violet  Society  (CA) 

$25  -  San  Mateo  County  African  Violet  Society 
(CA) 

$25  -  Omaha  African  Violet  &  Gesneriad  Society 
(NE) 

$25  -  Tri-Counties  African  Violet  Society  (CA) 

$25  -  Leonard  Re  (CA) 

$30  -  Bluebird  Greenhouse  (NC) 

$30  -  Parmatown  African  Violet  Club  (OH) 

$30  -  Dolores  Gibbs  (TX) 

$30  -  Janet  Castiglione  (TX) 

$50  -  Richard  &  Anne  Nicholas  (TX) 

$50  -  Marjorie  Bullard  (TX) 

$50  -  Edna  &  Al  Rourke  (CT) 

$50  -  Kathy  Lahti  (MN) 

$50  -  Patricia  Bell  (Canada) 


$50  -  Linda  &  Albert  Hall  (MO) 

$50  -  Randy  Deutsch  (SD) 

$50  -  African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota  (MN) 
$50  -  Tampa  African  Violet  Society  (FL) 

$50  -  African  Violet  Society  of  Greater  Tulsa  (OK) 
$50  -  African  Violet  Club  of  Morris  County  (NJ) 
$50  -  African  Violet  Council  of  Florida  (FL) 

$50  -  No.  California  Council  of  AV  Societies  (CA) 
$50  -  Delta  Gesneriad  &  AV  Society  (PA) 

$50  -  Bloomin’  Violets  &  Gesneriads  of  Palm 

Beach  (FL) 

$75  -  Bill  Foster  (TX) 

$100-  Tucson  African  Violet  Society  (AZ) 

$100-  Winston  &  Laurel  Goretsky  (Canada) 
$100-  Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council  (TX) 
$100-  TTistate  African  Violet  Council  (NJ) 

$200  -  Stampede  City  African  Violet  Society 

(Canada) 

Thanks  to  the  many  individuals,  clubs,  and 
councils  who  have  offered  their  generous  award 
support  for  the  2011  show  in  Philadelphia!  It  is 
your  generosity  that  makes  our  show  so  special. 

If  your  name  is  not  on  this  list,  there  is  still 
time  to  be  included  in  the  souvenir  convention 
book.  Send  your  check  or  money  order  payable 
in  U.S.  funds  and  made  out  to  ‘AVS A  Awards’  to: 

Judith  Carter,  AVS  A  Awards  Chair 
1825  W.  Lincoln  St. 

Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you!  Final 
deadline  to  be  listed  in  the  Philadelphia  Show 
Souvenir  Book  is  March  15,  201 1. 

Space  requirements  limited  our  list  in  this 
issue,  so  please  view  a  current  Awards  listing, 
including  the  Society  awards,  on  the  AVSA 
website  at  www.avsa.org  under  National 
Convention.  Although  every  attempt  has  been 
made  to  list  awards  correctly,  we  reserve  the  right 
to  modify  or  change  these  listings. 
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Your  Presence^  Requested 
AVSA  Installation/  Banauet 
Featured  Quest 
His  Excellency, 
President  Qeorgb  Washington/ 
Colonial  Dress  Optional 
Reservations  must  be^  modes  as  part  of  your 


j/>.4 


2011  Convention  Reservation 
Saturday  Evening,  May  2 1, 2011 


Riverside -  Pavilion 
Croum&  Plasco/ 
Philadelphiaz/Cherry 
Hill 


201 1  AVSA 

Convention  Information 


All  of  the  information  about  the  2011  AVSA  Convention  in 
Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill,  is  now  available  on  the  AVSA  Website. 
www.avsa.org 

If  you  do  not  have  Internet  access,  please  ask  a  member  of  your  club  to 
print  the  convention  pages  out  for  you,  or  contact  the  AVSA  Office.  The 
Convention  Pages  will  be  sent  to  you  by  mail,  free  of  charge.  (409)  839- 
4725  or  avsa@earthlink.net>. 
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Directors  Nominees 


For  President  -  Linda  Hall 

Linda  Hall  of  Ravenwood, 
Missouri,  has  been  a  member 
of  AVSA  since  1985.  She  is  a 
life  Member,  Senior  AVSA 
judge,  Master  TGS  judge,  and 
has  served  as  AVSA  Second 
Vice  President,  Third  Vice 
President,  Director,  and  Chairman  of  the  Awards 
and  Nominating  Committees,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  Membership  and  Promotions  Committee.  She 
is  currently  First  Vice  President,  Chairman  of  the 
Salary  and  Survey  Committees,  and  a  member  of 
the  Society  Awards  Committee. 

Linda  is  a  member  of  the  AVS  of  Greater 
Kansas  City/Unpredictables  AVS,  Missouri  Valley 
AVC,  and  Heart  of  America  Gesneriad  Society, 
having  served  in  many  offices  in  each  organi¬ 
zation.  Linda  has  directed  the  African  violet  show 
for  the  Missouri  State  Fair  since  1990. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  Hartford  Airline 
Personnel  School,  Kansas  City  Business  College, 
and  has  attended  Philadelphia  Community 
College,  University  of  Tennessee-Knoxville, 
University  of  Missouri-Kansas  City,  and 
Longview  Community  College.  She  is  employed 
by  Ozark  National  Life  Insurance  Company  as 
their  controller. 

Linda  has  four  children  and  1 2  grandchildren. 
In  August  of  2009  Linda  married  Albert  Hall  and 
moved  from  the  city  to  the  country.  She  will  be 
retiring  in  July  of  2011,  which  will  allow  her 
more  time  to  attend  to  AVSA  business. 

Her  hobbies  include  spoiling  the  grand¬ 
children,  traveling,  collecting  vintage  costume 
broaches,  and  crocheting  intricate  lace.  For  over 
fifty  years,  Linda  has  grown  African  violets, 
other  gesneriads,  orchids,  and  cacti.  She  enjoys 
obtaining  and  growing  rare  and  unusual  African 
violets  and  gesneriads.  She  frequently  lectures  on 
the  “other”  gesneriads,  design,  and  African  violet 
species. 


For  First  Vice  President  - 
John  Carter 

John  and  Judy  Carter  have 
been  married  for  thirty-six 
years.  He  became  Judy’s 
helper  in  the  early  80’s  after 
she  joined  the  AVS  of  Greater 
Tulsa,  assisting  with  shows 
and  programs  for  over  twenty  years  before  he 
“officially”  joined.  He  has  served  as  President 
and  Treasurer  and  will  be  Show  Chair  in  2011. 
John  is  also  a  Senior  Judge.  He  was  Editor  of  the 
Missouri  Valley  AVC  Newsletter  for  nine  years. 

In  1997  John  was  asked  to  review  AVSA’s  com¬ 
puting  needs  for  Y2  compliancy,  purchasing  the  new 
computers  system  and  software  required.  He  still 
serves  as  chairman  of  the  Technology  Committee. 

John  began  helping  with  national  conventions 
at  the  1999  Houston  convention.  After  moving  to 
Oklahoma,  he  joined  Missouri  Valley  AVC  and 
assisted  with  the  2000  convention  in  Omaha, 
helping  in  some  capacity  at  every  convention 
since.  An  AVSA  Director  twice,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Awards,  Shows  &  Judges,  Policies 
&  Procedures,  and  Internet  committees.  In  1999 
and  2009  he  received  a  one  year  Honorary 
Membership  Award,  and  in  2006  he  received  the 
Continuing  Service  Award.  John  has  served  the 
past  two  years  as  Second  Vice  President.  He  was 
also  the  chairman  of  the  2008  Tlilsa  Convention. 

John  graduated  from  Colorado  State 
University  with  a  degree  in  business.  He  worked 
for  Amoco  Corporation  and  various  subsidiaries 
as  a  computer  systems  analyst  for  over  thirty- 
three  years  in  Tulsa  and  Houston. 

John’s  other  interests  are  in  woodworking  and 
growing  roses.  You  may  have  seen  some  of  his 
hand-made  pens  at  the  auctions  the  past  several 
years.  John  is  a  Consulting  Rosarian  and  has  held 
various  offices  in  the  Tulsa  Rose  Society  and  is 
currently  the  webmaster  and  editor  of  their 
newsletter. 
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For  Second  Vice  President  - 
Winston  J.  Goretsky 

Winston  J.  Goretsky  is  a 
native  of  Calgary,  Alberta, 
Canada.  He  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  AVSA  since  1982,  and 
is  a  Life  Member,  Judge’s 
Teacher,  and  Master  Judge.  He 
has  served  on  the  AVSA  Shows  &  Judges 
Committee,  Publications  Committee,  and  is  cur¬ 
rently  serving  AVSA  as  3rd  Vice  President. 

He  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  AVS  of  Canada, 
serving  as  Director,  President,  and  currently  as 
Treasurer.  He  is  also  a  Life  Member  of  the 
Gesneriad  Society  and  recently  became  a  Student 
Gesneriad  Judge. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Stampede  City  AVS, 
conducting  workshops  and  giving  presentations 
on  a  variety  of  topics.  He  publishes  his  local 
club’s  Newsletter,  serves  as  the  Membership  & 
Publicity  Chairman,  and  is  involved  with  many  of 
the  Show  Committees.  He  was  Convention 
Chairman  for  the  AVS  of  Canada’s  National 
Convention  &  Show,  when  hosted  by  his  local 
club. 

Winston  has  been  photographing  Affiliate  and 
Convention  AV  Shows  in  both  Canada  and  the 
USA  for  many  years.  He  is  the  official  AVSA 
Show  Photographer  for  the  African  Violet 
Magazine,  and  his  photographs  appear  in 
“Chatter,”  AVS  of  Canada’s  publication, 
horticultural  magazines,  calendars,  and  the 
Gesneriad  Society  Journal. 

His  love  for  African  violets  began  as  a  youth, 
and  was  encouraged  by  his  grandmother.  He  has 
been  growing  African  violets  and  Gesneriads 
since  1974,  encouraging  others  by  sharing  his 
knowledge  and  enthusiasm. 

Winston  has  been  a  computer  professional  for 
over  twenty-five  years  and  is  a  Systems 
Specialist  with  Canadian  Natural  Resources  Ltd. 
He  and  Laurel  have  two  children;  Emily  (11)  and 
Carter  (9).  The  entire  family  shares  an 
enthusiasm  for  plant  life. 


For  Third  Vice  President  - 
Dr.  Richard  Nicholas 

I  am  honored  to  be 
nominated  as  a  Vice  President 
of  AVSA.  AVSA  has  been  a 
source  of  fun,  friends,  and 
support  for  my  hobby  for 
many  years.  It  will  be  a 
pleasure  to  give  back.  After  our  first  violet  arrived 
in  1971,  I  began  growing  seriously  ten  years 
later.  My  wife,  Anne,  joined  me  as  a  grower 
shortly  thereafter.  We  have  been  growing 
together  for  over  twenty  years.  Our  shelves  are 
loaded  with  small  ones,  standards,  trailers,  streps, 
and  the  “others.”  We  have  shown  at  local,  state, 
and  national  shows.  I  added  hybridizing  to  my 
addiction  recently,  releasing  five  standards  as  the 
beginning  of  the  Lonestar  series. 

We  belong  to  the  First  AVS  of  Denton,  TX  and 
have  both  served  as  officers  of  the  Lone  Star 
African  Violet  Council.  Working  with  AVSA  I  have 
served  on  the  Awards,  Research,  Scholarship, 
Library,  and  Tinari  Fund  Advancement 
committees  and  one  term  as  an  AVSA  director. 

In  my  “real”  life,  I  serve  as  Vice  President  for 
Student  Life  at  Texas  Woman’s  University  - 
supervising  over  200  employees  and  managing  a 
budget  of  15  million,  including  substantial 
fundraising.  If  elected,  1  look  forward  to  working 
on  behalf  of  the  future  of  AVSA. 


For  Secretary  -  Sue  Ramser 

Sue  Ramser  of  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  First  African  Violet 
Society  of  Wichita  Falls  for 
thirty-nine  years.  She  has 
served  as  show  chairman, 
Secretary,  Treasurer,  Vice 
President,  and  President  nine  times. 

As  member  of  the  Lone  Star  African  Violet 
Council,  Sue  has  served  as  newsletter  editor 
twice,  Parliamentarian,  Secretary,  Vice  President, 
and  President.  She  is  also  active  in  the  North 
Texas  African  Violet  Judges  Council,  having 
served  as  Corresponding  Secretary,  Secretary,  Vice 
President,  and  President  twice. 
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Sue  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  AVSA 
classification  committee,  aide  to  the  president  for 
the  1 988  AVSA  Convention  in  Dallas,  vice  chair¬ 
man  of  the  AVSA  Affiliate  Committee,  elected 
director,  AVSA  Sales  and  Promotion  Table 
Volunteer  Coordinator,  Secretary  of  the  Shows 
and  Judges  Committee,  Chairman  and  Vice 
Chairman  of  the  Policies  and  Procedures 
Committee,  Treasurer,  and  currently  serves  as 
Secretary.  Sue  is  an  AVSA  Honorary  Life 
Member,  AVSA  Life  Member,  Master  Judge,  and 
Teacher.  In  1993  she  compiled  “Teaching  Tools” 
and  is  currently  working  on  its  revision. 

Sue  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Texas,  Denton,  Texas,  with  a  Bachelor  of 
Business  Administration.  Her  husband,  Charles, 
is  a  Professor  of  Management  at  Midwestern 
State  University  in  Wichita  Falls.  They  have  four 
children  and  two  grandchildren:  Aiden  and 
Emily.  Sue’s  other  interests  include  sewing  and 
knitting. 

For  Treasurer  - 
Edna  Rourke 

Edna  Rourke  is  President  of 
the  Naugatonic  African  Violet 
Society,  Past  President  and 
current  Treasurer  of  the 
Nutmeg  State  AVS,  member  of 
the  Tri-State  Judges  Council, 
and  member  of  Mid-Atlantic  African  Violet 
Society.  She  served  the  AVSA  Board  of  Directors 
twice,  and  presently  is  serving  as  Treasurer  of 
AVSA.  Edna  has  been  the  Chairman  of  the  AVSA 
Annual  Luncheon  Auction  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Edna  currently  is  an  administrative  assistant 
for  the  Shelton,  Connecticut,  school  system.  She 
and  husband  Albert  are  enthusiastic  supporters  of 
AVSA  and  are  very  busy  at  the  AVSA  conven¬ 
tions.  They  have  two  grown  sons,  James  and 
Thomas,  and  are  blessed  to  have  a  wonderful 
daughter-in-law,  Laurel.  Edna  enjoys  promoting 
enjoy  promoting  African  violets  and  AVSA,  and 
looks  forward  to  continuing  her  service  to  AVSA. 


For  Director - 
Mary  Corondan 

The  growing  of  African 
violets  has  been  a  tradition  in 
my  family.  My  grandmother 
had  a  flower  cart  violet  stand 
in  her  sun  room.  My  mother 
eventually  began  growing 
them,  and  then  I  was  added  to  the  family  tree  of 
violet  lovers  in  1977. 

I  joined  the  Bluff  City  African  Violet  Society  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  I  held  several 
offices.  In  1992,  I  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Dixie 
African  Violet  Society  Convention.  When  I  moved 
to  Texas,  I  became  a  member  of  the  First  Nighter 
African  Violet  Society  of  Dallas,  as  well  as  the 
Lone  Star  African  Violet  Council.  I  have  held 
many  offices  with  the  First  Nighter  AVS  and  have 
served  as  Secretary  for  LSAVC.  I  am  a  Master 
Judge  with  AVSA.  From  1995  to  date,  I  have 
written  the  “And  the  winners  are. . . ”  column  for 
the  African  Vioiet  Magazine. 

My  husband,  Bill,  and  I  have  been  married  for 
13  years  and  reside  in  Fairview,  Texas.  We  have 
a  daughter,  a  son-in-law,  and  two  grandsons.  My 
plans  are  to  retire  from  22  years  of  teaching  at 
the  end  of  this  school  year. 

I  would  consider  it  a  privilege  to  serve  AVSA 
in  this  capacity. 

For  Director  - 
Laurel  Goretsky 

I  am  honored  to  be  nomi¬ 
nated  for  a  position  as  a 
Director.  I  am  currently  a  stay- 
at-home  Mom  with  a  teaching 
background.  I  live  in  Calgary, 
Alberta,  Canada,  with  my 
husband  Winston,  our  two  children,  Emily  and 
Carter,  and  numerous  African  violets!  My  interest 
in  violets  began  when  Winston  and  I  were 
married  thirteen  years  ago.  The  first  convention  I 
attended  was  in  1998  in  Sacramento,  CA,  and 
after  that  I  was  hooked.  I  am  very  involved  in 
our  local  club,  the  Stampede  City  AVS.  I  am  a 
past  president,  secretary,  and  now  the  program 
coordinator  for  our  monthly  meetings. 
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I  am  also  a  Life  Member  of  the  African  Violet 
Society  of  Canada,  and  I  do  the  mailing  of  the 
magazine  Chatter  to  over  400  members  around 
the  world.  I  have  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for 
twelve  years,  and  have  been  the  writer  for  the 
column  “Small  Talk”  in  the  African  Violet 
Magazine  for  the  past  five  years.  Although  I  have 
a  special  love  for  miniatures  and  semi  miniatures, 
1  grow  many  standards  and  other  gesneriads  as 
well.  I  am  Advanced  AVSA  judge  and  am 
planning  to  apply  to  be  a  Senior  Judge  soon.  I 
enjoy  meeting  with  fellow  African  violet  growers, 
and  1  enthusiastically  share  information  about 
local  and  affiliate  clubs  to  anyone  who  will  listen. 

For  Director  -  Mel  Grice 

I  am  honored  to  accept  the 
nomination  to  serve  as  an 
AVSA  Director.  I  have  been 
growing  African  violets  since  1 
was  ten-years-old  and  have 
been  a  member  of  AVSA  since 
the  1970’s.  I  have  both 
Bachelor’s  and  Master’s  degrees,  and  I  was  a 
Media  Specialist  (high  school  librarian)  for  31 
years,  retiring  in  2005.  I  have  traveled 
extensively  around  the  world  while  working  and 
now  am  traveling  around  the  USA  and  Canada, 
attending  African  violet  and  Gesneriad  shows. I 
am  a  member  of  the  AVS  of  Dayton,  OH, 
currently  serving  as  President.  I  am  currently  2nd 
Vice-President  of  the  Cincinnati  AVS.  1  am  active 
in  the  Ohio  State  AVS,  currently  the  editor  of  The 
Violet  Connection .  I  am  an  AVSA  judge,  member 
of  the  Ohio  State  Judges  Council,  member  of 
AVSC,  MAAVS,  and  serve  as  a  Director  at  large 
for  the  Dixie  AVS. 

I  am  also  a  member  of  the  Long  Island  (NY) 
Gesneriad  Society  and  editor  of  their  newsletter  - 
Gesneriad  News ,  a  member  of  The  Gesneriad 
Society,  the  Gesneriad  Society  Committee  on 
Shows  and  Judging,  and  hold  the  position  of 
Subscriptions/Production  &  Distribution  for 
Appraisal  -  the  newsletter  of  the  Judges  Interest 
Group.  I  also  edit  Gleanings  -  a  new  e-zine 
available  free  to  anyone  through  the  Gesneriad 
Society  website. 


I  have  way  too  many  gesneriads  and  love 
sharing  them  with  others.  Recently,  I  have  been 
authoring  articles  about  some  favorite  plants  and 
how  to  grow  them,  and  am  co-author  of  the  “A 
Family  Portrait”  column  in  the  AVM. 

I  never  dreamed  in  2005  that  I  would  be 
having  so  much  fun  in  retirement!  If  elected,  I 
will  work  to  interest  others  in  joining  AVSA  and 
growing  this  fascinating  family  of  plants. 

For  Director - 
Susan  Hapner 

Susan  Hapner  is  a  native  of 
St.  Louis  and  has  been  a 
member  of  AVSA  and 
Metropolitan  St.  Louis  A VC  for 
thirty-seven  years.  She  also 
belongs  to  the  St.  Louis 
Amethyst  club  and  has  held  positions  as  presi¬ 
dent  and  vice  president  in  both  organizations. 
During  the  last  thirteen  years,  she  has  served  as 
judges’  chairperson  for  her  St.  Louis  shows.  In 
the  70’s  and  80’s  Susan  helped  Ronn  Nadeau 
hybridize  his  beautiful  varieties. 

Susan  passed  her  first  judge’s  exam  in  1982, 
and  in  2007  she  proudly  became  a  Master  judge; 
she  is  also  an  AVSA  Life  Member.  Five  years  ago, 
just  before  hurricane  Rita  hit  our  Beaumont 
office,  Susan  assumed  the  position  of  AVSA 
Building/Maintenance  Fund  chairperson.  Our 
members  really  showed  their  loyalty  and 
commitment  to  AVSA  by  donating  $46,000.00. 
At  the  Tulsa  convention,  she  served  as  placement 
chairman. 

Besides  her  violet  involvement,  Susan  is  very 
involved  with  her  family.  In  the  past  five  years, 
she  and  her  husband  have  become  grandparents 
three  times.  Susan  also  enjoys  volunteering  and 
helping  others. 

She  is  appreciative  of  being  nominated,  and 
looks  forward  to  becoming  a  director. 
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For  Director  -  Brenda  Petry 

I  live  in  rural  Adams 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  a 
small  farm.  Mahlen,  my  hus¬ 
band  and  I  grow  over  15,000 
violets  each  year.  We  have 
two  daughters  and  five 
grandchildren. 

I  became  interested  in  violets  in  the  late  ‘80s. 
My  husband  and  I  launched  Violet  Gallery  in  the 
early  90’s  with  sales  at  shows,  followed  by  a  web 
site,  catalog,  and  mail  order  business,  as  com¬ 
mercial  members  of  AVSA. 

We  are  also  members  of  MAAVS,  Ohio  State, 
New  York  State,  and  Dixie  AVS.  I  also  share  my 
love  of  violets  with  members  of  Pennsylvania 
Garden  Clubs  by  giving  talks  on  varieties,  grow¬ 
ing  techniques,  and  care. 

When  the  MAAVS  club  decided  to  host  the 


2010  National  Convention  in  Raleigh,  I  was 
asked  to  serve  as  the  Show  Chairperson. 
Although  this  was  the  first  time  I  was  involved  in 
planning  and  organizing  a  show,  I  had  great  sup¬ 
port  from  committee  chairmen  and  the  AVSA 
team. 

Having  worked  in  the  field  of  education  as  an 
elementary  teacher,  I  enjoyed  the  change  of  pace, 
of  experimenting  with  leaf  cuttings  and  the 
growing  and  selling  of  violets.  Upon  retiring, 
Mahlen  and  I  expanded  our  business  with  more 
shows  and  began  selling  at  the  National 
Conventions.  We  love  traveling  and  meeting 
other  violet  growers  and  friends. 

I  think  AVSA  is  a  great  support  group  to  violet 
growers  and  would  be  honored  to  serve  as  a 
director.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  help  promote  the 
love  of  violets  and  encourage  others  to  join  in  our 
wonderful  hobby. 


Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 
645  Hudson  Avenue  •  l&mpa,  FL  33606-3926 
Email:  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


A  new  club  is  forming  in  the  Springfield,  Missouri 
area.  If  you  are  interested  in  joining,  please 

contact: 


David  Harris 

plantman@ipa.net 

417.887.8904 
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Double 

Black 

Cherry 

Exhibited  by:  Lynn  Allen 
Hybridized  by-.  Omaha 
AVC/Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Natural 

Container 

Garden 

Exhibited  by: 

Danny  Tidwell 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Lyon ’s  Red  Rocket 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by: 

Paul  Sorano/LLyon  Greenhouses 

Standard 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  In  tirias 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  In  Taurus 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  In  Gemini 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  In  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  In  -Leo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  In  'Yircp 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  In  Libra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  In  Scorpio 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  In  Sagittarius 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  In  Capricorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  In  Aquarius 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  In  'Pis ces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


^January  Moon  Tab)© 

Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Sat 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

2  Sun 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

3  Mon  2:39  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

4  Tue 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

New  4:03  am 

5  Wed  1 1:08  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

6  Thu 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

7  Fri  9:57  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

8  Sat 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

9  Sun 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

10  Mon  10:24  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

11  Tue 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

12  Wed  10:37  pm 

Taums 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd  6:31  am 

13  Thu 

Tdurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

14  Fri 

Tdurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

15  Sat  8:23  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

16  Sun 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

17  Mon  2:29  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

18  Tue 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

19  Wed  5:16  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  4:21  pm 

20  Thu 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

21  Fri  6:10  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

22  Sat 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

23  Sun  6:59  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

24  Mon 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

25  Tue  9:15  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

26  Wed 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th  7:57  am 

27  Thu 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

28  Fri  1:55  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

29  Sat 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

30  Sun  9:04  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

31  Mon 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 
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February  Moon  Tab)© 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Tue  6:21  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4  th 

2  Wed 

Aquarius 

Ait- 

Barren 

New  9:31  pm 

3  Thu 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

4  Fri  5:24  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

5  Sat 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

6  Sun  5:45  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

7  Mon 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

8  Tue 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

9  Wed  6:22  am 

Ihurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

10  Thu 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

1 1  Fri  5:20  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd  2:18  am 

12  Sat 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

1 3  Sun 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

14  Mon  12:48  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

15  Tue 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

16  Wed  4:14  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

1 7  Thu 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

18  Fri  4:39  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

Full  3:36  am 

19  Sat 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

20  Sun  4:01  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

21  Mon 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

22  Tue  4:29  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

23  Wed 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

24  Thu  7:46  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th  6:26  pm 

25  Fri 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

26  Sat  2:32  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

27  Sun 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

28  Mon 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

Let  the  Games  Begin! 
Join  Us  for  the 
Annual  Affiliate  Meeting 

Friday,  May  20  at  8:30am 

(Immediately  following  the  Affiliates  Breakfast  at  7:45am) 


Would  you  like  to  add  some  fun  to  your 
programs?  Are  your  meetings  functional  but 
boring?  Are  your  members  becoming  tired  of 
the  same  old  programs?  Let  us  make  a  change 
and  add  more  fun  to  functional.  If  you  would 
like  to  experience  some  ideas  for  programs  that 
encourage  your  newer  members  and  keep  your 
older  members  stimulated,  you  will  want  to 
attend  the  annual  Affiliate  meeting.  This  year 
the  affiliate  meeting  will  feature  games  every¬ 
one  will  enjoy.  We  will  have  prizes  too. 

The  Affiliate  meeting  will  again  be  combined 


with  the  Affiliates  Breakfast.  Whether  you 
register  for  the  breakfast  or  not,  everyone  is 
welcome.  We  want  your  questions  and  we  need 
your  answers.  Please  join  us. 

One  of  the  suggestions  received  last  year  was 
“for  everyone  to  bring  in  a  vintage  leaf  to  share 
with  Barbara  Elkin,  our  Vintage  Violet 
Chairman.”  I  mentioned  this  to  Barbara  and  she 
would  rather  the  Affiliates  bring  lists  of  the 
vintage  plants  being  grown  by  each  club.  Please 
consider  asking  your  members  for  their  lists  and 
bringing  them  to  the  Affiliate  meeting. 
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Size  Really  Matters 

By  Bob  Green 


Smaller  arrangements  have  become 
increasingly  popular  in  our  shows.  I  am  talking 
about  miniature,  small,  and  those  over  eight 
inches.  AVSA  gives  a  scale  of  points  for  inter¬ 
pretive  arrangements  and  a  definition  for  small 
arrangements  (those  not  exceeding  8"  in  any 
dimension) . 

At  the  AVSA  Raleigh  Convention/Show  this 
year,  there  were  no  interpretive  flower  and  plant 
arrangements  (sixty-six  in  all)  over  18  or  19"  in 
height.  There  were  three  classes  with  square 
niches  12"xl2"xl2";  four  classes  with  niches 
1 6"xl 6"xl 2";  two  classes  with  square  niches 
8"x8"x8";  one  class  with  square  niches  6"x6"x6"; 
one  class  staged  freestanding  in  front  of  an  8" 
circle;  and  one  class  with  niches  20"xl6"xl6". 
Most  of  those  sixty-six  designs  were  staged  at 
eye  level,  against  one  wall  of  the  showroom.  I 
personally  would  like  to  see  AVSA  provide 
definitions  for  not  only  small  arrangements,  but 
also  for  miniature  and  those  over  eight  inches. 
“Miniature”  would  be  for  arrangements  not  over 
5"  in  any  dimension,  and  those  over  eight  inches 
would  be  for  arrangements  9  to  20"  in  any 
dimension.  Arrangements  over  20"  in  any 
dimension  might  be  arbitrarily  called  “large.” 
Also,  I  feel  that  rather  than  saying  “not  over  so 
many  inches  in  any  dimension,”  we  should  be 
able  to  say,  “not  over  so  many  inches  in  height.” 

Creating  a  smaller  arrangement  does  not 
merely  mean  that  you  put  some  smaller  African 
violet  blossoms  or  plants  in  a  smaller  container 
and  back  the  blossoms  or  plant  with  line 
material.  You  must  insure  that  the  blossoms  or 
blooming  plant  and  other  materials  used  are  all 
smaller  in  their  own  spheres  and  that  your  entire 
arrangement  is  really  a  design  on  a  smaller  scale. 

A  smaller  arrangement  is  composed  of 
smaller-sized  plant  material  (naturally  smaller  or 
cut  down  and  manipulated  by  the  designer)  in 
good  proportion  to  the  allotted  space  of  a  niche  or 
the  dictates  of  a  show  schedule  when  staged 
free-standing  on  a  pedestal  or  some  other  device. 


Scale  is  of  paramount  importance  in  choosing 
materials  for  smaller  arrangements.  The  size  of 
any  container  used  should  determine  the  height 
and  width  of  the  arrangement,  as  well  as  that  of 
blossoms  and  other  materials  (plant  or 
man-made).  As  a  general  rule,  an  arrangement 
should  be  about  twice  as  tall  or  wide  as  the 
container,  with  the  largest  blossom  not  more  than 
about  one-third  the  size  of  the  container. 

When  looking  for  plant  materials  for  a  smaller 
arrangement,  you  will  see  buds,  pods,  vine 
tendrils,  weeds,  and  terminal  shoots  of  shrubs  and 
tree  branches  in  a  new  light.  Have  your  container 
at  hand  when  looking,  to  compare  sizes.  Plant 
materials  that  by  themselves  look  small,  may  be 
too  large  for  your  container.  Only  small  amounts 
of  plant  materials  or  man-made  materials  are 
needed  for  smaller  arrangements.  Crowding 
destroys  distinction,  and  excess  obscures  detail. 

Like  all  interpretive  arrangements,  a  smaller 
arrangement  needs  some  mechanic  to  hold  plant 
or  man-made  materials  in  place.  I  use  the  tiniest 
pin  holder,  or  if  the  pin  holder  won’t  fit  down  into 
the  container,  I  use  a  tiny  piece  of  Oasis  or  floral 
clay  and  stuff  it  down  into  the  container.  I  also 
use  hot  glue  and  liquid  Oasis  floral  adhesive. 

Small  vases,  tops  of  cosmetic  bottles,  small 
shells,  and  acorn  caps  are  examples  of  useful 
containers.  You  can  also  make  small  containers 
from  Sculper,  modeling  clay,  or  dough.  These 
containers  may  be  painted  with  acrylic  paint  to 
suit  your  color  scheme. 

In  making  the  smaller  arrangements,  several 
tools  help  greatly.  Small  scissors  are  a  must  for 
intricate  trimming.  Long  nose  tweezers  are  much 
better  than  one’s  fingers  for  inserting  small 
stems,  twigs,  vine  tendrils,  etc.,  into  tiny  open¬ 
ings  in  containers  and  for  placing  small  blossoms 
in  the  arrangements.  An  empty  eye  drop  bottle 
filled  with  water  and  a  drop  of  Superthrive  is 
handy  for  adding  water  to  the  container  to  main¬ 
tain  the  freshness  of  your  blossoms  and  live 
plant  material. 
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Smaller  arrangements  look  better  if  they  are 
placed  on  bases.  The  bases  must  be  in  proportion 
to  the  arrangements,  and  will  give  them  visual 
and  actual  stability.  Suitable  bases  would  be 
small  mirrors,  large  flat  buttons,  sample  Formica 
and  paint  chips,  wood,  cork,  slate,  etc.  Whatever 
is  used  for  a  base  must  be  in  proportion  to  the 
arrangement;  the  arrangement  should  be  secured 
to  the  base  in  some  way  so  the  arrangement 
doesn’t  shift  or  fall  over. 

Accessories  may  be  incorporated  into  smaller 
arrangements  very  well,  but  they  must  be  small 
(tiny,  even)  and  be  in  proportion  and  scale  to  the 
total  arrangement.  In  many  cases,  accessories  are 
necessary  in  order  to  interpret  a  specific  class 
title.  When  incorporating  accessories,  however, 
one  must  guard  against  depicting  a  small  scene 
rather  than  creating  a  smaller  arrangement. 

Smaller  arrangements  may  also  be  made 
without  using  a  container.  You  may  use  just  a 
small  pin  holder  to  hold  the  line  material  and 
then  secure  your  blooming  small  plant  by 
impaling  the  rootball  into  the  pin  holder  with  a 
wooden  floral  pick,  or  securing  your  blossoms 


and  any  other  materials  (plant  or  man-made)  to 
the  line  material  with  hot  glue  or  liquid  Oasis 
floral  adhesive.  Of  course,  you  should  camou¬ 
flage  the  pin  holder  in  some  way  so  that  it 
cannot  be  seen. 

Because  smaller  arrangements  require  far  less 
materials  than  larger  arrangements  (those  over 
20"  in  any  dimension),  don’t  think  that  they  are 
easier  to  do  than  the  larger  ones.  In  actuality,  the 
smaller  the  arrangement,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to 
create.  Smaller  arrangements  leave  very  little 
room  for  artistic  embellishment,  take  more  time, 
extreme  patience,  and  a  steadier  hand.  In  larger 
arrangements,  you  might  get  by  with  inexact 
proportion  and  scale;  not  so  in  smaller 
arrangements,  since  any  such  discrepancy  will  be 
greatly  apparent.  It  is  best  to  become  adept  at 
creating  the  larger  arrangements  before  undertak¬ 
ing  the  making  of  smaller  arrangements.  It  took 
me  several  years  of  doing  the  larger 
arrangements  before  I  felt  comfortable  doing  the 
smaller  ones. 

From  The  Dixie  News 


February  11  &  12  -  FLORIDA 

Upper  Pinellas  AVS 

Annual  Judged  Show  and  Sale 

First  Lutheran  Church 

1644  Nursery  Rd.,  Clearwater,  FL 

Feb  1 1  noon  to  4pm 

Feb  12  10am  to  4pm 

Email:  maranmhl3@gmail.com 

February  12  -  OREGON 

Portlandia  Violet  Club  Display/Sale 
Other  plants  included 
Portland  Nursery 
9000  S.  E.  Division  St 
Portland,  OR 

Info:  Blanche  Bunker  503-761-7861 

February  19  -  ARIZONA 

Desert  Sun  AV&  Gesneriad  Society 
Annual  Show  &  Sale 
February  19,  201 1 
Hours:  1  lam  -  4pm 


Valley  Garden  Center 

1809  North  15th  Avenue, 

one  block  north  of  McDowell  Rd. 

Phoenix,  Arizona 
Info:  623-872-9020 
Email:  anncie@cox.net 

February  26  -  OKLAHOMA 

AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa 
Annual  Show  &  Sale 
Tulsa  Garden  Center 
2435  South  Peoria 
Tulsa,  OK 

Hours:  9am  to  4  pm 

Info:  Sherrie  Wallace,  wallace4@hotmail.com 
918-245-3199 

February  25  &  26  -  FLORIDA 

Thmpa  AVS  Annual  AVS  A  Judged  Show  &  Sale 
The  Farm  Bureau 
1 00  South  Mulrennan  Road 
Valrico,  FL 

Feb.  25  -  10:00am  -  5:00pm 

Feb.  26  -  Noon  -  4:00pm 

Info:  Mary  Lou  Harden  (813)  924-2686 

mlhard@verizon.net 

March  4  &  5  -  ALABAMA 

Early  Bird  Violet  Club  -  Birmingham,  AL 
AVSA  Accredited  Show  &  Plant  Sale 
Birmingham  Botanical  Gardens 
2612  Lane  Park  Road 
Birmingham,  AL 
Mar  4  -  2pm  -  4pm 
Mar  5  -  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  Gwen  Johnson 


205  991-53335 

Email:  gjohn99@bellsouth.net 

March  4  -  6  ARIZONA 

Tucson  African  Violet  Society 
53rd  Annual  Show  and  Sale 
Foothills  Mall 
7325  N.  La  Cholla  Blvd. 

Tucson,  Arizona 

Mar  4  -7:30pm-9pm 

Mar  5  -10am-9pm 

Mar  6  -1  lam-5pm 

Info:  Joanie  Rivard  (520)  400-4779 

Email:  wildcherryvanillacoke@msn.com 

March  5  -  March  6,  201 1  -  TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  AVC 

32nd  Annual  Show  &  Sale 

Hermann  Park  Garden  Center 

1500  Hermann  Park  Drive 

Houston,  TX 

Mar  5  -  9am  -  5pm 

Mar  6  - 1  Oam  -  4pm 

Info:  Suzanne  Altenburg 

Email :  starlight  1 2 3 4@sbcglobal . net 

March  12  -  CALIFORNIA 

South  Coast  AVS 
Judged  Show/Sale 
South  Coast  Botanic  Garden 
26300  Crenshaw  Blvd. 

Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA 
Hours:  1 1  am  -  4  pm 
Info:  Jacquie  Eisenhut 
(310)  325-2993 
Email:  jeisenhut@hotmail.com 
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How  io  Grow  Prize-Winning 


/Save  the  AV^ld  Saintpaulia 


Will  the  Wild  AJncan  Violet  S 


? 


urvive: 


'V'  .  T'llcl  iSaintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very 
yy  limited  habitat  in  a  kandful  of  mountain  and 
coastal  rainforests  known  by  scientists  as  tlie  Eastern 
Arc.  M  uc  li  of  tlie  Arc  rainforests  liave  keen  destroyed 
ky  man. 

The  M  ican  Rainforest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  ha  In  tat. 
You  can  play  a  critical  role. 


play; 

$5  o.oo  -  Contrikutor 
$100.00  -  Rahki  (Friend) 

$260.00  -  Nd  ugu  (Comrade) 

$5  00.00  -  Bwana  au  Biki  (Patron) 

$  1 , 000 . 00  MJnfadi  (Conservator) 

$5  ,  000 . 00  M  ezi  (Guardian) 

Donations  are  Tax  Ded  ucti  Ue  made  to: 

Ah  ican  Rainforest  Conservancy'  5ho  B  roadway ,  Suite  202 
New  York,  NY  10012 


The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MAO  1730-2048 
Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  o  f  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


c  edar  Creek  Viofe * 

v  P.O.Box  113  'v 

Stanford,  KY  40484 
Ph  -  606-282-3432 


African  Violets,  Chiritas,  Columneas  & 
Other  Gesneriads . Plants  or  Cuttings! 


Eat  a  Bullfrog  firs!  thing  each  morning  and  nothing 
worse  will  happen  to  you  the  rest  of  the  day! 


Current  Catalog  $3.00 
Or  order  online  at 

www.orderafricanviolets.com 

Special:  25  leaves  (our  choice)  for  $28.00  ppd. 

Six  plants  (our  choice)  $30.00  ppd. 

You  may  choose  mini/semi,  standard,  trailers  or  mix. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover  Card,  AMX 
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{Patty  *  t  {Ptanld  <£  Gntique* 

90  3i<uc  751 
920  MMingten 
Winfield ,  {KanAOA  67/56 

African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 
Begonias  &  Ferns 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
web  site: www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


-m.k 

l*  * 


A 

> 


M  jr 'elective 

y  P 

"'Qardener 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

Introducing  some  of  our  NEW  varieties  to  tempt  you  for  2010: 


Snowkissed  Plum 
Splendid  Chaos 
Heaven's  Smile 
Red  Rocket 
Spun  Sugar 
Lucky  Devil 


Perfect  Harmony 
Hearts  Aflutter 
Sierra  Sunrise 
Cosmic  Art 
Lacy  Lass 
Gum  Drop 


To  receive  our  2010  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  mountains!  Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 

To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.  lyndonlyon.com 

1^^— ■■■!■■■■■! — — — — — — — 
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IQS 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  1 2  =  $76.86  24  =  $1 44.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10  ES2-P  $120.60 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid,  3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax  w/2  Two  Lamp 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted  Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
74"  FI  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG  37"  H  x  27”  W  x  1 2"  D 


African  Violets  for 
Everyone 

by  Ruth  Coulson 

The  book for  all  lovers  of  African  violets 

Includes  a  CD  of  images  and 
an  informative  presentation. 

180  x  240  mm  (7  x  9  1/2  in.) 
Paperback,  90  p.,  12  full  colour. 

$28.50  plus  postage  $14.00  in 
US/Can.,  $3.90  Aust. 

(Australian  currency) 

Enquire  for  other  postal  zones. 
Discounts  apply  for  10  or  more  copies. 

Orders  and  contact: 

Mail:  5  Colban  Street, 

Balcolyn  NSW  2264  Australia 
Email:  ruthcoulson@iprimus.com.au 
Online:  www.africanvioletsforeveryone.net 


African  Violets  &  Supplies 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Leaves, 
Species,  and  Vintage  Varieties 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures. 
Send  $3  for  our  print  version  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  mpetry@embarqmail.com  Phone  (717)  528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


Gree/jx 

NV  Apex,  NC 

At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 

919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


MRS  STREP  STREPS 

Streptocarpus,  Chiritas,  Kohlerias.  plus  many  other  Gesneriads: 

Email  for  list  of  available  plants  by  mail  order. 
Kathy  Spissman,  4086  Brownlee  Dr.. 
Tucker,  GA  30084,  770-939-5289 
Call  for  an  appointment.  Check  out  my  Ebay  store: 

http://stores.ebay.com/mrsstrepstreps. 
Now  on  Facebook:  MrsStrepStreps  •  Mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 

WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 
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Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated  #1  in  tests. 


-  Wick  Saucers 

-  AgroSun  Light 
Bulbs 


•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available.  -  Self-watering  Pots 

- - -  Urea-tree  Fertilizer 

Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG  _  Leaf  Rings 


The  Violet  Showcase 

pa  /y\  . 

3147  South  Broadway 

Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

(303)761-1770  Established  1969 

CfyC'  vrfi 

See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 

www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 

African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372  S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Pricelist:  $1.00 

Springfield,  MO  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  tor  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 

Order  Online:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com 
Talk  with  us:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com/blog 

Order  by  Mail:  9766  Grandview  Drive 
St  Louis,  MO  63132 


JoS  Violets 

African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 
www.josviolets.com  or 
send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr 

Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344 

josviolets@yahoo.com 

Travis^Jiolets 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2010  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  otter  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’  VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  111 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 

•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings  Sharon  Rosenzweig 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix  Framingham,  MA 

•  Fertilizer  508-877-8076 

•  Pest  Control  Products  email:  avplanters@comcast.net 

•  Growing  Supplies  website:  www.avplanters.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 


Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 


USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Patricia  Bell 
33  Ash  Crescent 
St  Albert,  Alberta  T8N  3J6 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Oyama 

^  ^  Self-Watering  Planters 

DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


r  estteflatf  A 


www.gesneriadsociety 


<>rg 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthus,  Chirita,  Columned,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  A  frican 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CW  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1 122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  On; 


Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


is  an  information  exchange 


Steuen  i  Plani  P>k&a 


African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 

234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221 -3832  •  (210)922-0208 
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Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 


lAJorLsh 


Of? 

Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 
Pan  PL)auiclson 


941  FM  2377 


Red  Oak,  Texas  75 1 54  (972)  617-1186 

Fax  (972)  617-1198  email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 
For  CATALOG 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


"Violet  Barn 

1 0-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 

Violet,  Gesneriads,  Unusual  houseplants.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

Ma's  Enchantress.  Lightly  ruffled,  large  dbl. 
pink  stars  with  blue-purple  fantasy.  Quilted, 
nicely  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 

Ma's  Frozen  Pond.  Large  fully  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  and  variable  green  hues.  Quilted, 
wavy,  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 

Ma's  Butterfly  Garden.  Sdbl.  white  pansies 
with  light  pink  hues,  dark  purple  fantasy 
edges,  and  lightly  ruffled  pencil  edge  of 
white/green.  Variegated  foliage.  7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

Rob's  Afghanistan  Banana  Stand.  Large, 
sparkling  blue  sdbl.  stars  with  white  pin- 
wheel  stripes.  Green  and  gold  variegated 
foliage.  Spectacular  semimini  chimera 
$20.00  (available  April  1) 

Rob's  Itchy  Britches.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  are 
edged  in  pink  with  blue  speckles.  Wavy, 
green  and  white  variegated  mini  foliage. 
$6.00 

Rob's  Knickers.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  edged 
in  blue.  Wavy,  variegated  mini  foliage. 

$6.00 

Rob's  Zipper  Zapper.  Large  deep  pink  sdbl. 
stars  with  wide  banding  of  fuchsia-purple. 
Dark,  pointed  semimini  foliage.  Great!  $6.00 

...plus  'Rob's  Lucky  Number',  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  the  2010  AVSA  National  Show! 

Hundreds  more  on  our  website  and  catalog. 
Other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each 
Other  mini  and  strep  varieties  at  $5.00  each 


NEW  STREPTOCARPIJS 

Bristol's  Cool  Breeze.  Silvery- la  vender  fringed 
blooms  with  large  lemon-yellow  throat  $6.00 

Bristol's  Hollihock.  Huge  carmine-pink  blooms 
with  darker  horizontal  streaks  on  large  white 
throat.  Impressive!  $7.00 

Bristol's  Lipstick.  Deep,  intense,  hot-hot  pink 
with  very  bright,  yellow  throat.  Wow!  $6.00 

Bristol's  Raspberry  Royale.  Deep  ruby  upper 
lobes,  dusty-pink  lower  lobes  frosted  ruby 
then  banded  in  darker  red.  $6.00 

Bristol's  Tap  Dance.  Upper  petals  blush  white, 
tipped  purple,  lower  petals  dark  purple-red, 
then  edged  blush  white.  Striking.  $6.00 

NEW  VIOLETS  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

Capricorn  (Kozerog).  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  lilac-blue 
stars  with  coral-red  fantasy.  $8.00 

DEO  Star  Special  Forces  (Zvezdnyi  Desant).  Sdbl. 
coral-pink  ruffled  stars  w/purple  fantasy 
$7.00 

EK  Coral  Fish  (Korallovaia  Rybka).  Large  sdbl. 
to  dbl.  deep  coral  with  darker  reddish  tips 
$7.00 

Home  Salmon  (Losos'  Domashnii).  Dbl.  bright 
coral-salmon  $7.00  Sagittarius  Elite  (Strelets 
Elit).  Large  dbl.  violet-purple  with  coral-pink 
fantasy  $8.00 

LE  Sea  of  Happiness  (More  Schast'ia).  Sdbl.  to 
dbl.  large  blue  star  with  wavy  white  edges. 
$7.00 

RS  Colorful  Bird  (Raznoperistaia  Ptichka).  Sdbl. 
white  star  w/pink  patches,  blue  fantasy.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  from  Russian  hybridizers! 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS,  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcia,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

Prices:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  15,  add  $12  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 

We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  website  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $40  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY).  ANYTIME  -  SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $ 2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW. VIOLETBARN.COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  12-5  pm 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  pm.  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SEf^E,^j|^¥OyirtNQU1f|J^  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

AVSA  OFFICE:  jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX". 77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  MondawMmMay,  9:00  a,m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@eadUicW^;?- J  ••  -  t '  ■■  J 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 

check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <beflkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynn_lombard@worldnet.att.net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  7 4012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valornet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annanaale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Philadelphia,  PA  /  Cherry 
Hill,  NJ  May  15 -May  22,  2011. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  Email  <jmthloomis@msn.com>.  A  registration 
fee  of  $15  is  required. 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery  .  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  1L  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 

PLANT  REGISTRATION:  joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
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opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their 
own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
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President’s  Message  941  f.  m.  2377  •  Red  oak,  tx  75154 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President  Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


This  has  been  one  of  the  worst 
winters  for  a  lot  of  our  members  in  a 
very  long  time.  The  temperatures 
have  been  low,  and  lots  of  snow  or 
ice  has  prevented  them  getting  out 
and  around.  This  can  result  in  ‘cabin 
fever.’  The  best  way  to  raise  your 
spirit  and  morale  is  to  visit  the 
AVSA  web  site  and  the  convention 
section.  Print  out  the  2011  conven¬ 
tion  schedule  and  registration  forms,  then 
send  them  in.  I  hope  you  all  join  us  for  the 
AVSA  Philadelphia  Convention,  May  15  - 
May  22,  2011,  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel 
Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill,  Cherry  Hill,  NJ.  Be 
sure  you  make  your  hotel  reservations  before  the 
March  31,  2011  deadline. 

You  will  enjoy  seeing  the  beautiful  African 
violets  and  designs  in  the  show  room,  buying 
African  violets  from  the  commercial  members, 
seeing  long  time  friends,  and  making  new  ones. 
Then  vou  can  tour  the  sites  in  and  around 
Philadelphia,  and  you  will  not  want  to  miss 
Longwood  Gardens,  as  they  should  be  in  full 
bloom. 

The  presentations  during  the  convention  list 
some  of  the  best  growers  and  designers  as 
speakers:  ‘Petrocosmeas’  by  Tim  Tuttle;  ‘Dish 
Gardens/Terrarium  Techniques’  by  Olive  Ma 
Robinson;  ‘Design  Techniques’  by  B  J  Ohme; 
and  Bill  Price  will  share  ‘Plants  I  Have  Loved.’ 

Many  members  have  requested  that  we  once 
again  offer  denim  shirts  and  new  African  violet 
watches  at  the  conventions.  Both  will  be 
available  for  pre-order  on  the  registration  form  for 
pick-up  at  the  convention.  Both  of  these  are  in 
limited  quantities,  so  please  order  early.  There 
may  be  a  few  available  at  the  Ways  and  Means 
sales  table  during  the  convention,  if  they  are  not 
all  sold  in  the  pre-order  form. 

Pictures  of  the  AVSA  African  violet  watches 
are  on  the  home  page  of  the  web  site,  and  on 


page  17  in  this  issue  of  the  AVM.  Do 
you  recognize  the  blossom?  It’s  one  of 
Pat  Hancock’s  beautiful  hybrid, 
‘Buckeye  Cranbeny  Sparkler.  ’ 

The  Nominating  Committee  needs 
the  names  of  AVSA  additional  members 
to  be  considered  for  future  Directors 
and  Officers.  The  forms  are  available  at 
convention  and  through  the  office. 
Please  suggest  that  qualified  members 
fill  out  the  forms  and  turn  them  into  the 
Nominating  Committee  or  to  one  of  our  AVSA 
officers. 

Every  year,  at  the  Annual  Membership 
Meeting,  the  Nominating  Committee  presents  the 
names  of  members  nominated  for  the  five  Board 
of  Directors  positions,  and  every  other  year,  qual¬ 
ified  members  are  also  nominated  for  positions  on 
the  Executive  Committee.  Nominations  are 
welcome  from  the  floor,  but  are  very  rare.  The 
Nominating  Committee  screens  and  makes  certain 
that  all  candidates  are  qualified  for  the  position 
for  which  they  are  nominated.  If  you  should  ever 
feel  the  need  to  do  this,  please  be  certain  that 
your  candidate  is  qualified  for  the  office  or 
directorship  and  that  they  would  accept  your 
nomination. 

Electing  members  to  the  Board  is  an  important 
part  of  our  annual  conventions,  as  those  elected  by 
the  membership  will  lead  and  serve  AVSA  in  the 
coming  years.  These  members  have  to  commit  their 
time  and  resources  to  attending  annual  conventions 
and  Fall  Meetings  at  their  own  expense. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance  to  any  member, 
feel  free  to  contact  me.  My  address  and  e-mail  are 
on  page  2  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine.  Here  is 
my  home  phone  number:  (972)  617-1 186. 

I  want  to  thank  all  members  for  their  support 
for  AVSA. 


Ron  Davidson 
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Editor’s  Notes  2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 

By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM  Editor  Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Sixty-five  years  ago,  on  November 
8,  1946,  ten  lovers  of  African  violets 
met  in  a  storage  room  of  a  horti¬ 
cultural  supply  company  in  Atlanta, 

GA,  to  discuss  the  organization  of  a 
plant  society. 

They  had  spent  the  day  at  the  first 
African  violet  show  in  America, 
organized  by  the  horticultural  supply 
company,  G.H.  Hastings  Co.,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  sale  of  African  violets.  The 
show  was  more  successful  than  anyone  could  have 
imagined.  It  was  publicized  a  month  before  in  the 
Flower  Grower  Magazine ,  and  drew  visitors  from 
fourteen  states.  Estimates  at  the  time  were  that 
between  eight  and  ten  thousand  people  viewed  the 
show,  which  had  opened  at  noon,  with  crowds  so 
great  that  by  3PM  a  traffic  officer  was  needed. 

The  same  small  group  met  again  the  next 
night,  at  the  Atlanta  Gas  Light  Co.,  electing  and 
installing  officers  for  the  coming  year,  and  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  America  began. 

By  July  1,  1947,  there  were  250  members, 
from  more  than  twenty  states. 

The  above  is  an  abbreviated  version  of 
information  given  to  me  by  our  AVSA  Archivist, 
Janet  Riemer,  in  1996.  I  was  busy  compiling 
details  from  fifty  years  of  African  Violet 
Magazines ,  for  the  production  of  the  50th 
Anniversary  Book . 

If  the  Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill  convention  will 
be  your  first,  you  will  understand  how  those 
visitors  felt  sixty-five  years  ago  in  Atlanta,  upon 
entering  the  showroom  for  the  first  time.  With 
the  convention  just  around  the  corner,  I  hope  you 
will  be  joining  us  there,  and  have  sent  in  your 
registration. 


Amy  Carruth,  our  AVSA  Office 
Secretary,  will  be  joining  us  for  the 
Philadelphia  Convention,  so  you  will 
have  a  chance  to  finally  meet  her. 

Now  and  then,  I  receive  a  letter 
from  one  of  our  members  that  I  think 
should  be  shared  with  our  readers. 
One  such  letter  is  from  Albert  Case, 
of  New  Jersey.  Since  this  has  been  a 
particularly  long  and  cold  winter  for 
most  parts  of  our  country,  I  found 
Albert’s  topic,  “Winter,  African  Violets,  and 
Bonsai  Pots,”  timely.  (Page  29) 

Since  I  know  that  many  of  you  inside 
gardeners  also  enjoy  outdoor  gardening,  I 
thought  you’d  like  to  know  about  my  gardening 
gloves.  They  are  very  reasonable  in  price.  One 
set  that  I  use  for  general  yard  work  and 
flowerbed  plantings  are  Blister  Armor  Garden 
Gloves.  They  have  a  liquid  pocket  on  the  palm 
and  thumb  to  prevent  blisters  and  it  works  very 
well. 

Also,  I  love  the  Rose  Tender  Garden  Gloves, 
which  are  made  of  real  leather,  but  the  best  thing 
about  them  is  the  cuff,  which  is  about  7  inches 
long!  They  protect  you  from  thorns  while 
pruning,  and  are  perfect  for  mulching.  The  cuffs 
keep  the  mulch  from  going  down  your  sleeves 
and  prevent  contact  with  critters  that  may  have 
gotten  inside  the  bags  of  mulch. 

Both  are  made  by  Wells  Lamont,  and  are  sold 
through  local  retailers.  At  their  website, 
www.wellslamont.com  enter  your  zip  code,  and  a 
list  of  local  retailers  will  appear.  In  our  area  there 
are  many  discount  and  home  improvement 
stores  that  carry  them. 

See  you  in  Philly! 
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Office  Update 

By  Jenny  Daugereau,  AVSA  Office  M anager 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 

Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 


The  AVSA  staff  is  now  in  our  busiest 
time  of  the  year.  Thxes,  end  of  the  year 
reports,  and  of  course,  the  upcoming 
convention  keeps  us  very  busy. 

Those  of  you  who  plan  to  attend 
the  Philly  convention,  please  get  your 
registration  forms  in  as  soon  as 
possible.  If  you  cannot  print  the 
pages  from  our  web  site  at 
www.avsa.org  you  may  call  the  office 
at  409-839-4725.  Amy  or  I  will  be 
happy  to  mail  the  convention  pages  to  you. 

It  will  really  help  the  office  staff,  and  the 
convention  director,  if  you  could  get  them  to  us 
as  soon  as  possible.  Remember,  each  person 
attending  must  use  a  separate  form  for  reg¬ 
istering.  If  you  are  planning  to  attend  the 
“Handcrafting  African  Violet  Miniatures”  presen¬ 
tation,  you  will  need  to  register  early.  We  only 
have  openings  for  twenty,  so  it  is  “first  come, 
first  serve!” 

Amy  Carruth,  our  AVSA  office  Secretary,  will 
be  coming  to  convention  this  year  along  with 
Ruth  and  I.  Please  stop  by  the  Registration  table 
to  meet  her  in  person.  If  you  would  like  to  help 


with  either  the  Registration  table,  or 
the  AVSA  Sales  Table,  contact  the 
office  and  get  signed  up.  We  can 
always  use  your  help. 

The  Affiliate  clubs  who  have  not 
signed  up  for  liability  insurance  need 
to  do  so  ASAP.  Mail  payment  to  the 
AVSA  office. 

If  you  are  a  member  of  an 
affiliated  club,  and  are  attending  the 
convention  in  May,  AVSA  is  offering  a 
presentation  Saturday,  May  21st  at  1pm.  The 
focus  will  be  on  building  and  maintaining  your 
club’s  membership.  Don’t  miss  it!  Lynne 
Wilson,  our  AVSA  Affiliate  Chairman  will  be 
there  to  answer  your  questions.  Keeping  club 
membership  up  is  a  problem  for  many  of  our 
affiliates,  and  this  presentation  will  show  you 
ways  to  be  successful! 

judges,  make  sure  you  are  current  on  your 
dues.  With  the  spring  shows  approaching  you 
will  want  to  qualify  for  Judging.  We  will  be 
working  on  the  new  Judges’  list  soon  and  we 
want  to  include  all  of  you  on  that  list. 

I  hope  to  see  you  all  in  Philadelphia! 


The  COMPLETE  2011  Philadelphia/Cherry 
Hill  Convention  Information  Pages 

containing  convention  and  show  schedules, 
design  division,  convention  and  hotel 
registration  information,  etc.,  are  now 
available  for  download  online  at 
www.avsa.org.  Please  make  copies  for  those 
in  your  local  club  without  Internet  access. 
The  201 1  Convention  Information  pages  are 
also  now  available  at  no  charge  through  the  AVSA  office: 
Phone:  (409)  839-4725,  Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 
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Photo  Credit:  WmsXon  J.  Goretsky 


Louis’  Springtime 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by:  Loma  Russell 

Standard  Chimera 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Jolly  Eyes 

Exhibited  by:  Beverley  Williams 

Hybridized  by:  H.  Pittman 
Semiminiature 
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In  Search  of  Nfew  Violets  Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Dr.  Jeff  Smithy  The  Indiana  Academy  Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


Several  months  ago,  the  topic  of 
discussion  in  this  column  was  about 
chimeras  and  if  there  was  an  appar¬ 
ent  sterility  problem  when  using 
chimeras  in  crosses.  I’ve  heard  back 
from  several  hybridizers  now,  and 
the  results  seem  to  be  mixed.  Some 
individuals  reported  a  higher  degree 
of  difficulty  in  using  chimeras  as 
parents,  especially  as  the  seed  parent. 

Others,  such  as  Margaret  Taylor  from 
Australia,  have  reported  good  success  in  using 
‘Yukako’  and  ‘Rocket  Science’  in  crosses. 
Margaret  has  done  a  number  of  chimera  X 
chimera  crosses  without  any  apparent  difficulty 
in  fertility.  She  does  report,  however,  that  the 
offspring  are  not  chimeras,  and  the  color  of  the 
center  stripe  in  the  parents  seems  to  be  dominant 
in  the  offspring.  She  also  reports  a  high  number 
of  single  dropper  offspring  which  may  or  may 
not  be  related  to  the  parents  being  chimeras.  To 
date,  her  chimera  X  chimera  crosses  have  not 
produced  anything  especially  interesting  or 
worthwhile.  Thanks,  Margaret,  for  sharing  those 
observations  with  us. 

Q:  Can  radiation  be  used  to  produce  new 
mutations  in  African  violets? 

A:  There  were  a  number  of  studies  in  the 
African  Violet  Magazine  between  the  years  of 
1960-1964  that  reported  on  several  studies  con¬ 
cerning  the  use  of  radiation  to  induce  mutations 
in  African  violets.  Some  studies  used  X-rays,  and 
others  used  gamma  or  beta  radiation.  Several 
levels  of  radiation  treatment  were  tried  on  leaf 
cuttings  and  seeds.  The  results  of  these  studies 
were  rather  disappointing.  While  a  few  new  traits 
did  appear  (variegation,  leaf  shape  changes,  and 
some  flower  color  changes) ,  nothing  totally  new 
or  valuable  as  far  as  new  traits  really  appeared  in 
the  plants.  Most  plants  produced  by  the  studies 
were  of  lower  quality  than  the  starting  stock.  The 


overall  conclusion  of  the  studies  was 
that  radiation  could  induce  mutations 
in  African  violets,  but  the  chance  of 
getting  anything  commercially  valu¬ 
able  from  this  practice  was  pretty  low. 
If  anyone  is  interested  in  the  specifics 
of  these  articles,  contact  me  privately. 

Q:  Is  the  depth  of  the  green 
color  in  African  violet  leaves  a 
genetic  trait  or  is  it  more  due  to 
environmental  factors  such  as  fertilizer? 

A:  The  answer  to  this  question  is  that  nature 
(genetics)  and  nurture  (environment)  are  both 
involved  with  the  green  color  of  leaves  in  African 
violets.  Some  cultivars  do  have  lighter  green 
leaves  regardless  of  the  environmental  conditions 
they  are  grown  in.  Often,  these  lighter  green 
plants  have  pale  flower  colors  too.  Other  cultivars 
have  much  darker  green  foliage,  often  linked 
with  darker  flower  colors.  It  is  in  this  last  group 
where  the  differences  in  nurture  or  culture  con¬ 
ditions  are  most  apparent. 

When  the  dark  green  cultivars  are  stressed, 
they  tend  to  lose  their  dark  green  color  and 
become  a  lighter  green.  This  stress  can  be  caused 
by  many  different  environmental  reasons.  One  of 
the  most  common  reasons  is  the  pH  of  the  soil 
being  off.  The  uptake  of  nitrogen,  magnesium, 
and  iron,  all  necessary  elements  for  dark  green 
leaves,  are  dependent  on  the  pH  of  the  soil.  Some 
elements  are  not  as  available  to  the  plant  at  one 
pH.  This  is  especially  true  if  the  pH  is  too  acidic 
or  too  low.  I’ve  heard  of  reports  from  a  number  of 
growers  over  the  last  few  years  that  their  peat 
moss  is  decomposing  more  rapidly  than  it  used  to 
do.  The  decomposing  peat  moss  makes  the  soil 
more  acidic.  The  results  of  the  lower  soil  pH  are 
slower  growing  plants  and  lighter  colored  foliage. 
Others  have  reported  problems  with  low  soil  pH 
due  to  Reverse  Osmosis  (RO)  water  and  high 
urea  fertilizers.  These  factors  can  also  cause  the 
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plants  to  grow  slowly  and  with  lighter  green 
foliage. 

If  you  suspect  that  a  plant  is  not  growing  true 
to  description  in  foliage  color,  try  manipulating 
the  soil  and  see  how  it  responds.  If  the  soil  pH  has 
been  too  low,  repotting  in  new  soil,  especially  soil 
laced  with  dolomite  lime  supplements  can  make 
drastic  changes  in  the  color  of  the  foliage.  If  you 
have  access  to  soil  and  water  pH  test  kits,  you 
can  confirm  your  suspicions  about  low  pH  prob¬ 
lems  more  scientifically,  but  sometimes  it’s  tricky 
to  separate  the  cause  and  effect  of  pH  changes 
between  soil  and  water.  Repotting  a  few  plants  in 
a  different  soil  mix  might  give  you  faster  results 
because  of  the  changes  you  can  observe  in  the 
plant  growth  and  color.  You  might  also  try  pot¬ 
ting  up  several  babies  from  the  same  leaf  in  dif¬ 
ferent  soil  combinations  to  see  which  is  working 
best  for  your  growing  conditions. 

Q:  How  important  is  high  humidity  in 
getting  African  violets  to  set  seed? 

A:  If  your  plants  are  growing  properly  and 
blooming  well,  the  humidity  is  probably  already 
high  enough  for  seed  set  on  African  violets.  If  you 
suspect  that  low  humidity  might  be  a  problem  in 
making  crosses,  try  raising  the  humidity  around 
the  plant  by  partly  enclosing  it  in  a  humidity 
dome  or  terrarium.  Leave  the  container  partly 
open  for  good  air  circulation  and  to  prevent  the 
flowers  from  molding.  Some  cultivars  are  a  little 
stubborn  about  setting  seed,  and  increasing  the 


humidity  a  little  might  be  all  it  takes  to  get  good 
results.  Another  side  benefit  is  that  the  number  of 
seeds  produced  by  a  cross  can  be  improved 
through  higher  humidity.  Some  of  the  largest  seed 
pods  or  fruits  I’ve  ever  seen  on  African  violets 
were  on  plants  grown  in  greenhouses. 

Q:  Why  does  it  take  4-6  months  for  the 
seed  pods  of  African  violets  to  mature?  The 
seeds  certainly  aren  ft  very  big. 

A:  I  suspect  that  the  long  time  for  seed  pod 
maturation  in  African  violets  is  an  adaptation  to 
the  changes  of  wet/dry  seasons  in  the  natural 
areas  African  violets  are  from.  We  are  used  to 
growing  African  violets  as  house  plants  where 
the  conditions  are  pretty  stable  year  round.  In 
their  native  habitats,  there  are  distinct  dry /wet 
seasons  and  some  temperature  fluctuations  too. 
There  is  little  adaptive  value  in  releasing  the 
seeds  during  the  dry  season  where  they  can’t 
germinate  and  grow.  They  are  much  better 
protected  in  the  seed  capsules  staying  on  the 
parent  plant.  African  violet  seeds  are  also  very 
small  with  very  little  food  reserves.  Releasing 
them  early  could  put  them  at  higher  risk  of  being 
buried  too  deep  to  germinate  and  survive.  There 
wouldn’t  be  enough  food  reserves  to  keep  the 
plant  alive  if  it  has  to  grow  up  through  too  much 
soil  or  debris.  I  suspect  the  plants  hold  on  to  the 
seeds  for  a  longer  time  period  to  get  them 
through  the  dry  season  and  to  release  them  just 
at  the  start  of  the  next  wet  cycle. 
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Coming  Events  Deadlines 


January  Issue  -  November  1 
March  Issue  -  January  1 


July  Issue  -  May  1 
September  Issue  -  July  1 


May  Issue  -  March  1  November  Issue  -  September  1 
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2019  Crosswind  Ct.  •  Englewood,  OH 
Email:  melsgrice@earthlink.net 


A  Family  Portrait 

By  Mel  Grice 


Boea  hemsleyana 


I  fell  in  love  with  this  plant  when 
I  first  saw  it  at  the  Gesneriad  Society 
convention  in  Silver  Spring, 
Maryland,  in  July  2009.  It  was 
grown  by  Nancy  Kast,  and 
transported  with  other  award¬ 
winning  plants,  from  her  home  in 
Florida.  I  decided  that  I  just  had  to 
grow  this  plant.  Nancy  kindly 
shared  two  leaves  with  me  that  I 
propagated  just  like  I  do  all  of  my  African 
violets.  All  of  the  African  violet  leaves  in  my 
propagation  box  soon  produced  plantlets  while 
the  Boea  hemsleyana  leaves  died  without 
producing  any.  Have  you  ever  noticed  that  the 
plants  you  REALLY  want  seem  to  sense  this 
somehow  and  die,  while  the  plants  you  are 
only  marginally  interested  in  thrive  and 
flourish? 

Once  I  decide  to  grow  a  plant,  I  am  persistent.  I 
ordered  Boea  hemsleyana  seeds  from  the  Gesneriad 
Society  seed  fund  and  planted  them.  Tiny  plants  are 
now  emerging  as  1  write  this.  I  also  have  two  more 
leaves,  hopefully  rooting,  that  Nancy  Kast  gave  me 
when  I  visited  her  home  in  October  while  attending 
the  World  Gesneriad  Research  Conference.  Nancy’s 
plant  of  Boea  hemsleyana  won  Best  in  Show 
honors  at 
the  joint 
show  spon¬ 
sored  by  the 
Tampa  Bay 
and  Sun- 
coast  Chap¬ 
ters  of  The 
Gesneriad 
Society.  See 
the  photo  at 
right. 


Boea  hemsleyana  is  a  fibrous- 
rooted  plant  that  is  found  in  Papua 
New  Guinea  and  the  Solomon  Islands. 
It  has  plain  green  leaves  that  resemble 
the  species  Saintpaulia,  but  the  leaves 
are  more  longifolia  in  shape  like  many 
species  Chiiitas.  The  numerous  small 
blue-purple  blooms  resemble  the 
blooms  found  on  Petrocosmeas .  The 
blooms  are  held  high  atop  5-6  inch  (or 
more)  peduncles,  creating  the  look  of  butterflies 
flying  over  the  plant.  Eventually,  the  peduncles 
are  forced  to  arch  lower  and  lower  near  the  leaves 
by  the  weight  of  the  open  flowers.  Basically,  I 
think  Boea  hemsleyana  looks  like  someone 
crossed  Saintpaulia,  Chirita,  and  Petrocosmea. 

Nancy  tells  me 
that  she  grew  her 
award-winning 
Boea  hemsleyana 
in  her  living  room 
which  is  the 
coolest  room  in 
the  house.  It  grew 
on  a  light  stand 
(two  tube  fixtures) 
that  is  draped  with  heavy  clear  plastic  to  increase 
the  relative  humidity  around  the  plant.  (Think 
constant  air-conditioning  in  Florida)  She  uses  her 
standard  African  violet  potting  mix.  Her  plants 
are  wick  watered,  using  mostly  Dyna-Gro 
fertilizer.  She  says  it  seems  to  flower  constantly 
for  her. 

Boea  hemsleyana  is  a  small  plant  that  is 
easily  grown  under  cool  to  warm  conditions  with 
moderate  to  high  light  and  consistent  adequate 
moisture.  It  is  rarely  out  of  bloom,  producing 
numerous  small  Petrocosmea- like  flowers. 
Reminds  me  of  an  African  violet! 
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What  Makes  African 
Violets  Flower? 

By  Christopher  J.  Currey 


'Why  has  my  African  violet  stopped  flower¬ 
ing?”  This  is  not  the  first  time,  nor  last  time,  that 
you  will  hear  this  question  asked!  However,  to 
understand  the  answers  to  this  question,  it  will 
be  useful  to  understand  what  causes  flowering  in 
African  violets.  We  will  quickly  review  some 
useful  terms  that  relate  to  flowering  and  then 
take  a  look  at  factors  that  affect  flowering  in  our 
violets. 

First,  let’s  quickly  review  some  terminology 
that  is  useful  for  understanding  the  flowering 
process.  Flowering  generally  refers  to  open, 
blooming  flowers  and  is  the  result  of  three 
processes:  1)  flower  induction,  2)  flower  initia¬ 
tion,  and  3)  flower  development.  Flower  induc¬ 
tion  is  an  internal  chemical  signal  a  plant 
produces  to  initiate  flower  production.  Flower 
initiation  is  the  formation  of  tiny  flower  buds  as 
a  result  of  flower  initiation.  Flower  development 
is  the  process  of  tiny  buds  developing  into  fully 
opened  flowers.  Now  that  we  know  these  terms, 
we  can  take  a  closer  look  at  what  controls 
flowering  in  African  violets. 

Before  plants  can  induce  flowers,  they  must 
be  “mature.”  Plants  are  very  similar  to  animals 
regarding  their  ability  to  become  reproductive 
and,  just  like  animals,  plants  have  a  juvenile 
period.  For  herbaceous  plants  like  African  violets, 
the  juvenile  period  is  usually  a  matter  of  months 
after  seeds’  germination.  Once  a  plant  has  passed 
through  juvenility,  it  is  considered  mature  and 
can  flower.  Fortunately  for  most  violet  growers, 
juvenility  is  not  a  problem  since  plants  are 
propagated  from  leaves  off  of  mature  flowering 
plants  and  are  capable  of  flowering. 

Once  plants  are  mature,  flowers  of  most 
potted  plants  are  formed  in  response  to  day 


lengths,  cool  temperatures,  or  are  formed 
automatically  regardless  of  the  environment.  The 
day  length,  or  “photoperiod,”  causes  many 
plants  to  flower.  For  instance,  short  days  cause 
flowering  for  poinsettias  and  chrysanthemums.  A 
period  of  cool  temperatures,  or  “vernalization,” 
results  in  flowering  of  plants  like  Easter  lilies  and 
florist  azaleas.  However,  African  violets  do  not 
initiate  flowers  in  response  to  day  lengths  or  cool 
temperatures. 

Flower  induction  and  initiation  in  African 
violets  is  called  “autonomous,”  which  means 
that  once  plants  are  mature,  flower  buds  are 
automatically  formed.  In  African  violets,  flower 
buds  are  borne  in  leaf  axils,  so  every  time  a  new 
leaf  is  formed,  new  flower  buds  are  initiated  with 
it.  That  means  if  your  violets  aren’t  flowering:  1 ) 
the  tiny  flower  buds  that  have  initiated  are 
aborted  and  won’t  develop  into  open  blossoms, 
and/or  2)  the  appearance  of  new  leaves  (with 
their  new  flower  buds)  has  slowed  down.  Both  of 
these  problems  can  be  the  result  of  low  light 
levels,  cold  temperatures,  or  inadequate  fertilizer. 
To  get  blossoms  back  on  your  plants,  increase 
the  light  levels  to  between  500  and  1000  foot 
candles,  increase  day/night  air  temperatures  to 
65/75  °F,  and  fertilize  with  water-soluble 
fertilizer  at  1/4  to  1/2  the  recommended  label 
rate  at  each  watering.  By  doing  this  you  will:  1 ) 
encourage  the  growth  of  new  leaves  with  new 
flower  buds,  and  2)  prevent  initiated  flower  buds 
from  aborting  (allowing  them  to  develop  into 
blooming  flowers.) 

Armed  with  this  knowledge  of  how  flowering 
in  African  violets  occurs,  hopefully  you  will  be 
able  to  get  and  keep  your  violets  in  flower  all 
year,  every  year! 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1 .00  ($5.00 
for  non-members)  for  each  plant,  and  is 
valid  for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may 
be  extended  two  years  for  an  additional 
$1.00  ($5.00  for  non-members). 

Registration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  ($25.00 
for  non-members)  unless  completed  within 
the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00  for  non-members). 

Stanley  Ko  -  Shatin,  Hong  Kong 
‘Ko’s  Bashful’  (10358)  10/15/2010  (S.  Ko) 
Single  chimera  white  frilled  pansy/fuchsia 
stripe.  Variegated  dark  green  and  cream, 

wavy.  Standard 

‘Ko’s  Deep  Breath’  (10359)  10/15/2010  (S. 
Ko)  Single  chimera  white  frilled  pansy/pink 
stripe.  Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  glossy, 
hairy,  wavy,  scalloped.  Standard 
‘Ko’s  Early  Dawn’  (10360)  10/15/2010  (S. 
Ko)  Single  chimera  white  frilled  star/light  pink 
stripe.  Variegated  dark  green  and  white, 
wavy.  Standard 

‘Ko’s  Lil  Memento’  (10361)  10/15/2010  (S. 
Ko)  Single  chimera  light  blue  pansy/white 
stripe.  Light  green,  plain.  Miniature 
‘Ko’s  Lil  Soloist’  (10362)  10/15/2010  (S.  Ko) 
Double  chimera  white  pansy/purple  stripe, 
light  green  frilled  edge.  Dark  green,  serrated. 
Semiminiature 

‘Ko’s  Lil  Sweetheart’  (10363)  10/15/2010  (S. 
Ko)  Single  chimera  pink  star/white  stripe, 
green  edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  ovate,  serrated.  Semiminiature 
‘Ko’s  Moon  Kisses’  (10364)  10/15/2010  (S. 
Ko)  Double  chimera  white  pansy/fuchsia 
stripe.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
quilted,  glossy.  Semiminiature 
‘Ko’s  Summer  Breeze’  (10365)  10/15/2010  (S. 
Ko)  Double  chimera  red  star/white  stripe. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  plain. 
Standard 


‘Ko’s  Yearning’  (10366)  10/15/2010 
(S.  Ko)  Semidouble  chimera  fuchsia 
pansy/white  stripe,  light  green  frilled 
edge.  Light  green,  wavy.  Standard 

***** 

Belinda  Thibodeaux  -  Patterson,  LA 
‘Cajun’s  Fickle  Flirt’  (10367) 
10/29/2010  (B.  Thibodeaux)  Single 
light  pink  wavy  star/raspberry  eye,  veins. 
Variegated  light-medium  green  and  white, 
pointed,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Cajun’s  Grand  Duchess’  (10368)  10/29/2010 
(B.  Thibodeaux)  Single  lavender  wavy  star/dark 
purple  veins,  edge.  Variegated  medium  green 
and  white,  round,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Cajun’s  Kisses’  (10369)  10/29/2010  (B. 
Thibodeaux)  Single  pink  wavy  star/raspberry 
overlay,  thin  raspberry  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  white,  round,  quilted, 
serrated.  Standard 

‘Cajun’s  Obsession’  (10370)  10/29/2010  (B. 
Thibodeaux)  Single-semidouble  pale  pink 
wavy  pansy/raspberry  eye,  thin  raspberry 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
round,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Cajun’s  Studmuffin’  (10371)  10/29/2010  (B. 
Thibodeaux)  Single  chimera  medium  purple 
ruffled  pansy/lavender  stripe.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  white,  round,  quilted, 
serrated.  Standard 

***** 

Del  Setchell  -  Saskatoon,  SK,  Canada 
‘Del’s  Spring  Blush’  (10372)  11/12/2010  (D. 
Setchell)  Single-semidouble  white  ruffled 
star/dark  magenta  patches.  Medium  green, 
plain,  scalloped.  Standard 

***** 

Robert  Kurzynski  -  Clifton,  N] 

‘Jersey  First  Impression’  (10373)  11/22/2010 
(R.  Kurzynski)  Single  two-tone  lavender 
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sticktite  pansy/lighter-veined  upper  petals. 
Variegated  dark  green,  pink  and  white, 
quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
‘Jersey  Girl  Trailer’  (10374)  11/22/2010  (R. 
Kurzynski)  Single-semidouble  fuchsia  pansy. 
Medium  green  girl  foliage.  Miniature  trailer 
‘Jersey  Little  Devil’  (10375)  11/22/2010  (R. 
Kurzynski)  Semidouble  two-tone  fuchsia 
pansy/darker  upper  petals.  Variegated  medium 
green,  white  and  pink,  heart-shaped,  quilted. 
Semiminiature 


‘Jersey  Pink  Babe’  (10376)  11/22/2010  (R. 
Kurzynski)  Semidouble  two-tone  pink  pansy. 
Variegated  medium  green  and  white,  plain, 
quilted.  Semiminiature 

‘Jersey  Rose  Trail’  (10377)  11/22/2010  (R. 
Kurzynski)  Semidouble  fuchsia  pansy.  Medium 
green,  plain,  pointed.  Semiminiature  trailer 
‘Jersey  Trail’  (10378)  1  1/22/2010  (R. 
Kurzynski)  Semidouble  two-tone  pink  pansy. 
Medium  green,  quilted.  Semiminiature 
trailer 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck  •  17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  October  1,  2010  -  November  30,  2010  •  Total  =  $160.00 


Multicolor 

Wisconsin  Council  of  African  Volet  Clubs, 
Madison,  WI 


Patriots  African  Violet  Club  of  Massachusetts, 
Hopkinton,  MA 

In  loving  memory  of  Althea  Majors,  Martha  White, 
and  Sylvia  Kaiser,  fiends  who  together  grew 
beautiful  African  violets  for  over  50 years. 
Sundowners  African  Violet  Club,  Fitchburg,  WI 


Thumbprint 

Karen  Fontneau,  Springfield,  VA 
Julie  K.  Gibson,  Pipe  Creek,  TX 
Sheila  Jones,  Amherst,  NY 
Barbara  D.  Taswell-Miller,  Olathe,  KS 
Gail  Podany,  Minnetonka,  MN 
Joy  Rohan,  Gainesville,  FL 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 
35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 
1  October  2010  to  30  November  2010 


Two-tone 

Sundowners  A VC 
Wisconsin  Council  of  AV  Clubs 
Lois  Szostak 

In  memory  of  John  Bermann  of  the 
Long  Island  A  VS 


Thumbprint 

Joy  Rohan 

Barbara  D.  Taswell-Miller 

Ralph  Mancusi 

Lois  Rose 

Joan  Baker 

Janet  Royce 

Thelma  LeBlanc 

Gail  Podany 

TOTALS  $156.00 
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Space 

Dust 


Exhibited  by: 

Danny  Tidwell 

Hybridized  by: 

H.  Pittman 

Miniature 


Texas 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Gasteranthus 

astratus 

Exhibited  by: 

Srett  Flewelling 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit: Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Sport  of  Frosty  Frolic 

Exhibited  by:  Doris  Brownlie 
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Project  Plants 

By  Bob  Kurzynski 


This  is  an  easy  way  to  get  new  and  old  club 
members  to  dirty  their  hands  while  having  fun. 

The  first  step  is  to  decide  what  type  of  project 
plant  to  grow  -  mini’s,  semi’s,  standards,  etc.  A 
mini  or  semi  is  a  good  start  as  it  takes  a  little  less 
time  to  grow  them.  At  this  point,  think  if  you 
want  to  have  an  educational  exhibit,  or  a  regular 
“project  plant”  class  in  your  local  club’s  show 
schedule. 

Ask  if  a  club  member  or  members  are  willing 
to  put  down  leaves  of  the  chosen  variety  and 
have  them  ready  for  the  September  meeting.  You 
can  also  contact  one  of  the  AVSA  Commercial 
growers  to  see  if  they  can  supply  you  with  the 
needed  quantity,  and  at  what  price  to  the  club. 
Many  times  they  may  have  an  overstock  of  a 
variety  that  they  want  to  move,  and  will  give 
you  a  deal  on  them.  Again,  contact  them  early  so 
they  can  have  the  young  plants  ready  for  when 
you  need  them. 

When  September  rolls  around  and  you  are 
ready  for  your  first  meeting,  have  the  club  supply 
the  necessary  pots,  growing  medium,  wicking,  etc. 

Put  down  a  lot  of  paper  on  the  tables  and  have 
pans  of  the  soil  mixture,  both  for  regular  and 
wick-potting,  ready  before  the  meeting  starts. 

Have  an  experienced  member  demonstrate 
how  to  repot  the  plants  -  with  and  without  wicks. 
If  from  a  commercial,  they  are  usually  in  a  square 
pot,  so  you  will  want  to  put  them  into  the  proper 
size  round  pot.  If  a  member  grew  the  plants,  they 


can  be  shown  how  to  remove  the  young  plantlets 
from  the  mother  leaf  without  damaging  it  and 
then  how  to  pot  them  up. 

One  or  more  of  the  experienced  club  members 
can  show  their  expertise  by  helping  the  newer  and 
less  experienced  members  with  the  potting,  etc. 

Throughout  the  fun  and  games  (there  will  be 
a  lot  of  laughter) ,  have  someone  take  photos  of 
the  event. 

Have  the  members  bring  in  their  plants  at  the 
next  few  meetings  to  see  what  progress  has  been 
made  and  what  they  need  to  do  to  have  the 
plants  ready  for  show  time. 

You  can  make  up  a  poster  board  with  the 
pictures,  along  with  a  descriptive  story  about  the 
project.  Use  it  as  part  of  an  educational  display  at 
your  next  show,  along  with  the  club’s  upcoming 
meeting  dates  and  future  programs.  This  may 
encourage  some  of  the  public  to  come  to  a  meeting. 

Through  the  years,  we  have  had  many  suc¬ 
cessful  project  plants.  One  of  our  best  was  a 
trailer,  ‘Rob’s  Humpty  Doo.’  We  had  a  new  mem¬ 
ber,  an  84-year-old  gentleman,  who  came  to  the 
show  with  a  spectacular  plant.  Rather  than 
putting  the  plant  in  the  education  display,  we  had 
him  put  it  in  the  Novice  class.  He  won  Best 
Novice  and  also  won  Best  Trailer!  His  excitement 
at  winning  will  always  be  remembered. 

Whatever  you  decide  to  do,  an  educational 
display  or  a  regular  Project  Plant  Class,  have 
everyone  get  down  and  dirty  and  have  fun! 


Donation  Fund  Levels 


Thumbprint  (Under  $25) 
Two-tone  ($25-$49) 
Multicolor  ($50-$99) 


Geneva  ($100-$499) 
Fantasy  ($500-$999) 
Chimera  (Over  $1000) 


1 6  African  Violet  Magazine 


March  •  April  2011 


New  Design  AVSA  Watches 

Our  new,  limited  edition  AVSA 
watches,  with  a  stainless  steel 
back  and  a  genuine  leather 
band,  will  be  available  at  the 
2011  convention.  A  photo  of  a 
beautiful  ‘Buckeye  Cranberry 
Sparkler’  blossom  graces  the 
face  of  each  watch.  They  are 
available  in  men’s  and  women’s 
sizes,  in  gold  or  silver,  for  the 
convention  price  of  $35  each. 

Pre^order  when  registering  for  AVSA’s  65th  Annual  Convention,  or  purchase  one  during  the 
convention.  A  limited  quantity  of  the  watches  will  also  be  available  through  the 
AVSA  office  after  the  Convention,  for  $40.  ($35  +  $5  S  +  H.) 


Photo  Credit:  Harry  Drew 


Sinningia  speciosa  ‘Merry  Christmas’ 

Exhibited  by.-  Ron  Bannister 
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And  tllC  Winners  ire  •  •  •  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  I  X  75069 
By  Mary  J.  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AVC  OF  GREATER  KANSAS 
CITY,  KS  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Picasso,  Missouri 
Pride,  The  Alps;  Best  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon, 

Rob’s  Grey  Ghost,  Little  Pro;  Best 
Standard:  The  Alps;  Best 

Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Plaid  Skirt;  Best 
Trailer:  Candy  Fountain;  Best  Species: 
Saintpau/ia  clone  grandifolia  #299;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Lynn  Canning,  Best  in  Show/Best 
Miniature:  Petite  Blarney;  Best  Design,  Mary 
Ann  Bjorgaard.  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
‘Lavender  Rosette’,  Davena  Hardwick. 

AVS  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  PA  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Red  Ferrari,  Ma’s 
Jamaican  Farewell,  Waterdancer;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Hopi  II, 
Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Jolly  Frills;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Rainbow’s  Quiet  Riot;  Best  Miniature: 
Rob’s  Soliloquy;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Karen 
Dirzuweit.  Best  Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia 
clone  ionantha,  Saintpaulia  clone  intermedia, 
Saintpaulia  clone  orbicularis  van  purpurea;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  orbicularis  var. 
purpurea;  Best  Design,  Judith  Smith,  Best 
Semiminiature:  Definitely  Darryl;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Elizabeth  Branson.  Best  Trailer: 
Rob’s  Humpty  Do,  Marianne  Gebshon.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Aeschynanthus,  Susan  Hanna. 

CLUB  VIOLETES  LONGUEUIL,  QUEBEC  - 
Winners:  Best  in  Show:  Slow  Dancin’,  Opette 
Piche.  Best  Standard:  Favorite  Child,  Simone 
Martel.  Best  Trailer:  Dancin’  Trail,  Aida  Bedard. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Karlyn’,  Adele  Dzygala. 
Best  in  Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Maryse  Roux. 

LONE  STAR  AV  COUNCIL,  TX  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ness’  Candy 
Pink,  Rebel’s  Rose  Bud,  Hot  Tamales;  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Cool  Fruit, 
Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie,  Pat  Champagne,  Richard 


Nicholas.  Best  AVSA  Species  Collection: 
Saintpaulia  clone  tongwensis  Uppsala 
3397 ,  Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia 
#299,  Saintpaulia  clone  conjusa 
Mather  E;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  tongwensis  Uppsala  3397 , 
Danny  Tidwell.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  i 
Collection;  Rob’s  Inner  Orbit,  Definitely 
Darryl,  Jolly  Playgirl;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Sassy  Shirley,  Anne  Nicholas. 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Tommie  Lou, 
Steven  Spachek.  Best  Miniature:  Shirks 
Hawaiian  Lei;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ken 
Froboese.  Best  Trailer:  Fun  Trail,  Hortense 
Pittman.  Best  Design,  Rhona  Thurman.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Glenda  Williams. 

MID-ATLANTIC  AVS  &  NEW  YORK 
STATE  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Pink  Buttercups, 
Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Rob’s  Calypso  Beat;  Best  in 
Show:  Rob’s  Pink  Buttercups;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Lora  Russell.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon, 
Rob’s  Dodo  Bird,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Ralph 
Robinson.  Best  Standard:  Blue  Dragon,  Sylvia 
Thub.  Best  Trailer:  Tiny  Wood  Trail;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  rupicola,  Barbara  Jones.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Columnea  lehmanii,  Olive  Ma 
Robinson.  Best  Design,  Sue  Hoffmann.  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Mel  Grice. 

MILWAUKEE  AVS,  WI  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rev’s  Heavenly  Star, 

The  Alps,  Neptune;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Neptune;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Sun  Chaser; 

Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  magungensis; 

Best  Gesneriad:  Petrocosmea  yumeibutai;  Best 
Sweepstakes,  Kevin  Degner.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Rob’s 
Calypso  Beat,  Rob’s  Puddy  Cat,  Marty 
Anderson.  Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Blue  Clouds, 
Cathy  Helder.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Ruth  Mengsol. 
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NUTMEG  STATE  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Hawaii  II, 
Rhapsodie  Barbara,  Optimara  Texas  II;  Best 
Standard:  Optimara  Manitoba;  Best  Trailer: 
Enchanted  Waterfall;  Best  Gesneriad:  Columnea 
‘Early  Bird’;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Edna 
Rourke.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Optimara  Kansas  II,  Optimara  North  Carolina, 
Optimara  Colorado  II,  Roger  Wheeler.  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Combustible 
Pigeon,  Lucky  Ladybug,  Precious  Pink;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Cool  Clouds;  Best 
Miniature:  Rosy  Cheeks,  Lynn  Wallach. 

THOUSAND  OAKS  AVS,  CA  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Cool  Fruit, 
Jolly  Dear,  Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Dear;  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Ann  Wang.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Optimara  Little  Arapahoe, 
Optimara  Little  Cherokee,  Optimara  Little 


Cheyenne;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Leslie  Cox.  Best  Standard/Best  Species: 
Saintpaalia  ionantha ,  Barbara  Burde.  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Gundaroo;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia 
Green  Corduroy’,  Bernadine  Poulsen. 

TRISTATE  AV  COUNCIL,  NJ  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Jersey  Snow 
Flakes,  The  Alps,  Apache  Primrose;  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Love  Bite, 
Petite  Jewel,  Jolly  Jingle;  Best  Miniature:  Shirks 
Hawaiian  Lei;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
ionantha ;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Bob 
Kurzynski.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Ma’s  Winter  Moon,  Kostina  Fantaziia,  Lik- 
Kudesnitsa;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Eternal  Orbit,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Little 
Busybody;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Humpty 
Do,  David  Tooker.  Best  Standard:  Radiant  Glow, 
Paula  Bal.  Best  Gesneriad:  Chinta  ‘Destiny’,  Joe 
Palagonia.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Jan  Murasko. 


Anne  &  Frank  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund 


Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd. 

Pennington,  NJ  08534 
November  1  -  December  30,  2010 


Geneva 

Mary  Boland 

Stampede  City  African  Violet  Society 
In  memory  of  Joan  Pearce 
Janet  Riemer 

In  memory  of  Edith  Tepper,  the  aunt  who 
gave  me  my  first  African  violet  fifty 
years  ago. 


Multicolor 

Bill  Foster 

In  memojy  of  fiend,  William  Sugg 


Two-tone 

San  Mateo  County  African  Violet  Society 
Delaware  African  Violet  Society 
In  memory  of  Bessie  Pyle 


Thumbprint 

Joy  Rohan 
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Inspired  by... 

By  Beverley  Williams 
Brooklin,  Ontario 


The  dictionary  defines  “inspiration”  as  “the 
art  or  power  of  moving  the  intellect  or 
emotions.”  Have  you  ever  been  inspired  by  an 
idea? 

If  someone  had  asked  me,  “Do  you  know 
what  you  have  in  your  collection?”  I  would  have 
answered,  “I  have  a  pretty  good  idea.”  But,  I 
quickly  learned  that  I  really  don’t  know  every¬ 
thing  that  I  have. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Lakeshore  AVS, 
the  President,  Vivian  Beeching,  and  Jim  Toms, 
gave  a  presentation  about  keeping  records  of 
your  collection.  Up  until  that  time,  I  never  really 
gave  it  a  lot  of  thought  about  keeping  any 
records  and  had  made  halfhearted  attempts 
occasionally...  and  I  do  mean  occasionally. 

When  I  would  go  to  a  show,  1  did  not  always 
remember  what  I  had  and  what  I  did  not  have, 
and  ended  up  purchasing  a  duplicate  of  a 
Saintpaulia  or  gesneriad  that  was  already  in  my 
collection.  But  other  times,  I  could  remember 
exactly  what  was  downstairs  in  the  plant  room. 

Emma  Bygott  always  had  a  list  of  what  she 
wanted,  but  not  me. 

In  the  presentation,  there  were  a  lot  of  great 
ideas  about  how  to  keep  records  and  why  1 
should  keep  records  of  my  collection.  But  what 
really  inspired  me  was  Emma  Bygott’s  Book. 
During  part  of  the  presentation,  Vivian  showed 
everyone  a  book  that  Emma  had  compiled  with 
pictures  of  her  collection,  which  she  uses  at 
different  sales  and  shows.  WHAT  A  GREAT 
IDEA! 

When  someone  asks,  “What  does  it  look 
like?”  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  opening  up  the 
book  and  showing  them  what  that  small  green 
leaf  plant  with  no  blooms  that  they  are  trying  to 
decide  to  purchase  looks  like  in  bloom. 

Emma’s  book  was  my  inspiration.  I  started  to 
assemble  lists  of  what  was  in  my  plant  room  to 
make  my  own  book.  I  welcomed  that  it  would 


save  me  time.  I  could  have  the  book  downstairs 
for  reference  where  my  plants  are  and  not  have 
to  climb  two  flights  of  stairs  every  time  I  need  to 
check  on  a  classification  or  description  of  a  plant 
on  my  computer. 

But,  what  I  did  not  realize  was  that  I  had 
countless  numbers  of  plants  downstairs  in  my 
collection!  I  discovered  that  I  have  over  150 
different  varieties  of  miniature  and  semiminia¬ 
ture  Saintpaulia .  I  had  an  idea  of  how  many 
there  where,  but  over  150?  And,  that  was  just 
African  violets! 

I  also  listed  all  of  the  “other”  gesneriads  that 
were  in  my  collection...  Strep tocarpus,  boy  do  I 
have  a  lot  of  those!  And  lots  of  Sinningia, 
Chiiita,  Petrocosmea,  Saintpaulia  species,  trail¬ 
ers,  and  many,  many  more. 

So  what  to  do  with  all  these  lists  of  plants? 

I  put  each  type,  or  genera,  of  gesneriad  on  a 
separate  page  and  list  all  the  species  and  hybrids 
of  each  type  that  are  in  my  collection.  I  have  one 
page  for  each  genus,  using  a  program  on  my 
computer  that  was  for  publishing. 

For  the  African  violets  I  used  the  First  Class 
program,  the  master  list  of  all  registered  and 
listed  African  violets  from  the  AVSA.  This  pro¬ 
gram  provides  a  way  to  catalogue  your  collection 
of  Saintpaulia  along  with  color  pictures  that  you 
can  print,  with  a  description  of  each  as  described 
by  the  hybridizer.  With  First  Class,  you  can  add 
your  own  pictures. 

But  not  all  of  them  have  pictures,  especially 
those  African  violets  that  are  not  registered  or 
listed.  I  now  had  to  make  another  list  of  those 
plants  of  which  I  did  not  have  pictures.  I  had  to 
go  downstairs  and  take  pictures  of  all  of  the 
African  violets  that  don’t  have  pictures... but 
wait.... I  had  cut  back  all  my  plants  and  a  lot  of 
them  had  not  bloomed  yet.  So,  as  each  of  the 
plants  bloomed,  I  took  a  picture  and  added  it  to 
First  Class  to  give  me  a  complete  description  for 
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myself,  and  anyone  else  who  may  need  it. 

But,  that  was  just  the  African  violets.  I  started 
to  look  for  pictures  on  the  Internet  and  in  my 
own  digital  picture  collection,  trying  to  match 
each  type  of  gesneriad,  species,  or  hybrid  with  a 
picture.  Some  were  not  difficult  to  find,  but  others 
posed  a  challenge.  I  was  surprised  at  what  was 
on  the  Internet,  and  added  the  pictures  to  the 
now  increasing  pages  of  my  own  book.  I  discov¬ 
ered,  as  I  worked  away  at  each  genus  of 
gesneriad,  that  I  was  gaining  information  about 
them  that  I  did  not  know.  Especially  that  new 
plant  that  I  had  recently  purchased  at  a  show 
because  it  looked  interesting,  but  I  did  not  know 
anything  about  it.  “That’s  what  it  looks  like  as  a 
mature  plant  in  bloom.  Going  to  need  more 
room...maybe  a  greenhouse?”  I  found  it  to  be  an 
educational  exercise  as  well  and  well  worth  the 
effort. 

After  many  days  and  hours  on  my  computer 
and  the  Internet,  I  had  finished.  I  decided  to 
print  all  of  my  pages  and  put  them  into  plastic 


page  protectors  and  a  binder  for  quick  and  easy 
reference.  They  looked  really  good,  and  I 
amazed  myself  with  the  results.  As  plants  bloom 
in  my  plant  room,  I  am  adding  their  pictures  to 
my  computer  files  and  updating  the  information 
for  the  future.  But,  this  again  is  a  challenge 
because  there  are  additions  to  make  to  my 
collection  on  an  ongoing  basis. 

Inspired  by  Emma,  I  will  now  have  to  make 
sure  that  I  update  my  records  every  time  some¬ 
thing  dies.  Yes,  plants  die  in  my  plant  room.  Or 
when  I  purchase  something  new,  I’ll  have  to 
find  a  picture  of  that  one.  But,  it  is  a  superb 
resource  and  very  useful.  I  can  look  up  a  plant 
and  don’t  have  to  rely  on  my  memory  or  climb 
two  flights  of  stairs!  When  I  take  plants  to  the 
club  sales  or  for  the  annual  show,  I  will  have  a 
picture  to  show  that  individual  who  asks,  “What 
does  it  look  like?” 


From  the  Toronto  Gesneriad  Society  Newsletter 


WICK  WATERING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

By  Beverley  Donsworth 


There  are  many  successful  methods  of  water¬ 
ing  your  African  violets.  By  far,  the  most  satis¬ 
factory  method  of  watering  is  by  the  ‘wicking’ 
method.  When  potting  or  repotting  a  plant,  a 
damp  wick  is  inserted  through  a  hole  in  the  base 
of  the  pot,  about  halfway  up  into  the  pot.  Potting 
mix  and  the  plant  are  added  so  that  the  lower 
leaves  of  the  plant  are  level  with  the  rim  of  the 
pot.  Tepid  water  is  added  to  settle  the  mix.  It  is 
important  that  a  wick  is  used  which  does  not  rot. 
Synthetic  Venetian  Blind  cord;  acrylic  knitting 
yarn  and  strips  of  nylon  stockings  are  all  suitable. 

The  plant  is  then  placed  on  a  reservoir  such  as 
a  ‘take-away’  container  with  a  hole  in  the  lid  in 
which  to  insert  the  wick.  In  this  container  is  not 
only  water  but  a  weak  solution  of  fertilizer.  As 
the  plant  will  be  taking  up  water  and  fertilizer 
continuously  it  needs  to  be  weak  so  that  fertilizer 


‘burn’  will  not  appear  in  the  new  center  leaves  as 
an  orange  crusting  and  destroy  them.  This 
fertilizer  should  be  1/8  to  1/4  of  the  recom¬ 
mended  level  on  the  fertilizer  packet. 

If  you  are  going  away  for  several  weeks,  a 
larger  reservoir,  such  as  an  ice  cream  container 
can  be  used.  Often  two  wicks  are  used  in  case 
one  becomes  blocked  with  algae.  Algae  becomes 
unsightly  in  a  transparent  reservoir  and  may 
cause  clogging.  An  algaecide  can  be  used,  or  just 
cleaning  the  reservoir  regularly,  or  using  an 
opaque  container  that  does  not  let  in  the  light. 
Regular  misting  with  warm  water  in  summer 
helps  with  the  humidity  and  brushing  the  dust 
off  the  leaves  is  also  beneficial. 

From  The  African  Violet ,  Publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 
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Question  Box 

By  Sue  Hajfner 


Dear  Friends, 

I  hope  you  and  your  violets 
survived  the  winter  and  are  ready  for  a 
new  season  of  shows,  sales,  and  other 
activities.  For  me,  I  have  to  get 
organized  -  as  my  plant  light  fixtures 
seem  to  be  dying,  all  pretty  much  at 
the  same  time.  Okay,  they  all  date  back 
to  the  1980s  and  earlier,  and  I  certainly 
can’t  say  that  I  haven’t  gotten  my  money’s  worth 
from  them.  My  main  light  stand,  a  4-tier 
monster,  has  only  three  working  fixtures;  the 
lowest  light  quit  working  last  year  (blown 
ballasts?),  and  I  suppose  the  rest  are  on  borrowed 
time.  In  an  extra  bedroom,  I  have  a  3 -shelf  light 
stand  that  my  dad  made  for  me.  Only  one  of  the 
fixtures  is  currently  working,  and  not  very 
reliably,  at  that.  My  other  light  garden  is  another 
3 -tier  set-up,  with  only  the  middle  fixture  still 
working.  (The  top  light  literally  fell  apart  a  while 
ago.)  Even  some  of  my  timers  are  antiques. 
Pathetic,  right?  I  stand  looking  at  the  wreckage 
and  wonder  where  to  start.  (Well,  I  know  -  one 
shelf  at  a  time  ...  )  One  valuable  piece  of 
knowledge  that  I  have  acquired  recently  is  that 
my  local  hardware  store  will  take  burnt-out 
fluorescent  tubes  (six  at  a  time)  for  recycling. 
This  was  such  a  relief  to  discover,  as  I  had  been 
storing  these  in  my  garage,  wondering  what  to 
do  about  them.  You  can’t  put  them  in  the 
garbage,  as  they  constitute  hazardous  waste. 

Question:  Is  it  important  to  use  charcoal 
in  your  potting  mix ,  or  in  your  pots?  A 
longtime  grower  told  me  that  it  ' sweetens 
the  soil \  What  does  that  even  mean?  I 
know  growers  who  put  a  layer  of  charcoal 
in  a  pot  whenever  they  repot  a  plant .  I 
wonder  if  I  could  pound  up  some  charcoal 
briquettes  and  use  them  in  my  mix? 

Answer:  First,  only  use  horticultural  charcoal. 
The  briquettes  are  manufactured  using  various 


kinds  of  binders,  coal,  accelerants,  etc. 
which  may  be  detrimental  to  plant 
growth.  You  ask  if  it’s  important  to  use 
charcoal.  Well,  I  don’t  know  if  it’s 
important,  as  many  growers  don’t  use 
it  in  their  mixes.  I  used  to  use  it,  but 
you  need  to  put  up  with  it  turning  your 
hands  black.  Charcoal  really  is  useful, 
however:  it’s  inert,  it  allows  airflow, 
and  binds  certain  toxins  from  the 
metabolism  of  the  organic  components  of  the 
potting  mix.  I  suspect  that  last  attribute  is  what  is 
meant  by  ‘sweetens  the  soil’.  (And,  like  you,  I 
wondered  what  that  meant  when  I  first  heard  it.) 
For  soil-less  mixes,  charcoal  seems  to  provide  a 
favorable  environment  for  microbes,  partly 
because  nutrients  bind  to  the  charcoal  rather  than 
washing  away.  The  bottom  line,  I  guess,  is  that 
it’s  your  choice  whether  or  not  to  use  it. 

Question:  I  have  a  couple  of  violets  with 
green  Jlowers,  ‘Kermit’  and  ‘Green  Ice ’.  To 
be  honest,  I  don’t  think  ‘Kermit’  has 
especially  pretty  blossoms,  but  ‘Green  Ice’ 
is  giving  me  problems.  The  blossoms  don ’t 
open;  they  just  sit  there  tightly  curled. 
What  causes  this? 

Answer:  I  haven’t  seen  either  of  these 
cultivars  in  some  time,  but  I  do  have  fond 
memories  of  them,  especially  ‘Kermit’,  which  was 
the  first  green  violet  I’d  ever  been  aware  of.  It’s 
true  that  its  blossoms,  considered  in  isolation,  are 
not  especially  noteworthy  (aside  from  their 
color) ,  but  when  you  see  a  specimen  show  plant 
with  a  big  display  of  those  green  flowers,  it’s  a 
memorable  sight.  Years  ago,  a  champion  grower 
in  our  club  produced  a  huge  plant  that  wowed  all 
the  visitors  to  our  show.  Everybody  wanted  one. 
We  got  busy  and  propagated  dozens  of  ‘Kermits’ 
for  the  following  year.  And  -  guess  what  - 
without  a  big  show  plant  to  ‘sell’  them,  nobody 
wanted  one!  With  ‘Green  Ice’,  I  believe  that  its 
blossoms  might  be  what  are  referred  to  as 
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‘popcorn’  blooms  and  that  they  do  not  fully 
open.  If  so,  this  is  a  genetic  trait  that  you  can’t 
do  anything  about.  (By  the  way,  there  are  two 
‘Green  Ice’  cultivars  listed  in  the  MVL,  a 
Volkmann  plant,  and  a  1970  registered  Kolb 
entry.  Both  are  double,  ruffled  green-edged 
plants.  I’m  not  sure  which  one  the  grower  is 
referring  to.)  You  might  try  giving  ‘Green  Ice’ 
more  humidity  and  see  if  that  helps.  Mist  the 
problem  plant  with  warm  water  every  day.  Do 
this  in  the  a.m.  so  that  any  excess  will  dry  off 
the  leaves  before  night. 

Question:  /  use  rainwater,  grow  lights , 
circulation  Jans,  humidity  around  70%, 
and  water from  the  bottom  with  1/8  tsp 
Jertilizer.  The  center  oj  the  violet  seems 
dense  and  hard,  leaving  no  room  Jor  bud 
stalks,  and  J  they  do  come,  the  Jlowers 
can ’t  get  out.  Should  I  remove  some  oj 
those  small  leaves?  Also  my Jlower  stalks 
-  one  or  two  Jlowers  develop  on  the  ends 
and  3  or  4  buds  wither  and  do  not 
develop.  Some  outer  leaves  are  yellowish 
green  but  not  too  many. 

Answer:  Well,  this  grower  describes  a  serious 
problem,  and  I  sure  wish  I  could  see  her  situation 
before  answering.  It  isn’t  clear  if  she  is  referring 
to  just  one  plant  or  to  a  whole  collection.  If  she  is 
referring  to  just  one  plant,  I  would  separate  it 
from  the  others  and  then  check  the  collection  to 
see  if  any  other  plants  show  the  same 
symptoms.  If  they  do,  then  she  needs  to  examine 
some  of  the  basics.  What  I  would  look  at  first  is 
the  rainwater.  Has  it  ever  been  tested  for  pH? 
Rainwater  tends  to  be,  over  all,  more  acidic  than 
tap  water.  Is  it  free-falling  rainwater,  or  is  it  roof 
runoff?  Water  from  the  roof  can  contain  a 
number  of  impurities.  Fertilizer  also  tends  to 
acidify  the  water  (though  the  1/8  tsp  per  gallon  - 
which  is  what  I  assume  the  grower  means  - 
would  probably  not  have  that  great  an  effect.) 
Hard  centers  can  be  caused  by  various 
conditions:  too  much  light  (the  grower  didn’t 
state  how  close  to  the  light  the  plants  are  or  for 
how  long  she  runs  the  lights);  over- fertilization; 
or  by  letting  the  plants  get  too  hot  or  cold.  Of 


course,  the  condition  described  could  also  be  the 
result  of  cyclamen  mite,  although  she  does  not 
mention  the  center  leaves  getting  gray  and 
excessively  hairy.  Should  she  remove  some  of 
the  center  leaves?  I  think  there  are  issues  that 
need  to  be  addressed  before  doing  that.  She 
needs  to  re-evaluate  her  entire  set-up.  Are  the 
lights  on  for  more  than  12  hours  per  day?  If  so, 
cut  back  the  time.  How  close  are  the  plants  to  the 
lights?  Try  moving  them  down  a  few  inches  and 
see  if  it  makes  a  difference.  What’s  the 
temperature  in  the  plant  room?  Try  to  adjust  it  if 
it’s  too  warm  or  chilly.  I  think  the  plant  or  plants 
in  question  need  to  be  repotted.  (She  didn’t 
mention  how  often  she  repots  or  what  sort  of 
mix  she  uses.)  Check  the  roots.  Are  they  healthy 
or  do  they  appear  rotted?  Is  the  potting  mix 
soggy-wet?  If  so,  it’s  not  draining  in  a  manner 
conducive  to  good  plant  growth.  She  may  need 
to  add  perlite  to  her  mix.  I’m  worried  that  a 
chemical  imbalance  has  built  up  due  to  the 
combination  of  rainwater  and  fertilizer.  The  outer 
leaves  having  a  yellowish  hue  makes  me  wonder 
at  a  chemical  issue,  also.  I  know  this  is  a  long 
agenda  of  tasks,  but  I  hope  that  some  of  these 
suggestions  will  help. 

Question:  /  notice  that  the  seedpods  on 
different  violets  have  completely  different 
shapes.  Why  is  this? 

Answer:  The  shape  of  the  seedpod  on  your 
violet  is  a  result  of  its  ancestry,  that  is,  which 
Saintpaulia  species  Figures  in  its  genetics.  The 
difference  in  seedpod  shapes  was  noticed  early 
on,  with  the  plants  that  grew  from  the  first  seeds 
that  Baron  Saint  Paul  sent  from  Africa  to 
Germany.  Some  had  round  fruits;  others  had  long 
fruits.  The  Baron  had  assumed  that  the  seeds  he 
gathered  were  all  of  the  same  species.  In  time,  it 
was  determined  that  the  round-fruited  plants 
were  ionantha ,  ‘with  violet-like  flowers’,  while 
those  with  long  fruits  were  named  corjusa  -  in 
honor  of  the  confusion! 

Question:  I  was  showing  my  Jriend  my 
violets  and  one  that  was  really  looking 
nice  was  a  double-white  with  a  dark  blue 


March  •  April  2011 


African  Violet  Magazine  23 


edge.  My  friend  said  it  was  a  ' Geneva ' 
edge ,  and  also  said  that  a  two-tone  is  a 
blossom  with  the  top  two  petals  dark  and 
the  bottom  three  light  Is  she  right? 

Answer:  Not  quite.  The  ‘Geneva’  edge  is 
white  only.  There  are  many  violets  with  different 
colored  edges,  but  that  white  edge  is  the  only  one 
with  a  special  name  -  at  least,  as  far  as  I  know. 
As  to  a  two-tone  blossom,  your  friend’s 
description  could  be  correct  if  the  colors  were 
light  and  dark  values  of  the  same  color.  However, 
if,  for  instance,  the  top  two  petals  were  purple 
and  the  bottom  three  white,  that  would  not  be  a 
two-tone,  but  a  ‘multicolor’,  which  is  defined  as  a 
blossom  having  two  or  more  colors.  The  AVSA 
Judge’s  Handbook  has  a  section  devoted  to 
blossom  types  -  not  to  mention  a  universe  of 
other  African  violet  information. 

Question:  After  trying  various  methods 
of  watering ,  I  now  wick-water  all  my 
violets ,  with  good  results.  I  constant  feed 
according  to  the  manufacturer's  directions 


and  flush  the  plants  once  a  month  with 
plain  water  I  repot  my  standards  every 
year;  the  minis  more  often.  After  repotting, 
some  of  the  plants  develop  light  colored, 
irregularly -shaped  spots  on  the  leaves.  It 
doesn ’t  seem  to  effect  the  plants,  and  they 
are  soon  blooming  again.  I  would  like  to 
know  what  causes  this  and  how  to  avoid 
it.  This  happens  both  to  plants  grown 
under  lights  and  at  the  window. 

Answer:  This  irregular  spotting  might  be 
caused  by  watering  with  water  that  is  too  cool. 
Particularly  after  root  paining  and  repotting,  you 
should  use  tepid  water  to  start  the  wick  working. 
Root  pruning  is  necessary  for  miniatures,  but  it  is 
a  shock  to  their  systems  and  they  should  be 
treated  with  some  extra  T.L.C.  after  such  an 
operation.  Water  cold  enough  to  chill  the  tender 
roots  will  cause  spotting  just  the  same  as  cold 
water  touching  the  leaves.  Even  room  tempera¬ 
ture  water  is  sometimes  too  cool.  Other  than  that, 
you  seem  to  be  doing  everything  a  conscientious 
violet  grower  should. 
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Small  Talk 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 
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Email:  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 


I  hope  that  the  holidays  were  good 
to  everyone.  It  seems  impossible  to 
believe  that  it  is  201 1  already. 

Over  the  holidays,  the  local  club  that 
I  am  a  member  of  takes  a  break  from 
having  a  business  meeting/program.  I 
look  forward  to  seeing  familiar  faces 
again  and  hearing  about  my  favorite 
topic,  “growing  African  violets”. 

A  challenge  that  we  face  here  in 
this  part  of  the  world  is  transporting 
our  violets  to  meetings  and  shows  in  freezing 
temperatures.  Those  of  you  who  have  braved  our 
crazy  climate  and  joined  us  for  a  Canadian 
convention  know  that  it  can  even  be  snowing 
and  freezing  in  May.  Why  do  I  live  here? 

I  want  to  share  some  ideas  for  getting  your 
miniature  and  semi  miniature  violets  to  places  in 
the  cold,  and  also,  if  you  experience  the  other 
extreme,  getting  them  where  you  need  to  go  in 
hot  weather. 

A  great  container  to  have  for  carrying  violets 
anywhere  is  a  Styrofoam  “fish”  box.  I  am  calling  it 
a  fish  box  for  lack  of  a  better  name,  but  what  I 
mean  is  the  kind  of  box  you  will  often  get  frozen 
fish,  etc.  from  a  fish  market  in.  The  boxes  that  I  am 
currently  using  came  from  Westgro  Horticultural 
Supplies  Ltd  when  we  ordered  biological  pest 
control  a  couple  of  years  ago.  The  box  is  a  square 
of  14.5  inches  wide  and  9  inches  deep.  I  fill  the  box 
with  a  bunch  of  plastic  bags  and  make  spaces  for 
my  violets.  I  can  fit  between  4  and  5  miniatures 
and/or  semi  miniatures  (depending  on  the  size  of 
each  plant)  in  the  box  in  an  X  shape.  I  especially 
like  these  containers  because  they  are  somewhat 
insulated  and  have  a  secure  lid. 

Another  container  that  you  can  sometimes 
acquire  is  a  smaller  flower  box  from  a  florist. 
Whatever  type  of  box/container  that  I  use,  I  make 
sure  to  fill  it  with  bags  or  shredded  paper  to  keep 
my  violets  stable  and  upright  while  on  the  move. 

The  next  key  when  taking  violets  out  during 


cold  weather  is  to  warm  up  your 
mode  of  transportation.  In  my  case,  I 
start  the  minivan  and  let  it  run  for  a 
bit  before  I  put  the  box  or  boxes  in 
the  trunk.  When  I  have  reached  my 
destination,  I  unload  them  immedi¬ 
ately.  I  don’t  leave  them  in  the  vehi¬ 
cle  for  an  extended  period  of  time. 
This  is  an  important  point  in  hot 
weather  as  well.  Leaving  your  minia¬ 
tures  and  semi  miniatures  in  a  hot 
vehicle  for  a  long  time  can  damage  them. 

Although  I  don’t  personally  experience  this 
often,  taking  your  miniatures  and  semi  minia¬ 
tures  out  in  very  hot  weather  can  have  its  trials 
as  well.  Where  violets  can  become  frozen  and 
mushy  in  the  cold,  they  could  become  burnt,  dry, 
and  wilted  in  the  heat. 

You  always  need  a  container  that  keeps  your 
violets  stable  no  matter  where  or  when  you  are 
taking  them  out  of  your  growing  environment. 
For  transporting  violets  in  hot  weather,  you 
might  just  use  the  bottom  part  of  your  box  or 
container.  Putting  the  lid  on  the  box  and  then 
taking  your  violets  in  a  hot  vehicle  makes  the 
temperature  that  the  violets  are  experiencing 
even  hotter.  An  important  thing  to  note  is  that 
violets  don’t  like  air  conditioning.  I  am  not  sug¬ 
gesting  that  you  turn  your  air  conditioning  off 
and  give  yourself  heatstroke,  but  that  you  put 
your  violets  where  the  air  won’t  be  blowing  on 
them  directly.  When  you  get  to  your  destination, 
again,  don’t  leave  them  in  your  mode  of  trans¬ 
port  for  too  long.  Once  you  get  your  violets 
inside,  give  them  a  drink  of  water  if  they  need  it. 

I  love  growing  my  miniatures  and  semi  minia¬ 
tures,  and  I  also  love  to  share  them  with  others. 
Don’t  hesitate  to  take  your  violets  to  a  meeting  or 
a  show  because  of  hot  or  cold  weather.  Take 
some  precautions  and  have  fun. 

Until  next  time, 

Laurel 
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Are  Your  Crowns  Rotted 

By  Pat  Hancock 


Recently,  I  went  to  Berea,  Kentucky,  to  the 
Appalachian  Craft  Festival.  It  is  an  outdoor 
festival.  One  booth  had  beautiful  clay  pots  with 
African  violets  in  them.  My  cousin  was  interested 
in  purchasing  one  for  the  new  violet  I  had  just 
given  her.  Since  it  was  growing  on  a  wick,  she 
was  asking  me  how  deep  a  pot  she  should  get  in 
order  to  hide  the  water  well. 

The  lady  who  made  the  pots  joined  the 
conversation,  as  she  did  not  know  about  wicks. 
Just  then  a  passerby  said,  “Excuse  me,  but  I  was 
eavesdropping  on  your  conversation  and  I 
wondered  if  I  could  ask  you  about  my  African 
violet?” 

She  said  she  had  had  this  violet  for  about 
three  years,  never  had  repotted  it,  and  always 
bottom  watered.  I  asked  how  long  she  lets  it  stay 
in  the  water  and  of  course  she  said  until  the 
water  is  gone!  She  described  a  plant  with  leaves 
wilted  down  around  the  pot,  but  with  wet  soil.  Of 
course,  I  immediately  suspected  root  and/or 
crown  rot. 

Another  lady  called  me  a  month  or  so  back 
and  stated  that  she  had  grown  beautiful  violets 
for  years  but  for  some  unknown  reason,  lately, 
her  violets  had  all  wilted  down  and  looked  very 
sick.  She  did  not  know  what  the  problem  was. 
She  suspected  some  disease.  After  many  ques¬ 
tions,  I  learned  that  a  few  months  before  she  had 
bought  all  new  ceramic  self-watering  pots  and 
transplanted  all  of  her  violets  from  their  plain 
plastic  pots  into  the  beautiful  new  pots. 

I  told  her  to  feel  the  top  of  the  soil  for  mois¬ 
ture,  and  sure  enough,  the  soil  was  soaking  wet. 
She  had  root  and/or  crown  rot. 

The  symptoms  of  root  and/or  crown  rot  are 
almost  always  the  same  -  wilted  leaves  on  a 
plant  that  has  been  watered  recently.  These 
symptoms  may  be  caused  by  soil  mealy  bugs, 
but  more  often  they  are  caused  by  the  water 
mold  groups  (pythium  and  phytophthora)  that 


cause  root  and/or  crown  rot.  As  with  almost  all 
violet-related  problems,  “An  ounce  of  prevention 
is  worth  a  pound  of  cure.” 

Greenhouses  have  a  far  bigger  and  more  com¬ 
plex  problem  than  people  who  grow  under  lights, 
due  to  the  excessive  humidity  and  dampness  that 
is  a  fact  of  life  in  a  greenhouse.  A  good  friend 
who  grows  in  a  greenhouse  recently  called  to 
thank  me  for  telling  him  about  a  new  soil  that 
contains  a  fungicide.  He  said  he  had  tried  every¬ 
thing  and  nothing  seemed  to  help.  He  would  lose 
50%  of  his  starter  plants  to  some  type  of  fungus. 
I  suggested  he  try  the  soil  I  use  -  Pro-Mix  BX 
with  fungicide.  He  reported  that  now  he  is  hardly 
losing  any  plants  at  all  and  was  very  happy  with 
the  new  soil.  This  soil  works  very  well  for  the 
indoor  gardener,  whether  you  grow  under  lights 
or  in  windowsills  with  natural  light. 

Root  and/or  crown  rot  is  caused  by  one  of  two 
reasons:  the  plant  being  too  wet  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  or  by  letting  the  plant  go  completely  dry, 
and  then  suddenly  givipg  it  too  much  water. 
When  a  plant  has  been  completely  dry  for  a  time, 
the  tender  roots  dry  out  and  are  no  longer  able  to 
take  up  water.  Thus  they  sit  there  in  the  water 
and  rot. 

The  rot  travels  up  the  roots  until  it  reaches  the 
crown  and  the  plant  dies. 

A  better  way  to  handle  a  very  dry  plant  is  to 
gradually  add  a  couple  of  tablespoons  of  water 
every  other  day  until  the  dry  roots  can  re-estab¬ 
lish  themselves  and  become  hydrated  again.  If 
the  plant  does  not  respond  to  this  “babying,  ”it  is 
best  to  knock  it  out  of  the  pot  and  check  the 
roots.  They  should  be  removed  if  they  are  black. 

If  the  crown  feels  mushy  to  the  touch,  you 
must  cut  higher  and  higher  until  the  stalk  feels 
solid  and  when  cut  off  looks  green  in  the  middle 
with  a  dark  reddish  line  around  the  outside.  You 
may  then  paint  the  stump  with  Clonex®  (a  root¬ 
ing  hormone  plus  fungicide)  and  pot  it  up  in  new 


26  African  Violet  Magazine 


March  •  April  2011 


soil,  mixed  with  about  1/3  coarse  vermiculite. 
Moisten  the  media  but  don’t  make  it  wet.  Cover 
with  a  clear  plastic  bag  or  place  it  in  a  covered 
container  so  that  it  will  have  higher  humidity.  In 
about  three  or  four  weeks,  it  should  be  thriving 
again  and  you  can  remove  the  cover  and  put  it 
back  on  a  wick  or  whatever  watering  method 


you  prefer.  Root  and/or  crown  rot  is  more  preva¬ 
lent  during  the  hot  months  of  summer,  so  watch 
your  plants  closely,  don’t  overwater,  and  take 
steps  before  it  is  too  late. 

From  The  Violet  Connection , 
Official  publication  of  The  Ohio  State  AVS 


Monday  -  Thursday 
9:00  am  -  4:00  pm 


Remembering  Our  Charter 

John  Carter,  2nd  Vice  President 


Not  many  members  have  seen  or  read  the 
bylaws  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
(AVSA)  where  the  purpose  of  the  organization  is 
defined.  If  they  did,  they  would  see  that  one 
primary  purpose  is  to  gather,  share,  and  publish 

reliable,  practical  information .  (educate).  The 

African  Violet  Magazine  (AVM)  is  defined  as  a 
tool  to  help  achieve  that  purpose.  The  AVM  and 
website  are  our  most  visible  efforts  to  achieve 
this  goal.  Another  is  our  annual  convention  and 
show  where  educational  sessions  are  offered. 

AVSA  encourages  and  supports  our  affiliated 
organizations  to  continue  the  education  effort  to 
their  membership  and  on  to  the  public  through 
their  meetings  and  shows.  The  Library 
Committee  provides  a  variety  of  resources  to  the 
affiliate  groups  to  help  them  offer  quality  and 
effective  programs. 

The  affiliate  show  often  offers  the  greatest 
opportunity  for  the  affiliate  to  educate  the  public 
about  the  African  volet.  This  contact  is  often  a 
short,  one  time  experience.  How  can  an  affiliate 
maximize  this  short  time?  Your  AVSA  informa¬ 
tion  and  membership  exhibits  are  required  to  be 


part  of  the  show  so  there  will  be  some  education¬ 
al  element  available  for  visitors  to  your  show. 

Are  your  exhibits  effective?  Are  they  differ¬ 
ent  each  year,  or  is  it  the  same  thing  displayed 
by  the  same  person  each  year?  How  can  you 
make  your  exhibits  more  effective?  What  else 
can  you  do  with  your  show  to  make  it  more 
educational  and  possibly  inviting  to  your  AVSA 
membership? 

Answers  to  these  questions  will  be  explored  at 
10  AM  on  Saturday  during  the  convention. 
Ignore  the  long  title  given  to  this  presentation  on 
the  schedule,  “Advanced  fudging  Skills:  Making 
your  show  Educational:  A  Classroom  in  the 
Show  Room.  "  Yes,  the  presentation  will  help 
judges  learn  what  to  look  for  when  judging 
membership  and  information  exhibits,  but  it  will 
help  affiliates  and  members  learn  how  to  create 
more  interesting  and  hopefully  more  effective 
exhibits.  Part  of  the  time  will  be  spent  hearing 
your  experiences  and  successes.  Please  come  and 
share  your  experiences  and  pick  up  some  new 
ideas  to  help  AVSA  achieve  its  goal  of  educating 
us  about  African  Violets. 
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THE  JOYS  AND  DISAPPOINTMENTS 

OF  HYBRIDIZING 

By  Sue  Gardner 


Hybridizing  requires  patience.  It  is  not  for  any¬ 
one  who  likes  instant  results!  After  pollinating  an 
African  violet,  one  has  to  wait  for  four  to  six 
months  for  the  seedpod  to  mature  and  seed  to  be 
ready  to  plant. 

Then  the  waiting  game  continues.  The  seed 
may  germinate  in  a  couple  of  weeks  -  or  it  may 
take  several  months.  Then  the  seedlings  will  take 
several  months  to  grow  and  flower.  After  such  a 
long  time,  a  hybridizer  hopes  for  some  success  - 
not  disappointment! 

The  following  story  and  pictures  illustrate  my 
latest  experience  with  a  cross  of  two  semi¬ 
miniatures.  I  wanted  to  obtain  some  flowers  with 
a  white  or  greenish-white  edge,  as  I  feel  these 
fade  more  slowly  than  others.  I  also  wanted 
variegated  foliage.  I  used  pollen  from  a  flower 
with  a  greenish- white  edge.  It  was  a  seedling  I 
had  obtained  from  a  previous  cross.  As  a  seed 
parent,  1  used  a  crown-variegated  plant  with 
coral  flowers. 


After  four  months,  the  seedpods  were 
harvested  and  seed  sown  a  week  later.  When  the 
seed  germinated,  I  was  a  little  surprised  -  as  all 
the  seed  must  have  come  up  -  I  had  pots 
bursting  with  seedlings!  All  seemed  to  have 
completely  white  foliage.  This  made  me  wonder 
how  such  a  tiny  seed  could  sustain  the  seedling 


until  chlorophyll  appeared.  Many  did  not  show 
any  green  (or  other  masking  color)  until  they 
were  3/4  inch  (2  cm)  in  diameter.  Growth  was 
slow  until  seedlings  were  transferred  to  one  inch 
(2.5cm)  pots. 

I  potted  up  about  180  seedlings,  gave  some  to 
other  growers  to  trial,  and  threw  out  the  last 
ones.  These  were  a  bit  slow  to  grow  so  I  thought 
they  would  be  runts.  When  the  color  developed 
in  the  foliage,  I  was  amazed  at  the  variety.  The 
photo  shows  some  of  these  plants  about  twelve 
months  after  seed  was  sown.  Winter,  and  the  fact 
that  the  plants  were  variegated,  had  caused  slow 
growth,  even  though  the  plant  room  was  heated. 
Some  plants  proved  disappointing  as  the  foliage 
quickly  lost  all  variegation.  I  will  wait  to  see  if 
this  is  permanent. 


Then,  I  waited  for  the  flowers  to  appear.  This 
took  some  time.  Again,  I  was  happy  to  see  the 
variety.  Some  of  the  first  flowers  that  appeared 
are  shown.  The  contrast  between  flower  color 
and  foliage  was  pleasing. 

This  is  where  some  more  disappointment 
occurred.  Some  of  the  most  attractive  flowers 
dropped!  I  do  not  believe  in  continuing  to  grow 
plants  if  the  flowers  drop.  They  are  not  popular. 
So  in  the  bin  they  go!  One  is  shown  in  the  photo. 
Another  was  a  beautiful  clear  red  with  many 
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flowers  per  stem  on  mosaic- variegated  foliage.  I 
did  not  expect  so  many  of  the  seedlings  to 
produce  flowers  that  dropped,  as  the  parent 
plants  were  sticktight.  It  was  quite  frustrating. 

Another  result  that  can  cause  disappointment 
is  when  all  seedlings  produce  flowers  that  are 
similar.  A  third  is  when  the  flowers  are  similar  to 
a  registered  hybrid.  Such  seedlings  are  best 
disposed  of.  A  previous  batch  of  seedlings  all  had 
fairly  ordinary  pink  flowers.  I  did  not  keep  any  I 


expect  to  grow  quite  a  few  of  my  seedlings  to 
three  generations,  but  on  past  experience  will 
find  some  will  not  re-produce  “true.”  These  will 
also  be  discarded.  I  hope  to  retain  several  that 
will  be  great  semi-miniatures.  Flowers  from  some 
promising  seedlings  are  shown. 

Hybridizing  is  a  great  experience,  but  you  need 
to  be  patient,  discriminating,  and  philosophical. 


Winter,  African  Violets,  and 

Bonsai  Pots 

By  Albert  Case 


I  am  a  member  of  the  AVS  living  in  New 
Jersey  (Marlton).  In  the  long  cold  winter,  African 
violets  are  my  sanity  savior.  Looking  out  at  a 
lawn,  backyard,  and  driveway  covered  with 
snow  is  tiring.  Shoveling  it  is  more  tiring.  My 
escape  is  in  my  plant  room. 

It  is  on  these  snowy,  cold  days  that  I  sit 
among  my  plant  collections  of  cacti,  orchids,  and 
most  of  all  African  violets.  The  plants  give  me  an 
awareness  that  this  cold,  snowy,  long  winter  will 
be  over  in  the  next  couple  of  months.  In  the 
meantime,  I  pamper  my  African  violets. 

Why  African  violets?  Because  they  are  the 
most  friendly  of  all  the  plants  in  my  collection.  At 
no  time  is  one  not  in  bloom  or  getting  ready  to 


flower.  I  discovered  that  African  violets  are  a 
good  plant  for  bonsai  pots  that  I  pick  up  at  the 
Philadelphia  Flower  Show.  I  have  a  collection  of 
pots,  and  plant  all  sizes  of  African  violets  in 
them.  They  look  better  than  in  those  plastic  pots 
they  come  in.  I  am  now  in  possession  of  nine 
bonsai  pots  growing  African  violets. 

Those  of  us  who  stay  up  north  in  the  winter 
can  beat  the  winter  blues  with  a  window  sill,  or  a 
desk  top,  with  a  light,  and  two  or  three...!  would 
suggest  three,  African  violets.  They  would  perk 
up  the  cold,  gray  skies  of  winter.  This  is  only  my 
idea.  There  is  no  scientific  data  to  prove  my 
reasoning.  I  am  still  in  New  Jersey  and  at  last 
evaluation  I  am  sane.  At  least  I  think  I  am... 
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T&lly  Time  2010 

Susan  Anderson  •  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr.  •  Phoenix,  AZ  85042  •  sandersonl22@cox.net 

My  Time  is  a  summary  of  the  African  violet  varieties  and  species  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  awards  in  AVSA  Standard  Shows  throughout  the 
past  year.  1  am  pleased  to  present  the  2010  annual  report.  This  year’s  report  summarizes  results  of  63  shows  from  six  geographic  regions. 

According  to  show  themes,  our  beloved  African  violets  have  traveled  the  world  over  and  even  ventured  into  space  a  few  times!  In  2010,  violets  went 
on  vacation,  celebrated  holidays,  visited  the  Wizard  of  Oz  and  Dr.  Seuss,  enjoyed  the  circus,  toured  National  Parks,  and  shopped  at  Tiffany’s.  How  fun!  I 
wish  I  were  a  violet!  I  was  also  proud  to  see  many  affiliate  clubs  celebrated  anniversary  milestones.  Congratulations! 

As  you  will  see  in  the  list,  winning  varieties  include  many  well-known  favorites  and  also  several  newcomers.  Each  would  make  a  fabulous  addition  to 
your  collection. 

Please  remember  that  AVSA  now  offers  awards  for  Species  Collections.  Only  four  clubs  of  63  presented  awards  for  species  collections  in  2010,  so  I 
would  encourage  all  affiliates  to  consider  adding  this  class  to  their  next  show  schedule. 

Thanks  to  all  participating  affiliates  for  their  timely  submissions  of  reports  and  for  carefully  recording  variety  names.  To  have  your  show  winners 
included  in  the  annual  summary,  please  send  in  (by  mail  or  email)  completed  Tally  Time  forms  by  November  20th.  Keep  growing  and  showing! 


Total 

Number  of 
Awards 

Number 
Best  in 
Show 

Number 

Second 

Best 

Variety 

Hybridizer, 
Registration  No. 

Number  of 
Collection 
Awards 

Best  Standard, 
Semi,  Mini,  Trailer 
or  Species 

9 

2 

0 

Harbor  Blue 

T.  Weber  #6174 

5 

2 

8 

2 

1 

Picasso 

M.  Tremblay  #6924 

2 

3 

C/5 

7 

0 

0 

The  Alps 

K.  Horikoshi/H.  Sawara  #7813 

6 

1 

Q 

< 

7 

1 

0 

Ness’  Candy  Pink 

D.  Ness  #8133 

4 

2 

Q 

2 

S 

c/5 

6 

0 

Frozen  in  Time 

1  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses/Sorano  #9167  4 

1 

6 

1 

0 

Wild  Irish  Rose 

S.  Sorano  #8568 

3 

2 

5 

0 

0 

Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler 

P.  Hancock  #8745 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Apache  Primrose 

L.  Munk/J.  Munk 

4 

1 

15 

1 

1 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 

D.  Ness  #8136 

10 

3 

C/5 

w 

erf 

15 

3 

0 

Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy 

R.  Robinson  #7886 

9 

3 

14 

2 

0 

Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon 

R.  Robinson  #9462 

9 

3 

| 

8 

0 

1 

Jolly  Frills 

H.  Pittman  #9907 

6 

1 

u 

C/5 

7 

1 

0 

Rob’s  Scrumptious 

R.  Robinson  #9466 

5 

1 

6 

0 

0 

Irish  Flirt 

S.  Sorano  #7577 

5 

1 

16 

0 

3 

Rob’s  Chilly  Willy 

R.  Robinson  #9461 

4 

9 

C/5 

UJ 

H 

12 

3 

1 

Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet 

R.  Wilson  #8479  " 

2 

6 

6 

0 

1 

Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei 

S.  Sanders  #9372 

0 

5 

< 

Z 

5 

0 

0 

Rob’s  Jitterbug 

R.  Robinson  #8876 

3 

2 

5 

4 

0 

1 

Jolly  Orchid 

H.  Pittman  #9719 

1 

2 

4 

2 

0 

Petite  Blarney 

H.  Pittman 

0 

2 

15 

2 

2 

Rob’s  Boolaroo 

R.  Robinson  #8053 

3 

8 

C/5 

K! 

W 

J 

< 

7 

1 

0 

S.  8.  cl.  rupicola 

4 

2 

5 

0 

1 

Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli 

R.  Robinson  #8063 

2 

2 

H 

4 

1 

0 

Milky  Way  Trail 

J.  Stahl  #7169 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Rob’s  Galiwinku 

R.  Robinson  #8059 

1 

2 
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11 

1 

0 

5.  8.  cl.  rupicola 

4 

6 

9 

0 

1 

S.  5h.  cl.  velutina 

4 

4 

CA 

UJ 

7 

0 

1 

S.  5f.  cl  orbicularis  var.  purpurea 

2 

4 

M 

U 

UJ 

7 

1 

0 

S.  5a.  cl.  grandi folia  # 237 

1 

5 

0- 

<a 

5 

0 

0 

S.  5c  1.  cl.  ionantha 

2 

3 

5 

0 

0 

S.  5c  1  cl.  tongwensis 

2 

3 

4 

0 

0 

S.  5b  cl.  grotei 

1 

3 

The  following  table  lists  the  award  winners  by  geographical  regions 
Geographic  Region,  State/Province  (Number  of  Shows):  Region  I  Arizona  (2),  California  (5),  New 
Mexico  (1);  Region  II  Iowa  (2),  Illinois  (3),  Minnesota  (1),  Missouri  (4),  Nebraska  (1),  Ohio  (3),  Wisconsin 
(3);  Region  III  Connecticut  (3),  Delaware  (1),  New  Jersey  (4),  New  York  (8),  Pennsylvania  (1);  Region  IV 
Louisiana  (1),  Oklahoma  (1),  Texas  (8);  Region  V  Alabama  (1),  Florida  (3),  Georgia  (1),  Tennessee  (2); 
and  Region  VI  Nova  Scotia  (2),  Ontario  (3). 


Total  Number 

Geographical  Divisions 

Variety 

of  Awards 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

Harbor  Blue 

9 

9 

(A 

Q 

Picasso 

8 

2 

1 

1 

4 

OZ 

< 

The  Alps 

7 

6 

1 

D 

H 

Ness’  Candy  Pink 

7 

7 

Frozen  in  Time 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

V/J 

Wild  Irish  Rose 

6 

3 

1 

2 

Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Apache  Primrose 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

w 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue 

15 

9 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy 

15 

1 

5 

7 

1 

1 

1 

Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon 

14 

4 

6 

3 

1 

1 

Jolly  Frills 

8 

3 

5 

1 

Rob’s  Scrumptious 

7 

3 

3 

1 

(A 

Irish  Flirt 

6 

1 

2 

3 

S2 

Rob’s  Chilly  Willy 

16 

2 

3 

5 

1 

3 

2 

Orchid’s  Bumble  Magnet 

12 

6 

4 

2 

P 

Shirl’s  Hawaiian  Lei 

6 

1 

5 

£ 

Rob’s  Jitterbug 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

% 

Jolly  Orchid 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Petite  Blarney 

4 

2 

2 

S 

W 

M 

Rob’s  Boolaroo 

15 

3 

2 

6 

4 

5.  8.  cl  rupicola 

Rob’s  Lilli  Pilli 

7 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

rj 

3 

1 

Lh 

Milky  Way 

4 

1 

3 

Rob’s  Galiwinku 

3 

1 

2 

S.  8.  cl.  rupicola 

11 

3 

2 

4 

2 

S.  5h.  cl.  velutina 

9 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

CD 

W 

S.  5f.  cl.  orbicularis  var  purpurea  7 

1 

4 

2 

M 

U 

u 

S.  5a.  cl .  grandifolia  # 237 

7 

1 

5 

1 

Ou 

CA 

S.  5c  1.  cl.  ionantha 

5 

2 

2 

1 

5.  5c  1.  cl.  tongwensis 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

S.  5b.  cl.  grotei 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  Winners 

247 

39 

62 

67 

51 

8 

20 

Number  of  Shows  Reported 

63 

8 

17 

17 

10 

6 

5 
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THE  CINCINNATI  PROJECT  - 
GROWING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  IN 
AN  OUTDOOR  ZOOLOGICAL 

SETTING 

By  Karen  &  A1  Cenci 


Does  this  sound  like  a  bit  of  a  challenge? 
Growing  African  violets  in  the  spring,  summer, 
and  fall,  in  a  Zoological  setting? 

This  is  a  project  that  began  in  2005  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Cincinnati  Zoo  and  Botanical 
Center.  In  the  spring  of  2005, 1  was  contacted  by 
Deb  Zurich  -  Botanical  Garden  Manager  in 
Horticulture  at  the  Zoo,  and  was  as  asked  if  the 
Cincinnati  African  Violet  Society  would  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  participating  in  the  “Zoo  Blooms”  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  Cincinnati  Zoo. 

“Zoo  Blooms”  is  a  program  in  April  to  display 
spring  flowers  -  tulips,  daffodils,  hyacinths,  and 
crocuses  in  a  Zoo  setting.  The  Zoo  also  has 
indoor  flower  displays.  Penny  Wichman  and  I 
thought  that  this  would  be  a  great  way  to  display 
African  violets  and  other  kinds  of  gesneriads.  We 
discussed  this  in  a  meeting  with  other  CAVS 
members,  and  they  also  agreed  it  would  be  an 
interesting  project. 

We  chose  a  weekend  in  early  April.  Several 
club  members  helped  to  set  up  the  display.  Our 
display  was  in  the  Botanical  Center  Resource  area 
at  the  main  entrance.  The  building  has  a  wall  of 
windows  on  one  side.  The  Zoo  made  direction 
signs  to  our  display.  In  our  display,  we  wanted  to 
explain  the  different  types  of  African  violets  - 
minis,  semi-minis,  standards,  and  trailers.  We 
also  had  a  display  of  other  Gesneriads  such  as 
Streptocarpus  and  Epicia.  We  set  up  our  educa¬ 
tional  exhibit  that  we  use  at  our  shows,  along 
with  pamphlets,  handouts,  and  a  sign  up  sheet  to 
be  notified  about  meetings.  This  also  happened  to 
be  the  year  of  the  National  AVSA  convention  in 
Cincinnati,  so  we  passed  out  info  about  that 
event  and  the  local  Cincinnati  Show.  The  club 
members  signed  up  and  worked  two-hour  shifts. 


There  was  quite  a  bit  of  interest  in  our  exhibit. 
We  talked  to  lots  of  people  about  African  violets 
and  answered  many  questions  that  weekend. 

During  “Zoo  Blooms”  we  were  approached 
about  doing  an  outside  planting  of  African  violets 
on  the  “Jungle  Trails.”  We  thought  this  would  be 
a  real  challenge,  but  one  that  we  were  up  to. 
With  man-made  rock  walls  containing  pockets 
lined  in  moss,  Jungle  Trails  is  similar  to  the 
species’  native  environment.  We  used  the  man¬ 
made  rock  walls  and  a  rock  ledge.  There  were 
also  a  few  hollow  logs  that  worked  well  for 
African  violet  planting,  and  the  area  is  shaded 
overhead  by  bamboo  and  maintains  high  humid¬ 
ity.  Filtered  sunlight  was  also  available  for  the 
African  violet  plants. 


Penny,  Al,  and  I  took  turns  fertilizing,  water¬ 
ing,  and  grooming  the  plants  twice  a  week  until 
the  first  frost.  We  were  surprised  by  the  results. 
Our  concern  was  that  the  plants  that  were  raised 
inside  would  have  difficulty  adapting  to  outside 
growing  conditions,  but  we  were  amazed  at  how 
well  they  grew.  Another  challenge  we  met  were 
visits  from  chipmunks  and  squirrels,  removing 
and  chewing  some  of  the  plants. 
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While  we  were  working  on  the  plants,  Zoo 
visitors  frequently  stopped  to  talk  and  ask  ques¬ 
tions.  The  Botanical  Garden  Manager  decided  to 
make  us  Zoo  Volunteers,  so  that  we  could  come 
and  go  on  an  “as  needed  basis”  without  having 
to  pay  admission  each  time. 

The  first  year,  we  planted  African  violets  from 
our  collections.  The  following  years,  we  used 
additional  plants  such  as  African  violet  species, 
Streptocarpus ,  Epicia ,  and  Sreptocarpella .  The 
Cincinnati  Zoo  and  Botanical  Garden  provided  a 
sign  explaining  about  the  vanishing  species  and 
a  map  of  Africa.  There  was  also  a  sign  giving 
credit  to  the  Cincinnati  African  Violet  Society  for 
display  of  the  African  violet  plants. 

The  second  year,  the  Zoo  provided  a  larger  log 
for  our  use.  A1  drilled  4"  holes  in  the  log  to  assist 
in  planting  the  African  violets.  This  gave  us  room 
for  our  soil  and  plants.  It  also  allowed  us  to 
arrange  the  plants  better  and  also  held  more 
moisture  for  them. 

Even  though  it  rained,  we  would  still  check 
the  plants.  During  dry  periods,  the  plants  were 
still  moist.  This  surprised  us.  The  only  logical 
reason  was  because  of  humidity.  I  was  interested 
to  find  out  about  how  much  humidity  the  plants 
were  exposed  to.  Using  my  hygrometer  and  ther¬ 
mometer,  I  discovered  that  the  temperature  was 
85  degrees  and  the  humidity  was  80%. 


One  year,  the  Zoo  thinned  out  some  of  the 
bamboo  around  our  display  area.  The  African 
violets  bloomed  better  because  of  the  more  light. 
We  are  now  in  our  6th  year,  and  we  are  continu¬ 
ing  with  this  project  next  year.  This  has  been  a 
great  learning  experience  for  us.  I  encourage  all 
of  you  to  contact  your  local  Zoo  and  try  to  do 
plantings  for  them. 


AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger 

2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  November  1  -  December  31,  2010 


Multicolor 

Patricia  Huffman,  Carmichaels,  PA 


Two-tone 

Carol  Brey,  Tucson,  AZ 
Carolyn  Lantz,  Tlmberville,  VA 


Thumbprint 

African  Violet  Society  of  Denver,  Chapter  I, 
Denver,  CO 

“In  appreciation  of  the  Booster  Fund  projects” 
Heather  Finke,  Beachwood,  OH 
Gwen  Goodship-Patience,  Berkshire,  England 
Judith  L.  Anderson,  Simi  Valley,  CA 
joy  Rohan,  Gainesville,  FL 
Barbara  D.  Taswell-Miller,  Olathe,  KS 


Total  Contributions:  $209.00 
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AVSA  Affiliates 


Lynne  Wilson,  Affiliates  Chairman 
645  Hudson  Avenue  •  T^mpa,  FL  33606-3926 
Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 


START  WITH  A  PLAN 


AVSA  Affiliated  Clubs  all  share 
something  in  common.  Our  objective  is  ^ 
to  afford  a  convenient  and  beneficial  A' 
association  of  persons  interested  in 
the  propagation  and  culture  of  the 
African  violet  (Saintpaulia)  and  its  ^ 
relatives.  Anyone  who  shares  this 
interest  is  eligible  to  join  in  and  become  a  ^/r?g 
member. 

Our  affiliates  are  found  world- wide,  and  we  all 
share  in  the  love  of  the  African  violet.  To  continue 
this  association,  year  after  year,  each  club  needs  a 
plan.  The  question  I  hear  the  most  is  how  to  keep 
the  interest  of  members  and  how  to  get  more 
members.  The  only  answer  to  these  questions  is 
to  give  people  what  they  want.  What  they  want  is 
to  learn  how  to  grow  African  violets! 

Programs 

The  executive  board  or  program  chairman 
needs  to  decide  upon  the  programs  to  be  offered 
in  the  year  ahead.  The  best  option  includes 
those  programs  that  interest  our  newer 
members  but  do  not  bore  our  more  experienced 
members.  Consider  your  group’s  membership. 
Do  you  have  any  people  in  your  group  that 
specialize  in  growing  trailers?  Ask  them  to 
speak  about  their  trials  and  tribulations  while 
learning  how  to  bring  out  the  best  in  their 
individual  African  violets.  The  same  can  be  said 
about  minis,  semi  miniatures,  and  standards. 
Some  members  love  growing  the  species  African 
violets.  All  these  members  share  a  passion  for 
their  unique  African  violets  and  in  turn  can 
share  this  with  their  fellow  members. 

Our  newer  clubs  may  not  have  any  members 
with  much  experience  or  only  one  member  who 
has  grown  African  violets  for  a  while.  It  would 
be  a  lot  of  pressure  for  the  founding  member  to 


have  to  create  a  program  for  each 
meeting.  This  is  where  it  is  possible  to 
bring  your  members  together  to 
share.  Ask  you  members  for  specific 
topics  that  they  would  like  to  learn 
more  about.  Once  your  group’s 
interests  are  established,  you  can  pass 
the  hat  and  have  your  members  draw 
the  various  topics  they  will  research  and 
present  at  a  future  meeting.  There  is  no  better 
tool  for  the  beginner  than  to  learn  enough  about 
a  subject  to  follow  through  with  presenting  that 
information  to  the  club. 

Look  for  programs  of  interest  in  your  area. 
Does  your  city  or  county  have  a  Master 
Gardeners  program?  Those  programs  can  supply 
you  with  many  knowledgeable  speakers  capable 
of  speaking  on  topics  ranging  from  beneficial 
insects  to  water  barrels. 

State,  City,  and  County  Agricultural 
Extension  offices  often  have  speakers  available, 
and  local  Garden  Supply  stores  are  another 
source  of  knowledge. 

Consider  your  group  taking  a  field  trip  and 
visiting  other  AVSA  Affiliated  Clubs  within 
driving  distance.  Check  out  the  ‘events’  section 
on  the  AVSA  website.  Most  clubs  have  their 
shows  at  about  the  same  time  each  year.  Make 
note  of  shows  and  groups  near  your  location 
and  plan  on  attending  some  in  place  of  your 
meeting.  Field  trips  to  growers  in  your  area  will 
give  your  members  a  visual  experience.  Seeing 
how  the  various  methods  a  grower  uses  might 
apply  to  their  homes  and  growing  area  will 
often  serve  as  an  incentive  to  your  members  for 
better  culture  overall. 

Club  participation  in  community  activities  is 
one  way  to  help  in  attracting  new  members.  Do 
you  have  a  local  botanical  garden  that  invites 
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clubs  in  for  annual  or  biannual  sales?  Fairs, 
both  state  and  local,  often  invite  garden  clubs  to 
display  their  specialties.  Garden  supply  stores 
will  often  let  a  local  club  set  up  a  display  and 
allow  advertizing  of  this  event.  Advertise 
everything  your  club  is  participating  in.  If  your 


local  newspaper  will  not  advertise  garden 
events,  then  your  library  and  garden  centers 
might. 

Keep  your  questions  and  ideas  coming.  I 
hope  you  gain  both  new  members  and  enthusi¬ 
asm  from  your  current  members. 


50th  Anniversary  of  Rocky 
Mountain  African  Violet  Council 

By  Melissa  Shopnitz 


While  working  on  the  2010-2011  Rocky 
Mountain  AV  Council  yearbook,  I  noticed  that  a 
very  special  anniversary  was  coming  up  for  our 
Council.  Fifty  years  ago,  people  from  three  differ¬ 
ent  Denver  area  clubs  came  together  to  form  a 
local  Council.  On  May  28  this  milestone  event 
will  be  attended  by  the  members  from  the  six 
clubs  that  currently  make  up  the  Council.  The 
clubs  are:  African  Violet  Society  of  Denver  - 
Chapter  1,  Gloxinia  Gesneriad  Growers,  Hi 
Country  Judges  Workshop,  Loveland  Sweetheart 
Violettes  Society,  Mile  High  Violet  Society,  Ultra 
Violet  Club,  and  several  individual  members.  Of 
todays’  six  clubs,  AVS  of  Denver,  Chapter  1  is  the 
only  remaining  founding  club  of  RMAVC. 

For  this  special  occasion,  I  decided  to  compile 
RMAVC’s  history  and  how  each  current  club 
relates  to  that  history.  Not  being  able  to  do  this 
by  myself,  I  reached  out  to  the  members  of  the 
various  clubs  to  help  me  and  made  a  special 
request  to  the  oldest  club,  Chapter  1 .  Through  the 
generosity  of  individuals  and  clubs,  I  received  a 
treasure  trove  of  old  RMAVC  yearbooks,  newslet¬ 
ters,  show  schedules,  and  newspaper  articles.  My 


request  to  Chapter  1  netted  a  loan  of  an  amazing 
amount  of  information  on  other  area  clubs  and 
RMAVC  through  their  minutes  dating  clear  back 
to  their  start  ini 948.  Their  minutes  included 
members  names,  the  formation  of  other  clubs, 
pre-RMAVC  show  information  from  the  AO’s, 
and  early  attempts  at  forming  a  Council. 

As  I  read  through  the  minutes,  I  had  to 
wonder  why  Chapter  1  members  felt  it  was  so 
important  to  unify  the  area  clubs.  Then,  much  to 
my  surprise,  I  found  the  answer.  Minutes  dated 
April  27,  1961,  Chapter  l’s  secretary  wrote:  “The 
purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  work  toward  plans 
for  an  organized  group  or  Council,  so  that  we  can 
have  better  African  violet  shows  in  the  future 
with  wider  participation  from  groups,  and 
individuals.”  I  also  found  mention  that  Council 
dues  were  $5.00  for  the  entire  club! 

Since  that  first  show,  the  clubs  of  Council  have 
joined  forces,  held  a  show,  and  invited  the  public 
to  attend.  And  50  years  later,  the  members  of  the 
six  clubs  still  follow  that  course.  They  will  come 
together  and  work  hard  with  the  end  results 
being  another  beautiful  show. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob ’s  Jitterbug 

Hybridized  and  Exhibited  by:  Ralph  Robinson 

Miniature 


36  African  Violet  Magazine 


March  •  April  2011 


Mac’s 

Simply 

Sublime 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized 
by.-  George  McDonald 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Episcia 

‘Suomi’ 

Exhibited  by.- 

Beverley  Williams 


A  ffi  •*  to,  ” 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Don’t  Give  Up,  Just  Take  a  Break! 

By  Bob  Green 


Sometimes,  when  working  on  an  interpretive 
arrangement,  you  may  find  your  attention 
drifting  from  the  design.  You  may  not  realize  the 
break  in  attention  soon  enough,  and  find  that 
you  have  lost  control  of  your  arrangement.  You 
don’t  know  what  you  are  doing  or  what  to  do 
next;  you  are  just  fumbling,  without  creative 
purpose.  When  you  find  yourself  in  this  dilemma, 
don’t  give  up,  just  take  a  break;  then,  try  the 
following: 

Re-examine  your  materials.  Think  back  to 
your  very  first  feelings  about  your  plant  materi¬ 
als,  accessories,  etc.  A  reexamination  may  help 
revive  those  first  intuitive  feelings;  or  it  may 
point  out  errors  you  made  in  selecting  your 
materials.  Ask  yourself,  “What  was  the 
stimulus?  What  was  my  intent  at  the  start? 
Why  did  I  select  these  particular  materials? 
Have  I  failed  to  utilize  the  unique  qualities  of 
my  materials?”  The  longer  you  look  at  your 
materials,  the  less  you  will  see  and  experience 
them.  While  you  are  working  on  an  arrange¬ 
ment,  look  away  frequently;  look  at  other 
shapes  and  colors  so  that  you  are  better  able  to 
see  and  remain  sensitive  to  the  materials  in 
your  arrangement. 

Readjust  or  remove  material.  Ask  yourself, 
“Does  each  piece  of  material  contribute  to  the 
arrangement?”  If  not,  remove  some  of  the  mate¬ 
rial  or  readjust  it  until  it  plays  a  part  in  the 
arrangement.  When  you  are  not  satisfied  with 
your  arrangement  and  are  not  certain  as  to  how 
to  improve  it,  try  removing  material  rather  than 
adding  more.  Remove  material  until  the  strength 
of  the  arrangement,  as  originally  perceived,  can 
be  seen  and  felt  again.  Then  add  other  materials 
judiciously.  If  materials  are  added  without  you 
feeling  or  knowing  why  or  for  what  purpose  in 
the  arrangement,  control  over  your  materials  has 
been  hopelessly  lost.  When  your  arrangement 
has  reached  this  state,  it  is  advisable  to  make  a 
fresh  start. 

Stop  a  while  and  do  something  else.  When 


you  feel  uncertain  as  to  what  to  do  next,  stop 
working  on  your  arrangement  and  go  back  to  it 
later.  Later  may  be  an  hour  or  even  days.  Then, 
when  you  do  go  back  to  it  and  you  still  don’t 
know  what  to  do  next,  try  holding  up  colors  and 
shapes  at  various  points  in  the  arrangement. 
Sometimes  this  will  inspire  the  needed  idea.  Also, 
try  looking  at  your  arrangement  from  different 
angles  and  at  different  distances.  Consider,  also, 
that  something  that  looks  wrong  may  be  the 
result  of  other  materials  in  the  arrangement. 
Look  above,  below,  across,  and  beside  the  part  of 
the  arrangement  that  bothers  you.  You  may  find 
that  by  correcting  or  adjusting  other  materials, 
the  problem  has  been  solved. 

Reconsider  relationships.  A  problem  area  in  an 
arrangement  can  be  of  great  value.  It  can  stimu¬ 
late  you  to  find  new  relationships  which  you 
otherwise  might  not  even  consider.  When  an 
arrangement  comes  to  a  standstill,  it  sometimes 
helps  to  place  a  piece  of  material  so  completely 
out  of  balance  that  your  imagination  literally 
leaps  to  find  a  counterbalancing  agent.  You 
should  always  force  yourself  to  reevaluate  the 
importance  of  each  relationship  in  an  interpretive 
arrangement.  You  should  ask  yourself,  “Have  I 
made  the  most  of  the  materials  and  relationships 
in  my  arrangement? Could  1  adjust  them  to 
increase  interest  without  adding  other  materials 
and  other  relationships?  If  I  add  new  directional 
movements,  will  they  clarify  the  expression  of 
my  entire  arrangement  or  will  they  conflict?” 
These  are  important  questions  a  designer  should 
ask  as  the  arrangement  evolves.  Without  this 
constant  check,  there  is  no  way  of  knowing 
when  to  stop  working  on  a  particular  arrange¬ 
ment.  When  you  feel  the  arrangement  has  life, 
that  it  is  expressive  and  stimulating,  stop.  Your 
arrangement  should  be  complete. 

From  the  Dixie  News, 
Publication  of  the  Dixie  AYS 
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Growing  Gesneriads  with 
Natural  and  Artificial  Light 

By  Gillian  E  Smith 


I  started  growing  Gesneriads  several  years  ago 
using  natural  light,  and  I’ve  grown  around  10-11 
different  varieties.  Most  successful  have  been 
kohierias,  mainly  from  South  America.  The  name 
Kohieria  was  given  to  this  group  of  plants  in 
1848  by  Edouard  Regel  in  honor  of  Zurich  botany 
teacher  Michael  Kohler.  Also  growing  well  are 
episcias  (sometimes  known  as  Flame  Violets)  and 
sinningias,  both  from  Central  and  South  America. 

Natural  Light 

My  first  Gesneriad,  Kohieria  ‘Red  Ryder’  grew 
very  tall,  averaging  30  centimetres  (1  foot)  with 
feral  red  flowers,  thick  stems  and  bushy  leaves. 

Gesneriads  that  thrive  in  the  south-facing 
window  of  my  warm  apartment  are  Kohieria 
‘Red  Ryder,’  K  ‘Peridot’s  Cowichan’  and  K. 
‘Ampallang,’  Episcia  ‘Suomi’  and  Sinningia 
‘Apricot  Bouquet.’  Chirita  and  Streptocarpus 
prefer  cooler  conditions  to  grow.  I  use  potting  soil 
with  perlite  and  fertilize  when  watering. 

Kohieria  ‘Red  Ryder’  and  K  ‘Ampallang’  are 
robust  growers,  producing  rhizomes  rapidly. 
Kohieria  ‘Ampallang’  has  deep  pink,  spotted 
flowers.  Despite  the  many  and  beautiful  blooms,  I 
found  size  means  both  these  kohierias  need  con¬ 
trol  rather  than  encouragement.  Lights  control 
the  height. 

Both  Kohieria  ‘Peridot’s  Cowichan,’  with  tiger¬ 
like  orange  flowers,  and  Episcia  ‘Suomi’  with  flat 
yellow  flowers  need  a  moist  environment  to 
prevent  leaves  drying  and  curling.  A  tray  with  a 
constantly  wet  capillary  mat  keeps  foliage 
smooth.  These  plants  are  medium-size  in  sum¬ 
mer  but  grow  tall  and  thin  as  daylight  lessens 
between  November  and  March. 

Sinningia  ‘Apricot  Bouquet’  sends  up  fragrant 
leaves  from  its  tubers  year  round.  The  plants 
grow  abundant  foliage  and  flower  rapidly  on  my 
hot,  sunny  deck  in  summer.  When  cold  weather 
comes,  I  keep  them  in  large  pots  in  the  window.  I 


trim  the  leaves,  turn  the  pots  frequently,  and  treat 
the  plants  as  semi-dormant  until  they  go  outside 
again.  Keeping  leaves  on  the  tubers  protects 
them  from  the  local  landowners,  squirrels,  which 
eat  anything  in  a  container  that  does  not  have 
foliage.  Masses  of  slim  tube-shaped  apricot 
flowers  attract  insects,  but  the  shoots  grow  long, 
thin,  and  paler  as  daylight  decreases. 

Artificial  Light 

The  plants  mentioned  above,  as  well  as 
Episcia  ‘Chocolate  Velour.’  E.  ‘Jim’s  Ruby  Moon’ 
and  E.  ‘Jim’s  Silver  Stone,’  Sinningia  ‘Dollbaby,’ 
and  Petrocosmea  rosettifolia  and  P.  ‘Fluffer 
Nutter’  now  grow  under  lights.  Most  can  produce 
flowers  while  only  10-15  centimetres  (4-6 
inches)  tall  on  my  Floralight®  tray  with  a  timer 
set  at  eight  hours  per  day.  There’s  more  flexibility 
and  control  over  plants  with  artificial  light.  As 
well  as  discouraging  height,  the  constant  light 
from  a  fixed  source  means  the  plants  grow 
straight  up  -  no  leaning  to  follow  the  course  of 
the  sun.  Survival  of  very  small  plants  and  start¬ 
ing  plants  from  rhizome  pieces  is  faster  and  more 
likely  in  winter  under  lights. 

The  distance  of  the  lights  from  the  plants  can 
be  adjusted,  so  tiny  Petrocosmeas  and  miniature 
Sinningias  can  continue  growing  all  winter. 

I  find  the  atmosphere  under  lights  is  dryer 
than  next  to  the  window.  I  keep  all  my  plants  on 
trays  with  capillary  mats,  kept  wet,  but  under  the 
lights,  these  diy  up  within  four  to  five  days  and 
need  more  maintenance  than  when  in  the  win¬ 
dow.  Lights  stimulate  growth  more  reliably  than 
the  sun,  help  speed  up  propagation,  and  produce 
a  regular  appearance.  A  light  stand  is  essential  to 
growing  more  than  a  few  Gesneriads  in  Toronto’s 
climate. 

From  the  Toronto 
Gesneriad  Society  Newsletter 
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Hi-Tech  Kitchen  Composting 

By  Beatrice  S.  Neall 


To  make  your  own  compost,  some  hi-tech 
equipment  is  necessary.  First  of  all,  you  need  a 
place  near  the  back  door  so  you  can  empty  the 
daily  kitchen  garbage  without  getting  your  feet 
wet.  Then  you  need  a  piece  of  1/2  inch  mesh 
wire  fencing,  three  feet  high  and  five  feet  long. 

And  you  need  a  plastic  bucket  for  collecting 
kitchen  scraps. 

Here’s  how  to  proceed.  Make  the  fencing  into 
a  cylinder,  overlapping  as  much  as  you  desire. 
Then  fasten  it  at  the  top  and  bottom  with  twist 
wire.  Fold  the  wire  first  like  a  hairpin,  insert  it 
from  the  inside  out,  and 
twist  it  on  the  outside. 

Level  the  ground,  set  it 
up,  and  you  have  your 
compost  bin.  It  helps  to 
have  a  bag  of  leaves  next 
to  it  to  cover  the  garbage 
each  day. 

Keep  dumping  until  the 
bin  is  full.  Then  open  up 
the  cylinder  and  shovel 
the  pile  over  to  one  side. 

Set  up  the  bin  again  and 
fill  it  up  as  before.  This 
time  you  can  cover  the 
fresh  garbage  with  the  old 
stuff. 

For  years  I  had  a 
problem  with  smells  and 
swarms  of  tiny  flies 
emanating  from  the  bin.  Then  I  accidentally 
found  a  solution  that  delighted  me.  I  had  a 
product  called  “FLOW”  from  Gardens  Alive 
(Gardens.Alive.com,  $10).  FLOW  contains 
bacteria  designed  eat  up  the  black  gunk  that 
clogs  up  drains.  I  had  some  of  this  left,  maybe 
half  a  cup,  and  poured  it  on  my  compost  bin. 
The  results  were  amazing.  The  bacteria  went 
to  work  digesting  the  compost  until  it  was 
black  and  wet.  More  remarkable  -  no  smell,  no 
flies! 


One  day  I  dug  into  the  wet  pile  and  saw 
quantities  of  white  worms  -  enough  to  start  an 
Egyptian  plague  if  they  “hatched.”  I  e-mailed 
our  Chattanooga  county  agent,  and  told  him  my 
compost  was  full  of  white  worms.  He  said  I 
wasn’t  doing  it  right  -  compost  should  heat  up 
and  kill  all  pests.  So  I  added  horse  manure  to  the 
pile  and  the  worms  disappeared.  But  when  I  took 
a  sample  of  the  worms  to  him  for  inspection,  he 
was  delighted  -  just  the  right  thing  for  compost, 
he  said.  The  worms  (which  he  identified  as  pill 
bugs)  would  produce  droppings  to  enrich  the 

compost.  So,  worms  or  no 
worms,  the  result  is  good 
black  compost. 

Now  my  composting  is 
very  easy.  I  just  keep 
shoveling  the  compost 
from  the  old  pile  over  the 
fresh  stuff  in  the  bin  in  a 
constant  cycle. By  spring 
I’ll  have  compost  for 
indoor  and  outdoor 
gardening.  For  my  potting 
soil,  I  sift  the  compost 
through  a  piece  of  the  1/2 
inch  wire  fencing  and 
sterilize  it  in  the 
microwave. 

I  have  read  that 
fertilizer  containing  urea  is 
not  good  for  violets  unless 
there  is  compost  in  the  soil  mix.  Problem  solved. 
Also  compost  with  charcoal  is  supposed  to  make 
an  exceedingly  rich  soil.  (See  my  article,  “Magic 
Black  Soil  of  the  Ancient  Amazon,  African  Violet 
Magazine,  March/ April  2008,  p.  34). 

Whenever  I  prepare  fruits  and  vegetables,  I 
put  my  plastic  bucket  in  the  sink  for  easy 
disposal  of  the  peelings.  If  you  are  eating  the 
recommended  six  servings  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  a  day,  you  have  the  makings  of  lots 
of  rich  compost! 
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Before  You  Leave  for  Philadelphia . . . 

~  some  last-minute  things  to  consider  before  the 
2011  AVSA  Convention  begins  ~ 

By  Rich  Follett 


Hard  as  it  is  to  believe,  the  2011  Cherry 
Hill/Philadelphia  AVSA  Convention  “Life,  Liberty, 
and  the  Pursuit  of  Violets”  is  upon  us!  Provided  you 
have  made  your  reservations  (if  you  haven’t,  RUN 
to  your  computer,  print  out  the  form,  and  mail  it  in 
immediately!),  it  is  time  now  to  think  about  weather, 
packing,  planning,  etc.  Here  are  a  few  helpful  items 
for  you  to  consider  in  these  final  weeks: 

•  Weather:  www.rssweather.com  reports  that  the 
average  temperature  for  Philadelphia  is  75 
degrees  by  day,  55  degrees  at  night  -  certainly 
comfortable  by  anyone’s  standards.  May  is  tied 
with  September  as  the  second  rainiest  month  of 
the  year  in  Philadelphia,  with  an  average 
rainfall  of  3.88  inches,  meaning  that  it  will 
most  certainly  rain  at  least  once 

during  your  visit!  The  good 
news  is  that  the  ‘sunny  hours’ 
index  (how  much  of  the  time  it 
is  sunny  during  daylight  hours) 

57%,  which  means  that  there  is 
slightly  better  than  50/50 
chance  that  the  sun  will  be  out 
during  the  daytime  when  tours 
happen.  If  you  bring  a 
waterproof  windbreaker,  you 
should  be  comfortable  and  dry  throughout  your 
stay.  All  in  all,  the  outlook  is,  well . . .  sunny! 

•  Packing/planning:  packing  light  is  always  a 
good  idea,  especially  if  you  are  flying.  Apart 
from  banquet  wear,  comfort  is  the  rule  -  bring 
a  few  comfortable  pieces  of  clothing  that  can 
be  mixed  and  matched  rather  than  a  complete 
new  outfit  for  each  day!  I  always  travel  to  the 
AVSA  convention  with  a  lightweight,  empty 
duffle  bag  (small  enough  to  fit  in  the  overhead 
compartment  of  an  airplane)  which  I  fill  with 
all  the  plants,  goodies,  etc.  that  I  swear  I  will 
not  buy  and  then  load  up  on.  Call  the  airline 
before  you  fly  to  avoid  extra  charges  -  most 


allow  your  suitcase,  a  carry-on  and  a  personal 
item  -  you  can  travel  with  two  items  and  the 
empty/later  to  be  full  duffle  bag  can  be  your 
“personal  item”  on  the  way  home.  If  you  get 
overloaded  (who  doesn’t?)  remember  that  this 
year,  as  in  the  past,  flat-rate  USPS  boxes  will 
be  available  for  you  to  ship  plants  ,  supplies, 
laundry  or  personal  items  home  from  the 
convention  (so  you  can  carry  your  purchases 
with  you)  -  just  pack  and  pay  and  the  boxes 
will  be  mailed  for  you! 

Finally,  a  brief  checklist  of  ‘extras’  you  might 

want  to  bring  to  make  the  most  of  your  time  at 

AVSA  2011: 

1 .  Small  plastic  Ziploc  bags  (for  leaf  trades) 

2.  Black  Sharpie  markers  (for 
labeling  your  leaves) 

3.  Some  8  oz.  and  16  oz. 
paper  cups  (excellent  tem¬ 
porary  ‘travel  sleeves’  for 
AV  babies!) 

4.  Some  personal  calling  cards 
or  slips  of  paper  with  your 
name,  phone  number  and  e- 
mail  address 

5.  Your  ‘wish  list’  (to  carry  in 
the  Sales  Room,  etc.  so  you  don’t  forget  what 
you  want!) 

6.  Wish  list  items  for  friends  who  cannot  attend 

7.  A  printed  list  (if  you  have  one)  of  what’s  in 
YOUR  collection  (for  sharing  with  others) 

8.  A  small  bag  of  potting  medium  (you  wouldn’t 
believe  how  many  times  I  have  wished  I  had 
this!) 

9.  Pre-packaged  leaves  of  unusual  or  hard-to  find 
AVs  that  you  can  share  (great  bartering  chips!) 

10.  Pre-printed  info  about  your  AV  club  meeting 
dates  and  times  for  potential  new  members 

Travel  safely  -  we  will  see  you  in  Cherry 

Hill/Philadelphia! 
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Technology  -  Friend  or  Foe 

John  Carter,  AVSA  2nd  Vice  President 


Technology  has  been  becoming  more  of  our 
lives  on  a  daily  basis  from  “essential”  things  like 
email  to  more  personal  networking  such  as 
Facebook.  The  Internet  has  opened  access  to 
information  sources  we  would  not  have  had  as 
recently  as  five  years  ago.  Printed  publications 
are  being  discontinued  and  replaced  with  online 
sources.  Information  that  used  to  take  time  to 
compose,  typeset,  print,  and  distribute,  now 
appears  on  the  Internet  within  hours  or  minutes. 

Printed  publications  were  limited  to  sources  that 
had  the  funds  to  publish  them  and  were  generally 
from  reliable  sources  since  they  would  not  be  able 
to  sell  their  publication  in  the  future  if  they  did  not 
provide  accurate  and  reliable  information. 

If  we  initiate  a  search  for  information  on  the 
Internet,  we  will  most  likely  get  thousands,  if  not 
a  million,  hits  for  the  keywords  we  search  for. 
Many  will  not  be  appropriate  at  all,  some  will  be 
from  unreliable  sources  (sometimes  difficult  to 
verify)  and  other  sources  will  be  just  what  we 
were  looking  for... maybe.  We  need  to  keep  in 
mind  the  WWW  -  World  Wide  Web  environment. 

Is  the  information  provided  by  a  source  in 
another  part  of  the  world  appropriate  for  our 
consideration?  Different  climates,  environmental 
conditions,  cultures,  and  language  differences  are 
some  of  the  factors  that  must  be  considered  when 
analyzing  and  using  information  from  sources  on 
the  Internet.  We  must  also  try  to  determine:  is 
this  person  knowledgeable,  with  good  informa¬ 
tion,  or  is  this  someone  who  likes  or  wants  to 
help  others  and  shares  what  they  believe  will  be 
helpful  to  others. 

Facebook  is  generally  more  limited  in  scope 
and  most  of  our  contacts  will  be  “Friends.”  Photos 
can  be  shared  to  add  another  dimension  to  our 
search  for  information.  A  picture  can  be  worth 
1,000  words  if  it  properly  illustrates  the  problem 
or  information  trying  to  be  communicated. 

African  violet  societies  are  experiencing 
declining  membership  due  to  a  number  of 
reasons.  One  of  the  reasons  is  members  are 


getting  information  from  the  Internet  and  online 
sources  instead  of  joining  and  participating  in 
society  meetings,  which  used  to  be  the  best  and 
most  dependable  source  of  information.  People 
today  do  not  take  the  time  to  attend  these 
meetings  since  they  can  get  answers  from  an 
online  source  when  and  where  they  need  it,  not 
just  when  the  program  is  available  at  a  meeting. 

What  can  African  violet  societies  do  to  combat 
this  trend?  This  is  a  question  that  many  are  ask¬ 
ing.  I  can’t  say  that  I  have  the  answer,  but  offer 
these  thoughts  for  consideration: 

1)  People  have  social  needs.  Make  them  feel  part 
of  the  group  and  needed  for  their  contribu¬ 
tions,  whether  special  knowledge,  experience, 
or  their  favorite  brownie  recipe.  Plan  your 
meetings  so  that  there  is  time  for  social  inter¬ 
action.  Share  some  light  refreshments  for  a 
few  minutes  before  or  after  the  program.  Make 
personal  phone  calls  or  emails  to  follow  up 
when  they  miss  a  meeting.  Let  them  know 
they  were  missed.  Especially  follow  up  when 
members  do  not  renew  their  membership. 

2)  Members  may  have  problems  or  questions 
completely  unrelated  to  the  program  being 
offered.  Provide  time  during,  before,  or  after 
the  meeting  to  address  questions  or  problems 
from  members  whether  or  not  it  is  related  to 
the  program  topic.  The  society  exists  to  seme 
the  members.  Answering  questions  and  solv¬ 
ing  problems  are  their  need.  Ensure  that  the 
questions  are  accepted  in  a  friendly  manner 
and  the  best  source  (member  or  publication)  is 
referenced  to  insure  a  dependable  answer.  If 
no  one  knows  the  answer,  say  so,  and  offer  to 
research  the  problem  to  get  an  answer  for 
them. 

3)  Keep  boring  business  out  of  your  regular 
meetings.  Keep  business  meetings  separate 
but  open  to  all  members.  If  a  vote  is  needed 
for  elections  or  expenditures,  provide  the 
information  ahead  of  time  so  explanation  and 
discussion  can  be  minimal. 
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4)  Plan  and  offer  an  educational  program  at 
every  meeting  unless  you  have  a  special 
activity.  Tty7  to  invite  outside  speakers  to  offer 
something  different.  Look  at  what  is  offered 
from  new  technologies,  DVD,  PowerPoint, 
Internet  sources,  and  similar  sources.  Don’t 
overlook  your  own  members  -  you  may  have 
an  excellent  teacher  in  your  group.  If  your 
facilities  permit,  offer  multiple  sessions  at  one 
meeting  to  meet  the  needs  of  members  who 
may  have  a  special  interest  that  would  not  be 
of  interest  to  the  majority. 

If  you  are  a  member  of  an  African  violet 
society,  you  share  in  the  responsibility  to  main¬ 
tain  your  membership  and  help  attract  others. 
Your  attendance  is  important.  You  can  encourage 
others  to  attend  by  being  there.  Offer 
suggestions  for  the  types  of  programs  you  would 


benefit  from.  Share  your  successes  and  your 
problems  with  the  membership.  Take  a  package 
of  cookies  or  a  jug  of  tea  to  share.  Meet  and 
greet,  and  you  will  find  new  friends  and  become 
someone’s  friend.  These  friendships  often  last  for 
years.  (They  might  even  become  your  Facebook 
friend!) 

Are  we  letting  technology  become  our  friend 
or  foe?  Can  we  show  people  that  the  human 
element  of  an  African  violet  society  is  worth  the 
time  it  takes  to  attend  a  meeting,  and  that  their 
friendship  is  important  to  us?  Can  we  show  that 
our  source  of  information  is  as  convenient  and 
reliable  as  the  online  sources?  Or,  are  we  leaning 
towards  the  technology  side  and  skipping  the 
meetings  when  the  program  does  not  sound 
interesting?  Are  YOU  contributing  to  the  death  of 
your  African  violet  society? 


Philadelphia  201 1  Convention  Show  Awards 


Time  is  short  to  contribute  to  the  2011 
Philadelphia  Convention  Show,  “Life,  Liberty  and 
the  Pursuit  of  Violets”.  Your  individual  or  club 
donations  are  always  appreciated,  and  it  is  not 
too  late  to  get  one  in  the  mail.  The  awards  that 
we  give  are  important  because  they  encourage 
people  to  show  their  plants,  and  the  awards  serve 
as  a  reward  for  their  hard  work.  Members  and 
affiliates  make  these  awards  possible  through 
their  donations,  and  we  encourage  each  of  you  to 
consider  giving  an  award.  Here  are  the  latest 
donations  to  the  fund: 

Undesignated  Awards: 

$100  -  Ovella  Hall  in  memory  of  Elmer  & 

Fannie  Hall  (AR) 

$100-  Lakeshore  AVS  of  Toronto  (Canada) 

$50  -  Sherrie  &  Phil  Wallace  (OK) 

$50  -  Tustana  AV  Society  (CA) 

$50  -  Baltimore  AV  Club  (MD) 

$50  -  Lincoln  AV  Society  (NE) 

$25  -  No.  Texas  AV  Judges  Council  (TX) 

$25  -  AV  Council  of  So.  California  (CA) 

$25  -  Vicki  &  Warren  Ringer  (CA) 

$25  -  Joyce  Stenger  &  John  Nabors  (TX)  in 
memory  of  Gerri  Goins 


$25  -  Diablo  Gesneriad  &  AV  Society  (CA) 

$25  -  Delaware  AV  &  Gesneriad  Society  (DE)  in 
honor  of  Libby  Behnke 
$25  -  Sylvia  &  Ted  Leeds  (TX) 

$  1 5  -  Richmond  AV  Society  (VA) 

$10  -  Marie  Burns  (MD) 

Thanks  to  the  many  individuals,  clubs,  and 
councils  who  have  offered  their  generous  award 
support  for  the  2011  show  in  Philadelphia!  It  is 
your  generosity  that  puts  the  smiles  on  the  faces 
of  the  winners. 

There  is  still  time  to  be  included  on  our  list. 
Send  your  check  or  money  order  payable  in  U.S. 
Funds  and  made  out  to  “AVS A  Awards”  to: 

Judith  Carter 
AVSA  Awards  Chair 
1825  W.  Lincoln  St. 

Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012 
We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you!  The 
final  deadline  to  be  listed  in  the  Souvenir  Book 
has  been  extended  to  March  15,  2011.  View  a 
current  awards  listing  on  the  AVSA  web  site  at 
www.avsa.org  under  National  Convention. 
Although  every  attempt  has  been  made  to  list 
awards  correctly,  we  reserve  the  right  to  modify 
or  change  these  listings. 
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Photo  Credit:  Harry  Drew 


S.  ionantha  subsp.  obicularis 

Grown  by:  Ron  Bannister 
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Photo  Credit:  Lenny  Winter 


Buckeye  Vavoom 

Exhibited  by:  David  Tooker 
Hybridized  by:  P.  Hancock 
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For  Beginners  14  Maple  Avenue  •  Sudbury,  MA  01776 

By  Cheryl  Salatino  Email:  cheryl@dancingshadowsdesign.com 

The  pH  Factor 

How  to  Avoid  Chemical  Imbalance 


There  are  always  a  few  mysteries 
we  can’t  seem  to  figure  out  when  a 
blemish  appears  on  one  of  our  African 
violets.  While  in  my  plant  room,  one 
of  my  standard  comments  (said  to 
myself,  of  course)  is,  “that’s  odd.” 

Maybe  these  little  mysteries  contribute 
to  why  non-growers  think  our  favorite 
plant  is  difficult  and  fussy.  Yet,  there  are  times 
all  of  us  struggle  to  understand  why  the  best  of 
care  doesn’t  yield  the  results  we  expect  or  desire. 

Recently,  I  have  been  curious  about  why 
some  varieties  in  my  African  violet  collection 
have  been  underperforming.  After  ruling  out  all 
the  possible  pest  and  disease-related  causes,  1 
decided  to  evaluate  what  might  be  happening 
inside  the  pot.  Since  my  home  is  located  in  an 
area  with  “hard”  water,  it  was  important  to 
determine  whether  my  water  /  fertilizer  /  soil  mix 
combination  has  been  producing  the  appropriate 
pH  levels  required  by  the  plants.  I  thought  I’d 
share  my  findings  with  you. 

Reader  Beware:  Examining  pH  levels  can  be 
addictive  or  may  induce  ‘grower’s  paranoia.’ 
While  this  is  a  fairly  complex  scientific  topic, 
there  are  simple  methods  available  to  determine 
if  pH  levels  are  holding  steady  in  a  desired 
range.  Please  have  some  fun  with  it,  if  you 
decide  to  explore  pH. 

pH  Basics 
What  is  pH? 

pH  is  the  measure  of  the  acidity  or  alkalinity 
of  our  soil  mix  and  water  solution.  We  can 
monitor  the  pH  level  to  determine  the  basic 
health  and  fertility  of  our  growing  medium.  A 
scale  of  0  to  14  provides  the  indicator  for  acidic 
to  alkaline  conditions.  Since  7.0  is  the  center 


point  of  the  pH  scale,  anything  below 
7.0  is  acidic  and  above  7.0  is  alkaline. 
The  further  the  number  moves  away 
from  the  center  point,  the  more 
extreme  the  pH  level. 

Is  there  a  specific  pH  level  that 
African  violets  prefer? 

African  violets  prefer  to  grow  in  a  slightly 
acidic  soil  mix.  Our  own  AVSA  Handbook  for 
Growers ,  Exhibitors ;  and  Judges  recommends  a 
level  of  6.5  to  6.7  as  the  ideal  pH  for  the  soil  mix 
-  although  plants  will  bloom  in  the  wider  range 
of  6.2  to  7.0. 

How  do  I  know  if  the  soil  mix  has  an  ideal 
pH  level? 

Many  of  the  soil  mixes  blended  for  African 
violets  start  out  with  a  proper  level  of  pH.  Of 
course,  many  of  us  further  amend  our  soil  mix 
with  all  types  of  organic  and  non-organic 
additives.  Once  you  settle  on  a  favorite  soil  mix 
recipe,  consider  measuring  the  pH.  There  are 
easy-to-use  meters  available  from  our  AV 
supplier  community  to  determine  soil  pH  levels. 
These  meters  are  used  with  moistened  soil  mix 
samples. 

Does  the  pH  level  of  water  change  the 
overall  soil  mix  level? 

Absolutely.  Let’s  return  to  our  own  AVSA 
Handbook  Jor  Growers,  Exhibitors,  and  Judges . 
The  handbook  recommends  using  water  at  a 
neutral  level,  since  most  fertilizers  we  add  are 
slightly  acidic.  It  is  certainly  a  good  practice  to 
know  the  pH  level  of  the  unfertilized  water  you 
use.  This  level  can  serve  as  a  benchmark  to  help 
you  make  adjustments  later,  if  needed. 
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Please  be  aware  that  local  water  pH  levels  can 
fluctuate  a  great  deal,  even  within  the  same  city 
or  town.  So  much  depends  upon  your  local 
environment  and  water  source.  Finding  a 
neutral  pH  may  be  more  challenging  than  one 
expects.  Even  bottled  spring  water  brands  vary 
greatly  in  pH  level.  This  is  why  testing  your 
water  periodically  will  enable  you  to  manage 
what  is  ultimately  happening  inside  the  plant 
pot. 

More  testing ? 

While  it  is  not  essential  to  test  the  water  and 
the  soil  mix  separately,  it  certainly  helps  you 
understand  which  levels  might  be  high  or  low 
and  where  to  make  the  necessary  adjustments. 
Water  test  kits  are  easy  to  find  at  garden  centers 
or  aquarium  supply  shops.  Testing  your  water 
before  and  after  adding  fertilizer  offers  an 
immediate  glimpse  into  how  pH  levels  rapidly 
change. 

It  is  fascinating  to  conduct  a  water  pH  test 
with  a  group  of  African  violet  growers.  Our  local 
AV  group  finds  this  exercise  a  great  activity  to 
learn  and  appreciate  differences  in  the  most  basic 
element  of  our  growing  resources:  water.  We’re 
always  amazed,  and  jealous,  of  those  who  enjoy 
perfect  levels  of  water  pH. 

How  does  pH  affect  the  plant? 

The  proper  pH  level  allows  the  plant  to  absorb 
the  nutrients  available  in  the  soil  in  the 
quantities  it  requires.  When  the  soil  pH  is 
outside  the  preferred  range,  some  of  the  essential 
nutrients  can  become  blocked  or  locked-out, 
making  them  unavailable  to  the  plant.  It  is 
possible  for  a  plant  to  starve  from  the  lack  of  an 
essential  nutrient,  while  having  so  much  of 
another  that  the  levels  become  toxic. 

What  else  affects  soil  pH  levels  ? 

There  are  many  factors  that  can  affect  the 
soil  mix  over  time.  The  obvious  elements 
include  water  and  fertilizer.  If  the  soil  pH  levels 
begin  in  the  correct  range,  be  careful  that  over 
a  longer  period  of  time  you  do  not  experience  a 
build-up  of  fertilizer  salts.  As  you  can  imagine, 


high  concentrations  of  fertilizer  salts  become 
very  acidic  and  can  limit  the  ability  for  the 
plant  to  take  up  the  phosphorous  it  needs  to 
produce  those  beautiful  flowers  we  love.  Ever 
wonder  why  some  growers  leach  their  soil 
monthly  with  plain  water?  Now  you  know  the 
reason. 

Potential  Symptoms  Associated  with  pH 
Imbalance 

I  have  read  many  lists  of  symptoms  that  may 
occur  from  a  pH  imbalance  in  the  growing  mix. 
If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more,  our 
friends  at  Holtkamp  Greenhouses  (the  home  of 
Optimara®  African  Violets)  have  done  an 
excellent  job  at  cataloging  potential  symptoms 
while  matching  the  related  nutrient  deficiencies. 
I  found  a  few  symptoms  that  peaked  my 
interest:  pale  leaves  in  the  crown,  smaller 
leaves  than  normal,  and  brown  tips  on  the 
leaves.  Please  click  on  Doctor  Optimara  when 
you  visit  www.optimara.com.  You’ll  discover  a 
wealth  of  information.  Remember,  I  warned 
you  in  advance  -  this  exploration  may  yield  to 
information  addiction  or  grower’s  paranoia. 

Adjustments 

pH  levels  are  easy  to  adjust  once  you  determine 
whether  the  soil  mix  has  fallen  away  from  its 
desired  range.  Here  are  a  few  suggestions  to 
keep  a  proper  pH  balance. 

•  Leach  -  get  rid  of  fertilizer  build-up 

•  Repot  -  give  your  plant  a  fresh  start 

•  Test  water  and/or  soil  mix  -  monitor  changes 
in  the  water  supply  or  soil  mix  if  you  see 
some  mysterious  symptoms 

•  Avoid  using  water  treated  by  a  water  softener 
-  it’s  just  plain  bad  for  the  plant 

We’ve  certainly  only  explored  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg  on  this  topic.  However,  1  don’t  think 
most  of  us  will  need  much  more  information  to 
determine  whether  pH  is  a  concern.  Let’s  all 
keep  in  mind  that  monitoring  pH  levels  gives  us 
one  more  tool  to  ensure  we  maintain  the  right 
nutrient  balance  so  important  to  long-term  plant 
health. 

Grow  Smart.  Grow  Well 
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African  Violets,  Gifts  from  Nature, 

The  Series:  Book  One 


Most  members  of  AVSA  know  of  Mel  Robey’s 
books  on  African  violets.  His  latest  publication, 
“African  Violets,  Gifts  from  Nature,  The  Series: 
Book  One,’’  was  recently  released  and  is  becom¬ 
ing  another  “must  have’’  for  growers  of  African 
violets. 

While  Mel 
supplies  inter¬ 
esting  informa¬ 
tion  about  the 
history  of  the 
Saintpaulia ,  he 
also  provides 
growing  tips 
and  extensive 
botanic  infor¬ 
mation  explain¬ 
ing  why  these 
plants  are  so 
unique.  Leaf  var¬ 
iegation,  fan¬ 
tasies,  leaf  and 
blossom  color  - 
including  the 
“yellows”  -  are 
discussed,  along 
with  chimeras, 
flower  shapes, 
pollination,  and 
more.  Color  pho¬ 
tographs  and 
lovely  color  illus¬ 
trations  accompany  these  articles. 

The  “other”  Gesneriads  are  also  covered, 
with  descriptions  and  growing  tips. 

Our  AVSA  Past  President,  Hortense  Pittman, 
had  these  comments: 

“This  book  is  wonderful  in  all  ways.  Every 
page  contains  important  information,  and  this  is 
a  good  addition  to  any  library. 

“Mel  Robey  has  captured  the  essence  of 
African  violets,  with  words,  diagrams,  and 
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beautiful  color  pictures.  The  illustrations  are 
simply  lovely.  Tlsh  McFee  has  done  a  fantastic 
job  that  complements  the  book. 

“The  history  of  the  Saintpaulia  is  exciting, 
as  are  the  advancements  we  are  enjoying 

today.  The  ori¬ 
gin  is  a  remark¬ 
able  beginning  to 
their  becoming 
the  most  beloved 
houseplant  in 
America. 

“In  1946,  the 
African  Violet 
Society  of  America 
was  organized, 
and  has  promoted 
the  culture  and 
love  of  this  plant. 
In  this  delightful 
book  one  has 
a  much  better 
understanding  of 
its  origin  and  the 
long  journey  into 
homes  throughout 
the  world. 

“My  compli¬ 
ments  to  Mel 
Robey  for  his 
work,  and  shar¬ 
ing  of  knowl¬ 
edge  in  the  writing  of  this  fascinating  book.  I 
am  very  grateful  for  the  knowledge  he  has 
given  African  violet  lovers.” 

Hortense  Pittman 


Editor’s  Note:  Mr  Robey  has  donated  a 
copy  of  this  book  to  the  AVSA  Convention 
Luncheon  Auction  in  Philadelphia. 
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Vintage  Violets  2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 

By  Barbara  Elkin,  Committee  Chairman  Email:  b j b ar  1 2 1  @yaho o .  co m 


Vintage  Violets  has  been  slow  but  I  like  it  that  way.  It  is  sure  nice  to  sit,  read  a 
book,  and  watch  it  rain. 

Here  is  the  Most  Wanted  for  this  issue.  There  is  only  one  -  ‘Cavalier.’ 


0  o  o 


In  Memory 


Genola  Cox 

In  December,  2010,  Genola  Cox  of  Naples, 
Florida,  passed  away.  Former  owner  and 
operator  of  “The  Violet  Express”  in  Eagle 
River,  Wisconsin,  Genola  still  maintained  her 
love  for  African  violets.  In  the  past,  her  hob¬ 
bies  of  photography  and  owning  and  operating 
a  knitting  shop  became  secondary  to  her 
favorite  plant.  Although  not  a  member  of  a 
local  club,  she  was  a  Life  and  Commercial 
Member  of  AVSA,  a  charter  member  of  the 
Mid-Atlantic  African  Violet  Society,  and  served 
as  a  Director  on  the  AVSA  Board.  She  will  be 
greatly  missed  by  the  many  friends  she  made 
in  the  violet  world. 

William  Sugg 

Long  time  AVSA  member  and  avid  African 
Violet  grower  William  Henry  Sugg  of  Garland, 


TX,  passed  away  in  November,  2010.  William 
began  growing  African  Violets  in  1994  and 
was  member  of  Alpha  AVS  of  Dallas  for  over 
16  years,  serving  in  several  capacities,  most 
notably  that  of  Club  Chef. 

William  won  many  African  violet  awards  at 
the  local,  state,  and  national  levels.  He  was 
partial  to  standard  plants  and  entered  collec¬ 
tion  classes  in  almost  every  show  in  which  he 
participated.  The  last  few  years,  he  took  special 
pride  in  growing  and  showing  Buckeye  plants, 
and  considered  Pat  Hancock  one  of  his  dearest 
friends. 

William  was  very  generous  with  his  plants. 
Visitors  to  his  home  always  left  with  hands  full 
of  potential  show  plants.  His  plants,  his  club, 
and  his  African  violet  friends  filled  his  life  with 
joy.  In  addition  to  African  violets,  William  was 
a  dog  lover,  especially  of  Great  Danes. 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  cn  s 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  cn  Taurus 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  cn  G  emcnc 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  cn  Geo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  'Yirgo 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  cn  Gcbra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  cn  Scor^co 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  cn  Sagffiartus 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Cc^rccom 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  cn  Aquarius 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  cn  'Phces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


Morcfe  Moon  Tab)® 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Tiie  12:14  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

2  Wed 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

3  Thu  11:47  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4  th 

4  Fri 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

New  3:46  pm 

5  Sat 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

6  Sun  12:14  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

7  Mon 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

8  Tue  12:52  pm 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

9  Wed 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

10  Thu 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

1 1  Fri  12:31  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

12  Sat 

Gemini 

Aii- 

Barren 

2nd  6:45  pm 

13  Sun  10:29  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

14  Mon 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

15  Tue  3:33  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

16  Wed 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

1 7  Thu  4:53  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

18  Fri 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

19  Sat  4:03  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

Full  2:10  pm 

20  Sun 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

21  Mon  3:17  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

22  Tue 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

23  Wed  4:45  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

24  Thu 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

25  Fri  9:57  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

26  Sat 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th  8:07  am 

27  Sun 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

28  Mon  7:00  am 

Aquarius 

Aii- 

Barren 

4  th 

29  TUe 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

30  Wed  6:38  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

31  Thu 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 
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Date 

Sign 

f)(prc)  Moon  Table- 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Fri 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4  th 

2  Sat  7:16  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

3  Sun 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

New  10:32  am 

4  Mon  7:46  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

5  Tue 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

6  Wed 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

7  Thu  7:22  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

8  Fri 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

9  Sat  5:02  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

10  Sun 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

1 1  Mon  1 1:37  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd  8:05  am 

12  Tlte 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

13  Wed 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

14  Thu  2:40  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

15  Fri 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

16  Sat  2:59  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

1 7  Sun 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

Full  10:44  pm 

18  Mon  2:19  am 

Scoipio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

19  Tue 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

20  Wed  2:50  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

2 1  Thu 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

22  Fri  6:24  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

23  Sat 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

24  Sun  1:59  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th  10:47  pm 

25  Mon 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

26  Tue 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

27  Wed  12:57  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

28  Thu 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

29  Fri  1:33  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

30  Sat 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

Self- watering  Pots 

By  Joyce  Stork 


There  are  several  types  of  self-watering  pots 
and  different  ways  to  self-water. 

1)  The  two-piece  ceramic  violet  pots  com¬ 
monly  found  at  discount  stores,  work  by  allow¬ 
ing  water  to  seep  through  the  unglazed  part  of 
the  inside  pot.  They  may  work  well,  but  many 
growers  find  that  the  rate  of  seepage  varies  and 
some  plants  get  too  wet  while  others  are  too  dry. 
In  addition,  these  pots  lack  drainage  holes,  which 
means  that  salts  cannot  be  leached  out  of  the 
potting  mix,  and  you  must  repot  at  least  yearly  to 
replace  the  mix. 

2)  Wick  watering  is  a  second  method.  Self¬ 
watering  pots  that  have  a  wicking  reservoir 
(Dandy  Pots  or  Volkmann  Bros.  Reservoir  Wick 
Pot)  are  most  commonly  found  online.  Similar 
systems  can  be  improvised  at  home  using  a 
plastic  tub  with  a  lid  (with  a  hole  cut  in  the  lid)  or 
screening  placed  over  a  tray  of  water.  In  these, 
the  pot  is  placed  above  a  reservoir  of  water  with 
a  nylon  or  acrylic  cord  dangling  from  the  pot  into 


the  water.  The  potting  mix  must  be  quite  porous 
(1  part  each  of  sphagnum  peat,  vermiculite,  and 
perlite  is  recommended)  so  as  to  avoid  over¬ 
saturated  soil  which  can  result  in  rot.  These  can 
be  watered  from  the  top  on  occasion  to  leach  out 
salts. 

3)  Some  growers  like  a  method  of  capillary 
mat  watering.  Here  the  pots  (again  filled  with  a 
porous  potting  mix)  are  set  onto  a  thick  absorbent 
mat  that  is  saturated  with  water  in  a  tray.  The 
water  makes  contact  with  the  bottom  of  the  pot 
but  doesn’t  inundate  the  roots. 

4)  A  fourth  method  is  the  Oyama  pots,  or 
Texas  watering.  This  is  a  method  of  planting 
using  a  thick  layer  of  perlite  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pot  through  which  water  can  flow  without 
overwhelming  the  roots. 

Each  grower  has  to  decide  which  method  fits 
their  personal  style  and  budget. 

From  the  AVSA  Web  Site  FAQ  Section 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Kohleria  'Red  Ryder’ 

Exhibited  by:  Deanna  Belli 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Optimara 

Little 

Moonstone 

Exhibited  by:  Lynn  Allen 
Hybridized  by: 

R.  Holtkamp 

Miniature 


EK- 

Goluboglazcda 

Rossiia 

Exhibited  by: 

Marie  Bums 

Hybridized  by-. 

E.  Koeshunova 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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March  4  &  5  -  ALABAMA 

Early  Bird  Violet  Club  AVSA 
Show/Sale 

Birmingham  Botanical  Gardens 
2612  Lane  Park  Road 
Birmingham,  AL 
Mar  4  -  2pm  -  4pm 
Mar  5  -  9am  -  3pm 
Info:  Gwen  Johnson 
(205)  991-5335 
Email:  gjohn99@bellsouth.net 

March  5  &  6  -  TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  AVC 

32nd  Annual  Show/Sale 

Hermann  Park  Garden  Center 

1 500  Hermann  Park  Drive 

Houston,  TX 

Mar  5  -  9am  -  5pm 

Mar  6  -10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Suzanne  Altenburg 

Email:  starlight  1 234@sbcglobal.net 

March  4-6  ARIZONA 

Tucson  AVS 

53rd  Annual  Show/Sale 
Foothills  Mall 
7325  N.  La  Cholla  Blvd. 

Tucson,  Arizona 
Mar  4  -7:30pm  -  9pm 
Mar  5  -10am  -  9pm 
Mar  6  -1  lam  -  5pm 
Info:  Joanie  Rivard 
(520)  400-4779 
Email: 

wildcherryvanillacoke@msn.com 
Kathy  Bell  (520)  574-1367 
Email:  bellkk@peoplepc.com 


March  12  -  CALIFORNIA 

South  Coast  AVS 
Judged  Show/Sale 
South  Coast  Botanic  Garden 
26300  Crenshaw  Blvd. 

Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA 
Hours:  11am  -  4  pm 
Info:  Jacquie  Eisenhut 
(310)  325-2993 
Email:  jeisenhut@hotmail.com 

March  12  &  13  -  Colorado 

Rocky  Mountain  AV  Council  & 
Gloxinia  Gesneriad  Growers 
Show/Sale 

Tagawa  Garden  Center 

7711  S.  Parker  Road 

Centennial,  CO 

Mar  12  -  10am  -  4pm 

Mar  13  -  11am  -  4pm 

Info:  Nelly  Levine  (303)  423-6072 

Email:  NLevine28@msn.com 

Ann  Watterson 

Email:  cah2oson@msn.com 

March  15  &  19  -  FLORIDA 

Dixie  AVS  39th  Annual 
Convention  Show/Sale 
Ocala  Hilton  Hotel 
3600  S.W.  36th  Avenue 
Ocala,  FL 

Apr  8  -  9am  -  5pm 
Apr  9  -  10:30am  -  5pm 
Kathy  Spissman  (770)  939-5289 
Email:  mrsstrepstreps@comcast.  net 

March  18  &  19  -  TEXAS 

First  AVS  of  Denton  judged 
Show/Sale 

First  Presbyterian  Church  - 
Erwin  Hall 

1 1 14  W.  University  Drive 
Denton,  TX 
Info:  Anne  Nicholas 
(940)  565-0363 
Email:  randanicho@aol.com 


March  19  &  20  -  TEXAS 

First  Austin  AVS 
43rd  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Austin  Area  Garden  Center 
Zilker  Park  Botanical  Gardens 
2220  Barton  Springs  Rd 
Austin,  TX 

Mar  19  -  11am  -  4:30pm 
Mar  20  -  11am  -  4pm 
Info:  Susan  Kautz  (512)  365-1818 
Email:  gizzmo@austin.rr.com 

March  19  &  20  -  ILLINOIS 

Northern  IL  Gesneriad  Society  Judged 
Show/Sale 

Chicago  Botanic  Garden 
1000  Lake  Cook  Road,  Glencoe,  IL 
Mar  19  -  Noon  -  4:30pm 
Mar  20  - 10  am  -  4:30pm 

March  19  &  20  -  NEW  YORK 

Sweet  Water  AVS 

36th  Annual  Show  &  Sale 

West  Sayville  Fire  Department 

80  Montauk  Hwy.  West  Sayville,  NY 

Mar  19  -  2pm  -  5pm 

Mar  20  -  Noon  -  4pm 

Info:  Jeanne  Damaso 

Email:  Jeancat489@aol.com 
* 

March  19-20  -  Washington 

Seattle  AVS  &  Puget  Sound 
Gesneriad  Society  Show/Sale 
Swanson’s  Nursery 
9701  -  15th  Ave  NW 
Seattle,  WA 
Mar  1 9  -  9am  -  5pm 
Mar  20  -  9am  -  4pm 
Info:  James  Lambert 
Email:  lambeqam@gmail.com 


56  African  Violet  Magazine 


March  •  April  2011 


March  25  &  26  -  FLORIDA 

The  Heart  of  Jacksonville  AVS 
Display/Sale 

Carriage  Club  of  Jacksonville 
9601  Southbrook  Drive, 

Jacksonville,  FL 
Mar  25  -  Noon  -  6pm 
Mar  26-  9am  -  5pm 
Info: 

http://www.jacksonvilleviolets.org/ 
Email:  Bobbi@jacksonvilleviolets.org 

March  25  &  26  -  TENNESSEE 

Memphis  AVS  Judged  Show  and  Sale 
Memphis  Botanic  Garden 
750  Cherry  Road 
Memphis,  TN 
Mar  25  -  9am  -  5pm 
Mar  26  -  9am  -  4pm 
Free  to  public 
Info:  Brenda  Brasfield 
(662)  895-2002 

Email:  brendabrasfield@comcast. net 

March  26  &  27  -  LOUISIANA 

Sundowners  AV  Society 
3 1  st  Annual  Show  and  Sale 
Baton  Rouge  Garden  Center 
7950  Independence  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA 

Mar  26  -  2pm  -  5pm 

Mar  27  -  11am  -  3pm 

Info:  George  Ramirez  (985)  384-0309 

April  1  -  MINNESOTA 

African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 

Judged  Show/Sale 

Har  Mar  Mall 

Snelling  &  County  Road  B 

Roseville,  MN 

Apr  1  -  10am  -  8pm 

Apr  2  -  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Jude  Neumann  or  Nadyne  Young 

http:// 

sites.google.com/site/avsminnesota 


April  2  -  NEBRASKA 

Lincoln  AVS  Show/Sale 

St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church 

84th  &  Pioneers  Blvd,  Lincoln,  NE 

Hours:  9am  -  3pm 

Info:  M.  Reifschneider 

(402)  483-0214 

April  2  -  3  -  NEW  YORK 

Long  Island  AVS  Show 
John  A.  Anderson  Recreation  Center 
1 1 1  North  Oceanside  Road 
Rockville  Centre,  NY 
Info:  Barbara  Lindholm 
(516)521-8735 

Email:  blindholm@optonline.net 
April  2  &  3  -  NEW  YORK 

African  Violet  Society  of  Rochester 
Show/Sale 

Perinton  Square  Mall 

Routes  250  and  31 

Fairport,  NY 

Apr  2  -  Noon  -  5pm 

Apr  3  -  1  lam  -  4pm 

Info:  Doug  Burdick  (585)  582-1377 

Email:  dburdick@msn.com 

April  2  &  3  -  CALIFORNIA 

Capital  City  AVS  Annual  Judged 
Show/Sale 

Sacramento  Garden  &  Arts  Center 

3330  McKinley  Blvd 

Sacramento,  CA 

Apr  2  -  1pm  -  4pm 

Apr  3  -  11am  -  3pm 

Info:  Lynn  Lombard  (530)  637-9000 

Email:  lynn_lombard@att.net 

www.sacviolets.org 

April  2  &  3  -  NEW  JERSEY 

AVC  of  Morris  County  Annual 
Show/Sale 

Frelinghuysen  Arboretum 
55  East  Hanover  Avenue 
Morristown,  New  Jersey 
Apr  2  -  1:30pm  -  4:30pm 
Apr  3  - 1  lam  -  3  pm 
Info:  Jill  Fischer  908-464-44 1 7 
Email:  HF.JG.Fischer@comcast.net 


April  2  &  3  -  MISSOURI 

Sho-Me  AVC  Show/Sale 

Jacob  L.  Loose  Park  Garden  Center 

5200  Pennsylvania 

Kansas  City,  MO 

Apr  2  -  10am  -  4pm 

Apr  3  -  9am  -  3pm 

Info:  Pat  Inbody  (816)  373-6915 

Email:  kskdl@juno.com 

April  8  -10  VIRGINIA 

Richmond  AVS  Show/Sale 

Lewis  Ginter  Botanical  Garden 

1800  Lakeside  Avenue 

Richmond,  VA 

Apr  8  &  9  -  9am  -  5pm 

Apr  10  -  Noon  -  5pm 

Info:  Sandra  Moses  (804)  329-9166 

Email:  mosessandra@gmail.com  or 

Bill  Schmidt  (804)  266-  6157 

Email  schmidt.wc@verizon.net 

April  9  -  CONNECTICUT 

Windsor  AVS  Annual  Judged 
Show/Sale 
St.  Gabriel’s  Church 
379  Broad  Street 
Windsor,  CT 

Hours:  8:30am  -  2:30pm 
Info:  Nancy  Hayes  (860)  242-0162 
Email:  violetnancy@comcast.net 
http://instafax.com/wavs/ 

April  9  &  10  -  OHIO 

Columbus  AVS  62  nd  Annual 
Show/Sale 

Franklin  Park  Conservatory 
1777  E.  Broad  Street 
Columbus,  OH 
Apr  9  -  10am  -  5pm 
Apr  10  -  10am  -  4pm 
AV  Show  &  Parking  are  free. 

Info:  Donna  Vogelpohl  878-2314 
Email: 

donnav8452@columbus.rr.com 
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April  15  &  16 -TEXAS 

First  AVS  of  Wichita  Falls 

Annual  Show/  Sale 

University  United  Methodist  Church 

3405  Taft  Boulevard 

Wichita  Falls,  TX 

April  15  -  2:30pm  -  4:00pm 

April  16  -  10:00am  -  4:00  pm 

Info:  Allene  Peek  (940)  928-2371 

April  16  -  DELAWARE 

Delaware  AVS 

44  th  Annual  Show  and  Sale 

Boscov’s  Christiana  Town  Center 

Store  Auditorium 

Route  273 

Christiana,  Delaware 

Hours:  10am  -  4am 

Info:  Ouentin  Schlieder  302-653-6449 

Email:  qcsjr@comcast.net 

April  16  &  17 -MICHIGAN 

Michigan  State  AVS 
Spring  Display/Sale 
Apr  16  -  10am  -  4:30  pm 
Apr  17  -  10am  -  2pm 
Matthaei  Botanical  Gardens 
1 800  Dixboro  Rd 
Ann  Arbor,  Ml 

Info:  Lynn  Allen  (248)  332-7924 
Email:  LynnAllen0413@comcast.net 

April  16  &  17 -VIRGINIA 

Tidewater  AVS  Annual  Show/Sale 

Norfolk  Botanical  Gardens 

Azalea  Garden  Road,  Norfolk,  VA 

Apr  16  -  1pm  -  5pm 

Apr  1 7  -  Noon  -  5pm 

Info:  Pat  Knight  (757)  479-2115 

Email:  kemts@cox.net 

April  16  &  17  -  MASSACHUSETTS 

Bay  State  AVS  Judged  Show/Sale 

Tower  Hill  Botanic  Garden 

1 1  French  Drive 

Boylston,  MA 

Apr  16  -  10am  -  5pm 

Apr  17  -  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Nancy  Manozzi  (508)  872-1478 

Email:  n-rmanozzi@comcast.net 


April  16 -17 -MONTREAL, 
QUEBEC,  CANADA 

Societe  des  Saintpaulia  de  Montreal 
Annual  judged  Show/Sale 
Chalet  du  Parc  Maisonneuve 
4601  Sherbrooke  Street  East 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada 
Both  Days:  10am  to  4pm 
Info:  www.saintpaulia-montreal  com 
Email: 

saintpauliamontreal@hotmail.com 
Voice  Mail:  (514)  990-5701 

April  23  -  OREGON 

Portland  African  Violet  Society 
One  Day  Sale 

Tabor  Heights  Methodist  Church 

6161  SE  Stark  St 

Portland,  Oregon 

Hours:  10  am  -  3pm 

Info:  Vivian  Scheans  (503)  620-4426 

Email:  vscheans@comcast.net 

April  30  &  May  1  -  NEW  YORK 

African  Violet  &  Gesneriad 
Society  of  WNY 
Judged  Show/Sale 
Galleria  Mall 
Galleria  Drive 
Cheektowaga,  New  York 
April  30  -  Noon  -  6pm 
May  1  -  10am  -  4pm 
Info:  Paul  Kroll  (716)  652-8658 
Email:  pfkroll@roadmnner.com 

April  30  &  May  1  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Garden  State  AVC  Show/Sale 
Mercer  County  Community  College 
1200  Old  Trenton  Rd. 

West  Windsor,  NJ  08550 
April  30  -  Noon  -  4pm 
May  1  - 1  lam  -  3pm 
Info:  Paula  Bal  (732)  771-7117 
Email:  GSAVCmail@gmail.com 


May  6  &  7  -  OHIO 

AVS  of  Dayton  Display/  Sale 

Town  and  Country  Shopping  Center 

Comer  of  Stroop  and  Far  Hills  (OH-48) 

Kettering,  OH 

May  6  -  10am  -  9pm 

May  7  -  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  lan  Schroeder  (937)-233-0974 

Email:  jmschroeder22@aol.com 

May  6  &  7  -  OHIO 

Parmatown  AVS  Judged  Show/  Sale 
Parmatown  Mall 
7441  W.  Ridgewood  Dr 
Parma,  OH 

May  6  -  12:30pm  -  9pm 
May  7  -  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  Lori  Hilfer  (440)  582  -  4310 
Email:  rahilfer@roadmnner.com 

May  7  -  WISCONSIN 

Sundowners  AVC  &  Crosstown  AVC 

Annual  Spring  Sale 

Olbrich  Botanical  Gardens 

3330  Atwood  Ave 

Madison,  WI 

Hours:  9am  -  3pm 

Info:  Alice  Peterson 

(608)  833-5552 

Email:  peters56@tds.net 

May  7  &  8  -  WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society 
3 1  st  Annual  Show/Sale 
St.  Jude  the  Apostle  Church  Hall 
5th  Ave.  &  Knapp  St. 

Oshkosh,  WI 

May  7  -  10am  -  4:30pm 

May  8  -  1 1:30am  -  3:00pm 

Info:  Kevin  Degner  (920)  426-3764 

E-mail :  ke vin_degner@sbcglobal .net 
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The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE 

Advertising  Rates  and  Deadlines 

(Effective  January  1,  2011) 

DEADLINES 

JAN/FEB  ISSUE 

NOV  1 

JUL/AUG  ISSUE 

MAY  1 

MAR/APR  ISSUE 

JAN  1 

SEPT/OCT  ISSUE 

JUL  1 

MAY/JUN  ISSUE 

MAR  1 

NOV/DEC  ISSUE 

SEPT.  1 

REGULAR  ADVERTISING 

AD  SIZE  - 

COMMERCIAL 

ALL 

3  5/16  IN  WIDE 

MEMBERS 

OTHERS 

1  INCH 

$36 

$45 

2  INCH 

$60 

$75 

3  INCH 

$85 

$106.25 

4  INCH 

$109 

$136.25 

5  INCH  TO  9  1/4  INCH 

$28.00  PER  INCH 

$35.00  PER  INCH 

1/4  PAGE  BLACK  &  WHITE 

$116 

$145 

1/2  PAGE  BLACK  &  WHITE 

$212 

$265 

FULL  PAGE  BLACK  &  WHITE 

$418 

$522.50 

1/2  PAGE  COLOR 

$577 

$721.25 

FULL  PAGE  COLOR 

$721 

$901.25 

Advertiser  provides  color  separations. 

Special-  Buy  5  ads  and  receive  6th  ad free  when  all  6  ads  are  paid  in  full  in  advance. 
All  ads  must  be  same  size.  Content  of  ad  can  change for  each  issue. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 

15  word/$  18.00  Minimum.  Each  additional  word  is  $1.20;  a  series  of  numbers  counts 
as  a  word.  Purchase  5  ads  and  receive  the  6th  ad  free.  All  classified  ads  must  be  the  same 
text  and  paid  for  in  advance. 

INTERNET  WEB  PAGE 

Commercial  members  and  any  advertiser  who  purchases  six  consecutive  ads  may  have 
his/her  business  listed  on  the  AVSA  Web  Page  and  also  have  a  “hot”  link  to  their  page  if 
they  provide  a  reciprocal  link  to  the  AVSA  page.  No  process  has  yet  been  developed  to 
place  advertising  on  the  Internet  at  this  time. 
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O'atttyt  tPtani*  <£  Cl ntiqueA 
90  3iwc  751 
92C  Millington 
Winfield ,  Jlantcw  67/56 

African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 
Begonias  &  Ferns 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
web  site: www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


^elective 
*  Gardener 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway 

Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

(303)761-1770  Established  1969 

• /'T  A-V 

See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 

www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 

JoS  Violets 

African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 
www.josviolets.com  or 
send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr 

Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344 

josviolets@yahoo.com 

* 
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Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1 954 

African  Violets,  Aeschynanthus,  Chiritas,  Codonanthe,  Columneas, 
Episcias,  Hoyas,  Kohlerias,  Nematanthus,  Orchids, 

Petrocosmeas,  Rex  Begonias,  Streptocarpus, 
other  assorted  Gesneriads, 

And  much  more! 

To  receive  our  2011  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  Mountains! 

Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 


To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.lyndOlllyOn.COm 

. 
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How  to  Grow  Prize-Winning 

an  Violets 


SUCK  ty 


iSave  tlie  W ild  Saintpaulia 

Will  the  Wild  M  ■lean  Violet  S  ii  r  vi  vc? 


"V  .  Tild  Saintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very 
Yy  limited  habitat  in  a  liandlul  of  mountain  and 
coastal  rainforests  known  by  scientists  as  tlie  Eastern 
Arc.  Much  of  tlie  Arc  rainforests  liave  been  destroyed 
by  man. 

The  African  Rainforest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  habitat. 


You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

$So.oo  -  Contributor 
$100.00  -  Rafiki  (Friend) 

$2  So  .00  -  FFdugu  (C  omrade) 
$Soo.oo  -  Bwana  an  Bibi  (Patron) 
$1,000.00  Mliifadi  (Conservator) 
$S, 000.00  M  ezi  (Guardian) 


Donations  are  Tax  De  ductible  made  to. 

Adrican  Rainforest  Conservancy’  SSo  Broadway,  Suite  202 
New  York,  NY  10012 


The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 
Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


Stanford,  KY  40484 
Ph  -  606-282-3432 


African  Violets,  Chiritas,  Columneas  & 
Other  Gesneriads . Plants  or  Cuttings! 


^  Eat  a  Bullfrog  first  thing  each  morning  and  nothing 
worse  will  happen  to  you  the  rest  of  the  day! 


Current  Catalog  $3.00 
Or  order  online  at 

www.orderafricanviolets.com 
Special:  25  leaves  (our  choice)  for  $28.00  ppd. 

Six  plants  (our  choice)  $30.00  ppd. 

You  may  choose  mini/semi,  standard,  trailers  or  mix. 
Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover  Card,  AMX 
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PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  111 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 


Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 


USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Patricia  Bell 
33  Ash  Crescent 
St  Albert,  Alberta  T8N  3J6 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 

josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlan  ters.com 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthns,  Chirita,  Columned,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  A  frican 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1 122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads ,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world's 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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rIGS 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  1 2  =  $76.86  24  =  $1 44.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  v|sa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod  s  accepted 

74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  H  x  27"  W  x  12"  D 


African  Violets  for 
Everyone 

by  Ruth  Couison 


The  book for  all  lovers  of  African  violets 

Includes  a  CD  of  images  and 
an  informative  presentation. 

180  x  240  mm  (7x9  1/2  in.) 
Paperback,  90  p.,  12  full  colour. 

$28.50  plus  postage  $14.00  in 
US/Can.,  $3.90  Aust. 

(Australian  currency) 

Enquire  for  other  postal  zones. 
Discounts  apply  for  10  or  more  copies. 

Orders  and  contact: 

Mail:  5  Colban  Street, 

Balcolyn  NSW  2264  Australia 
Email:  ruthcoulson@iprimus.com.au 
Online:  www.africanvioletsforeveryone.net 


African  Violets  &  Supplies 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Leaves, 
Species,  and  Vintage  Varieties 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures. 
Send  $3  for  our  print  version  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  mpetry@embarqmail.com  Phone  (717)  528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


vytfd  Greeny 

VS>  Apex,  nc 

At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 

919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372 S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Pricelist:  $1.00 

Springfield,  M0  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 

WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 


March  •  April  2011 


African  Violet  Magazine  63 


Bhie  Grass  VfoletS 

A  few  of  our  new  introductions  for  2011: 

Buckeye  Openly  Irish 

Dbl  pink  w/deep  green  edges 

Buckeye  Too  Tempting 

Frilly  lavender  pansy  w/dark  red/purple  edge  &  fantasy  -  High  bloom  count  -  Yummy! 

Buckeye  Ticker  Tape 

Gorgeous  lavender  pansy  w/darker  fantasy  markings.  Show  foliage 

Buckeye  Tornado 

Very  dark  wine  with  lots  of  darker  fantasy  -  Luv  it! 

Also  several  new  Jollys  from  Hortense  Pittman 

See  new  Buckeye  introductions  photos  at  the  Philly  convention,  Wednesday,  May  18  - 
Bring  this  ad  or  a  copy  to  my  booth  at  the  convention  and  receive  a  free  Buckeye  or 

Bluegrass  leaf  or  your  choice! 

PayPal  orders  -  pat.hancock@hughes.net  •  Mail  Orders  -  Buckeye  Violets 
7132ShurtzRd  •  2011  color  catalog  $3.00  USA  •  Middletown,  OH  45042 
$5.00  other  (513)  425-0308  •  See  other  releases  at  www.buckeyeviolets.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 

Order  Online:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com 
Talk  with  us:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com/blog 

Order  by  Mail:  9766  Grandview  Drive 
St  Louis,  MO  631 32 


•  Unique  soiiess  blend  of  coir,  * 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated  # 1  in  tests. 

•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available. 


Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG 


Oyama  Pots 

-  Wick  Saucers 

-  AgroSun  Light 
Bulbs 

-  Self-watering  Pots 

-  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

-  Leaf  Rings 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


Travis^Jiolets. 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2011  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’  VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 


Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 


Orchid  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
as  an  information  exchange  platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 


Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


£teuen  i  Plant  Ptkcm 

African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 


234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221 -3832  •  (210)922-0208 


'Bloom 


cows 


Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran$ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue ,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 
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Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

941  FM  2377  dan 
Red  Oak,  Texas  75 1 54  (972)  617-1186 

Fax  (972)  617-1 198  email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
For  CATALOG  in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


Violet  Barn 

10-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 

Violet,  Gesneriads,  Unusual  houseplants.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

Ma's  Enchantress.  Lightly  ruffled,  large  dbl. 
pink  stars  with  blue-purple  fantasy.  Quilted, 
nicely  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 

Ma's  Frozen  Pond.  Large  fully  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  and  variable  green  hues.  Quilted, 
wavy,  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 

Ma's  Butterfly  Garden.  Sdbl.  white  pansies 
with  light  pink  hues,  dark  purple  fantasy 
edges,  and  lightly  ruffled  pencil  edge  of 
white/green.  Variegated  foliage.  7.00 

NEW  IlilNI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

Rob's  Afghanistan  Banana  Stand.  Large, 
sparkling  blue  sdbl.  stars  with  white  pin- 
wheel  stripes.  Green  and  gold  variegated 
foliage.  Spectacular  semimini  chimera 
$20.00  (available  April  1) 

Rob's  Itchy  Britches.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  are 
edged  in  pink  with  blue  speckles.  Wavy, 
green  and  white  variegated  mini  foliage. 
$6.00 

Rob's  Knickers.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  edged 
in  blue.  Wavy,  variegated  mini  foliage. 

$6.00 

Rob's  Zipper  Zapper.  Large  deep  pink  sdbl. 
stars  with  wide  banding  of  fuchsia-purple. 
Dark,  pointed  semimini  foliage.  Great!  $6.00 

...plus  'Rob's  Lucky  Number',  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  the  2010  AVSA  National  Show! 

Hundreds  more  on  our  website  and  catalog. 
Other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each 
Other  mini  and  strep  varieties  at  $5.00  each 


NEW  STREPTOCARPIJS 

Bristol's  Cool  Breeze.  Silvery-lavender  fringed 
blooms  with  large  lemon-yellow  throat  $6.00 

Bristol's  Hollihock.  Huge  carmine-pink  blooms 
with  darker  horizontal  streaks  on  large  white 
throat.  Impressive!  $7.00 

Bristol's  Lipstick.  Deep,  intense,  hot-hot  pink 
with  very  bright,  yellow  throat.  Wow!  $6.00 

Bristol's  Raspberry  Royale.  Deep  ruby  upper 
lobes,  dusty-pink  lower  lobes  frosted  ruby 
then  banded  in  darker  red.  $6.00 

Bristol's  Tap  Dance.  Upper  petals  blush  white, 
tipped  purple,  lower  petals  dark  purple-red, 
then  edged  blush  white.  Striking.  $6.00 

NEW  VIOLETS  FROIVI  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

Capricorn  (Kozerog).  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  lilac-blue 
stars  with  coral-red  fantasy.  $8.00 

DEO  Star  Special  Forces  (Zvezdnyi  Desant).  Sdbl. 
coral-pink  ruffled  stars  w/purple  fantasy 
$7.00 

EK  Coral  Fish  (Korallovaiq  Rybka).  Large  sdbl. 
to  dbl.  deep  coral  with  darker  reddish  tips 
$7.00 

Home  Salmon  (Losos'  Domashnii).  Dbl.  bright 
coral-salmon  $7.00  Sagittarius  Elite  (Strelets 
Elit).  Large  dbl.  violet-purple  with  coral-pink 
fantasy  $8.00 

LE  Sea  of  Happiness  (More  Schast'ia).  Sdbl.  to 
dbl.  large  blue  star  with  wavy  white  edges. 
$7.00 

RS  Colorful  Bird  (Raznoperistaia  Ptichka).  Sdbl. 
white  star  w/pink  patches,  blue  fantasy.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  from  Russian  hybridizers! 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS,  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcia,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

Prices:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  15,  add  $12  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 

We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  website  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $40  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME  -  SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW. VIOLETBARN.COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  12-5  pm 

Stay  at  the  " Violet  House"  while  visiting!  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  pm.  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00 
p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

MEMBERSHIP  DUES  INCREASE  EFFECTIVE  JULY  1, 
2007: 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702; 
phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with  draft  or 
check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership  Application.  Master 
Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to  organize 
a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest 
Dr.,  Colfax,  CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention 
entries  or  sales  room,  contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email 
<lynn_lombard@worldnet.att.net> 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valor  net.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  work¬ 
shop  programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti, 
Convention  Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annanaale,  MN 
55302,  Email  <lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  national  convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention 
Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Philadelphia,  PA  /  Cherry 
Hill,  NJ  May  15  -May  22,  2011. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request 
to  Ruth  Loomis,  Email  <mthloomis@msn.com>.  A  registration 
fee  of  $15  is  required. 

LIBRARY:  Prefer  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  If  you  have  ideas  for  a 
library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas,  3113 
Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 


OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
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President’s  Message  941  f.  m.  2377  •  Red  oak,  tx  75154 

By  Ron  Davidson ,  President  Email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


If  you  have  not  yet  registered  for  the 
AVSA  Philadelphia  Convention  (May 
15  -  May  22,  2011),  please  fill  out 
your  registration  form,  send  it  to  the 
AVSA  office,  and  be  sure  to  make  your 
hotel  reservations. 

Janice  and  I  are  looking  forward  to 
having  a  fantastic  time  in  the 
Philadelphia  area,  visiting  the  historical 
sites  like  the  Liberty  Bell  and  the  Valley 
Forge  Museum.  We’re  also  planning  on  touring 
the  Longwood  Gardens,  which  should  be  in  full 
bloom.  We  plan  on  taking  lots  of  pictures!  I’m 
also  looking  forward  to  the  presentations  that  will 
be  available  during  the  convention.  And,  our 
convention  hosts  have  invited  a  special  guest  for 
the  installation  banquet;  one  you  will  enjoy 
meeting! 

Of  course,  the  main  attraction  is  the  show 
room  full  of  beautiful  African  violets.  I  hope  you 
are  all  planning  on  bringing  a  couple  of  plants  to 
enter  in  the  show.  If  all  attendees  did,  imagine  the 
size  of  the  show!  Don’t  forget  a  trip  to  the  com¬ 
mercial  sales  tables  to  pick  up  the  new  releases 
from  our  hybridizers,  along  with  some  of  the 
“golden  oldies”  to  take  home  and  enter  in  the 
local  shows. 

The  pre-sale  with  convention  registration  of 
denim  shirts,  tee-shirts,  and  the  new  AVSA 
watches  was  outstanding.  Be  sure  and  pick  your 
items  up  at  the  Ways  and  Means  Table.  There  will 
be  a  limited  number  of  the  watches,  tee-shirts, 
and  the  2012  calendars  available  on  the  Ways 
and  Means  Table  for  the  members  who  did  not 
pre-order.  The  AVSA  calendar  for  2012  has  a  few 
changes  -  there  are  photos  from  some  of  our 


members  that  were  taken  at  local  and 
regional  shows  during  the  year.  Maybe 
one  of  your  exhibits  or  photos  made 
the  calendar. 

The  Nominating  Committee  is 
always  looking  at  dedicated  AVSA 
members  to  serve  as  future  Directors 
and  Officers.  If  you  would  like  to 
recommend  someone,  please  have 
them  fill  out  the  forms  and  turn  them 
into  the  Nominating  Committee  chair  or  one  of 
the  AVSA  officers. 

This  is  my  last  President’s  letter  and  I  want  to 
thank  the  members  of  AVSA  for  allowing  me  to 
serve  in  this  fine  organization.  It  has  been  an 
honor  and  privilege  for  me  to  work  with  the 
members  of  AVSA.  I  hold  this  honor  in 
comparison  to  serving  my  country  in  the  military. 
I  will  always  cherish  my  time  as  a  Director  and 
Officer  for  AVSA.  I  enjoyed  the  work  with  the 
membership  and  making  so  many  new  African 
violet  friends.  Janice  and  I  look  forward  each  year 
to  seeing  everybody  at  the  conventions. 

I  also  want  to  give  a  special  thank  you  to  the 
AVSA  office  staff,  Jenny  and  Amy,  and  our  AVM 
Editor,  Ruth,  for  their  support  and  friendship  to 
Janice  and  me  during  my  time  as  an  AVSA  officer. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance  to  any  member 
feel  free  to  contact  me.  My  name,  address  and 
e-mail  are  on  page  2  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine .  Here  is  my  phone  number:  (972) 
617-1186 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  continuous 
support  of  AVSA. 

Ron  Davidson 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Ramsey,  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


I  hope  you  have  received  this 
issue  of  the  AVM  in  a  timely  manner. 

The  last  issue,  March/ April  2011,  did 
not  reach  some  of  our  members  on 
time,  and  all  were  in  a  certain  region, 
or  local  area. 

It’s  difficult  for  us  to  positively 
identify  the  problem,  since  all  of  the 
AVMs  leave  the  mailing  facility  at  the 
same  time.  As  the  majority  of  the  AVMs 
are  shipped  as  Bulk  Mail,  they  often  do 
not  receive  the  same  priority  as  first  class  mail. 

I  have  also  been  told  that  there  has  been  some 
reorganization  within  the  postal  system,  due  to 
problems  with  the  current  economy,  but  1  don’t 
have  a  definitive  answer. 

The  Philly  convention  is  just  a  few  weeks 
away,  and  the  AVSA  office  has  been  in  a  whirl¬ 
wind  of  activity. 

Many  members  called  the  office  on  last  couple 
of  Fridays  and  left  messages.  The  office  hours  are 
Monday  -  Thursday,  9am  -  4pm,  Central  Time. 
Our  hours  were  changed  a  few  years  ago  to  cut 
down  on  the  utility  bills  in  the  long,  hot,  summer 
months  on  the  upper  Texas  coast.  It  has  really 
made  a  difference. 

For  those  of  you  who  have  asked  about  the 
few  gesneriads  that  have  unwisely  been  placed 
under  my  care... in  my  office,  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  they  are  thriving.  The  two  sinningias, 
5.  ‘Amanda’s  Penny’,  and  5.  ‘Charles  Lawn 
speciosa,  ’  have  an  abundance  of  buds,  and  I  look 
forward  to  them  opening.  These  will  never  be 
show  plants,  but  they  look  pretty  good  to  me!  I 
also  have  two  African  violets,  and  one  of  them 
looks  pretty  good... 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  have  sent  me  quality 
photos  from  your  shows  and  plant  rooms.  You ’ll 


notice  that  there  is  a  lot  of  additional 
color  in  this  issue. 

If  you  plan  on  taking  photos  of 
your  club’s  local  show,  please  submit 
some  of  them  to  the  AVM.  Please 
remember  that  if  sent  electronically 
they  must  be  at  least  1MB  in  size, 
and  300dpi.  Photos  should  be  sent 
with  no  color  correction,  or  “pho¬ 
toshopping.”  The  plants  featured  in 
the  AVM  should  be  seen  as  they 
actually  are. 

If  you  prefer  the  quality  of  a  film  camera, 
please  send  me  the  developed  photos  of  your 
outstanding  plants,  or  those  of  your  club  mem¬ 
bers,’  and  I  will  scan  them  for  the  AVM. 

Ideally,  you  would  be  able  to  remove  the  plant 
from  the  array  of  ribbons  on  the  show  table  and 
photograph  it  with  a  simple,  uncluttered  back¬ 
ground.  I  do  appreciate  you  sharing  the  skills  of 
our  AVSA  growers  with  other  African  violet  lovers. 

Laurel  Goretsky,  our  Small  Talk  columnist 
shares  her  interview  with  one  of  our  hybridizers, 
George  McDonald  in  this  issue.  With  his  plants 
available  through  many  of  our  commercial 
vendors,  George’s  plants  are  easy  to  obtain. 
Laurel  also  included  a  photo  of  George’s  unusual 
hybrid,  ‘Dark  Night  of  the  Soul’,  which  is  nearly 
black  (page  24). 

Our  201 1  Vacation  Guide,  complied  by  Barbara 
Burde,  begins  on  page  46.  This  is  a  great  tool  if 
you  plan  on  doing  some  traveling  this  summer. 

Please  consider  writing  an  article  for  the 
African  Violet  Magazine .  So  many  of  you  are 
such  accomplished  growers,  and  I  know  you 
have  ideas  and  suggestions  to  share  with  your 
fellow  AVSA  members! 

Wishing  you  a  wonderful  spring! 
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My  Experience  with  Hybridizing 

By  Cheryl  Major 


My  mother,  Althea  Major,  hybridized  several 
plants,  all  named  for  family  members.  I  found  the 
process  quite  fascinating  and  decided  to  “give  it  a  go.” 

First,  you  must  transfer  the  pollen  from  the 
anthers  (the  yellow  pollen  sac)  of  one  plant  to  the 
stigma  (the  tube-like  tip  that  extends  down  into  the 
base  of  the  flower)  of  another.  A  good  time  to  do 
this  is  when  the  pollen  is  ripe  and  the  stigma  is 
slightly  moist.  Maintain  very  even  growing 
conditions  for  the  next  several  months  while  the 
seed  ripens. 

Your  choices  of  which  plants  to  use  can  be  as 
detailed  as  you  want,  based  on  the  violet  you  would 
hope  to  produce  from  the  cross  or  as  I  initially  did, 
just  because  I  was  trying  to  get  to  the  next  step. 

If  you  remove  a  pollen  sac  from  a  plant  and  place 
it  on  a  white  piece  of  paper,  you  can  cut  the  sac 
open  with  a  shaip  knife.  From  this  point,  you  apply 
the  pollen  to  the  stigma  of  the  plant  that  will  be 
your  seedpod  plant.  You  can  transfer  the  pollen  on 
your  fingernail,  the  end  of  a  knife,  or  with  a  soft 
brush.  Do  whatever  seems  easiest  for  you. 

Be  sure  to  tag  the  fertilized  blossom  with  a 
colored  thread  so  you  don’t  remove  the  blossom 
during  the  drying  process.  You  should  also  attach  a 
tag  which  indicates  the  parents  used  in  the  cross. 
Within  about  a  week,  if  your  cross  is  successful,  you 
will  notice  the  seedpod  starting  to  swell. 

After  several  months  of  developing,  the  stem  and 
seedpod  will  have  turned  brown  and  shriveled.  Now 
you  can  remove  the  capsule  and  either  put  it  in  the 
refrigerator  for  planting  later,  or  plant  it  right  away. 

Using  a  covered  container,  spread  the  seeds  on  a 
moistened  planting  medium,  in  peat  pellets,  or  on  a 
moistened  paper  towel,  and  keep  in  a  warm  place. 
Seedlings  should  appear  in  several  weeks  and 
should  be  transplanted  when  large  enough  (handle 
only  by  the  leaves...  not  by  the  stem!) 

Once  you  have  a  blooming  plant  worth  keeping 
(sadly  most  of  them  will  be  compost),  the  plant 
must  be  propagated  vegetatively  (leaf  propagation) 
through  three  generations,  to  be  sure  the  plant  is 
consistent  in  its  characteristics,  and  always  bloom¬ 


ing  true,  before  it  can  be  registered.  Not  a  project  for 
the  impatient,  but  well  worth  the  effort. 

I  had  crossed  two  violets  veiy  deliberately  (one 
belonged  to  my  mom,  one  to  my  husband’s  mom) , 
but  after  the  many  month  process  of  seedpod 
development  and  drying,  the  seed  was  not 
viable... bummer...  start  over. 

In  my  next  attempt,  I  crossed  two  violets  simply 
because  they  were  blooming.  I  took  pollen  from 
‘Optimara  Texas  IF  and  placed  it  on  the  stamen  of 
‘Rob’s  Willawong.’  This  is  like  throwing  a  dart  at  a 
wall  with  a  blindfold  on,  because  1  had  no  idea  what 
I  would  get  from  it.  ‘Optimara  Texas  IF  is  a  dark  blue 
standard,  and  ‘Rob’s  Willawong’  is  a  pink  semi-mini 
trailer.  I  wasn’t  so  driven  to  create  a  violet  of  any 
specific  color  or  size;  again,  I  just  wanted  to  get  to 
the  next  step.  Within  a  week  or  two,  I  had  a  seed¬ 
pod  developing.  Very  exciting!  What  seemed  like 
months  later,  I  had  a  fully  dried  seedpod. 

For  my  first  effort  I  had  used  seed  starting  cells 
with  no  luck,  so  I  decided  to  just  scatter  the  seeds  on 
a  damp  paper  towel  in  a  lUpperware  container  and 
see  if  I  got  anything.  Boy,  did  I  get  something!  I  had 
about  sixty  seedlings  start  on  the  paper  towel! 

When  they  were  large  enough  to  be  transfened 
to  starter  cells  (little  flat  peat  cells  that  you  add  water 
to  and  they  expand) ,  I  cut  the  paper  towel  around 
the  roots  and  placed  the  plantlets  in  the  cells. 

Because  it  was  the  first  time  I  had  made  it  to  this 
stage,  I  only  planted  half  of  the  babies  in  case  I  lost 
the  transplants.  I  lost  a  lot,  which  is  inevitable,  but 
now  have  twenty-nine  plants  of  vaiying  size.  About 
7  have  bloomed,  and  while  I  may  not  set  the  world 
of  African  violets  on  fire  with  the  results  so  far,  it  is 
like  opening  a  present  even/  time  a  new  one  blooms! 

I’ve  read  where  you  expect  to  toss  about  96%  of 
what  you  get,  which  is  really  hard  to  do.  I  have  a 
way  to  go,  but  with  twenty-two  more  plants  to 
come  into  bloom,  there  may  be  one  or  two  worthy 
of  registration. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob ’s  Fuddy  Duddy 

Exhibited  by:  Loma  Russell 
Hybridized  by:  R.  Robinson 
Semiminiature 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Episcia 
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Exhibited  by:  Beverley  Williams 
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III  Search  of  jNcW  Violets  Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Dr.  Jeff  Smithy  The  Indiana  Academy  Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


One  of  the  things  that  has  always 
impressed  me  about  the  people  who 
grow  African  violets  is  their  willingness 
to  share  information  about  their  plants 
and  what  kinds  of  problems  they  run 
into.  While  many  of  these  observations 
are  not  “research”  in  the  strict  sense  of 
a  scientifically  controlled  experiment, 
they  are  often  very  good  places  to 
begin  to  question  and  understand  why 
our  plants  grow  like  they  do. 

Sometimes  these  observations  lead  to  more  detailed 
scientific  studies,  but  often  the  general  observations 
from  the  casual  grower  are  perfectly  good 
information  on  their  own.  Several  of  the  questions 
in  this  column  put  together  some  observations 
from  other  growers  on  various  ways  certain  traits 
are  being  expressed  in  their  plants. 

Q:  When  some  of  my  minis  develop  a 
Siamese  twin  leaf,  the  crown  often  collapses 
or  disappears  and  is  replaced  by  multiple 
crowns.  Eve  tried  pruning  the  plant  down  to 
a  single  crown ,  but  find  it  difficult  to  restore 
the  growth  of  the  plant  to  normal  Are  the 
Siamese  twin  leaves  the  cause  of  the 
problem  or  are  they  just  a  symptom  of  a 
general  collapse  of  the  crown? 

A:  Many  growers  have  experienced  the 
occurrence  of  Siamese  twin  leaves,  where  there 
are  two  leaf  blades  joined  onto  a  single  leaf 
petiole.  I’ve  never  given  them  much  thought 
before;  it  was  just  something  that  happened  from 
time  to  time  on  some  plants.  I  never  connected 
them  to  the  collapse  of  the  crown  until  your  note, 
but  now  that  you  make  that  connection,  it 
certainly  fits  with  my  own  observations. 

The  Siamese  twin  leaves  are  probably  caused 
when  the  geometric  growth  pattern  is  disrupted 
in  the  lobes  of  the  apical  meristem  that  develop 
into  leaves.  Generally,  the  pattern  is  very  precise 
which  is  why  we  can  grow  African  violets  with 


such  wonderful  geometric  symmetry. 
The  spacing  of  the  lobes  is  under  the 
genetic  control  of  certain 
developmental  genes  in  the  apical 
meristem.  In  the  case  of  Siamese  twin 
leaves,  two  lobes  are  probably 
overlapping,  or  one  lobe  is  over- 
stimulated  and  develops  into  two  leaf 
blades.  What  exactly  causes  the 
pattern  to  change  is  unknown,  but  it 
could  be  a  simple  mutating  or 
sporting  of  one  of  the  development  control  genes 
in  the  apical  meristem. 

The  multi-crowning  that  follows  the 
appearance  of  Siamese  twin  leaves  is  probably  a 
further  manifestation  of  the  changes  in  the 
development  genes  of  the  apical  meristem.  For 
example,  it  may  be  that  Siamese  twin  leaves  are 
the  first  symptom  of  the  mutation  and  multi¬ 
crowning  is  a  continued  expression  of  the  muta¬ 
tion.  It’s  difficult  to  nail  down  which  is  the  cause 
and  which  is  the  result. 

* 

Once  the  mutation  has  occurred,  it  is  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  get  the  plant  trained  back  to 
a  single  crown.  Even  removing  the  crowns  and 
starting  them  over  doesn’t  usually  correct  the 
problem.  The  crowns  continue  to  sport  and  grow 
multi-crowned.  If  a  plant  has  had  this  mutation 
occur,  the  best  solution  I  can  offer  is  to  restart 
the  plant  from  a  leaf  cutting.  The  new  plants 
that  develop  from  leaf  cuttings  will  likely  be  free 
from  the  mutation  of  the  original  apical 
meristem  and  should  grow  normally.  If  you  see 
the  appearance  of  a  Siamese  twin  leaf  on  a 
plant,  you  might  start  a  leaf  cutting  immediately, 
knowing  that  the  plant  is  probably  doomed  to 
have  the  multiple  crown  problem  in  the  near 
future. 

Q:  Eve  noticed  that  African  violets 
rarely  set  seed  pods  by  themselves.  Why 
is  that? 
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A:  African  violets  must  have  the  anthers  of  the 
stamens  broken  open  to  release  the  pollen.  They 
do  not  normally  release  the  pollen  on  their  own. 
Without  pollen,  there  will  be  no  seed  set.  If  you  do 
find  seed  pods  on  an  African  violet,  they  usually 
have  occurred  for  one  of  two  reasons.  The  first  is 
that  the  anthers  have  been  attacked  by  thrips, 
which  have  released  the  pollen  and  caused  the 
seed  pod  to  set.  Thrips  can  usually  be  detected  by 
looking  for  spilled  pollen  on  the  lower  petals. 
They  are  especially  attracted  to  darker  colored 
flowers,  especially  the  dark  coral  reds.  The  second 
reason  you  might  get  a  seed  pod  is  that  the  style 
of  the  pistil  may  grow  sideways  and  actually  into 
an  anther.  If  the  tip  or  stigma  penetrates  the 
anther,  pollination  may  occur  naturally  and  a  seed 
pod  may  result. 

In  nature,  bees  are  thought  to  “buzz”  the 
flowers  for  the  pollen.  Buzz  pollination  is  when  the 
bee  vibrates  the  flower  at  a  high  frequency  causing 
the  pollen  to  be  released  from  a  special  pore  at  one 
tip.  Buzz  pollination  is  common  in  a  number  of 
plants  such  as  tomatoes.  When  the  pollen  is 
released  and  collected  by  the  bees  for  food,  they 
get  dusted  with  the  pollen.  When  the  bee  visits 
another  flower,  the  pollen  can  be  transferred  to  the 
stigma,  resulting  in  pollination  and  a  seed  pod. 

Q:  I’d  like  to  hybridize  with  some  hybrids 
that  have  double  petals.  I’ve  noticed  that 
they  don  *t  seem  have  any  stamens  or  pollen. 
Can  I  still  use  them  as  the  seed  parent? 


A:  Many  flowers  with  double  petals  have 
converted  the  stamens  into  the  extra  petals. 
They  essentially  make  them  male  sterile  and 
difficult  to  use  as  a  pollen  parent.  In  most  cases, 
the  pistil  is  unaffected,  but  may  be  hidden  under 
the  petals.  You  can  usually  use  these  plants  as  a 
seed  parent,  but  you  may  have  to  hunt  to  find 
the  pistil  to  pollinate  it. 

Q:  I’ve  been  trying  to  hybridize  for 
green  edges  and  have  noticed  that  the 
seedlings  that  have  light  green  foliage 
are  much  more  likely  to  have  green 
edges.  The  seedlings  with  dark  green 
foliage  usually  have  dark  colored flowers 
and  no  green  edges.  Can  I  ever  get  a 
plant  with  dark  flowers  and  green 
edges? 

A:  Your  observation  of  the  foliage  color  and 
the  presence  or  absence  of  green  edges  on  the 
flowers  suggests  that  the  traits  are  linked. 
Lighter  green  foliage  plants  usually  do  have 
lighter  colored  flowers.  Darker  green  foliage 
plants  usually  have  the  darker  flower  colors.  It 
may  be  that  green  edges  are  only  expressed 
well  on  the  lighter  flower  colors.  This  doesn’t 
mean  it  is  impossible  to  get  green  edges  on  the 
darker  colors,  but  it  appears  that  it  will  be 
much  more  difficult  to  get  this  combination. 
Keep  watching  your  seedlings  and  see  what 
you  get,  and  thanks  for  noticing  the  linkage 
between  the  foliage  color  and  green  edges. 
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Coming  Events  Deadlines 


January  Issue  -  November  1 
March  Issue  -  January  1 


July  Issue  -  May  1 
September  Issue  -  July  1 


May  Issue  -  March  1  November  Issue  -  September  1 
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101  Oak  Heights  Drive  •  Oakdale,  PA  15071 

Email:  georgena@verizon.net 


A  Family  Portrait 

By  Georgette  Albrecht 


This  handsome  gesneriad 
is  Kohleria  (koh-LEER-ee-ah) 

‘Peridot’s  Killope.’  It  was  grown  and 
shown  by  Doris  Brownlie,  of 
Canada,  and  graced  the  table  of 
honor  at  the  Ohio  State  Show  in 
2010.  Kohlerias  are  not  an  easy 
plant  to  grow  for  show.  Her  ability  to 
grow  this  to  perfection  amazes  me 
because  my  Kohlerias  always  look 
like  sprawling  snakes  invading  their 
neighbor,  most  probably  because  I  grow  them 
too  hot  and  in  too  little  light. 


Kohleria  ‘Peridot’s  Killope’ 

Kohlerias  inhabit  the  highlands  of  Colombia 
where  it  is  cool  and  bright.  They  prefer 
temperatures  of  55  to  65  degrees  F.  Light  is  best 
if  they  are  placed  at  the  center  of  two  to  four 
fluorescent  tubes,  lighted  at  least  eight  to  ten 
hours  a  day.  They  can  also  thrive  at  a  sunny 
east  window  where  it  is  cool.  The  bottom  shelf 
of  a  light  garden  might  be  the  coolest  place  for 
them.  They  bloom  and  grow  best  with  a  ten 
degree  drop  in  temperature  at  night.  Plant  them 
in  azalea  or  bulb  pots  as  they  need  a  light,  airy 
soil  medium  that  can  dry  out  quickly.  Rhizomes 
should  be  planted  horizontally  about  one-  inch 
below  the  top  of  the  soil  line.  Do  not  use  a  soil 


mix  that  contains  timed-release 
fertilizer.  If  the  dark,  velvety  leaves 
show  a  halo  around  the  edge,  there 
is  too  much  fertilizer,  or  the  plant 
has  been  fertilized  when  the  soil  was 
dry.  Having  perfect  foliage  on  this 
plant  is  difficult.  My  hat’s  off  to  you, 
Doris. 

Rhizomes  can  be  very  large,  and 
many  recommend  breaking  them  into 
pieces.  Generally,  this  has  not  worked 
for  me.  Mine  do  best  when  stored  whole  in  plastic 
bags  with  some  slightly  damp  sphagnum  moss. 
When  you  see  small  growth  emerging  from  the 
tip,  it  is  time  to  plant.  Propagation  can  be  by  seed, 
propagule,  rhizome,  cutting,  or  layering.  Because 
mine  have  such  long  stems,  it  is  easy  to  twirl 
them  around  and  pin  them  down  in  the  same  pot 
or  place  a  pot  near  enough  to  pin  the  stems. 
Once,  a  broken  stem  was  placed  in  the  pot  and 
just  continued  to  bloom  while  it  was  rooting.  It 
lost  the  bottom  leaves,  though.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  no  gesneriad  should  ever  be  completely 
defoliated  from  the  tuber  or  rhizome  because  they 
may  never  send  up  new  growth.  Of  course,  there 
are  always  exceptions  -  as  Achimenes  must 
defoliate  completely  in  their  growth  cycle. 

Here  is  another 
plant  grown  by  Doris, 

Aeschynanthus  humilis 
(aes-chy-NAN-thus) , 
formerly  Aeschynan¬ 
thus  hildebrandii. 

This  plant  is  not  easy 
to  grow  either.  It  likes 
cool  temperatures 
about  65  to  70 
degrees  F.  Growth 
habit  is  upright,  not 
the  usual  trailing 
habit.  Most  Aeschy¬ 
nanthus  come  from 


A  eschynanthus 
humilis 
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the  tropics  of  New  Guinea,  Borneo,  and  beyond,  them  on  the  bottom  shelf  of  a  light  garden 
They  like  a  lean,  airy  soil  mix  and  at  least  directly  in  the  center,  only  four  to  five  inches 
50%  humidity.  Go  lightly  on  the  fertilizer.  Place  from  the  tubes. 


AVSA  Office  Hours 
Monday  -  Thursday 
9:00  am  -  4:00  pm 


OBSERVATION 

By  Ton  DeRousse 


Clean  soil  and  the  care  of  your  beautiful 
African  violets  is  very  important.  Watching  out 
for  harmful  pests,  like  mealy  bugs,  requires 
constant  observation.  It  is  easy  to  forget  about 
the  harm  that  can  come  from  not  being  aware 
of  destructive  pests  and  looking  for  them. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Tucson  AVS  for 
about  ten  years.  My  first  encounter  with  them 
was  shortly  after  I  joined  the  club,  when  I  had 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  African  violets  that  I 
had  ever  seen.  At  that  time,  I  had  around  fifty 
plants  in  communal  trays  for  easy  watering.  I 
also  thought  I  knew  all  about  mealy  bugs  and 
never  worried  about  them. 

I  continually  rearranged  my  plants  as  I  saw 
fit,  to  other  trays.  That’s  how  it  started.  One  day 
while  watering,  I  noticed  little  white  specks 
about  the  size  of  small  perlite  granules.  After 
searching  around  with  a  magnifying  glass,  I 
noticed  they  were  slowing  moving  around.  I 
was  shocked!  Now  what? 

I  immediately  called  Kathy  Bell,  my  mentor, 
who  explained  everything  to  me.  The  cleanup 
would  be  lengthy,  and  I  was  told  to  throw  them 
out  unless  I  really,  really  wanted  to  save  them. 
Of  course,  I  wanted  to  save  them! 

In  order  to  prevent  further  infestation,  I 
placed  them  onto  individual  saucers,  which 
allowed  me  to  treat  them  separately  while 


regularly  flushing  them  out  and  treating  them 
with  chemicals  for  several  months.  I  have  since 
learned  of  all  the  many  ways  to  treat  this 
problem,  and  there  are  many,  many  ways.  But 
no  matter  how  you  treat  your  plants,  it  can 
happen  again! 

Recently,  while  watering,  I  found  them  in  a 
plant  in  an  Oyama  pot.  I  separated  it  from  the 
others  but  realized  later  that  I  had  set  the  inner 
pot  on  the  table  with  other  plants.  Back  to  the 
magnifying  glass! 

I  believe  that  we  should  never  over¬ 
emphasize  the  importance  of  cleanliness  and 
awareness  of  how  we  can  affect  other  plants.  I 
learned  the  value  of  Marathon  and  alcohol 
swabs  for  the  leaf  mealy  bugs.  An  infestation 
can  happen  so  easily. 

I  also  realized  what  could  happen  when 
bringing  plants  to  be  judged  at  an  annual  show, 
where  hundreds  are  sitting  next  to  each  other.  It 
is  far  too  easy  to  contaminate  other  plants,  and 
it  is  up  to  us  to  inspect  our  plants  before 
entering  them  in  shows.  Conscientious 
inspectors  have  their  hands  full  checking  all  the 
many  entries,  while  miniscule  insects  could  be 
overlooked.  I  now  realize  that  in  order  to  grow 
those  beautiful  violets,  there  are  responsibilities 
not  only  to  my  plants  but  to  all  the  others  on 
display. 
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Registration  Report  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

By  Joe  Bruns  Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00 
($5.00  for  non-members)  for  each 
plant,  and  is  valid  for  two  years, 
after  which  time  it  may  be  extended 
two  years  for  an  additional  $1.00 
($5.00  for  non-members),  regis¬ 
tration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  ($25.00 
for  non-members)  unless  completed 
within  the  reservation  period,  in  which 
case  the  balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00  for  non¬ 
members). 

Hans  Inpijn  -  Dana  Point,  CA 

‘Hans’  Pink  Surprise’  (10379)  12/20/2010  (H. 

Inpijn)  Double  pale  pink  star/darker  eye. 

Medium  green,  plain,  pointed,  glossy. 

Semiminiature 


Linda  Nesvacil  -  Wisconsin  Dells,  WI 
Rrav’s  Irish  Dream’  (10380) 
12/29/2010  (L.  Nesvacil)  Single  white 
sticktite  pansy/green  edge.  Medium 
green,  plain,  wavy.  Standard 

Lynn  Canning  -  Overland  Park,  KS 
‘LC’s  Valentine’  (10381)  01/10/201  1  (L. 
Canning)  Double  red  and  white  mottled  star/ 
frilled  white  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
scalloped.  Standard 

REGISTRATION  CHANGES 

The  following  description  has  been  changed  at 
the  request  of  the  hybridizer: 

‘Jersey  Girl  Trailer’  (10374)  Change  name  to 

‘Jersey  Girl  Trail’. 


The  AVSA  Library  Complete  List  of  Rentals 
can  now  be  found  on  the  AVSA  Web  Site. 

www.AVSA.org 

The  COMPLETE  201 1  Philadelphia/Cherry 
Hill  Convention  Information  Pages 

containing  convention  and  show  schedules, 
design  division,  convention  and  hotel 
registration  information,  etc.,  are  now 
available  for  download  online  at 
www.avsa.org.  Please  make  copies  for  those 
in  your  local  club  without  Internet  access. 
The  2011  Convention  Information  pages  are 
also  now  available  at  no  charge  through  the  AVSA  office: 
Phone:  (409)  839-4725,  Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 
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SOME  THOUGHTS  ABOUT 
POTTING  METHODS 

By  Sue  Gardner 


There  are  two  main  methods  of  re-potting  an 
African  violet.  The  first  method  involves 
removing  most  of  the  old  potting  mix  and  maybe 
trimming  the  roots  a  little.  The  second  is  called 
“mold  potting”  and  merely  transfers  the  complete 
contents  of  the  old  pot  in  to  a  new  pot  and 
topping  up  the  potting  mix. 

Let’s  compare  the  benefits  and  drawbacks  of 
each  method.  First,  we  need  to  answer  to  the 
following  question. 

Why  do  we  re-pot  an  African  violet? 

There  are  several  reasons  why  we’re  pot. 

1 .  The  plant  has  become  too  large  for  the  pot. 

2.  The  roots  are  pot  bound. 

3.  The  pH  of  the  potting  mix  has  become  too 
acid  (usually)  or  too  alkaline. 

4.  The  plant  has  developed  a  neck. 

5.  The  plant  is  not  growing  well. 

6.  There  is  a  build  up  of  fertilizer  salts  often 
collecting  on  the  top  of  the  potting  mix. 

7.  Small  plantlets  need  transferring  to  a  new  pot. 

Which  potting  method  is  best  in  the  above 
circumstances? 

If  the  plant  is  too  large  for  the  pot,  we  need  to 
choose  a  larger  pot,  and  therefore  add  more 
potting  mix.  If  we  want  to  remove  some  of  the 
old  potting  mix,  do  this  by  “teasing  out”  the 
roots.  Then  we  can  pot  up  into  a  larger  pot. 

If  it  is  not  long  before  a  show  and  we  want  to 
disturb  the  plant  as  little  as  possible,  mold  potting 
is  ideal.  Press  the  old  pot  down  into  a  hole  made 
in  fresh  potting  mix.  This  will  “mold”  a  hole  the 
shape  of  the  plant’s  current  pot.  Carefully  remove 
the  plant  from  the  pot  and  place  the  root  ball  into 
the  hole  made  of  the  larger  pot.  This  will  be  easy 


if  the  roots  are  pot  bound. 

If  a  plant  has  been  in  its  old  pot  for  many, 
months,  the  pH  of  the  potting  mix  may  have 
become  acid.  It  mix  needs  to  a  pH  of  about  6.5  to 
thrive.  If  we  do  not  replace  a  good  amount  of  the 
old  mix,  the  acidity  will  not  be  corrected.  So  in 
this  case,  mold  potting  has  its  drawbacks. 
Sometimes  the  mix  may  become  alkaline  from 
alkaline  water.  In  that  case  it  is  also  best  to 
replace  the  potting  mix. 

If  your  plant  has  developed  a  neck,  you  will 
need  to  cut  off  some  of  the  root  ball  and  pot  the 
plant  down.  This  will  mean  the  removal  of  most 
of  the  old  potting  mix  and  the  plant  will  enjoy 
the  new  mix.  Mold  potting  is  not  an  option. 

Often  when  a  plant  is  not  growing  well  there 
is  a  problem  with  the  potting  mix.  In  that  case 
we  would  be  best  to  remove  most  of  the  mix  and 
replace  it  with  fresh  potting  mix.  Mold  potting 
may  not  help  rejuvenate  the  plant. 

When  there  is  a  build  up  of  fertilizer  salts,  as 
much  of  the  potting  mix  should  be  removed  as 
possible.  If  you  use  the  mold  polling  method,  you 
will  leave  all  the  salts  in  the  pot  to  do  damage. 

In  the  case  of  small  plantlets,  if  they  have 
been  in  polling  mix  for  a  short  time,  mold  potting 
may  disturb  the  roots  minimally  and  be  benefi¬ 
cial.  If  however  they  are  being  removed  from  a 
mother  leaf,  the  potting  mix  will  probably  be  at 
least  3/4  months  old.  It  will  be  best  to  remove 
most  of  the  old  mix. 

What  do  we  conclude? 

Mold  potting  has  limited  uses.  In  most  cases  it 
is  best  to  remove  as  much  of  the  old  potting  mix 
as  you  can  and  give  your  plant  fresh  mix  in 
which  to  grow. 
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Question  Box  p.o.  box  9  •  Naples,  ny  14512 

By  Ralph  Robinson  Email:  robsviolet@aolcom 

As  is  always  the  case,  we  are  far  too  '■■•***?*!_  c°l°rs  like  red  and  pink  appear  more  so. 
busy  to  reply  to  mail  (or  e-mail),  though  jg  %  Also,  for  deeper,  more  intense  bloom  color, 
we  do  read  all  of  it.  Should  you  want  a  ,*  i  grow  the  plant  in  cooler  temperatures-say, 

personal  reply,  we  are  more  than  willing  to  #  *  65-75F  degrees.  Other  aspects  of  good 

answer  phone  calls  made  during  our  p  - A  A"  /  culture,  like  watering,  soil,  and  feeding 


normal  business  hours  (12-5  pm  EST), 
since  we  can  work  and  talk  at  the  same 
time.  For  those  with  access  to  the  internet, 
we  can  be  reached  at  robsvioletaol.com  or  via  our 
web-site  at  www.violetbarn.com.  The  web-site 
also  contains  a  wealth  of  information  (and 
answers  to  many  of  your  questions) . 

Question :  I  ordered  two  ' Tomahawk ' 
standard  violets.  When  they  bloomed,  they 
were  not  red.  The  color  is  actually  purple.  I 
was  very  disappointed,  since  the 
description  is  that  it  is  the  “reddest”  of 
reds. 

Answer:  You  have  the  proper  plant  - 
unfortunately  there  is  not  taie,  “fire-engine  red” 
in  violets.  Genetically,  this  color  does  not 
currently  exist.  Though  an  older  variety,  the  color 
of  the  bloom  on  ‘Tomahawk’  is  still  about  the 
“reddest”  one  can  find  on  African  violets. 
Knowing  this,  hybridizers,  sellers,  and  collectors 
of  African  violets  often  describe  colors  in  the 
most  generic  way.  You’ll  find  that  being  the  case 
with  blue  (at  what  point  does  blue  become  more 
purple  than  blue?),  coral,  yellow,  and  most  other 
colors  as  well. 

The  perceived  color  will  vary  greatly  with  the 
light  in  which  the  plant  is  grown  -  either  the 
window  or  the  light  bulb  it  is  placed  under.  The 
“color”  (spectrum)  of  the  light  will  greatly 
influence  the  appearance  (not  actual)  color  of  the 
plant.  For  example,  most  “cool”  white  florescent 
bulbs  will  make  blues  “bluer”  and  reds  less  “red.” 
Windows,  depending  upon  what  kind  of  light  the 
glass  filters  out,  can  have  a  similar  effect. 
“Warmer”  light,  produced  by  many  incandescent 
or  “wide  spectrum”  florescent  bulbs,  can  make 


p  w  play  a  role,  too.  Sorry  for  your 
disappointment,  but  you  do  have  one  of 

the  “reddest”  varieties  that  you  can  hope  to 
find  in  African  violets. 

Question:  I  have  many  of  your  plants 
and  watering  them  has  become  a  chore, 
but  Tm  addicted  to  violets  and  still  want 
more.  I  saw  your  virtual  tour  and  read  that 
you  used  a  capillary  method  of  watering, 
and  this  is  what  I  wish  to  do.  We  are  in  the 
process  of  designing  a  Jew  nice  wooden 
table  tops  to  set  the  violets  on,  and  I  don ’t 
know  how  to  make  them  water  proof.  / 
understand  that  you  are  using  acrylic 
blanket  to  distribute  the  water,  but  are  you 
also  using  wicks?  Do  you  water  them 
every  time  the  mat  gets  dry? 

Answer:  Building  furniture  just  for  your 
plants  certainly  is  one  of  the  signs  of  an  addiction 
-  you’re  now  one  of  us!  We  buy  (cheap)  acrylic 
blankets  to  use  as  our  matting,  cutting  them  to  fit 
our  shelves.  For  small  numbers  of  plants,  you 
can  cut  the  material  to  fit  inside  a  waterproof  tray 
or  saucer.  We  have  large  shelves,  the  surface  of 
which  is  plywood.  Along  the  edge  of  the  shelf 
we’ve  tacked  strips  of  (‘check  stop’)  molding, 
which  acts  as  the  “lip”  for  our  giant  “tray.”  To 
waterproof,  we  seal  with  a  thick  coating  of 
fiberglass  resin.  This  goes  for  about  $40  a  gallon 
and  quickly  hardens  and  bonds  as  a  clear  plastic 
(polyester)  coating  to  the  wood  shelves.  Do  a 
thorough  job  and  seal  completely.  There’s  almost 
no  limit  to  the  size  or  shape  of  waterproof  shelf 
(tray)  one  can  create  this  way. 

We  don’t  find  it  necessary  to  add  wicks  to  the 
pots,  so  long  as  the  pot  bottom  makes  good 
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contact  with  the  blanket.  A  single  small  drainage 
hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  pots  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  allow  water  from  the  blanket  to 
work  its  way  into  the  pot  and  wet  the  soil.  When 
we  first  built  the  shelves,  we  intended  to  just 
flood  the  surface  with  a  thin  layer  of  water,  like  a 
giant  saucer,  without  use  of  blankets.  Two 
problems:  first,  some  pots  with  flat  bottoms 
would  make  a  “seal”  with  the  shelf  and  not  allow 
water  in  and,  second,  this  required  the  large 
shelves  to  be  perfectly  flat,  which  was  difficult 
over  such  a  large  area.  The  blankets  solve  both 
of  these  problems. 

Though  you  could  keep  blankets  wet  all  of  the 
time,  we  choose  not  to.  We  add  enough  water  to 
each  shelf  so  that  it  appears  a  bit  “puddly” 
immediately  after  watering  (you  can  create  a 
small  splash  if  you  slap  the  blanket).  A  few 
hours  later,  the  blanket  will  only  be  very  damp. 
In  another  few  days,  it  will  be  dry,  or  nearly  so. 
We’ll  water  again  when  the  plants  tell  us  to  - 
when  the  surface  of  the  soil  is  dry  to  the  touch  - 
the  rule  of  thumb  to  use  for  any  method  of 
watering.  Should  you  want  to  keep  plants 
constantly  wet,  you  would  need  to  use  more 
perlite  in  your  soil  mix.  The  wetter  you  keep  the 
soil,  the  more  perlite  you  need  to  use.  This 
method  of  watering  is  certainly  more  convenient. 
We  can  water  hundreds  (thousands)  of  plants  in 
a  very  short  time.  It’s  not  perfect,  though.  Any 
method  that  simultaneously  waters  many  plants 
is,  almost  by  definition,  watering  some  plants 
more,  and  some  less,  than  needed.  For  us,  it’s  a 
short-cut  worth  taking. 

Question:  I  just  received  some  Neem  oil 
to  take  care  of  powdery  mildew  on  my 
violets.  I  just  want  to  confirm  that  it's 
okay  to  spray  it  on  my  violets.  I  was 
always  told  not  to  get  the  leaves  wet  or 
the  plant  will  die.  Is  there  any  truth  to 
this? 

Answer:  As  long  as  you  use  water  that  is 
room  temperature,  or  slightly  warmer,  the  plants 
will  be  fine.  It  is  not  the  water,  per  se,  that 
damages  your  violets,  but  the  temperature  of  the 
water.  Once  you’ve  gotten  the  leaves  wet,  keep 


your  violets  out  of  cold  drafts  and  out  of  direct 
sunlight,  where  it  might  get  chilled  or 
overheated.  If  you’re  growing  on  a  light  stand 
under  artificial  light,  this  is  rarely  a  problem.  As 
for  neem  oil,  this  is  a  wonderful  product, 
especially  to  control  powdery  mildew,  which  can 
often  be  a  persistent  problem.  It  is  very  effective 
and  safe  to  use  in  the  home. 

Question:  I  have  been  reading  the 
Growing  to  Show  book,  and  the  section  on 
water  has  me  concerned.  It  says  that 
chloramines  exist  in  the  water  and  cannot 
be  boiled  away.  Over  time ,  they  cause 
toxicity  in  the  plant  and  the  leaves  get 
gel-like.  I  use  tap  water  that  I  boil  and 
then  let  sit  at  room  temperature.  I  was 
wondering  what  you  use  to  water  your 
violets?  The  other  alternative  I  could 
personally  use  is  collecting  rain  water  and 
straining  that  as  well  as  boiling  it.  I  do 
have  a  rain  barrel. 

Answer:  I’ll  begin  my  answer  to  this  question 
the  same  way  I  do  many  others.  If  what  you’re 
doing  now  is  working,  don’t  change  it  and  don’t 
worry  about  it.  For  my  first  20  years  growing 
violets  I  used  municipal  water  out  of  the  tap  (yes, 
they  added  chloramines),  with  little  consequence. 
For  the  last  20,  we’ve  had  to  use  well-water 
(with  no  additives).  Given  the  choice,  I’d  return 
to  the  municipal  water  in  a  heartbeat! 

This  is  not  to  say  that  chloramine  is  of  no 
concern  -  just  not  greater  than  any  number  of 
others  faced  by  the  grower.  Chloramine  is  a 
chemical  compound  (of  ammonia  and  chlorine) 
added  in  low  concentrations  as  disinfectant  to 
municipal  water,  as  an  alternative  to  “free” 
chlorine.  It  has  been  used  by  municipal  water 
systems  for  many  decades.  Its  use  is  becoming 
more  widespread,  since  it  is  more  stable  than 
chlorine  and  does  not  dissipate  from  the  water 
before  reaching  users.  Precisely  because  it  does 
not  easily  dissipate,  it  is  likely  to  remain  in  the 
water  when  used  on  your  plants.  Unlike  chlorine, 
you  cannot  “age”  your  water,  leaving  it  out  in 
open  containers  for  a  day  or  two,  until  the 
chlorine  has  left  the  water.  Chloramine  also 
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cannot  be  removed  from  the  water  by  boiling, 
distilling,  or  reverse-osmosis  filtration.  According 
the  EPA,  the  best  means  of  removing  chloramine 
is  by  use  of  an  activated  carbon  system  -  a 
quality,  granulated,  activated  filter  and  allowing 
sufficient  contact  time  with  the  water  being 
treated.  The  best  of  these  multistage  systems  can 
remove  nearly  all  of  the  chloramines  (as  well  as 
most  other  contaminants) . 

After  all  of  this  “scary”  stuff,  why  not  be 
concerned?  First,  unless  your  municipal  water 
authority  is  negligent  and  using  chloramines 
above  recommended  levels,  it  should  be  harmless 
for  both  humans  and  plants.  Second,  to  the 
extent  that  you  might  be  concerned  about 
cumulative  effects  on  your  plants,  this  is  only  an 
issue  if  other  good  cultural  practices  are  absent. 
One  of  these  is  regular  repotting  of  your  plants. 
Violets,  and  most  other  plants,  should  be  repotted 
at  least  once  per  year,  better  every  six  months. 
By  refreshing  the  soil  regularly,  you  will  be 
removing  much  of  the  contaminants  in  the  soil, 
such  as  chloramines,  fertilizer  salts,  and  the  like. 
With  us,  given  what  comes  with  our  well-water, 
this  is  a  must  (again,  we’d  LOVE  to  have 
municipal  water) .  If  you  use  a  constant- watering 
method,  like  wicking,  or  self-watering  pots, 
regular  refreshing  of  the  soil  is  a  must,  since  the 
soil  is  not  “cleansed”  as  it  would  be  with  top 
watering. 


As  for  using  rain  water,  this  might  be  a 
solution,  so  long  as  you  are  sure  to  filter  and 
sanitize  it,  which  you  suggest  would  be  done.  Be 
aware,  though,  that  rain  water  is  not  always  as 
“pure”  as  you  might  think.  The  water  is  only  as 
good  as  what  it  is  running  off  of,  or  collected  in. 
It’s  also  surprising  how  much  dirt  and  pollution  is 
washed  into  your  barrel  with  the  water.  Even  if 
all  else  is  clean,  the  air  the  rain  falls  through  may 
not  be!  Since  this  can  only  be  determined  after 
the  fact,  you  can  try  collecting  water  this  way 
and  judge  by  the  results. 

Question:  Do  you  know  if  you  can  plant 
African  violets  in  a  strawberry  pot  and 
have  them  grow  well ? 

Answer:  Yes.  For  the  fun  of  it,  we’ve  done 
this  before,  with  some  success.  Because  of  their 
naturally  spreading  nature,  the  trailing  varieties 
are  the  best  choice  for  this  use.  For  smaller 
containers,  use  the  miniature  or  semiminiature 
varieties.  Be  sure  that  your  pot  has  a  means  of 
drainage  -  drill  a  hole  in  the  bottom  if  it’s  not 
there  already.  Also,  be  careful  in  watering  your 
plants  after  first  potting  them,  since  it  may  take  a 
while  for  them  to  adequately  fill  the  pot  with 
roots.  Use  a  light  soil  mix,  containing  plenty  of 
perlite,  for  the  same  reason.  This  will  allow  you 
to  more  heavily  water  the  pot  without  risk  of 
damaging  the  plants. 


WHY  REMOVE 
SUCKERS/SIDE  SHOOTS? 


By  Sue  Gardner 


Some  people  wonder  why  we  bother  to  remove 
suckers,  also  called  side  shoots,  on  a  standard 
African  violet.  They  suggest  that  it  is  best  to  allow 
the  plant  to  grow  as  it  likes. 

If  however  if  suckers,  are  allowed  to  develop, 
the  plant  will  become  an  untidy  mass  of  leaves. 
This  will  block  light  from  reaching  the  center 
leaves.  Why  is  that  important?  It  is  known  that 
African  violets  usually  produce  flowers  in  the 
axils  of  the  center  three  rows  of  leaves.  From 
experience  I  have  found  that  the  crown  or  center 
leaves  need  to  receive  light  to  stimulate  flower 


bud  production.  So  keep  the  center  leaves  open  to 
the  light. 

Why  can  we  grow  trailers  that  flower  if  the 
above  is  true?  Trailers  have  smaller  leaves  that 
are  further  apart  which  allows  more  light  to  pen¬ 
etrate.  If,  however  you  allow  a  trailer  to  become 
too  bushy,  flowering  will  be  restricted.  That  is 
why  leaves  are  pruned  to  open  the  plant  to  light 
producing  optimum  flowering. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Mom  AV  Group,  Australia 
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Buckeye  Too 
Tempting 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by:  Pat  Hancock 

Large  Standard 
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The  Springtail  Saga 

By  Sheila  A.  Ando 

President,  Triangle  African  Violet  Society 
Sando8888@gmail.com 

45  London  Way  •  Spring  Lake,  NC  28930  •  910-893-5120 


I  think  it  started  when  I  asked  for  new  grow- 
lights  for  my  makeshift  plant  stand.  Usually 
Valentine’s  Day  calls  for  jewelry  and/or 
chocolates  from  my  husband.  But  this  year,  I 
thought  I’d  be  practical  and  ask  for  something 
really  useful  -  hence  the  grow  lights. 

Let  me  step  back  a  little,  though.  A  few 
months  ago,  I  wrote  about  the  “Upside  of 
Downsizing”  because  my  daughter  and  her 
family  came  to  live  with  us  and  the  violet 
collection  did  the  “downsizing”.  So,  now  I’ve 
found  a  way  to  go  vertical  -  my  new  plant  stand 
(still  in  the  dining  room)  has  morphed  into  a 
white  shelving  unit  with  five  shelves  from  my 
local  home  improvement  store.  One  light  per 
shelf  was  bungee  corded  to  the  underside  of  four 
of  the  shelves. 

So,  now  that  my  collection  had  increased 
substantially,  it  became  more  time-consuming  to 
water  them  all  by  hand  “from  the  top”.  Most  of 
them  were  repotted,  wicked,  and  placed  on 
reservoirs.  Mission  completed  by  the  end  of 
January  2011.  All  the  plants  looked  so  neat  and 
orderly  atop  their  square  containers,  and  the 
fresh  water  looked  so  pristine  in  the  wells.  Then 
came  February  14th  and  my  Valentine’s  Day  gift 
from  hubby  -  two-tube  lights  for  each  shelf.  The 
glow  was  awesome!  This,  however,  triggered  my 
first  problem,  algae.  I  couldn’t  stand  seeing  the 
reservoirs  turn  green  in  the  blink  of  an  eye.  So,  I 
tried  to  look  the  other  way  for  about  a  week  and 
ignore  the  green  hue  of  the  water. 

When  I  couldn’t  stand  it  any  longer,  I  grabbed 
the  first  plant  and  took  it  to  the  sink  to  rinse  the 
well  and  put  in  fresh  fertilized  water.  At  first,  I 
thought  there  were  minute  shards  of  peat 
floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  However, 
after  I  peered  intently  at  the  floating  mass,  it 
separated  and  started  twitching!  Luckily  I  didn’t 


have  to  get  too  close  to  see  what  I  suspected 
was  the  problem  -  SPRINGTAILS!!. 

I  know,  most  of  the  things  we  read  about 
them  suggest  to  just  ignore  them.  But,  because 
of  the  Virgo  in  me,  that  was  out  of  the  question. 
So  I  started  my  quest  to  eradicate  them.  The  first 
line  of  defense  (or  offense)  was  to  squirt  Safer 
Soap  into  the  well  and  around  the  base  of  the 
violet  soil.  Hoping  that  would  take  care  of  that,  I 
got  out  the  magnifying  glass.  Nope  -  the 
springtails  must  have  been  laughing  at  me  as 
they  cheerfully  hopped  around  in  the  slightly 
soapy  water. 

So  I  got  out  the  Marathon.  A  little  sprinkle  on 
the  top  of  the  water  will  zap  them  for  sure!  NOT! 
[Let  me  assure  you,  at  this  point,  most  of  this 
testing  was  done  on  the  well  minus  any  plant  - 
aka  a  springtail  hatchery/  laboratory.]  Back  to 
the  saga... now  I  “hit  the  books”.  My  personal 
favorite  book,  What’s  Wrong  with  my  Plant? 
had  no  advice  on  springtails.  Pauline 
Bartholomew  reported  in  Growing  to  Show  in 
the  Pests  (understatement  in  my  opinion) 
section  to  “Ignore  them”.  No  can  do! 

On  to  the  Internet!  Just  what  I  wanted  to  see  - 
how  really  gross  the  springtails  (no  offense, 
guys)  can  look  when  magnified  a  zillion  times. 
But,  there  was  a  plethora  of  information  on  the 
“big  guns”  to  use  against  them. 

I  was  able  to  locate  information  on  two 
chemicals  to  use  for  indoor  surface  treatment. 
They  were  “Pyrethrins”  and  “Tau-Fluvalinate”. 
Off  to  my  Lowes  Home  Improvement  store 
(again)  and  the  big  guns/poison-them-all 
department.  I  located  a  Green  Light  product 
guaranteed  to  kill  Bugs  and  Diseases.  Plus,  it 
could  be  used  up  to  the  day  of  harvest  so  I  felt 
safe  using  it  on  the  violets.  The  ingredients  are 
Pyrethrins  (0.25%),  Piperonyl  Butoxide 
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Technical  (2.50%),  and  Neem  Oil  (70%)  plus 
“other  ingredients”  to  equal  100%. 

Back  at  my  “laboratory”  I  put  one  drop  of  this 
chemical  in  the  water/well  and  watched  as  the 
Springtails  started  twitching  and  slowly  stopping 
all  movement.  Tada!  Got  ‘em. 

The  next  time  (a  week  later)  I  changed  the 
water,  I  noticed  the  springtails  were  a  lot  fewer 
and  the  ones  floating  around  were  very  tiny. 


Was  it  the  Safer  Soap  kicking  in,  (I  never  put  the 
Marathon  on  all  the  plants),  or  the  new  Green 
Light,  big  gun?  I  don’t  know  for  sure.  But... 

I’m  hopeful  that  I’ve  decimated  the  Springtail 
population  and  broken  their  hatching  cycle.  And 
I’ve  learned  to  be  much  more  vigilant  in  checking 
the  wells  and  not  just  topping  them  off  when  the 
water  level  gets  low.  Now,  if  only  the  plants  will  do 
their  thing  and  get  blooming  for  our  show  in  June! 


AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger 

2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  January  1  -  February  28,  2011 


Geneva 

New  York  State  African  Violet  Society 
In  honor  of  Rich  Follett 
Sylvia  Singh,  Tlburon,  CA 


Multicolor 

African  Violet  Society  of  Greater  Tulsa,  OK 
In  honor  of  Ron  and  Jan  Davidson, for  their 
help  in fudging  our  2010  Spring  Show 
Richmond  African  Violet  Society,  VA 
Eileen  H.  Stannard,  Leesville,  LA 
Victoria  Elder  Martin,  Olympia,  WA 


Georgene  Albrecht,  Oakdale,  PA 
African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 
Marjorie  Bullard,  Corpus  Christi,  TX 
Jeanne  Damaso,  Bay  Shore,  NY 
In  memory  of  Eleanor  Hull 
Pamela  Schwager,  Neligh,  NE 
Joyce  Stenger  and  John  Nabers,  Friendswood,  TX 
In  memory  ofGeri  Goins 
Charlotte  Wolfe,  Ann  Arbor,  MI 
Tristate  AV  Council,  NJ 

For  the  computerfund,  in  lieu  of  judges  gift 
for  the  Nov.  2010  show 


Thumbprint 

AVC  of  Morris  County,  NJ 
Lilianne  T.  Ager,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
Barbara  Antkowiak,  Rapid  City,  SD 
Luanne  Arico,  Plainsboro,  NJ 
Dorothy  L.  Benge,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Elizabeth  Burke,  New  Providence,  NJ 
Desert  Sun  African  Violet  and  Gesneriad  Society, 
Glendale,  AZ 

Alice  R.  Dulaney,  Broomall,  PA 
Nancy  Ellis,  Tucson,  AZ 
Gwen  Goodship-Patience,  Berkshire,  England 
Ovella  Ruth  Hall,  Hot  Springs  National  Park,  AR 
Delores  Harrington,  Fridley,  MN 
Samire  James,  Hackensack,  NJ 
Murna  A.  Kosowan,  Calgary,  Canada 
Robert  Kurzynski,  Clifton,  NJ 
Elizabeth  D.  Lebert,  Clinton,  CT 
George  J.  Maksim,  Bolivar,  OH 
For  the  Website  Upgrade 
F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano,  Easley,  SC 
Eva  Oates,  Parrish,  AL 
Frankie  Pletzer,  Beaumont,  TX 
Stella  A.  Richardson,  Riverside,  CA 
Virginia  Sharp,  Mansfield,  OH 
Ethel  Spurlin,  Mililani,  HI 
Tustana  African  Violet  Society,  CA 
Ventura  County  African  Violet  Society,  CA 
Judy  Walton,  Allen  Park,  MI 
John  B.  Warren,  Newburgh,  NY 


Total  Contributions:  $919.05 
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Rhapsodie 

Anika 

Exhibited  by: 

Doris  Brownlie 

Hybridized  by: 

Holtkamp 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Mac’s  Little 
Blue  Boy 

Exhibited  and 
Hybridized  by: 

George  McDonald 

Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit.  Jacquie  Eisenhut 


Optimara  Little  Aztec 

Exhibited  by.  Jacquie  Eisenhut 

Hybridized  by:  Holtkamp 
Semiminiature 
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For  Beginners 

By  Mary  S.  Schaeffer 


Newark,  Delaware  19702 
Email:  mary@maryschaeffer.com 


When  in  Doubt:  Don’t 


A  few  days  after  I  gave  my  sister 
several  violets,  she  called  me  to  ask, 

“When  should  I  repot?’’  She  had 
already  watered  the  violet  every  day 
and  had  purchased  big  pots  for  her 
new  plants  and  a  big  bag  of  African 
violet  potting  mix.  Unfortunately,  in 
her  enthusiasm  to  get  started,  she  had 
overlooked  just  about  every  strategy 
needed  to  grow  really  good  violets. 

She  was  on  the  right  track  though.  The 
first  time  I  gave  her  a  plant,  we  had  a  heated 
“discussion”  over  why  she  couldn’t  use  that 
perfectly  good  soil  from  the  backyard. 

My  sister’s  blunders  are  common;  many 
newcomers  fall  into  the  same  boat.  The  basic  rule 
of  thumb  in  my  book  when  it  comes  to  violets  is 
this:  When  in  doubt:  DON’T.  Let’s  take  a  look 
at  what  I  mean. 

Tactic  #1:  Don’t  over  water.  This  is  the 
number  one  reason  most  violets  die.  As  you  may 
have  heard,  violets  don’t  like  wet  feet.  They  don’t 
like  to  sit  in  a  saucer  of  water  for  more  than  30 
minutes.  That’s  part  of  the  reason  I  like  to  put  a 
half  an  inch  of  perlite  in  the  bottom  of  all  my 
plants.  Violets  do  like  being  watered  from  the 
bottom,  but  they  don’t  want  to  hang  out  in  it  all 
day.  I  tend  to  be  heavy  handed  when  1  water  and 
the  perlite  helps  keep  the  violets’  feet  out  of 
water.  A  good  strategy  for  watering  is  to  wait 
until  the  soil  on  the  top  of  the  pot  is  dry  to  the 
touch.  Most  growers  with  busy  schedules  and 
more  than  a  few  plants  don’t  have  the  luxury  of 
testing  the  soil  every  day.  They  get  to  know  their 
plants  and  growing  conditions  and  adjust 
accordingly.  Typically,  a  once  a  week  watering 
will  work  for  most  plants. 

Tactic  #2:  Don’t  repot  until  the  plant  has 
outgrown  its  current  pot.  Repotting  sins  fall  into 
two  groups.  New  growers  with  only  a  few  plants 


tend  to  repot  too  often  while  more 
than  a  few  experienced  growers  find 
trouble  repotting  when  needed  (at 
least  once  a  year  for  fully  grown 
standards  but  ideally  twice  a  year). 
How  do  you  know  when  to  repot? 
Violets  follow  the  one  and  three  rule. 
The  diameter  of  the  plant  should  be 
three  times  the  diameter  of  the  pot.  So 
a  plant  that  is  four  inches  across 
should  not  be  potted  up  into  a  three  or 
four  inch  pot.  If  you  see  pictures  of  violets 
growing  in  nature,  you  will  observe  that  they 
often  grow  in  crevices  with  very  small  root  balls. 

Tactic  #3:  Don’t  over  pot.  This  defies  logic 
until  you  understand  the  reasoning.  Some  folks 
reason  that  if  they  have  a  baby  violet  in  a  two- 
inch  pot  that  they  ultimately  want  to  grow  in  a 
four-inch  pot,  why  not  just  put  it  in  the  four-inch 
pot?  Why  bother  taking  that  intermediary  step  of 
growing  it  for  a  while  in  a  three-inch  pot?  For 
starters,  you  run  the  risk  of  overwatering. 
Remember  violets  don’t  like  wet  feet,  and  you 
greatly  increase  the  chances  of  death  by  water  if 
you  take  this  short  cut.  There’s  another  reason 
for  not  over  potting.  Most  of  us  grow  violets  for 
their  beautiful  flowers  and  foliage.  If  the  violet  is 
put  in  a  pot  that  is  too  big,  it  will  spend  its 
energies  growing  roots  rather  than  foliage  and 
those  desired  flowers.  Some  growers  with  large 
collections  never  use  anything  larger  than  a 
three-inch  pot. 

Tactic  #4:  Don’t  use  that  commercial  African 
violet  soil  at  the  grocery  store.  This  also  defies 
common  sense.  Unfortunately,  commercial  mixes 
sold  as  African  violet  soil  tend  to  be  too  heavy  for 
our  violets.  Most  successful  growers  blend  their 
own.  Now,  don’t  think  this  is  too  difficult  or  time 
consuming.  It  is  not.  If  you  do  have  that  bag  of 
violet  soil,  you  can  purchase  a  bag  of  perlite  and 
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mix  the  two  together.  The  exact  mix  will  depend 
on  your  watering  style.  You  could  start  by  mixing 
two  parts  soil  with  one  part  perlite.  That  will 
lighten  the  soil  to  the  way  our  violets  prefer.  If 
that  sounds  too  difficult,  you  can  buy  a  ready¬ 
made  mixture  from  one  of  the  vendors  who 
specialize  in  African  violets.  The  alternative  used 
by  many  is  to  grow  with  Pro-Mix  BX,  available 
at  many  nurseries.  It  can  be  further  enhanced 
with  perlite,  vermiculite,  etc. 

Tactic  #5:  Don’t  over  fertilize.  When  it  comes 
to  fertilizer,  more  is  not  necessarily  better.  In  fact, 
too  much  fertilizer  will  have  a  detrimental  effect 
on  your  violets.  If  you  see  a  tiny  yellow  rim 
around  your  leaves,  often  referred  to  as  haloing, 
this  is  an  indication  you  are  over  feeding.  If  you 
give  too  much  fertilizer  in  one  sitting  or  perhaps 
several  in  a  row,  you  can  burn  the  centers  out  of 
the  violets.  This  is  especially  true  of  babies.  Many 
experienced  growers  do  not  fertilize  babies  at  all 
or  only  very,  very  weakly.  If  you  are  growing  in 
a  Pro-Mix  BX  mixture,  it  will  have  trace  elements 
in  it  that  should  be  adequate  for  your  babies.  The 
rule  of  thumb  for  feeding  violets  (and  many  other 
gesneriads)  is  to  fertilize  weekly,  weakly. 

Tactic  #  6:  Don’t  forget  to  groom.  This  means 


removing  spent  blooms  as  well  as  leaves  that  are 
not  looking  good.  A  violet  will  only  bloom  once, 
or  occasionally  twice,  from  each  leaf.  So,  keeping 
extra  sets  of  leaves  will  only  give  you  a  larger 
plant.  As  the  older  leaves  start  to  fade,  carefully 
remove  them.  Not  only  do  these  shabby  leaves 
and  spent  blossoms  detract  from  the  appearance 
of  your  plant,  they  will  tend  to  attract  bugs,  as 
they  are  the  weakest  part  of  the  plant.  So, 
regularly  look  at  your  plants  and  groom.  Some 
people  are  able  to  do  this  while  they  are 
watering.  I  wish  I  were  one  of  them.  Ideally,  pick 
up  and  look  at  each  of  your  plants  at  least  once  a 
month  for  grooming  puiposes.  A  side  benefit  is 
that  you  will  also  find  any  bugs  that  may  have 
crept  into  your  collection  uninvited  and  be  able  to 
demolish  them  before  a  serious  infestation  takes 
hold. 

Tactic  #7:  Don’t  forget  to  have  fun.  Some¬ 
times  we  take  the  growing  of  violets  too  seri¬ 
ously.  Yes,  we  want  to  grow  beautiful  plants,  but 
we  also  need  to  remember  why  we  are  growing 
these  beauties.  They  are  meant  to  be  enjoyed. 
Don’t  get  so  bogged  down  in  the  proper  care  that 
you  forget  the  reason  you  were  drawn  to  them  in 
the  first  place. 


Alkalinity  and  Water  Quality 

By  Christopher  J.  Currey 


Last  issue’s  “For  Beginners”  column  had  a 
great  article  outlining  how  pH  affects  the  growth 
and  development  of  African  violets.  Nutrient 
availability  in  the  root  zone  is  influenced  by  soil 
pH,  which  can  be  affected  by  your  water  quality. 
Although  water  pH  is  important,  the  alkalinity  of 
your  water  can  have  a  greater  impact  on  soil  pH 
over  time!  Alkalinity  is  the  ability  of  water  to 
neutralize  acidity.  “Hard”  water  is  water  with 
high  alkalinity,  while  “soft”  water  is  less 
alkaline.  Generally,  alkalinity  is  the  amount  of 
bicarbonates  and  carbonates  in  the  water 
measured  as  parts  per  million  (ppm)  of  calcium 
carbonate  (CaCC>3).  Alkalinity  acts  by 
neutralizing  acids  and  has  a  strong  effect  on  soil 
pH  due  to  its  buffering  capacity.  Water  can  be 
classified  based  on  alkalinity  measurements. 
Water  with  over  150  ppm  CaCC>3  is  considered 


“high”  alkalinity  water  and  could  lead  to  pH 
imbalances,  while  water  with  less  than  100  ppm 
CaC03  considered  “good”  water  and  may  not 
lead  to  pH  quickly;  “optimal”  water  has  between 
30  to  60  ppm  CaC>3  and  is  best  for  avoiding  pH 
imbalances.  Though  water  with  a  pH  above  7.0 
is  referred  to  as  “alkaline”  water,  this  does  not 
mean  your  alkalinity  is  high!  Although  there  can 
be  correlations  between  water  with  a  high  pH 
and  high  alkalinity,  this  is  not  the  rule.  While  the 
best  way  to  measure  alkalinity  is  to  send  a  water 
sample  into  a  nearby  university  or  soil 
laboratory  for  testing,  test  strips  from  pool  water 
test  kits  can  also  be  used  to  measure  your  water 
alkalinity.  Water  alkalinity  does  not  change 
greatly  throughout  the  year,  so  one  simple  test 
could  go  a  long  way  in  improving  your  African 
violet  culture. 
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Small  Talk 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 


32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

Email:  Laurel  @ Goretsky. ca 


First  of  all,  I  wanted  to  thank  those 
who  emailed  or  wrote  me  ideas  and 
suggestions  of  what  they  would  like  to 
see  in  future  Small  Talk  columns.  I 
apologize  if  I  haven’t  replied  to  anyone 
in  a  timely  manner.  Your  comments 
and  thoughts  are  truly  important  to  me. 

One  idea  was  to  highlight  some  of 
the  hybridizers  of  our  beloved  minia¬ 
ture  and  semiminiature  African  vio¬ 
lets.  I  thought  this  was  a  great  sug 
gestion  and  decided  to  begin  ‘a  view  from  a 
hybridizer’  by  featuring  George  McDonald  and 
his  ‘Mac’s’  series  of  violets. 

George  began  growing  violets  in  1980,  when 
a  beautiful  lady  in  his  church  gave  him  two 
plants.  One  was  ‘Pixie  Blue, ’which  he  still 
grows  to  this  day! 

I  was  curious  why  George  chose  to  focus  on 
miniatures  and  semiminiatures.  After  filling 
ladder/shelves  in  almost  every  window  in  his 
house  and  office  with  mostly  standard  violets,  he 
found  that  growing  standards  on  4’  wide  shelves 
became  impossible.  He  had  focused  on  standards 
because  he  thought  that  there  wasn’t  much 
variety  in  the  ‘small  ones.’  When  he  discovered 
that  wasn’t  the  case,  his  interest  began.  He  also 
realized  that  he  could  grow  many  more  ‘small’ 


Dark  Night  of  the  Soul 
Photo  Credit:  Anne  Marie  Keene 


varieties  in  that  same  amount  of 
space.  George  now  has  around  600 
plants  on  five  stands. 

Through  moves  that  took  him 
from  Alabama  to  the  west,  then  to 
central  Tennessee  and  western 
Kentucky,  George  found  a  lack  of 
red  and  coral-blossomed  varieties  in 
miniature  and  semiminiature  sizes. 
He  then  decided  to  try  his  hand  at 


Mac's  Kup  of  Kindness 

Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


hybridizing.  In  October  of  1994,  he  made  his 
first  cross,  which  was  ‘Arapahoe’  on  ‘Snuggles’. 
He  tried  other  crosses,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1995  he  drove  up  to  Muncie,  Indiana,  and 
spent  a  day  with  Jeff  Smith.  To  quote  George, 
“Jeff  has  been  a  fabulous  mentor  since  then!” 

A  few  years  later,  George  found  that  genes 
from  the  larger  coral-blossomed  plants  began  to 
manifest  themselves  in  a  few  of  the  semi¬ 
miniatures.  After  a  few  more  moves,  George 
settled  in  central  New  Jersey  in  the  summer  of 
2002. 
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George’s  first 
registered  hybrid  was 
‘Mac’s  Virtually 
Velvet.’  He  continues 
to  work  on  coral 
blossoms  (pink,  red, 
and  blue)  on  ‘small’ 
plants  with  a  variety 
of  leaf  patterns.  He  is 
excited  to  be  getting  a 
lot  of  his  newer  plants 
into  the  miniature  size 
range.  George  is 
thankful  for  David 
Senk’s  work  with  yel¬ 
low  blossoms  and 
unusual  foliage.  He  is  using  some  of  David’s 
hybrids  as  breeding  stock  to  achieve  longifolia 
and  bustle-back  foliage  and  yellow  blossoms. 

I  always  like  to  know  what  our  hybridizers 
consider  as  favorite  plants,  and  I  asked  George 
if  he  had  any  favorite  hybrids,  past  or  present. 
He  said,  “My  favorite  is  whatever  is  blooming 
for  the  first  time!”  He  will  often  use  a  new 
seedling  for  yet  another  variety.  Some  years,  he 
might  try  twenty  or  more  crosses,  and  he  tries 
to  put  down  twenty  seeds  per  cross. 

George  won  Best  New  Introduction  in  the 
amateur  division  with  ‘Mac’s  Misty  Meadow’  in 
Raleigh,  NC  last  year.  He  has  already  made 
many  crosses  from  that  plant.  He  also  had  ‘Dark 


Night  of  the  Soul’  in 
Raleigh,  which  I  have 
mentioned  in  a 
previous  column  and 
is  pictured  in  this  one. 
He  is  hoping  to  have  a 
hybrid  from  ‘Dark 
Night  of  the  Soul’  at 
this  year’s  convention 
in  Cherry  Hill,  NJ,  but  I 
am  going  to  leave  the 
description  and  name 
of  that  one  a  surprise! 

Many  people  have 
wondered  where  we 
can  find  George’s 
wonderful  plants.  His  plants  are  available  through 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses  (Paul  Sorano),  the  Violet 
Gallery  (Brenda  Petry),  and  Cedar  Creek  violets 
(David  Rollins).  Each  of  these  commercial  members 
chose  a  selection  of  George’s  varieties,  and  now  you 
can  find  many  choices  in  their  catalogues,  on  line, 
and  at  the  upcoming  convention. 


Mac's  Sentimental  Scarlet 

Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Thanks  so  much  to  George  for  his  willingness  to 
do  this  interview.  I  am  looking  forward  to  all  the 
wonderful  miniatures  and  semi  miniatures  that 
George  is  working  on  now  and  in  the  fumre. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  again  or  meet¬ 
ing  you  for  the  first  time  in  Cherry  Hill,  NJ! 


Mac's  Creative  Confetti 

Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Mac's  Blue  Moon 

Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Vintage  Violets  2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 

By  Barbara  Elkin ,  Committee  Chairman  Email:  bjbarl21@yahoo.com 


I  wish  to  extend  an  apology  to  those 
who  recently  wrote  seeking  plants.  Due 
to  some  health  issues  incurred  by  my 
husband  and  myself,  I  was  unable  to 
help  anyone.  I  am  now  ready  to  get 
back  to  my  Vintage  Violets. 

I  was  very  surprised  to  receive  a 
request  from  one  of  our  members  asking 
for  11  and  1/2  pages  of  plants  he 
wanted  listed  on  the  AVSA  Most  Wanted  List! 

Please  check  all  the  vendor  sites  before 


sending  me  your  lists,  as  many  of  the 
vendors  have  what  you  are  looking  for. 
The  plants/leaves  you  are  seeking 
MUST  be  (25  years  or  older)  to  be 
included  in  the  Most  Wanted  list  and 
finally,  please  alphabetize  your  list  of 
wanted  plants!  This  will  save  me  quite 
a  bit  of  time  when  I  am  trying  to  find 
them  for  you.  Also,  I  am  only  able  to  list 
a  certain  amount  of  requested  plants  in  the 
magazine  due  to  space. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck  •  17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  December  1,  2010  -  January  31,  2011  •  Total  =  $345.00 


Geneva 

New  York  State  African  Violet  Society 

In  honor  ofLaurene  Jones 

Two-tone 

Marjorie  Bullard,  Corpus  Christi,  TX 

Joyce  Stenger  and  John  Nabers,  Friendswood,  TX 

In  memoy  ofGeri  Goins 

John  B.  Warren,  Newburg,  NY 

Multicolor 

Albuquerque  African  Violet  Club,  Albuquerque,  NM 
Andrew  Raftery,  Providence,  RI 

Pr 

V;5/  Thumbprint 

Elaine  Butler,  San  Francisco,  CA 

Desert  Sun  African  Violet  &  Gesneriad  Society, 

Phoenix,  AZ 

Rose  Duquette,  Northborough,  MA 

Stephanie  Garko,  Helena,  MT 

Elizabeth  D.  Lebert,  Clinton,  CT 

AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 
35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 
1  December  2010  to  31  January  2011 


Multicolor 

Albuquerque  AVC/NM 
AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa/OK 


Susan  Fraley 

In  appreciation  of  all  of  the 
hard  work  Meredith  Hall  does 
for  AVSA 
Meredith  Hall 

In  memory  fGeri  Goins 
John  Warren 
Marjorie  Bullard 


pr 

^  Thumbprint 

Joyce  Stenger  and  John  Nabers 
In  memory  ofGeri  Goins 
Jeanne  D’arc  Brault 
Sheryl  Farlin 
Luanne  Arico 
Elizabeth  Lebert 
A VC  of  Morris  County/NJ 

TOTALS  $280.00 
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And  the  Winners  cl re  •  •  •  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  TX  75069 

By  Mary  J.  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


CEDAR  VALLEY  AVC,  IA  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Annabelle,  Ness’  Candy 
Pink,  Funambule,  Carol  Tladen.  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue,  Slow  Dancin’,  Rob’s  Pink 
Puff;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard: 
Optimara  IsaBelle;  Best  Semiminiature: 


Rob’s  Pink  Puff;  Best  Miniature: 
Gleeful  Elf;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 

Jan  Tyler-Blanchard.  Best  Trailer: 
Candy  Fountain,  Elaine  Schnell.  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  rupicola 
Cha  Simba,  Barbara  Pershing.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Ulysses’; 
Best  Design,  Ginny  Platte. 


Anne  &  Frank  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund 

August  16  -  October  29,  2010 

Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton 

Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 

Geneva 

Two-tone 

Eric  Summers 

African  Violet  Society  of  Minnesota 

Chuck  Bingham 

Barbara  J.  Burde 

A 

mr 

w  Thumbprint 

African  Violet  Club  of  Morris  County  (NJ) 

Multicolor 

Elizabeth  D.  Lebert 

Hi  Country  Judges  Workshop  (CO) 

John  R.  Needham 

Union  County  Chapter,  AVS 

Dorothy  L.  Benge 

In  memory  oj  Walther  Ott 

Eileen  M.  Mors 

Janet  Riemer 

Peggy  Eaton-Crawford 

In  memory  oj  Walther  Ott 

Virginia  Sharp 

Susan  Riley 

Ovella  Ruth  Hall 

Pat  Hancock 

Joan  Hraban 

In  memory  of  Bill  Sugg 

Jill  G.  Fischer 

Jeanne  Cotton,  Pat  Sutton,  Doris  Carson, 

Margaret  Vickary 

Ramona  Donnell 

Eva  Oates 

In  memory  of  Rose  Howlett 

Judy  Walton 

Mel  Grice 

In  memory  of  Bill  Sugg 

Total  this  period:  $830 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Neptune 

Exhibited  by:  Marie  De  Souze 
Hybridized  by:  Armacost  &  Roys  ton 

Large 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Streptocarpus  ‘Neil’s  Warn  Bam  ’ 

Exhibited  by-.  Mel  Grice 
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GROWING  BETTER 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  LIGHT, 
TEMPERATURE,  &  HUMIDITY 

By  Frank  Gava 


Light 

All  plants  need  light  to  grow  and  flower,  and 
African  violets  are  no  exception.  We  grow  in 
natural  light  or  artificial  light:  mostly  by 
fluorescent  tubes. 

Natural  Light 

African  violet  species  are  found  naturally  in 
brightly  lit  places,  though  normally  shaded  and 
never  in  open  direct  sunlight.  This  provides  the 
clue  for  growing  them  in  our  own  homes.  African 
violets  should  be  placed  in  a  position  that  gives 
the  maximum  amount  of  light,  but  not  direct 
sunlight.  Close  to  a  window  facing  north  or  east 
(if  they  only  get  direct  sun  for  a  short  time  in  the 
morning).  If  near  a  window  facing  west,  they 
should  be  back  a  little,  and  some  form  of 
screening,  such  as  a  sheer  curtain,  should  be 
provided.  The  problem  with  growing  in  natural 
light  is  that  we  have  no  control  over  the  intensity 
of  light,  nor  how  long  it  is  on,  so  eventually  most 
growers,  particularly  those  who  grow  to  show, 
turn  to  artificial  light. 

Fluorescent  Light 

Most  people  use  a  light  stand  fitted  with  two  4 
foot  tubes  with  a  reflector  on  each  shelf. 
Miniatures  should  be  6"  to  8"  below.  These 
measurements  are  the  distance  between  the 
bottom  of  the  tube  and  the  top  of  the  plant.  Some 
plants  require  more  light  than  others,  and 
because  light  from  fluorescent  tubes  is  more 
intense  at  the  centre,  these  plants  should  be 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  shelf.  Plants  that 
require  less  light  should  be  placed  towards  the 
ends  of  the  shelf.  As  a  rule  of  thumb,  plants  with 
dark  foliage  require  more  light  than  those  with 
light  green  foliage.  However,  all  plants  are 
different,  and  by  careful  observation,  you  should 


be  able  to  find  the  right  place  for  each  plant. 
Variegated  plants  should  be  placed  near  the 
centre,  and  also  on  the  lowest  (coolest)  shelf. 

In  normal  times,  we  run  our  lights  for  12 
hours  a  day.  This  increases  to  1 5  hours  a  day  as 
show  time  approaches.  If  going  away  on 
holidays,  cut  the  lights  back  to  9  or  10  hours,  as 
in  the  reduced  time  of  good  light,  the  plant  uses 
less  nutrients.  Plants  must  have  at  least  8  hours 
of  complete  darkness  in  the  24  hours. 

Fluorescent  Tubes 

There  is  a  variety  of  combination  of  tubes: 
some  grow  with  2  Gro  Lux  tubes  to  light  each 
shelf;  others  use  one  warm  and  one  cool  white 
tube;  still  others  use  a  combination  of  Gro  Lux 
and  either  a  cool  or  warm  white.  The  cool  and 
warm  white  tubes  cost  much  less  than  the  Gro 
Lux.  Many  people  wait  until  the  tube  has  stopped 
working  before  replacing  it. 

Plants  getting  too  much  light 

-  Foliage  curls  down  around  the  plants. 

-  Foliage  becomes  paler. 

-  Brown  scorch  marks  appear  on  the  leaves  in 
direct  sun 

-  Center  leaves  become  tight  and  curled. 

-  Flower  stems  become  short. 

Plants  getting  too  little  light 

-  Foliage  reaches  up  towards  the  source  of  light. 

-  Growth  becomes  open  with  long  petioles  (leaf 
stalks) 

-  less  or  no  flowers 

-  growth  slows  down. 

Temperature 

Generally  speaking,  if  you  feel  comfortable, 
your  African  violets  will  feel  comfortable  too.  The 
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ideal  temperatures  for  modern  hybrid  African 
violets  are  25-28°C  (77-82°F)  daytime,  and 
15-18°C  (59-65°F)  at  night. 

A  drop  in  temperature  of  about  8-10°C 
(46-50°F)  is  ideal.  African  violets  are  fairly 
hardy  and  will  survive  for  extended  periods  out¬ 
side  this  temperature  range. 

But  to  grow  well  and  flower,  they  prefer  these 
temperature  ranges.  In  hot  weather,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  turn  the  lights  off  for  a  few  hours 
during  the  hottest  part  of  the  day.  Some  growers 
run  their  lights  during  the  night  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  cooler  temperatures.  On  cold  nights, 
some  growers  drape  plastic  sheets  around  their 
stands  to  keep  in  some  warmth. 

If  growing  in  natural  light,  make  sure  the 
plants  are  not  too  close  to  the  window  glass  at 
night.  Glass  can  become  very  cold  at  night,  and  it 
is  necessary  either  to  move  the  plants  away  from 
the  window  to  a  warmer  part  of  the  room 
overnight,  or  put  a  barrier  between  the  plants  and 
the  icy  glass. 

Extended  hot  weather 

-  Flowers  are  not  as  intense  in  color. 

-  Flowers  are  smaller  and  do  not  last  as  long. 

-  Variegated  plants  lose  their  variegation. 

-  Colored  edges  sometimes  disappear. 

-  Fantasy  markings  can  sometimes  disappear. 


Extreme  cold  weather 

-  The  leaves  become  hard  and  brittle. 

-  Leaves  curl  down  around  the  pot. 

-  Growth  slows. 

-  Flowers  last  longer,  with  clear  markings. 

Humidity 

To  grow  well,  African  violets  require  a  mois¬ 
ture  level  above  50%  and  ideally  around  60%. 
During  periods  of  extended  low  humidity,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  place  trays  of  water  near  the 
plants.  Misting  is  also  useful.  This  is  done  by 
filling  a  sprayer  with  hot  water  which  will  be  cool 
by  the  time  the  mist  reaches  the  leaves.  If 
humidity  is  too  high,  increased  air  circulation 
around  the  plants  is  required. 

When  humidity  is  too  low 

-  African  violets  become  stunted. 

-  Leaves  curl  down. 

-  Flowering  reduces. 

-  Buds  often  go  brown  and  fail  to  open. 

-  Flowers  fade  quickly. 

When  humidity  is  too  high 

-  Fungus  problems  show  up  on  plants. 

-  Mold  appears  on  the  surface  of  the  potting  mix. 

From  The  African  Violet ,  publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  inc. 


Powdery  Mildew 

By  Sharon  Rosenzweig 


Cool  nighttime  temperatures  can  promote 
powdery  mildew  -  a  grayish  white  powder  on  the 
leaves,  stems  or/or  blossoms.  Powdery  mildew  is 
a  fungus  that  develops  in  cool,  humid  conditions. 

If  it  is  present  on  only  a  few  leaves,  you  can 
wash  it  off  by  using  a  drop  of  dish  liquid  on  your 
fingers  and  gently  rubbing  the  affected  areas. 
Rinse  with  tepid  water  and  dry  leaves  before 
replacing  under  lights. 

To  treat  a  larger  problem,  spray  leaves  with  a 
mixture  of  1/4  tsp  Lysol  Concentrate  (brown 


bottle)  to  a  gallon  of  water.  Use  a  fine  mist  of 
warm  mixture.  Don’t  saturate  the  leaves. 

You  can  also  water  the  above  mixture  into  the 
potting  mix. 

As  a  preventative,  use  a  small  fan  to  circulate 
the  air  in  your  growing  area  (not  blowing  on  the 
plants)  and  treat  with  the  Lysol  solution  once  a 
month. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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In  Memory 


Walther  H.  Ott 

Walther  H.  Ott,  of  Bridgewater,  New  Jersey,  died 
on  Christmas  Day,  2010,  at  the  age  of  99.  Bom  and 
educated  in  Oregon,  Walther  earned  a  PhD  from 
Pennsylvania  State  University  in  1942  and  retired 
from  Merck  Research  Laboratories  in  Rahway,  NJ,  in 
1976,  after  a  career  as  a  research  scientist  in  the 
field  of  animal  nutrition. 

When  Walther’s  wife,  Maxine,  gave  him  an 
African  violet  in  the  mid  1970’s,  he  became 
determined  to  learn  how  to  best  grow  African 
violets.  He  joined  the  Union  County  Chapter,  AVS  in 
1978  and  became  their  Education  Chairman  in 
1982,  a  position  he  held  until  his  death.  He  created 
the  educational  display  for  their  shows  until  recently. 

In  1982,  upon  the  death  of  Max  W.  Maas, 
Walther  became  the  “Maas  Shepherd,”  distributing 
Max’s  last  seedlings  to  the  members  of  the  club  and 
keeping  meticulous  records  of  the  progress  of  the 
plants  as  they  were  grown,  shown,  and  evaluated. 
He  raised  and  gave  away  hundreds  of  plants  to 
individuals  and  affiliates  throughout  the  region, 
many  with  an  offer  to  repot  when  needed.  He  also 
reported  the  progress  of  the  last  Maas  seedlings  in 
several  articles  for  the  African  Violet  Magazine. 

Gerri  Goins 

Geraldine  Owen  Goins  passed  away  in 
November,  2010.  Gerri  lived  in  Houston,  Texas,  for 
many  years.  She  was  born  in  Tucson,  Arizona. 

Gerri  enjoyed  bowling  and  African  violets.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Houston  Study  Club,  the 
Spring  Branch  AVC,  The  Houston  Gesneriad  Club, 
Central  Texas  Judges  Council,  and  Lone  Star  AV 
Council,  as  well  as  AVSA  and  Dixie.  She  was  an 
AVSA  Master  Judge  and  served  the  society  in  many 
capacities,  including  Finance  Chairman. 

Gerri  grew  gorgeous  African  violets.  She  was  a 
perfectionist  and  was  very  competitive.  She  won 
numerous  Best  in  Shows  and  the  top  awards  in  her 
local  clubs,  state,  and  at  Dixie.  She  also  grew  lovely 
episcias.  She  held  offices  on  local  and  state  levels 
and,  with  her  husband,  Bill,  attended  every  show. 
She  was  a  dedicated  and  hard  worker.  One  of  the 
jobs  she  particularly  enjoyed  doing  was  Awards, 
especially  Awards  for  Dixie,  and  she  did  this  job  veiy 
well  for  a  long  time. 


Rose  Howlett 

AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa  charter  member  Rose 
Howlett  passed  away  in  January,  2011.  She  was 
born  in  1912,  in  Arkansas,  the  ninth  of  twelve 
children.  Rose  was  one  of  the  first  WAACS  in  WWII, 
serving  as  a  First  Lt.  and  was  a  recruiter  in  the  Tulsa 
and  Lubbock,  TX,  areas.  She  was  the  first  recaiiter 
to  send  a  whole  platoon  of  WAACS  to  training.  She 
was  later  a  teacher  in  Tulsa  and  retired  in  1978. 

Rose  loved  gardening  and  the  AVS  of  Greater 
Tulsa,  serving  in  all  officer  positions  many  times. 
She  was  a  Master  Judge  and  Teacher  in  AVSA, 
attending  many  conventions  and  also  served  as  a 
Director. 

She  was  awarded  the  AVSA  Hudson  Memorial 
Award  in  2005  for  her  service  to  affiliates  over  the 
years.  Because  of  her  military  service,  Rose’s  funeral 
service  included  the  playing  of  Tbps  and  a  21 -gun 
salute  at  the  gravesite.  A  USA  flag  was  presented  to 
her  daughter,  Stephanie.  To  honor  her,  a  donation 
will  be  made  to  the  AVSA  Tlnari  Endowment  Fund. 

Marilyn  Goldstein 

Marilyn  Goldstein  passed  away  in  2009.  She  was 
a  Life  Member  of  AVSA,  Dixie,  and  the  New  York 
State  AVS.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  African 
Violet  Council  of  Florida  and  the  Violet  Patch  of 
Broward  County,  which  she  helped  originate. 

Marilyn  was  a  retired  AVSA  senior  judge.  She 
served  AVSA  as  a  director,  Plant  Registration  Chair, 
member  of  the  Publications  Committee,  the  Library 
Committee,  the  Convention  Committee,  and  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee.  She  was  vice  show 
chairman  for  AVSA’ s  1987  Orlando  Convention  and 
Show. 

Many  years  before  we  had  AVSA’s  First  Class 
program,  Marilyn  listed  descriptions  of  all  known 
African  violets  in  a  loose-leaf  publication,  which 
became  known  as  The  Big  Book.  She  shared  copies 
of  The  Big  Book  with  clubs  throughout  the  violet 
world,  and  kept  it  updated  until  she  became  ill. 
Many  clubs  used  The  Big  Book  in  their 
classifications  and  entries  at  African  violet  shows. 
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Two  Standards  From 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 


Gum  Drop 


Splendid 

Chaos 


Photo  Credit:  Paul  Sorano 
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Spring  into  Action 

By  Ruth  Coulson 


As  I  am  writing  this,  it  is,  at  last,  spring. 
Although  we  don’t  have  a  definite  showy  spring 
the  way  it  is  experienced  in  cool  climates,  the 
plants  still  know  that  it  is  time  to  get  growing 
and  do  their  best  for  us. 

It  doesn’t  matter  whether  you  grow  African 
violets,  the  other  gesneriads,  have  an  outdoor 
garden,  or  simply  love  flowers;  now  is  the  time 
to  take  a  look  around  you  and  see  what  the 
plants  are  doing.  If  you  have  even  a  few  African 
violets,  you  should  see  them  starting  to  put  on  a 
burst  of  growth.  Plants  that  were  looking  tired 
and  cold  should  soon  be  growing  out  with  good 
leaves,  and  flowers  should  be  starting.  Of 
course,  if  you  are  growing  your  plants  on  a  light 
stand  or  have  really  good  warm  conditions,  your 
plants  might  not  have  suffered  too  badly  during 
the  winter.  It  is  likely,  though,  that  they  won’t 
have  been  looking  quite  their  best.  Now  is  the 
time  of  improvement. 

Naturally,  now  is  also  the  time  when  you  need 
to  do  some  jobs  around  your  plants.  Take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  spring  surge  in  growth  to  repot  now. 
Remove  old  untidy  leaves,  dead  flowers,  and  all 
side-shoots;  then  repot  into  fresh  potting  mix  in 
clean  pots,  potting  the  neck  down  so  that  the 
plant  once  again  has  its  lowest  leaves  at  the  level 
of  the  potting  mix.  You  will  probably  need  to 
prune  some  roots  away  before  replanting,  as  you 
don’t  want  to  use  too  much  larger  a  pot.  It  is 
good  to  tease  the  roots  out  a  bit,  getting  rid  of  old 
potting  mix,  and  giving  the  plant  a  new  start. 
Now  with  warmer  weather  they  will  not  take 
long  to  get  going  again. 

Speaking  of  side-shoots,  you  might  find  that 
these  are  more  common  just  at  the  moment.  The 
spurt  of  growth  brought  on  by  the  warmer 
conditions  also  seems  to  promote  growth  of 
side-shoots.  By  all  means,  leave  them  on  long 
enough  to  see  that  they  are  not  actually  flower 


buds;  then  remove  them.  The  longer  they  are  left 
on,  the  more  they  will  distort  the  growing  habit 
of  the  plant.  Remember,  often  an  African  violet 
with  a  lot  of  side-shoots  won’t  flower  as  well. 

Spring  is  also  the  very  best  time  to  propagate. 
A  leaf  put  down  in  spring  comes  up  faster  than  at 
any  time  of  year.  If  you  want  to  plant  any  of 
those  side-shoots  you  removed,  they  also  will 
show  good  results  at  this  time.  And  if  you  grow 
any  of  your  plants  from  seed  -  well  now  is  the 
time  for  planting  that,  too. 

Once  I  have  done  my  early  morning  jobs,  I 
like  to  make  myself  an  extra  cup  of  coffee  and  go 
for  a  wander  around  my  plants  while  I  drink  it.  I 
find  this  is  a  good  way  to  relax  and  set  my  mind 
up  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  While  I  do  it  for  pure 
enjoyment,  it  also  is  a  good  opportunity  to  see 
just  what  is  happening  to  the  plants.  Taking  a 
quick  look  every  day  means  you  notice  if  there  is 
a  plant  that  needs  watering,  if  flower  buds  need 
helping  up  between  the  leaves,  if  leaves  need  a 
“tweak”  to  bring  them  into  the  right  position. 
Attention  to  these  and  similar  things  is  easy  to  do 
and  makes  a  lot  of  difference  to  the  way  the 
plants  look  in  the  long  term.  You  will  also  notice 
if  there  is  a  sign  of  pest  infestation  and  be  able  to 
deal  with  it  straight  away  -  always  a  great  help 
in  keeping  the  plants  healthy. 

Now  that  the  weather  is  warmer,  I  find  I  take 
my  coffee  cup  out  to  the  shadehouse  and  inspect 
the  gesneriads  growing  there.  I  often  find  a  few 
plants  that  need  attention,  and  it  is  easy  to  deal 
with  them  right  away.  I  put  down  the  coffee  cup 
as  I  become  enthralled  in  what  I  am  doing.  In 
fact,  every  few  days,  I  need  to  go  and  round  up 
all  the  dirty  cups  and  bring  them  back  to  the 
kitchen  for  washing! 

From  The  African  Violet ,  publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 
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Defining  a  Chimera 

By  Dr.  Jeff  Smith 


A  chimera  is  a  plant  that  has  two  or  more 
distinct  genetic  cell  lines.  The  mesophyll  tissue 
(middle  of  the  leaf)  is  of  one  genetic  type  and  the 
epidermis  (skin  tissue)  is  of  another.  In  this 
particular  case,  the  flower  color  genes  are 
different  between  the  mesophyll  and  epidermal 
tissues  and  each  tissue  produces  a  different 
flower  color  pigment.  Since  the  flowers  are  made 
from  both  mesophyll  and  epidermis  tissues,  the 


flowers  will  be  striped  or  “pin-wheeled”  as  both 
tissue  types  show  up.  The  usual  chimera  has  a 
center  strip  of  one  color  and  outer  petal  strips  of 
another.  The  stripes  can  also  carry  the  fantasy 
trait  and  show  spots. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Lone  Star  AV  Council 


April  29-30  -  TEXAS 

Magic  Knight  AVS,  San  Antonio 
Annual  Show/Sale 
Live  Oak  Civic  Center 
8101  Pat  Booker  Rd. 

Live  Oak,  Texas 

April  29-  1:00-5:00 

April  30  -  9:00-4:00 

Info:  Dorcas  Brashear  (830)  755-8797 

Email:  rdbrashear@gvtc.com 

April  30  &  May  1  -  CONNECTICUT 

Naugatonic  AVS  Judged  Show 
Homewood  Hilton  Suites 
6905  Main  St. 

Stratford,  CT(exit  65  off  Meritt  Pkwy.) 

Apr  30  -  1  lam  -  4pm 

May  1  -  10am  -  3pm 

Info:  Edna  Rourke  (203)  926-9716 

Don  Goodwin  (860)  283  -  531 1 

April  30  &  May  1  -  NEW  YORK 

African  Violet  &  Gesneriad  Society  of  WNY 

Judged  Show/Sale 

Galleria  Mall 

Galleria  Drive 

Cheektowaga,  New  York 

April  30  -  Noon  -  6pm 

May  1-  10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Paul  Kroll  (716)  652-8658 

Email:  pfkroll@roadrunner.com 

April  30  &  May  1  -  NEW  JERSEY 

Garden  State  AVC  Show/Sale 
Mercer  County  Community  College 
1200  Old  Trenton  Rd. 

West  Windsor,  NJ  08550 
April  30  -  Noon  -  4pm 
May  1  -  11  am -3pm 
Info:  Paula  Bal  (732)  771-7117 
Email:  GSAVCmail@gmail.com 


April  30  &  May  1  -  OHIO 

Cincinnati  AVS  Annual  Judged  Show/Sale 
Eastgate  Mall 
4601  Eastgate  Blvd. 

Cincinnati,  OH 

Apr  30  -  Noon  -  9  PM 

May  1  -  Noon  -  5  PM 

Free  Parking  and  Admission 

Info:  www.cincyavs.org 

Penny  Wichman  -  pennypwic@aol.com 

Al  Cenci  -  acenci@cinci.rr.co. 

May  6  &  7  -  OHIO 

AVS  of  Dayton  Display/  Sale 

Town  and  Countiy  Shopping  Center 

Corner  of  Stroop  and  Far  Hills  (OH-48) 

Kettering,  OH 

May  6  -  1  Oam  -  9pm 

May  7  -10am  -  4pm 

Info:  Jan  Schroeder  (937)-233-0974 

Email:  jmschroeder22@aol.com 

May  6  &  7  -  OHIO 

Parmatown  AVS  Judged  Show/  Sale 
Parmatown  Mall 
7441  W.  Ridgewood  Dr 
Parma,  OH 

May  6  -  12:30pm  -  9pm 
May  7  -  9am  -  5pm 
Info:  Lori  Hilfer  (440)  582  -  4310 
Email:  rahilfer@roadrunner.com 

May  6  &  7  -  MARYLAND 

Baltimore  AVC 
56th  Annual  Show  &  Sale 
The  Shops  at  Kenilworth 
800  Kenilworth  Drive, 

Towson,  MD 
Both  Days:  9AM-5PM 
Free  Admission 

Info:  Shirley  Huffman  301-854-2021 
Email:  bshuffman2@aol.com 

May  7  -  WISCONSIN 

Sundowners  AVC  &  Crosstown  AVC 

Annual  Spring  Sale 

Olbrich  Botanical  Gardens 

3330  Atwood  Ave 

Madison,  WI 

Hours:  9am  -  3pm 

Info:  Alice  Peterson  (608)  833-5552 

Email:  peters56@tds.net 


May  7  -  OREGON 

Portlands  Volet  Club  Display/Sale 
Jantzen  Beach  Mall 
Hours:  1  Oam  -  6pm 
Info:  Blanche  Bunker 
(503)  761-7861 

May  7  &  8  -  WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society 
3 1  st  Annual  Show/Sale 
St.  Jude  the  Apostle  Church  Hall 
5th  Ave.  &  Knapp  St. 

Oshkosh,  WI 

May  7  -  10am  -  4:30pm 

May  8-11 :30am  -3:00pm 

Info:  Kevin  Degner  (920)  426-3764 

E-mail:  kevin_degner@sbcglobal.net 

June  11  -  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Riangle  African  Violet  Society 
Judged  Show  &  Sale 
j.C.  Raulston  Arboretum 
4415  Beryl  Road 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
1  Oam  -  4pm 
Libbie  Glembocki 
(919)  362-8532 

June  11&  12 -MISSOURI 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council? 
56th  Annual  Show/Sale 
Missouri  Botanical  Garden 
4344  Shaw  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO 

Both  Days:  9  am  to  5  pm 

Info:  Fran  Russom  franzr@charter.net 
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Photo  Credit:  Harry  Drew 


Teen  Bride 

Grown  by.-  Ron  Bannister 

Hybridized  by:  H.  Pittman 
Semiminiature 
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Getting  the  Word  Out 

By  Sue  Gimblet 


This  summer,  the  Newport  Flower  Show’s 
theme  was  “Safari:  Flora  &  Fauna.’’  Bay  State  AVS 
was  approached  about  presenting  a  workshop  on 
African  violets.  I  had  presented  workshops  during 
our  annual  Bay  State  shows  and  I  live  forty 
minutes  from  Newport,  so  why  not? 

The  Newport  Flower  Show  is  held  at  Rosecliff, 
one  of  Newport’s  “Gilded  Age”  cottages,  now 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Newport  Preservation 
Society.  This  elegant  mansion  sits  on  an  expanse 
of  lawn  overlooking  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  is  a 
perfect  spot  for  a  flower  show. 

Several  weeks  prior  to  the  workshop,  I  let  a 
few  of  my  plants  develop  necks  and  suckers.  I 
also  wanted  to  pinpoint  examples  of  various 
types  of  violets  in  order  to  demonstrate  the 
varieties  available.  I  gathered  old  issues  of  Ye  Bay 
Stater  and  the  Aflican  Violet  Magazine .  I  pre¬ 
pared  an  outline  of  what  I  wanted  to  cover  during 
the  workshop. 

The  day  of  the  workshop  was  warm  and 
sunny.  Mine  was  the  first  workshop  of  the  day, 
so  I  was  able  to  set  up  early  and  then  have  a  few 
minutes  to  tour  the  flower  show  exhibits  and 
vendors.  When  the  time  came  for  the  workshop 


to  begin,  there  were  only  a  few  people  in  atten¬ 
dance  and  I  was  getting  nervous.  However,  the 
workshop  was  announced  over  the  speakers  and 
within  minutes  people  arrived.  There  were 
approximately  35  people  in  the  audience. 

I  began  talking,  encouraging  questions  as  I 
went.  I  had  a  very  enthusiastic  group!  There 
were  people  who  grow  and  have  grown  violets, 
as  well  as  novices.  There  were  lots  of  questions 
and  sharing  of  experiences.  As  frequently  occurs, 
some  people  were  amazed  at  the  variegated  and 
trailer  varieties  shown.  The  copies  of  the  two 
magazines  were  offered  to  the  audience.  They  all 
disappeared! 

All  in  all,  presenting  the  workshop  at  the 
Newport  Flower  Show  was  an  enjoyable  expe¬ 
rience,  and  hopefully  a  few  more  people  will 
become  growers. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 

Ed’s.  Note:  Hopefully,  more  of  our  members 
will follow  Sue’s  example  and  help  get  the  word 
out  about  our  hobby ! 


Bottom  Watering 

By  John  Beaulieu 

From  his  book,  An  Introduction  to  Gesneriads 


Novice  growers  always  ask  whether  ‘top 
watering’  or  ‘bottom  watering’  is  best.  In  reality 
it  makes  no  difference  which  direction  the  water 
comes  from.  It  is  far  more  important  that  the 
moisture  level  be  within  a  proper  range. 

Bottom  watering  is  when  water  (with  or 
without  nutrient)  is  placed  in  the  saucer  and  the 
soil  mass  soaks  it  up.  This  can  be  very  handy 
when  there  is  no  easy  way  to  get  at  the  surface 
of  the  soil  without  damaging  the  leaves  of  your 
plants.  This  method  is  also  good  for  small 


seedlings  when  you  do  not  want  to  disturb  the 
surface  of  the  soil  or  damage  the  small 
seedlings  by  getting  the  young  leaves  too  wet. 

If  you  always  water  from  the  bottom,  an 
occasional  flushing  with  pure  water  from  above 
will  allow  any  accumulation  of  salts  to  leach 
out. 

Let  the  plant  soak  up  only  what  it  needs  for 
proper  moisture.  Always  discard  the  excess 
water  from  the  saucer.  Never  let  the  plant  stay 
sitting  in  water. 
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PESTS  AND  DISEASES 

By  Beverly  Donsworth 


Powdery  Mildew 

When  we  have  cool  nights  and  warmer 
days,  we  sometimes  notice  a  white  powdery 
substance  on  leaves,  flower  stems,  and  petals. 
This  is  a  fungus  which  will  cause  the  flowers  to 
wilt.  Preferably,  they  should  be  removed  and 
the  plant  sprayed  with  a  fungicide.  There  are 
numerous  fungicides  on  the  market,  and  if 
used,  the  can  should  be  held  about  12  inches 
(30  cm)  above  the  plant.  Other  suggestions  are 
to  use  a  solution  of  carbonated  soda  (1/4  tea¬ 
spoonful  to  a  cup  of  water)  and  spray  on  the 
affected  areas. 

To  prevent  powdery  mildew,  plants  should 
not  be  placed  too  close  to  one  another  so  that 
the  air  can  circulate  around  them.  A  fan  in  the 
room  will  circulate  the  air  and  keep  it  moving. 

Thrips 

If  you  find  there  is  spilled  pollen  on  the  petals 
of  your  African  violets,  it  may  be  thrips.  These 
are  tiny  insects  about  0.5  mm.  long  and  tan  or 
grey  in  color.  They  eat  the  pollen  and  can  be 
found  by  flicking  the  anthers  (pollen  sacs)  with 
your  thumb  nail.  They  will  scurry  away  across 
the  petals  of  the  flowers.  It  is  better  to  remove  the 
infected  flowers  and  spray  the  plant  with  a 
pyrethrum  insecticide  or  another  one  recom¬ 
mended  for  thrips.  To  avoid  a  thrips  infestation,  it 
is  best  not  to  bring  cut  flowers  into  the  same 
room  as  your  violets  or  place  them  near  an  open 
window.  Be  sure  to  wash  hands  and  change 
clothes  if  you  have  been  out  in  the  garden. 


Aphids 

These  are  common  garden  insects  that  can  be 
brought  into  the  home  in  the  same  way  as  thrips. 
They  are  larger  than  thrips,  are  green  or  brown  in 
color,  and  can  be  sprayed  with  an  insecticide. 

Whitefly 

If  whitefly  is  brought  into  the  house,  damage 
to  plants  can  occur.  It  is  best  to  spray  under  the 
leaves  with  an  insecticide  to  eradicate  them. 

Mite 

When  you  see  the  center  of  your  plant  becom¬ 
ing  tight  or  furry,  or  looking  pale  yellow,  then  the 
chances  are  you  have  mites  sucking  the  sap  out 
of  the  center  leaves.  Preferably,  you  should  throw 
the  plant  away,  taking  a  leaf  or  two,  washing 
them  carefully  and  starting  again.  If  the  plant  is  a 
chimera,  then  cutting  the  center  out  and  spraying 
with  a  miticide  will  do.  Make  sure  you  isolate  it 
from  your  collection  until  signs  of  new  clean 
growth  appears.  These  wretched  creatures  seem 
to  come  from  nowhere,  so  The  same  precautions 
apply  as  in  thrips.  Frequent  observation  of  your 
plants’  growth  habits  will  alert  you  to  something 
being  wrong.  The  flowers  also  may  have  a 
different  appearance  and  be  flecked  with  another 
color,  and  flower  stems  may  have  a  twisted 
appearance.  Mites  will  spread  quickly  to  other 
plants  so  be  very  observant. 

From  The  African  Violet  Publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 


The  AVSA  Library  Complete  List  of  Rentals 
can  now  be  found  on  the  AVSA  Web  Site. 

www.AVSA.org 
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GUTTATION  -  WEEPING  PLANTS 

By  Sue  Gardner 


Recently,  a  member  of  our  group  asked, 
“Why  are  my  plants  crying  tears  from  the  leaf 
tips?  What  are  these  drops  of  liquid  that  appear 
on  plants?” 

Drops  of  liquid  form  on  the  leaf  edges  of 
plants  because  of  a  process  called  guttation . 
The  liquid  contains  sugars  and  minerals,  when 
it  appears  on  garden  plants  and  bees.  You 
usually  see  it  early  in  the  morning,  and  after  a 
while,  it  disappears,  often  leaving  a  film  of 
white  residue  on  the  leaf. 

What  causes  weeping? 

This  weeping,  or  guttation,  occurs  in  vascular 
plants.  Non-vascular  plants  such  as  algae, 
mosses,  and  liverworts  do  not  guttate.  This  is 
because  they  do  not  have  xylem  vessels  that 
transport  water,  etc.  throughout  the  plant. 

During  the  night,  plants  close  their  stomata, 
and  transpiration  is  shut  down.  Water,  which 
generally  leaves  the  plant  through  the  stomata 
accumulates  and  pressure  builds  in  the  roots, 
forcing  water  up  the  plant,  into  the  leaves,  and 
out  through  specialized  pores  called  hydathodes. 

Why  does  weeping  occur  on  leaf  edges? 

The  hydathodes  are  located  at  the  terminal 
points  of  veins  in  the  leaf.  So  the  drops  only 
appear  on  the  edges  and  tips  of  the  leaves. 

Why  is  guttation  visible  in  the  morning? 

It  is  said  that  guttation  only  occurs  at  night.  I 
have  found  that  it  also  occurs  when  transpira¬ 
tion  is  low  because  of  high  humidity.  Recently, 
we  had  humidity  of  100%  and  my  African 
violets  exhibited  guttation  during  the  day. 


Usually,  however,  guttation  is  most  obvious 
during  cool  winter  nights.  The  drops  of  liquid 
remain  for  some  time  the  next  morning,  as 
evaporation  is  slow  in  cooler  temperatures. 

Does  guttation  occur  all  year  round? 

There  is  a  daily  rhythm  of  guttation  -  it  is 
present  early  in  the  morning  and  disappears  for 
the  rest  of  the  day.  When  transpiration  is  low, 
due  to  high  humidity,  guttation  is  also  visible.  It 
can  be  seen  at  any  time  depending  on  the 
conditions. 

Does  it  harm  the  plant? 

Guttation  in  itself  does  not  harm  the  plant. 
However,  the  liquid  contains  mineral  salts  that 
are  depositor.  The  leaf  ‘edges  when  the  liquid 
evaporates.  If  a  caist  builds  up  on  the  leaf,  it 
could  kill  some  leaf  cells.  This  will  cause  brown 
edges  to  develop  on  the  leaves. 

Is  it  useful? 

As  guttation  relieves  pressure  in  the  roots,  it 
allows  mineral  nutrients  to  enter  the  plant 
during  the  night  when  transpiration  ceases.  The 
plant  continues  to  operate  during  that  time.  You 
probably  notice  the  growth  of  leaves  and 
flowers  overnight.  I  often  find  new  flower  buds 
or  open  flowers  when  I  inspect  my  plants  each 
morning. 

If  you  see  guttation  on  your  plants,  don’t 
worry.  It  is  said  that  guttation  is  prevented  by  a 
deficiency  or  excess  of  fertilizer.  It  also  stops 
when  potting  mix  is  too  dry  or  waterlogged. 

So,  guttation  shows  that  your  plants  have 
sufficient  water  and  fertilizer! 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Mac’s  Tiamat 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by:  George  McDonald 

Semiminiature 
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Angel  Face 

Exhibited  by: 

Catherine  Thompson 

Hybridized  by: 

D.  Ness 
Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


S.  5g  clone 
pendula  van 
kizarae 

Exhibited  by: 

Dolores  Gibbs 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  cn  ft  pees 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  cn  Taurus 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  cn  Gemcnc 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  cn  Leo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  YCV90 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  cn  Lcbra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  cn  Scorpio 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  cn  Sa^f'lorc-us 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  cn  -Ce^rccom 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  Cn  ftqyarcus 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  cn  Pcsces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


Date 

Sign 

May  Moon  Ta)i)e 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Sun 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

2  Mon  1:58  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

3  Tue 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

New  2:51  am 

4  Wed  1 :09  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

5  Thu 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

6  Fri  10:32  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

7  Sat 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

8  Sun 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

9  Mon  5:35  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

10  Tue 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd  4:33  pm 

1 1  Wed  9:59  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

12  Thu 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd 

13  Fri  11:56  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

14  Sat 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

15  Sun  12:31  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

16  Mon 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

17  Tue  1:22  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  7:09  am 

18  Wed 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

19  Thu  4:16  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

20  Fri 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

21  Sat  10:32  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

22  Sun 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

23  Mon 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

24  Tue  8:24  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th  2:52  pm 

25  Wed 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

26  Thu  8:36  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

27  Fri 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

28  Sat 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

29  Sun  9:02  am 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

30  Mon 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

31  Tue  7:56  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 
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Date 

Sign 

Moon  TobJe 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Wed 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

New  5:03  pm 

2  Thu 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

3  Fri  4:36  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

4  Sat 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

5  Sun  1 1:03  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

6  Mon 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

7  Tue  3:33  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

1st 

8  Wed 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

2nd  10:1 1  pm 

9  Thu  6:31  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

10  Fri 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

1 1  Sat  8:33  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

12  Sun 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

13  Mon  10:38  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

14  TUe 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

15  Wed 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  4:14  pm 

16  Thu  1:59  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

17  Fri 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

18  Sat  7:47  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

1 9  Sun 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

20  Mon  4:45  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

21  Tue 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

22  Wed 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

23  Thu  4:24  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4th  7:48  am 

24  Fri 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

25  Sat  4:53  pm 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

26  Sun 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

27  Mon 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

28  Tue  3:56  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

29  Wed 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

4th 

30  Thu  12:13  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4  th 

0 


Membership  Application 

Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by _ Mem.  # _ 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  www.avsa.org  Date _ 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine. 

□  Individual  Membership  USA  ($30.00) 


□  Associate  Member  USA  ($  15.00-no  magazine) 

(Must  reside  at  same  address  as  a  person 
having  any  other  Class  of  membership 

□  International  Individual,  Canada  ($35.00) 

□  International  Associate,  Canada  ($17.50) 

□  International  Individual,  other  than  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  International  Associate,  other  than  Canada  ($20.00) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($60.00) 

□  Commercial  Canada  ($65.00) 

□  Commercial  International,  other  than  Canada  ($70.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  including  local,  state,  regional,  and 
Judge’s  Councils,  USA  ($35.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter  International, 
other  than  Canada  ($45.00) 

□  Library  ($30.00) 

□  Life  Member  USA  ($1,000.00) 

□  Life  Member  International  ($1,500.00) 


□  New  Member  □  Renewal  Mem  # 

(Please  type  or  print) 

Name _ 


Address 


City 


State 


.Zip 


Country 


Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS:  please  remit  in  US$ 
with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  International  Postal 
money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 


VISA  /  MC  accepted  Card  # 
Security  Code _ 


_Exp.  Date 


Signature 


E-mail  Address 
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Photo  Credit:  Jacquie  Eisenhut 


Milky 
Way  Trail 

Exhibited,  by:  Leonard  Re 
Hybridized  by:  J.  Stahl 
Semiminiature  Trailer 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Teeny  Bopper 

Exhibited  by:  Anne  Brown 
Hybridized  by:  L.  Lyon 
Miniature  Trailer 
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2011  VACATION  GUIDE 


The  AVSA  Commercial  members  listed  here 
would  be  pleased  to  have  you  visit  them  when 
you  are  in  their  area.  Some  of  the  information 
may  have  changed  from  previous  years,  so  be 
sure  to  use  this  current  information.  Many  of 

Georgia 

Mrs.  Strep  Streps 

Kathy  Spissman 

4086  Brownlee  Drive 

Tucker,  GA  30084  (just  outside  Atlanta) 

770-939-5289 

E-mail:  mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 
Please  call  for  an  appointment. 

Streptocarpus,  chiritas  and  other  gesneriads. 

Travis’  Violets 

Travis  Davis 

2064  Ellen  St. 

Ochlocknee,  GA  31773 

229-574-5167  (day)  or  229-574-5236  (night) 
E-mail:  travisviolets@aol.com 
9-5  (Mon  -  Sat)  with  appointment. 

African  violets, 
www.  travis  violets .  com 

Kansas 

Patty’s  Plants  and  Antiques 

Patty  Daniel 
920  Millington 
Winfield,  KS  67156 
620-402-6282 

E-mail:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
10:00  AM  -  5:30  PM  Tuesday  -  Saturday,  1:00 
PM  -  6:00  PM  Sundays,  or  by  appointment 
African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  other  gesneriads; 
as  well  as  mid  20th  century  pottery  and 
glass. 

www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


the  growers  have  a  wide  selection  of  other 
gesneriads  and  houseplants.  Please  note  that 
several  growers  are  available  by  appointment 
only.  Please  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
in  advance  of  your  visit. 

Kentucky 

Cedar  Creek  Violets 

David  and  Nancy  Rollins 
30  South  Loop  Drive 
Stanford,  KY  40484 
606-282-3432 
E-mail:  drollins@adelphia.net 
Monday  -  Saturday  by  appointment 
African  violets  (plants  and  leaves),  chiritas, 
petrocosmea 

www.  orderafricanviolets .  com 

Missouri 
Dave’s  Violets 

David  Harris 

1372  S.  Kentwood  Ave. 

Springfield,  MO  65804-0220 
417-887-8904 
E-mail:  plantmnn@ipa.net 
By  appointment  only 

Sinningias,  African  violets,  Episcia,  and  other 
gesneriads 

www.  daves  violets .  com 

New  Jersey 
Fancy  Bloomers 

Donna  Brining 
3644  Reading  Ave. 

Hammonton,  NJ  08037 
609-431-6982 

E-mail:  donnabrining@fancy-bloomers.com 
By  appointment  only 
African  violets  and  supplies 
www.fancy-bloomers.com 
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New  York 

Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

Paul  Sorano 
1 4  Mutchler  St. 

PO  Box  249,  Dolgeville,  NY  13329 
315-429-8291 

E-mail:  info@lyndonlyon.com 
8:00  AM  -  4:00  PM  (Mon  -Fri) 

10:00  AM -4:00  PM  (Sat) 

Noon  -  4:00  PM  (Sundays,  May  and  June  only) 
African  violets,  gesneriads.  Located  just  ten 
minutes  off  1-90  in  the  foothills  of  the 
Adirondack  Mtns. 
www.lyndonlyon.com 

The  Violet  Barn 

Ralph  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson 

7209  County  Rd.  12  (PO  Box  9) 

Naples,  NY  14512 
585-374-8592 
E-mail:  violetbarn@aol.com 
Open  12-5  pm,  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  all 
year  -  closed  July  4th,  Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  New  Years  day. 

African  violets,  gesneriads,  begonias,  hoyas, 
other  houseplants  &  supplies. 
Accommodations  available,  call  for  details, 
www.  violetbarn .  com 

North  Carolina 
Bluebird  Greenhouse 

Libbie  Glembocki 
4821  Jessie  Rd 
Apex,  NC  27539 
919-362-0530 

E-mail:  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
Open  9-12  weekdays,  other  times  by 
appointment  African  Violets,  other 
gesneriads,  orchids,  growing  supplies 
bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


Ohio 

Arcadia  GlassHouse 

Jeff  Kenyon 
20  Park  Road 
Painesville,  OH  44077 
440-357-0022 

E-mail:  jvencius@ArcadiaGlassHouse.com 
M-F  9-5,  Sat  and  Sun  by  appt. 

Lights,  “Wick-Mix”,  wicks  &  saucers,  perlite, 
vermiculite,  Urea-Free  Fertilizer,  Oyama  pots 
and  much  more!  We  specialize  in  custom  built 
greenhouses  at  affordable  prices! 
www.VioletSupply.com 

Pennsylvania 
Violet  Gallery 

Mahlen  and  Brenda  Petry 
1590  Cranberry  Rd. 

York  Springs,  PA  1 7372 
717-528-8268 

E-mail:  mpetry@embarqmail.com 
Hours  by  appointment. 

African  violets,  soil,  fertilizer,  and  pots. 
www.violetgallery.com 

Texas 

Hill  Country  African  Violets  and  Nursery 

Ken  Froboese 

32005  I.  H.  lOWest 

Boerne,  TX  78006 

830-249-2614 

Fax:  830-249-8658 

8:00  AM-6:00  PM,  7  days  a  week. 

NO  LISTS  -  NO  SHIPPING. 

Complete  retail  nursery  with  eleven 
greenhouses.  Violets,  supplies,  other 
gesneriads,  herbs,  orchids,  lots  of  other 
plants. 

Visitors  welcome. 
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Ian’s  Workshop 
Janice  Davidson 

941  FM  2377 
Red  Oak,  TX  75154 
972-617-1186  (home) 

214-718-1186  (cell) 

E-mail:  chiefrond@aol.com 
Call  for  appointments. 

Ribbons  and  rosettes  for  AVS  shows. 

ToS  Violets 

Joanne  Schrimsher 

2205  College  Dr. 

Victoria,  TX  77901 
361-575-1344 

E-mail:  josviolets@yahoo.com 
Please  call  or  email  for  an  appointment. 

African  violets,  episcias,  chiritas,  and  supplies. 
www.geocities.com/josviolets 

AVS  A  2012  Calendar 


The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 


US  -  $13.95  •  Canada  -  $15.95  •  Other  International  -  $17.95 


Canada 

Aca’s  Violet-Tree 

John  and  Doris  Brownlie 
80-600  Silvercreek  Blvd. 
Mississauga,  Ont.,  Canada  L5A  2B4 
905-270-6776 

E-mail:  jtbrownlie@idirect.com 
Anytime  by  appointment. 
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SPECIES  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

By  Leonie  Chirgwin 


When  I  was  in  school  we  were  taught  that  the 
climbing  of  Mt.  Everest  by  Sir  Edmund  Hilary 
was  the  last  great  adventure  left  in  the  world.  But 
now  I  read  in  the  Gesneriad  magazine  of  groups 
of  Americans  who  go  on  organized  plant  hunting 
holidays  to  Central  and  South  America.  They  pay 
their  own  costs,  travel  in  dilapidated  buses  that 
often  break  down,  they  sleep  in  mountain  vil¬ 
lages  in  dreadful  accommodations,  they  eat  local 
food  such  as  guinea  pigs,  slosh  along  muddy 
tracks  in  gum  boots,  and  find  new  gesneriads 
every  year.  They  store  specimens  in  plastic  bags 
and  bottles,  and  bring  them  back  to  America  for 
botanical  classification.  The  seed  then  gets  added 
to  the  Gesneriad  Seed  Fund. 

This  is  modern  history,  happening  now,  and 
the  same  type  of  thing  is  happening  in  Tanzania, 
where  botanists,  mainly  Scandinavian,  are 
searching.  New  African  violets,  considered 
sufficiently  different  from  the  others,  are  still 
being  found.  The  two  latest  are  5.  ulugurensis , 
found  in  the  Uluguru  Mountains,  among  ferns 
and  mosses,  on  a  near  vertical  slope  on  rocks 
and  tree  roots.  The  other  is  5.  watkinsii,  also  in 
the  Uluguru  Mountains,  on  steep  mossy  banks, 
in  deep  shade. 


These  finds  underline  the  need  for  rapid, 
effective  conservation  measures  and  continuing 
field  studies.  The  Tanzanian  forests  are  remark¬ 
able  for  two  main  reasons.  First,  that  they  pos¬ 
sess  a  rich  flora  which  includes  a  large  number  of 
species  found  nowhere  else.  Secondly,  that  it  is 
only  recently  this  exceptional  habitat  has  been 
recognized.  These  forests  consist  of  only  a  few 
hundred  square  kilometers  of  remaining  vege¬ 
tation  in  a  widely  scattered  archipelago  of  forest 
islands  along  the  now  cultivated  coastal  strip. 
Most  of  the  remaining  forests  are  severely 
degraded,  and  their  future  remains  uncertain. 

Most  wild  populations  of  African  violets  grow 
in  very  restricted  patches  of  deep  shade  and  high 
humidity.  Competition  from  other  plants  has  large¬ 
ly  confined  our  plants  to  well  drained  surfaces  on 
sloping  rock  or,  rarely,  tree  trunks,  where  they  can 
dominate.  These  very  narrow  ecological  niche 
requirements  make  wild  populations  very  vulner¬ 
able  to  habitat  change  such  as  the  increased  direct 
sunlight  and  under  story  temperatures  that  occur 
following  any  logging  in  the  area. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 

Early  Morn  AY  Group,  Inc. 


Timely  Tips 


By  Sharon  Rosenzweig 


Those  who  will  be  buying  leaves  at  the  spring 
show  or  who  have  leaves  after  grooming  their 
plants  may  want  to  use  this  method  of  propagation: 
place  a  few  layers  of  damp  paper  toweling  in  the 
bottom  of  a  clear  plastic  deli  container.  Cut  leaf 
stems  straight  across  instead  of  at  an  angle.  Prop 
them  along  the  sides  of  the  container.  Cover  with 
container  lid.  Make  sure  the  paper  towel  doesn’t  dry 
out.  Roots  will  form  in  a  few  weeks. 

A  strong  root  system  will  develop  more  readily 
on  started  leaves  and  if  the  bottoms  of  the  pots 
have  a  temperature  of  65-75°F  at  all  times.  You 
can  place  the  pots  on  top  of  the  fluorescent  fixtures 
for  added  warmth. 


Temperatures  in  your  growing  area  may  still 
be  cool  in  the  spring  and  plants  may  remain  wet. 
If  you  see  tiny  bugs  flying  around  your  African 
violets,  especially  when  you  move  the  pots,  they 
are  most  probably  fungus  gnats.  They  will  not 
harm  the  plants  but  are  annoying.  Hang  an 
insect  sticky  trap  (odorless  and  non-toxic)  near 
the  plants  and  let  the  potting  mix  dry  out  a  bit. 
betting  the  mix  dry  is  also  a  good  way  to  control 
springtails  (small  insects  in  the  soil  or  reservoirs 
that  jump  when  disturbed) . 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
Publication  of  the  Bay  State  AYS 
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THE  USE  OF  LED  CHIP  LIGHTING 
TO  REPLACE  TRADITIONAL 
FLORESCENT  LIGHTING 

By  Don  Landek 


Growing  African  violets  with  florescent 
lighting  is  probably  the  most  common  method  of 
in-door  African  violet  culture.  The  advent  of 
LEDs  (Light  Emitting  Diodes)  as  a  replacement  to 
the  standard  florescent  tube  lighting  has  not 
gained  much  popularity  for  several  reasons 
ranging  from  cost  of  the  LED  bulbs  and  fixture 
conversion  to  the  esthetic  appearance  of  the 
plants  under  the  heavy  red  and  blue  color 
emitted  by  the  LEDs. 

Very  recently,  a  LED  chip  light  was  introduced 
that  may  begin  to  chip  away  (no  pun  intended) 
at  the  florescent  lighting  method  for  growing 
African  violets.  Unlike  the  first  LEDs  introduced 
which  are  a  diode  array  (a  lot  of  single  diodes 
strung  together)  that  were  very  large  and  usually 
in  the  red  wavelength,  the  LED  chip  generates  a 
natural  white  light  that  has  the  wavelengths  for 
both  plant  and  person.  Also,  unlike  the  initial 
$100  price  tag  on  the  red  and  blue  LED  bulbs, 
the  price  of  the  chip  LED  is  between  $20  and 
$30  dollars  (rated  for  over  30,000  hrs  of  use). 

Significant  cost  savings  will  be  achieved  using 
LED  lighting  because  80%+  of  the  electricity  is 
converted  to  light.  In  Fluorescent  bulbs  only  40% 
of  the  electricity  it  consumes  becomes  usable 
light.  Incandescent  bulbs  are  by  far  the  most 
inefficient  converting  only  10%  of  its  electricity 
consumption  into  light,  with  most  of  the  energy 
given  off  as  heat. 

Although  there  is  much  to  be  learned  about 
the  LED  chip  light  and  the  number  of  bulbs  to  get 
normal  healthy  growth  and  flowering  from 
African  violets,  initial  reports  indicate  that  three 
bulbs,  each  4  watts,  can  generate  the  light 
equivalent  of  two  40  watt  florescent  tubes.  The 
savings  in  electricity  is  striking  in  terms  of  watts 
per  hour.  12  watts  per  hour  compared  to  80 
watts  per  hour  for  two  florescent  bulbs  for  the 
same  growth  outcome  is  significant. 


Just  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  possible 
savings  with  the  new  lighting  technology  let’s 
say  you  have  one  plant  stand,  three  shelves,  and 
three  two  blub  florescent  fixtures.  (I  know  that  a 
true  African  violet  addict  has  a  significantly 
larger  set-up)  Now  if  you  replaced  the  florescent 
lighting  fixtures  with  the  LED  chip  technology, 
you  are  talking  about  replacing  six  florescent 
bulbs  (two  per  shelf)  with  nine  LED  bulbs  (three 
LEDs  per  shelf) .  This  translates  to  moving  from  a 
total  wattage  of  240  per  hour  to  36  watt  per 
hour.  Assuming  a  1 2  hr  grow  day  and  you  have 
the  lights  on  365  day  and  your  electricity  rate  is 
13  cents  per  KWH  you  can  expect  to  see  some 
nice  savings. 


Cumulative  savings  per  over  year 

Year  1 

$113.53 

Year  2 

$227.06 

Year  3 

* 

$340.59 

Year  4 

$454.12 

Year  5 

$567.65 

Year  6 

■ 
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$681.18 

Year  7 

v  A.  ■;  +  ^  v  V  4  % 

$794.71 

'TY V ^  Ns  "  1 "  x -At 

.  ''  -'V  AS 

Now  before  you  start  spending  the  money  you 
are  going  to  save  on  electricity,  you  must  also 
consider  the  cost  of  converting  the  florescent 
fixtures  to  the  track  lighting  LED  chip  fixtures. 
From  my  own  experience,  I  am  seeing  a  cost  of 
about  $45.00  per  fixture.  So  three  fixtures  would 
cost  $135.  Also  consider  you  would  require  nine 
LED  chip  bulbs  at  $25  each  so  another  $225  is 
needed.  It  should  be  noted,  the  manufacturer  is 
advertising  a  life  span  of  at  least  30,000  hours  of 
usage.  So  in  theory  your  bulbs  should  last  at 
least  6.9  years  if  they  are  on  12  hrs  a  day. 

If  we  consider  the  cost  and  subtract  out  the 
savings  and  consider  this  year  over  year  we  see 
that  in  the  4th  year  the  cost  of  the  equipment  will 
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have  been  paid  for  plus  we  will  have  an  overall 
net  savings  of  4.21%  over  the  florescent  set-up 
you  replaced. 

Return  on  investment  cumulative  by  year 
savings  per  over  year 


-483.16% 

Year  1 

-91.58% 

Year  2 

-27.72% 

Year  3 

4.21% 

Year  4 

23.37% 

Year  5 

36.14% 

Year  6 

45.26% 

Year  7 

The  real  question  is  will  my  plants  grow  under 
these  lights?  Yes  they  will.  I  have  been  growing 
African  violets  under  LEDs  for  five  years.  They 
grow,  they  flower,  and  they  thrive.  Plus  I  get  the 
added  bonus  of  lower  electrical  bills. 

The  LED  Chip 
bulb  is  about 
the  size  of  an 
incandescent 
appliance 
bulb. 


By  the  7th  year  (about  the  time  bulb 
replacement  is  needed)  you  are  way  ahead  of  the 
game  in  savings. 

This  is  an  example  only.  The  hours  you 
have  your  lights  on  and  the  size  and 
number  of  fixtures  and  bulbs  are  all  an 
individual  matter.  There  is  a  free  down¬ 
load  that  is  available  so  you  can  just 
enter  the  information  relevant  to  your 
set-up  and  be  able  to  make  an  intelligent 
decision  if  you  want  to  convert  or  not. 
The  Link  is  http://chimeraav.com/wp- 
content/uploads/201  1/02/Electricity- 
Calculator.xls. 


Looking  into  the  LED 
chip  bulb  you  can  see 
the  source  of  its  light. 


A  closer  look  into  the 
source  and  you  see  a  chip 
with  6  embedded  LEDs. 
This  chip  converts  80%+  of 
the  electrical  current  into 
light 


Mat  Watering 

By  John  Beaulieu 

From  his  book,  An  Introduction  to  Gesneriads 


Many  hobbyists  grow  their  plants  on  mats, 
providing  a  source  of  extra  humidity  around  the 
plants  as  well  as  a  method  of  self-watering. 

Often  old,  acrylic  blankets  are  used  although 
there  is  actual  plant  matting  material  available. 
You  can  even  use  the  foam  material  that  is  used 
as  carpet  underlay. 

Your  soil  will  usually  make  contact  with  the 
matting  through  the  drainage  holes,  if  they  are 
large  enough.  You  can  run  a  wick  out  of  the  pot 


if  you  want  to  be  sure  of  contact  with  the  moist 
mat. 

Some  growers  will  soak  the  mat  every  now 
and  then  to  maintain  moisture  and  others  will 
allow  the  mat  to  reach  into  a  water  reservoir, 
keeping  the  mat  constantly  moist.  As  with  most 
watering  methods,  occasional  leaching  with 
fresh  water  from  above  will  remove  any  buildup 
of  salts.  Unfortunately,  under  lights,  you  can 
quickly  get  a  buildup  of  algae! 
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Water  Woes  -  Solved! 

By  Sharon  Rosenzweig 


I  have  been  battling  unattractive  foliage  with 
tight  centers  on  my  African  violets  for  a  long 
time.  I  tried  adjusting  the  lights  and  fertilizer, 
but  the  results  were  not  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  measured  the  pH  of  my  sink  water.  It  tested 
7.4,  too  alkaline  for  African  violets,  and 
because  it  is  well  water,  it  contains  a  lot  of  dis¬ 
solved  minerals.  I  lowered  the  pH  by  adding 
white  vinegar,  but  this  did  not  help  with  the 
high  mineral  content. 

In  the  summer  months,  I  used  water  from 
the  dehumidifier.  The  plant  foliage  still  did  not 
look  great  -  haloed,  bunched,  not  flat.  Once 
again  I  tested  the  pH  and  found  it  to  be  too 
acidic  at  6.0.  The  poor  plants  were  drinking 
alkaline  water  in  the  winter  and  acidic  water  in 
the  summer.  No  wonder  they  weren’t  happy. 

Next,  I  began  using  bottled  spring  water 
which  is  neutral  at  a  pH  of  7.  Adding  1  /8th  tsp 
of  fertilizer  Towered  the  pH  to  a  good  level  of 
6.6.  While  the  plants  showed  some  improve¬ 


ment,  they  were  still  not  up  to  my  high  stan¬ 
dards.  I  found  out  that  bottled  spring  water  has 
salt  added  to  improve  the  taste.  Perhaps  the 
additional  sodium  was  the  problem. 

After  all  this  time,  effort  and  frustration,  I 
decided  to  have  a  reverse  osmosis  filtration 
system  installed  under  my  kitchen  sink.  The 
system  filters  out  solid  particles,  impurities,  and 
dissolved  minerals  and  has  a  separate  spigot  on 
the  sink.  The  result  is  like  distilled  water  with  a 
neutral  pH  of  7.  It  is  necessary  to  use  a  fertilizer 
with  trace  elements  to  assure  the  violets  receive 
everything  they  need.  Without  the  minerals  to 
act  as  buffers,  the  fertilizer  lowered  the  pH  to  6.2. 

Then  I  had  my  potting  mix  +  water  +  fertil¬ 
izer  tested.  The  pH  was  also  6.2  -  too  acidic. 
The  solution  was  to  add  dolomite  lime  to  the 
mix  until  the  pH  reached  6.7. 

This  was  a  pricey  and  time  consuming  solu¬ 
tion,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  my  African  violets  are 
beginning  to  look  just  the  way  I  want  them  to! 


Affordable  Light 

By  Joyce  Stork 


My  first  light  unit  was  a  4 -foot  shop  fixture 
(purchased  at  a  discount  store)  which  had  two  48 
inch  fluorescent  tubes,  was  made  of  metal,  and  hung 
on  two  chains  from  an  old  sheet  of  plywood  that 
was  held  up  by  2  stacks  of  cement  blocks.  The  total 
investment  (a  few  years  ago)  was  less  than  $10. 

It  won’t  cost  you  much  more  today.  The  fluo¬ 
rescent  tubes  may  be  simple  “cool  white”  tubes 
available  in  almost  any  lighting  department  of 
garden  or  discount  stores.  The  lowest  grade  of 
bulbs  will  burn  out  rather  quickly.  Cool  white  is  the 
next  step  up  and  worth  the  extra  dollar  or  so.  If 
you  want  to  improve  the  color  of  the  light  a  bit 
(not  so  blue)  and  probably  get  a  little  more  quality 
growing,  use  one  cool  white  and  one  “Gro-lux 
wide  spectrum.” 

Once  you  have  the  metal  fixture  and  the  two 
tubes,  you  will  need  to  rig  a  way  to  hang  it  so  that 


the  tubes  are  about  ten  to  twelve  inches  above  the 
foliage  of  the  plants.  You  can  use  stacks  of  bricks, 
or  maybe  build  a  rack  using  PVC  pipe,  fitting  pipes 
together  with  elbow  joints.  Our  setup  today  is  built 
with  2x4  lumber  and  plywood...  not  much  fancier 
than  the  first  rig  we  built!  It  needs  to  be  on  for  just 
ten  to  twelve  hours  a  day,  so  a  timer  is  a  good 
idea.  My  best  guess  is  that  all  of  this  will  cost 
about  $30. 

One  caution,  when  you  first  start  using  brand 
new  light  tubes,  the  light  intensity  is  pretty  strong. 
Run  the  lights  for  a  shorter  day  (starting  at  eight 
hours)  and  increasing  the  day-length  by  a  half  an 
hour  each  week.  When  you  have  to  replace  a 
worn-out  tube,  replace  only  one  tube  at  a  time  to 
avoid  bleaching  the  leaves. 

From  A  VS  A ’s  Web  Site  FAQ  Section 
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EPISCIAS 

By  Leonie  Chirgwin 


Episcias  are  another  plant  of  the  Gesneriad 
family.  They  are  grown  mainly  for  their 
beautiful  foliage,  although  flowers  in  the  newer 
hybrids  are  becoming  very  attractive  too. 
Sometimes  called  “Peacock  plants,”  the  foliage 
colors  range  from  light  icy  green  to  darkest 
chocolate,  from  pearly  green  to  deep  red  and 
from  light  to  dark  pink,  with  combinations  of 
these  colors  in  some  varieties  Some  plants  are 
pearly  green,  changing  to  pink,  edged  with 
chocolate.  Flower  colors  now  vary  from  the 
traditional  brick  orange-red  to  pink,  white,  blue, 
mauve,  and  yellow,  and  pink  and  cream. 

Episcias  originate  from  the  rain  forests  of 
Mexico  down  to  Brazil.  They  grow  in  the  same 
potting  mix  as  African  violets,  and  take  the 
same  fertilizer.  They  can  be  wick-watered.  Their 
main  requirement  is  warmth  and  humidity. 

They  have  a  growth  habit  similar  to  straw¬ 
berries,  so  the  easiest  way  to  propagate  them  is 
by  stolon  (that’s  the  piece  that  extends  from  the 
main  plant  with  a  long  stalk,  with  little  leaves 
on  the  end).  They  can  also  be  propagated  by 
seed  or  leaf.  Cut  the  stolon  off  at  the  trunk  of 
the  main  plant,  shorten  this  stem  to  about  3  cm 
(1  inch),  plant  it  in  moist  mix  up  to  the  leaves, 
and  cover  it,  with  e.g.  plastic  bag,  or  a  Coke 
bottle  end  or  an  old  fish  tank.  Or  you  can  leave 
the  stolon  attached  to  the  main  plant  and  pin 
the  leafy  end  down  onto  the  polling  mix  surface 
with  two  crossed  toothpicks  or  a  hair  pin.  It  will 
soon  grow  roots,  and  then  you  can  detach  it 
and  plant  it  on  its  own. 

When  growing  young  episcias,  remove  all 


the  little  stolons  as  they  appear,  until  the  main 
plant  is  large,  well  established  with  its  leaves 
covering  all  the  potting  mix.  This  method  will 
result  in  larger  leaves,  and  then  you  can  allow 
the  stolons  to  develop. 

There  are  two  styles  of  growing  Episcias.  One 
is  in  shallow  bowls,  and  the  other  is  in  a 
hanging  basket.  Some  hybrids  are  capable  of 
growing  leaves  6  -  10  cm  (2.5-4inches)  long, 
while  some  have  smaller  leaves  about  3  cm  (1 
inch) . 

Another  method  of  propagating  numerous 
stolons  of  the  same  Episcia  is  to  cut  a  strip  of 
plastic  about  30  cm  (1  ft.)  x  6  cm  (2  inches)  (cut 
up  a  supermarket  bag!).  Lay  it  down  hori¬ 
zontally,  spread  damp  sphagnum  moss  the  full 
length  but  only  on  1/2  the  width.  Lay  trimmed 
stolons  onto  the  moss,  with  the  little  leaves 
extended  just  over  the  edge  of  the  moss.  Sprinkle 
a  little  more  moss  to  cover  the  stolon  stems,  and 
then  fold  the  bottom  bare  part  of  the  plastic  up 
over  the  moss.  Then  roll  up  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  and  secure  with  an  elastic  band.  Stand  the 
roll  upright  in  an  empty  pot  in  a  warm  spot. 
Dampen  the  moss  occasionally.  Within  a  few 
weeks  the  stolons  will  be  growing  roots,  ready  to 
be  unrolled  and  potted  up  separately. 

I  have  seen  a  photo  of  a  fish  tank  or  large 
terrarium  planted  with  various  episcias;  all  the 
different  color  leaves  glowing,  looking  like  a 
colored  jungle.  Just  beautiful. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 

Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Inc. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob ’s  Bad  Bunny 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by:  Ralph  Robinson 

Semiminiature 
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The  Tampa  African  Violet  Society  Presents: 

A  FAIR  TO  REMEMBER 

By  Lynne  Wilson 


For  one  of  our  yearly  club  projects,  the  Tampa 
AVS  enters  a  horticulture  exhibit  in  the  Florida 
State  Fair.  This  year  our  exhibit  was  given  the 
theme  “A  Galaxy  of  Violets.”  Mary  Lou  Harden, 
TAVS  President,  wanted  to  recreate  the  space 
voyage  that  occurred  in  1984  under  the  partner¬ 
ship  of  Holtkamp  Greenhouses  in  Nashville,  TN, 
and  NASA.  In  this  unmanned  space  laboratory, 
25,000  African  violet  seeds  were  subjected  to 
microgravity  and  cosmic  radiation  until  1990. 

The  Thmpa  AVS  members  really  came  together 
to  help 
present 
Mary  Lou’s 
vision. 

Outer 
space  was 
created 
using  net, 

Christmas 
lights,  and 
large  and 
small 
Styrofoam 
balls.  Mary 
Lou  made 
holes  in  the 
Styrofoam 
“planets”  so 

that  our  African  violets  could  be  inserted.  Jim 
Boyer,  Jay  Sespico,  and  Bill  Wilson  put  up  poles 
(3/4"  conduit)  over  the  top  of  the  booth  for 
hanging  the  planets  and  lights.  Therese  Lynam 
and  Rita  Fitzsimmons  covered  the  display  walls 
with  black  felt,  while  Dottie  Cesario,  made  stars 
to  hang  from  the  planets,  each  with  the  name  of 
the  African  violet.  Mina  Menish  and  I  tied 
ribbons  on  the  stars  so  they  could  be  pinned  to 
the  planets.  Helen  and  Joe  Bacheler  made  a  space 
shuttle  large  enough  to  hold  three  of  Mina 
Menish’s  large  plants  and  Cheryl  Power-Lukens 


made  beautiful  clouds  out  of  batting  which  were 
hung  in  the  background.  The  Milky  Way  was 
made  of  white  shimmering  organza  and  really  set 
off  the  space  shuttle  in  front.  Under  and  behind 
the  space  shuttle  a  vapor  trail  of  more 
shimmering  organza  flowed,  and  more  large 
African  violets  were  placed. 

A  small  table  held  the  array  of  AVSA  culture 
folders,  Tampa  AVS  show  announcements  and 
meeting  information,  and  three  notebooks  covering 
African  violet  leaves,  blooms,  and  a  list  of  all  the 

hybrids  on 
display. 
We  also 
had  a  sign¬ 
up  sheet 
for  those 
interested 
in  receiv¬ 
ing  infor- 
m  a  t  i  o  n 
about  our 
shows  and 
sales. 

This 
beautiful 
display 
remained  at 
the  Florida 

State  Fairgrounds  for  twelve  days.  Many  of  the 
Tampa  AVS  members  made  special  trips  to  the  fair  to 
make  sure  our  plants  are  watered,  put  out  more 
literature,  and  to  be  on  hand  to  answer  questions. 
Even  one  of  our  newest  members,  Linda  Canell, 
spent  three  days  tending  to  our  display. 

This  year,  the  Tampa  African  Violet  Society 
won  the  Third  Place  ribbon  in  the  competition 
between  different  horticultural  societies.  The  Fair 
awards  a  monetary  prize  as  well,  but  getting  so 
many  members  to  commit  is  by  far  the  best 
prize! 
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The  Bee  and  the  African  Violet 

By  Dino  J.  Martins 


Nestled  snug  against  a  moss-clad  rock,  draped 
in  soft  ferns,  a  plant  of  rare  and  astonishing 
beauty  sits  silently  in  the  shadows.  Crisp,  bright 
purple-lilac  flowers  burst  forth  from  tender  stalks 
held  out  just  above  the  leaves.  The  leaves, 
fanned  out  in  a  rosette,  droop  slightly  in  the 
humid  heat  of  mid-afternoon.  Each  leaf  is 
rounded  and  fleshy,  heart-shaped,  and  covered  in 
a  soft  downy  pelt  of  translucent  hairs. 

The  flowers,  firm  and  yet  incredibly  soft,  hold 
perfectly  still  in  the  dappled  light.  Like  little  faces, 
they  peer  out  onto  the  world  around  them 
patiently.  Each  flower’s  center  is  marked  by  a 
bright  yellow  protuberance.  This  yellow  mass 
contains  the  anthers,  fused  into  a  special  struc¬ 
ture.  The  stigma,  short  and  straight,  sticks  out 
from  the  center  of  the  flowers,  pointed  either  to 
the  left  or  right  at  a  depressed  angle. 

All  African  violets,  in  pots  on  tables,  green¬ 
houses,  or  sitting  on  windowsills  the  world  over, 
descend  from  one  small  group  of  plants  in  Kenya 
and  Tanzania. 

African  violets  still  grow  wild  in  a  number  of 
areas  of  Eastern  Africa  within  precious  remnant 
forests  that  are  ancient  and  replete  with  an 
incredible  array  of  endemic  species.  Endemic 
species  are  ones  whose  distribution  and  ecology 
is  limited  to  specific  areas  and  habitats.  They 
grow  wild  nowhere  else  in  the  world. 

The  forests  that  hold  the  last  remaining  pop¬ 
ulations  of  wild  African  violets  are  collectively 
known  as  the  Eastern  Arc  biodiversity  “hot¬ 
spot.”  A  “hot-spot”  is  a  geographic  area  encom¬ 
passing  habitats  that  contain  large  numbers  of 
endemic  species  and  are  threatened. 

The  Taita  Hills,  the  northernmost  section  of 
the  Eastern  Arc  Mountains,  are  located  in 
Southeastern  Kenya  near  the  town  of  Voi.  The 
hills  rise  abruptly  and  dramatically  from  a  vast, 
arid  plain  that  stretches  between  Tsavo  East  and 
Tsavo  West  National  Parks. 

The  Taita  African  violet,  Saintpaulia  teitensis, 


is  endemic  to  the  Taita  Hills.  The  only 
populations  of  this  extremely  rare  plant  are  found 
on  Mbololo  Hill  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  forest. 
Rainfall  in  the  Taita  Hills  ranges  from  600  mm  at 
the  base  of  the  hills  to  1300  mm  higher  up  at  the 
hilltops.  The  rains  are  predominantly  fed  by  the 
south-eastern  monsoon  winds  that  blow  in  from 
the  Indian  Ocean. 

Even  in  the  dry  season,  extensive  mists  and 
clouds  form  around  the  peaks  almost  daily.  This 
creates  a  narrow  band  of  much  wetter  conditions 
around  the  hilltops  that  approaches  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  ‘cloud  forest’. 

The  hills  are  surrounded  by  flat  plains  covered 
in  dry,  arid  bush  land,  dominated  by  thorny 
acacias  and  commiphora  trees.  This  bush  land 
extends  up  onto  the  flanks  of  the  hills,  giving 
way  to  intensive  small-scale  agriculture.  The 
farms  are  typically  small  and  grow  a  wide  range 
of  subsistence  crops  alongside  fruit  trees,  climbers 
such  as  passion  fruit,  and  tubers,  primarily  cas¬ 
sava  and  yams.  The  land  is  intensively  cultivated 
with  virtually  no  natural  forest  habitat  left  in  the 
farming  zone. 

The  natural  forests  of  the  Taita  Hills  survive 
only  as  fragmented  patches  on  the  hilltops  and  on 
slopes  and  areas  inaccessible  for  cultivation.  The 
forest  patches  on  the  Thitas  range  in  size  from  a 
few  hectares  to  over  200  hectares.  For  the  most 
part,  the  same  is  true  for  large  areas  of  the  Eastern 
Arc  forests  in  Tanzania:  fragments  of  varying 
sizes  surrounded  by  intensive  agriculture. 

The  forests  of  the  Eastern  Arc  feed  vital 
streams  and  these  in  turn  nurture,  nourish,  and 
sustain  millions  of  people  further  downstream. 
The  forests  are  also  used  everywhere  for  har¬ 
vesting  traditional  medicines,  firewood,  as  well  as 
hunting  of  small  forest  mammals.  Holding  up  the 
soils  on  the  steep  slopes  is  another  invaluable 
service  provided  to  the  farms  surrounding  the 
forest  fragments.  Several  forests  are  also  impor¬ 
tant  spiritual  and  ancestral  sites. 
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One  of  the  most  magical  things  about  the 
African  violets  on  Mbololo  Hill  is  the  story  of  its 
pollination  and  pollinators. 

Flowers  exist  in  the  wild,  not  just  for  the 
pleasure  of  people,  but  primarily  for  the  survival 
of  the  plants  that  bear  them.  African  violets  in 
the  wild  have  very  specific  habitat  requirements. 
Typically,  they  grow  in  the  shade  or  dappled  light 
of  the  forest  floor,  among  tree  roots  or  clinging  to 
the  sides  of  rocks,  fastened  in  damp  nooks  and 
crannies.  Here  they  flower,  in  some  places  almost 
continuously,  awaiting  their  appointment  with  a 
pollinator. 

Pollination  is  important  for  seed  production  in 
African  violets,  as  it  is  in  most  other  flowering 
plants. 

The  flowers  of  African  violets  require  a  special 
kind  of  pollination  known  as  ‘buzz’  pollination. 
The  flowers  offer  no  nectar  rewards,  so  visiting 
pollinators  are  in  search  of  pollen  as  a  return  for 
their  efforts.  The  anthers  are  fused  together  and 
borne  on  short  stamens.  They  can  only  release 
pollen  by  being  shaken  by  the  pollinators. 

Pollination  is  effected  by  the  efforts  of  some 
wild  bees  species,  mainly  in  the  genus  Amegilla. 
Four  different  species  of  these  bees  serve  as 
pollinators  to  the  Thita  African  violet. 

The  bees  that  pollinate  the  African  violets 
engage  in  a  delightful  sequence  of  steps,  like  a 
finely  choreographed  dance,  in  order  to  pollinate 
the  flowers.  The  bees  approach  the  flowers  while 
flying  2-3  feet  above  the  forest  floor.  When  an 
individual  bee  has  noticed  a  particular  patch  of 
flowers,  its  flight  changes  from  meandering  to 
direct.  The  bee  approaches  the  flowers  and 
weaves  back  and  forth.  This  hovering  stance  is 
maintained  for  a  few  seconds.  The  bee  makes 
several  closer  approaches  and  retreats  while 
weaving  from  side  to  side  in  the  air.  The  bee  then 
flies  directly  towards  a  particular  flower. 

The  bee  flies  towards  the  flower  perpendicular 
to  the  flower’s  ‘face’.  The  bee  lands  on  the  flower 
by  seizing  it  with  its  legs  and  grappling  with  the 
petals  and  fused  anther  structure.  During  this 
contact  with  the  flower,  the  bee  holds  part  of  the 
flower  in  its  mandibles  and  vibrates  its  wing 
muscles.  This  transfers  the  high-frequency 


vibrations  to  the  flower,  and  pollen  is  released 
from  the  fused  anthers. 

This  process  takes  place  very  rapidly  and  lasts 
1-3  seconds.  During  this  time,  as  the  bee  holds 
on  to  the  flower,  short  pulses  of  a  buzzing  sound 
can  be  heard.  During  its  time  on  the  flower,  the 
bee  makes  circular  movements  on  the  flower, 
which  helps  more  pollen  adhere  to  its  body  hairs. 

The  bee  then  lifts  itself  into  the  air  and  hovers 
again  briefly  while  combing  pollen  into  its  pollen 
baskets.  This  motion  is  very  rapid  and  is  followed 
by  a  return  to  weaving  flight  in  front  of  the 
flowers.  The  bee  then  either  drops  back  onto 
another  flower  or  flies  away.  The  numbers  of 
flowers  visited  during  a  particular  visit  are 
variable,  but  the  durations  of  the  visits  are 
always  under  a  minute  from  my  observations. 


The  seedpods  grow  out  from  the  base  of  the 
flower  after  pollination.  They  are  light  green  as 
they  grow  and  eventually  turn  brown,  drying 
and  cracking  open  to  release  hundreds  of  tiny 
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seeds.  These  are  carried  away  from  the  mother 
plant  by  rain  and  water  to  establish  new  African 
violets  on  a  mossy  buttress  root  or  fern-clad  rock 
somewhere  in  the  forest. 

The  intricate  pollination  system  tying  together 
the  African  violets  and  the  Amegilla  bees  is  just 
one  part  of  the  intricate  web  of  life  in  and  around 
these  precious  forests.  Even  more  amazing  is  the 
link  between  these  pollinators  and  the  farms 
surrounding  the  forest. 

The  same  individual  Amegilla  bees  leave  the 
forest  to  visit  the  rich  flowering  herbs  that  grow 
along  its  edge.  Here  they  encounter  crops  includ¬ 
ing  eggplant,  tomato,  pigeon-pea  and  cow-pea, 
passion  fruit,  watermelons,  mango,  and  avocado. 
All  these  crops  get  visited  and  pollinated  by  the 
same  individual  bees  that  have  been  pollinating 
the  Taita  African  violets! 

This  link  between  the  African  violets,  the 
forest,  and  the  farms  keeps  the  crops  and  violets 
healthy.  What  better  reason  to  save  the  forest 
home  of  the  African  violets  than  the  direct  con¬ 
nection  to  food  and  human  livelihoods?  As 
farmers  in  the  Taitas  learn  of  the  direct  contri¬ 
butions  of  bees  to  the  food  on  their  tables  and 
money  in  their  pockets  and  of  the  connection 
between  these  bees  and  the  wildflowers,  hope¬ 
fully  the  future  of  the  wild  Tciita  African  violets, 
growing  quietly  in  the  forest’s  shadows,  will 
become  a  little  bit  more  secure. 


Nature  Kenya’s  motto  is  ‘Connecting  Nature  and 
People.’  As  part  of  the  celebration  of  our  centennial,  a 
series  of  stamps  was  created  depicting  important  species 
in  Kenya.  With  millions  of  beautiful  animals  and  plants 
to  choose  from,  the  one  that  there  was  no  debate  about 
was  the  lovely  African  violet  and  its  beautiful  pollinator. 

Surely,  few  plants  are  as  familiar  to  everyone 
worldwide,  yet  no  one  is  aware  of  their  humble 
origins  and  how  close  to  extinction  they  stand. 
Nature  Kenya  is  the  oldest  scientific  society  in  Africa, 
and  it  works  closely  with  communities  to  conserve 
habitats  and  species.  Nature  Kenya  would  like  to 
develop  more  conservation  and  education  activities 
in  and  around  the  precious  forests  home  to  the 
African  violets.  As  a  volunteer  and  membership 
based  organization,  we  need  your  help  to  do  so. 
Please  spare  the  forests  of  the  Tfritas  some  thought  as 
you  enjoy  the  beauty  of  your  own  African  violets. 

To  purchase  the  stamps  or  to  make  a  donation 
towards  Nature  Kenya  and  the  conservation  of 
the  wild  African  violets  in  Kenya,  please  get  in 
touch  with  us  through: 

Nature  Kenya  -  The  East  Africa  Natural 
History  Society 

For  stamps:  membershipservices@naturekenya.org 
For  African  Violet  conservation: 
insects@naturekeny  a .  org 

Author  Bio: 

Dim  J.  Martins ,  an  environmentalist  and 
biologist,  is  currently  a  PhD fellow  at  Harvard 
University.  A  respected  researcher  and  writer,  he 
has  published  numerous  articles  in  scientfic, 
natural  history,  and  environmental  magazines. 

He  is  currently  the  Chair  of  the  Insect 
Committee,  Nature  Kenya.  His  work  centers  on 
understanding  and  drawing  links  between 
nature’s  myriad  beautiful  intricate,  and 
essential  processes  to  our  own  daily  lives. 

In  2009  he  won  the  Whitley  Award  for 
Conservation  -  one  of  the  most  prestigious  global 
conservation  prizes  -  the  ‘Green  Oscar’.  This  award 
was  in  part  towards  efforts  to  document  and 
highlight  the  links  between  the  Taita  African 
Violets  and  their  pollinators  to  sustainable 
agriculture. 
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Photo  Credit:  Mel  Grice 


Buckeye  Ticker  Tape 

Exhibited  and  Hybridized  by-.  Pat  Hancock 

Large  Standard 
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Shipping  Leaves 

By  Joyce  Stork 


Leaves  are  quite  easy  to  ship.  Here  are  the 

steps: 

1 )  Choose  beautiful  strong  leaves  with  rich  green 
color.  Avoid  the  oldest  leaves  that  have  started 
to  fade.  If  some  of  the  varieties  are  variegated, 
choose  the  greenest  leaves  possible. 

2)  You  should  provide  a  bit  of  moisture  with  a 
small  square  (1")  of  tissue  or  cotton  that 
wrapped  around  the  end  of  the  stem  and  is 
moistened.  I  like  to  wrap  that  additionally  with 
a  bit  of  foil,  but  it  isn’t  crucial. 

3)  Enclose  each  leaf  (or  pair  of  leaves  of  the  same 
variety)  in  a  plastic  bag  that  is  securely  sealed. 
Label  the  package  with  the  variety  name. 

4)  Select  a  box  that  is  big  enough  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  packages  of  leaves  with  a  sur¬ 
rounding  insulation  of  two  to  three  inches  of 
packing  material. 

5)  Fill  the  bottom  of  the  box  with  the  packing 
material  (fiber  insulation  used  in  construction, 
packing  peanuts,  shredded  newspaper,  etc.)  to 
a  depth  of  2-3".  Add  a  layer  of  leaves,  then  a 


thin  layer  of  padding,  then  another  layer  of 
leaves,  repeating  until  all  leaves  are  packed. 
Make  sure  that  there  is  2-3"  of  insulation 
around  the  sides  of  the  leaves  as  well  as  at  the 
top  and  bottom.  The  packing  should  be  dense 
enough  that  nothing  moves  or  shakes  when 
the  box  is  closed,  but  not  so  dense  that  the 
leaves  are  crushed. 

6)  Ship  when  the  weather  (and  especially  the  tem¬ 
peratures)  are  not  extreme  at  your  location,  at 
the  destination,  and  in-between.  Ship  early  in 
the  week  so  the  package  doesn’t  have  to  sit  over 
a  weekend.  Make  sure  that  the  recipient  knows 
it  is  coming.  If  you  are  willing  to  spend  the 
money,  ship  it  either  over-night  or  two  day.  Less 
expensive  ground  shipping  is  always  riskier. 

7)  If  you  ship  frequently,  and  especially  if  money 
is  changing  hands,  your  state  may  require 
that  you  obtain  an  agricultural  inspection  and 
permit. 

From  the  AVS A  Web  Site  FAQ  Section 


How  do  I  Keep  so  Many 
Small  Plants  Watered? 

By  Nancy  Manozzi 


I  have  several  Rubbermaid  trays  with  clear 
covers  that  measure  about  15"  by  23".  They  fit 
very  well  on  my  fluorescent  light  stands,  as 
they  balance  on  the  lip  of  the  shelf.  I  use  either 
capillary  matting  or  acrylic  blanket,  cut  to  fit  the 
inside  of  the  trays.  Note  acrylic  blanket,  not 
cotton,  as  cotton  may  rot.  I  keep  the  matting 
moist,  which  means  wetting  it  about  twice 
weekly. 

I  water  with  a  mild  mixture,  1/8  teaspoon 
fertilizer,  1  drop  superthrive  in  one  gallon  of 
water.  In  “mildew  season”  I  also  add  1/2  tea¬ 
spoon  of  physan  20,  which  is  a  fungicide.  The 
plants  I  grow  in  the  covered  containers  are  all  in 
2  1/2"  pots  or  smaller,  so  it’s  very  important  not 


to  over  fertilize  or  over  water.  It  is  easy  to 
“overdo”  in  a  small  pot.  Too  much  moisture 
may  cause  root  rot  and  too  much  fertilizer  may 
cause  root  burn.  As  we  know,  too  much  of 
anything,  even  good  things,  are  not  always 
good  for  our  violets! 

I  pour  the  water  directly  into  the  trays,  mak¬ 
ing  sure  there  is  no  standing  water.  I  wait  a  few 
minutes  to  make  sure.  I  keep  the  cover  on  most 
of  the  time,  but  not  tightly,  always  open  at  least 
an  inch  or  two.  This  way  I  know  there  won’t  be 
an  overwatering  issue. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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S'atty’d  fPCant*  <£  Clntiquet 

90  £<uc  751 
92C  MMingtan 
WinfieCd,  JCandOA  67/56 

African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 
Begonias  &  Ferns 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
web  site: www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of- Africa,  com  garymikita@cs.com 


r/M/Mf 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  Dept  A V  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

African  Violets,  Aeschynanthus,  Chiritas,  Codonanthe,  Columneas, 
Episcias,  Hoyas,  Kohlerias,  Nematanthus,  Orchids, 

Petrocosmeas,  Rex  Begonias,  Streptocarpus, 
other  assorted  Gesneriads, 

And  much  more! 

To  receive  our  2011  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  Mountains! 

Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 

To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.lyndonlyOn.COm 


_ 
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JoS  Violets 

J  African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 

www.josviolets.com  or 

send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr 

Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344 

josviolets@yahoo.com 

The  Violet  Showcase 

id)  yv\ 

3147  South  Broadway 
Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

M 

•frfsA 

(303)761-1770  Established  1969 

*  /  •  a 

My 

T  If 

See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 

V 

www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1 

to  above  address 

PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


< 


PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


£ 'elective 
'Qardener_ 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 
For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 

violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-45 1 0  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


Oyama 

^  ^  Self-Watering  Planters 


wvvw  .gesneriadsociety.i 


-‘tv.org 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthns,  Chirita,  Columnea,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus ,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM.  PMB  637,  1122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads ,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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IQS 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  12  =  $76.86  24  =  $144.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted 

74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  El  x  27“  W  x  12"  D 


Buckeye  &  Bluegrass  Violets 

New  Releases  for  201 1 
Buckeye  Openly  Irish,  Buckeye  Too 
Tempting,  Buckeye  Ticker  Tape, 
Buckeye  Tornado 

201 1  color  catalog  $3.00  USA/$5.00  other 
PayPal  orders  -  pat.hancock@hughes.net 
Mail  Orders:  Buckeye  Violets 
7132  Shurtz  Rd  •  Middletown,  OH  45042 
(513)  425-0308 

Stop  by  my  booth  in  Philly  and  get  a  Buckeye  or 
Bluegrass  leaf  of  your  choice 


Join 

Today! 


Crypt  anthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


vytfd  GreeQA 

W  Apex,  NC 

At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 


919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Patricia  Bell 
33  Ash  Crescent 
St  Albert,  Alberta  T8N  3J6 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Violet  Gallery 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Species, 
Vintage  Varieties  &  Supplies 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures.  A  pdf 
version  of  our  print  catalog  is  available  online.  Or  send  $3  for 
our  printed  catalog  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  violetgallery@embarqmail.com  Ph.717-528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372 S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Pricelist:  $1.00 

Springfield,  MO  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 

WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 
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The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated  HI  in  tests. 


-  Wick  Saucers 

-  AgroSun  Light 
Bulbs 


•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available.  -  Self-watering  Pots 

- -  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG  _  Leaf  Rings 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  1 1 1 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 

Order  Online:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com 
Talk  with  us:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com/blog 

Order  by  Mail:  9766  Grandview  Drive 
St  Louis,  MO  631 32 


y  -j??\  v 


MRS  STREP  STREPS 


~  Streptocarpus,  Chiritas,  Kohlerias,  plus  many  other  Gesneriads: 
_  Email  for  list  of  available  plants  by  mail  order. 

A,  Kathy  Spissman,  4086  Brownlee  Dr., 

'  A  Tucker,  GA  30084,  770-939-5289 

Call  for  an  appointment.  Check  out  my  Ebay  store: 

http://stores.ebay.com/mrsstrepstreps. 
Now  on  Facebook:  MrsStrepStreps  •  Mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net 


TravissSiiolets 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2011  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  ail  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 

Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  Web®, 

developed  especially 
as  an  information  exchange  platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


c -tteuen  i  Plant  PAap 

African  Violets  &  Episcias 
Plants  and  Leaf  Cuttings 

Steven  Spachek 


234  W.  Mally  Blvd. 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78221-3832  •  (210)922-0208 


'Biomlcvm 


Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 
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Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 
^ an  Pttauiclson 


941  FM  2377 
Red  Oak.  Texas  75154 
Fax  (972)  617-1198 


(972) 617-1186 
email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
For  CATALOG  in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


99 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


"Violet  Barn 

10-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 

Violet,  Gesneriads,  Unusual  houseplants.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

Ma's  Enchantress .  Lightly  ruffled,  large  dbl. 
pink  stars  with  blue-purple  fantasy.  Quilted, 
nicely  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 

Ma’s  Frozen  Pond.  Large  fully  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  and  variable  green  hues.  Quilted, 
wavy,  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 

Ma's  Butterfly  Garden.  Sdbl.  white  pansies 
with  light  pink  hues,  dark  purple  fantasy 
edges,  and  lightly  ruffled  pencil  edge  of 
white/green.  Variegated  foliage.  7.00 

NEW  MUNI  AND  SEIVIIIVIINI  VARIETIES 

Rob's  Afghanistan  Banana  Stand.  Large, 
sparkling  blue  sdbl.  stars  with  white  pin- 
wheel  stripes.  Green  and  gold  variegated 
foliage.  Spectacular  semimini  chimera 
$20.00  (available  April  1) 

Rob's  Itchy  Britches.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  are 
edged  in  pink  with  blue  speckles.  Wavy, 
green  and  white  variegated  mini  foliage. 
$6.00 

Rob's  Knickers.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  edged 
in  blue.  Wavy,  variegated  mini  foliage. 

$6.00 

Rob's  Zipper  Zapper.  Large  deep  pink  sdbl. 
stars  with  wide  banding  of  fuchsia-purple. 
Dark,  pointed  semimini  foliage.  Great!  $6.00 

...plus  'Rob's  Lucky  Number',  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  the  2010  AVSA  National  Show! 

Hundreds  more  on  our  website  and  catalog. 
Other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each 
Other  mini  and  strep  varieties  at  $5.00  each 


NEW  STREPTOCARPIIS 

Bristol's  Cool  Breeze.  Silvery-lavender  fringed 
blooms  with  large  lemon-yellow  throat  $6.00 

Bristol's  Hollihock.  Huge  carmine-pink  blootVis 
with  darker  horizontal  streaks  on  large  white 
throat.  Impressive!  $7.00 

Bristol's  Lipstick.  Deep,  intense,  hot-hot  pink 
with  very  bright,  yellow  throat.  Wow!  $6.00 

Bristol's  Raspberry  Royale.  Deep  ruby  upper 
lobes,  dusty-pink  lower  lobes  frosted  ruby 
then  banded  in  darker  red.  $6.00 

Bristol's  Tap  Dance.  Upper  petals  blush  white, 
tipped  purple,  lower  petals  dark  purple-red, 
then  edged  blush  white.  Striking.  $6.00 

NEW  VIOLETS  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

Capricorn  (Kozerog).  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  lilac-blue 
stars  with  coral-red  fantasy.  $8.00 

DEO  Star  Special  Forces  (Zvezdnyi  Desant).  Sdbl. 
coral-pink  ruffled  stars  w/purple  fantasy 
$7.00 

EK  Coral  Fish  (Korallovaia  Rybka).  Large  sdbl. 
to  dbl.  deep  coral  with  darker  reddish  tips 
$7.00 

Home  Salmon  (Losos'  Domashnii).  Dbl.  bright 
coral-salmon  $7.00  Sagittarius  Elite  (Strelets 
Elit).  Large  dbl.  violet-purple  with  coral-pink 
fantasy  $8.00 

LE  Sea  of  Happiness  (More  Schast'ia).  Sdbl.  to 
dbl.  large  blue  star  with  wavy  white  edges. 
$7.00 

RS  Colorful  Bird  (Raznoperistaia  Ptichka).  Sdbl. 
white  star  w/pink  patches,  blue  fantasy.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  from  Russian  hybridizers! 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS,  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcia,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

Prices:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  15,  add  $12  for  shipping  (for  every  20  plants) 
We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  website  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $40  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME  -  SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW. VIOLETBARN.COM 


Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson 
PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting! 


Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 
Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  12-5  pm 

Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  pm.  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

,  ,•  ...  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 
FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  - 
4:00  p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX 
77702;  phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with 
draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership 
Application.  Master  Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to 
organize  a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave., 
Tampa,  FL  33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest  Dr.,  Colfax, 
CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention  entries  or  sales  room, 
contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email  <lynn_lombard@^7oiidneLatt.net> 
CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valornet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop 
programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti,  Convention 
Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annandale,  MN  55302,  Email 
<lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national 
convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Detroit,  MI  June  3-10, 
2012,  Austin,  TX  May  26-June  2,  2013. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send 
request  to  Ruth  Loomis,  Email  <rathloomis@msn.com>.  A 
registration  fee  of  $  1 5  is  required. 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  If  you  have  ideas  for 
a  library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas, 
3113  Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1 .00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 


PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-2667.  E-mail  <janice@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to:  Meredith 
Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall3  7 0@earthlink.  net> .  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY. 

NEW  PRICES  FOR  AVSA  ROSETTES,  EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY  1,  2012:  SSA  Packet  with  no  rosettes  $5.00. 
Orders  for  rosettes  must  be  specific  as  to  which  is  needed- 
standard,  species,  mini-semi,  they  may  be  mixed,  color  and 
size  all  same  price.  All  rosettes  are  $5.00  each  added  to 
price  of  SSA  packet. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or  mechanical, 
without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of 
AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without  Editor’s  permission. 
AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont, 
TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  E-mail 
<rrumsey@earthlink.net>. 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND  MEMORI¬ 
ALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1. 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar. 
issue  -  Jan.  1;  May  issue  -  Mar:  1;  July  issue  -  May  1;  Sept, 
issue  -  July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast. net>  (Ad  rates  on  web  site: 
AVSA.org)  (541)  926-8116. 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/Apr.  issue  -  Jan.  1;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July/Aug.  issue 
-  May  1;  Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 
BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA 
office  in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization, 
at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 

Subscription  $30.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  2009  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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in  many  ways,  the  methods  and 
opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their 
own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
opinion  of  AVSA. 
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President  S  A/IcSScl^C  517  E.  Elm  St.  •  Ravenwood,  MO  64479 

By  Linda  Hall,  President  Email:  ladylindal21@hotmail.com 


All  of  my  contact  information  is  listed 
above.  If  you  have  any  suggestions  to 
make  our  society  better,  more  accessible 
to  members,  or  any  other  concerns 
about  AVSA,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
me.  I  have  retired  from  my  job,  and  I  am 
here  to  serve  you  and  our  society. 

All  that  being  said,  if  you  did  not 
attend  the  Convention  in  Cherry  Hill, 

New  Jersey,  you  missed  a  great  one!  The 
hotel,  staff,  food,  Ways  and  Means  table,  the 
Detroit  table,  AVSA  sales  table,  showroom,  sales¬ 
room,  old  friends,  new  friends,  and  presentations  - 
everything  was  fantastic.  Everyone  went  above 
and  beyond  to  make  Cherry  Hill  a  great 
convention. 

My  favorite  thing  to  do  at  the  convention  is 
get  in  line  on  Thursday  at  noon  (or  earlier)  for 
the  1  o’clock  opening  of  the  salesroom.  I  like  to 
be  the  first,  (or  at  least  one  of  the  first  five 
through  the  doors!)  when  the  salesroom  opens.  I 
have  done  this  for  more  years  than  I  can 
remember  (at  least  15).  The  friends  you  meet  and 
new  friends  you  make  while  the  adrenalin  is 
rushing  at  the  anticipation  of  seeing  the  new 
hybrids  our  commercials  have  to  offer,  is  so  much 
fun!  This  year  I  stood  with  Laurel  Goretsky,  wife 
of  your  2nd  Vice-President  (even  though  she  is 
not  new  to  conventions,  this  was  her  first  time 
waiting  in  the  front  of  the  line  to  get  in),  Paula 
Bal  from  New  Jersey  (now  a  friend  for  life,  and  a 
first  timer  to  the  front  of  the  line),  Gail  Podany 
(not  usually  in  the  front),  and  her  sister  Carol 
Semrau,  (veteran  front  of  the  liner).  What  a 
marvelous  and  fun  time  we  had  harassing  Lenny 
Winter  who  was  determined  to  keep  us  out,  while 
we  taunted  him  to  get  in.  Then  there  was  Lynn 
Lombard  (Commercial  Chairman)  standing  on  a 
chair  giving  the  final  countdown  to  get  in.  If  you 
have  never  attended  a  convention,  you  have 
missed  a  lot.  AVSA  offers  so  much  for  our  mem¬ 
bers  to  do  and  plans  for  two  to  three  years  to 
make  it  an  experience  that  you  will  want  to  have 


over  and  over  again.  This  was  my  23rd 
convention  (I’ve  exhibited  at  all  of 
them)  and  I  will  keep  on  going  until 
my  legs  won’t  carry  me  anymore! 

I  would  like  to  thank  our  AVSA  office 
staff  Jenny  Daugereau,  Ruth  Rumsey, 
and  Amy  Carruth  for  all  their  hard  work 
at  convention.  And,  we  all  need  to  say  a 
big  “thank  you”  to  Kathy  Lahti,  our 
Convention  Chair  for  her  commitment  to 
find  the  best  prices  and  locations  for  our  conven¬ 
tions.  Kathy  is  very  visible  at  convention  and  goes 
about  her  business  in  a  very  calm  manner.  My  hat 
is  off! 

Again  this  year,  there  was  a  survey  taken  to  see 
if  we  are  improving  convention  according  to  the 
survey  we  took  in  2010.  Some  changes  we  were 
able  to  make  this  year.  You  will  see  more  changes 
at  the  2012  convention  in  Detroit.  Plan  to  be  there. 
The  hotel  sounds  fabulous.  I  know  Steve  Turner, 
AVSA  Detroit  Convention  Chair,  is  planning  to 
make  Detroit  so  attractive  for  you,  that  you  will 
absolutely  have  to  attend. 

While  you  are  vacationing  this  summer,  be  sure 
to  make  it  a  point  to  stop  at  one  of  our  commercial 
vendors  and  buy  some  plants  that  you  just  can’t 
live  without.  My  problem  is  that  I  find  too  many  of 
them  and  there  is  no  room  on  the  shelves!  Oh 
well... we  all  know  that  we  can  always  squeeze 
one  more  in! 

You  should  probably  be  repotting  all  your  babies 
right  now,  getting  ready  for  all  the  fall  shows  in 
which  I  am  sure  you  will  want  to  exhibit.  What 
fun  it  is  to  compete  with  other  violet  friends  and 
see  who  has  achieved  perfection  this  year.  And  the 
designs. .  . what  a  challenge.  Then  there  are  always 
the  companion  plants  that  we  “must”  have.  The 
other  gesneriads  are  so  intriguing  and  challenging 
to  grow,  especially  when  we  don’t  know  what  they 
are,  or  how  to  grow  them! 

Happy  summer  to  you  all! 

Linda 
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Editor’s  Notes 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 


By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM Editor 


Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


The  Philadelphia  Convention  was 
one  of  the  very  best!  All  of  our 
convention  hosts  are  to  be 
commended.  Our  AVSA  Convention 
Director,  Kathy  Lahti,  is  so  organized 
and  such  a  pleasure  to  work  with. 

Rich  Follett,  local  Convention 
Director,  and  the  ladies  from  the  AVS 
of  Springfield,  including  Linda 
Kilby,  Joan  Santino,  Barbara  Jones, 
and  Peggy  Mooney,  were  always  on 
the  move!  What  a  fun  group! 

A  wonderful  surprise  for  many  of  us  was  seeing 
Mary  and  Art  Boland.  One  of  our  former 
Presidents,  Mary  is  someone  who  has  provided 
decades  of  selfless  service  to  AVSA.  Her  generosity, 
wisdom,  dedication,  and  kindness  are  legend. 
When  I  first  began  working  for  AVSA,  Mary  made 
it  clear  that  she  was  always  available  if  I  needed 
her,  and  she  remains  so.  What  a  pleasure  it  was  to 
spend  time  with  Mary  and  Art,  and  to  see  the 
excitement  of  other  member’s  faces  when  they  saw 
Mary.  She  is  truly  a  treasure  to  this  organization. 

I  finally  met  my  friend,  Neil  Lipson,  and 
certainly  enjoyed  the  treat  of  a  surprise  piano 
concert!  Finally  meeting  people  you  have  spoken  to 
for  many  years,  and  of  course  seeing  your  old 
friends,  and  some  of  the  best  reasons  to  attend  our 
AVSA  Conventions. 

As  a  lover  of  history,  I  had  been  looking  forward 
to  this  convention  for  several  years.  I  wanted  to 
walk  down  the  same  streets  our  Founding  Fathers 
traveled,  and  see  Carpenter’s  Hall,  where  these 
“rebels”  met  for  the  First  Continental  Congress. 
What  a  wonderful  experience! 

The  show  at  this  convention  was  exceptional. 
There  were  close  to  1,000  entries,  plants  grown  to 
perfection,  and  unique  designs.  Having  our  con¬ 
ventions  in  various  parts  of  the  country  gives  more 
members  a  chance  to  enter  their  plants  in  AVSA 
national  shows.  You’ll  be  seeing  those  plants  in 
this  publication  through  the  next  year,  beginning 


with  our  gorgeous  cover,  the  Best  in 
Show,  ‘Cirelda,’  grown  by  Sandra 
Skalski,  whose  name  you  will  see 
repeated  over  and  over  on  page  30,  in 
the  listing  of  2011  National  Show 
Winners.  What  a  talented,  dedicated 
grower!? 

This  year,  our  AVSA  Office 
Secretary,  Amy  Carruth,  joined 
AVSA  Office  Manager,  Jenny,  and  I, 

at  convention.  Jenny  is  thinking  about 
retirement,  and  Amy  wanted  to 
familiarize  herself  with  the  convention  process.  It 
was  a  great  week  for  all  of  us. 

Beginning  on  page  12  are  the  recipients  of 

AVS  As  Society  Awards.  So  many  fine  people  were 

honored  this  year  for  the  contributions  they  make 

to  AVSA.  I  am  particularly  proud  that  my  dear 

friend,  and  Official  AVM  Show  Photographer, 

Winston  J.  Goretsky,  was  honored  with  the 

Hudson  Memorial  Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership.  I 

have  heard  for  many  years  about  his  dedication  to 

» 

his  local  clubs,  Stampede  City  AVS  and  the  AVS  of 
Canada,  from  his  fellow  club  members,  and  I  know 
they  are  pleased  that  he  received  this  honor.? 

Several  months  ago  I  began  receiving  publicity 
about  the  renovation  going  on  at  Moody  Gardens 
on  Galveston  Island.  I  was  pleased  that  they 
planned  to  again  incorporate  African  violets  in  the 
Rainforest  Pyramid,  as  they  had  several  years  ago. 
The  date  for  the  press  junket  was  the  day  before 
we  left  for  convention,  so  I  asked  my  daughter, 
Jennifer  Rumsey,  a  writer  and  educator,  to  go  in 
my  stead.  As  we  have  run  articles  about  various 
botanical  gardens,  I  thought  I’d  share  with  you  her 
experience  at  Galveston  Island’s  Moody  Garden’s 
Rainforest  Pyramid,  (page  50). 

If  you  attended  the  convention  presentation  on 
Virus,  please  contact  me  for  permission  to  reprint 
the  handout  provided  by  Georgene  Albrecht  and 
Pat  Hancock,  as  it  appears  in  this  issue  of  the 
AVM  as  an  article. 
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Office  Update 

By  Jenny  Dangereau,  AVSA  Office  Manager 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 

Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 


Our  Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill  Con¬ 
vention  was  fabulous.  The  violets  in 
the  showroom  were  extraordinary.  I 
think  all  of  our  members  and  guests 
had  a  great  time  this  year. 

I  want  to  thank  a  few  people  for 
all  their  hard  work,  not  only  for 
hosting  the  convention,  but  helping 
at  the  AVSA  registration  table.  Joan 
Santino,  Barbara  Jones,  and 
Peggy  Mooney  spent  many  hours 
helping  out  at  Registration  while  still  fulfilling 
their  jobs  as  hostesses.  Barbara  snuck  me 
some  of  her  delicious  peanut  butter  fudge, 
yummy,  and  kept  the  table  supplied  with  the 
famous  Tastykake  krimpets  and  other 
Tastykake  cupcakes.  They  were  delicious,  and 
now  I  can  say  “I  ate  a  tastykake.”  What  joy 
those  three  ladies  bring  to  the  work  they  do!  I 
will  always  remember  those  three  smiling 
faces.  Again,  thank  you  ladies. 

I  also  had  my  good  friend,  Ann-Marie  Keene, 
working  with  me  again.  Ann-Marie  is  such  a  hard 
worker  and  is  so  much  fun  to  work  with.  She  was 


there  every  day  even  though  she  had 
over  an  hour  drive  to  get  to  us. 

Amy  Carruth,  our  office  Secretary, 
joined  us  for  convention  this  year.  She 
is  such  an  asset  to  our  office  and  our 
society.  She  enjoyed  meeting  our 
members  and  putting  faces  with  the 
voices  she  hears  over  the  phone.  Our 
members  loved  seeing  her  too. 
Thanks,  Amy,  for  all  of  your  help. 
Ruth,  Amy,  and  I  were  able  to  get  out  of 
the  hotel  on  Friday  afternoon,  and  our  good  friend 
Danny  Tidwell  drove  us  into  Philly  to  see  the 
historical  spots.  We  saw  the  Liberty  Bell,  Betsy 
Ross’  house,  and  many  other  historical  landmarks. 
It  was  really  interesting  to  see  where  our 
constitution  was  formed  and  to  walk  the  streets 
that  our  founding  fathers  walked. 

All  of  those  in  attendance  at  the 
Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill  convention  will  remember 
the  fun  times  and  the  beautiful  show.  It  is  so  much 
fun  to  see  many  of  your  old  friends  and  meet  new 
ones  each  year.  Next  year  we  will  be  in  Detroit.  Try 
not  to  miss  it. 


2011  AVSA  Winning  Publications 


Best  Yearbook 

Won  by:  San  Mateo  County  AVS  (CA) 

Second  Best  Yearbook 

Won  by:  First  Austin  AVS  (TX) 

Third  Best  Yearbook 

Won  by:  Columbus  AVS  (OH) 


Best  Newsletter 

Won  by:  Bay  State  AVS  (MA) 

Second  Best  Newsletter 

Won  by:  Wayne/Washtenow  AV  Club  (MI) 

Third  Best  Newsletter 

Won  by:  Columbus  AVS  (OH) 


Best  Magazine 

Won  by:  Ohio  State  AVS 


Judges  Special  Awards:  Carolyn  Klein,  Laurel  Brown,  Neil  Lipson,  Pat  Gibson, 

Eileen  McGrath,  Mel  Grice,  Sue  Hoffmann 
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In  Search  of  New  Violets 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  The  Indiana  Academy 


Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


Just  about  the  time  I  think  I’ve 
seen  it  all  with  chimeras,  something 
else  pops  up.  The  most  recent  new 
event  with  a  chimera  was  sent  in 
from  Janet  Stromborg.  The  pictures 
illustrate  the  before  and  after  changes 
from  the  original  chimera  ‘Sister 
Sylvia’  and  the  sport.  Chimeras 
sporting  to  solid  flowers  as  in  this 
case  would  not  be  noteworthy.  What 
is  strange  in  this  sport  is  the  apparent 
change  of  the  leaves  from  the  light  green  of  the 
original  plant  to  a  two  toned  leaf  with  a  wide 
band  of  red  backing  on  the  reverse  side.  The 
pattern  looks  like  “birth  marking”,  but  unlike 
birth  marks,  the  pattern  is  very  regular  and  is 
present  in  every  leaf.  The  new  leaf  pattern  is 
very  reminiscent  of  the  banding  seen  in  leaf 
chimeras  except  the  coloration  is  different.  If  this 


sport  is  a  leaf 
chimera,  this 
might  be  the  first 
reported  incident 
of  a  flower 
chimera  mutating 
to  a  leaf  chimera. 
If  anyone  else  has 
seen  an  incidence 
like  this,  please 
drop  me  a  line 


and  share  your  experiences.  I’m 
curious  to  know  how  often 
something  like  this  occurs  with 
chimeras. 

Q:  Em  forwarding  you  a 
picture  of  plant  labeled  as  the 
species  plant  S,  goetzeana  that 
is  being  grown  in  one  of  the 
botanical  gardens.  However,  this 
plant  doesn't  look  like  any  S, 
goetzeana  plants  Eve  ever  seen 
before.  Is  the  identification  correct? 

A:  The  writer  of  this  question  did  some  further 
investigation  with  the  staff  of  this  botanical 
garden  and  eventually  got  an  admission  that  the 
plant  was  actually  a  NOID  (No  ID)  hybrid  that 
they  had  just  stuck  into  the  exhibit.  No  wonder 
the  plant  didn’t  look  like  5.  goetzeana.  This 

brings  out  a 
reminder  to  all 
growers  to 
please  label 
your  plants 
correctly  and  to 
keep  the  labels 
written  out  in 
full.  The  use  of 
abbreviations  is 
certainly  con¬ 
venient,  but  it 
can  lead  to  confusion  once  the 
plant  leaves  your  collection.  We 
have  plenty  of  NOIDs  out  there; 
we  don’t  need  to  create  more. 

Q:  I  have  a  wonderful 
plant  in  my  collection  that  I 
would  like  to  show,  but  it  is  a 
NOID,  Is  it  ever  possible  to 
correctly  ID  a  NOID?  Could 
DNA  tests  be  used? 
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A:  It  is  rarely  possible  to  correctly  identify  a 
NOID  unless  there  is  a  very  unmistakable  char¬ 
acteristic  in  the  plant  that  can  be  matched  up. 
Since  there  are  so  many  look-alike  plants  out 
there,  it  is  usually  impossible  to  identify  a  NOID. 
No,  DNA  tests  would  be  very  unlikely  to  help 
unless  you  had  a  good  suspect  to  match  the  DNA 
with.  However,  the  genetic  studies  that  have  been 
conducted  on  African  violets  have  found  so  few 
differences  between  them  that  it  would  likely  take 
a  DNA  base  by  base  comparison  to  match  a  NOID 
to  a  known  plant.  Not  impossible  perhaps,  but 
certainly  not  very  practical. 

Q:  I  want  to  conduct  a  science  fair  pro¬ 
ject  that  looks  for  mutations  in  African 
violets.  Can  you  suggest  a  particular  cul- 
tivar  to  use  for  my  project ? 

A:  Rather  than  suggest  a  particular  cultivar,  let 
me  suggest  some  characteristics  that  should  make 
your  project  easier  to  manage  and  mutations  easier 
to  spot.  First,  choose  a  semi-mini  or  miniature 
plant.  They  take  up  less  space  and  grow  more 
quickly  than  the  standard  cultivars.  Next,  use  the 
wild  type  characteristics  of  the  flowers  and  leaves 
to  spot  mutations.  For  flowers,  I’d  suggest  a  plant 
with  blue  color  and  a  stick-tight  single  or  perhaps  a 
semi-double  flowers.  For  leaves,  I’d  suggest  a  plant 
with  dark  green  foliage  with  red  backing. 
Mutations  in  the  flower  or  leaf  colors  will  then  be 
easy  to  spot  as  they  should  be  different  than  the 
wild  type  characteristics.  I’d  also  suggest  a  plant 
with  very  smooth  edges  on  the  leaves.  Many  of 


the  teeth  and  leaf  edge  characteristics  are  muta¬ 
tions  and  should  be  easy  to  spot  if  they  occur. 

You  didn’t  mention  how  you  were  planning  to 
mutate  your  African  violets,  so  please  be  mindful 
of  safety  concerns  if  you  are  using  radiation  and 
harsh  chemicals.  Confer  with  an  adult  or  expert 
about  how  to  set  up  your  treatments  so  that  the 
only  thing  you  mutate  is  the  plant.  Good  luck 
with  your  project  and  be  sure  to  let  us  know  if 
you  get  anything  “interesting”  in  your  results. 

Q:  Is  there  any  easy  way  to  hybridize 
forfowers  that  are  tri-colored ? 

A:  Yes,  you  should  be  able  to  get  flowers  with 
three  colors  in  just  one  generation.  The  easiest  way 
would  be  to  cross  a  fantasy  flowered  plant  with 
either  a  Geneva  edges  flower  or  a  thumbprint 
pattern.  The  fantasy  parent  will  of  course  give  you 
two  colors.  The  Geneva  edges  or  thumbprint  pattern 
should  give  you  some  white  in  the  bloom.  The 
combination  should  give  you  a  tri-colored  flower. 

Q:  Vve  noticed  that  many  of  the  Russian 
cultivars  have  very  large  dramatic flowers. 
Is  there  a  particular  reason  for  this  ? 

A:  The  easiest  explanation  I  can  offer  for  the  large 
flowers  of  the  Russian  cultivars  is  that  this  is  what 
their  hybridizers  have  selected  for  in  their  plants. 
They  like  large  flowers  with  lots  of  dramatic  color.  If 
you  keep  choosing  parents  with  large  flowers,  many 
of  your  offspring  will  inherit  these  characteristics. 
Anyone  else  can  do  the  same  thing  if  they  followed 
the  same  goal  in  their  hybridizing  program. 


August  25  &  26  -  MINNESOTA 

AVSM  at  their  40th  Annual 
Minnesota  State  Fair  Judged  Show 
1265  N  Snelling  Avenue 
St.Paul,  Minnesota 
Both  Days:  9am  -  9pm 
Email:  violetsrusmn@gmail.com 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE: 
SENIOR  JUDGES 


Senior  Judges  may  apply  for  a  renewal 
examination  between  May  1  and  September  1, 
2011.  Send  request  to  Meredith  Hall,  P.  O. 
Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  Include  check 
for  $5.00,  (payable  to  AVSA)  and  proof  of 
three  blue  ribbons  as  per  AVSA  Handbook,  2007 
Edition,  page  88.  Allow  three  weeks  for  delivery. 
The  completed  examination  must  be  returned 
before  October  1,  2011  for  grading.  Exami¬ 
nations  may  be  received  by  attachment 
using  Microsoft  Word  if  requested.  Please 
specify  if  it  will  be  used  as  electronic  copy 
or  handwritten  hard  copy. 

Those  Advanced  Judges  who  meet  the 
requirements  and  wish  to  apply  for  their  first 
Senior  Judge  examination,  send  check  for  $5.00 
(payable  to  AVSA)  to  Mrs.  Hall.  Also  send  the 
following  items  of  documentation  of  eligibility  per 
AVSA  Handbook. 


1 .  List  of  all  judging  schools  attended,  grades, 
etc. 

2.  Signed  schedules  of  five  AVSA  shows 
judged,  (copy  of  signed  title  page  with  all 
show  information  is  sufficient) 

3.  Verification  of  three  blue  ribbons  earned, 
per  AVSA  Handbook,  2007  Edition,  page 
88. 

Allow  three  weeks  for  delivery.  Schedules  and 
cards  will  be  returned  if  a  SASE  is  included  with 
proper  amount  of  postage.  Applications 
postmarked  after  September  1,  2011  will  be 
returned,  and  application  may  be  made  next 
year. 

No  exams  will  be  returned  until  after 
October  15,  2011.  Please  include  email  address 
and  you  will  be  notified  of  receipt  of  exam,  or 
include  a  self  addressed  postcard  and  it  will  be 
returned  upon  arrival  of  exam. 


AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger 

2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032, 

Contributions:  March  1  -  April  30,  2011 


Fantasy 

AVS  of  Kentuckiana,  Louisville,  KY 
The  club  has  disbanded  and  has 
donated  remaining  funds 


Geneva 

Carol  Allegretti,  Fort  Myers,  FL 


Multicolored 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society,  Oshkosh,  WI 
For  the  website  upgrade 
Ann  Tivers,  Memphis,  TN 

In  memory  of  William  Chin  and 
Tom  Fly 


Two-tone 

Alice  A  Inlow,  Ballwin,  MO 
Judith  Hess,  Greendale,  WI 
Thelma  Mackencie,  Santa  Cmz,  CA 
Ann  Schmit,  Running  Springs,  CA 


Thumbprint 

African  Violet  Club  of  Morris  County, 
NJ 

In  lieu  of  judges’  travel  expenses 
for  Susan  Amao  and  Grace  Egan 
Virginia  Barthelemy,  Tampa,  FL 
Bergen  County  African  Violet 
Society,  NJ 

In  lieu  of  judging  expenses for 
Bob  Kurzynski 


Evelyn  Boyer,  Austin,  TX 
Lorene  A.  Connel,  Bennett,  CO 
First  African  Violet  Society  of 
Denton,  TX 

Kathleen  Hartley,  Sunriver,  OR 
Jeff  Jackson,  Edmonton,  Canada 
Stephanie  Jeffery,  Germantown,  MD 
Nelly  Levine,  Arvada,  CO 
Rebecca  McMeel,  Houma,  LA 
Robert  McMeel,  Houma,  LA 
Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council,  MO 
Allene  Peek,  Bellevue, TX 
Geneva  Stagg,  Germantown,  TN 
Sweetwater  AVS,  East  Islip,  NY 
Elizabeth  Tan,  Princeton,  NJ 
Martin  S.  Wright,  Williamsville,  NY 


Website  Upgrade:  $50.00 

Total  Contributions:  $1287.48 
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Small  Talk 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 


32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

Email:  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 


Another  successful  AVSA  convention 
was  held  this  year  in  Cheny  Hill,  NJ,  right 
across  the  river  from  Philadelphia.  The 
theme  ‘Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of 
Violets’  certainly  made  one  feel  very 
patriotic  and  awestruck  at  the  beauty  of 
the  plants  in  this  setting. 

The  show  was  filled  with  lovely  plants 
in  both  the  Amateur  and  Commercial 
divisions.  Exhibitors  from  near  and  far 
shared  in  the  awards  given  out  for  the  top  winners. 
Best  in  show  was  one  by  Sandy  Skalski  from 
Mullica,  NJ,  with  ‘Cirelda’.  ‘Cirelda’  is  a  semi 
miniature  trailer  with  double  pink  two-toned 
blossoms.  Sandy’s  plant  was  full  of  blossoms  and 
skillfully  grown.  Sandy  also  won  second  best  in 
show  and  best  miniature  African  violet  with  her 
delightful  ‘Petite  Blarney’.  I  wasn’t  familiar  with 
this  miniature  before  and  now  I’m  in  love!  ‘Petite 
Blarney’  has  double  pink  blossoms  with  a  green 
edge  against  dark  green  girl  foliage.  Hortense 
Pittman  is  the  hybridizer.  I  would  love  to  include 
pictures  but  would  not  do  justice  to  the  award 
winners  and  know  that  they  will  be  featured  in  the 
magazine  throughout  the  year  (taken  by  a  much 
better  photographer  than  myself!) . 

The  Best  Semiminiature  African  violet  was  won 
by  Mary  Bums  from  Baltimore,  MD,  with  ‘Optimara 
Little  Hopi  II.’  This  is  an  eye-catching  plant  with 
single-semidouble  pink  blossoms  with  purple 
fantasy  markings.  The  leaves  are  medium  green. 

The  Best  AVSA  collection  of  Minia¬ 
tures/Semiminiatures  was  won  by  Susan  Amao  from 
Mount  Laurel,  NJ.  The  collection  was  made  up  of 
three  lovely  miniatures,  ‘Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet’, 
‘Jolly  Orchid,’  and  ‘Skagit  Lil  Gem.’  ‘Orchard’s 
Bumble  Magnet’  has  double  pink  star  blossoms  and 
medium  green  leaves.  ‘Jolly  Orchid’  has  double 
orchid  and  white  blossoms  with  medium  green 
foliage.  Finally,  ‘Skagit  Lil  Gem’  has  semidouble 
rose-purple  two-tone  blossoms  and  girl  foliage. 

The  Second  Best  AVSA  Collection  of 


Miniatures/Semiminiatures  was  won  by 
Beverly  Williams  from  Brooklin,  ON 
(Canada).  The  semi  miniatures  in 
Beverly’s  collection  were  ‘Norton’s 
Elaine’,  ‘Von’s  Small  Gift’,  and  ‘Ness’ 
Cranberry  Swirl’.  ‘Norton’s  Elaine’  has 
single  chimera  dark  blue  bell  blossoms 
with  a  white  stripe.  The  leaves  are 
medium  green  and  serrated  girl  foliage. 

‘Von’s  Small  Gift’  has  single  mauve  two-tone 
sticktite  pansy  blossoms.  The  foliage  is  variegated 
medium  green  and  white.  ‘Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl’ 
has  double  white  star  blossoms  with  a  variable 
fuchsia  edge.  The  leaves  are  variegated  green  and 
cream. 

As  you  know,  one  of  my  favorite  classes  to 
check  out  at  the  show  is  the  amateur  division  of 
new  cultivars.  They  are  usually  two  classes  in 
which  new  cultivars  can  be  entered.  These  are: 
sports  or  mutants  and  seedlings.  The  Best  New 
Cultivar  came  from  the  sports/mutants  class  and 
was  won  by  Norma  Russell  from  Napean,  Ontario, 
with  her  ‘Sport  of  Jolly  Eyes.’  My  picture  of  it  didn’t 
turn  out  that  well,  but  from  what  I  can  remember, 
the  blossoms  are  double  white  with  a  pink  eye.  The 
foliage  was  the  neat  part  being  reddish-brown 
around  the  edges  with  a  green  middle. 

George  McDonald  from  Jamesburg,  NJ,  had 
many  lovely  varieties  in  the  show.  He  deserves 
honorable  mention  for  his  seedling  of  ‘Mac’s  Ring 
of  Fire.’  I  will  wait  for  his  proper  description  before  I 
share  it.  ‘Mac’s  Walk  about  Ulura’  was  another 
delightful  plant  (not  sure  if  that  is  the  correct  title) . 

I  love  going  to  convention.  I  always  come  home 
and  miss  the  fun  and  the  friends  that  I  only  get  to 
see  once  a  year.  I  am  thankful  to  those  who 
introduced  themselves  and  became  new  friends.  I 
had  some  ‘firsts’  at  this  convention.  I  was  one  of 
the  first  shoppers  into  the  commercial  salesroom 
and  I  became  a  member  on  the  AVSA  Board  of 
Directors.  I  look  forward  to  next  year  in  Detroit. 

Stay  happy,  healthy,  and  keep  on  growing! 
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A  Family  Portrait 

By  Mel  Grice 


2019  Crosswind  Ct.  •  Englewood,  OH 
Email:  melsgrice@earthlink.net 


Sinningia  leucotricha 


Sinningia  leucotricha  (sin  IN  jee  a 
lew  koe  TRY  ka)  is  a  tuberous 
gesneriad  from  South  America  that 
everyone  should  grow.  Its  strikingly 
beautiful  foliage  is  covered  with  soft 
silvery  white  hairs  that  appear  irides¬ 
cent  in  the  right  light.  The  number  of 
white  hairs  that  cover  the  leaves  is 
fixed  so  they  are  thickest  on  young 
leaves,  and  they  spread  further  apart 
as  the  leaf  expands.  The  leaves  of  young  plants 
feel  like  soft  rabbit  fur  to  the  touch.  I  know  that 
you  are  not  supposed  to  touch  plants  at  a  show, 
but  this  one  is  difficult  to  resist.  I  try  to  take 
Sinningia  leucotricha  with  me  when  giving  talks 
on  gesneriads  and  pass  it  around  for  everyone  to 
feel.  One  touch  and  you  will  be  hooked! 

The  flowers  of  Sinningia  leucotricha  are  rela¬ 
tively  small,  tubular,  and  orange-red.  There  is  some 
variation  in  the  flowers  from  plant  to  plant. 
Usually,  the  flowers  have  a  ring  of  small  dark  spots 
at  the  boundary  between  the  tube  and  the  slightly 
flaring  lobes.  The  bright  orange-red  flowers  make 
an  attractive  contrast  to  the  light  green  color  of  the 
leaves.  Usually,  there  is  one  tier  of  four  leaves  on  a 
long  stem.  Sometimes  a  plant  will  grow  a  second 
tier  of  four  leaves  atop  the  first  tier. 


Leucotricha 


Propagation  of  Sinningia 
leucotricha  is  easiest  by  seed.  The 
Gesneriad  Society  Seed  Fund  usually 
has  seed  available  to  members  for 
purchase.  Rooting  flowering  stems 
from  a  mature  plant  is  usually  more 
difficult.  They  may  root  and  produce  a 
small  tuber,  but  the  tuber  often  does 
not  sprout  after  it  goes  dormant.  I 
have  had  fairly  good  success  with 
rooting  young 
crown  cuttings 
that  are  about 
2"  in  height 
when  they  are 
first  sprouting 
from  a  mature 
tuber  (leaving 
some  crowns 
still  to  grow  on 
the  original 
tuber).  I  dip  the 
cut  end  in 
Clonex©  which  is  a  purple  gel  that  acts  as  a 
rooting  agent.  Clonex©  is  usually  sold  in  hydro¬ 
ponic  stores  or  with  orchid  growing  supplies. 

Usually,  the  crown 
will  continue  to  grow 
and  make  a  nice 
tuber. 

I  recently  attend¬ 
ed  the  Philadelphia 
International  Flower 
Show  and  there 
were  many 

Sinningia  leu - 
co  trie  has  on  dis¬ 
play.  Some  had 
enormous  12-20" 
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tubers  showing  6"  or  more  above  the  soil  line.  These  down  the  name  of  this  plant  so  that  they  could 

large  tubers  were  probably  20  or  more  years  old.  I  obtain  one  in  the  future.  Try  growing  Sinningia 

witnessed  many  attendees  take  the  time  to  write  leucotricha,  and  you  will  not  be  disappointed. 


New  Prices  for  Rosettes 

New  Prices  for  Rosettes  will  be  effective 

January  1, 2012. 

See  more  information  on  the 
AVSA  Information  ?a$et  inside  front  cover. 


FERTILIZER 

By  Sue  Gardner 


What  fertilizers  are  best? 

A  balanced  fertilizer  is  recommended  for 
African  violets.  This  means  the  N:P:K  numbers 
on  the  label  should  be  about  equal.  A  suitable 
one  I  use  has  N:P:K  values  of  14:15:1 1.5. 

Some  growers  use  different  fertilizers  to  either 
promote  leaf  growth  or  flowering,  but  a  balanced 
African  violet  fertilizer  used  correctly  will  give 
consistently  good  results.  Ones  with  a  high 
Nitrogen  number  will  promote  leaf  growth,  but 
the  plants  may  become  soft. 

I  recently  tried  a  different  liquid  African  violet 
fertilizer  with  the  N:P:K  values  of  4. 6: 1.6:3. 6.  I 
found  growth  was  all  right,  but  there  were  not  as 
many  flowers,  and  variegated  plants  lost  almost 
all  variegation.  So  I  returned  to  the  old  trusted 
balanced  fertilizer,  and  things  are  returning  to 
normal. 

How  much  fertilizer  should  be  used? 

A  good  rule  of  thumb  for  wick-watered  plants 
is  to  use  1/8  teaspoon  of  solid  (crystalline) 
fertilizer  to  2  liters  of  water.  This  is  for  large 
plants.  Liquid  fertilizers  should  be  used  at  the 
recommended  rate.  If  you  have  just  potted  up 
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plantlets  with  a  small  number  of  roots,  it  is  best 
to  use  water  without  fertilizer  for  the  first  few 
weeks  to  avoid  fertilizer  burn.  After  a  few  more 
weeks,  when  the  plantlets  have  developed  more 
roots,  gradually  increase  the  fertilizer  to  usual 
levels. 

How  should  we  deal  with  build  up  of 
fertilizer  salts? 

After  a  while  fertilizer  salts  build  up  in  the 
potting  mix  -  usually  at  the  top  where  evapora¬ 
tion  of  water  takes  place.  If  you  drench  to 
remove  these  salts,  you  need  to  pour  a  lot  of 
water  through  the  mix  as  the  salts  are  slow  to 
move  downward.  If  you  only  pour  water  through 
one  or  two  times,  the  salts  may  remain  in  the 
bottom  of  the  potting  mix,  and  the  roots  could  be 
burned.  If  too  many  salts  accumulate,  plant 
growth  will  be  affected. 

The  best  way  to  deal  with  fertilizer  build  up  is 
to  re-pot  the  plant  in  fresh  mix  after  removing  as 
much  of  the  old  mix  as  you  can. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Australia 
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AVSA  2011  SOCIETY  AWARDS 

MARGE  SAVAGE,  CHAIRMAN 


PAULINE  BARTHOLOMEW 
HALL  OF  FAME  AWARD 

Pauline  Bartholomew  “wrote  the  book”  on 
showing  the  world  how  to  grow  prize-winning 
African  violets.  First  published  in  1985,  she 
produced  Growing  to  Show  on  a  manual 
typewriter  when  each  page  of  the  manuscript 
had  to  be  letter  perfect.  A  perfectionist,  she 
added  sketches,  compounding  the  lengthy 
process.  She  self-published  the  book  from  her 
experience  as  an  AVSA  exhibitor,  an  AVSA 
Life  Member,  a  Senior  Judge,  and  an  AVSA 
Teacher. 

AVSA  members  quickly  embraced  and 
recommended  Pauline’s  book.  No  one  had  ever 
described  the  step-by-step  method  of 
achieving  award-winning  African  violets. 
Growing  to  Show  has  stood  the  test  of  time. 
Even  Amazon  gives  it  a  rare,  perfect,  Five-Star 
Rating. 

In  2003,  Pauline  donated  Growing  to  Show 
to  AVSA,  transferring  all  rights  thereto  and 
selling  us  all  remaining  inventory.  In  2008,  the 
inventory  depleted,  the  Publications  Committee, 
Barbara  Pershing,  Chair,  published  the  revised 
edition.  Carefully  preserving  Pauline’s  writing 
and  artwork,  they  added  updates  on  growing 
miniature  African  violets  and  color 
photographs.  This  gift  continues  to  benefit 
AVSA  to  this  day. 

Pauline  received  the  One-Year  Honorary 
Membership  in  1981,  the  Continuing  Service 
Award  in  1986,  and  a  Certificate  of 
Appreciation  in  2004.  Formerly  of  Oxnard, 
California,  Pauline  moved  to  the  Baja  Peninsula 
in  Mexico,  where  she  lives  today. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
appreciates  and  applauds  the  endeavor  and 
generosity  of  Pauline  Bartholomew  and  inducts 
her  into  the  Hall  of  Fame  for  her  unique  and 
long-standing  impact  on  the  history  of  the 
Society. 


OLIVE  MA  ROBINSON 
BRONZE  MEDAL  AWARD 

A  favorite  1998  photo  shows  Olive  standing 
in  front  of  her  husband,  his  arms  around  her 
waist  -  both  wearing  big  smiles.  She  began 
serious  plant  growing  and  collecting  25  years 
ago. 

In  1996,  she  opened  “Violet  Fun 
Greenhouse,”  her  own  small  urban  nursery  in 
Taichung,  Taiwan.  She  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  after  her  marriage,  spring  1998.  Since 
then,  she  has  expanded  the  scope  of  the  Violet 
Barn  in  Naples,  New  York,  long  owned  and 
operated  by  her  husband,  Dr.  Ralph  (Rob) 
Robinson. 

Olive  and  Rob  generously  provide  the  ad  on 
the  back  cover  of  the  AVM,  for  which  we  are  all 
grateful.  Olive  designed  the  golden  “Family 
Tree”  award  display,  the  focal  point  of  the  “Once 
and  Future  Violet”  showroom  at  the  2010 
Raleigh  Convention. 

These  accomplishments  aside,  Olive  is  the 

hybridizer  of  the  Ma’s  Series  of  African  violets. 

* 

In  the  last  ten  years,  she  has  registered  more 
than  70  new  varieties,  all  standards,  mostly 
variegated.  In  2005,  she  won  Best  New  Cultivar 
with  ‘Ma’s  Lily  Pad.’  Her  most  recent  additions 
are:  ‘Ma’s  Enchantress,’  ‘Ma’s  Frozen  Pond’ 
and  ‘Ma’s  Butterfly  Garden.’ 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  praises 
the  effort  of  Olive  Ma  Robinson  and  awards  her 
the  Bronze  Medal  for  Horticultural 
Achievement. 

DR.  BARBARA  E.  PERSHING 
BRONZE  MEDAL  AWARD 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith:  “Several  years  ago,  AVSA  was 
tasked  with  reworking  the  registration  numbers 
and  system  for  the  Saintpaulia  species.  This  was 
not  an  easy  project,  and  the  resulting  framework 
will  have  long  lasting  effects  for  AVSA  and  our 
recognition  by  the  scientific  community.  Barb  was 
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instrumental  in  tackling  this  problem.  She  more  or 
less  single  handedly  wrote  a  series  of  PowerPoint 
programs  to  educate  the  AVSA  membership  about 
the  need  for  a  new  registration  system  (too  many 
inconsistencies  with  the  old  system),  what  that 
system  would  be  based  on  (new  taxonomic  and 
DNA  evidence),  and  how  the  system  could  be 
seamlessly  adopted  with  minimal  disturbance  to 
most  growers  (the  numbering  shorthand  system 
that  was  adopted).  The  resulting  product  was  a 
wonderful  three-part  system  of  programs  for  the 
AVSA  library  and  membership.” 

“These  programs  have  filled  a  critical  horti¬ 
cultural  need  for  AVSA  [Jeff  has]  heard  “nothing 
but  compliments  for  the  job  AVSA,  [that  is  Barb 
Pershing]  did  in  this  task.  We  have  the  respect  of 
our  peers  and  colleagues  in  the  plant  world.” 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
applauds  and  thanks  Dr.  Barbara  E.  Pershing  and 
awards  her  the  Bronze  Medal  for  Scientific  Effort. 

WINSTON  J.  GORETSKY 
MABEL  AND  GLENN  HUDSON 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

Winston  Goretsky  has  been  growing 
Gesneriads  for  42  years!  He  has  been  a  member 
of  his  local  affiliate  club,  Stampede  City  AVS  for 
31  years,  where  he  has  served  as  President, 
Publicity,  Newsletter,  Membership,  Show 
Schedule  Writer,  Show  Chair,  Convention  Chair, 
and  Photographer.  He’s  a  Master  Judge  and 
Teacher  and  has  taught  judging  schools  and 
computer  entries  for  local  affiliates  and  others.  A 
member  of  Edmonton  African  Violet  and 
Gesneriad  Society  for  10  years,  he  has  held 
Photography  Workshops  and  taught  Judging 
Schools. 

As  member  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of 
Canada  for  31  years,  he  teaches  judging  work¬ 
shops  for  horticultural  societies  in  Edmonton,  Red 
Deer,  and  Calgary.  He  has  produced  PowerPoint 
presentations  for  the  Calgary  Horticultural  Society 
and  the  Alberta  Horticultural  Association. 

A  member  of  AVSA  for  31  years,  and  a  Life 
Member,  he  generously  shares  his  photography 
skills,  provides  photos  for  First  Class,  produces 
Convention  presentations,  is  the  Official  Show 


Photographer  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine , 
and  assists  with  the  color  production  side  of  our 
publication.  Winston  encourages  all  he  meets  to 
join  AVSA,  and  he  currently  serves  as  our  2nd 
Vice  President. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  appreci¬ 
ates  the  outstanding  generosity  of  Winston  J. 
Goretsky,  and  happily  awards  him  the  Mabel  and 
Glenn  Hudson  Memorial  Award  for  outstanding 
leadership  activities  within  an  affiliated  chapter. 

RONALD  E.  (RON)  DAVIDSON 
HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP 

He  does  numerous  things  for  AVSA,  its  con¬ 
ventions  and  shows  without  being  seen  and 
without  talking  about  it.  He  is  the  Quiet  Man  - 
except  for  his  shirt,  made  like  the  flag  of  the 
Lone  Star  State. 

Ron  leads  young  students  into  the  excitement 
of  growing  African  violets.  The  home-schooled 
youngsters,  along  with  their  mothers,  are  now 
members  of  1st  AVS  of  Dallas  of  which  Ron  is 
President. 

Ron  can  also  be  found  at  the  computer  console, 
working  Entries  &  Classification  for  AVSA 
Conventions  and  Shows  for  the  last  twelve  years.  In 
addition  to  serving  as  your  3rd,  2nd  and  1st  Vice- 
President,  Ron  serves  as  Commercial  Representative 
on  the  Shows  and  Judges  Committee,  as 
Commercial  Judging  Consultant,  and  member  of  the 
Commercial  Committee,  the  Technology  Committee, 
and  as  Chair  the  Salary  Committee. 

Ron  is  purposeful  about  awarding  people  who 
work  for  the  good  of  AVSA.  Now  it  is  our  turn  to 
show  our  gratitude  to  him.  The  African  Violet 
Society  of  America  appreciates  and  thanks 
Ronald  E.  (Ron)  Davidson  for  his  diligent  ser¬ 
vice,  and  awards  him  the  Honorary  Life 
Membership  and  President’s  Pin. 

DALE  MARTENS 
CONTINUING  SERVICE  AWARD 

Dale  Martens  is  The  Unsinkable  Molly  Brown! 
Where  does  she  find  the  time  for  her  own  plants? 
She  travels  all  over  the  country,  inside  and  out, 
giving  programs,  giving  away  plants  and 
cuttings.  A  colleague  told  us,  “If  she  has  two 
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leaves,  she  will  give  you  one;  and  then  she’ll 
probably  give  someone  else  the  other.” 

Dale  donates  her  many  enticing  packages  of 
plant  materials  for  us  to  bid  on  at  the  Convention 
Luncheon  Auction,  earning  tidy  sums  for  the 
benefit  of  AVSA.  She  now  uses  technology  to  our 
advantage  and  gives  interactive  programs  using 
Skype  on  the  Internet. 

Since  earning  the  Bronze  Medal  in  2005,  Dale 
has  increased  her  activity  of  hybridizing  for  new 
and  better  African  violets  and  other  Gesneriads. 
Her  willingness  to  share  her  knowledge, 
experience,  and  plants  is  known  everywhere,  and 
has  won  her  many  friendships  worldwide. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  thanks 
Dale  Martens  for  her  ongoing  contributions  and 
grants  her  the  Continuing  Service  Award. 

WILLIAM  H.  (BILL)  PAAUWE 
CONTINUING  SERVICE  AWARD 

Bill  Paauwee  has  grown  African  violets  over 
forty  years.  When  his  collection  became  very 
extensive,  he  and  his  wife  began  a  business 
called  Violets  by  Appointment.  Members  looked 
forward  to  seeing  his  sales  table  full  of  plants  and 
leaves  from  his  more  than  500  varieties.  They 
retired  as  Commercial  vendors  in  1999. 

Bill  endeared  himself  to  the  AVS  of  Canada 
when  he  brought  his  leaves  to  their  convention  in 
Halifax.  He  returned  to  many  Canadian  conven¬ 
tions,  and  often  served  as  banquet  master  of 
ceremonies.  Belonging  to  the  Sweetwater  AVS, 
West  Sayville,  New  York,  Bill  invited  the  Canadian 
“land  lubbers”  to  his  home,  where  members  saw 
the  meticulous  way  he  cared  for  his  violets. 

It  was  this  meticulous  manner  and  willing 
nature  which  caused  AVSA,  in  1993,  to  ask  Bill 
to  serve  as  Annual  Index  Committee  Chair.  The 
Cumulative  Index  of  Articles  and  photos  in  the 
African  Violet  Magazine  is  a  valuable  tool  for 
researching  articles  and  authors.  Bill  has  per¬ 
formed  this  time-consuming,  repetitive  task, 
flawlessly  for  18  years. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
expresses  gratitude  to  William  H.  (Bill)  Paauwe 
for  his  tireless  contribution  and  grants  him  the 
Continuing  Service  Award. 


ANNE  NICHOLAS 
CONTINUING  SERVICE  AWARD 

The  AVSA  library  is  probably  the  most  valuable 
resource  that  AVSA  contributes  to  the  educational 
purposes  of  the  organization.  Building  and 
maintaining  a  quality  library  requires  a  lot  of  time 
and  work.  Add  to  that  the  changing  technology 
both  available  and  requested  only  makes  the  job 
more  challenging. 

The  convention  slides  have  always  been  in 
demand  since  they  were  a  of  sharing  the  con¬ 
vention  with  the  membership  that  was  not  able  to 
attend.  We  saw  the  35  mm  slides  evolve  to  a 
power  point  format  and  now  to  a  DVD  format.  The 
cost  to  purchase  a  CD  or  DVD  has  been  kept  low 
enough  for  the  affiliates  to  build  their  own  library. 

The  outstanding  slide  programs  of  the  past  are 
being  converted  into  CD  format  in  an  effort  to  take 
advantage  of  our  current  technologies.  This 
monumental  task  has  been  under  the  direction  of 
the  Library  Committee  led  by  Anne  Nicholas. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  thanks 
and  cherishes  Anne  Nicholas  and  grants  her  the 
Continuing  Service  Award. 

DR.  WILLIAM  (BILL)  PRICE 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 

Bill  Price  has  shared  his  consistency  in  horti¬ 
cultural  excellence  by  transporting  Gesneriads, 
species  African  violets,  trailing  African  violets, 
and  now  “Plants  He  Has  Loved.” 

Bill  has  turned  this  art  into  well-attended 
Convention  presentations.  Each  event  culminates  in 
a  mostly  orderly,  most  generous,  mass  gift-giving  of 
“starts”  to  seldom-seen  varieties.  In  addition,  Bill  is 
the  popular  auctioneer  of  our  successful  convention 
luncheon  auction,  and  is  a  member  of  the  con¬ 
vention  photography  crew  for  the  AVM. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  applauds 
the  generosity  and  sharing  of  Dr.  William  (Bill) 
Price  and  awards  him  the  Honorary  One-Year 
Membership. 

BRENDA  PETRY 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 

Brenda  Petry  harnessed  the  energy  and  exper¬ 
tise  of  most  of  the  Atlantic  states  and  inland,  to 
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treat  us  with  the  “Once  and  Future  Violet”  show¬ 
room  in  Gold  and  Black.  She  answered  many 
times  the  question,  “Where  is  the  awards  table?” 
How  delighted  we  were  to  have  a  perfect  vantage 
point  to  enjoy,  inches  above  the  floor,  some  of  the 
finest  African  violet  specimens  I  have  seen. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
applauds  and  thanks  Brenda  Petry,  Show  Chair  of 
the  2010  Raleigh  Convention  and  awards  her  the 
Honorary  One-Year  Membership. 

DR.  JEFFREY  L.  SMITH 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 

I  quote:  “With  this  issue,  we  would  like  to 
introduce  a  new  column  and  welcome  a  new 
columnist. 

“The  column,  ‘In  Search  of  New  Violets,’  will 
answer  questions  on  hybridizing  and  will  begin  in 
the  May/June  1993  issue  of  African  Violet 
Magazine .  Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  who  will  be  writing  the 
column,  is  already  known  to  many  readers  of  this 
publication.” 

Jeff  is  celebrating  his  18th  year  writing  his 
column  6  times  a  year,  6  editorial  deadlines  a  year, 
answering  every  question  on  hybridizing.  From 
AVSA  he  has  received  the  Bronze  Medal  in  1992 
and  a  small  thank  you  in  2009  at  the  behest  of  his 
local  affiliate,  Indy  AVS  in  Muncie,  Indiana. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  gratefully 
thanks  Dr.  Jeffrey  L.  (Jeff)  Smith  for  all  those 
words  and  gifts  of  time  -  and  awards  him  the 
Honorary  One-Year  Membership. 


LYNNE  WILSON 

HONORARY  ONE- YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 

Lynne  Wilson,  a  smiling,  bubbly  bundle  of 
energy,  has  served  as  the  surrogate  mother  of  all 
our  clubs,  large  and  small,  who  are  the  backbone 
of  AVSA.  As  Chairman  of  the  Affiliate  Committee 
the  past  four  years,  she  has  submitted  a  regular 
column  to  the  African  Violet  Magazine.  Lynne 
has  helped  launch  newly  forming  clubs,  dashed 
off  numerous  newsy  emails,  and  informed  us  of 
deadlines.  During  Conventions  she  has  hosted 
Affiliate  Breakfasts  planned  to  inform  and  enliv¬ 
en  our  clubs. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  appre¬ 
ciates  and  thanks  Lynne  Wilson  and  awards  her 
the  Honorary  One-Year  Membership. 

TOM  GLEMBOCKI 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIP 

Tom  quickly  moved  from  sales  table  helper, 
into  the  showroom  as  a  Library  photographer 
and  CD  burner.  He  produced,  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  the  first  photo  CD  of  an  AVSA  Show. 

Currently  a  Director  of  AVSA,  Tom  organized 
and  produced  a  garden  party  for  the  Once  and 
Future  Violet  amongst  local  dogwoods  and 
azaleas,  all  at  peak  performance. 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  recog¬ 
nizes  and  thanks  Tom  Glembocki,  Chair  of  the 
2010  Raleigh  Convention  and  awards  him  the 
Honorary  One-Year  Membership. 
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In  Memory 


ames  Mixon 

Tampa  AVS  mourns  the  loss  of  James 
Mixon,  a  long-time  member  and  friend  of  the 
club.  Jim  passed  away  in  March,  2011.  Jim 
was  one  of  those  “behind  the  scenes” 
members  who  quietly  supported  our  club  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  For  many  years  he  printed 
our  show  and  events  fliers,  banners,  signage, 
and  yearbooks.  He  stored  our  club’s  properties, 


and  served  as  our  librarian.  Every  year,  he 
donated  an  award  for  our  show,  and  he  was 
always  glad  to  help  transport  supplies  and 
assist  with  show  set-up  and  clean-up. 

In  March  2010,  Tampa  AVS  made  a 
donation  to  AVSA’s  Boyce  Edens  Research 
Fund  in  Jim’s  honor  as  a  way  to  show  our  love 
and  appreciation  for  a  special  member.  He  was 
indeed  a  special  person  and  will  be  missed. 
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Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck  •  17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  February  1,  2011  -March  31,  2011  •  Total  =  $351.00 


Multicolor 

Bergen  County  African  Violet  Society, 
Bergen  County,  N] 

In  lieu  of  a  speaker’s fee for  Joe 
Patagonia 


Two-tone 

Mrs.  Grace  W.  Bailey,  Virginia 
Beach,  VA 

Northern  California  Council  of 
African  Societies 


Thumbprint 

Virginia  Barthelemy,  Tampa,  FL 
Dorothy  L.  Benge,  New  Orleans,  LA 
Arthur  F.  Boland,  Alexandria,  VA 
Evelyn  }.  Boyer,  Austin,  TX 
Florence  Collins,  Hermiston,  OR 
First  African  Violet  Society  of 
Denton,  Denton,  TX 
Mark  Grigalunas,  New  York,  NY 
Sue  Haffner,  Clovis,  CA 
Ovella  Ruth  Flail,  Hot  Springs 
National  Park,  AR 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Harmon,  New  York,  NY 
Kathleen  Hartley,  Sunriver,  OR 
Marilyn  H.  Heinrich,  East 
Northport,  NY 


Judith  Hess,  Greendale,  WI 
Joan  Hraban,  Briarcliff  Manor,  New 
York,  NY 

Stephanie  Jeffery,  Germantown,  MD 
Elena  Martinez,  Miami,  FL 
F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano,  Easley,  SC 
Rebecca  McMeel,  Houma,  LA 
Metropolitan  St.  Louis  African  Violet 
Council,  St  Louis,  MO 
Eva  Oates,  Parrish,  AL 
Virginia  Sharp,  Mansfield,  OH 
Sweet  Water  African  Violet  Society, 
Long  Island,  NY 
Ventura  County  African  Violet 
Society,  Ventura,  CA 
Lynn  Wallach,  Hollywood,  FL 
Judy  Walton,  Allen  Park,  MI 


AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 
35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 
1  December  2010  to  31  January  2011  •  Total  $616.00 


Geneva 

Carlsbad  AVS/CA 

In  memory  of  Patricia  Ragan 


Multicolor 

Humboldt  County  AVS/CA 
In  memory  of  our  devoted 
member  Marilyn  Ken 


Two-tone 

Shirley  A.  Davis 
Tidewater  AVS/VA 
In  memory  of 
Margie  Marie  Scott 


Judith  Hess 
Joan  K.  Wilson 


Thumbprint 

Sweetwater  AVS/NY 
Desert  Sun  AV  &  Gesneriad 
Society/Arizona 
Ventura  County  AVS/CA 
Tustana  AVS/CA 
Judy  Walton 
Eva  Oates 
Jill  G.  Fischer 
Ovella  Ruth  Hall 
F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano 
Virginia  Shaip 
Robert  Kurzynski 
Frances  Ratte 
Pamela  Woods 


Jan  Mittag 
Ralph  Mancusi 
Viola  Fuller 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Buschke 
Dorothy  L.  Benge 
Jo’s  Violets/TX 
Diana  Thompson 
Frankie  E.  Pletzer 
Debbie  Mclnnis 
Rebecca  McMeel 
Kathleen  Hartley 
Josane  Wagner 
Lynda  E.  Vaillancourt 
Frank  Barthel 
Evelyn  J.  Boyer 
Stephanie  Jeffery 
Virginia  Barthelemy 
First  AVS  of  Denton/TX 
Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV 
Council/MO 
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3015  Timmy  Ave.  •  Clovis,  CA  93612 
Email:  sueh@csufresno.edu 


Question  Box 


By  Sue  Hajfn  er 


Dear  Friends, 

I  hope  your  violet  year  is  going 
well,  that  your  plants  are  flourishing, 
that  you  are  trying  some  new  varieties 
and  bringing  new  growers  into  our 
hobby.  As  I  am  writing  this,  my  club 
has  just  held  our  spring  show  and 
sale,  as  well  as  holding  down  a  booth 
at  our  local  home  and  garden  show,  a 
very  popular  event.  It  is  always  so 
interesting  to  talk  to  visitors  in  these  venues. 
We  set  up  a  light  garden,  which  attracts  a  lot  of 
attention,  and  people  tell  us  their  violet  stories. 
Several  school  teachers  told  of  having  to  haul 
their  classroom  violets  home  during  school 
vacations.  One  said  that  her  cat  immediately 
started  chewing  on  the  violets.  She  countered 
that  by  putting  the  plants  into  protective  cus¬ 
tody  in  the  dog  kennel!  Another  had  to  put  a 
gate  on  her  greenhouse  window  to  keep  out  the 
cats.  Another  teacher  had  to  work  in  a  tempo¬ 
rary  building  which  only  had  a  couple  of  win¬ 
dows,  and  they  couldn’t  be  used  for  the  plants, 
so  she  had  violets  up  on  top  of  a  filing  cabinet 
right  under  the  room  lights.  The  plants  bloomed 
a  bit,  and  the  kids  liked  seeing  them,  so  she 
dutifully  took  them  home  for  every  school  break 
and  hoped  that  they  would  survive  until  classes 
started  up  again.  That’s  dedication. 

Okay,  nobody  asked  me  this,  but  I  thought  I 
would  pass  on  some  information,  anyway.  Did 
you  know  that  Bounce™  fabric  softener  dryer 
sheets  repel  fungus  gnats?  Research  conducted 
at  Kansas  State  University  showed  that  the 
volatile  constituents  contained  in  the  sheets 
(linalool,  benzyl  acetate,  beta-citronellol,  and 
hedione)  were  gnat  repellents.  The  gnats, 
themselves,  aren’t  a  threat  to  plants,  but  their 
larvae,  which  live  in  the  soil,  can  damage 
seedlings,  plant  roots,  etc.  So,  you  can  just  place 
a  sheet,  or  a  piece  of  it,  on  the  soil  surface  if 
you  have  a  problem  with  these  pests.  This  was 
reported  in  Hortscience  45:  1830-1833  (2010). 


Q.  Could  you  advise  me  about 
the  size  limitations  for  minis , 
micro-minis  and  semi-minis  in 
shows ,  the  size  of  the  plants? 
This  is  my  first  show  and  I  don 't 
want  my  entries  to  be 
disqualified, .  And  what  about  the 
sizes  of  the  pots  ? 

A.  In  AVSA  show  rules,  mini  violets 
can  be  no  more  than  6  inches  in 
diameter  (leaf  span).  The  same  rules  apply  to 
micro-minis.  Semi-minis  can  be  no  more  than  8 
inches  in  diameter.  Judges  of  my  acquaintance 
usually  arm  themselves  with  6  inch  and  8  inch 
embroidery  hoops,  just  in  case  there  is  any 
question  about  an  entry.  Unlike  standard  vio¬ 
lets,  for  which  the  pot  should  be  no  more  than 
1  /3rd  the  diameter  of  the  plant,  the  rules  for 
minis  and  semi-minis  are  a  bit  looser.  A  mini 
can  be  shown  in  a  2  1/2  inch  pot,  for  instance. 
The  exhibitor  just  needs  to  be  sure  that  the  plant 
would  not  appear  over-potted  to  the  average 
observer.  Good  luck  with  your  plants! 

Q.  I  have  a  white  violet  -  I  don  *t  know 
if  it  has  a  name  -  but  the  blossoms 
frequently  turn  pinkish.  Why  does  it  do 
this ,  and  what  can  /  do  to  prevent  that 
from  happening ? 

A.  Several  different  issues  may  be  at  work 
here.  One  possibility  is  that  the  plant  is  in  a 
place  where  it’s  too  warm.  Increased  warmth 
can  cause  white  colored  blossoms  to  express  a 
pinkish  or  reddish  hue.  This  goes  for  plants 
other  than  African  violets.  1  recall  that  when  a 
white-blooming  Christmas  cactus  came  onto  the 
market  years  ago,  a  lot  of  growers  in  my  area 
complained  that  their  plants  had  light  pink 
flowers  instead.  We  learned  that  it  was  a 
consequence  of  temperature.  If  your  violet  is  in 
the  warmest  part  of  your  light  garden,  move  it 
out  to  the  end  of  the  shelf  and  see  if  it  makes  a 
difference.  Another  possible  cause  of  the  color 
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reversion  is  that  the  cultivar,  itself,  is  a  bit 
unstable.  Perhaps  this  is  just  a  temporary 
anomaly.  The  questioner  did  not  state  whether 
the  plant  showed  this  pink  color  in  the  past,  or 
whether  this  was  something  new.  I  would 
recommend  trying  the  first  strategy  and  see 
how  it  works. 

Q.  Sometimes  when  I  transplant  a 
violet  with  a  lot  of  variegated  leaves ,  the 
whitest  of  the  leaves  develop  brown  spots 
after  a  day  or  so.  They  look  really  bad 
until  they  grow  out  of  it.  What  causes 
this? 

A.  Re-potting  can  be  traumatic  for  your 
violets,  and  variegated  plants  may  be  more 
affected  by  it  than  are  other  plants.  Be  sure  that 
you  don’t  subject  your  variegates  to  overly  cold 
conditions  -  air  temperature,  potting  mix,  or 
water.  It  might  also  be  a  good  idea  to  let  the 
plant  rest  for  a  while  away  from  its  usual  spot 
on  the  shelf.  Maybe  cover  it  with  a  plastic  bag 
(but  make  sure  it  is  ventilated).  If  the  roots 
were  pruned,  make  sure  to  water  sparingly  right 
at  first.  Don’t  handle  the  variegated  leaves  more 
than  necessary.  There  is  some  evidence  that 
they  can  be  more  prone  to  injury  than  non- 
variegated  leaves. 

Q.  Can  I  grow  an  African  violet  in  a 
hanging  basket  with  other  plants ?  /  think 
it  would  look  cool  f  I  could  incorporate  a 
couple  of  plants  with  others  to  hang  on 
my  veranda. 

A.  This  would  be  a  real  challenge  in  an  area 
with  hot,  dry  summers  (such  as  mine) .  But  in  a 
more  temperate  climate,  it  might  be  doable. 
Some  aspects  to  keep  in  mind:  using 
appropriate  companion  plants;  consistent  mois¬ 
ture;  adequate  feeding;  and  such  conditions  as 
light,  temperature,  and  wind  (as  wind  can  dry 
out  plants  in  a  very  short  time).  If  you  are 
using  a  wire  basket,  line  it  with  coir  or  moss 
sheets,  soaking  the  material  before  using  it. 
Then  line  with  plastic,  such  as  from  a  cut  up 
garbage  bag.  Use  a  soil  mix  with  a  slow-release 
fertilizer  in  it,  as  you  will  have  to  water  fre¬ 


quently.  The  advantage  of  wire-frame  baskets  is 
that  you  can  insert  plants  between  the  rings  to 
cascade  down  the  sides  of  the  container.  I 
would  experiment  with  violets  that  are 
expendable,  as  I  believe  most  of  the  usual 
hanging  baskets  consist  of  annuals  and  other 
plants  that  provide  temporary  color.  Still,  per¬ 
haps  you  are  thinking  of  something  different, 
such  as  using  ferns  or  other  foliage  plants  that 
don’t  require  full  sun;  rhizomatous  begonias 
might  also  be  included.  Go  ahead,  and  let  us 
know  how  it  works  out. 

Q.  Can  I  place  wicked  violets  directly 
on  capillary  mats?  Will  this  overwater 
them?  Tve  just  never  had  much  good  luck 
with  regular  wicking  into  containers.  I 
fnd  the  wicks  quit  drawing  after  a  while 
and  I  have  totally  dry  plants  sitting  on 
top  of  the  reservoirs. 

A.  Yes,  wicks  stop  drawing  water  eventually, 
and  I  can  sympathize,  as  I  have  experienced  the 
same  watering  problem  you  relate.  When  I  first 
started  using  capillary  mats,  I  was  aware  of  the 
requirement  that  the  bottom  of  the  pot  needs  to 
be  in  direct  contact  with  the  mat  for  this  system 
to  be  effective.  Then  I  read  of  someone  wicking 
these  pots,  just  to  make  double-sure.  I’ve  been 
using  this  system  ever  since,  and  it  more-or-less 
works  for  me.  I  am  not  aware  of  having 
overwatered  any  plants  by  this  method.  In  our 
hot,  dry  climate  my  mats  dry  out  in  very  short 
order,  and  I  always  leave  them  dry  for  at  least  a 
day  before  irrigating  them  again.  Remember 
that  wicks  don’t  last  forever.  When  you  repot, 
use  a  fresh  wick  and  discard  the  old.  I  suspect 
that  wicks  may  accumulate  mineral  salts 
residue  from  the  water,  though  I  have  never 
really  studied  this.  Anyway,  try  any  new  (to 
you)  technique  on  a  few  plants  and  see  how  it 
goes  before  overhauling  your  entire  collection. 

Q.  Our  violets  are  on  a  light  stand 
against  an  inside  wall  of  our  apartment. 
When  we  go  to  work  we  turn  the  heat 
down  to  60  F.  The  violets  have  stopped 
blooming  and  do  not  seem  to  have  made 


1 8  African  Violet  Magazine 


July  •  August  2011 


any  new  leaves  this  winter  Would  tem¬ 
perature  affect  our  plants? 

A.  African  violets  do  best  in  a  daytime 
temperature  of  70  to  75  F  for  daytime  and  night 
time  of  no  less  than  65  F.  They  like  a  tempera¬ 
ture  in  which  you  are  comfortable.  In  low 
temperatures  the  plants  will  probably  just  sit 
there,  neither  growing  nor  blooming.  You  might 
try  covering  your  light  stand  with  a  plastic  sheet 
for  daytime,  as  it  can  capture  some  of  the  heat 
from  the  plant  lights.  Any  chance  you  could 
move  the  light  stand  to  an  interior  wall? 

Q.  I  haven  ft  usually  entered  the  Design 
Division  off  our  club  shows,  but  I  thought  I 
might  try  a  planting  in  a  natural  con¬ 
tainer  What  sort  off  items  might  consti¬ 
tute  a  Unaturalff  container ?  Also,  I  gather 
that  such  a  garden  needs  to  give  the 
impression  of  having  been  established  for 
some  time.  How  can  I  manage  that? 

A.  A  natural  container  is  just  what  the 
schedule  implies  -  some  item  from  nature  that 
can  be  used  as  the  basis  for  a  container  garden. 
A  piece  of  driftwood  is  one  such,  or  a  rock  with 


either  a  natural  or  man-made  depression  in  it, 
or  a  seashell  (not  a  fake  one,  a  real  one).  For 
years  I  used  an  interesting  piece  of  driftwood 
that  I  found  at  a  yard  sale.  It  was  shaped 
somewhat  like  a  pelvic  bone  and  had  an  area  at 
the  base  where  an  arrangement  of  plants  just 
Fit.  Later,  I  found  a  fellow  selling  feather  rocks 
into  which  he  had  drilled  holes.  The  one  I 
bought  had  two  small  holes.  I  took  a  hammer 
and  pounded  out  the  bridge  between  them  to 
make  a  larger  planting  area.  Yes,  these  con¬ 
tainer  gardens  are  supposed  to  appear  as 
though  long  established,  even  though  we  all 
know  that  the  violet  was  added  at  the  last 
minute.  One  way  to  achieve  this  is  to  get  your 
tall  plant  established  in  the  planter.  A  member 
of  my  club  has  a  feather  rock  with  a  Ming 
Aralia  (. Polyscias )  in  it.  The  plant  has  been 
established  for  some  years  and  has  developed 
quite  a  trunk.  By  judicious  watering,  you  can 
keep  such  a  plant  going  from  year  to  year.  You 
might  even  get  moss  to  grow  on  the  rock, 
making  it  even  more  natural!  Use  your  imagina¬ 
tion,  but  be  sure  to  read  and  understand  your 
show  schedule,  as  well. 
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Exhibited  by:  Marge  Farrand 
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The  Story  of  the 
Western  Flower  Thrips 

By  Helen  Williams 


Thrips  Life  Cycle 

There  are  five  stages  to  the  life  cycle  of  thrips. 
This  is  what  makes  it  so  difficult  to  eradicate 
them.  The  five  stages  are  egg,  nymph,  pre-pupa, 
pupa,  and  adult.  The  most  damaging  species  of 
thrips  is  the  Western  Flower  Thrips  (WFT)  as  it 
carries  the  INSV  virus.  It  is  also  extremely 
common  in  greenhouses  and  gardens,  and  has 
developed  a  certain  amount  of  immunity  to  some 
chemical  remedies.  Western  flower  thrips 
complete  their  life  cycle  in  about  ten  days  when 
temperatures  are  warm.  The  adult  inserts  the 
eggs  into  the  leaf  tissue,  in  other  words,  under 
the  skin,  where  they  are  protected.  These  hatch 
in  about  three  days.  The  nymphs  (hatchlings) 
feed  on  the  foliage  of  the  plant  for  about  4-5 
days,  and  after  that,  they  crawl  or  drop  off  the 
leaves  to  pupate  in  the  soil.  After  a  short  rest  of  a 
couple  of  days,  pupating,  adults  emerge  and  once 
again  start  feeding. 

Damage  to  Your  Plants 

While  thrips  are  attracted  to  pollen,  most  of 
the  feeding  by  both  adults  and  young  is  on  plant 
tissue.  Thrips  have  rasping  mouths  which  scrape 
the  tissue  so  the  plant  fluids  can  be  sucked  up. 
Often,  you  can  see  the  results  of  the  feeding  on 
the  leaves  of  the  plant  which  can  look  like 
stippling  or  sometimes  grey,  silvery  scratch 
marks.  Large  populations  of  thrips  cause  serious 
plant  injury,  which  results  in  a  silvery  or  scratchy 
appearance  on  leaf  surfaces.  Thrips  will  also  feed 
on  flowers,  causing  browning. 

Remedies 

Blooms,  buds,  and  pollen  sacs  are  only  one 
small  part  of  a  thrips  diet,  so  disbudding  will  not 


cure  your  problem.  The  miticide  AVID  is  good 
against  many  thrips  -  but  it  is  not  effective 
against  the  Western  Flower  Thrips  which  is  the 
carrier  of  the  virus  INSV.  Conserve  SC  is  effective 
against  WFT,  and  it  is  a  systemic,  meaning  the 
plant  becomes  toxic  for  some  time  to  any  insect 
that  tries  to  feed  on  it.  This  includes  thrips,  as 
well  as  certain  other  pests,  aphids  for  example.  It 
is  still  important  to  disbud  because  pesticides  do 
not  translocate  into  blooms/buds,  so  if  you  leave 
the  blooms  and  buds,  you  are  leaving  a  food 
source  available  that  can  sustain  the  population 
until  new  foliage  appears. 

Checking  for  Thrips 

If  you  suspect  thrips,  here  is  an  interesting 
way  of  checki  ng. 

Place  your  plant  into  a  closed  plastic  bag. 
Blow  into  it  for  extra  humidity,  and  leave  it  for 
several  days.  You  want  the  leaves  to  become 
quite  damp,  even  wet.  When  you  remove  the 
plant  from  the  bag,  immediately  take  it  to  a 
strong  light  and  check  it  using  your  magnifying 
loupe.  If  you  find  tiny  squirming  things  crawling 
on  the  leaves  -  these  are  the  thrips  that  hatched 
while  in  the  bag.  They  will  be  out  in  the  open 
because  of  the  lovely  moist  conditions  you  have 
given  them.  I  suggest  you  take  your  plant  to  the 
kitchen  sink  and  give  it  a  good  spray  with  fairly 
hot  water  to  wash  them  away.  It  won’t  cure  the 
problem,  but  at  least  you  will  rid  yourself  of  that 
group.  This  is  a  good  way  to  check  for  mites  too, 
I  might  add.  All  these  creatures  love  damp 
conditions  and  will  come  out  into  the  open  to 
enjoy  them. 

From  Chatter,  publication  of  the  AVS  of  Canada 
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Thrips 

Life 

Cycle 


1  EGG  PLACED  IN 
PLANT  TISSUE 
2.5  -  4  DAYS 


6  ADULT 
ON  PLANT 
30  -  DAYS 


5  PUPA 
1  -  3  DAYS 
IN  OR  NEAR 
SOIL 


2  FIRST  INSTAR 
LARVA 
1  -  2  DAYS 


3  SECOND 
INSTAR 
LARVA 
2  -  4  DAYS 


4  PREPUPA 
1  -  2  DAYS 
IN  OR 
NEAR  SOIL 


Temperatures  around  68  degrees  Fahrenheit  will  hasten  development  and  86  degrees  development 
will  fast-forward  at  double  speed. 

Please  see  fact  sheets  for  good  control  at 

http :  www.  umass .  edu/umext/floriculture/fact_sheets/pst_management/wft_o3 .  html . 

When  the  food  supply  (pollen)  is  plentiful,  females  can  produce  anywhere  from  four  to  15  eggs. 
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A  Trip  to  Remember... with 
Granny  and  her  African  Violets 


In  1963  I  was  a  fourteen-year-old  girl,  much 
more  interested  in  the  Beatles  than  transporting 
300  African  violets  from  California  to  Louisiana. 
My  father  and  I  had  flown  out  to  help  Granny 
pack  up  and  move  back  home.  She’d  spent 
about  three  years  out  there  helping  take  care  of 
our  little  cousins  while  their  father  was  in  the 
Navy,  somewhere  near  Viet  Nam. 

Although  my  father  pleaded  with  Granny  to 
sell  her  car  and  ship  her  violets  with  the  rest  of 
the  things  we  helped  her  box  up,  she  insisted  on 
driving  them  home.  Dad  only  had  a  few  days 
off  from  work,  not  long  enough  to  make  the 
drive,  so  I  was  appointed  as  Granny’s  traveling 
companion. 

Secretly,  I  didn’t  mind.  My  two  best  friends 
had  plans  for  summer  camp,  and  I  decided  I 
would  rather  ride  across  the  country  with 
Granny  then  spend  the  next  couple  of  weeks 
playing  with  my  annoying  little  sisters.  After  all, 
Granny  was  pretty  cool  for  an  old  lady.  She 
loved  Dr.  Pepper,  and  I  did,  too.  She  also 
actually  liked  some  of  the  modern  music,  and 
thought  the  Beatles  “weren’t  half  bad.” 

In  the  back  seat  of  the  light  green  station 
wagon,  and  the  cargo  area  in  back,  were  boxes 
and  boxes  of  African  violets.  The  plants  were  in 
an  assortment  of  pots,  mostly  terra  cotta,  but 
there  were  some  in  what  I  remember  as 
cardboard  ice  cream  cartons  with  holes  poked  in 
the  bottom.  There  were  boxes  of  plants  that 
Granny  had  growing  in  teacups  and  sugar 
bowls.  She  showed  me  the  gravel  in  the  bottom 
of  each  that  she  had  added  to  keep  the  roots 
from  being  too  wet.  Many  of  these  “pots”  were 
actual  pieces  of  her  china,  which  she  explained 
were  gathering  dust  and  might  as  well  be  used 
for  something  worthwhile.  Plus,  they  looked 
pretty,  some  of  the  flowers  matching  those  in 
Granny’s  china  pattern.  (I  never  understood 
why  she  took  the  china  to  CA  in  the  first  place!) 
Every  box  was  surrounded  by  crushed  up 
newspaper  to  keep  them  safe. 


Each  night  we  stayed  in  a  motel  and  hauled 
the  boxes  into  the  room  and  back  out  to  the  car 
in  the  morning.  Granny  knew  the  heat  could  be 
fatal  for  the  plants.  We  usually  bought  a  few 
groceries  and  made  sandwiches,  and  more  than 
once  had  a  hamburger  in  our  motel  room  for 
supper,  watching  Bonanza,  Candid  Camera,  and 
one  episode  of  My  Favorite  Martian,  which 
Granny  thought  was  a  “waste  of  a  good  half- 
hour.” 

Over  the  days  we  traveled  together,  I  got  to 
know  a  lot  more  about  my  Granny,  and  African 
violets.  She  had  grown  them  for  years,  and  had 
experienced  two  occasions  when  something  had 
“wiped  them  all  out.”  She  had  grown  them  as  a 
young  mother  and  later,  when  my  father  and 
uncle  were  overseas  during  World  War  II,  she 
had  shared  them  with  many  of  the  other  war 
mothers  in  our  town.  She  also  sold  many  each 
year  when  our  church  had  the  annual  bazaar. 
She  had  also  shared  her  expertise,  giving 
demonstrations  on  growing  from  a  leaf,  and 
how  to  “cook”  compost  to  keep  bugs  out. 

I  learned  to  drive  on  that  trip,  along  the 
empty  stretches  of  highway.  It  had  been  my 
idea,  and  Granny  took  to  it  right  away.  There 
were  a  few  times  when  1  saw  her  grab  the 
dashboard,  hiss  through  her  teeth,  and  whip  her 
head  around  to  make  sure  the  violet  boxes  were 
all  right. 

We  arrived  home  in  our  little  Louisiana  town, 
all  violets  intact,  and  a  closer  relationship  than 
either  of  us  expected.  And,  my  relationship  with 
African  violets  began  on  that  long,  fun,  dusty 
trip.  Granny  said  we  got  the  plants  home  just  in 
time.  We  were  also  just  in  time  for  the  family  to 
walk  down  to  the  elementary  school  together 
and  take  the  oral  Polio  Vaccine  in  a  sugar  cube. 

I  have  grown  African  violets  in  various 
amounts  since  that  time,  less  when  in  college 
and  when  my  children  were  young.  I  even  have 
a  few  in  pieces  of  Granny’s  china.  After  all,  they 
were  just  gathering  dust. 
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GROOMING  TOOLS 

By  Annette  Kennedy 


Plants  grown  for  show  need  to  be  groomed  to 
help  them  look  their  best.  First  it  is  necessary  to 
remove  side  shoots  and  this  can  be  done  using  long 
pointy  tweezers,  a  sucker  plucker,  or  a  bamboo 
skewer.  It  is  a  delicate  move  removing  side  shoots, 
as  it  is  easy  to  accidentally  break  or  damage  a  leaf. 
Using  these  tools  makes  it  much  easier  than  using 
our  fingers. 

Your  plant  needs  to  look  clean,  so  by  using  a  soft 
brush,  the  leaves  can  be  gently  cleaned  by  sup¬ 
porting  a  leaf  with  your  hand  and  gently  brushing 
from  the  center  out  towards  the  edge  to  remove 
dust  and  dirt. 

Having  selected  a  plant  for  show,  you  would 
remove  any  flower  buds  as  they  appear, 
encouraging  the  plant  to  put  its  energy  into  the 
foliage  which  will  slowly  grows  larger.  As  the  leaves 
grow  out  from  the  pot,  they  tend  to  droop  down.  A 
collar  works  well  to  keep  the  leaves  nice  and  flat. 
The  ones  I  use  are  made  from  polystyrene  sheets 
about  1/2  inch  (10mm)  thick.  These  are  available 
from  stores  which  may  use  them  as  packaging,  or 
from  hardware/timber  stores  and  are  usually  free  for 
the  asking. 

Cut  a  square  about  twelve  inches  square  (30cm) , 
then  make  a  dot  to  mark  the  center.  The  center  hole 


needs  to  be  cut  to  fit  under  the  rim  of  a  4”  (10cm) 
pot.  Make  a  circle  around  the  dot  about  3  %” 
(95mm)  diameter  and  cut  it  out  using  a  Stanley  or 
craft  knife.  Fit  the  pot  in  for  size,  then  gradually  cut 
the  hole  slightly  larger  while  frequently  fitting  the 
pot  to  check  for  a  good  fit.  It  is  better  to  enlarge  the 
hole  slowly  rather  than  cutting  it  too  big  in  the  first 
place.  Once  the  center  hole  is  done,  round  off  the 
outside  comers  Now  the  collar  can  be  fitted  and  will 
usually  stay  in  place.  If  it  does  slip  down  get 
another  4"  pot  and  cut  out  the  base  of  it  and  slip  it 
over  the  pot  your  violet  is  in.  It  will  hold  the  collar 
up  and  allow  the  wick  to  hang  down. 

A  polystyrene  collar  is  usually  strong  enough  so 
that  you  can  pick  up  the  collar  without  touching  the 
plant  or  pot.  I  like  to  leave  the  collars  on  while 
transporting  violets  to  the  show  as  this  supports 
and  protects  the  leaves  in  transit. 

Using  a  collar  helps  you  to  better  see  your 
violets’  symmetry  and  leaves  can  be  slightly  moved 
if  need  be  to  improve  symmetry. 

You  always  judge  your  own  plants  the  hardest 
but  once  you  bring  them  along  to  the  show  they 
look  so  much,  better,  and  entering  them  in  the 
show  is  a  great  way  to  learn  the  finer  points  of 
growing  African  violets. 


When  Did  the  Mites  Arrive? 

By  Joyce  Stork 


It  is  very  hard  to  pinpoint  a  date  when  cyclamen 
mites  first  enter  a  collection  based  upon  when  the 
damage  is  first  noticed.  Damage  will  continue  to 
show  up  for  four  to  six  weeks  after  mites  have  been 
completely  exterminated. 

But  the  damage  from  one  mite  won’t  be  nearly 
as  visible  as  the  damage  from  hundreds  of  mites. 
Even  hundreds  of  mites  can  be  controlled  by 
keeping  the  plant  turgid  (constantly  moist),  so  the 
mites  do  not  have  an  easy  time  feeding.  Mites  can 
only  insert  their  feeding  tube  into  cells  of  very 
tender  tissue,  which  includes  wilted  leaves. 

I  once  heard  that  cyclamen  mites  are  easy  to 
find  in  many  top  collections,  but  that  good  growing 


prevents  them  from  thriving.  Once  a  plant  is 
stressed  (by  going  to  a  show,  or  being  mail-ordered 
and  getting  a  little  too  dry)  the  cyclamen  mite 
population  will  increase  rapidly  and  damage  will 
soon  become  evident.  Thus,  pinpointing  the  time 
period  when  the  cyclamen  mites  entered  is  pretty 
much  impossible. 

Cyclamen  mites  have  a  wide  range  of  host 
plants,  even  common  houseplants  with  tender 
foliage  like  ivy,  begonias,  and  chrysanthemums, 
and  garden  plants  including  snapdragons,  larkspur, 
geranium,  fuchsia,  and  petunias. 

From  A  VS  A ’s  FAQ  Section 
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Searching  for  African  Violets  Like 

Granny  Grew 

By  Betty  Ferguson 


We’ve  all  seen  photographs  from  the  1950s 
and  ‘60s  of  nicely-suited  ladies  and  gentlemen 
proudly  displaying  prize-winning  African  violets 
with  diameters  of  bushel  baskets.  What  has 
happened  that  in  our  modern  shows  we  seldom 
see  huge,  healthy  plants  like  Grandma  grew? 

Deciding  the  potting  mix  might  hold  the  key,  I 
began  to  suspect  our  recommended  1:1:1  potting 
mixes  (one  part  each  of  peat  moss,  perlite,  and 
vermiculite)  might  be  robbing  our  plants  of  some 
of  the  beneficial  elements  of  Grandma’s  mix  - 
even  when  we  add  the  benefits  of  a  good  fertil¬ 
izer  with  micronutrients.  As  you  probably  recall, 
those  old-fashioned  soil  recipes  usually  called  for 
barnyard  manure  and  often  contained  garden 
dirt! 

Off  I  went  in  search  of  a  better  mix  than  my 
basic  1:1:1  concoction.  I  found  that  since 
Granny’s  day  at  the  show,  soil  experts  have  been 
busy  researching  to  find  the  perfect  container 
media.  I’m  not  going  to  send  you  out  to  the  barn¬ 
yard  or  even  to  your  garden,  but  I  will  make  sug¬ 
gestions  for  improvements  over  your  peat-based 
mix. 

Basic  Requirements  of  African  Violet  Soils 

Soil  fills  only  a  few  needs  for  our  plants,  and 
actual  soil  (dirt)  is  not  even  a  requirement.  But  a 
good  soil  mix  must  have  the  following  four 
qualities: 

1.  Good  water -retention.  The  soil  needs  to  be 
able  to  retain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  to 
supply  moisture  to  the  African  violet  between 
each  watering.  Although  it  is  not  necessary  for 
the  soil  mix  itself  to  provide  the  nutrients 
necessary  for  growth  and  the  health  of  plants, 
it  must  provide  a  holding  place  for  nutrients 
from  supplied  fertilizers. 

2.  Good  drainage.  Excess  water  must  be  able 


to  drain  immediately  from  the  pot.  The  small 
particles  of  peat  moss  and  backyard-style 
compost  tend  to  compact  over  time.  The 
compacted  media  then  retains  water,  eliminat¬ 
ing  oxygen  from  the  soil  and  smothering  the 
roots  of  the  African  violet.  The  plant  fails  to 
thrive  and  may  die  as  the  roots  rot  because  of 
insufficient  air  at  the  root  zone.  Because  of 
this  trait  and  increasing  acidity,  African  violet 
growers  are  encouraged  to  repot  our  plants  at 
very  frequent  intervals  -  another  reason  I 
went  in  search  for  a  new  mix.  I  was  tired  of 
repotting  and  washing  dirty  pots,  which  clut¬ 
ter  my  garage  or  back  porch  until  a  nice  day 
and  the  right  mood  convene.  Another  problem 
with  peat  is  its  inclination  toward  hydropho¬ 
bia,  the  tendency  for  a  mateiial  to  repel  water 
when  it  dries  down  to  under  about  30%  water 
content.  Dry  spots  form  within  the  violet’s  root 
ball  making  it  very  difficult  to  re-wet.  Soils 
lacking  good  drainage  are  also  susceptible  to  a 
build  up  of  salts. 

3.  Good  aeration.  A  good  mix  must  maintain 
enough  porosity  for  air  to  move  through  the 
root  systems  and  for  by-product  gases  to 
escape.  Access  to  oxygen  in  the  root  system  is 
necessary  for  the  health  of  our  plants.  The 
particles  used  in  an  African  violet  mix  should 
be  of  sufficient  size  to  allow  tiny  air  pockets 
between  each  particle.  Although  water  con¬ 
tains  oxygen  molecules,  this  oxygen  does  not 
satisfy  the  need  of  air  for  the  plant.  When  too 
much  water  is  in  the  mix,  oxygen  is  driven 
away  causing  smothering.  At  your  next 
repotting  session,  notice  if  the  roots  dominate 
the  area  near  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  pot 
leaving  interior  areas  essentially  rootless.  This 
symptom  indicates  that  the  plant  was  not  able 
to  get  the  oxygen  it  needed  throughout  the 
mix. 
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4.  Anchorage.  Soil  provides  a  place  for  roots  to 
anchor  the  plant,  securing  it  and  preventing  it 
from  toppling  over. 

A  good  potting  soil  will  have  about  equal  parts 
of  solid  particles,  water,  and  air  when  the  soil 
is  saturated.  When  the  mix  is  dry,  nearly  70% 
of  the  volume  should  be  air. 

Organic  and  Inorganic  Media 

Soil  mix  ingredients  are  described  as  either 
organic  or  inorganic.  Organic  components  are 
dead  plant  materials,  such  as  peat  moss,  com¬ 
post,  and  bark.  Inorganic  materials  include  vol¬ 
canic  lava,  pumice,  perlite,  calcined  (baked) 
clays,  and  diatomaceous  earth  particles  (not  the 
powdered  form) . 

Recommended  Ingredients 

Since  aeration  and  drainage  are  linked  to  soil 
particle  size,  it  is  reasonable  to  find  and  use 
components  with  particles  larger  than  peat  in 
addition  to,  or  to  replace,  peat.  Within  a  short 
time,  the  small  particles  of  peat  pack  and  clog 
macro-pores  of  air-holding  components,  such  as 
perlite,  creating  a  detrimental  water- retentive  soil. 
Many  experts  are  completely  eliminating  peat 
from  their  mixes.  Others  are  decreasing  peat  to 
one  part  (or  even  less)  to  five  parts  of  larger- 
sized  particles.  Some  recommendations  for  sub¬ 
stitutions  and  improvements  are  discussed  below. 

Partially  composted  conifer  hark.  More 
and  more  container  gardeners  are  exchanging 
sphagnum  peat  for  partially  composted  pine  or 
other  conifer  bark  fines  (particles  up  to  3/8")  in 
their  mixes.  Not  only  is  bark  an  inexpensive, 
locally  available,  and  readily  renewable  resource, 
its  use  helps  prevent  the  over-harvesting  of  peat 
bogs.  Bark  fines  provide  just  the  right  size 
particle  for  drainage  and  proper  water  retention, 
and  the  particles  remain  rigid  providing  air¬ 
holding  pockets  in  the  root  zone  much  longer 
than  peat  or  compost  mixes. 

Conifer  bark  contains  a  preservative  called 
suberin,  which  slows  the  decomposition  of 
conifer  bark-based  soils.  While  bark  will  break 
down  eventually,  it  still  holds  its  structure  for  a 
long  time  and  will  not  impede  air  circulation  or 


drainage.  Instead  of  repotting  every  three  to  six 
months,  a  plant  should  be  able  to  go  for  at  least 
two  years  in  the  same  mix.  In  the  interim, 
repotting  becomes  necessary  only  as  the  plant 
grows  to  a  new  pot  size.  Pine  bark  locks  moisture 
into  the  soil  and  is  a  source  of  the  trachidermia 
fungus,  a  natural  fungicide  that  prevents  harmful 
fungal  growth  from  occurring.  In  other  words, 
bark  kills  bad  fungus  and  increases  good  fungus. 

Partially  composted  pine  and  cypress  barks 
are  easily  obtainable  in  the  South,  and  large  bags 
can  be  purchased  at  nurseries  and  garden  centers 
for  only  a  few  dollars.  It  may  be  packaged  as 
pine,  cypress  or  fir  bark  or  mulch,  or  as  organic 
compost,  landscape  mix,  or  soil  conditioner.  Look 
for  products  with  small  particles  no  larger  than 
1/2".  The  bark  can  be  sifted  through  1/8"  to  1/4" 
screens.  (Hint:  I  plant  my  tomato  plants  in  a  mix 
of  the  larger,  leftover  particles,  old  potting  soil, 
and  manure.  The  bark  retains  moisture  for  the 
roots  when  the  garden  soil  begins  to  dry  out.) 

Container  soil  experts  recommend  that 
approximately  80%  of  the  bark  particles  be  larger 
than  1/8"  (up  to  3/8”)  and  the  rest  be  1/8"  or 
finer.  The  larger  bark  particles  (over  1/8”)  ensure 
good  aeration.  The  smaller  particles  ensure  we 
get  enough  water  retention  without  destroying 
aeration.  Some  growers  choose  to  use  peat  moss 
for  the  small  particle  percentage. 

The  pH  of  peat  moss  usually  runs  between 
3. 5-4. 5;  the  pH  of  pine  bark  is  3. 5-5.0  and 
sometimes  up  to  6.0.  Since  the  optimum  soil  pH 
requirement  for  African  violets  ranges  from  5.8  to 
6.2,  both  peat  and  bark  should  have  dolomite 
lime  added  to  raise  the  pH. 

Rice  hulls.  Like  bark,  rice  hulls  are  an 
organic  component  and  are  slow  to  break  down. 
They  act  like  tiny  water  pipes  to  channel  and 
retain  water,  and  they  provide  little  niches  for 
oxygen.  Long  used  in  container  soil  mixes  in 
Asia,  rice  hulls  are  now  being  used  by  Western 
nurserymen  as  an  inexpensive  perlite  substitute. 
A  couple  of  weeks  after  I  initially  added  rice  hulls 
to  my  potting  mix,  I  found  hundreds  of  little  rice 
plant  blades  keeping  company  with  my  violets. 
Now,  I  heat  the  hulls  to  sterilize  the  rice  kernels, 
which  are  apparently  left  intact  in  the  hulls. 
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Unlike  bark  and  some  of  the  inorganic  products, 
rice  hulls  are  typically  used  as  an  additive  (20- 
30%),  not  the  primary  ingredient.  Their  pH  is 
near  neutral  to  slightly  alkaline. 

Vermicompost:  Unpasteurized  worm  com¬ 
post  provides  soil  microbes  which  assist  the  plant 
roots  in  the  uptake  of  the  nutrients  we  provide 
and  helps  protect? against  disease.  Ten  to  20%  of 
your  mix  can  be  vermicompost. 

Other  organic  media:  Researchers  are  look¬ 
ing  into  other  locally  available  organic  by-pro¬ 
ducts  for  potting  mixes  including  peanut  and 
pecan  hulls. 

Akadama.  This  granular,  clay-like  mineral  is 
inorganic  and  looks  roughly  like  red  balls  or 
ground  brick.  Many  growers  prize  Akadama  for 
its  porosity,  stability,  and  its  ability  to  store  water 
and  mineral  nutrients  and  gradually  release  these 
to  plant  roots.  Coming  from  Japan,  it  is  expensive 
in  the  U.S.,  and  other  inorganic  products  make 
fine  substitutes. 

Turface  MVP.  This  is  the  product  used  for 
surface  dressing  of  baseball  infields  and  as  a  soil 
amendment.  It  is  durable,  baked  clay  about  the 
size  of  kitty  litter  particles.  To  find  a  dealer,  go  to 
the  company’s  website  at  www.turface.com. 
Schultz  Aquatic  soil  is  the  same  stuff.  Bonsai 
artists  and  hydroponics  growers  are  big  pro¬ 
ponents  of  Turface. 

Diatomaceous  Absorbent •  A  granular  form 
of  diatomaceous  earth,  this  product  is  used  to 
clean  up  spills  and  can  sometimes  be  found 
packaged  as  cat  litter.  DE  absorbent  is  highly 
recommended  for  potting  mixes.  It  can  be  bought 
from  Napa  Auto  stores  as  Part  #8822.  It  does  not 
pose  a  significant  health  risk  to  pets  or  humans. 

Lava  rock.  Small  pieces,  up  to  1/4",  of  lava 
rock  provide  excellent  aeration  for  roots.  It  can 
occasionally  be  found  as  “lava  sand,”  but  you  may 
have  to  break  larger  pieces  up  with  a  hammer. 

Pumice.  Pumice,  a  very  porous  and  light¬ 
weight  lava  rock,  can  be  purchased  as  Dry  Stall 


from  farm  stores. 

Perlite.  The  commonly  used  potting  mix 
additive  is  a  volcanic  glass  that,  when  heated  to 
a  certain  point,  expands  from  four  to  twenty 
times  its  original  volume. 

Over  the  years,  as  we  adopted  our  peat-based 
mixes,  we  began  to  look  at  fertilizers  as 
miraculous  growth  concoctions,  expecting  them 
to  fulfill  all  of  our  plants’  needs  and  grow  super 
plants.  However,  many  do  not  provide  micro- 
nutrients;  and  even  the  ones  that  do,  generally 
do  not  provide  calcium  or  magnesium.  Dolomitic 
lime  should  be  added  at  the  rate  of  one  table¬ 
spoon  per  gallon  of  soil  mix  to  provide  calcium 
and  magnesium  and  to  raise  the  low  pH  level  of 
bark  and  other  acidic  media.  Hardwood  ash  also 
neutralizes  acid  soil  and  provides  calcium  and 
magnesium. 

I’m  not  prescribing  a  specific  soil  media  recipe 
because  growing  conditions  vary  greatly  from 
West  Texas  to  South  Florida.  You  might  begin 
with  a  50:50  organic  to  inorganic  mix,  and 
experiment  from  that  point  using  a  few  guinea 
pig  plants.  Organic  products  are  not  necessary 
ingredients  in  potting  mixes.  I  tried  a  purely 
inorganic  mix,  however,  but  my  plants  just  sat 
there,  not  growing.  I  found  organic  ingredients 
necessary  to  keep  my  mix  from  drying  out  too 
quickly,  and  I  believe  now  the  inorganic  mix  was 
lacking  the  beneficial  microbial  action  that  occurs 
when  organic  ingredients  are  used.  You  may  be 
able  to  go  in  with  another  grower  when  you  shop 
since  the  bags  these  products  come  in  are  usually 
large.  Or  you  might  propose  a  club  experiment. 

My  experimentation  is  still  in  the  early  phases. 
I  have  yet  to  achieve  the  huge  plant  size  my 
Mama  managed  back  in  the  late  fifties  and 
sixties,  but  I’ve  seen  an  instant  boost  in  growth, 
health,  bloom  color,  and  size. 

From  the  Dixie  News, 
publication  of  the  Dixie  AYS 
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The  African  Violet  Society  of  America  and  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  Canada  Invite  you  to 
Our  Joint  2012  National  Convention 

“VIOLETS  BRIDGE  BORDERS” 


The  Michigan  State  AVS  and  the  AVS 
of  Canada  invite  you  to  attend  the 
66  th  AVS  A  and  the  50  th  AVSC  joint 
convention  in  Detroit,  Michigan, 

June  3rd  -  10th,  2012.  Detroit  is  a 
fitting  location  for  this  joint  event. 

Detroit  and  Windsor,  Canada,  share  the 
Detroit  River  and  have  the  Windsor  Tunnel  and 
Ambassador  Bridge  connecting  the  two  cities. 
The  last  AVSA  convention  in  Detroit  was  in 
1959.  A  lot  of  water  has  flowed  down  the  river 
and  under  the  bridge  since  then!  Detroit  now 
boasts  everything  from  distinctive  cultural 
institutions,  casino  hotels,  and  a  transformed 
riverfront,  championship  sports,  exciting  night¬ 
life,  and  delectable  dining  options.  “The  D”  is  a 
lively  area  with  much  to  see  and  do. 


of  the  nicest  steak  and  seafood 
restaurants  in  the  city,  occupies  the 
71st  and  72nd  floors,  offering  both 
incredible  food  and  a  breathtaking 
360-degree  panoramic  view  of 
Detroit,  Windsor,  and  the  Detroit 
River.  If  you  can  find  a  minute  away 
from  the  show  and  sale  to  venture  outside,  the 
Detroit  “People  Mover,”  an  elevated  tram  system 
with  a  station  in  the  Ren  Cen,  enables  guests  to 
easily  board  the  tram  and  visit  other  downtown 
attractions  near  the  hotel. 


The  Detroit  Marriott  at  the  Renaissance 
Center,  our  convention  hotel,  is  ideally  located  in 
the  downtown  business  district  on  the 
RiverWalk,  next  door  to  Hart  Plaza,  and  directly 
across  the  Detroit  River  from  Windsor.  It  is 
within  the  General  Motors  Renaissance  Center. 
The  complex  is  so  large  that  you  never  have  to 
leave  the  “Ren  Cen”  to  have  convenient  access 
to  shopping,  restaurants,  and  entertainment.  The 
hotel  occupies  the  tallest  tower  of  the  complex,  and 
soars  seventy-three  floors  above  the  Detroit  River. 
Floor-to-ceiling  windows  and  dramatic  views 
highlight  the  hotel  rooms.  The  Coach  Insignia,  one 


Downtown  is  alive  with  renowned  museums 
and  theaters,  casino  hotels,  and  an  active  river¬ 
front.  We’ve  heard  concerns  about  security... and 
there  are  areas  of  Detroit  that  would  not  be  safe 
places  to  wander.  However,  the  convention  hotel 
is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  business  district  and 
is  surrounded  by  popular  venues  (the  Tiger’s 
Comerica  Park,  Greektown,  and  Hart  Plaza  to 
name  a  few)  that  bring  many  folks  downtown.  It 
is  a  safe  and  exciting  location  to  hold  our 
convention!  So,  please  plan  to  join  us  to  help 
rival  the  1959  Detroit  convention,  which  the 
AVM  magazine  described  as  “one  of  the  largest 
attended  in  all  time.”  ‘Cavalier,’  (hybridized  by 
Eyerdom,  and  registered  in  1953)  won  the  Silver 
Cup  award  that  year.  Perhaps  that  plant  on  your 
shelf  will  be  the  Best  in  Show  winner  at  our  joint 
AVSA  and  AVSC  convention  in  2012! 
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2011  AVSA  National  Show  Winners 


Best  African  Violet  in  Show  &  Best  Trailer: 

Cirelda,  Won  by:  Sandy  Skalski 

2nd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show:  Petite 
Blarney ,  Won  by:  Sandy  Skaiski 
3rd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show:  5.  5b  clone 
dificilis  Mather  No.  2 ,  Won  by:  Barbara 
Jones 

Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Standards 

Frozen  in  Time,  The  Alps,  Rebel’s  Splatter 
Kake,  Won  by:  Sandy  Skaiski 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Standards 

Victorian  Ribbons,  Rebel’s  Astro  Spinner, 
Jean-Pierre  Croteau,  Won  by:  Neil  Lipson 

Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Minis-Semis 

Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet,  Jolly  Orchid, 
Skagit  Lil  Gem ,  Won  by:  Susan  Arnao 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Mini’s  &  Semis: 
Norton’s  Elaine,  Von’ s  Small  Gift,  Ness’ 
Cranberry  Swirl ,  Won  by:  Beverly  Williams 
Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Species 

5.  5a  clone  grandifolia  No.  299,  5.  5b  clone 
dificilis  Mather  No.  2,  S.rupicola ,  Won  by: 
Barbara  Jones 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Species 

5.  5b  clone  grotei  Silvert,  S.  5b  clone  magun- 
gensis  var.  minina,  S.  5f  clone  orbicularis  var. 
purpurea,  Won  by:  Susan  Arnao 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  Amateur: 

Optimara  Little  HopiU,  Optimam  Little  Comanche, 
Optimum  Little  Arapahoe,  Won  by:  Marie  Bums 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  Amateur: 

Optimara  Rose  Quartz,  Optimara  Little  Pearl, 
Optimara  Little  Opal,  Won  by:  Kathy  Lahti 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  -  Amateur: 

Optimara  Little  Ottawa,  Optimara  Little 
Apache,  Optimara  Little  Chickasaw,  Won  by: 
Lorna  Russell 

Best  Robinson  Collection:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy, 
Rob’s  Ooey  Gooey,  Rob’s  Fuzzy  Navel,  Won  by: 
Loma  Russell 

2nd  Best  Robinson  Collection:  Rob’s 
Boolaroo,  Rob’s  Gundaroo,  Rob’s  Gallwinku 
Won  by:  Sandy  Skaiski 


Best  Buckeye  Collection:  Buckeye  Bellringer, 
Buckeye  Colossal,  Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler, 
Won  by:  Sandy  Skaiski 

Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Hybrid 
Collection:  Vika,  EK-Gouboglazaia  Rossia, 
EK-Nebesnaia  Lazur’,  Won  by:  Marie 
Burns 

2nd  Best  AVSA  Registered  Russian  Collection: 

LiK-Kudesnitsa,  EK-Goluboglazaia  Rossiia, 
Ian-Minuet,  Won  by:  Barbara  Jones 

Best  Lyon’s  Collection:  Calico  Queen,  Lyon’s 
Red  Rocket,  Psychedelic  Show,  Won  by:  Marie 
Bums 

Second  Best  Lyon’s  Collection:  Boo  Man, 
Persian  Lace,  Cupid’s  Jewel,  Won  by:  Sandy 
Skaiski 

Best  Standard  African  Violet  &  Best  Variegated 
African  Violet:  Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler , 
Won  by:  Sandy  Skaiski 

Best  Miniature  African  Violet:  Petite  Blarney, 
Won  by:  Sandy  Skaiski 

Best  Semiminiature  African  Violet:  Optimara 
Little  Hopi  II ,  Won  by:  Marie  Burns 

Best  Species  African  Violet:  5.  5b  clone  difi¬ 
cilis  Mather  No.  2 ,  Won  by:  Barbara  Jones 

Best  Vintage  Violet  (Standard) :  Woodland 
Sprite ,  Won  by:  Paul  Kroll  Best  Vintage  Violet 

Best  Vintage  Violet  (Mini/Semi):  Woodtrail, 
Won  by:  Sandy  Skaiski 

Best  New  Cultivar  -  Amateur:  Sport  of  Jolly  Eyes 
Won  by:  Lorna  Russell 

Best  Other  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Fire  n  Ice 
Won  by:  Marie  Burns 

Horticulture  Sweepstakes:  65  blue  ribbons, 
Won  by:  Sandy  Skaiski 

Runner-Up  Horticulture  Sweepstakes:  39 

blue  ribbons,  Won  by:  George  McDonald 

Design  Division 

Best  Design  in  Show:  “Dish  Garden  less  than 
12",  Won  by:  Carolyn  Klein 

2nd  Best  Design  in  Show:  “Three  Rivers”, 
Won  by:  B.J.  Ohme 
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3rd  Best  Design  in  Show:  “Founding  Fathers” 
Won  by:  Susan  Arnao 

Design  Sweepstakes,  1 3  blue  ribbons 
Won  by:  Susan  Arnao 

Runner-up  to  Design  Sweepstakes,  11  blue 
ribbons,  Won  by:  Carolyn  Klein 

Commercial  Division 

Best  African  Violet  in  Show:  Rob ’s  Suicidal 
Squirrel ,  Won  by:  B.J.  Ohme 

2nd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show:  The  Alps , 
Won  by:  Donna  Brining 

3rd  Best  African  Violet  in  Show:  Rob’s  Fuzzy 
Navel  Won  by:  Ralph  Robinson 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Windy  Day, 
Harbour  Lights,  Heinz’s  Desert  Song ,  Won 
by:  Donna  Brining 

Best  AVSA  Mini/Semimini  Collection:  Rob’s 
Fuzzy  Navel,  Rob ’s  Mad  Cat,  Rob ’s  Calypso 
Beat ,  Won  by:  Ralph  Robinson 


2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semimini  Collection: 

Rob ’s  Bad  Bunny,  Rob ’s  Pink  Buttercups, 
Rob ’s  Dodo  Bird,  Won  by:  Donna  Brining 
Best  AVSA  Species  Collection:  5.  5h  clone 
velutina  lite,  S.  shumensis,  S.  5c  1  clone 
tongwensis ,  Won  by:  B.J. Ohme 
Best  Other  Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Midget’,  Won 
by:  Paul  Sorano 

Best  New  Cultivar:  Life’s  Pleasures ,  Won  by: 
Paul  Sorano 

2nd  Best  New  Cultivar:  Rob ’s  Zipper  Zapper , 
Won  by:  Ralph  Robinson 
3rd  Best  New  Cultivar:  ShaZam,  Won  by:  Paul 
Sorano 

Best  Horticulture  Showcase:,  Won  by:  Donna 
Brining 

Best  Commercial  Display  Table:  Won  by:  Donna 
Brining 

Best  Violet  on  Display  Table:  Ma’s  Flammable 
Water ,  Won  by:  Donna  Brining 


Thank  you  for  a  Successful 
AVSA  Convention  Auction 


My  thanks  to  the  many  generous  donors  and 
winning  bidders  who  made  the  luncheon  auction 
a  success. 

Special  thanks  goes  to  our  auctioneer,  Bill 
Price,  who  does  such  an  outstanding  job.  He 
entertains  us,  takes  the  time  to  bring  interesting 
plant  cuttings,  and  makes  the  auction  a  very  fun 
and  successful  event.  To  our  auction  staff  -  Carol 
Barris,  Charlene  Boyce,  Bob  Clark,  Rich  Follett, 
Marianne  Gershon,  Laurel  and  Winston  Goretsky, 
Dale  Martens,  and  Harry  Weber  my  gratitude  for 
your  continued  help  and  support;  to  Ruth 
Rumsey,  our  AVSA  Editor,  to  Jenny  Daugereau 
our  AVSA  office  manager,  and  Amy  Carruth  our 
AVSA  Secretary  my  thanks  for  your  support  as 
well  as  recording,  collecting,  and  keeping  track  of 
the  auction  sales. 

To  our  many  generous  donors:  AVS  of 
Philadelphia,  AVSA  Commercial  members 
(salesroom  1  hour  and  1/2  hour  early  entry), 
Shirley  Berger,  The  Barrington  Bloomers  AVS, 
Carol  Lee  Carter,  John  Carter,  Jan  Davidson, 


Barbara  Elkin,  Galina  Lazarenko,  Linda  Hall, 
Ovella  Hall,  Pat  Hancock,  Dave  Harris,  Nancy 
Hayes,  Lori  Hilfer,  Fred  Hill,  Laurene  Jones, 
Vladimir  Kalgin,  Lynn  Lombard,  Dale  Martens, 
Eileen  McGrath,  Lou  Nagy,  BJ  Ohme,  Bill  and 
Katherine  Paauwe,  Patty’s  Plants  and  Antiques, 
Mahlen  and  Brenda  Petry -Violet  Gallery,  Bill  Price, 
Hortense  Pittman,  Melvin  Robey,  and  Pat  and 
Jack  Wilson  a  huge  thank  you  for  your  generous 
donations  -  we  couldn’t  have  done  it  without  you. 

My  thanks  again  to  all  of  our  successful 
winning  bidders  for  your  support.  Without  your 
enthusiasm  and  generosity,  this  auction  wouldn’t 
have  been  possible. 

Information  about  next  year’s  auction  will  appear 
in  upcoming  issues  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine . 
I’m  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  in  Detroit. 

Edna  Rourke 

99  Old  Stratford  Road  •  Shelton  CT  06484 
203-926-9716 
Apapillon  @aol.com 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake 

From  Best  AVS A  Collection-Standards 
Exhibited  by.-  Sandy  Skalski 
Hybridized  by-.  R.  Bann 
Large 
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Rob’s 

Delicious 

Exhibited  by: 

Marie  Bums 

Hybridized  by: 

R.  Robinson 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Optimara 

Little 

Chickasaw 

Exhibited  by: 

Loma  Russell 

Hybridized  by: 

Holtkamp 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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WHAT  IS  A  VIRUS? 

By  Pat  Hancock 


A  vims  is  a  pathogen  composed  of  protein  and 
nucleic  acid.  They  are  smaller  than  bacteria,  and 
unlike  bacteria,  they  are  able  to  enter  the  DNA  of 
the  host  and  change  it  in  such  a  way  as  to 
replicate  in  very  large  numbers.  They  depend 
upon  the  host  for  their  growth  and  reproduction. 

Some  human  diseases  that  are  caused  by 
viruses  are  rabies,  polio,  chicken  pox,  and  the 
common  cold.  Viruses  in  plants  are  many,  includ¬ 
ing  Tobacco  Mosaic,  Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot, 
Carnation  Ringspot,  Tobacco  Etch,  Tomato 
Aspermy,  and  Tomato  Spotted  Wilt  Vims.  Vimses 
also  cause  variegation  in  tulips,  hostas,  roses, 
and  other  variegated  plants.  Vimses  that  cause 
variegation  may  or  may  not  do  damage  to  the 
plant.  Some  vimses  are  transmitted  by  the  sap 
being  transferred  by  hands  or  instmments  from 
plant  to  plant,  but  many  are  transferred  by 
vectors. 

WHAT  IS  A  VECTOR? 

A  vector  is  an  organism  such  as  a  tick,  mos¬ 
quito,  flea,  or  in  the  case  of  plant  diseases,  thrips, 
nematodes,  or  aphids.  The  vector  carries  the 
disease  from  one  host  to  another.  Thus,  without 
the  vector,  the  disease  cannot  be  spread.  In  the 
case  of  Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot  Vims,  the  vector 
is  the  Western  Flower  Thrips.  In  some  other  viral 
diseases  of  plants,  the  vector  can  be  nematodes, 
aphids,  leafhoppers,  or  a  combination  of  other 
insects. 

Prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure.  The 


most  effective  way  to  prevent  diseases  or  thrips  is 
to  completely  isolate  any  and  all  new  plants 
coming  into  your  collection  for  six  months.  Part 
of  a  thrip’s  life  is  spent  in  the  soil.  Thus,  the  only 
effective  isolation  is  complete  enclosure  in  plastic 
bags  or  completely  locked  containers  until  you 
know  they  are  safe.  Many  people  think  that 
complete  isolation  can  be  accomplished  by 
putting  a  cover  or  lid  on  top  of  a  tray.  Thrips  are 
so  small  that  they  are  often  hard  to  see,  and 
anything  that  small  can  most  surely  escape 
through  a  small  crack  where  the  cover  is  not 
sealed  tight. 

For  many  years,  my  motto  has  been 
PREVENTION,  PREVENTION,  PREVENTION! 

The  safest  and  most  effective  way  to  prevent  any 
disease  in  your  plants  is  to  enclose  anything 
NEW  or  “suspicious-looking”  in  a  plastic  bag.  My 
bag  collection  goes  from  sandwich  (Zip  Locks)  all 
the  way  up  to  turkey  size  with  ties  to  close  them. 
Plants  need  to  stay  in  the  bags  for  at  least  six 
months,  inspected  often,  and  discarded  if  any 
disease  shows  up.  If  something  like  mites  show 
up,  you  may  spray  into  the  bag  and  then  reclose. 

If  vims  is  suspected,  they  should  be  tested, 
and  if  positive,  completely  discarded  -  bag  and 
all.  Cape  Cod  Violetry  is  the  best  source  for 
insecticides  and  information  on  what  works  for 
thrips  and  other  pests. 

Turn  the  page  for  information  on 
Preventing  Virus  Invasions 


New  Prices  for  Rosettes 

New  Prices  for  Rosettes  will  be  effective  January  t,  2012. 

See  more  information  on  the 
AVSA  Information  fege,  inside  front  cover. 
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PREVENTING  VIRUS 

By  Georgene  Albrecht 


The  word  “virus”  in  Latin  means  poison.  The  massive 
volume  of  sales  and  trading  of  plant  material  through 
internet  contacts  and  club  exchanges  has  caused  an 
“explosion”  of  virus  infestations.  Information  about  the 
seven  foremost  viruses  that  invade  our  African  violets,  and 
other  gesneriads,  will  help  us  safe-guard  our  collections. 

GROW  SMART 

DO  NOT  LET  THIS  FRIGHTEN  YOU.  If  you 
follow  prevention  tips,  have  perfect  isolation  and 
eliminate  the  vectors,  your  plants  will  be  safe.  If 
you  have  symptoms  of  virus,  please,  DO  NOT 
PANIC.  Every  symptom  can  ALSO  be  caused  by 
cultural  conditions.  Always  ISOLATE  the  problem 
plant.  Stunted  growth  is  a  sign  that  a  plant  is  not 
thriving.  Other  common  symptoms  are  ring  spots, 
distorted  foliage,  mottled  patterns,  chiorosis,  brown 
pitting,  dieback,  color  break  and  blistering.  Virus 
can  also  be  present  in  a  plant  without  showing  ANY 
symptoms.  Stress  on  a  plant  may  trigger  virus 
growth.  The  virus  usually  presents  itself  at  the  site 
of  infestation,  but  may  be  latent  for  some  time. 

CONTROL  VECTORS 

Thrips  (Western  Flower  Thrips  or  WFT)  cause  both 
tospoviruses.  These  are  Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot  Virus, 
known  as  INSV,  and  Tomato  Spot  Wilt  Virus,  known 
as  TSWV.  Both  viruses  are  carried  and  spread  by  the 
saliva  of  thrips.  Remove  all  buds  for  months  because 
they  live  in  the  pollen  sacs.  Spraying  with  Conserve 
and  then  doing  two  follow-up  sprays,  five  days  apart, 
will  control  WET.  Please  contact  Cape  Cod  Violetry, 
587  Shawmut  Ave.,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620, 
or  phone  (508)  993-2386  for  your  growing  needs. 
They  also  have  an  ad  in  AVM.  Shake  Conserve  well 
before  measuring.  Suggested  use  is  one-third  to 
one-half  teaspoon  per  gallon  of  water.  For  safety  sake, 
wear  long  sleeves,  mask,  and  latex  gloves.  There  are 
new  products  coming  out  shortly  to  deal  with  thrips. 
When  details  are  available,  we  will  write  of  them  in 
our  “Family  Portrait”  column.  I  add  two  or  three 
drops  of  Safer’s  Soap  as  a  spreader-sticker  or  surfac¬ 
tant  in  the  Conserve  spray  mix.  Shake  often.  The 


follow-up  sprays  are  very  important.  Go  to 
umass.edu/umextlfloriculture/fact_sheets/pest  for 
excellent  control  fact  sheets. 

Close  off  your  growing  area  during  warm  weather 
so  thrips  are  kept  at  bay.  Keep  tabs  on  them  by  placing 
yellow  or  blue  sticky  strips  at  the  entrance  to  your 
growing  area.  Hot  Shot  No-pest  strips  will  be  okay  in 
my  basement,  but  they  cannot  be  used  in  my  main 
living  spaces.  Isolate  your  entire  growing  area  and  be 
meticulous  about  disposing  rubbish,  old  soil,  bad 
plants,  spent  blooms,  and  used  pots.  Have  covered 
trash  containers  and  empty  them  often.  It  is  also 
surprising  how  many  insects  will  go  for  a  dip  when  a 
cup  of  soapy  water  is  kept  in  the  growing  area. 

IDENTIFICATION 

If  you  combine  stunted  growth  with  strange 
markings  on  or  beneath  leaves,  isolate  the  plant 
immediately.  If  it  does  not  thrive  in  isolation,  test  for 
vims.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  test,  toss  the  plant,  pot,  soil, 
containers,  and  gloves  that  may  have  touched  it.  Wash 
or  immerse  the  tray,  watering  can,  tools,  etc.,  in  a  ten 
percent  Clorox  solution  for  ten  minutes.  I  lost  an  entire 
collection  of  orchids  and  gesneriads.  It’s  heart-breaking, 
but  we  can  start  a  new  collection  that  is  better  and  safer. 

Initials  are  used  as  acronyms  for  vims  groups  and 
strains.  We  can  test  African-violets  and  all  gesneriads 
for  tospovimses,  Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot  Vims  (INSV) 
and  Tomato  Wilt  Spot  Viais  (TWSV),  at  home  with 
immunostrips  from  Agdia  Laboratories,  30380  County 
Rd.  6,  Elkhart,  IN  46514.  Phone  1-574-264-2615  or 
1-800-62-AGDIA.  Their  email  is  info@agdia.com. 
They  have  also  developed  a  test  to  screen 
African- violet  foliage  for  six  viruses,  plus,  another 
separate  test  for  Carnation  Ringspot  Vims  (CRSV) .  The 
screen  and  CRSV  test  can  only  be  done  by  a  lab,  too. 
These  serological  tests  are  named  ELISA  which  stands 
for  enzyme-linked  immuno  sorbent  assay.  It  is 
important  to  note  that  viruses  may  not  infect  the 
entire  plant,  but  can  be  isolated  in  only  a  small 
section.  For  this  reason,  tissue  for  tests  must  be  taken 
from  the  exact  area  showing  symptoms.  A  state 
pathology  lab  may  also  help  identify  vims. 
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ADVANCED  VIRUS  SYMPTOMS 

Photo  Credit:  Georgene  Albrecht 
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INDICATOR  PLANTS 

In  the  African-violet  world  there  are  specialty 
indicator  plants.  If  virus  is  present,  episcias  will 
stop  growing,  the  center  will  brown  and  turn 
dry,  then  the  entire  plant  will  die  back. 
Sinningias  will  produce  brown,  dry  areas  or  oak 
leaf  patterns  on  the  foliage.  These  two  plants 
are  perfect  indicators.  Dispose  of  any  indicator 
plant  that  shows  symptoms.  See  photos  of 
Tomato  Spotted  Wilt  Virus  in  Sinnirtgia  at 
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/fact 
sheets/Vims_SpottedWilt.htm. 

TOBACCO  MENACE 

Tobacco  Mosaic  Virus  (TMV)  and  Tobacco  Etch 
Virus  (TEV)  are  wide-spread.  TMV  was  the  first 
virus  to  be  discovered.  It  is  thermo  stable,  meaning 
that  it  is  able  to  withstand  120°  Fahrenheit  for 
thirty  minutes.  It  can  survive  in  tobacco  products 
for  many  years.  It  was  amazing  to  find  out  that 
these  are  some  of  the  most  common  viruses  that 
invade  gesneriads.  My  orchid  collection  was 
invaded  by  TMV  and  Cymbidium  Mosaic  Virus 
(CMV) . 

THE  VIRUSES 

IMPATIENS  NECROTIC  SPOT  VIRUS  (INSV) 

is  spread  by  the  Western  Flower  Thrips  (WFT)  and 
is  still  the  most  common  virus  infestation  of 
African- violets.  The  populations  of  WFT  are  on  the 
rise.  Over  600  plant  species  are  infested. 
Remember,  these  symptoms  can  also  be  caused  by 
cultural  practices. 

Symptoms:  Stunted  growth,  bulls-eye  or  ring 
spots  above  or  below  foliage  surface,  half-circles  in 
light  or  dark  pigment,  silver  mottling  or  circles 
under  leaves,  leaves  cup  down  and  margins  are 
puckered,  chlorotic  areas  (abnormal  reduction  or 
loss  of  the  normal  green  coloration  of  leaves), 
mottled  patches,  brown  and  yellow  streaks,  and 
brown  pits. 

Prevention:  Control  populations  of  WFT.  Spray 
Conserve,  then  follow-up  with  two  sprays  at  five 
day  intervals.  Mow  all  weeds  within  20  feet  of 
growing  area.  Do  not  grow  impatiens.  Isolate  all 
new  plants  for  at  least  six  months  or  more. 

TOMATO  SPOTTED  WILT  VIRUS  (TSWV)  is 


another  tospovirus  spread  by  WFT.  There  are  six 
strains  existing  wo  rid- wide.  It  invades  shade  crops 
and  also  reproduces  through  infected  cuttings  and 
seed  coat  transmission.  It  is  found  in  174  plant 
species.  If  you  grow  tomatoes  you  may  be  familiar 
with  the  results  of  this  virus.  Never  throw  an 
infected  tomato  plant  on  the  compost  pile. 

Symptoms:  Ring  spots  and  arches,  spotted 
patches,  necrosis,  yellow  veins,  blisters,  deformed 
growth  and  stunted  growth. 

Prevention:  Control  WFT  with  spray  listed 
above,  isolate  all  new  plants,  and  avoid  growing 
chickweed,  ipomoea  (blue  morning  glory), 
limonium  (statice),  purslane  and  nasturtium.  Watch 
your  tomato  plants  and  grow  virus-resistant 
varieties. 

TOMATO  ASPERMY  VIRUS  (TAV)  is  caused 
by  ten  species  of  aphids,  and  transmitted  by  seed 
coatings  but  not  transmitted  by  sap.  Aphids  are 
thriving  from  global  warming.  Inoculates  against 
this  virus  are  being  developed. 

Symptoms:  Lesions,  dwarfing,  light  and  dark 
blisters,  distorted  foliage,  elongated  leaves. 

Prevention:  Control  aphids  and  thrips.  Heat  the 
growing  area  more  as  this  thrives  in  cool  tempera¬ 
tures.  Keep  tomato  plants  and  picked  tomatoes 
away  from  your  plants.  Don’t  garden  and  go  to 
your  plant  collection. 

TOBACCO  ETCH  VIRUS  (TEV)  is  found  in 
field  crop  tobacco  and  is  able  to  exist  for  a  long  time 
in  tobacco  products.  It  is  also  spread  by  aphids  that 
attack  in  the  early  stages  of  growth. 

Symptoms:  Etching  of  leaves  or  margins  in 
gray  or  necrotic  lines,  mottling  of  foliage,  puckering, 
yellowing  veins,  stunt,  chlorosis,  dimensional 
scaring. 

Prevention:  Control  aphids  which  are  also 
enjoying  global  warming,  spray  quick  successions 
of  light  oil,  avoid  growing  the  tobacco  plant  family 
such  as  nicotiana,  capsicum  and  grow  tomatoes 
away  from  your  collection.  Ban  tobacco  products. 

TOBACCO  MOSAIC  VIRUS  (TMV)  It  can 
survive  on  contaminated  tobacco  products  for  many 
years.  It  is  the  most  stable  virus.  The  vectors  are 
aphids  and  leaf  hoppers.  This  is  the  second  most 
frequent  to  invade.  It  can  be  spread  through  phloem 
(plant  liquid) . 
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Symptoms:  Mosaic  color  patterns  on  foliage, 
flower  color  break  and  distortion,  stunt,  dark 
blotches. 

Prevention:  Keep  good  sanitation,  watch  for 
changes  in  plant  growth.  Control  aphids.  Keep 
orchids ,  a  major  carrier  of  T MV  and  CMV 
(Cymbidium  Mosaic  Virus),  away  from  gesneriads. 
A  spray  of  full-strength  powdered  milk  solution  can 
inhibit  growth  of  some  viruses.  Sounds  strange,  but 
it  is  on  many  prevention  lists  and  our  IPM  entomol¬ 
ogist  at  Phipps  Conservatory  says  he  has  had 
success  with  this  method.  This  does  not  kill,  but  is 
an  inhibitor.  This  will  most  likely  make  a  spotted 
mess  on  our  plants.  Use  this  on  only  a  few  plants 
on  a  trial  basis. 

POTYVIRUS  GROUP  VIRUSES  (POTY) 

comprise  30  percent  of  all  known  plant  viruses. 
They  are  derived  from  Potato  Virus  Y  (POTY)  and 
comprise  34  plant  virus  groups.  This  is  the  virus 
group  that  caused  the  color  break  in  tulips.  It  is 
transmitted  by  aphids  and  incorrect  irrigation 
methods.  Some  aphids  can  carry  virus,  but  the 
exact  methods  of  infestation  are  not  known. 

Symptoms:  Yellow  and  brown  rings,  black 
streaks  on  petioles,  necrotic  leaves,  spots  or 
dieback.  In  Sinningia  they  produce  brown  spots  and 
oak  leaf  patterns. 

Prevention:  Control  aphids,  lower  temperatures, 
and  keep  cuttings  separate. 

CARNATION  RINGSPOT  VIRUS  (CRSV)  may 
be  co-infested  with  Carnation  Mottle  Virus 
(CarMV).  The  suspected  vector  is  Longedorus 
(nematodes)  in  some  plants  and  roots.  Other 
vectors  are  not  known.  This  also  can  be  spread  in 
the  soil,  roots,  and  sap.  These  viruses  do  not  kill  the 
plant  fast,  but  damage  and  distort  foliage  and 
flower.  The  plant  will  gradually  become  weak. 

Symptoms:  Color  break,  stunt,  chlorosis,  dark 
or  black  lines  on  petioles  and  leaf  tips. 

Prevention:  Heat  treatments  and  high  temper¬ 
atures  may  lower  infestations.  Avoid  the  sap  of  the 
carnation  family.  Plant  clean  stock.  Keep 
cut-flowers  away  from  your  collection.  Destroy  used 
soil  in  which  sick  plants  have  been  growing. 
Sterilize  used  pots.  Never  use  the  same  utensil  to 
cut  flower  stems  and  gesneriads.  Wash  hands  often. 

STREPTOCARPUS  FLOWER  BREAK  VIRUS 


(SFBV)  is  a  Tobacco  Mosaic  Virus  (TMV) 
published  in  the  European  Journal  of  Plants  in 
1983.  This  was  studied  in  many  gesneriads  at  the 
Pathology  Department  at  the  University  of  Florida, 
Gainesville  in  1955. 

Symptoms:  Flowers  have  a  change  in  color 
pigment,  color  tones  often  change  and  faint  color 
changes  may  also  be  found  in  the  foliage  when 
advanced  stages  appear. 

Control:  Avoid  mechanical  damage  as  this 
is  spread  by  sap.  No  vector  is  known.  Discard 
any  streps  showing  “smudged”  variable  color 
break  in  the  flower  that  is  inconsistent  with 
known  color  hues  of  that  hybrid.  Do  not 
confuse  this  with  fantasy  markings.  See  photos  at 
streptocarpusinfo.com.  Inoculation  of  SFBV  to  non 
virus  plants  resulted  in  50%  transmission. 

Prevention:  Watch  for  any  change  in  the  color 
blend  of  flowers,  discard  the  plant  or  have  it  tested 
by  a  lab.  Sometimes  high  temperatures  will  cause 
color  pigmentation  to  vary.  Isolate  plants  until  they 
show  more  symptoms  or  become  normal  again. 

PREVENTION  TIPS 

Isolate  all  newly  acquired  plant  material.  Seal 
each  plant  or  cutting  in  a  zip-lock  bag  for  at  least 
six  months.  Keep  them  away  from  your  plant 
collection.  Watch  them  closely. 

Destroy  or  return  any  new  plant  material  that 
does  not  look  healthy  or  has  an  infestation. 

CONTROL  Western  flower  THRIPS.  They  spread 
INSV  rapidly.  Do  not  grow  Impatiens,  especially  the 
variegated  foliage  with  rose-form  flowers.  Do  not 
allow  outdoor  pets  in  your  growing  area.  Cut  all 
weeds  growing  near  your  home  or  greenhouse. 

Refrain  from  trading  plants  or  cuttings  at  club 
exchanges  or  on  the  internet  unless  you  completely 
isolate  them  for  six  months.  Don’t  trade  or  purchase 
plants  from  people  who  make  a  practice  of  trading 
indiscriminately. 

Never  go  from  the  outdoor  garden  to  your  indoor 
plants  wearing  the  same  clothing  or  shoes.  Do  not 
bring  plants  or  produce  from  outside  near  your  plant 
collection. 

Wear  latex  gloves  when  you  work  on  your 
plants  and  use  hand-sanitizer  on  the  gloves  after 
working  on  each  plant. 
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If  a  plant  stops  growing,  seems  stunted,  or 
develops  unusual  leaf  patterns,  isolate  it 
immediately.  These  are  the  first  signs  of  virus 
invasion.  Place  the  plant  in  isolation.  If  these 
symptoms  persist,  test  for  virus.  You  may  take  a 
leaf-cutting  to  root,  but  isolate  it  completely.  Any 
plantlets  must  also  be  isolated  until  you  test.  Wash 
hands  often. 

Viruses  may  be  dormant  in  a  plant  for  a  long 
time  and  become  active  when  the  plant  is  under 
stress.  Prevent  stress  in  your  plants  by  providing 
consistent  culture.  High  temperatures  can  also 
cause  stress  and  activate  a  virus. 

Keep  orchids,  and  the  utensils  used  to  grow 
them,  away  from  gesneriads  because  they  are 
notorious  for  infestations  of  Tobacco  Mosaic  Virus 
(TMV)  and  Cymbidium  Moasic  Virus  (CMV) .  These 
can  be  spread  from  any  plant  fluids  seeping  from 
breakage  on  the  orchid  plant  or  by  vector’s 
transmission. 

Cover  your  entire  light  stand  with  plastic  drop 
cloths  to  keep  a  barrier  between  thrips  and  your 
collection.  Air  the  plastic  before  you  place  it. 
Continue  to  run  fans  in  the  area.  Insects  hate 
moving  air.  Never  re-use  potting  soil. 

To  prevent  Carnation  Ringspot  Virus  (CRSV)  do 
not  allow  carnations  or  dianthus  to  be  near  your 
plant  collection.  Sap  from  cut  stems  may  carry 
nematodes  that  seem  to  be  the  vector  of  this  virus. 
In  general,  it  is  a  good  idea  to  keep  all  fresh-cut 
flowers  away  from  your  gesneriads.  Keep  all 
seasonal  plants  away,  too. 

Never  purchase  any  plant  that  has  color  break  in 
foliage  or  flower.  Avoid  plants  with  any  round  or 
bulls-eye  spots  on  foliages,  especially  on  the  lower 
leaves.  Do  not  frequent  any  greenhouse  that  grows 
plant  material  with  these  spots.  Change  clothes  after 
visiting  greenhouses,  conservatories,  nurseries,  and 
the  produce  section  of  grocery  stores. 

Remove  any  flower  or  bud  that  spills  pollen  from 
the  sacs,  a  sure  sign  of  thrips.  Mites  may  also  carry 
virus  and  disease.  Remove  all  buds,  spray  with 
Conserve.  Isolate  all  plants  near  this  problem  plant. 
Do  follow-up  sprays  at  least  twice.  Isolate.  Repot. 

Any  lesion,  round  wet  or  dry  spots,  or  a  necrosis 
pattern  with  color  change  is  cause  for  instant 
isolation.  Wash  hands  often.  Dispose  of  all  used 


gloves  and  isolation  bags. 

Cover  all  trash  containers  in  your  growing  area 
and  change  the  liners  often. 

Keep  test  kits  on  hand.  They  last  for  at  least  a 
year  or  more  if  kept  dry.  Refrigerate  them  in  sealed 
containers. 

If  you  belong  to  a  club,  appoint  an  experienced 
grower  to  diagnose  any  plant  problem  at  every 
meeting.  Clubs  may  even  want  to  keep  test  strips 
on  hand.  All  problem  plants  must  be  bagged  and 
sealed. 

If  possible  create  a  barrier  or  make  a  vestibule  at 
the  entrance  of  your  growing  area.  Place  a  double 
layer  of  sheer  curtains  tightly  against  windows, 
inside  or  out,  and  use  a  double  layer  of  screens. 
Hanging  strips  of  heavy  plastic  can  act  as  a  barrier 
at  a  doorway. 

If  your  growing  area  is  away  from  your  living 
space,  hang  vapor  strips  according  to  the  coverage 
directions.  Leave  one-half  the  cover  on  them  for  the 
first  three  weeks  and  make  sure  they  are  not  close  to 
plants.  Have  a  fan  blowing  toward  them  when  the 
lights  are  on  or  the  sun  is  shining  into  the  growing 
area.  Place  a  blue  and/or  yellow  sticky  strip  in  your 
growing  area  so  that  you  can  track  insects. 

Keep  all  produce  and  fruit  away  from  your 
plants.  Mites,  thrips,  and  mealybugs  abound  in  the 
produce  department.  Ethylene  gas  escapes  from 
ripening  fruit  and  ages  all  other  plant  material. 
Wash  all  fruits  and  vegetables  immediately. 

Consider  breaking  all  stems  with  your  hands 
instead  of  a  tool  that  may  carry  pest  or  disease.  Use 
Fel’s  Naptha  soap  to  wash  your  hands. 

Be  aware  that  many  plant  families  carry  viruses, 
including  hosta,  roses,  orchids,  and  begonias. 

If  you  grow  tomatoes  that  aren’t  thriving, 
beware  of  TSWV.  Thrips  carry  this  virus,  also. 

Avoid  plants  that  have  black  or  red  streaks  on 
the  foliage  or  stems.  This  can  be  virus. 

SUMMARY 

Viruses  are  part  of  our  world.  DON’T  PANIC. 
We  have  learned  to  identify  them  and  adapt  to 
them.  Prevention  is  possible  if  we  use  this  knowl¬ 
edge  and  are  consistent  in  our  growing  habits. 
Walking  into  our  showroom  proves  that. 

Viruses  have  always  been  present  in  most  plant 


40  African  Violet  Magazine 


July  •  August  2011 


families,  but  look  what  lovely  plants  we  continue  to 
grow  successfully.  Never  be  overly  concerned  when 
symptoms  show  up,  just  ISOLATE  THE  PLANT. 
VECTOR  INSECTS  MUST  BE  CONTROLLED. 

Knowledge  is  power.  Don’t  curtail  growing,  just 
grow  smart,  be  consistent,  and  watch  your  plants 
carefully.  They  tell  you  when  something  is  amiss.  A 
long-time  grower  once  told  me  that  the  best  plant 
protection  was  your  own  shadow.  Watch  them  and 
take  time  to  keep  records  and  photos  of  unusual 
things  that  happen  to  them.  Virus  has  also  given  us 
lovely  things  such  as  Rembrandt  tulips,  crested 
cacti,  and  certain  variegated  foliages.  Some  plants 
can  live  with  or  adapt  to  virus. 

Take  this  knowledge  and  be  alert.  Inform  your 
clubs  and  fellow  growers  of  prevention  techniques. 
Wash  your  hands  often  and  have  impeccable 
sanitation. 

HEAT  ACTIVATION 

At  or  under  temperatures  of  65  degrees  F  the 
virus  is  not  very  active  and  may  compartmentalize 
in  only  a  small  section  of  the  plant.  As  the 
temperature  rises  to  70  and  80  degrees,  the  virus 
starts  to  reproduce  by  taking  energy  from  the 
plant,  causing  stunted  growth.  After  two  to  four 
months  at  or  above  75  degrees,  the  plant  will 
begin  to  be  symptomatic.  Test  samples  must  be 
taken  at  symptom  site.  At  six  to  ten  months  above 
70  degrees  the  virus  will  have  destroyed  the  host 
plant  if  all  other  factors  have  been  favorable. 

Any  plant  that  does  not  thrive  should  be 
isolated  immediately.  If  it  returns  to  healthy 


growth,  return  it  to  the  collection.  Remember  to 
isolate  all  newly  acquired  leaves  in  individual 
containers  tightly  sealed. 

Because  petrocosmeas  grow  in  cool 
temperatures,  they  never  seem  to  get  virus,  at 
least  we  think  so.  Achimenes  tend  to  be  very 
virus  free  also.  In  fact,  I  have  never  had  a  pest  on 
them  either. 

SEED  BANK 

At  our  annual  meeting  last  Convention.  I 
made  the  suggestion  that  AVSA  start  a  Virus-free 
Seed  Bank  of  our  species  Saintpaulia.  Scientists 
tell  me  that  virus  is  now  able  to  live  in  the 
coating  of  seeds  and  also  has  the  ability  to  enter 
the  embryo  of  a  seed.  We  must  protect  these 
precious  plants.  Seeds  would  be  collected  as  a 
donation  from  growers  who  know  that  their 
plants  are  virus-free  and  kept  in  cool  temper¬ 
atures.  This  is  such  a  small  thing  that  may  reap 
big  rewards. 
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Alld  the  Winners  <ire  •  •  •  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  TX  75069 

By  Mary  J,  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


ALPHA  AVS,  FIRST  AVS  OF 
DALLAS,  FIRST  NIGHTER  AVS  - 
TX  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Miss  Monet,  Greg,  Western 
Sunrise;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
ionantha  subspecies  velutina ; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Meredith 
Hall.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 

Honey  Blue  Ace,  Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei, 

Jolly  Orchid;  Best  Miniature:  Honey  Blue  Ace, 
Mary  Corondan.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Honey  Blue  Ace,  Shirks  Hawaiian  Lei, 
Jolly  Orchid;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Mad  Cat;  Best  Standard:  Opera’s  II 
Straniero;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Galiwinku,  Ben 
Haning.  Best  Gesneriad:  Aeschynanthus 
‘Lipstick  Kewform’,  Linetta  Harrison.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Beverly  Powers. 

AVS  OF  GREATER  TULSA,  OK  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Apache  Brave, 
Funambule,  Newtown  Crocodile  Tears;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Boondoggle,  Rob’s 
Antique  Rose,  Party  Frills;  Best  Standard: 
Newtown  Crocodile  Tears;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Boondoggle;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s 
Jitterbug,  Carol  Rice.  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer: 
Rob’s  Boolaroo;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
grotei  Silvert,  Judy  Carter.  Best  Gesneriad: 
xSinvana  ‘Mount  Magazine’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Patricia  Daniel.  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Pat  Sutton. 

AVS  OF  ROCHESTER,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Buckeye  Freckles 
Galore,  Blue  Dragon,  Rhapsodie  Clementine;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Jolly  Frills,  Optimara 
Little  Creek,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Rhapsodie  Clementine;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best 
Miniature:  Jolly  Orchid,  Doug  Burdick.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy, 
Rob’s  Jitterbug,  Rob’s  June  Bug,  Ralph 
Robinson.  Best  Trailer:  Beacon  Trail,  Donna 


LaDelia.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  grandifolia  $237-,  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Mary  Ryan.  Best  Design, 
Trudy  Murphy.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Barbara  Festenstein. 

COLUMBUS  AVS,  OH  -  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Jersey 
Snow  Flakes,  Sedona,  Ballet  Anna;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Shy  Blue, 
Jolly  Fire,  Jolly  Devil;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Maria;  Best  Semiminiature:  Shy  Blue; 
Best  Trailer:  Bashou;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Mary  Martin.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Victorian  Velvet,  Kandy  Kitchen,  Ma’s 
Melody  Girl,  Nancy  Carr.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Celina  Dark  Velvet,  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue,  Teen  Sunshine;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Windsome,  Julie  Jones.  Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita 
‘Nemesis’,  Richard  Carr.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Cathy  Willis. 

DESERT  SUN  AVGS,  AZ  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue, 
Rob’s  Antique  Rose,  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie;  Best 
Miniature:  Gleeful  Elf;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Marty  Anderson.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Rob’s  Jindalee,  Cirelda,  Baby  Brian; 
Best  Trailer:  Rocky  Mountain  Trail;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  pendula ;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Smithiantha  ‘An’s  Firebrand’;  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Dariane  Joshlin.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  White  Dew;  Best 
Standard:  Optimara  Louisiana,  Gloria  Arquette. 

FANTASY  AVC,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Private  Dancer,  Natchurly 
Nawlins,  Frozen  in  Tme,  Luke  Reyer.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Candy  Swirls, 
Buckeye  Ballerina,  Mother’s  Love;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Rob’s 
Mad  Cat;  Rob’s  Argyle  Socks;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Candy  Swirls;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Ness’  Satin  Rose;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Gundaroo, 
Sally  Scaggs.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia 
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leucotricha ;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Thad 
Scaggs.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Pat 

Dupke. 

FIRST  AVS  OF  DENTON,  TX  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Sansoucy’  Julie- 
Marie,  Rebel’s  Rose  Bud,  Picasso;  Best  Standard: 
Sansoucy’  Julie-Marie;  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s 
Boolaroo;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  rupicola;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Early  Bird’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Richard  Nicholas.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Greg,  Optimara  Renoir, 
Rebel’s  Taffy  Pull,  Glenda  Curry.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet, 
Jolly  Orchid,  Texas  Space  Dust;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Miniature:  Texas  Space  Dust;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Jolly  Mischief;  Best  Design,  Anne  Nicholas. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Eunice  Curry. 

FIRST  AUSTIN  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Designer  Star, 
Blackberry  Jam,  Apache  Painted  Doll;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  veluti- 
na ,  Dolores  Gibbs.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Lela  Marie,  Pink  Energy,  The  Alps; 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Antique  Rose,  Rob’s  Kitten  Caboodle,  Rob’s  Pink 
Prisms;  Best  Standard:  The  Alps,  Susan  Kautz. 

Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Red 
Bandito;  Best  Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Peg  O’  My 
Heart’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Penny  Smith- 
Kerker.  Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Orchid;  Best  Design, 
Danny  Tidwell;  Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue,  Mary 
Husk.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Glenda  Williams. 

MEMPHIS  AVS,  TN  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Rhapsodie  Evelyn,  Frozen  in 
Time,  Buckeye  Cranberry  Sparkler;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Inner  Orbit,  Rob’s 
Fuzzy  Navel,  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Standard: 
Sizzlin’  Romance;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s 
Fuddy  Duddy;  Best  Miniature:  Shirl’s  Hawaiian 
Lei;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Brenda 
Brasfield.  Best  in  Show/Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  velutina  lite;  Best  Trailer:  Pixie 
Blue;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Guidelines’, 
Geneva  Stagg.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Iona  Pair. 

MISSOURI  VALLEY  AV  COUNCIL,  MO  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 


Smooch  Me,  Funambule,  Ness’  Viking  Maiden, 
Kent  Stork.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Jolly  Dear,  Tiny  Dancer,  Mac’s  Genuine  Grannie’s; 
Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Mars,  John  Regan.  Best 
Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia  clone  cojjfusa 
Uppsala,  Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia  #299, 
Saintpaulia  clone  ionantha  Mather  #20;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  rupicola  Cha  Simba,  B.  J. 
Ohme.  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Buckeye 
Sarsparilla,  Sherrie  Wallace.  Best 
Semiminiature:  California  Sunset;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Catherine  Thompson.  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Willawong,  Edna  Alexander.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Columnea  polyantha ,  Doris  Carson. 
Best  Design,  Jeanne  Cotten.  Design 
Sweepstakes  (tie) ,  Betty  Ferguson  and  John 
Regan. 

OMAHA  AV  AND  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY, 
NE  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Buffalo  Hunt,  Hot  Tamales,  Smooch  Me,  Kent 
Stork.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Rebel’s  Scotty,  Iceberg,  Lime  Jewel,  Mary  Jo 
Bradley.  Best  Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia 
clone  Cha  Simba,  Saintpaulia  shumensis , 
Saintpaulia  clone  velutina  lite;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Suicidal  Squirrel, 
Rob’s  Calypso  Beat,  Mac’s  Misty  Meadow;  Best 
in  Show/Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  Cha 
Simba;  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Suicidal 
Squirrel;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Chilly  Willy,  B.  J. 
Ohme.  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Vanilla  Trail;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Mary  Jo  Bradley.  Best  Design, 
Randy  Deutsch.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Joe 
Ondracek. 

RICHMOND  AVS,  VA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Rhapsodie  Patricia,  Ode  to 
Beauty,  Sansoucy’  Coco,  Vicki  Carr.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Rob’s  Pewter 
Bells,  Ness’  Satin  Rose;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Kitty  Hedgepeth.  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature: 
Knight  Magic;  Best  Semiminiature:  Dancing  Teen; 
Best  Trailer:  Tiny  Wood  Trail,  David  Dick.  Best 
Standard:  Rhapsodie  Clementine,  Miriam 
Pendleton.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
rupicola\  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Barbara  Stewart.  Best  Gesneriad:  Columnea 
‘Light  Prince’,  Nell  Reese. 
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ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  AVS,  CO  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Harbor  Blue, 
Smooch  Me,  Optimara  Trinidad,  Byron 
McKitrick;  Best  Standard:  Buckeye  Cranberry 
Sparkler,  Rachel  McKitrick.  Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Monkeyshines;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
ionantha  subspecies  orbicularis;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Nelly  Levine.  Best  Miniature: 
Precious  Red,  Fran  Ratte.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Primulina  t abac  cum,  Irina  Nicholson.  Best 
Design,  Trudy  Brekel.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Liz 
Cassidy. 

SHO-ME  AVC,  KS  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Rhapsodie  Katja,  Rhapsodie 
Susi,  Chanticleer;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Rob’s  Ooey  Gooey, 
Rob’s  Plaid  Skirt;  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer: 
Candy  Fountain;  Best  Standard:  Stage  Whisper; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best 
Miniature:  Precious  Red;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Lynn  Canning.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Chirita  ‘Rachael’,  Doris  Brown.  Best  Design; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Tricia  Taylor. 

SOUTH  COAST  AVS,  CA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Mary  Craig,  Buckeye 
Cranberry  Sparkler,  Picasso;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail;  Best  Standard: 
Buckeye  Seductress;  Best  Miniature:  Gleeful  Elf; 
Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Columnea  ‘Cascading  Beauty’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Leonard  Re.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Orchard’s  Bumble 
Magnet,  Everdina,  Rob’s  Twinkle  Blue,  Hans 
Inpijn.  Best  Semiminiature:  Optimara  Little 
Aztec;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Jacquie  Eisenhut. 

SPRING  BRANCH  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Makin’  Romance, 
Ness’  Bangle  Blue,  Harbor  Blue;  Best  Species 
Collection:  Saintpaulia  clone  pendula  var. 
kizarae ,  Saintpaulia  clone  rupicola ,  Saintpaulia 
clone  corifusa ;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie,  Jolly  Coral,  Celina  Dark 
Velvet;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Harbor  Blue; 
Best  Miniature:  Celina  Neat  Nellie;  Best  Trailer: 
Fun  Trail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha 
subspecies  grotei ;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 


Linda  Wheaton.  Best  Semiminiature:  Tiny 
Dancer,  Kay  Black.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  ‘Dale’s  Lost  in  Space’,  Mary 
McFarland.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 

Ruth  Goeke. 

SUNDOWNERS  AVS,  LA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara 
EverHarmony,  Namely  Nancy,  Evening 
Splendor;  Best  Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia 
clone  tongwensis,  Saintpaulia  clone  grandifolia, 
Saintpaulia  clone  orbicularis  var.  purpurea ;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Bon-bon,  Rob’s  Blue 
Socks,  Rob’s  Fuzzy  Navel;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Optimara  EverHarmony;  Best  Trailer: 
Little  Chippery  Trail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  tongwensis;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Belinda  Thibodeaux.  Best  Semiminiature: 
Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Laura  Moser.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Kohleria  ‘Manchu’,  Robbie  McMeel. 
Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Becky 
McMeel. 

TUCSON  AVS,  AZ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Michelangelo, 
Cherry  Sparkler,  Picasso;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Jolly  Shadow,  Boo  Man,  Ness’  Crinkle 
Blue;  Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Hawaiian 
Pearl;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Shadow; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes, ‘Judy  Millstone.  Best 
Trailer/Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  rupicola; 
Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes.  Anne-Lee 
Tomczyk.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Sonoran 
Mystery’,  Kathy  Bell. 

UPPER  PINELLAS  AVS,  FL  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Wrangler’s  Dixie 
Celebration,  Ness’  Candy  Pink,  Victorian  Parasol; 
Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Twinkle  Blue;  Best  Trailer: 
Rocky  Mountain  Trail;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  diplotricha  Punter;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Codonanthe  ‘Paula’;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Phyllis 
King.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Rhapsodie  Cora,  Harbor  Blue,  Kris,  Mary  Helen 
Maran.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Suicidal  Squirrel,  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie,  Rob’s 
Fuzzy  Navel;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Rob’s  Fuzzy  Navel;  Best  Standard:  Wrangler’s 
Dixie  Celebration,  Glenn  Shelton. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 

Sinningia  ‘Peridot’s  Country  Quilt’ 

Exhibited  by.-  Eileen  McGrath 
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Chimeras:  Pinwheel  Beauties 

Reprinted  from  African  Violets :  Gifts  from  Nature ;  The  Series :  Book  One 

By  Melvin  J.  Robey,  emelrobey@gmail.com 


Chimera  (ky-MARE-uh  or  ky-MIR-uh)  is  a  Greek 
word,  and  the  name  is  used  for  a  mythical  monster 
with  the  head  of  a  lion,  the  body  of  a  wild  goat,  and 
a  serpent’s  tail— a  description  of  an  unusual  monster 
with  genetically  different  body  parts.  While  the 
chimera  African  violets  are  not  monsters,  they  are 
rather  unique  in  the  Saintpaulia  genus. 

When  attempting  to  propagate  chimeras,  it  is 
helpful  and  interesting  to  understand  why  the 
leaf  cuttings  will  not  reproduce  the  pinwheel 
blossoms  seen  on  the  mother  plant. 

The  Twinkie  provides  a  simple  way  to 
visualize  the  genetic  (DNA)  makeup  of  the  stem 
cells  in  a  chimera  African  violet.  The  Twinkie 
consists  of  two  distinct  parts-the  inner  vanilla 
cream,  which  is  surrounded  by  the  outer  cake. 
Now,  using  this  analogy,  consider  the  structure  of 
a  chimera  leaf  stem  used  as  a  leaf  cutting  for 
propagating  new  African  violet  plants.  The  outer 
cells  of  the  stem  (cake)  have  a  different  DNA 
code  than  the  inner  stem  cells  (vanilla  cream) . 

When  you  place  leaf  cuttings  from  a  chimera 
plant  into  a  rooting  mix,  new  plantlets  will 
develop  from  the  outer  layer  of  epidermal  cells 
(cake)  and  from  the  inner  cells  (vanilla  cream) . 
Both  the  inner  and  outer  cells  can  produce  new 
plantlets,  but  since  they  have  a  different  DNA 
code,  the  blossoms  usually  will  be  different 
colors  and  will  not  display  the  desirable  stripe 
down  the  center  of  the  blossom  petals. 

Not  all  pinwheel  African  violets  are  chimeras. 
An  example  of  this  is  ‘Bob’s  Omega’  which  has 
striped  blossoms  and  produces  identical  blos¬ 
soms  from  leaf  cuttings.  Attention  should  also 
be  given  to  the  fact  chimera  blossoms  are 
notoriously  unstable.  As  the  plants  age,  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  them  to  change  to  a  single  color. 

Note  #1:  Technically,  the  “cake”  or  surface 
cells  of  a  leaf  are  referred  to  as  the  epidermal  layer. 
The  cells  in  the  center  of  the  leaf  are  referred  to  as 
the  mesophyll  layer,  also  called  “ground  cells.” 

Note  #2:  The  terms  pinwheel  and  striped  are 


used  interchangeably  when  describing  a  blossom 
with  a  different  color  down  the  center  of  the  petal 
than  is  present  on  the  petal  margins  (edges) . 

Note  #3:  The  stripe  down  the  center  of  a 
chimera  blossom  may  be  either  lighter  or  darker 
than  the  rest  of  the  petal. 

Propagating  Chimeras 

There  are  three  basic  ways  to  propagate 
chimeras:  (1)  use  a  sucker,  (2)  use  the  crown 
and  (3)  use  a  flower  stalk.  Using  a  flower  stalk 
cutting  offers  the  best  results  in  producing  new 
plants  which  are  identical  to  the  mother  plant. 

SUCKERS 

The  best  way,  without  ruining  the  appearance  of 
the  plant,  is  to  wait  until  a  sucker  has  occurred. 
Then  remove  it,  put  it  in  a  rooting  mixture,  and  you 
are  on  your  way  to  having  an  identical  plant.  Often, 
suckers  take  a  long  time  to  form  on  the  plant  so 
you  may  have  a  long  wait  using  this  technique. 

Remove  a  sucker  when  the  bottom  row  of 

leaves  on  it  is  about  1/2  to  3/4  of  an  inch  across 

* 

or  the  size  of  a  penny  or  a  nickel.  Remember,  a 
blossom  (pedicel)  stem  and  a  sucker  look  very 
similar  in  the  early  stages  of  growth.  Wait  until  the 
side  shoot  has  developed  enough  to  identify  it  as  a 
sucker-four  or  more  leaves  confirm  you  have  a 
new  plant  developing.  A  blossom  stalk  only  has 
two  small  leaf-like  structures  (bracts)  present. 

Pot  the  sucker  and  wait  for  the  plant  to  be 
adorned  with  beautiful  chimera  pinwheel  blossoms. 

CROWN  METHOD 

There  are  two  techniques  for  inducing  suckers 
to  form.  Using  either  one  sacrifices  the  overall 
appearance  of  the  mother  plant. 

Technique  One:  Starting  at  the  center  of  the  plant, 
remove  the  leaves.  The  bottom  two  rows  of  leaves  in 
the  rosette  should  be  left  on  the  mother  plant.  These 
leaves  will  allow  the  plant  to  survive  and  channel  all 
its  energy  into  new  growth-suckers.  There  is  no  need 
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to  repot  the  plant,  causing  additional  stress.  Lightly 
scraping  the  surface  of  the  exposed  plant  stalk 
promotes  sucker  growth.  Place  the  “pinched”  plant 
under  light  or  in  a  bright  spot  in  your  home. 

Expect  one  to  several  small  suckers  to  begin 
forming  by  the  end  of  two  months;  quicker  if  you 
are  lucky.  When  removing  a  sucker,  the  bottom  row 
of  leaves  on  the  sucker  should  be  about  1/2  to  3/4 
of  an  inch  across  or  the  size  of  a  penny  or  a  nickel. 

This  entire  process  can  be  repeated  with  the 
same  mother  plant  for  as  long  as  it  is  healthy  and 
capable  of  producing  additional  suckers. 

Again,  lightly  scrape  the  top  of  the  plant  stalk 
and  await  the  next  wave  of  chimera  plants. 

NOTE:  Using  this  method,  you  can  root  the 
leaves  removed  from  the  plant  to  obtain  new  plants. 
However,  these  plants  will  have  solid  colored 
blossoms,  not  pinwheels.  These  new  plants  will  be 
“NOIDs.”  (No  Identity)  and  cannot  be  grown  for 
“Show”  plants,  unless  you  go  through  the  registration 
process.  Still,  you  will  have  several  lovely  new  plants 
to  enjoy  and  share  with  your  admiring  friends. 

Technique  Two:  Use  a  sharp  knife  to  remove 
the  crown  from  the  mother  plant.  Be  sure  to  leave 
two  rows  of  leaves  on  the  potted  portion  of  the 
plant.  Follow  Technique  One  to  develop  suckers. 

Replant  the  crown  with  its  leaves.  It  will  develop  roots 
and  slowly  begin  to  produce  the  pinwheel  blossoms. 

FLOWER  STALK  PROPAGATION 

Select  a  new,  fully  opened  blossom.  Before 
removing  the  blossom,  check  to  see  if  the  two 
leaf-like  structures  (bracts)  below  the  blossom  are 
large  and  healthy.  The  larger  these  bracts  are,  the 
better  the  chances  of  getting  a  new  plant.  If  the 
bracts  are  too  small,  then  cut  the  flowers  off  about 
1/4  inch  above  the  bracts.  With  the  two  bracts 
still  growing  on  the  mother  plant,  wait  for  them  to 
increase  in  size  until  they  are  1/2  to  one  inch 
long,  then  remove  the  flower  stalk  from  the  plant. 

Once  the  flower  stalk  has  been  removed  from 
the  motner  plant,  it  should  be  trimmed  so  it  is  1 
to  1  1/2  inches  long  beneath  the  bracts.  Carefully 
put  the  delicate  flower  stalk  into  a  loose  rooting 
medium.  Vermiculite  or  sphagnum  peat  moss  are 
good  choices  as  rooting  materials.  The  two  bracts 
should  be  about  1/2  inch  above  the  surface.  Keep 


the  humidity  high  by  placing  a  clear  cover  over 
the  rooting  flower  stalk.  Be  careful  not  to  keep 
the  humidity  too  high.  This  increases  the  chances 
of  a  disease  problem  developing,  especially 
bacterial  or  fungal  attacks. 

Let  the  new  little  chimeras  (hopefully  you  will  have 
twins)  grow  until  they  are  a  minimum  of  1  to  1  1/2 
inches  tall.  Remove  them  and  pot  them  in  a  small 
container.  From  this  point,  treat  them  as  any  other  young 
African  violets  in  your  collection;  give  them  plenty  of 
tender  lovin’  care.  In  the  African  Violet  Magazine  Dr.  Jeff 
Smith  wrote,  “. .  .blossom  stem  cuttings  are  likely  to  have 
a  higher  success  rate  in  being  true  to  the  original  plant. ...” 

Expect  a  long  wait  for  the  flower  stalk  to  form 
a  new  plantlet.  Since  there  are  two  bracts,  there 
is  a  good  possibility  two  new  plants  will  develop; 
one  from  the  axil  of  each  bract.  In  May/June 
1995  African  Violet  Magazine  Neil  Lipson’s 
article  “Secrets  of  Chimeras”  stated,  “...you  may 
have  to  wait  as  long  as  3-4  months  [for  any 
suckers  to  form  on  a  flower  stalk  cutting] .” 

Some  Oddities  Are  Not  Chimeras 

An  interesting  point:  when  African  violet 
hobbyists  think  of  chimeras,  they  automatically 
associate  the  word  with  pinwheel  blossoms.  But 
a  plant  can  also  be  a  chimera  when  the  leaves 
used  as  cuttings  do  not  produce  identical  plants. 
For  example,  if  you  have  a  variegated  plant 
where  the  leaf  cuttings  only  produce  non- 
variegated  plants-this  may  indicate  the  African 
violet  has  chimera  variegated  leaves.  In  this 
case,  use  suckers  to  produce  identical  plants.  An 
example  of  this  is  ‘Rob’s  Lucky  Penny.’  Keep  in 
mind  that  an  occasional  sport  or  mutant  does 
not  make  the  plant  a  chimera. 

‘Rob’s  Lucky  Penny’  (8611)  05/31/1997  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  white  pansy/dark  blue  eye, 
variable  thin  blue  edge.  Variegated  light-medium  green 
and  white,  pointed,  glossy;  sucker  propagation, 
Miniature. 

SELECTED  CHIMERA  CULTIVARS 

‘Breeze  Brea’,  ‘Mauna  Loa,‘  ‘Red  Pinwheel1, 
‘Chimo’,  ‘Moonbeam’,  ‘Satin  N’  Lace’,  ‘Concord’,  ‘Moon 
Maiden1,  ‘Sugar  N’  Spice’,  ‘Desert  Dawn’.  ‘Patsy  Love’, 
‘Queen  Sabrina,  ‘Kiwi  Glory’,  ‘Red  Mt.  Fuji’,  ‘Valencia. 
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The  Snowflake  Blossom 

By  Ronn  Nadeau 

Photos  by  Ben  Haning 


When  I  started 
selling  African  violet 
seeds  in  1976,  I  had 
no  idea  how  long  that 
hobby/business  would 
last.  Well,  here  we  are 
35  years  later,  and  I’m 
still  selling  AV  seeds 
and  writing  articles  on 
the  subject.  One  of  the 
things  that  keeps  me 
going  is  interacting 
with  customers,  answering  their  questions,  and 
hearing  about  their  results. 

An  e-mail  from  Ben  Haning  of  Lucas,  TX, 
received  two  weeks  ago,  caught  my  interest. 
With  his  permission,  I  share  with  you  Ben’s 
initial  e-mail: 

Ronn, 

I  have  an  interesting  seedling  that  I 
grew  from  your  seed.  It  is  a  semiminia¬ 
ture  with  a  star  shaped  blossom  that 
has  jagged  edges  like  a  snow  flake. 
Have  you  seen  anything  like  this? 

Ben 

Intrigued  by  this,  I  asked  Ben  to  e-mail  me 
pictures  (Photos  1  and  2)  of  his  seedling,  and  he 
promptly  did  so.  “Wow!”,  I  thought,  amazed  by 
the  blossom.  Snowflake  indeed!  A  new  flower 
shape  in  African  violets?  Has  anyone  ever  seen 
this  in  violets?  Of  course,  the  next  questions 
centered  on  whether  or  not  this  new  trait  is  stable 

Ben  has  leaves  down  and  he  sent  me  a  couple, 
which  arrived  in  today’s  mail.  He  reports  that  the 
plant  has  bloomed  twice  and  that  all  the 
flowers  have  appeared  as  snowflakes,  except  for 
one  in  which  two  of  the  lobes  were  slightly  fused. 

We  are  holding  our  breath  waiting  to  see  if  the 
plants  that  come  from  leaves  retain  the 
snowflake  trait.  If  not,  might  it  come  true  from 
suckers?  Will  the  trait  be  transmitted  to  progeny 
through  hybridization?  We  shall  see,  but  it  will 


take  at  least  a  few 
months  before  we 
begin  to  get  the 
answers. 

In  closing,  I  must 
say  that  people  will  be 
disappointed  if  they 
buy  seeds  from  me 
and  hope  to  get 
seedlings  that  are  as 
novel  as  what  Ben 
Haning  obtained.  Each 


selection  (Standard,  Miniature,  or  Trailer)  that  we 
sell  is  made  up  of  a  mixture  of  seeds  obtained 
from  crossing  many  different  plants,  many  of 
which  have  simple  single  flowers. 


Thus,  our  customers  should  not  expect  that 
many  of  their  seedlings  will  have  fancy  double 
flowers  that  might  be  developed  into  new 
varieties.  Some  mi ghf  but  most  won’t.  But  one 


thing  is  sure.  Every  plant  grown  from  our  seeds 
will  be  different  from  every  other  plant  from  our 
seeds.  It’s  not  like  growing  from  leaves,  which  is 
vegetative  propagation.  It’s  like  how  people  are 
grown,  which  is  sexual  propagation,  which 
results  in  every  person  on  the  planet  being 
different  from  every  other  (except  in  the  case  of 
identical  twins) . 

We  will  report  about  the  snowflake  trait  in 
coming  issues  of  AVM. 
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JUDGING  THE  SH0WPL4AT 

Compiled  by  Bill  Foster  and  Mary  Ann  Corrigan 


Marred  Leaf 
Deduct  up  to  1 
point  under 
condition 


Dust  and  Soil 
Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Broken  Leaf 
Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Spent  Blossom 
Deduct  1/2  point 
under  condition 


Spray  Residue 
Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Baby  Leaf 

Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Ring  Spot 

Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 

Break  in  the  symmetry 
of  the  leaf  pattern 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  symmetry 


Gap  or  Space 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  Symmetry 


Yellow  Leaf 
Deduct  up  to  1  point 
under  condition 


Symmetry  -  the  shape  of  the  plant 
Condition  -  cultural  aspect  of  the 
plant  at  the  time  it  is  judged 


Plant  not  centered  in  pot 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  condition 


Neck 

Deduct  up  to 
3  points 
under  condition 


Over  potted 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  condition 


Under  potted 
Deduct  up  to  3  points 
under  condition 
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Paradise  Pyramid 

By  Jennifer  Rumsey 
Photo  Credit:  Deaven  Ohman 


On  September  13, 

2008,  Hurricane  Ike  made 
landfall  in  Galveston, 

Texas,  pushing  a  twenty- 
foot  storm  surge  over  the 
Galveston  Seawall.  Eight 
to  ten  feet  of  water  flooded 
the  popular  vacation 
getaway,  resulting  in  an 
estimated  $120  million  in 
damage  to  Galveston’s  infrastructure. 

Moody  Gardens  on  Galveston  island,  a  242 
acre  leisure  and  educational  resort  and  one  of  the 
Houston  area’s  top  tourist  destinations,  also 
suffered  significant  damage  from  Hurricane  Ike. 
Four  feet  of  water  flooded  the  lower  level  of  the 
fabulous  Rainforest  Pyramid.  Because  the 
pyramid  had  been  designed  to  withstand 
category  3  hurricane  force  winds,  the  structure 

remained  intact. 
However,  the  Rain¬ 
forest  Pyramid’s 
inhabitants,  includ¬ 
ing  endangered 
animals  from 
around  the  world, 
had  to  be  relocated 
to  other  zoos  across 
the  nation.  In  true 
Gulf  coast  fashion, 
rather  than  fix  the 
damages,  Moody 
Gardens  set  out  to 
make  the  Rainforest  Pyramid  better  than  it  had 
been  before  the  hurricane. 

After  a  $25  million  enhancement,  the 
Rainforest  Pyramid  opened  to  the  public  May  28, 
2011.  I  had  the  privilege  to  represent  AVSA  on  a 
media  tour  of  this  amazing  attraction  May  13. 

Donita  Brannon,  the  Horticultural  Exhibits 
Manager  of  the  Rainforest  Pyramid,  led  us  on  a 


tour  of  the  tropical 
paradise.  Mrs.  Brannon,  a 
friendly  and  dedicated 
professional,  is  very  proud 
of  the  Rainforest  Pyramid. 
She  helped  design  the 
exhibit  and  select  each  and 
every  tropical  plant 
therein.  Mrs.  Brannon  has 
been  a  part  of  this  project 
since  it  began,  and  she  got  married  in  the 
Rainforest  Pyramid  in  1993! 


Donita  Brannon  &  Jennifer  Rumsey 


One  of  the  best  parts  of  the  attraction’s  trans¬ 
formations  is  the  new  tree-top  canopy  entrance 
and  trail.  I  stepped  into  a  fantastic  tropical  par¬ 
adise  when  I  stepped  onto  the  walkway.  Sunlight 
streamed  through  the  aquamarine  glass  panes 
that  make  up  the  pyramid,  and  exotic  birdsong 
greeted  my  ears.  I  was  at  treetop  level,  able  to 
look  into  the  upper  branches  of  massive  leafy 
green  trees  that  I  had  never  seen  before.  The  other 
people  on  the  tour  with  me  appeared  to  be  as 
awestruck  as  I  was,  pointing  here  and  there  at  the 
interesting  sights  around  us.  I  watched  beautifully 
plumed  birds  flit  from  tree  to  tree,  only  feet  away 
from  me. 
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As  Mrs.  Brannon 
led  us  through  this 
magical  place,  she 
instructed  us  on 
Moody  Gardens’s  ded¬ 
ication  to  conservation 
and  education.  The 
Rainforest  Pyramid  is 
designed  to  be  a 
tribute  to  the  disap¬ 
pearing  rainforests  of 
the  world,  and  the 
hope  is  that  visitors  to  this  marvel  will  leave 
with  more  education  on  and  dedication  to  con¬ 
serving  Earth’s 
vital  resources. 

More  than 
1,000  species 
of  exotic  flora 
will  grow  in 
the  Rainforest 
Pyramid,  addi¬ 
tionally,  the  Rainforest  Pyramid  will  help  to  con¬ 
serve  endangered  animals  of  the  world  by  pro¬ 
viding  several  species  with  a  home  very  near  to 
their  natural  habitat. 

It  was 
exciting  to 
see  and 
touch  plants 
and  trees 
that  I  would 
only  ever 

experience  on  trips  to  other  continents.  One  such 
fascinating,  exotic  plant  is  the  Brazilian  Beauty 
Leaf.  This  plant  has  distinctive  white  flowers. 
More  importantly,  the  latex  in  the  leaves  of  the 
Brazilian  Beauty  Leaf  contains  three  strong  HIV-1 
inhibitors . 

Almost  half  of 
all  prescription 
drugs  in  the 
United  States 
contain  active 
ingredients 
created  from 
rainforest 


plants.  Obvi¬ 
ously,  it  is 
extremely  impor¬ 
tant  that  citizens 
of  the  world  be 
educated  on  the 
importance  of 
rainforest  conservation. 


The  exhibit  is  divided  into  three  regions: 
Asian,  American,  and  African  rainforests. 
Through  educational  placards,  tourists  will  learn 
of  endangered  plants  and  animals  native  to  each 
rainforest.  Of  course,  I  was  eager  to  see  the 
African  portion  of  the  Rainforest  Pyramid,  where 
gorgeous  African  violets  grow  in  a  near- to- nat¬ 
ural  habitat.  I  was  not  disappointed. 


African  violets  of  all  colors  were  thriving  in 
the  Rainforest  Pyramid!  They  peeked  at  me  from 
rocky  crevices  filled  with  sphagnum  moss.  I  took 
numerous  pictures  of  these  beauties.  Any 
African  violet  enthusiast  will  be  in  heaven  in  the 
Moody  Gardens  Rainforest  Pyramid,  and  I 
encourage  you  all  to  take  a  trip  to  the  Gulf  coast. 
Stop  by  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont  for  a  visit  with 
our  talented  staff,  and  then  make  your  way  to 
historic  Galveston  Island  for  a  tour  of  Moody 
Gardens.  You  will  definitely  enjoy  yourself, 
(www.  moodygardens  .com) 
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Organizing  Your  Collection  and 
Your  Growing  Area:  Tips  and  Tools 

By  Vivian  Beeching  and  Jim  Toms 


Our  Lakeshore  African  Violet  Society’s  fall 
schedule  called  for  three  of  us  to  participate  in  a 
panel  on  organizing  one’s  plant  collection.  As  the 
day  drew  nigh,  our  third  panelist  found  she  would 
be  unable  to  participate,  so  we  decided  to  merge  our 
preparations  and  make  it  into  one  presentation  with 
each  of  us  tackling  a  major  part  of  the  topic.  We  also 
decided  to  invite  audience  participation  so  we  could 
leam  from  others  as  well.  What  follows  is  derived 
from  that  program,  the  ideas  we  presented,  and  the 
additions  that  resulted  from  audience  participation. 

The  Need 

When  starting  out  in  a  growing  hobby  or 
upgrading  your  growing  area,  decide  what  fea¬ 
tures  and  equipment  you  want  and  what  sizes, 
shapes,  heights,  etc.  are  best  for  you. 

1.  Light  stand 

There  are  many  variations  on  the  theme. 
There  are  many  types  of  light  stands  with  differ¬ 
ent  lengths  of  tubes,  different  shelf  measure¬ 
ments,  different  heights  and  tiers. 

Some  people  do  not  grow  plants  on  stands  or 
shelves,  but  actually  use  tables  with  lights  hang¬ 
ing  overhead.  If  you  have  limitations  in  climbing 
or  bending,  you  might  prefer  tables.  If  you  have 
space  limitations,  you  may  have  to  opt  for  height 
(four  tier  stands).  Decide  what  is  right  for  you. 

2.  Worktables 

Ideally,  you  should  plan  on  at  least  one  work¬ 
table,  perhaps  more,  for  different  chores.  If  you 
are  pressed  for  space,  you  may  have  to  work 
occasionally  at  the  desk  where  you  calculate  the 
family  budget  rather  than  luxuriate  in  special 
tables.  Jim  likes  to  work  seated  at  a  desk-height 
table  when  he  is  potting,  pruning,  etc.  Thbles  used 
for  plant  care  should  have  easily  cleaned  surfaces. 

When  watering,  he  takes  advantage  of  the  fact 
that  his  plants  are  adjacent  to  a  washer,  dryer, 
and  freezer,  all  with  a  surface  height  suitable  for 


him  to  work  standing.  He  dislikes  reaching  over 
tables  or  into  high  or  low  shelves  to  get  at  the 
plants  to  water.  Instead,  he  transfers  the  trays  of 
plants  to  be  watered  to  one  or  more  of  these 
appliances,  waters  each,  and  lets  stand  for  30 
minutes  before  dumping  any  excess  water.  He 
gives  each  plant  its  1/4  turn,  pointing  all  the  pot 
labels  the  same  way,  but  90  degrees  further  clock¬ 
wise  than  they  were  before.  Then  he  transfers  the 
trays  back  to  their  respective  light  stand  or  table. 

4.  Tools 

Everyone  collects  tools  for  use  in  tending  their 
plants.  Choose  the  spoons,  scoops,  scissors, 
tweezers,  etc.  that  do  the  job  and  suit  you  the 
best.  Keep  your  eyes  open  when  in  stores,  at 
your  house,  or  visiting  other  members’  toolkits. 
You  will  get  good  ideas  for  tools. 

3.  Storage 

You  should  have  appropriate  storage  for  your 
tools,  pots,  and  other  paraphernalia.  Clean  pots, 
saucers,  tools,  fertilizers  and  other  chemicals, 
potting  soils,  and  soil  additives  can  be  stored  on 
shelves  or  in  cupboards  or  drawers  near  the  col¬ 
lection.  Set  up  your  area  so  that  soiled  pots  and 
tools  are  stored  well  away  from  your  plant  col¬ 
lection  for  fear  of  transferring  pests  and  diseases 
that  they  may  carry  to  your  good  plants.  In  Jim’s 
case,  they  are  stored  on  a  shelf  adjacent  to  the 
laundry  tubs  where  he  is  constantly  reminded  that 
it  is  not  just  the  socks  that  need  to  be  washed. 

Once  you  have  set  yourself  some  rules  for  the 
organizing  of  your  growing  area,  stick  to  them, 
except  when  they  need  modifying  or  when  you 
dream  up  improvements.  Keeping  things  clean  and 
everything  in  its  rightful  place  will  save  you  a  lot  of 
worries.  You  also  won’t  have  to  ask  yourself  ques¬ 
tions  like,  “Where  are  those  extra  long  tweezers  I 
use  once  a  year?”  You  will  know  where  they  are. 

From  Chatter ,  Publication  of  the  AVS  of  Canada 
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WHAT  IS  pH? 

By  Irene  Hatzinisiriou 


“pH  is  a  factor  on  a  scale  from  1  to  14  which 
measures  the  concentration  of  free  hydrogen  ions 
in  the  solution.” 

“As  hydrogen  ions  increase  in  solution  the  pH 
drops.  Whereas,  a  decrease  of  hydrogen  ions  in 
solution,  the  pH  increases.” 

In  other  words,  it  is  a  scale  used  to  measure 
the  acidity  or  alkalinity  of  solutions.  It  is  an 
indicator  to  check  whether  your  growing 
conditions  are  favorable  or  not  to  your  plants.  pH 
of  water,  fertilizer,  and  the  soil,  can  be  measured 
for  their  pH  level  using  a  color  coded  kit  which 
may  be  purchased  from  highly  specialized  plant¬ 
growing  suppliers. 

pH  levels  which  are  low  (pHl  to  pH6)  are 
called  ACIDIC  conditions,  where  pHl  is  the  most 
acidic.  Examples  of  acids  can  be  things  like  lactic 
acid  in  milk,  citric  acid  in  citrus  fruits,  and  Coca 
Cola,  which  contains  phosphoric  acid! 

pH  levels  which  are  at  or  near  pH  7,  are  called 
NEUTRAL  conditions.  A  neutral  solution  is  water. 
Tap  water  may  vary  from  area  to  area  and  may 
be  slightly  more  acidic  in  some  areas  than 
others. 

pH  levels  which  are  high  (pH7.4  to  pH14)  are 
called  BASIC  (ALKALINE)  conditions,  where 
pH  14  is  the  most  basic.  Bleach,  detergents,  and 
caustic  soda  are  examples  of  very  strong  basic 
solutions.  These  should  always  be  handled  with 
gloves  as  they  do  cause  much  deeper  skin  burns 
than  acids.  You  don’t  feel  the  immediate  effects  of 


the  burning  as  you  do  when  acid  comes  into 
contact  with  your  skin. 

African  violets  prefer  slightly  acidic  growing 
conditions  between  pH6.5  to  pH7.  If  the 
soilAvater/fertilizer  mix  is  within  this  range,  the 
plants  will  be  able  to  absorb  minerals  and  nutri¬ 
ents  much  easier. 

If  growth  conditions  are  TOO  ACIDIC: 

•  All  minerals  cannot  be  absorbed  by  the 
plant’s  root  system. 

•  Only  Iron  can  be  absorbed  and  becomes  too 
toxic  to  the  plant  as  it  is  the  only  mineral  being 
absorbed.  Eventually,  the  plant  will  die. 

If  growth  conditions  are  TOO  BASIC 
(ALKALINE) : 

Nitrogen,  Phosphorus,  and  other  trace  ele¬ 
ments  cannot  be  absorbed  by  the  plant.  They  will 
starve  and  eventually  die. 

For  optimal  growing  conditions: 

1 .  Always  use  a  reputable  African  violet  potting 
mix  such  as  the  one  supplied  at  our  meetings. 

2.  When  using  any  recommended  fertilizer, 
always  follow  the  instructions  to  the  letter! 

A  bit  of  this  and  a  bit  of  that  may  greatly 
affect  your  plants!  Use  a  measuring  cup/spoon. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Inc.,  Australia 


Washing  Your  African  Violet 

By  Joyce  Stork 


Water  left  standing  on  leaves  can  cause  spots, 
and  water  droplets  in  the  center  of  the  plant  can 
cause  the  center  to  die,  but  water  will  not  auto¬ 
matically  hurt  a  violet.  We  spray  the  plant  with  a 
soapy  mist  ( 1  or  2  drops  of  mild  dish  detergent  in 
a  spray  bottle)  let  it  to  stand  for  about  15  min¬ 
utes.  Rinse  the  soap  off  by  holding  the  violet  at 
an  angle  under  gently-running  tepid  water  from  a 


tap.  Let  the  water  run  toward  the  outside  of  the 
plant  so  it  does  not  get  into  the  very  center  where 
it  can  be  difficult  to  blot  dry.  After  rinsing,  blot 
the  leaves  with  a  sponge  to  remove  the  excess 
moisture.  The  violet  is  then  set  out  of  direct  light 
until  the  leaves  are  completely  dry. 

From  the  FAQ  Section  of  the  AVSA  Web  Site 
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Registration  Report 

By  Joe  Bruns 

A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00 
($5.00  for  non-members)  for  each  plant, 
and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after  which 
time  it  may  be  extended  two  years  for  an 
additional  $1.00  ($5.00  for  non¬ 
members).  registration  of  the  plant  is 
$5.00  ($25.00  for  non-members)  unless 
completed  within  the  reservation  period, 
in  which  case  the  balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00 
for  non-members) . 


1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover 


Leo  Lee  -  Shau  Kei  Wan,  Hong  Kong 
‘Aqua  Girl’  (10382)  02/23/2011  (L.  Lee) 
Single-semidouble  white  and  blue  bell. 
Medium  green,  glossy,  serrated,  girl  foliage. 

Semiminiature 

‘Chi  Tu’  (10383)  02/23/2011  (L.  Lee)  Single 
dark  coral-pink  sticktite  wasp.  Crown 
variegated  dark  green  and  bronze,  plain/red 
bustle  back.  Standard 

‘Hollywood  Star’  (10384)  02/23/2011  (L.  Lee) 
Single  white  fluted  star/blue  fantasy,  wide 
lavender-pink  edge.  Medium  green,  plain, 
quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Master  Bian  Lian’  (10385)  02/23/2011  (L. 
Lee)  Single  coral-pink  two-tone  sticktite 
pansy.  Crown  variegated  dark  green  and 
bronze,  plain/red  back.  Standard 
‘Nu’er  Hong’  (10386)  02/23/2011  (L.  Lee) 
Single  white  sticktite  pansy/coral-pink 
patches.  Crown  variegated  light  green  and 
ivory,  plain.  Semiminiature 
‘Pink  Umbrella’  (10387)  02/23/2011  (L.  Lee) 
Single  pink  wasp.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
serrated.  Semiminiature  trailer 
‘Qing  Cheng’  (10388)  02/23/2011  (L.  Lee) 
Double  chimera  white  star/blue-fantasied  pink 
stripe.  Medium  green,  quilted,  serrated. 
Standard 

‘Tony’s  Little  Bee’  (10389)  02/23/2011  (T. 
Ng/L.  Lee)  Single  dark  blue  wasp.  Medium 
green,  plain,  longifolia.  Semiminiature 
trailer 


Park,  IL  60133 
Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 

‘Unlimited’  (10390)  02/23/2011  (L. 
Lee)  Double  white  star/yellow  eye, 
wide  pink  edge.  Crown  variegated 
medium  green  and  ivory,  plain. 

Semiminiature 

‘Victorian  Park’  (10391)  02/23/2011 
(L.  Lee)  Double  white  star/blue  fantasy, 
wide  pink  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
serrated.  Standard 

‘Yu  Tu’  (10392)  02/23/2011  (L.  Lee)  Single 
white  sticktite  wasp/green  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  cream,  plain/bustle  back. 

Standard 

***** 

Ruth  Bann  -  Fridley,  MN 
‘Rebel’s  Cindy  Louise’  (10393)  03/02/2011 
(R.  Bann)  Single-semidouble  red-purple 
star/darker  purple  edge.  Medium  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Rebel’s  Dolores’  (10394)  03/02/2011  (R. 
Bann)  Single-semidouble  light  pink  large 
ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  ovate,  quilted,  glossy, 
serrated.  Large 

‘Rebel’s  Gabriella’  (10395)  03/02/2011  (R. 
Bann)  Single-semidouble  pink  two-tone  large 
ruffled  pansy/variable  darker  edge.  Dark 
green,  plain,  glossy.  Large 
‘Rebel’s  Iced  Kake’  (10396)  03/02/2011  (R. 
Bann)  Single-semidouble  pink  large 
star/variable  purple  fantasy;  wide  white  edge. 
Medium  green,  spooned,  glossy,  serrated/red 
back.  Large 

‘Rebel’s  Lilac  Lane’  (10397)  03/02/2011  (R. 
Bann)  Semidouble  purple  two-tone 
pansy/darker  tips  on  top  petals,  darker  edge. 
Variegated  dark  green  and  cream,  ovate. 

Large 

‘Rebel’s  Lollipop  Spinner’  (10398) 
03/02/2011  (R.  Bann)  Single-semidouble 
chimera  white  ruffled  star/fuchsia  stripe. 
Medium  green,  ovate,  quilted,  glossy, 
serrated/red  back.  Small  standard 
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Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses  -  Dolgeville,  NY 
‘Blueberry  Sprite’  (10399)  03/10/2011  (S. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single 
dark  purple  sticktite  pansy/lighter  edge. 
Medium  green,  serrated.  Semiminiature 
‘Bridal  Bouquet’  (10400)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
chimera  coral  star/blue  eye,  stripe,  fantasy. 
Dark  green,  plain/red  back.  Small  standard 
‘Comfort  Zone’  (10401)  03/10/201  1  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses) 
Semidouble  dark  pink  pansy /blue  fantasy,  red- 
violet  sparkle  band,  white  frilled  edge. 
Medium  green,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Cranberry  Night’  (10402)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
cranberry  pansy.  Medium  green,  plain, 
quilted.  Semiminiature 

‘Frosty  Bubbles’  (10403)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
coral-pink  pansy.  Crown  variegated  dark 
green,  olive  green  and  beige,  plain. 

Semiminiature 

‘Irish  Glen’  (10404)  03/10/201  1  (D. 
DiCamillo/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
white  star/green  overlay.  Medium  green, 
spooned,  quilted.  Standard 
‘Irish  Mystery’  (10405)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
white  frilled  pansy/wide  green  edge.  Medium 
green,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 
‘Lacy  Lass’  (10406)  03/10/201  1  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single¬ 
semidouble  fuchsia  star/white  fringed  edge, 
green-tipped  upper  petals.  Medium  green, 
wavy.  Large 

‘Lexi’  (10407)  03/10/2011  (P.  Sorano/Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single-semidouble 
chimera  pink  star/white  stripe.  Medium  green, 
pointed,  quilted,  serrated.  Semiminiature 
‘Life’s  Pleasures’  (10408)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single¬ 
semidouble  salmon-pink  star/blue  fantasy, 
fringed  white  edge.  Variegated  dark  green 
and  beige,  quilted,  serrated/red  back. 
Standard 


‘Little  Blue  Bandit’  (10409)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single¬ 
semidouble  dark  blue  star.  Dark  green,  heart¬ 
shaped/red  back.  Miniature 
‘Lyon’s  Black  Magic’  (10410)  03/10/2011  (S. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single¬ 
semidouble  violet-red  pansy/pink  fantasy. 
Variegated  dark  green  and  ivory,  plain.  Large 
‘Mardi  Gras  Madness’  (10411)  03/10/2011 
(P.  Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses) 
Semidouble  red-violet  star/blue  fantasy,  wide 
maroon  fringed  edge.  Variegated  dark  green, 
beige  and  light  yellow,  plain.  Large 
‘Pink  Dream’  (10412)  03/10/201  1  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single¬ 
semidouble  chimera  pink  pansy /white  stripe. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘Psychedelic  Show’  (10413)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
chimera  pink  pansy /white  stripe,  blue  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 
‘Raspberry  Sizzle’  (10414)  03/10/2011  (S. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
white  pansy/dark  raspberry  edge.  Mosaic 
variegated  light  green  and  ivory,  plain. 
Semiminiature 

‘Red  Sun  Rising’  (10415)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single¬ 
semidouble  red  frilled  star.  Variegated  dark 
green  and  beige,  quilted/red  back.  Standard 
‘ShaZam’  (10416)  03/10/201  1  (P. 

Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses) 
Semidouble  dark  blue  large  frilled  star/pink 
fantasy.  Dark  green,  quilted,  serrated.  Large 
‘Spanish  Dancer’  (10417)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Single¬ 
semidouble  plum  pansy/salmon-pink  fantasy, 
white  fringed  edge.  Dark  green,  serrated/ red 
back.  Large 

‘Strawberry  Kiss’  (10418)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
coral  frilled  star.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted, 
serrated.  Large 

‘Untamed  Heart’  (10419)  03/10/2011  (P. 
Sorano/Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses)  Double 
fuchsia  large  star/frilled  white  edge.  Medium 
green,  serrated.  Standard 
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Brown  Blossoms 


There  are  many  possible  causes  of  buds  turn¬ 
ing  brown.  Sometimes  they  actually  will  still  try 
to  open  as  a  blossom;  other  times  they  dry  up 
completely  and  never  open.  There  are  several 
causes  so  you  will  have  to  determine  yourself,  by 
careful  study  of  the  plants,  which  one  is  causing 
your  buds  to  turn  brown: 

Thrips 

These  are  tiny  insects  (1-3  mm  long)  which 
look  like  bits  of  white,  beige,  or  brown  thread 
living  primarily  in  the  blossoms  and  feeding  on 
pollen.  Inspect  the  blossoms  for  these  creatures.  If 
you  discover  them,  disbud  your  plant  (remove  all 
buds  and  blossoms)  for  at  least  60  days.  Apply 
an  insecticide  recommended  for  African  violets. 

Pesticide  Damage 

Many  pesticides  used  on  flowering  plants  will 
cause  some  bud  and  blossom  damage  on  African 
violets.  Have  you  been  using  a  pesticide  on  your 
plants?  If  so,  stop  doing  so  for  a  while  and  see  if  the 
new  buds  that  come  along  are  healthy.  If  you  deter¬ 
mine  that  this  is  the  cause,  you  may  want  to  find 
another  pesticide.  Ask  your  plant  nursery,  commercial 
growers,  or  fellow  violet  growers  for  suggestions  of 
alternative  pesticides  available  in  your  area. 


Gas  Damage 

Do  you  have  natural  gas  in  your  home?  If  you 
do,  hopefully,  you  don’t  have  a  leak.  If  you  do, 
notify  your  gas  company  immediately.  Even  trace 
amounts  of  natural  gas  in  the  air  can  damage 
African  violets,  especially  the  buds  and  bloom. 
Most  people  can  detect  natural  gas  by  the  odor  of 
methane  (rotten  egg  smell)  associated  with  it. 
Other  chemicals  which  give  off  gases  can  also 
cause  damage  to  plants.  Have  you  painted 
recently? 

Botrytis 

If  your  brown  buds  and  blossoms  have 

become  mushy,  it  might  be  Botrytis.  Botrytis  is  a 

fungus  which  appears  initially  as  white  or  grey 

mold  on  the  flowers,  and  makes  them  soft.  As  it 

causes  the  flowers  to  die,  they  will  turn  brown. 

Initially,  they  may  be  brown  and  mushy,  but 

eventually  they  dry  out  and  appear  dry  and 

brown.  If  you  do  decide  that  it  is  Botrytis,  use  a 

fungicide  suitable  for  African  violets. 

Here’s  hoping  that  you  can  determine  the 

answer  yourself  with  this  information. 

* 

From  Chatter ,  publication  of  the 

AVS  of  Canada 


Greetings  From  the  New  AVSA  Affiliate  Club  Chairman,  Rich  Follett 


Dear  AVSA  and  Affiliate  Members, 

I  am  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  serve 
AVSA  and  its  Affiliates  in  this  new  capacity.  You  may 
already  know  that  Lynne  Wilson,  the  previous 
Affiliate  Chair,  has  become  our  new  Publications 
Committee  Chair.  Lynne  has  provided  the  materials 
and  information  I  will  need  to  cany  on  the  tradition  of 
excellence  that  she  has  handed  down.  As  Affiliate 
Chair,  I  will  be  first  point  of  contact  for  those  wishing 
to  charter  a  new  AVSA  Affiliate  club,  and  a 
continuing  source  of  information,  support,  and  ideas 
for  new  and  existing  clubs.  I  will  also  maintain  the 
“Affiliates”  section  of  the  AVSA  website,  updating 
information  as  needed  to  keep  our  members  informed 
of  Affiliate  business  and  events.  I  am  very  excited  for 


the  opportunity  to  serve  as  a  liaison  between  AVSA 
and  our  Affiliate  clubs,  and  to  leam  more  about  our 
society  and  our  members. 

I  will  also  be  writing  an  Affiliates  column  for 
the  AVM.  If  your  club  has  new  information, 
success  stories,  or  fresh  growth  and  development 
ideas  to  share,  please  contact  me  by  email: 
<avsa.affifiatechairtDgmail.com>  and  I  will  spread  the 
news.  If  you  would  like  to  communicate  but  do  not 
have  an  e-mail  account,  you  may  send  AVSA-related 
conespondence  to  me  at  P.O.  Box  583,  Strasburg,  VA 
22657-2404. 1  believe  that  the  future  of  AVSA  lies  in 
the  growth  and  development  of  our  Affiliate  clubs, 
and  I  will  do  all  that  I  can  to  help  you  make  your  club 
a  success.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you! 
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REJUVENATION  IS  POSSIBLE 

By  Sue  Gardner 


I  can’t  help  you  grow  younger  -  but  I  can 
offer  some  suggestions  to  help  your  African 
violets  become  fresh  and  healthy  once  morel  Do 
your  plants  have  any  of  the  problems  listed 
below?  If  so,  try  the  suggestions  given. 

Before  you  start,  check  the  foliage  for  pests  or 
disease.  If  you  find  any,  deal  with  that  first. 
When  re-potting,  remember  to  use  a  pot  that  is 
just  a  little  larger  than  the  rootball. 

1.  Long,  Scrawny  Neck 

Remove  the  plant  from  the  pot  and  check  the 
rootball  to  ensure  the  roots  are  healthy  and  free 
of  pests.  Carefully  scrape  the  stem  of  the  plant  to 
remove  old  leaf  stubs.  Don’t  scrape  too  hard  - 
just  remove  the  stubs.  It  is  best  to  remove  some 
of  the  old  potting  mix. 

You  need  to  assess  whether  the  plant  will  sit 
at  the  correct  level  in  its  new  pot.  If  not,  you  will 
need  to  remove  some  of  the  rootball.  Cut  off  the 
section  of  rootball  with  a  sharp  knife. 

Place  the  plant  in  its  new  pot,  then  paint  the 
scraped  section  of  stem  with  rooting  powder  or 
gel.  Fill  the  pot  with  fresh  potting  mix.  Water 
sparingly.  Allow  the  plant  to  adjust  for  a  few 
days  before  placing  it  on  a  wick  watering 
reservoir. 

2.  Dirty,  Dusty  or  Droopy 

If  your  plant  is  droopy,  it  may  be  dry.  If  so, 
water  a  little  at  a  time  until  it  perks  up.  The 
rootball  may  be  diseased  or  contain  soil  mealy¬ 
bugs.  If  this  is  the  case,  take  a  crown  cutting  (as 
discussed  below  in  section  5). 

If  your  plant  has  been  neglected  for  a  while,  it 
will  have  accumulated  dust  and  dirt  on  the 
foliage  and  probably  needs  to  be  cleaned.  Brush 
the  leaves  free  of  dust  with  a  soft  paintbrush.  If 
necessary,  wash  the  foliage  under  gently  run¬ 
ning,  tepid  water.  You  will  need  to  cover  the 


potting  mix  with  plastic  to  prevent  it  becoming 
waterlogged. 

3.  Old,  Sad  Leaves 

If  your  plant  has  old  sad  looking  leaves,  check 
the  rootball  for  mealy  bug  or  rot.  If  the  roots  are 
healthy,  the  old  leaves  are  best  removed.  This 
will  no  doubt  leave  the  plant  with  a  neck!  Re-pot 
it  as  discussed  above. 

4.  Pale  and  Uninteresting 

This  problem  is  usually  caused  by  old  potting 
mix  that  needs  replacing.  The  pH  of  the  mix  is 
probably  acid  if  you  have  not  re-potted  for  some 
time.  Remove  any  yellow  outside  leaves  and  re¬ 
pot  as  discussed  above.  Make  sure  to  remove  as 
much  of  the  old  potting  mix  as  you  can. 

5.  Multicrowned 

If  you  have  been  naughty  and  not  removed 
side  shoots  as  they  form,  your  plant  will  have 
grown  several  crowns!  Carefully  remove  each 
side  shoot,  leaving  the  central  crown.  Each  of 
these  side  shoots  can  be  planted.  The  original 
plant  will  no  doubt  look  bad,  but  if  you  remove 
most  of  the  outside  leaves,  you  can  pot  it  down 
as  discussed  in  section  1 .  If  the  neck  is  too  long, 
you  need  to  take  a  crown  cutting. 

If  you  are  too  frightened  to  take  a  crown 
cutting,  you  can  allow  new  roots  to  grow  from 
the  stem  as  follows. 

Build  up  the  potting  mix  to  cover  the  scraped 
stem.  The  potting  mix  can  be  held  in  place  with  a 
piece  of  plastic.  When  roots  have  grown  from  the 
bare  stem,  you  can  then  remove  the  lower  root- 
ball,  leaving  the  new  root  system. 

If  you  follow  the  above  suggestions,  your 
plant  will  become  young  and  vibrant  again. 
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Sinningia 
‘ Ozark 
Rosy  Tiger 

Exhibited  and 
Hybridized  by: 

Davis  Harris 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Silverglade 

Puff's 

Exhibited  by: 

Donna  Brining 

Hybridized  by: 

S.  Harrison 

Miniature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl 

Best  Unusual  Container 
Exhibited  by:  Lynn  Allen 
Hybridized  by:  D.  Ness 
Semiminiature 
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HOW  TO  SEPARATE  PLANTLETS 

By  Sue  Gardner 


Putting  down  a  leaf  to  obtain  baby  plants  is  a 
satisfying  way  to  obtain  new  varieties.  One 
advantage  is  that  the  new  plants  are  used  to 
your  environment  and  do  not  need  to  spend 
energy  adapting.  Also,  you  can  obtain  several 
plants  from  one  leaf,  enabling  you  to  sell  or 
give  some  away. 

When  your  leaf  has  produced  plantlets  about 
3cm  (1.18”)  high,  you  can  safely  transplant 
them.  Of  course  you  may  wait  until  they  are 
taller  and  stronger  -  it  is  alright  to  leave  them 
until  about  8cm  (3.15”)  high.  (If  the  baby 
plants  are  not  sturdy,  cut  off  the  top  half  of  the 
mother  leaf  to  stimulate  their  growth,  and  then 
wait  a  few  weeks  before  potting  up.) 

Examine  the  plantlets  to  see  if 
there  are  two  center  leaves 
of  reasonable  size  in  at 
least  two  of  them.  You  may 
have  to  wait  until  the  centers 
develop  before  transplant¬ 
ing.  The  centers  do  not 
develop  well  if  they  are  not  properly  formed 
before  transplanting.  If  centers  are  not  properly 
formed,  fertilizer  salts  can  accumulate  and  burn 
off  tiny  center  leaves  as  they  form. 


Plantlet  with  center  leaves: 


Plantlet  with 
undeveloped  center: 


Plantlets  will  separate  more 
easily  if  the  potting  mix  is  allowed  to 
dry  out  a  little. 

1.  Spread  newspaper  on  your  bench  and 
remove  the  clump  of  plantlets  from  the  pot.  If 
it  does  not  come  out  easily,  use  a  skewer 
poked  through  a  hole  on  the  bottom  or  side 
of  the  pot  to  gently  lever  it  out. 

2.  Assess  your  clump  -  choose  to  keep  only  the 


strong  healthy  plantlets.  Be  ruthless!  It  is 
better  to  have  sturdy  plants  than  weak  ones. 
Anyway,  how  many  of  the  one  variety  do 
you  really  want?  It  restricts  the  number  of 
varieties  you  can  grow  if  you  have  too  many 
of  one. 

3.  Collect  enough  small  pots  5-7. 5cm  (2-3”)  to 
match  the  number  of  baby  plants  you  wish 
to  transplant.  Write  the  date  and  name  of  the 
variety  on  the  side  of  the  pots;  place  an 
acrylic  wick  through  a  hole  in  the  bottom  of 
each  one  and  add  moist  African  violet 
potting  mix. 

4.  Make  a  hole  in  the  potting  mix  large  enough 
to  contain  the  roots  of  the  plantlet,  place  it  in 
the  hole  and  fill  with  more  mix.  If  the 
plantlet  is  wobbly  in  the  pot,  use  a  couple  of 
hairpins  to  hold  one  or  more  leaves  steady. 

Hairpin  is  pinning  a  peti¬ 
ole  to  stabilize  plantlet  in 
pot. 

5.  Gently  brush  any  potting 

* 

mix  from  the  leaves. 

6.  Water  plantlet  sparingly 
and  place  on  reservoir. 

7.  Place  in  a  warm,  well-lit  position.  If  your 
plantlet  has  very  little  root,  do  not  fertilize  for 
a  few  weeks  and  then  only  use  very  diluted 
solution  until  plant  starts  to  grow.  Fertilizer 
salts  build  up  when  the  plant  has  insufficient 
root  ball  to  absorb  them. 

If  your  plant  suffers  transplant  shock  (usually 
shown  by  drooping),  enclose  in  a  plastic  bag  or 
container  covered  with  clear  plastic  film  for  a  few 
days. 

When  the  plantlet  is  established  in  the  pot, 
resume  normal  strength  fertilizer  in  reservoir. 
(1/8  tsp  solid  fertilizer  in  2  liters  (1/2  gal.)  water. 
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Save  the  "W" ild  Saintpaulia 

Will  the  Wild  Aft  •i ca  n  Violet  S urvi ye  ? 

"X  .  "T" ild  iSaintpaulia  species  are  found  only  in  a  very 
VY  limited  kabitat  in  a  kandful  ol  mountain  and 
coastal  rainforests  known  by  scientists  as  tbe  Eastern 
Arc.  Muck  ol  tl  ie  Arc  ramlorests  kave  keen  destroyed 
by  man. 

The  All  lain  Rainforest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  habitat. 
You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

$5  o.oo  -  Contributor 
$ioo.oo  -  Rafild  (Friend) 

$2$o  .oo  -  Ndugu  (C  omrade) 

$s  oo.oo  -  Bwana  an  Bibi  (P  a  tron) 
$1,000.00  Ml  ldadi  (Conservator) 

$5  ,000.00  M  ezi  (Guardian) 


Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  made  to: 

African  Runtorest  Conservancy’  6Co  Broadway  Suite  202 
New  York,  NY  10012 


fPatty  A  fPCante  <£  (Zntiqued 

9G  Si<Mc  751 
920  ^imingten 
Winfield ,  !KanAcu>  67156 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 
Begonias  &  Ferns 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
web  site: www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 

Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  Dept  AV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

African  Violets,  Aeschynanthus,  Chiritas,  Codonanthe,  Columneas, 
Episcias,  Hoyas,  Kohlerias,  Nematanthus,  Orchids, 

Petrocosmeas,  Rex  Begonias,  Streptocarpus, 
other  assorted  Gesneriads, 

And  much  more! 

To  receive  our  2011  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  Mountains! 

Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 


W/jr/MA 


To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at: 


www.lyndonlyon.com 


i 
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JoS  Violets 

(yfffys  J  African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 

www.josviolets.com  or 

send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr 

Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344 

josviolets  @  yahoo.com 

The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway 

Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

(303)761-1770  Established  1969 

\lr 

See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 

www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 

PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens* 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


4 

MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


^  PHYSAN  20 


^elective 
'Qardener_ 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 
For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


Oyama 

Self-Watering  Planters 


DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


r  eSt'eTla</,Q 

Or  K&r 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthus,  Chirita,  Columnea,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1 122  E  Pike 
Street.  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world's 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  1 2  =  $76.86  24  =  $1 44.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted 

74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37”  H  x  27"  W  x  1 2"  D 


Buckeye  &  Bluegrass  Violets 

New  Releases  for  2011 
Buckeye  Openly  Irish,  Buckeye  Too 
Tempting,  Buckeye  Ticker  Tape, 
Buckeye  Tornado 

2011  color  catalog  $3.00  USA/$5.00  other 
PayPal  orders  -  pat.hancock@hughes.net 
Mail  Orders:  Buckeye  Violets 
7132  Shurtz  Rd 
Middletown,  OH  45042 
(513)  425-0308 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


yyvtd  Greeg^ 


Apex,  NC 

Qr  At  the  Peak  of  Violetry 


\ 

o 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 


919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Patricia  Bell 
33  Ash  Crescent 
St  Albert,  Alberta  T8N  3J6 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Violet  Gallery 

Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Species, 
Vintage  Varieties  &  Supplies 

Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures.  A  pdf 
version  of  our  print  catalog  is  available  online.  Or  send  $3  for 
our  printed  catalog  with  descriptions  only. 

Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  violetgallery@embarqmail.com  Ph.717-528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1372S. Kentwood  Ave.  Pricelist:  $1.00 

Springfield,  MO  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 

WWW.AFRICANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 
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The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 
Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US  funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manufacturers  $2.50 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 

Order  Online:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com 
Talk  with  us:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com/blog 

Order  by  Mail:  9766  Grandview  Drive 
St  Louis,  MO  63132 


-  Oyama  Pots 

•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 

-  Wick  Saucers 

sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 

-  AgroSun  Light 

Rated  #1  in  tests. 

Bulbs 

•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available. 

-  Self-watering  Pots 

-  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG 

-  Leaf  Rings 

440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 

TravisNioIets. 

P.  O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2011  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’  VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 

Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Or  chi  d  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
as  an  information  exchange  platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


'Bum 


cu  n 


Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  1 1 1 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 


^cinS  'lAJorhshof) 

Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 

941  FM  2377  -bavidon 


Red  Oak.  Texas  75154  (972)  617-1186 

Fax  (972)  617-1 198  email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


e 

OUR  38TH  YEAR 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 


For  CATALOG  in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


"Violet  Barn 

1 0-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 

Violet,  Gesneriads,  Unusual  houseplants.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

Ma's  Enchantress.  Lightly  ruffled,  large  dbl. 
pink  stars  with  blue-purple  fantasy.  Quilted, 
nicely  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 
Ma's  Frozen  Pond.  Large  fully  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  and  variable  green  hues.  Quilted, 
wavy,  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 
Ma's  Butterfly  Garden.  Sdbl.  white  pansies 
with  light  pink  hues,  dark  purple  fantasy 
edges,  and  lightly  ruffled  pencil  edge  of 
white/green.  Variegated  foliage.  $ 7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

Rob's  Afghanistan  Banana  Stand.  Large, 
sparkling  blue  sdbl.  stars  with  white  pin- 
wheel  stripes.  Green  and  gold  variegated 
foliage.  Spectacular  semimini  chimera 
$20.00  (available  April  1) 

Rob's  Itchy  Britches.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  are 
edged  in  pink  with  blue  speckles.  Wavy, 
green  and  white  variegated  mini.  $6.00 
Rob's  Knickers.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  edged 
in  blue.  Wavy,  variegated  mini.  $6.00 
Rob's  Zipper  Zapper.  Large  deep  pink  sdbl. 
stars  with  wide  banding  of  fuchsia-purple. 
Dark,  pointed  semimini  foliage.  Great!  $6.00 

...plus  'Rob's  Lucky  Number',  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  the  2010  AVSA  National  Show! 

Hundreds  more  on  our  website  and  catalog. 
Other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each 
Other  mini  and  strep  varieties  at  $5.00  each 


NEW  STREPTOCARPUS 

Bristol's  Cool  Breeze.  Silvery- la  vender  fringed 
blooms  with  large  lemon-yellow  throat  $6.00 
Bristol's  Hollihock.  Huge  carmine-pink  blooms 
with  darker  horizontal  streaks  on  large  white 
throat.  Impressive!  $7.00 
Bristol's  Lipstick.  Deep,  intense,  hot-hot  pink 
with  very  bright,  yellow  throat.  Wow!  $6.00 
Bristol's  Raspberry  Royale.  Deep  ruby  upper 
lobes,  dusty-pink  lower  lobes  frosted  ruby 
then  banded  in  darker  red.  $6.00 
Bristol's  Tap  Dance.  Upper  petals  blush  white, 
tipped  purple,  lower  petals  dark  purple-red, 
then  edged  blush  white.  Striking.  $6.00 

NEW  VIOLETS  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

Capricorn  (Kozerog).  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  lilac-blue 
stars  with  coral-red  fantasy.  $8.00 
DEO  Star  Special  Forces  (Zvezdnyi  Desant).  Sdbl. 
coral-pink  ruffled  stars  w/purple  fantasy 
$7.00 

EK  Coral  Fish  (Korallovaia  Rybka).  Large  sdbl. 

to  dbl.  deep  coral,  darker  reddish  tips.  $7.00 
Home  Salmon  (Losos'  Domashnii).  Dbl.  bright 
coral-salmon  $7.00 

Sagittarius  Elite  (Strelets  El  it).  Large  dbl.  violet- 
purple  with  coral-pink  fantasy  $8.00 
LE  Sea  of  Happiness  (More  Schast'ia).  Sdbl.  to 
dbl.  large  blue  star,  wavy  white  edges.  $7.00 
RS  Colorful  Bird  (Raznoperistaia  Ptichka).  Sdbl. 
white  star  w/pink  patches,  blue  fantasy.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  from  Russian  hybridizers! 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS,  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcia,  Coiumnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

Prices:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  15,  add  $12  for  shipping  (if  ordering  from  ad) 

We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  website  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $40  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME  -  SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW. VIOLETBARN.COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  12-5  pm 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  pm.  Web-orders  anytime! 
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FOR  ACCURATE  SEBMCE 


AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 
Ji^E^^YO^INQW^S  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:" Monday-’ Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  - 
4:00  p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA-  formew- or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  $trpet,  Beaumont,  TX 
77702;  phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in-U.S.  dollars  with 
draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership 
Application.  Master  Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc,com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to 
organize  a  chapter,  write  Lynne  Wilson,  645  Hudson  Ave., 
Tampa,  FL  33606.  Email  wilsonav@tampabay.rr.com 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Elmer  Godeny, 
11473  Denham  Rd.,  Gonzales,  LA  70737. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest  Dr.,  Colfax, 
CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention  entries  or  sales  room, 
contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email  <dynn_lombard@woiidnetatLnet> 
CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valornet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop 
programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti,  Convention 
Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annandale,  MN  55302,  Email 
<lahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national 
convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Detroit,  MI  June  3-10, 
2012,  Austin,  TX  May  26-June  2,  2013. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send 
request  to  Ruth  Loomis,  Email  <ruthloomis@msn.com>.  A 
registration  fee  of  $15  is  required. 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  If  you  have  ideas  for 
a  library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas, 
3113  Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 


PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-2667.  E-mail  <janice@qwip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to:  Meredith 
Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY. 

NEW  PRICES  FOR  AVSA  ROSETTES,  EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY  1,  2012:  SSA  Packet  with  no  rosettes  $5.00. 
Orders  for  rosettes  must  be  specific  as  to  which  is  needed- 
standard,  species,  mini-semi,  they  may  be  mixed,  color  and 
size  all  same  price.  All  rosettes  are  $5.00  each  added  to 
price  of  SSA  packet. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or  mechanical, 
without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of 
AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without  Editor’s  permission. 
AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont, 
TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  E-mail 
<nnmsey@earthlink.net>. 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND  MEMORI¬ 
ALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1. 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar. 
issue  -  Jan.  1 ;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July  issue  -  May  1 ;  Sept, 
issue  -  July  1 ;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1 . 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast.net>  (Ad  rates  on  web  site: 
AVSA.org)  (541)  926-8116. 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/Apr.  issue  -  Jan.  1;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July/Aug.  issue 
-  May  1;  Sept./Oct,  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 
BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA 
office  in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization, 
at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 

Subscription  $30.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  2009  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their 
own  and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
opinion  of  AVSA. 
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President’s  Message  51 7  E.  Elm  St.  •  Ravenwood,  MO  64479 

By  Linda  Hall,  President  Email:  ladylindal21@hotmail.com 


In  Missouri,  where  I  live,  the 
summer  has  been  extremely  hot  and 
dry.  I  hope  yours  has  been  a  little  more 
comfortable  and  cooler,  and  that  your 
African  violets  and  gesneriads  fared 
well.  As  I  said  in  my  last  message,  I 
retired  in  June  and  have  been 
pampering  my  plants  ever  since.  They 
have  not  looked  this  good  in  two 
years!  They  are  dancing  around  the 
plant  room,  and  the  noise  is  keeping  me  up  at 
night! 

I  have  even  had  the  time  to  make  a  list  of  all 
the  plants  in  my  plant  room.  Now,  when  I  go  to  a 
show  and  sale,  I  won’t  buy  the  same  plants  over 
and  over  again.  (This  is  way  too  much 
organization!)  This  falls  under  “one  of  the  things 
I  have  always  wanted  to  do,  but  never  had  the 
time.” 

I  have  a  request  of  you.  The  office  is  in  need  of 
a  new  server,  a  refrigerator,  and  a  desk  chair.  The 
price  tag  on  these  three  items  is  about  $1,000.00 
total.  If  you  would  like  to  help  with  these 
purchases,  please  send  your  donation  to  the 
Booster  Fund  (address  in  on  the  inside  front 
cover  of  this  magazine)  to  cover  the  cost  of  these 


new  items  for  the  office.  I  know  the 
office  staff  will  appreciate  it.  Thank  you 
in  advance  for  your  generosity. 

Do  you  know  a  member  of  your 
club  who  is  always  working  hard  to 
make  the  club  a  success?  Why  not 
nominate  them  for  the  Hudson 
Memorial  Award  for  Affiliate 
Leadership.  Contact  Marge  Savage, 
savagetom@grandecom.net,  for  details. 
I  know  she  would  be  pleased  to  receive  your 
nomination. 

Ruth  Rumsey,  our  AVM  Editor,  is  always 
looking  for  new  articles  for  the  magazine.  If  you 
have  had  an  unusual  violet  experience,  why  not 
write  about  it?  We  are  all  interested  in  reading 
about  other  growers’  experiences.  Maybe  you 
have  a  unique  tool  or  unusual  method  for 
growing  that  could  help  other  growers.  Let’s  read 
about  it  in  the  AVM.  You  can  email  your  articles 
to  Ruth.  Her  address  is  on  page  4. 

Now  that  I  have  asked  you  all  to  do  your  part, 
I  will  do  the  same! 

Happy  growing! 

Linda 


AVSA  2012  Calendar 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey>  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Thank  you  so  much  for  all  the 
kind  words  about  the  July/ August 
issue  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine! 

I  was  pleased  to  hear  in  phone  calls 
and  read  in  emails,  how  much  you 
appreciated  the  publication  of  the 
articles  and  photos  on  how  to  prevent 
and  recognize  the  symptoms  of 
Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot  Virus.  I  had 
been  planning  on  addressing  INSV  for 
many  months  before  going  to  press. 

Fortunately,  there  were  several  people 
doing  research  on  not  only  the  vims,  but  also  the 
symptoms  and  important  methods  of  prevention. 

1  must  thank  Georgene  Albrecht  and  Pat 
Hancock  for  all  of  their  research  and  for  sharing 
it  in  clear,  concise  articles.  Manv  of  our  readers 
appreciated  the  color  photos  (pages  36  &  37)  of 
diseased  plants,  where  the  symptoms  are  very 
clear.  Remember,  these  symptoms  are  most  visi¬ 
ble  as  temperatures  rise.  Controlling  the  vectors 
that  spread  diseases  such  as  INSV,  and  isolation 
of  all  new  plants  are  essential  in  preventing  viral 
infections  in  your  plant  collection. 

Attending  the  Philadelphia  convention  was  a 
wonderful  experience,  and  I’ve  included  many 
snapshots  in  this  issue.  My  friends  Patricia  Bell 


and  Linda  Lockwood  agreed  in 
Philadelphia,  to  write  a  “convention 
review’’  for  the  AVM.  Part  1  is  on 
page  28,  and  these  ladies  do  a  great 
job  of  convincing  others  to  join  us  at 
the  next  convention  in  Detroit,  2012! 

In  my  haste  to  get  the  July /August 
2011  AVM  out  on  time  after  return¬ 
ing  from  the  convention,  I  inadver¬ 
tently  left  out  the  Planting  by  Moon 
Signs.  We  heard  from  a  handful  of 
members  wondering  why  they  were 
not  included,  and  I  emailed  copies  of  the  planting 
charts  to  a  few  people. 

I  would  like  to  encourage  those  of  you  who 
plant  by  the  Moon  Signs,  to  purchase  your  own 
copy  of  Llewellyn’s  Moon  Sign  Book.  It  retails  for 
$10.99  in  the  US,  $12.50  in  Canada,  and  is  Filled 
with  other  information,  including  a  gardening 
guide.  The  new  book  comes  out  every  year  and 
is  carried  by  most  of  the  chain  bookstores,  or  can 
be  ordered  through  the  Llewellyn  Company: 
www.llewellyn.com,  or  (877)  639-9753.  The 
ISBN  is  978-0-7387-1 133-1. 


Website  Update: 


AVSA  thanks  our  members  for  their  patience, 
and  wants  you  to  know  that  redevelopment  of 
the  new  AVSA  website  is  underway  and  we 
hope  to  have  it  completed  soon.  Although  it 


was  necessary  to  Find  a  new  hosting  site  and 
deal  with  unexpected  issues,  progress  is  being 
made.  Again,  thank  you  for  your  patience  and 
understanding. 


The  new  UPDATED  Handbook for  Growers,  Exhibitors,  and  Judges, 

is  now  available  through  the  AVSA  Office. 
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AVSA  HONOR  ROLL  OF 
AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


Floyd  Lawson 
20917  Madrona  Av 
Torrance,  CA  90503 


1997 

Ode  to  Beauty  #7677 
(Cox/B.  Johnson) 

Picasso  #6924  (M.  Tbemblay) 

1998 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue  #8136  (D.  Ness) 
International  n/r  (B.  Johnson) 

1999 

Milky  Way  TVail  #7469  (J.  Stahl) 
Ness’  Satin  Rose  #8144  (D.  Ness) 

2000 

Powwow  #7708  (K.  Stork) 

Rob’s  Sticky  Wicket  #6467 
(R.  Robinson) 


2001 

Windy  Day  #7719  (Stork/Boone) 

2002 

There  were  no  2002  additions  to 
the  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets 

2003 

Rainbow’s  Quiet  Riot 
(R.  Wasmund) 

2004 

Frozen  in  Time  #9167  (S.  Sorano) 
Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet  #8479 
(R.  Wilson) 

2005 

Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake  #8695 
(R.  Bann) 


2006 

There  were  no  2006  additions  to 
the  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets 

2007 

ACA'S  Red  Ember  #8732 
(J.  Brownlie) 

2008 

Blue  Dragon  #9516  (LLyon 
Greenhouses/P.  Sorano) 

2009 

Bob  Serbin  #8292  (J.  Brownlie) 

2011 

Plumberry  Glow  (9187)  (Lyndon 
Lyon  Greenhouses/Sorano) 

Aca’s  Red  Ember  (8732) 

(J.  Brownlie) 


To  see  the  Honor  Roll  listings  from  1960  -  1998,  refer  to 
pages  26  &  27  of  the  May /June  2000  AVM. 

To  be  in  the  Honor  Roll  of  African  Violets ,  a  variety  must  have  appeared  in  the 

Best  Varieties  list for  three  consecutive  years. 

(Minor  editorial  changes  have  been  made  on  some  of  the  above  cultivars 

for  compliance  with  the  current  MVL) 


AVSA  LIBRARY  ORDERS 

All  AVSA  Library  requests  must  be  made  in  writing.  After  you  have 
emailed  <avsa@earthlink.net>,  faxed  (409)  839-4329,  or  sent  your 
request  by  postal  service  (AVSA,  2375  North  St.,  Beaumont,  TX  77702), 
you  will  receive  a  confirmation  from  the  AVSA  Office.  If  you  do  not 
receive  a  confirmation  within  THREE  WEEKS,  it  is  YOUR  responsibility 
to  check  with  the  office  and  make  sure  that  your  request  has  been 
received.  THE  AVSA  Library  Complete  List  of  Rentals  can  now  be  found 

on  the  AVSA  web  site  <www.avsa.org>. 
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In  Search  of  New  Violets 

Dr.  Jeff  Smithy  The  Indiana  Academy 


Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 

Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


Sometimes  a  conversation  with  a 
new  grower  can  cause  a  person  to 
rethink  what  you  thought  you  knew 
about  a  topic.  This  grower  had  the 
idea  that  they  could  develop  smaller 
and  smaller  African  violets  by 
choosing  small  leaves  for  their  leaf 
cuttings.  The  idea  was  that  several 
generations  of  selection  for  smaller 
leaves  used  to  produce  new  baby 
plants  would  eventually  reduce  the 
overall  size  of  the  plants.  In  other  words,  you 
could  “miniaturize”  a  current  hybrid  by  using 
only  small  leaves  for  reproducing  it  through  leaf 
cuttings. 

At  first  I  dismissed  the  idea.  Reproducing 
through  leaves  is  asexual  reproduction,  and  by 
definition,  the  plantlets  or  offspring  should  be 
identical  clones  to  the  original  parent.  It  shouldn’t 
matter  if  the  starting  leaf  was  large  or  small;  the 
resulting  babies  would  have  the  same  DNA  and 
should  grow  to  the  same  size.  The  idea  just 
simply  wouldn’t  work. 

After  a  little  more  reflection  and  explanation 
on  “why  this  won’t  work”  to  the  new  grower,  I 
realized  that  science  now  knows  that  environ¬ 
mental  factors  can  change  the  expression  of  the 
DNA  without  actually  changing  the  DNA  code 
through  mutation.  Environmental  factors,  for 
example,  can  cause  certain  areas  of  the  DNA  to 
shut  down  or  change  expression.  This  is  a  rela¬ 
tively  new  area  of  genetics  called  “epigenetics”. 
Experiments  in  this  area  have  clearly  shown  that 
diet  changes  can  affect  clones  of  mice  for  several 
generations,  even  after  the  diet  change  has  been 
corrected. 

So  why  couldn’t  selection  for  small  leaves  for 
several  generations  of  leaf  cuttings  eventually 
produce  smaller  plants?  Perhaps  the  smaller 
leaves  could  have  had  their  DNA  expressions  or 
epigenetics  altered  by  their  small  size  and  the 
trait  passed  on  to  their  offspring.  While  I  am  still 
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skeptical  that  the  idea  would  work,  it 
would  be  interesting  to  try  a  set  of 
parallel  experiments  to  find  out.  One 
experiment  would  select  for  small 
leaves  for  leaf  cuttings  every 
generation.  The  second  experiment 
would  select  for  the  largest  leaf  to  be 
used  for  leaf  cuttings.  After  several 
generations  of  selection,  the  babies 
could  be  grown  in  identical  conditions 
and  their  sizes  compared.  Who  really 
knows?  Perhaps  the  leaf  size  used  in  the  taking 
leaf  cuttings  could  make  a  difference. 

If  anyone  has  tried  an  experiment  like  this  or 
has  opinions  and  thoughts  about  how  it  might 
work,  I’d  be  curious  to  hear  from  you  and  what 
kind  of  results  you  obtained. 

Q:  Eve  seen  some  African  Primroses  or 
Streptocarpus  cultivars  that  have  good 
yellow  color  in  their flowers .  Since  African 
violets  are  supposed  to  be  closely  related 
to  Streptocarpus ,  does  this  suggest  that 
better  yellow  flowered  African  violets  are 
in  our  future? 

A;  Yes,  African  violets  are  very  closely  related 
to  Streptocarpus  and  their  genetics  of  flower 
color  in  both  plants  are  very  similar.  Some  of  the 
Dibley’s  hybrids  that  I’ve  seen  and  grown 
recently  do  have  very  good  yellow  colors.  ‘Seren’ 
is  a  purple/yellow  combination  that  reminds  me 
of  many  of  the  early  Senk  yellow  flowered 
African  violets.  Dibley’s  ‘Alissa’  is  a  very  nice 
yellow  with  the  color  extending  over  the  entire 
flower.  The  color  is  somewhat  temperature 
dependent  with  stronger  color  showing  when  the 
plant  is  grown  cool.  This  is  similar  to  what  I’ve 
observed  in  yellow  color  in  African  violets.  The 
breakthroughs  in  good  yellow  color  in 
Streptocarpus  do  bode  well  that  similar  color 
achievements  will  eventually  be  made  in  African 
violets. 
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Q:  Where  did  the  genes  for  small  plant 
size  in  our  minis  and  semi-minis  originate? 
Aren’t  all  the  wild  Saintpaulia  species 
plants  large  growing ? 

A:  No,  not  all  of  the  wild  Saintpaulia  species 
are  large  growing  plants.  Two  species  that  are  not 
available  in  cultivation,  5.  inconspicua  and  5. 
pusilla,  are  both  miniatures.  The  species  5. 
shumensis  that  is  in  cultivation  is  a  semi-mini. 
There  is  some  suggestion  that  this  plant  might 
have  been  used  by  hybridizers  to  reduce  plant 
size  in  the  early  days.  Some  of  the  clones  of  5. 
ionantha  such  as  S.  5c2.  cl.  diplotricha  Uppsala 
3085  and  5.  5cl.  cl.  ionantha  930919  are  minis. 
These  plants  have  not  been  crossed  with  modern 
hybrids  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  but  their 
presence  strongly  suggests  that  genes  for  minia¬ 
tures  have  been  present  in  the  wild  species  from 
the  start. 

Some  of  the  early  “miniatures”  in  cultivated 
African  violets  (1940’s  and  1950’s)  wouldn’t 
qualify  as  minis  today  as  the  definition  of  what  is 
a  “miniature”  has  changed  in  the  AVSA  rules 
over  the  years.  Many  of  the  early  “miniatures” 
were  plants  with  the  girl  foliage  mutation.  This 
mutation  tends  to  not  only  change  the  shape  of 
the  leaf,  but  it  also  reduces  the  plant  size.  Plants 
that  are  homozygous  for  the  mutation  are  further 
reduced  in  size  and  approach  the  current  minia¬ 
ture  size  limits.  However,  the  girl  mutation  is 
very  difficult  to  grow  well,  and  other  sources  for 
small  plants  were  actively  sought. 

I  suspect  that  the  modern  origins  of  minis  and 


semi-minis  were  due  to  selection  by  hybridizers 
for  plants  with  smaller  size.  The  genes  for 
smaller  size  were  probably  floating  around  in  the 
gene  pool  from  the  wild  species,  but  it  took 
selection  by  the  hybridizers  to  really  pull  the  trait 
out,  select  for  it,  and  fix  it  into  our  modern 
cultivars. 

Q:  I  was  intrigued  by  the  picture  of 
' Dark  Night  of  the  Soul’  in  the  May /June 
201 1  African  Violet  Magazine .  Is  this 
really  a  “black”  African  violet? 

A:  George  McDonald  who  is  the  hybridizer  of 
‘Dark  Night  of  the  Soul’  shared  pictures  of  this 
plant  with  me  shortly  after  it  bloomed.  It  is  one  of 
the  closest  to  “black”  that  I’ve  seen  for  African 
violets.  Surprisingly,  it  came  out  of  much  lighter 
colored  plants  from  George’s  work  with  corals 
and  coral  reds.  It  appears  to  be  a  very  dark  coral 
red/coral  blue  blend  or  dark  red  violet  in  color. 
While  I  had  seen  plants  of  this  shade  before  (the 
late  Bill  Johnson  showed  me  one  about  20  years 
ago),  they  never  really  caught  on.  Plants  of 
similar  color  have  been  available  in  dahlias, 
pansies,  iris,  and  other  plants  for  some  time.  For 
example,  one  of  the  newest  black  flowered  plants 
for  2011  is  in  petunias,  with  several  cultivars 
being  released.  George  has  been  very  excited 
about  this  color  and  hopes  to  have  an  even 
darker  flowered  plant  to  release  at  the  2011 
AVSA  convention.  Black  is  certainly  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  color  for  African  violets,  and  1  hope  the 
new  cultivars  will  gain  some  popularity. 
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Coming  Events  Deadlines 


January  Issue  -  November  1 


July  Issue  -  May  1 


March  Issue  -  January  1  September  Issue  -  July  1 
May  Issue  -  March  1  November  Issue  -  September  1 
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3610  Gray  Drive  •  Mesquite,  TX  75150 
Email:  lbpfoster@sbcglobal.net 


Shows  and  Judges 

Bill  Foster \  Shows  and  Judges  Committee 


The  convention  in  Cherry  Hill  was 
great!  It  was  a  large  and  beautiful 
show,  and  our  hosts,  African  Violet 
Society  of  Springfield,  are  to  be 
commended  for  a  job  well  done. 

Congratulations  to  our  new  president, 

Linda  Hall  of  Missouri.  She  is  our 
only  new  Master  Judge  for  2011. 

We  hope,  before  too  long,  that  we 
will  have  an  updated  Judges  List  and  the 
capability  of  updating  every  time  there  is  a  new 
school.  In  the  meantime,  if  you  need  to  know  if  a 
judge  is  current,  e-mail  me.  My  file  is  up  to  date. 

A  new  Handbook  was  offered  for  sale  at  the 
convention  and  is  available  from  the  AVSA  office. 
There  were  some  complaints  as  to  why  we  came 
out  with  a  new  edition  after  only  four  years.  Our 
supply  was  exhausted  and  we  had  to  reprint.  We 
felt,  with  changes  to  the  other  gesneriad  and 
species  sections,  plus  changes  made  since  2007, 
we  should  include  all  the  changes  in  the  new 
printing.  For  those  wishing  to  purchase  the  cor¬ 
rections  only,  arrangements  can  be  made  for  that. 

Here  are  a  couple  of  corrections  for  the  new 
Handbook:  Page  68  -  Eliminate  the  entire  state¬ 
ment  about  small  flower  arrangements  and 
replace  it  with-  flower  arrangements  may  be  any 
size.  However,  overall  dimensions  or  niche  size,  if 
staged  in  a  niche,  should  be  stated  in  the  sched¬ 
ule  for  each  arrangement  class.  Page  70  -  Under 
OTHER  JUDGING  CONSIDERATIONS,  remove  the 
word  “small”  before  Arrangements;  also  remove 
the  word  “small”  after  the  word  “judging”. 

The  Judges  Breakfast  is  always  a  lively 
session.  Here  are  some  questions  and  answers 
from  that  meeting: 

Q.  Please  discuss  how  to  judge  Optimara 
NeverFloris.  It  appears  to  have  a  few 
blooms  that  eventually  open  into  semi 
double  green  balls,  but  most  remain  closed 
forever.  A.  AVSA  rules  allow  25  points  for 
quantity  of  bloom.  However,  only  open  blooms 


count  so  it  would  be  difficult  for  a  plant 
to  score  more  than  a  white  ribbon. 
NeverFloris  is  a  novelty  plant  and 
should  be  grown  as  such. 

Q.  Why  do  the  judges  not  write 
comments  on  red  and  white 
ribbon  entries?  Judges  should  write 
comments.  However,  in  a  large  show, 
like  the  convention,  time  is  a  factor. 

O.  In  a  12"  container  garden,  how  tall 
should  the  primary  line  material  be?  It  is  up 
to  the  designer.  Some  designers  feel  that  it  should 
be  1  1/2  times  the  diameter  of  the  container,  if 
the  container  is  a  dish  garden.  However,  this  is 
not  a  rule. 

Q.  What  is  the  purpose  of  returning  the 
AVSA  Collection  score  sheets  with  the  SSA 
papers?  Would  it  not  be  more  beneficial  to 
the  exhibitor  to  know  how  their  plants 
scored?  The  score  sheets  are  part  of  the  records 
that  are  kept  for  a  while.  The  scores  are  checked 
for  correctness.  You  might  be  surprised  at  how 
often  judges  make  mistakes  in  calculating  the 
scores  for  the  awards.  When  errors  are  found,  the 
judges  and  the  exhibitor  are  notified,  and  awards 
are  given  to  the  winning  exhibitor. 

0.  I  know  you  had  said  this  a  thousand 
times,  but  why  is  it  absolutely  imperative 
that  judges  point  score  every  plant  being 
considered  for  a  special  award?  How  should 
the  judges’  chair  handle  it  if  this  is  not  done?  The 
judges’  chair  has  the  authority  to  question  the 
judges  if  mles  are  not  followed.  If  judges  fail  to 
follow  the  Riles,  they  can  be  reported  to  the  S&J 
Committee  and  could  possibly  be  suspended  from 
judging.  Also,  you  do  not  have  to  ask  these 
judges  to  serve  as  your  judges  again.  Judges 
scoring  collections  need  to  be  very  careful  and 
use  fractions.  You  should  not  have  a  lot  of 
exhibits  with  the  same  score! 

Q.  There  was  a  complaint  at  a  recent 
show  that  plants  in  a  collection  were  not 
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placed  in  the  same  order  on  the  table  as 
they  were  listed  on  the  score  sheet.  The 
judges  put  the  wrong  scores  with  the 
wrong  plants.  Seems  to  me  that  the  judges  were 
trying  to  “pass  the  buck”  to  someone  else  for  their 
error!  Judges  should  be  able  to  match  the  names 
regardless  of  how  they  are  placed  on  the  table. 

Q.  At  a  recent  judging  school  the  ques¬ 
tion  was  asked  about  using  non-blooming 
African  violets  in  a  show.  Can  this  be 
done?  Yes,  in  two  places.  A  class  can  be  included 
in  the  schedule  calling  for  a  non-blooming  African 
violet  to  be  used  in  a  plant  arrangement.  Non¬ 
blooming  African  violets  can  also  be  used  as 
companion  plants  in  container  gardens  as  long  as 
the  entry  has  at  least  one  blooming  African  violet. 

Q.  An  underwater  arrangement  had  a  4 ' 
figurine  hanging  on  the  outside  of  the 


container.  A  blue  ribbon  was  awarded.  A 
container  garden  exceeded  the  size  stated  in 
the  schedule.  This  was  noted  on  the  card, 
but  a  blue  ribbon  was  awarded  anyway. 

Neither  exhibit  should  have  been  judged  because 
they  did  not  conform  to  the  schedule.  Since  they 
were  awarded,  the  exhibitor  is  likely  to  continue  to 
enter  these  exhibits.  Had  the  judges  refused  to 
judge  them  and  stated  why,  the  exhibitor  would 
have  learned  from  the  mistake. 

More  questions  will  be  discussed  in  the  next 
column.  Due  to  increases  in  postal  rates,  the  cost 
of  the  SSA  packets  and  rosettes  will  increase 
effective  January  1,  2012.  Please  refer  to  the 
inside  cover  of  the  AVM  for  ordering  instructions 
and  prices. 

Hope  you  and  your  plants  survived  the  summer 
heat  and  are  gearing  up  for  the  fall  shows. 


My  Very  First  Phytosanitary  Experience,  Or, 
How  a  Banana  Saved  My  Gesneriads 

By  Sylvia  Svitak 


1  planned  not  to  bring  any  plants  back  from  last 
summer’s  Gesneriad  Society  convention  in  Vancouver. 
But,  how  could  I  resist  temptation  once  I  got  into  the 
plant  sales  room?  I  didn’t,  of  course,  which  led  me  to 
seek  phytosanitary  certification  (phyto,  for  short).  I 
prepared  my  list  of  plants  dutifully  before  I  met  with 
the  Canadian  inspector,  who  went  through  the  process 
with  a  quick  look  at  my  plants,  signing  off  that  they 
were  worthy  to  enter  the  United  States.  Wow,  this  was 
easier  than  I  thought. 

On  Monday  morning  after  Convention,  I  joined 
Dale  Martens  in  the  van  to  the  airport,  and  while 
going  through  security  lines,  she  entertained  me  with 
her  various  experiences  with  phytos.  At  U.S. 
Customs,  we  split  to  go  to  separate  officers.  Dale 
passed  through  quickly,  but  I  was  not  so  lucky.  My 
officer  decided  that  my  plants  and  I  needed  a  further 
look  in  Secondaiy  Inspection...  a  large  room  whose 
doors  closed  behind  me  when  I  entered  and  wouldn’t 
open  again  until  I  was  escorted  out  by  an  officer 
satisfied  with  the  inspection!  There  I  sat  with  my 
luggage,  and  the  twenty  or  more  cuttings,  tubers, 
and  plants  (still  in  Canadian  soil)  awaiting  their  fate. 

After  fifteen  anxious  minutes  or  so,  a  plant  inspector 


summoned  me  to  his  counter,  asked  what  I  was 
bringing  with  me,  and  I  gave  him  the  phyto  certificate. 
“Anything  else?’’  he  asked,  not  looking  at  the  plants. 

I  told  him  about  the  muffin  and  banana  I  had, 
which  I  planned  to  eat  while  waiting  for  my  flight. 
“Banana?  Let  me  see  it.”  He  then  said  he  had  to 
confiscate  the  banana  because  it  lacked  an 
appropriate  stamp  of  approval.  I  told  him  I  was 
planning  to  eat  it  in  the  airport  for  breakfast  but  he 
said  “No.”  I  asked  him,  not  jokingly,  if  I  could  eat  it 
right  then  and  there.  Whatever  was  I  thinking? 

He  said  “No,”  again,  and  took  the  banana  from 
me  as  he  held  my  phyto  certificate  in  the  other 
hand!  Before  I  could  get  more  anxious,  he  smiled 
and  said,  “Here,  let  me  make  a  copy  (of  my  phyto) 
for  you.”  That  he  did,  and  then  politely  led  me  to 
the  door.  My  plants  and  I  were  back  on  our  way, 
and  I  was  happy  to  be  greeted  by  Dale  Martens 
who  had  waited  to  hear  about  my  very  first 
experience  with  phyto  certification. 

I  always  knew  bananas  are  good  for  you! 

From  the  Empire  Violet  Magazine, 
Publication  of  the  New  York  State  AVS 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Optimara  Trinidad 

Exhibited  by:  Betsy  Branson 
Hybridized  by:  Holtkamp 
Standard 
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Jolly  Orchid 

Exhibited  by:  Susan  Amao 
Hybridized  by:  H.  Pittman 
Miniature 
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Using  Imidacloprid  - 
What  it  is,  why  to  use  it 

By  Neil  Lipson,  PE 


Most  of  my  articles  in  the  past  have  required  a 
handful  of  phone  calls  to  verify  the  information. 
Not  this  one.  This  took  a  few  dozens  calls  to 
Bayers,  Bonide,  JR  Johnson,  and  many  other 
insecticide  manufacturers  to  make  sure  things 
were  accurate.  I  was  getting  so  much  wrong 
information  from  other  growers,  I  had  to  find  the 
truth.  Well  I  did. 

Imidacloprid  is  a  safe  (if  used  according  to 
directions)  and  very  effective  insecticide.  It  is  used 
to  treat  the  following  insects:  mealybugs  (both 
soil  and  foliar),  thrips,  scales,  gnats,  and  a  long 
list  of  other  pests.  It  is  as  effective  as  Kelthane, 
Cygon,  and  Malathon  WITHOUT  the  toxic  side 
effects  to  humans.  Why  do  I  bring  this  up? 
Because  I  actually  heard  someone  in  the  audience 
of  the  presentation  of  Identifying  and  Preventing 
Viral  Threats  to  African  Violets  at  the  2011 
Convention  say  out  loud  that  they  use  Kelthane 
indoors!  I  almost  fell  off  my  chair.  DO  NOT  use  a 
Class  1  or  Class  2  insecticide  indoors,  please. 

Imidacloprid  is  sold  as  Marathon,  Merit, 
Admire,  and  Bayer  Tree  and  Shrub,  to  name  a 
few,  and  is  safe  to  use  indoors  for  African  violets. 
It  has  been  around  since  1984,  is  generic,  and 
has  been  tested  six  ways  to  Sunday.  It  is  a  Class 
3  insecticide  and  is  a  neo-nicotinoid  based  chem¬ 
ical.  It  is  systemic,  which  means  it  is  absorbed  by 
the  plant.  Marathon  can  be  put  on  the  soil,  and 
Bayer  Dual  Action  Rose  &  Flower  Insect  Killer  & 
Houseplant  spray  can  be  used  straight  from  the 
bottle.  Both  are  made  for  indoor  use,  so  if  some¬ 
one  tells  you  not  to  use  imidacloprid  indoors, 
they’re  just  plain  wrong.  It  should  be  avoided 
around  bees  and  birds,  however.  If  you  have 
birds  inside  the  house,  you  might  want  to  avoid 
using  it. 

You  want  to  make  sure  that  any  of  the  formu¬ 
lations  do  not  have  fertilizer,  or  it  will  affect  your 
plants  if  you  fertilize  them. 

If  it  does  have  fertilizer,  adjust  for  it. 


The  dose  for  Marathon  is  1/8  teaspoon  per 
3-inch  pot,  with  directions  on  how  to  use  it. 
Marathon  1  %  is  also  time-released,  so  you  apply 
it  once  every  two  months  or  so.  It  works  REALLY 
well.  However,  if  you  have  a  few  hundred  plants, 
it  can  be  very  tedious  to  do  each  plant.  Bayers 
Tree  and  Shrub  liquid  can  also  be  used,  and  you 
just  put  it  in  the  water  for  the  plant.  Because  a 
32oz  bottle  costs  only  $20.00,  it  is  very 
inexpensive  to  use.  But  the  important  question  is, 
how  much  Bayer  liquid  do  you  use  and  how 
often? 

You  want  to  use  enough  to  make  the  solution 
effective  to  kill  the  insects,  but  not  use  too  much 
that  you  increase  the  toxicity  to  animals  or 
humans.  If  you  are  not  spraying  in  the  air,  you 
substantially  reduce  toxicity,  and  it  stays  in  the 
soil.  Imidaclopid  has  almost  no  odor.  It’s 
wonderful  in  that  respect  (you  can’t  say  that 
about  malathion!).  Also,  it  doesn’t  break  down 
into  dangerous  by-products,  and  in  fact,  you  can 
control  the  life  of  the  product  by  adjusting  the 
pH.  The  more  acidic  the  soil  is,  the  longer  it  lasts. 
To  get  a  faster  breakdown,  even  in  a  few  hours, 
water  the  soil  with  a  little  hydrated  lime  solution, 
and  it’s  gone!  The  effective  life  can  be  two 
months  or  more. 

Now,  back  to  the  dilution,  and  what  to  do. 
Bayer  liquid  imidacloprid  comes  in  many 
different  forms:  Bayer  Tree  and  Shrub,  Bayer 
Rose/Houseplant  spray,  Bayer  Rose  and  Blower 
granules,  and  about  six  or  seven  other  Bayer 
products.  Consult  the  Bayer  website  for  all  the 
products.  Now,  to  complicate  things,  Bayer  Tree 
and  Shrub  came  in  at  least  three  forms,  2.96%, 
1.4  7%,  and  0.96%  imidacloprid.  However, 
most  of  the  Bayer  Tree  and  Shrub  sold  is 
1.47%.  You  must  get  that  percentage  or  you’ll 
get  the  dose  wrong.  Plain  and  simple.  If  you  do 
happen  to  Find  the  2.96%  version,  cut  the  dose 
in  half. 
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To  determine  how  much  to  use,  here  is  what  I 
have  done:  I  checked  the  strength  of  the  house- 
plant  spray,  “Bayers  Rose  &  Flower  Spray”  and 
that  has  0.012%  imidacloprid  in  it  to  be  used 
straight,  no  dilution,  for  houseplants  that  are 
indoors.  So  by  ratio,  if  you  use  Tree  and  Shrub, 
that  is  1.47%,  it  is  1 .47/. 012  =  123  times 
stronger,  so  you  dilute  it  to  1/1 23th.  Therefore,  if 
my  math  is  correct,  you  will  use  1  ounce  of  Tree 
and  Shrub  to  one  gallon  of  water.  You  can  use 
any  of  the  Bayer  products,  just  adjust  the 
strength  to  the  amount  of  imidacloprid  in  that 
particular  product.  In  conversation  with  the 
manufacturers,  they  also  told  me  to  use  1 
fluid  ounce  of  liquid  per  gallon  as  a  drench. 
This  applies  to  both  the  Bayer  and  Bonide 
brands  that  are  1.47%  (Bonide  is  cheaper).  If 
you’re  using  it  as  a  preventative,  you  can  use  a 
little  less  per  gallon,  but  don’t  cut  it  too  much. 
Why?  Too  low  of  a  dose  will  allow  the  insects  to 
build  up  a  tolerance.  Either  use  it  or  don’t.  (It’s 
like  taking  antibiotics  when  you’re  sick,  you’re 
instructed  to  take  the  entire  prescription  dosage 
as  prescribed) . 

Merit  has  imidacloprid,  but  it  is  a  full  strength 
product  with  many  caution  notes.  I  do  not 
recommend  it  for  the  novice.  (I’m  referring  to  full 
strength  Merit,  no  “diluted”  Merit.  )  If  you’re 
already  using  Merit,  you  do  not  need  advice  from 
me.  Everything  depends  on  how  much  imidacloprid 
is  in  the  product,  so  read  the  label  carefully. 

How  often  should  you  use  it?  Three  or  four 
waterings  in  succession  should  kill  just  about  all 
the  bugs.  If  you  have  thrips,  treatment  for  two  or 
three  months  should  provide  complete  elimi¬ 
nation  of  these  troublesome  insects.  You  really 
don’t  want  to  play  around  with  thrips.  They  can 
do  extensive  damage  and  spread  the  INSV  virus. 

Now,  how  safe  is  imidacloprid?  Really  safe.  It 
has  a  safety  factor  of  6x,  which  means  you  can 
use  6  times  the  amount  without  severe  toxicity. 
Please  don’t  do  this,  as  you’re  wasting  the 
material,  and  you’re  not  increasing  the  efficacy  at 


all.  What  makes  this  material  safe  is  that  it 
doesn’t  breakdown  into  harmful  products,  the 
way  that  malathion  does. 

To  check  on  imidacloprid,  as  well  as  most  other 
products,  go  to:  http://eppserver.ag.utk.edu/ 
redbook/pdf/insecticidetable.pdf  which  give  the 
toxicity  class  of  the  chemicals.  Class  1  is  the 
worst,  and  Class  4  is  the  best.  Imidacloprid  is 
Class  3;  however,  it  is  almost  a  Class  4  given 
the  breakdown  aspects  of  it.  Malathion, 
however,  is  also  a  Class  3,  but  breaks  down  into 
Malaoxon  which  is  61  times  more  toxic ,  so  do 
your  research. 

If  you  have  only  a  dozen  or  so  plants,  use  the 
Marathon  1%  every  2  months.  Once  you  kill  the 
bugs,  and  don’t  introduce  new  plants  into  the 
collection,  you  can  stop  treating,  especially 
during  the  winter.  Many  growers  treat  and  disbud 
throughout  the  summer.  1  don’t  disbud,  but  I  do 
treat  my  plants  during  the  warm  months  (thrips 
can  get  in) . 

By  the  way,  I  treat  EVERY  plant  with 
Marathon  and  disbud  EVERY  plant  before  it’s 
added  into  the  collection.  I  also  isolate  every 
plant  for  at  least  two  months,  or  more,  to  make 
sure  it’s  problem  free. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Bayer,  Bonide,  and 
Quali-Pro  for  their  help  in  researching  this  article 
and  providing  accurate  information.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  Joan  Santino  and  Tea  Gallela  for 
their  help  in  editing  and  clarification,  both  being 
members  of  the  AVSS  (African  Violet  Society  of 
Springfield)  and  sponsor  of  the  2011  AVSA 
National  Show  in  Cherry  Hill,  NJ. 

Neil  Lipson  is  a  M  time  computer  consultant. 
He  can  be  reached  by  email  at  Lipson@att.net,  or 
by  phone  at  610-356-6183  after  1pm  eastern  time. 
(I  will  return  your  call  as  I  have  unlimited  long 
distance.)  As  a  last  resort,  you  can  mail  me  at: 

Neil  Lipson 

29  S.  New  Ardmore  Ave. 

Broomall,  PA  19008 
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101  Oak  Heights  Drive  •  Oakdale,  PA  15071 

Email :  georgena@verizon.net 


A  Family  Portrait 

By  Ge  or  gene  Albrecht 


^-Achimenantha  ‘Northwood’s 
Sunburst’ 

Our  featured  Gesneriad  is 
x- Achimenantha  ‘Northwood’s 

Sunburst,’  pronounced  (ah-kih-meh- 
NAN-thah),  which  is  an  intergeneric 
hybrid  between  an  Achimenes  and  a 
Smithiantha ,  designated  by  the  “x” 
before  the  name.  It  was  hybridized  by 
Marcia  Belisle’s  daughter,  Jeanne 
Krieger,  from  Belisle’s  Violet  House.  See 
her  ad  in  AVM.  She  handed  me  this  huge  rhizome 
two  years  ago  and  asked  me  what  I  thought  of  it. 
Well,  here  is  my  answer.  It  is  just  precious.  A 
small-growing  plant,  perfect  for  a  center  spot  in  a 
light  garden. 


All  told,  it  had  eighteen  flowers  over  a  two  month 
period.  The  plant  is  only  about  four-inches  tall  and 
three-inches  wide.  It  loves  the  extra  light  under  two 
T-8  tubes,  just  six-inches  below  the  center.  It  was 
planted  in  a  three-inch  pot  in  a  very  light  soil  mix 
with  extra  sand  added.  Rhizomes  seem  to  love  sand, 
perhaps  because  of  the  extra  drainage.  This  is  a 
fabulous  vibrant  color  fairly  well  reproduced  here.  I 
love  the  yellow  throat  with  the  rays  bursting  into  the 
red  of  the  petals. 

Sure  hope  we  see  you  at  convention  in  Detroit, 
MI,  in  2012,  Jeanne  and  Marcia.  Thanks  for  the 
great  hybrid.  You  have  more  wonderful  rhizomes 


than  anyone  I  know.  Keep  them 
growing  for  us  to  enjoy.  Of  course,  we 
love  your  Streps  and  Sinns,  too,  not  to 
mention  your  great  African  violet 
collection. 

ABSCISSION 

This  Streptocarpus  leaf  is  from  a 
perfectly  healthy  plant,  but  it  has  what 
is  known  as  an  abscission  line  across 
the  top.  In  their  native  habitat,  Streps 
have  a  dry  season  to  endure.  They  will  abort  most, 
if  not  all,  of  their  foliage  when  a  chemical  reaction 


has  taken  place  to  prepare  the  leaf  for  possible 
defoliation  during  this  dry  season.  This  plant  was 
growing  beautifully,  but  it  must  have  been  too  dry 
and  got  the  signal  to  stop  growing  the  wonderful 
green  leaf. 

I  have  seen  plants  entered  in  shows  with  this 
marking,  and  knowledgeable  judges  will  know  what 
it  is  and  not  take  points  from  the  plant  because  it  is 
a  natural  marking  on  a  mature  Streptocarpus. 

EXTREME  VARIEGATION 

There  is  an  extremely  variegated  Chirita  that  is  a 
real  challenge  to  grow.  One  was  recently  entered  in 
a  show  with  a  bloom,  and  the  judges  were  not  kind, 
remarking  that  it  lacked  bloom.  The  plant  had 
leaves  that  were  about  seventy-percent  white  with 
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about  thirty-percent  green  on  the  edges.  No  one  had 
ever  seen  this  plant  with  A  BLOOM.  Highly  varie¬ 
gated  plants  are  not  usually  capable  of  producing 
bloom  at  all.  Plants  that  have  a  fair  amount  of  green 
will  be  able  to  produce  some  bloom,  but  a  mostly 
white  plant  rarely  can.  This  plant  should  have 
received  a  special  award  for  that  one  bloom. 

Variegation  loves  cool  temperatures  and  will  go 
completely  white  or  produce  white  plantlets  when 


grown  cool.  The  warmer  it  gets,  the  less  variegation. 
To  help  a  plant  that  is  growing  too  much  white,  we 
must  add  warmth  and  add  fish  emulsion  or  another 
nitrogen  that  will  force  it  into  green  growth. 

This  Chirita  is  also  very  hard  to  propagate 
because  of  the  extreme  variegation.  My  experi¬ 
ments  in  propagating  almost  white  African  violet 
leaves  was  a  total  failure.  If  anyone  has  developed 
a  method  for  success,  let  us  know. 


o  o 


Iri  Memory 


A  long  term  past  member  and  commercial 
member  of  AVSA,  Walter  H.  Volkmann,  passed 
lG  away  in  July,  2011,  in  Lewisville,  TX.  He  was 
born  in  Manchester,  England. 

With  his  brother,  Henry,  he  erected  a  small 
G  greenhouse  in  1949  to  grow  small  plants  and 
African  violets.  Four  years  later,  in  1953,  a 
commercial  size  greenhouse  replaced  the 
original,  just  north  of  downtown  Dallas.  There 
the  business,  Volkmann  Brothers  Greenhouses, 
filled  orders  from  every  state  and 
expanded  with  additional  greenhouses.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  brother,  Henry,  and  a 
number  of  family  members. 


Walter  H.  Volkmann 


many  new  growers  through  the  years. 

In  the  early  1980s  she  and  her  husband 
formed  two  companies,  African  Violets  by 
Grace  and  Angelfish  by  Grace.  She  operated  the 
businesses  until  after  her  husband’s  death  in 
1991. 

Through  the  years,  Grace  won  many  local, 
state,  and  national  show  awards  for  her 
beautiful  violets,  including  Best  in  Show  and 
Best  in  Class.  She  was  particularly  noted  for 
growing  beautiful  Episcia  ‘Cleopatra’  and  won 
Best  Gesneriad  at  the  2003  AVSA  national 
show  at  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  She  spent  her  life 
imparting  wisdom  and  love  to  her  family  and 
friends.  She  is  deeply  missed  by  everyone  who 
knew  her. 


Grace  Davis 

Longtime  Dallas  area  African  violet  grower, 
judge,  and  AVSA  member,  Grace  Davis,  passed 
away  at  home  in  June,  2011. 

Grace  became  a  member  of  the  Alpha  AVS 
of  Dallas  in  the  spring  of  1979  when  the  club 
was  only  two  years  old.  She  joined  the  North 
Texas  AV  Judges  Council  and  became  a  judge  in 
1984  and  a  Master  Judge  in  2005.  In  the  mid- 
1980s  she  also  joined  the  First  AVS  of  Dallas. 
She  remained  active  in  club  activities  including 
growing  and  showing  until  2008.  She  held 
many  officer  positions  including  President,  Vice 
President,  and  Secretary.  She  was  voted  an 
Honorary  Member  of  Alpha  AVS  and  the 
Judges  Council  in  2006,  after  having  mentored 


Carol  Cattlett 

A  longtime  member  of  the  Delaware  African 
Violet  Society  passed  away  in  May  2011.  Carol 
was  an  outstanding  grower,  winning  many 
awards  for  her  African  violets,  other 
gesneriads,  and  designs.  She  was  a  Senior 
African  Violet  Judge  and  might  be  remembered 
for  the  photo  in  the  AVM  of  a  snake  on  her 
plant  of  ‘Grandma’s  Zack’  in  her  basement  light 
garden.  Carol  served  as  President  of  the 
Delaware  African  Violet  Society,  as  well  as 
other  offices,  and  as  a  member  of  various 
committees  in  the  club.  Carol  was  always 
generous  with  both  her  time  and  her  plant 
material.  She  will  be  missed  in  our  club. 
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V intctg€  VldctS  2855  Gayle  Lane  •  Auburn,  CA  95602-9674 

By  Barbara  Elkin,  Committee  Chairman  Email:  bjbarl21@yahoo.com 


Yes,  it  rained  in  Philadelphia.  I  think  it 
rained  five  out  of  seven  days,  but,  I  had  a 
good  time  anyway  and  came  home  with 
65  new  plants!  Then,  I  thought  to  myself 
where  are  you  going  to  put  these  plants? 
Not  to  worry,  I  had  the  electric  heater  in 
the  basement  stick  on  high  and  cook  five 
trays  of  starters!  Not  to  worry,  though,  I 
have  filled  up  the  empty  space. 


AVSA’s  Most  Wanted: 

Alamo  Dawn,  Blake’s  Buttons,  Bowl 
of  Cherries,  Cavalier,  Cynthia  (Tlnari), 
Heavenly  Dawn,  Rob’s  Flim  Flan, 
Rob’s  Red  Rooster,  Tinari’s  America, 
Tinari’s  Blue  Eyes.  Tlnari  Geneva  Trail, 
Tinari’s  Star  Trailer,  Tinari’s  Wild  Girl, 
Titu,  Unpredictable,  Wrangler’s  Fargo 
Outlaw. 


By  Joe  Bruns 


epOrt  1220  Stratford  Lane  •  Hanover  Park,  IL  60133 

Email:  jbruns@qwip.net 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00 
($5.00  for  non-members)  for  each 
plant,  and  is  valid  for  two  years,  after 
which  time  it  may  be  extended  two 
years  for  an  additional  $1.00  ($5.00 
for  non-members) .  registration  of  the 
plant  is  $5.00  ($25.00  for  non¬ 
members)  unless  completed  within  the 
reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  $4.00  ($20.00  for  non¬ 
members)  . 

Kay  Darrow  -  Brooklyn,  MI 
‘Kbugs  Irish  Skies’  (10420)  05/11/2011  (K. 
Darrow)  Semidouble  chimera  purple  ruffled 
pansy/white  stripe,  variable  green  edge. 
Light  green,  ruffled,  wavy.  Standard 
‘Kbugs  Sweet  Fairy’  (10421)  05/11/2011  (K. 
Darrow)  Single  chimera  pink  sticktite  cupped 


pansy/blue  stripe.  Medium  green, 
ovate,  quilted.  Semiminiature 

***** 

Belinda  Thibodeaux  -  Patterson,  LA 
‘Cajun’s  James  Mixon’  (10422) 
05/16/2011  (B.  Thibodeaux)  Single 
purple  wavy  pansy.  Variegated  medi¬ 
um  green  and  white,  round,  quilted, 
serrated.  Standard 

‘Cajun’s  McKenna  Trail’  (10423)  05/16/2011 
(B.  Thibodeaux)  Double  dark  purple  star. 
Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  glossy. 

Semiminiature  trailer 

‘Cajun’s  Sky  Lights’  (10424)  05/16/2011  (B. 
Thibodeaux)  Semidouble-double  white  frilled 
pansy/dark  purple  eye,  veins,  variable  purple 
edge.  Variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
heart-shaped,  quilted,  serrated.  Standard 


1 6  African  Violet  Magazine 


September  •  October  2011 


“And  the  winners  are  434  Plumwood  Way  •  Fairview,  I  X  75069 

By  Mary  J,  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AV  AND  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY 
OF  WESTERN  NEW  YORK,  NY  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Ma’s  White  Elephant,  Ma’s 
Midnight  Spell,  Woodland  Sprite;  Best 
in  Show/Best  Standard:  Woodland 
Sprite;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
orbicularis  purpurea ,  Paul  Kroll.  Best 
Semiminiature:  Gum  Drop;  Best  Trailer: 

Scuba  Diver,  Marge  Jasinski.  Best  Design,  Judy 
Niemira. 

AV  COUNCIL  OF  SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA,  CA  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Lubimaia  Dochka,  Buckeye 
Dogwood  Spring,  Picasso;  Best  Standard:  Picasso; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Bernadine  Poulsen. 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Spring  Peach, 
Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet,  Jolly  Sailor;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet; 
Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Treasure,  Hans  Inpijn. 
Best  Trailer:  Santa  Fe  Trail,  Leonard  Re.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Sinningia  lineata ,  Judy  Anderson. 
Best  Design/Design  Sweepstakes,  Leslie  Cox. 

AVS  OF  MINNESOTA,  MN  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rebel’s  Restless  Heart, 
Rebel’s  Rose  Bud,  Rebel’s  Splatter  Kake;  Best 
Trailer:  Champagne  Pink,  Janice  O’Neil.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ode  to  Beauty, 
Chinook  Wind,  The  King;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Bogeyman,  Mac’s  Haleyon’s  Horizon, 
Rob’s  Scrumptious;  Best  Standard:  Ness’  Candy 
Pink,  Ken  Rein.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Little  Blue  Bandit,  Windsome,  Opti- 
mara  Little  Opal;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semi¬ 
miniature:  Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl;  Best  Miniature: 
Windsome;  Best  Species:  Sinningia  clone  rupi- 
cola\  Best  Gesneriad:  Petrocosmea  ‘Short’nin’ 
Bread’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Lahti. 
Best  Design,  Jude  Neumann. 

AVS  OF  SYRACUSE,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Dignitaire,  Opera’s 
Paolo,  Rebel’s  Minnesota  Haze;  Best  in 


Show/Best  Standard:  Dignitaire;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  ionantha  sub¬ 
species  grandifolia  #207,  Ann  Kelly. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Armageddon,  Wild  Irish  Rose,  Rebel’s 
Valiant,  Karen  Dupree.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Rinky  Dink, 
Jolly  Blue  Clouds,  Optimara  Little 
Amethyst;  Best  Semiminiature:  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  Rinky  Dink, 
Donna  Coleman.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Jolly  Texan,  Irish  Flirt,  Jolly  Fire, 
Linda  Rowe.  Best  Trailer:  Rob’s  Vanilla  Trail; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Mary  Ryan.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Tricantha  ‘Orange  Crush’,  Barbara 
Leonard.  Best  Design,  Penny  Moore.  Design 
Sweepstakes  (tie),  Kathy  Garbarino  and 
Barbara  Leonard. 

ALBUQUERQUE  A VC,  NM  -  Winners:  Best 
Standard:  Optimara  Maui;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Little  Pro;  Best  Trailer:  Ramblin’  Ruby;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Temptation’;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  JoEllen  Bowden.  Best  Design, 
June  Spooner.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Margaret 
Schmierer. 

CAPITOL  DISTRICT  AVS,  NY  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Smokey  Moon, 
Strawberry  Sundae,  Firebird;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Gray  Ghost,  Rob’s 
Dodo  Bird,  Rob’s  Hand  Puppet;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Smokey  Moon;  Best  Semi¬ 
miniature:  Rob’s  Dodo  Bird;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s 
Bad  Bunny;  Best  Gesneriad:  Kohleria  ‘Green 
Goblin’;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Margaret 
Califano.  Best  Trailer:  Enchanting  Waterfall; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Schnurr.  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  rupicola ,  Alvin  Breisch. 
Best  Design,  Heidi  Dillenbeck. 

CINCINNATI  AVS,  OH  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Buckeye  Cherry  Top¬ 
ping,  Buckeye  Colossal,  Buckeye  Cranberry 
Sparkler;  2nd  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
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Jazz  Bouquet,  Jolly  Texan,  Celina  Red  Jewel;  Best 
in  Show/Best  Standard:  Buckeye  Cranberry 
Sparkler;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jazz  Bouquet;  Best 
Miniature:  Knight  Magic;  Horticulture  Sweep- 
stakes,  Debbie  Mclnnis.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Simplicity,  Little 
Busybody,  Penny  Wichman.  Best  Trailer/Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  rupicola ,  Karen  Cenci.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Rose  Scentsation’;  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Mel  Grice. 

DIXIE  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Debutante,  Pink 
Camisole,  Makin’  Romance;  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Jolly  Texan,  Jolly  Devil, 
Rob’s  Dodo  Bird;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Devil; 
Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail,  Donna  Ferguson. 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s 
Scrumptious,  Irish  Angel,  Honky  Tonk  Blues; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Cajun’s  Fickle  Flirt, 
Belinda  Thibodeaux.  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s 
Love  Bite;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Debbie 
Mclnnis.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  House 
of  Amani,  Carol  Williams.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Chirita  ‘Patina’,  Thad  Scaggs.  Best  Design, 
Phyllis  King.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Bob  Green. 

EARLY  BIRD  VC,  AL  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Chanticleer,  Buckeye 
Ballerina,  Anna  Kreeck;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Ness’  Satin  Rose,  Optimara  Little 
Maya,  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Anna  Kreeck;  Best  Miniature: 
Optimara  Little  Amethyst;  Best  Design; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Jamie  Wolcott.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Dan,  Tommie 
Lou,  Apache  Victory;  Best  Semiminiature: 
Kentucky  Gooseberries;  Best  Trailer:  Marion’s 
Enchanted  Trail,  Sandra  Campbell.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Gator’s  Tail’,  Anita 
Goodall. 

EVENING  AVC  OF  DES  MOINES,  IA  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Leading  Lady,  Austin’s  Smile,  EK-Goluboglazaia 
Rossiia,  Joan  Watts.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Leading  Lady;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Sinningia  ‘Ozark’,  Wayne  Watts.  Best  Semi¬ 
miniature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue,  Deb  Oelmann. 
Best  Miniature:  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet;  Best 


Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Ken  Wilkinson. 
Best  Trailer:  Honeysuckle  Rose;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Kathy  Mathews. 

FIRST  AVS  OF  WICHITA  FALLS,  TX  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Stargate,  Outer  Limits,  Optimara  Monet;  Best 
Standard:  Optimara  Monet;  Best  Miniature:  Jolly 
Blue  Clouds;  Best  Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus 
‘Gwen’,  Patty  Daniel.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Green  Dragon,  Ness’  Sno  Fun,  Cherry 
Chimes,  Gail  Elmore.  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Heat  Wave;  Best  Trailer: 
Baby  Brian;  Best  Design,  Allene  Peek. 

FIRST  HALIFAX  AVS,  NOVA  SCOTIA  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Jolly 
Orchid,  Persian  Prince,  Optimara  Little  Crystal; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Orchid;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Scooter;  Best  Trailer: 
Demer’s  Pixie  Bell;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  tongwensis ;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Anne  Brown.  Best  Standard:  Norseman;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Achimenes  ‘Desiree’,  Ina  Beaver. 
Best  Design,  Elaine  Davison.  Design  Sweep- 
stakes,  Audrey  Moir. 

FOX  VALLEY  AVS,  IL  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy, 
Rob’s  Slap  Happy,  Lyon’s  June  Bug;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy; 
Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Ace,  Andrea  Worrell.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Winnergreen, 
Rob’s  Combustible  Pigeon,  Jolly  Frills;  Best 
Standard:  Tatanka;  Best  Trailer:  Rocky  Mountain 
Trail;  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Faded  Jade’;  Best 
Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweep- 
stakes,  John  Regan.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
rupicola,  Cindy  Chrisos. 

GARDEN  STATE  AVC,  PA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Buckeye  Cranberry 
Sparkler,  Buckeye  Scrumptious,  Buckeye  Calico; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Buckeye  Calico, 
Paula  Bal.  Best  Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Fuddy 
Duddy;  Best  Miniature:  Mac’s  Camelot  Cameo; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Clyde  Ashton.  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Gundaroo;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
ionantha  subspecies  grandifolia ,  Grace  Egan. 
Best  Gesneriad:  Kohleria  ‘Original  Sin’;  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Luanne  Arico. 
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LAKESHORE  AVS,  ONTARIO  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Saintpaulia 
diplotricha  Uppsala  3085,  Saintpaulia  clone 
grotei  ‘Silvert’,  Saintpaulia  tongwensis ;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Lakeshore  Silver, 
Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy,  Senk’s  Vespa  Verde;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Semiminiature:  Lakeshore  Silver;  Best 
Miniature:  Persian  Lullaby;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  ionantha,  Beverley  Williams. 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Live  Wire, 
Frozen  in  Time,  Goluboi  Tuman;  Best  Standard: 
Decelles’  Triomphe;  Best  Trailer:  Always  Pink; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Doris  Brownlie.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Streptocarpus  ‘Fleischle  Targa’;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Deanna  Belli.  Best  Design,  Ursula 
Eley. 

LONG  ISLAND  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  New  York, 
Aca’s  Flying  Free,  Her  Princess;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Lollipop  Kid;  Best  Miniature: 
Frosted  Denim;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Jeanne  Maier.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection: 
Boo  Man,  Rob’s  Argyle  Socks,  Little  Busybody; 
Best  Design,  Rosemary  Macaluso.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Trailer:  Pixie  Blue;  Best  Standard: 
Monique;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
ionantha ,  Dorothy  Vogt.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Streptocarpus  Sport  of  ‘Fancy  Pants’,  Muriel 
Fasullo.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Lois  Szostak. 

MAGIC  KNIGHT  AVS,  TX  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Granger  Gardens’  Snow 
Ballet,  Annabelle,  Makin’  Romance;  Best  Species 
Collection:  Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies 
grandifolia,  Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies 
ionantha  var.  ionantha ,  Saintpaulia  clone 
Robertson;  Best  Standard:  Annabelle;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  ionantha  var. 
ionantha ,  Steven  Spachek.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Alliance,  Lela  Marie,  Ode  to 
Beauty,  Dale  Parker.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Beginner’s  Luck,  Rob’s  Fuzzy  Navel, 
Jolly  Texan;  Best  in  Show/Best  Miniature:  Precious 
Red;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Texan;  Best  Trailer: 
Fun  Trail;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Ken 
Froboese.  Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita  ‘Souvenir’, 
Dorcas  Brashear.  Best  Design,  Irene  Harney. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Jane  Rexilius. 


NAUGATONIC  AVS,  CT  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rhapsodie  Cora, 
Optimara  Vermont,  Optimara  Mississippi;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dolores’  Jack  Frost, 
Plum  Delicious,  Raspberry  Glitz;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Rhapsodie  Pamela;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Tarjar’s  Muffin;  Best  Miniature: 
Little  Blue  Bandit;  Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita  ‘Blue 
Moon’;  Best  Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes; 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Edna  Rourke.  2nd  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  Vermont, 
Optimara  Sequoia,  Optimara  Chico,  Roger 
Wheeler. 

TAMPA  AVS,  FL  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Victorian  Ribbons,  Easter 
Angel,  Ma’s  Grinning  Grape;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Little  Busybody;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Mina  Menish.  Best  Standard: 
Lucien  Croteau;  Best  Gesneriad:  Gasteranthus 
atratus ,  Nancy  Kast.  Best  Trailer:  Biscayne  Trail, 
Jay  Sespico.  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Mary  Lou  Harden. 

THE  OSHKOSH  VIOLET  SOCIETY,  WI  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Concord,  Kev’s  Heavenly  Star,  Harbor  Blue;  Best 
Standard:  Heinz’s  Sentimental;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  tongwensis ;  Best  Gesneriad: 
Episcia  ‘Chocolate  Soldier’,  Kevin  Degner.  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Cool  Blue,  Ness’ 
Crinkle  Blue,  Ness’  Satin  Rose;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue;  Best 
Miniature:  Optimara  Little  Amethyst;  Best 
Design;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Betsy  Fox. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Doug  Kindschuh. 

OTTAWA  AVS,  ONTARIO  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Species  Collection:  Saintpaulia  clone 
velutina ,  Saintpaulia  clone  velutina  Amazon, 
Saintpaulia  clone  Uppsala;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Tony’s  Blue  Magic;  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  Amazon;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Eileen  McGrath.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Lyon’s  June  Bug,  Precious 
Pink,  Jolly  Eyes;  Best  Semiminiature:  Jolly  Eyes; 
Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Jubilee;  Best  Trailer:  Demer’s 
Pixie  Belle;  Best  Design,  Lorna  Russell.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Sinningia  ‘Star  Eyes’,  Jill  Ellwood. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Sandy  Black. 


September  •  October  2011 


African  Violet  Magazine  1 9 


PARMATOWN  AVC,  OH  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Frozen  in  Time,  Ma’s 
Spanish  Eyes,  Picasso;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  Optimara 
Rose  Quartz,  Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Martha  Bell.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Rebel’s  Cherry  Flambe;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Pink  Playmate;  Best  Miniature: 
Frosted  Denim,  Tracy  Lawrence.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Chirita  linearifolia,  Linda  Neumann.  Best 
Design;  Design  Sweepstakes,  Diana  Allie. 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Martha  Bell. 

STAMPEDE  CITY  AVS,  CALGARY  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  First 
Houston,  Ma’s  Glass  Slipper,  Sansoucy’  Coco; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Sansoucy’  Coco, 
Ingrid  Nelson.  Best  Semiminiature:  Morgan’s 
Virtuous  Violet,  Melanie  Duan.  Best  Miniature: 
Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  Betty  Fenerty.  Best 
Trailer:  Ramblin’  Spots;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  velutina\  Best  Gesneriad:  Petrocosmea 
rosettifolia,  Norma  Kunzel.  Best  Design, 
Laurel  Goretsky.  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Gertrud  Schneider. 

SWEETWATER  AVS,  NY  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Blue  Mink,  Taffeta 
Blue,  Optimara  Van  Gogh;  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Boo  Man,  Lucky  Ladybug,  Rob’s  Little 
Pueblo;  Best  in  Show/Best  Trailer:  Rob’s 
Boolaroo;  Best  Standard:  Taffeta  Blue;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Brodget  Stavenger’; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes;  Design  Sweepstakes, 


Carolyn  Klein.  Best  Semiminiature:  Plumberry 
Glow;  Best  Miniature:  Rob’s  June  Bug, 
Esperanza  Kesler.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia 
clone  pendula  var.  kizarae,  Joyce  Rodler.  Best 
Design,  Jeanne  Damaso. 

TIDEWATER  AVS,  VA  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ma’s  Spanish  Eyes, 
Lucky  Devil,  Splendid  Chaos;  Best  Miniature: 
Rob’s  Smarty  Pants,  Adrienne  Topping.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Optimara  Manitoba,  Sue 
Hoffmann.  Best  Semiminiature:  Irish  Luck;  Best 
Gesneriad:  Petrocosmea  minor ;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  LaDonna  Hopson.  Best  Trailer: 
Cupcake  Trail,  Terry  Jordan.  Best  Design;  Design 
Sweepstakes,  Pat  Knight. 

WISCONSIN  COUNCIL  OF  AV  CLUBS,  WI  - 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Rev’s 
Heavenly  Star,  Ma’s  Wicked  Witch,  Powwow; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Neptune;  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  tongwensis,  Kevin 
Degner.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Deep  Sky,  The  Alps,  Rosie  Ruffles;  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Shirks  Grape  Ice,  Rob’s 
Boondoggle,  Jolly  Fire;  Best  Design;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Arlene  Garvens.  2nd  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Senk’s  Vespa  Verde,  Eternal 
Orbit,  Jolly  Frills;  Best  Semiminiature:  Eternal 
Orbit,  Nancy  Braun.  Best  Miniature:  Ochard’s 
Bumble  Magnet,  Marty  Anderson.  Best  Trailer: 
Carousel  Pony;  Best  Gesneriad:  Chirita  sinensis , 
Cathy  Heider.  Design  Sweepstakes  (tie) :  Arlene 
Garvens  and  Ruth  Mengsol. 


New  Prices  for  Rosettes 

New  Prices  for  Rosettes  will  be  effective 

January  1,  2012. 

See  more  information  on  the 
AVSA  Information  Fhge,  inside  front  cover. 
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The  ‘D’,  ‘Motor  City’,  ‘Motown’ 

The  2012  AVSA/AVSC  Convention  City 

By  Bill  Farrand 
Photo  credit  -  Lori  Pori 


It  is  interesting  to  know  that  Detroit 
shares  the  world’s  first  auto  traffic 
tunnel  between  two  nations  - 
the  Detroit/Windsor  Tunnel. 

The  convention  logo  above 
shows  the  other  fine  con¬ 
nection  between  the  two  cities 
and  countries,  the  Ambassador 
Bridge,  the  busiest  international  border 
crossing  in  North  America. 

Detroit,  the  ‘D\  began  to  shape  into  its 
current  form  roughly  three  centuries  ago. 
That’s  when  the  French  explorer  Antoine  de  la 
Mothe  Cadillac  landed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Detroit  River  and  established  a  fort  in  1701. 
Detroit  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1815  and 
spent  the 
decades  lead¬ 
ing  up  to  the 
Civil  War  as 
the  final  U.S. 
stop  on  the 
Underground 
Railroad.  So 
why  did  Detroit 
become  the 
‘Motor  City’? 

It’s  in  large  part 
due  to  the 
influence  of  a 
farmer’s  son  named  Henry  Ford.  In  1896,  Ford 
built  his  first  car  in  Detroit  -  not  an  entirely 
earth-shattering  event  since  the  automobile  had 
already  been  around  for  a  while.  It  was  the 
method  of  building  cars  that  he  would  later 
devise  -  the  moving  assembly  line  -  that  put  the 
world  on  wheels.  Ironically,  it  was  a  former 
autoworker  that  led  the  way  for  Detroit’s  other 
famous  20th  century  contribution  -  ‘Motown’. 


Founded  by  Barry  Gordy  Jr.  with  just 
an  $800  family  loan,  the  upstart 
record  company  introduced  the 
world  to  Stevie  Wonder, 
Smokie  Robinson,  Diana 
Ross,  the  Temptations,  and 
others.  Be  ready  for  a  little 
‘Motown’  entertainment  during 
your  visit! 

The  early  days  of  June  should  find  wonderful 
temperatures  in  the  mid  to  upper  70 ’s  welcoming 
the  beginning  of  the  summer  season.  The  Detroit 
River  will  be  active  with  the  very  large  lake 
freighters  passing  each  other  on  the  Detroit  River 
on  their  journeys  between  Lake  Superior  and 
Lake  Erie,  the  St  Lawrence,  and  beyond.  Large 

ocean-going 
ships  will  also 
be  seen.  The 
GM  Renais¬ 
sance  Center  is 
the  perfect  lo¬ 
cation  to  visu¬ 
ally  enjoy  the 
water  activities 
whether  you’re 
on  the  top  floor 
of  the  conven¬ 
tion  hotel  en¬ 
joying  a  fine 
meal,  visiting  the  Wintergarden  Atrium  area  of 
the  RenCen,  or  standing  at  the  railing  watching 
the  ore  carriers  as  they  glide  by  the  Riverwalk. 
Hart  Plaza  will  be  starting  its  outdoor  festivals, 
but  African  violets  will  have  our  attention  at  the 
Convention  Center.  Plan  on  visiting  the  ‘D’  and 
having  your  own  Renaissance  next  year 
between  June  3  -10,  2012,  at  the  AVSA/AVSC 
Convention. 


Detroit  Metro  Convention  &  Visitors  Bureau 
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Question  Box 

By  Ralph  Robinson 


P.O.  Box  9  •  Naples,  NY  14512 
Email:  robsviolet@aol.com 


As  is  always  the  case,  we  are  far  too  As  for  what  media  in  which  to  root  the 

busy  to  reply  to  mail  (or  e-mail),  though  W  %  leaf,  there  are  nearly  as  many  mixes  as 
we  do  read  all  of  it.  Should  you  want  a  there  are  growers.  Many  use  some 

personal  reply,  we  are  more  than  willing  to  f  *  ,/£££  combination  of  vermiculite  and/or  perlite, 
answer  phone  calls  made  during  our  p  Personally,  we  use  our  basic  soil  mix,  but 


normal  business  hours  (12-5  pm  EST), 
since  we  can  work  and  talk  at  the  same 
time.  For  those  with  access  to  the  internet, 
we  can  be  reached  at  robsviolet@aol.com.  via  our 
website  at  www.violetbarn.com,  or  via  our  Face- 
book  page.  The  web-site  also  contains  a  wealth 
of  information  (and  answers  to  many  of  your 
questions) . 

Question :  How  long  does  it  take  for  a 
rooted  leaf  to  make  a  plant?  I  have  some 
rooted  in  soil,  but  they  won't  sprout 

Answer:  From  the  time  you  ‘put  down’  a  leaf 
cutting  to  the  time  the  first  plantlet  appears  from 
the  cutting  can  vary  greatly,  but  can  be  as  soon 
as  6-8  weeks.  Usually,  it  will  be  another  2-3 
months  before  plantlets  are  large  enough  for 
most  growers  to  comfortably  separate  and  pot 
them.  Here  are  some  suggestions  to  keep  this 
time  as  short  as  possible,  and  to  increase  your 
likelihood  of  success. 

First,  use  mature,  but  not  old,  leaves.  These 
are  usually  found  no  further  than  the  third  or 
fourth  row  from  the  center  of  the  plant.  Don’t  try 
to  ‘save’  leaves  from  the  compost  pile  by  rooting 
them  -  there’s  a  reason  you  were  going  to  discard 
them.  They  will  root,  but  it  may  take  some  time. 
When  cutting  the  leaf’s  petiole  (stem),  cut  at  a 
45-degree  angle,  cut  side  facing  upwards.  The 
shorter  the  petiole,  the  faster  you  will  see  sprouts, 
since  they  will  need  to  grow  a  shorter  distance 
upwards  towards  the  soil  surface.  Cutting  it  too 
short  (less  than  1/4  inch),  though,  increases  the 
chances  that  you  will  lose  the  leaf  before  it  roots. 
Another  ‘trick’  is  to  trim/remove  the  tip  of  the 
leaf  blade.  This  discourages  the  leaf  itself  from 
growing  and  encourages  it  to  produce  roots. 


p  *( |  with  a  much  greater  amount  of  vermiculite 
added.  Whatever  mix  you  use,  you  want 
to  keep  it  moist,  but  not  soggy,  and  maintain 
this  moisture  until  the  leaf  is  rooted.  Enclose  your 
leaf  and  pot  in  a  clear  container,  such  as  baggie 
or  plastic  box,  to  keep  them  evenly  moist.  Place 
in  a  bright,  but  not  hot,  location  -  bottom  heat  is 
NOT  necessary  and,  along  with  the  moist  soil, 
makes  rotting  your  leaf  more  likely.  The  soil/root¬ 
ing  mix  should  be  loose  enough  to  make  it  easy 
for  roots  to  develop  and  plantlets  to  make  their 
way  to  the  surface,  but  firm  enough  to  hold  the 
leaf  securely  and  hold  moisture.  Our  rule  is:  scoop 
(not  press)  the  soil  into  the  pot,  and  tap  the  pot 
sides  a  few  times  to  make  it  settle  and  remove 
large  air  pockets. 

All  of  this  said,  successful  propagation  is  a 
learned  skill  acquired  only  from  experience  and 
failure.  Soon  enough,  you’ll  have  more  plants 
than  you  have  space  or  time  for. 

Question:  This  was  the  violet  (photo 
was  enclosed)  I  received  from  my  grand¬ 
mother  42  years  ago,  taken  this  past  July.  I 
repotted  it  in  December.  This  is  what  it 
looks  like  now  (another  photo).  I  repotted 
it  again,  two  weeks  later  because  it 
obviously  was  in  severe  distress.  The  soil 
was  sopping  wet.  I  use  Miracle  Gro  African 
violet  soil.  They  are  all  in  self- watering 
pots.  It  had  a  good  root  system  when  I 
repotted  it  in  December.  Can  I  save  it? 

Answer:  To  begin,  let  me  say  that  I’m  truly 
impressed  that  you  (and  your  grandmother)  have 
been  able  to  grow  a  plant  that  well  for  42  years. 
Violets  will  live  that  long  but  rarely  have  the 
opportunity  to.  It  looks  like  it  has  symptoms  of 
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root  damage,  likely  due  to  overwatering,  too 
large  a  pot,  and/or  too  heavy  a  soil.  In  its  current 
condition,  I  would  repot  it  into  a  much  smaller 
pot.  Look  at  the  size  of  the  root  ball  and  use  a 
pot  no  more  than  1-inch  larger  in  diameter.  Use  a 
very  porous  soil,  with  lots  of  perlite  and 
vermiculite.  Most  commercially  available  soil 
mixes,  like  the  one  you  used,  rarely  have 
enough.  If  you  plan  to  constant-water,  you 
MUST  use  a  soil  mix  containing  at  least  50 
percent  perlite. 

After  repotting,  moisten  soil  (not  wet  or 
soggy)  and  do  not  immediately  put  water  in  pot 
reservoir.  The  root  system  must  be  more 
developed  and  healthy  to  handle  all  of  this  water. 
If  you  are  worried  about  it  collapsing  further, 
place  the  pot  and  plant  (again,  not  too  wet)  into 
a  clear  plastic  baggie  or  container  for  3-4  weeks 
until  it  looks  better  and  begins  to  grow.  Then 
remove  and  grow  it  outside  of  the  bag.  Wish  you 
and  your  plant  the  best  of  luck. 

Question:  I  have  about  a  dozen  African 
violets  that  are  healthy  except  that  the 
leaves  are  growing  straight  up  instead  of 
Jlat .  Some  are  in  an  east  window  that  gets 
plenty  of  light,  and  some  are  in  a  north 
window.  Ifve  read  every  thing  from  “they 
are  planted  too  deep”  to  “ quit  watering 
them  and  they'll fatten  out  in  a  hurry!”  I 
did  recently  repot  them  into  a  larger  pot 
What  do  you  suppose  is  the  problem? 

Answer:  Letting  them  wilt  certainly  would 
flatten  them  out!  It  is  also  possible  that  they  are 
planted  too  deeply  in  the  pot,  but  I’ll  assume  this 
isn’t  the  case.  It’s  also  quite  possibly  genetic. 
Some  varieties  just  tend  to  grow  less  (or  more) 
flat  than  others.  However,  it’s  my  guess  that  the 
leaves  are  just  stretching  in  search  of  light 
through  your  windows,  particularly  if  you’ve 
noticed  a  lack  of  bloom.  Leaves  will  try  to  grow 
in  the  direction  of  the  light  source,  and  more  so 
the  less  intense  the  light.  This  is  the  greatest 
advantage  of  growing  under  artificial  light.  The 
light  can  be  placed  above  the  plants,  and  the 
length  and  intensity  of  the  light  can  be 
controlled.  In  windows,  particularly  those  with 


northern  exposures,  the  amount  of  light  can  vary 
greatly  and  is  not  always  sufficient  to  produce 
flat-growing  foliage. 

Question:  My  African  violet  has  recently 
died.  Some  time  ago,  I  repotted  it  into  a 
‘ violet  pot'.  I  also  began  to  notice  a  lot  of 
very  tiny  black  fies  foating  around  my 
plants.  Could  these  have  killed  my  violet? 

Answer:  Most  likely,  the  ‘tiny  black  flies’  that 
you’ve  seen  around  your  plants  are  fungus 
gnats.  These  can  be  annoying,  but  are  generally 
harmless,  in  less  than  enormous  numbers,  to 
your  plants.  Nearly  always,  they  will  appear 
when  conditions  are  very  moist.  It’s  unlikely  that 
they  killed  your  plant  -  the  overly  wet  soil 
created  by  the  self-watering  pot  did.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  fungus  gnats  was  only  a  less  fatal, 
though  still  undesirable,  side  effect.  For  advice  in 
using  self-watering  pots,  refer  to  the  second 
question  above.  As  for  the  gnats,  avoid  using 
any  chemical  sprays  or  treatments  to  eradicate 
them,  since  there’s  a  safer,  simpler,  solution. 
Since  they  need  damp  soil  to  reproduce,  getting 
rid  of  them  is  quite  easy-just  let  the  soil  surface 
on  your  plants  dry  before  watering  them!  Don’t 
let  your  plants  wilt,  of  course,  but  the  solution  is 
that  simple. 

Question:  I'm  a  bit  confused  about  the 
use  of  \ urea '  and  wonder  fyou  can  help  me. 
I  was  told  sometime  ago  at  my  violet  club 
that  we  should  not  use  any  fertilizer  with 
urea  listed  in  the  ingredients.  I've  used 
fertilizers  containing  urea  in  my  garden  and 
it  looked  great!  So  I'm  confused.  Should  I 
use  my  old  fertilizer  or  toss  it? 

Answer:  This  is  a  question  that  I’ve  long  tried 
to  avoid  with  the  old  adage  -  “If  it  works,  don’t 
fix  it.”  There  seems  to  be  plenty  of  opinions  on 
the  subject,  and  it  seems  that  the  prevailing 
opinion  of  the  violet  hobby  is  the  one  you  were 
given  at  your  club.  Still,  urea  has  been  an 
ingredient  in  fertilizers  for  years,  and  many 
successful  growers  use  it.  For  that  matter,  we  use 
it  (4%  of  the  15%  total  nitrogen  in  our  fertilizer), 
apparently  without  ill  effect.  So  what  gives? 
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Not  wanting  to  write  a  thesis  on  the  subject, 
I’ll  tty  to  outline  the  important  points.  To  begin, 
don’t  get  distracted  by  ‘organic’  or  ‘synthetic’- 
though  produced  differently,  chemically,  they  are 
identical.  Urea  is  just  one  particular  form  of 
nitrogen,  an  essential  element  needed  for  plant 
growth.  Nitrogen  (N,  the  first  number  in  your 
fertilizer  formula)  is  the  most  essential  element  in 
any  fertilizer.  Without  it,  your  plant  essentially 
starves.  It  must  have  it. 

Nitrogen  can  be  supplied  to  plants  in  a  number 
of  forms,  the  most  common  being  urea, 
ammonium,  or  nitrate  (these  should  appear  on 
your  fertilizer  label).  The  crux  of  the  matter  is 
this:  your  plant  can  only  use  nitrogen  in  its 
nitrate  form.  In  its  ammonium  form,  it  can  easily 
be  converted  into  the  usable  nitrate  form.  As 
urea,  it  must  first  be  broken  down  into  ammo¬ 
nium  (carbonate)  then  further  converted  into 
nitrate.  This  is  the  basis  for  the  ‘no  urea’  argu- 
ment-since  urea  is  not  directly  usable  by  the 
plant,  why  have  it?  Wouldn’t  a  fertilizer  con¬ 
taining  only  ammonium  and/or  nitrate  forms  of 
nitrogen  be  better?  If  so,  why  is  there  any  urea  in 
fertilizer?  This  is  where  the  answer  gets  messy. 

The  simple  answer  is  economics.  Urea  is 
cheap,  and  fertilizers  using  it  can  be  produced 
cheaply  and  sold  inexpensively.  But  can  it  still  be 
useful?  Yes,  and  it  has  been  for  many  growers, 
for  many  years.  The  secret  is  in  making  it 
possible  for  urea  to  be  broken  down  into  ammo¬ 
nium,  then  the  usable  nitrate  form,  of  nitrogen. 
This  requires  the  work  of  microorganisms  in  the 
soil,  which  can  oxidize  the  urea  and  ammonium 
forms.  In  the  “old”  days,  when  growers 


commonly  used  compost,  manure,  or  the  like,  in 
the  soil  mixes  for  their  indoor  plants,  this  was 
never  an  issue  (though  ‘sterilizing’  these  mixes 
undid  some  of  this).  These  mixes  had  plenty  of 
bacteria  (as  well  as  lots  of  other  less  desirable 
things,  like  nematodes  and  mealy  bugs).  Modern 
“soilless”  (peat  based)  mixes,  though,  contain  no 
actual  topsoil,  compost,  or  manure.  Because  of 
this,  many  growers  believe  they  lack  the  micro¬ 
organisms  necessary  to  breakdown  urea  into 
usable  nitrogen.  Unused,  excess  urea  leads  to  a 
accumulation  of  ‘salts’  in  the  soil  mix,  attracting 
water  away  from  the  plant’s  roots  and  causing 
‘fertilizer  burn’,  visible  as  brown  leaf  edges  and 
plant  centers. 

Solutions?  First,  good  watering  habits  and 
occasional  leaching  (cleansing)  of  the  soil  with 
clear,  unfertilized  water.  This  will  help  prevent  the 
build-up  of  excess  fertilizer  salts.  Use  fertilizers  at 
their  recommended  dilutions,  keeping  in  mind 
your  frequency  of  watering  and  the  growth  needs 
of  your  plants.  For  example,  in  summer,  when 
our  hot  greenhouse  requires  us  to  water  nearly 
every-other  day,  we  will  greatly  reduce  fertilizer 
use,  since  the  plants  are  consuming  that  much 
more  water  than  usual.  Finally,  can  you  still  use 
both  a  soilless  mix  and  a  fertilizer  containing 
urea?  Yes.  Even  soilless  fnixes  do  contain  some 
of  the  necessary  bacteria  to  break  down  urea.  Soil 
conditioners  are  available  to  add  more,  if  you’d 
like.  Better,  many  of  today’s  soilless,  peat-based, 
mixes  do  have  these  microorganisms-check  the 
label  (look  for  terms  such  as  mycorrhize).  Good 
culture  means  more  than  just  your  choice  of 
fertilizers. 
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AVSA  Honors 

Photo  Credit:  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 


Newly  Installed  AVSA  President  Linda  Hall 
with  husband  Albert  Hall 


Winston  Goretsky  receives  the 
Mabel  &  Glenn  Hudson  Memorial  Award 
for  Affiliate  Leadership  from 
Past  President  Ron  Davidson 
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Small  Talk  32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky  Email:  Laurel@Goretsky.ca 


I  know  that  I  have  said  this  before, 
but  I  always  love  to  see  what  our  com¬ 
mercial  members  are  growing,  and  win¬ 
ning  with  at  the  convention.  This  year 
in  Cherry  Hill  there  were  some  familiar 
faces  coming  away  with  awards  in  the 
commercial  division. 

The  Best  African  Violet  in  Show 
(Commercial  Division),  was  won  by  B.J. 

Ohme,  (Perfect  Petals)  from  Lincoln,  NE, 
with  the  delightful  semiminiature  ‘Rob’s  Suicidal 
Squirrel.’  The  blossoms  on  ‘Rob’s  Suicidal 
Squirrel’  are  semidouble  ruby  red  pansies.  The 
foliage  is  crown  variegated  dark  green,  beige,  and 
cream. 

Ralph  Robinson  (The  Violet  Barn)  from 
Naples,  NY,  won  the  third  best  African  violet  with 
‘Rob’s  Fuzzy  Navel.’  This  semi  miniature  has 
double  peach-pink  star  blossoms  with  dark  green 
foliage.  Ralph  also  had  the  best  AVSA  collection 
of  miniatures/semiminiatures  with  ‘Rob’s  Fuzzy 
Navel’,  ‘Rob’s  Mad  Cat,’  and  ‘Rob’s  Calypso 
Beat.’  The  blossom  on  ‘Rob’s  Mad  Cat’  is  an  eye 
catching  double  pink  sticktite  pansy  with  blue 
fantasy  markings  and  a  dark  red-purple  ruffled 
edge.  The  leaves  are  dark  green  and  serrated. 
‘Rob’s  Calypso  Beat’  has  semidouble  bright  pink 
sticktite  pansy  blossoms  with  blue  fantasy.  The 
foliage  is  medium-dark  green. 

A  newer  commercial  grower,  Donna  Brining 
(Fancy  Bloomers)  from  Hamminton,  NJ,  won  the 
2nd  best  AVSA  collection  of  miniatures/semi 
miniatures  ‘Rob’s  Bad  Bunny’,  ‘Rob’s  Pink 


Buttercups’  and  ‘Rob’s  Dodo  Bird.’ 
‘Rob’s  Bad  Bunny’  has  semidouble 
bright  pink  pansy  blossoms.  The 
leaves  are  crown  variegated  dark 
green,  cream,  and  pink.  ‘Rob’s  Pink 
Buttercups’  has  semidouble  pink  star 
blossoms  with  a  darker  eye.  The 
foliage  is  variegated  dark  green,  cream, 
and  pink.  ‘Rob’s  Dodo  Bird’  has 
medium  blue  pansy  blossoms  with  a  white 
edge.  The  foliage  is  variegated  medium  to  dark 
green,  white,  and  yellow. 

One  final  item  that  I  wanted  to  mention  from 
the  commercial  division  is  that  Ralph  Robinson 
won  2nd  Best  New  Cultivar  with  ‘Rob’s  Zipper 
Zapper.’  This  lovely  semiminiature  plant  is  sure 
to  be  a  hit  with  semidouble  dark  pink  star  blos¬ 
soms  with  a  wide  fuchsia-purple  edge.  The 
foliage  is  dark  green. 

I  had  a  great  time  lining  up  outside  the 
commercial  salesroom  more  than  a  half  an  hour 
early  to  be  one  of  the  first  shoppers  inside.  I  had 
nothing  in  particular  in  mind  that  1  had  to  have, 
but  it  was  a  fun  experience  visiting  with  new 
friends  and  hearing  what  others  were  hoping  to 
buy.  As  usual,  our  commercial  members  did  not 
disappoint  with  the  selection  and  quality  of 
plants.  I  thank  our  commercial  growers,  for 
without  them.,  I  think  a  lot  of  enthusiasm  for  our 
hobby  would  disappear.  I  am  already  dreaming 
about  next  year  in  Detroit  and  all  the  plants  I  will 
be  looking  to  buy... or  at  least  drool  over. 

Until  next  time,  be  happy  and  keep  growing! 
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My  Uninvited  Visitors  -  Mites! 

By  Ruth  Coulson 


I  have  been  busy  lately.  I  had  visitors  a  few 
months  ago,  and  now  I  am  catching  up  with 
everything.  Not,  I  must  tell  you,  the  sort  of 
visitors  that  you  welcome  at  the  door  with  open 
arms  and  for  whom  you  make  a  cup  of  tea 
immediately.  Oh  no. 

I  mean  the  kind  that  sneak  in  behind  your 
back  and  infest  your  plants  when  you  aren’t 
looking.  Yes,  I  mean  mites. 

I  haven’t  had  mites  in  my  African  violets  for 
some  years,  so  I  simply  wasn’t  looking  for  them 
to  appear  now.  But  the  telltale  signs  were  staring 
me  in  the  face.  Center  leaves  that  didn’t  grow  out 
but  that  were  slightly  grey,  or  in  some  cases 
yellow,  is  a  sure  sign.  In  fact,  anything  unusual 
about  the  center  leaves  or  the  development  of  the 
flower  stems  is  suspect.  However,  it  is  important 
not  to  be  confused  by  the  fact  that  a  lot  of 
African  violets  do  tend  to  grow  tight  centers  in 
very  hot  weather  such  as  we  had  in  the  recent 
summer. 

In  fact,  it  was  because  I  had  a  lot  of  plants 
starting  show  the  signs  of  too  much  heat  that  I 
probably  missed  the  mites  in  the  first  place. 
Those  slightly  curled,  more  upright  leaves  hid  the 
signs.  And  I  admit  I  had  been  spending  less  time 
with  my  violets  that  I  do  when  cooler  weather 
makes  it  a  more  enticing  prospect. 

Well,  I  found  them  eventually,  and  what  did  1 
do?  There  was  a  lot  of  throwing  out.  Where  I  had 
another  plant  of  a  particular  cultivar,  out  the 
infested  plant  went.  According  to  some  experienced 
growers  “When  in  doubt,  chuck  it  out.” 

There  were  some,  though,  that  I  was  reluctant 
to  discard.  Where  possible,  I  took  healthy 
unaffected  leaves  and  planted  them  after  careful 
washing.  There  are  several  of  these  leaves  and 
they  are  now  in  a  specific  area  on  the  plant 
shelves  so  I  can  keep  an  eye  on  them  as  they 
produce  little  plantlets. 


Two  plants  that  had  signs  of  mites  I  really 
wanted  to  keep  because  they  are  chimeras,  and  I 
know  that  they  will  not  reproduce  “true”  from 
leaf.  With  these,  I  cut  the  top  of  the  plant  off, 
leaving  only  one  or  two  rows  of  leaves.  They  had 
been  large  plants,  so  this  was  easy  enough  to  do. 
I  sprayed  them  really  well  before  setting  them 
along  with  the  leaves  in  their  own  little  area. 
Small  plantlets  are  now  appearing  all  around  the 
main  stem. 

I  sprayed  all  the  rest  of  the  plants  in  the  plant 
room,  three  times,  at  weekly  intervals.  To  me  this 
is  the  golden  rule  for  dealing  with  an  infestation 
of  mites.  Discard  all  infested  plants  and  spray  the 
rest. 

What  did  I  use?  Kelthane,  as  it  still  is  the  best 
and  simplest  miticide.  For  a  little  while,  it  seemed 
difficult  to  get,  but  I  had  some  left  from  a  few 
years  ago.  And  the  best  news  is  that  I  saw  two 
different  brands  of  Kelthane  in  the  nursery  I 
visited  recently.  So  if  you  have  similar  problems, 
help  is  at  hand. 

The  important  thing  is  to  get  on  the  problem 
straight  away.  My  failure  was  not  spending 
enough  time  looking  after  my  plants. 

My  excuse  was  the  hot  weather.  But  that’s  no 
excuse  now.  No  more  of  those  hot  steamy  nights 
when  the  temperature  hardly  falls  at  all!  And  all 
my  plants  are  relishing  the  improvement.  All 
those  tight  centers  I  mentioned  are  growing  out, 
and  everything  is  starting  to  look  good.  I  have 
actually  put  quite  a  bit  of  time  in  working  with 
the  violets  and  have  done  a  bit  of  repotting.  I 
prefer  to  get  any  necessary  major  repotting  done 
before  it  gets  too  cool  for  them  to  recover 
quickly. 

From  The  African  Violet,  publication  of  the 
AV  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 
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Notes  from  the 
AVSA2011  Convention 

Parti 

By  Patricia  Bell  &  Linda  Lockwood 


With  Rich  Follett’s  memorable  ‘tweaked’ 
version  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  still 
fresh  in  our  minds  from  the  Raleigh  Convention 
in  2010,  we  headed  to  Philadelphia  eager  to  meet 
old  friends,  make  new  ones,  and  be  surrounded 
by  African  violets  all  week  long. 

The  65th  AVSA  Convention  and  Show  was 
being  held  five  miles  east  of  Philadelphia  in  Cherry 
Hill,  New  Jersey,  a  township  in  the  scenic  Delaware 
River  Valley.  With  an  early  start  of  4:30  AM  on 
Sunday  May  15,  we  arrived  14  hours  later  at  our 
destination,  the  Crowne  Plaza,  our  Convention 
Hotel  in  Cherry  Hill.  And,  as  usual,  AVSA  had 
found  another  wonderful  hotel  for  the  Convention 
and  Show... the  staff  were  so  helpful,  our  room 
was  great,  and  the  view  was  really  incredible. 

On  Monday  morning,  we  made  our  way  down 
to  the  lobby  just  as  the  group  registered  for  the 
Battleship  New  Jersey  and  the  Adventure 
Aquarium  Tour  was  heading  to  the  bus.  At  the 
time  of  registration,  we  were  uncertain  of  our 
travel  plans  and  had  not  registered  for  this  tour  in 
nearby  Camden,  NJ.  This  was  the  first  tour  we 
have  ever  missed  while  at  Convention,  and  it 
was  sad  not  to  be  on  the  bus  that  day. 

We  had  to  devote  a  day  to  shopping,  so 
Monday  was  the  day,  and  we  started  at  the 
Cherry  Hill  Mall.  It  is  always  important  to  support 
the  local  economy,  and  we  really  did  our  part. 
Cherry  Hill  had  some  very  nice  stores  and 
restaurants  plus  a  lot  of  attractions  that  were  not 
too  far  away.  We  did  not  rent  a  car  this  trip,  but 
there  were  places  to  go  that  were  within  walking 
distance.  The  hotel  was  happy  to  call  a  taxi  when 
we  wished  to  venture  out  further. 

Tuesday  was  the  day  when  AVSA  Executive 
members  convened  for  their  first  of  many 
meetings.  For  the  rest  of  us,  it  was  the  tour  of 
Longwood  Gardens  that  would  fulfill  a  lifelong 
desire.  It  did  not  fail  to  delight  us.  Impeccable 


gardens,  woodlands,  fountains,  and  a  wonderful 
conservatory  filled  with  just  a  few  of  the  11,000 
different  plant  species  are  found  on  this  1,077  acre 
site. 

By  Wednesday,  more  Convention  registrants 
had  made  it  to  Cherry  Hill.  Judging  School  started 
early  in  the  morning,  and  activities  (and  meet¬ 
ings)  continued  through  the  day.  Ways  &  Means, 
AVSA  Information  &  Sales,  and  the  Detroit  2012 
Promo  Thble  were  all  open  for  the  better  part  of 
the  day.  And  let’s  not  forget  why  we  came... the 
Show!  Classification  and  Entries  was  open  for 
business,  and  exhibitors  were  busy  all  day  enter¬ 
ing  their  carefully  grown  and  groomed  African 
violets,  Gesneriads,  and  designs.  With  all  the 
activity,  we  knew  it  was  going  to  be  a  really  big 
and  fabulous  Show! 

For  those  of  us  wanting  to  soak  in  all  the 
history  that  is  Philadelphia,  it  was  back  on  the 
bus  for  Tour  #3,  the  Historic  Philadelphia  Tour. 
With  our  wonderful  guide  Alice,  dressed  in  appro¬ 
priate  fashion  from  1776,  we  enjoyed  a  tour  of 
the  downtown  area.  Part  of  the  tour  was  by  bus 
and  part  of  the  tour  was  on  foot.  While  on  the 
bus,  we  saw  the  magnificent  City  Hall,  the  newly 
gilded  statue  of  Joan  of  Arc,  and  Christ  Church 
Burial  Grounds  which  is  the  final  resting  place  of 
Benjamin  Franklin.  We  also  visited  the  famous 
‘Rocky’  steps  at  the  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art. 
They  say  that  there  are  only  72  steps,  but  it 
looked  like  300.  Alice  offered  to  let  us  ‘run’  up 
them,  but  none  of  us  seemed  overly  eager  to  give 
it  a  try. 

The  walking  portion  of  our  tour  was  not  all 
that  difficult,  as  everything  is  so  close.  Being  at 
street  level  gave  us  a  better  view  and  feel  for  the 
history  of  Philadelphia.  The  sidewalks  were 
amazing,  a  patchwork  of  all  types  of  material 
from  cobblestone  to  brick  to  concrete.  What  is  old 
is  preserved  and  that  is  a  good  thing  to  witness 
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in  a  world  where  there  has  been  so  much  torn  up 
and  thrown  away.  Following  Alice,  with  her  red 
umbrella  held  high  so  we  did  not  lose  her,  we 
visited  Christ  Church  which  was  built  in  1695 
and  has  not  missed  providing  a  Sunday  Service 
since  the  day  it  opened.  A  short  distance  away  is 
the  Betsy  Ross  house  with  its  lovely  cobblestone 
courtyard.  An  interesting  location  that  we  were 
allowed  to  wander  was  Elfreth’s  Alley,  a  street 
with  32  houses  built  between  1728  and  1836. 
These  houses  have  been  home  to  more  than 
3,000  people,  and  the  street  remains  today  as  the 
oldest  continually  inhabited  street  in  the  country. 
Just  when  you  begin  to  feel  that  you  have  tran¬ 
scended  back  in  time  to  a  life  without  stress,  with 
time  for  everyone  and  everything... you  spot  a 
Starbucks. 

Our  walk  ended  at  the  Bourse,  a  building  built 
in  1895  to  house  the  first  Commodities  Exchange 
in  the  United  States.  Renovated  30  years  ago,  it 
is  now  home  to  offices,  souvenir  shops,  and  a 
food  court  (where  we  had  lunch).  The  Bourse 
was  one  of  the  first  buildings  in  the  country  to 
have  been  built  using  steel  framing.  The  architec¬ 
tural  detailing  and  metalwork  inside  is  amazing. 
The  Liberty  Bell  was  a  short  walk  from  the 
Bourse.  The  National  Constitution  Center  is  a 
tribute  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  and  the  story  of 
“We,  the  People.”  It  is  an  interactive  museum 
with  games  and  activities  that  is  a  very  popular 
destination  for  school  children  of  all  ages. 

Wednesday  evening  is  always  reserved  for  the 
much  anticipated  presentation  by  Nancy  Hayes. 


Nancy’s  review  (with  photos)  of  the  previous 
year’s  Convention  followed  with  photos  of  New 
Introductions  as  provided  by  hybridizers,  is 
always  a  great  start  to  the  Convention.  We 
gathered  in  the  Riverside  Pavilion  adjacent  to  the 
hotel,  a  very  nice  space  for  us  all  to  get  together. 
After  a  break,  the  Grower’s  Forum  panel  took 
their  places,  and  the  night  continued  with  a 
range  of  questions  from  the  group  present. 

Then  it  was  Thursday!  And  what  a  busy  day 
it  was... design  exhibitors  had  to  be  up  really 
early  to  get  in  the  Show  room  and  replace  any 
of  their  blossoms  that  may  have  wilted  since 
placing  their  exhibits.  By  9:00  AM,  Bill  Foster 
had  given  his  instructions  to  all  judging  teams, 
and  judging  was  underway. 

We  had  the  opportunity  to  attend  Tim  Tuttle’s 
presentation  ‘The  Wonderful  World  of 
Petrocosmeas.’  Or  as  Tim  titled  it  in  his  detailed 
handout,  ‘Culture  of  Petrocosmea:  My  Way.’  And 
it  was  his  way... a  very  down-to-earth  common 
sense  type  of  gardening.  We  enjoyed  his  talk 
very  much  and  look  forward  to  seeing  more  from 
him  one  day. 

Commercial  Sales  opened  at  1:00  PM,  and  the 
room  was  awesome.  So  many  vendors,  so  many 
beautiful  plants  on  their  tables... it  was  like  walk¬ 
ing  into  your  best  dream.  As  we  all  know,  trans¬ 
porting  plants  is  a  lot  of  work  and  the  commercial 
growers  do  it  for  us  big  time... every  year.  Many 
thanks  to  them  all! 

Read  part  2  of  this  article  in  the 
November/December  2011  AVM. 


Convention  Snapshots 
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George  McDonald 

Olive  Ma  Robinson 


Ruth  &  Will  Loomis 


Judy  Hess 
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For  Beginners 

By  Mary  S.  Schaeffer 


Newark,  Delaware  19702 
Email:  mary@maryschaeffer.com 


Groom,  Groom,  Groom 

Consider  the  following  scenario  J 
and  ask  yourself  if  it  sounds  familiar. 

You  started  out  with  a  few  violets  i 
that  you  probably  grew  on  your 
windowsill.  Maybe  fed  them;  maybe 
you  didn’t.  But,  they  thrived,  and 
buoyed  on  by  your  initial  success, 
you  acquired  a  few  more  violets  and 
perhaps  put  a  leaf  or  two  down  to 
see  if  you  could  grow  babies.  And,  guess  what? 
You  were  a  natural.  The  leaves  produced  many 
babies,  all  of  which  you  potted  up.  To  make 
space  for  your  new  offspring  and  acquisitions, 
you  had  to  move  your  existing  collection  closer 
together.  During  this  process  you  may  even 
have  acquired  a  light  stand  -  and  your 
collection  quickly  expanded  to  fill  all  available 
space  and  then  some.  The  day  of  reckoning 
inevitably  arrives.  The  evidence  is  undeniable. 
Your  collection  looks  awful.  What  happened? 
Why  don’t  your  violets  look  good  anymore? 

The  Moment  of  Truth 

The  answer  is  simple.  You’ve  been  putting  all 
your  energies  into  propagating  and  acquiring 
and  are  not  spending  enough  time  taking  care 
of  your  existing  treasures.  What  follows  is  a 
ten-step  plan  to  get  your  violets  back  into  shape 
and  keep  them  there. 

Step  1 :  Look  at  your  plants  individually  on  a 
regular  basis.  Don’t  just  gaze  admiringly  at  the 
mass  of  green  without  focusing  on  the  indi¬ 
vidual  plants.  It’s  easy  to  miss  problems  if  you 
don’t  take  a  close  look. 

Step  2:  Pick  up  each  plant  at  least  once  a 
week  and  examine  it  closely.  This  is  the  time  to 
look  for  bugs,  see  if  it  will  need  repotting  soon, 
or  if  perhaps  the  plant  may  soon  need  more 
space.  It  is  also  the  time  to  look  for  suckers  and 
remove  them.  You  can  distinguish  suckers  from 
flowers  by  noting  the  number  of  leaves  -  three 


leaves  means  a  sucker  and  two  a 
potential  flower.  Of  course,  if  the 
plant  is  a  chimera  you  might  consider 
giving  the  sucker  time  to  get  slightly 
bigger  and  then  carefully  remove  it 
and  root  it  for  a  second  plant. 

Step  3:  Remove  spent  flowers  as 
soon  as  they  begin  to  fade.  Not  only 
do  they  sap  strength  from  the  plant, 
but  bugs  love  them. 

Step  4:  Remove  yellowing  leaves 
immediately.  They  do  nothing  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  plant,  and  their  removal  will 
encourage  the  growth  of  new  leaves. 

Step  5:  Remove  leaves  that  are  smaller  than 
the  ones  above  them.  They  detract  from  the 
appearance  of  the  plant.  As  above,  their  removal 
will  encourage  new  growth. 

Step  6:  When  you  pick  up  your  plant  to  study 
it,  turn  it  when  you  return  it  to  its  rightful  place. 
While  it  is  clear  that  you  should  do  this  when 
growing  on  a  windowsill,  it  is  less  obvious  when 
growing  under  lights.  However,  it  is  important 
when  growing  under  lights  also.  This  will 
encourage  the  plant  to  grow  evenly. 

Step  7:  If  you’ve  got  numerous  babies 
growing  poorly  in  small  cups,  consider  tossing 
them.  This  is  especially  true  if  they  either  have 
lost  their  labels  or  are  duplicates.  I  realize  this  is 
difficult  to  do,  but  ridding  yourself  of  the  extras 
will  give  those  who  remain  plenty  of  space. 
Additionally,  ask  yourself  why  you  are  putting 
so  much  time  and  effort  into  plants  that  are  not 
behaving  well.  This  is  especially  true  if  the 
labels  have  faded  or  you  have  others  of  the 
same  kind.  If  you  cannot  bring  yourself  to  toss 
them,  perhaps  others  at  your  local  club  would 
be  interested.  But  be  aware  that  if  they  have 
lost  their  labels,  no  serious  violet  grower  is 
likely  to  want  them. 

Step  8:  When  you  are  looking  at  your 
plants,  note  which  ones  need  to  be  repotted. 
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These  might  include  those  long  past  the  one-in- 
three  rule,  i.e.  the  pot  is  roughly  one-third  the 
diameter  of  the  plant,  and  those  with  long 
necks.  The  long  necked  beauties  can  be  repotted 
in  the  same  pot  if  you  either  cut  off  its  head  and 
root  the  top  in  a  baggie  or  domed  container  or  if 
you  remove  most  of  the  soil  mix  and  the  bottom 
third  or  so  of  the  roots. 

Step  9:  If  you  notice  a  buildup  of  white  stuff 
on  the  soil  of  your  plants,  a  good  flushing  is 
long  overdue.  This  will  happen  if  you  bottom 
water  regularly.  It  is  merely  the  accumulation  of 
fertilizer  salts.  Take  your  plant  off  its  tray  and 
pour  at  least  one  cup  of  tepid  water  through  the 
violet.  I  like  to  take  the  plants  to  the  kitchen 
sink  for  a  full-blown  spa  treatment  when  I  do 
this.  Stand  the  violet  on  a  rack  (similar  to  one 
you  might  use  for  cooling  cookies)  and  spray  it 
thoroughly  with  warm  water.  This  will  help  get 
rid  of  any  dirt  or  dust  that  may  have  accumu¬ 
lated  on  the  plant.  Make  sure  no  water  collects 
in  the  crown  of  the  plant.  If  you  notice  any 
water  gathering  there,  dab  it  up  with  a  towel. 
You  can  also  try  inverting  the  plant  and  shak¬ 
ing  it  gently  to  remove  the  water,  being  careful 


to  cover  the  soil  so  it  doesn’t  come  flying  out 
also. 

Step  10:  Give  your  violets  space  to  grow. 
This  means  don’t  crowd  them  close  together. 
They  won’t  have  room  to  spread  their  proverbial 
wings.  It  also  means  when  you  are  looking  at 
them  every  day  you  take  note  of  which  treasure 
is  likely  to  need  more  space  soon  and  begin  to 
plan  for  that  occasion.  Some  folks  -  especially 
those  with  no  plans  for  showing  their  violets  in 
AVSA  'sponsored  shows  -  limit  each  violet  to 
three  rows  of  leaves.  This  gives  them  enough 
space  to  bloom  without  growing  too  much 
foliage. 

Concluding  Thoughts 

Did  you  recognize  some  or  all  of  your  own 
behavior  in  the  description  at  the  beginning  of 
this  article?  If  so,  you  might  want  to  incorporate 
some  of  the  suggestions  above  into  your  regular 
violet  care  program.  Don’t  feel  bad  about  it 
either.  You’ve  got  a  lot  of  company.  And  if  you 
are  lucky  enough  not  to  have  fallen  into  any  of 
the  traps  discussed  above,  my  hat  goes  off  to 
you.  You  are  a  very  perceptive  grower. 


Thrips  and  INSV  By  Joyce  Stork 


I  know  that  it  seems  like  a  thankless  task  to  fight 
thrips.  Truly  they  are  determined  and  they  seem  to 
be  winning.  The  pesticides  that  controlled  them  in 
the  past  are  less  and  less  effective  and  they  appear 
to  be  everywhere  around  us. 

Nonetheless,  it  is  important  to  keep  up  the  fight. 
If  they  just  shortened  the  life  of  an  open  flower  and 
scattered  pollen  on  petals  it  might  not  be  such  a 
terrible  thing  to  give  in  and  live  with  them.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  thrips  are  the  vector  for  a  very  nasty  viral 
disease  commonly  called  INSV  (Impatiens  Necrotic 
Spot  Vims) .  If  only  one  thrips  transports  it  into  one 
plant  in  your  collection,  a  colony  of  uncontrolled 
thrips  will  transfer  it  to  other  plants.  INSV  causes  a 
myriad  of  problems.  It  may  not  actually  kill  a  violet 
but  it  will  cause  the  plant  to  look  dreadful.  Since 
there  is  no  cure,  the  only  alternative  is  to  discard 
every  affected  plant.  In  other  words,  if  you  choose 
not  to  fight  the  thrips,  you  may  expect  that 


eventually  you  will  give  up  your  violets. 

I  like  that  there  are  different  approaches  -  Neem, 
pyrethrins,  and  physically  removing  the  flowers.  If 
you  have  thrips,  you  should  continue  to  use  these 
and  explore  other  products  that  come  onto  the 
market.  Be  careful  that  the  rooms  in  which  your 
violets  are  growing  do  not  have  windows  that  are 
ever  opened,  since  thrips  are  more  likely  to  fly  into 
the  room  than  to  hitchhike. 

If  it’s  any  comfort,  thrips  are  likely  to  fade  even¬ 
tually  and  another  pest  will  take  its  place.  Fifty 
years  ago  the  violet  books  dismissed  concerns  about 
thrips  because  nematodes  were  such  an  issue.  I’ve 
grown  violets  for  almost  forty  years  and  have  never 
seen  nematode  damage.  What  changed?  Growers 
learned  not  to  use  actual  earth  in  their  potting  mixes 
and  the  problem  went  away.  Hopefully  we  will  soon 
find  a  way  to  discourage  thrips  as  well. 

Happy  Growing! 
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Life,  Liberty,  and  the 


Rich  &  Mary  Ruth  Follett 


Leslie  Swezey 


Kathy  Lahti 


Phyllis  Henkle,  Lynn  Wilson  &  Laura  Walker 


Michele  Gazzara 


Bill  Foster  &  Ruth  Rumsey 


John  Brownlie 


Andrea  Worrell 
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Pursuit  of  African  Violets 


Paul  Sorano  &  Marie  Bums 


A  l  &  Edna  Rourke 


Dale  Martens 


Sue  Ramser 


Roger  Wheeler 


Susan  Storey 


Paul  Kroll  &  John  Cook 


Donna  Turner 


Georgene  Albrecht  &  Pat  Hancock 


Kathryn  &  Bill  Paauwe 


Ron  Davidson 


Amy  Carruth  &  Jenny  Daugereau 
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AVSA  Library  Message  -2011 

Anne  Nicholas,  Chair  •  AVSA  Library  Committee 


The  2011  AVSA  show  in  Cherry  Hill,  New 
Jersey,  outside  Philadelphia  was  just  awesome!  The 
winning  plants  and  designs  were  spectacular!  The 
Library  Committee  was  in  the  showroom  taking 
pictures  immediately  after  judging.  The  DVD 
showcasing  new  hybrids,  growers,  and  of  course, 
the  winners,  is  already  in  production.  This  new 
DVD  will  be  available  in  September  at  the  AVSA 
office  and  on  the  website.  If  you  missed  the 
national  show,  this  new  DVD  is  a  must  have.  If 
you  were  there  and  need  a  permanent  copy  of  the 
memories  to  share,  this  is  for  you  too. 

In  addition  to  the  DVD  that  will  present  the 
2011  AVSA  national  show,  the  committee  is 
working  on  some  new  exciting  products  and  ideas. 
We  have  a  project  already  underway  to  produce  a 
DVD  that  will  visit  some  of  the  commercial  growers 


in  their  own  growing  spaces.  When  finished,  notice 
will  be  given  to  both  the  AVSA  office  and  the  AVSA 
website.  Our  newest  AVSA  Library  Committee 
member,  Andrea  Worrell,  is  the  lead  on  this  project. 

Other  projects  are  being  considered  for  release 
during  201 1-12.  As  always,  AVSA  members  know 
what  is  needed  for  personal  use  or  for  a  club 
program.  If  you  have  particularly  enjoyed  one  of 
the  old  35  mm  slide  shows  and  would  like  to  see 
an  update  on  a  CD  or  DVD,  please  let  someone  on 
the  Library  Committee  be  aware  of  your  interest. 
The  members  of  the  AVSA  Library  Committee 
include  Marjorie  Bullard,  Barbara  Burde,  Janet 
Castiglione,  Jacquie  Eisenhut,  Libbie  Glembocki, 
Tom  Glembocki,  Richard  Nicholas,  and  Andrea 
Worrell.  Special  thanks  need  to  be  given  to  Richard 
Follett,  a  former  member  of  the  Library  Committee. 


AVSA  Library  Materials  For  Sale 


221  DVD  -  “Growing  African  Violet 
Trailers”  by  Dr.  Bill  Price  28  minutes. 
Included  are  Bill  Price’s  methods  for  the 
culture,  propagation,  and  show  preparation 
of  African  violet  trailers.  $19.95 

222  DVD  -  “Species  to  Spectacular”  by 
Pat  Hancock  28  minutes.  Traces  the 
development  of  the  African  violet  from  its 
introduction  to  the  United  States  to  current 
trends  in  hybridizing.  $19.95 

219  DVD  -  Understanding  the  African 
Violet  Species  (2  DVD  set)  $29.95 

AVSA  Members:  DVD  $19.95  CD  $10.95 
Non-Members:  DVD  $21.95  CD  $12.95 

224  DVD  -  “Life,  Liberty,  and  the 
Pursuit  of  Violets”  2011  Beautiful  pho¬ 
tography  and  audio  narrative.  Award 
winning  exhibits  from  the  AVSA 
Philadelphia  Show  and  Convention. 

223  DVD  -  “The  Once  and  Future 
Violet”  2010  A  narrated  show  of  the 
winners  at  the  2010  AVSA  convention 
plus  people,  places,  and  events  from  the 
convention  in  Raleigh,  NC. 

223  CD  -  “The  Once  and  Future  Violet” 
2010  -  Raleigh,  NC. 


220  CD  -  “African  Violets  Around  the 
Biggest  Little  City”  -  2009  Reno,  NV. 

220  DVD  -  “African  Violets  Around  the 
Biggest  Little  City”  -  2009  Reno,  NV. 

218  DVD  -  “African  Violet  Trailers”. 

217  CD  -  “Get  Your  Kicks  On  Route  66! 
2008. 

216  DVD  -  “From  Tucson  to  Tulsa.” 
2004  -  2008  This  audio  narration  and 
photography  showcases  five  years  of  new 
introductions. 

215  CD  -  “The  Pittman  Way  of 
Growing”  An  update  of  the  older  Pittman 
slide  show.  This  power  point  presentation 
has  photos  of  new  Pittman  hybrids  and 
basic  hints  for  propagating,  hybridizing, 
growing,  and  showing. 

214  CD  -  “The  Other  Gesneriads”  A 
power  point  presentation  of  outstanding 
photography  and  hints  for  growing, 
showing,  and  judging  the  Other  Gesneriads. 
213  CD  -  “African  Violet  Troubles”  An 
update  of  the  older  35  mm  slide  show 
“African  Violet  Troubles.”  This  CD  is  a  replica 
of  earlier  photography.  The  vintage  look 
and  information  is  a  look  back  at  earlier,  but 
still  useful,  violet  growing  techniques. 


Specially  Priced  DVDs 
AVSA  Members:  $14.95 
Non-Members:  $16.45 

217  DVD  -  “Get  Your  Violet  Kicks  on 
Route  66!”  2008  A  narrated  show  of  the 
winners  at  the  AVSA  Convention  and 
Show  at  Tulsa  plus  places,  people,  and 
events  from  the  convention. 

211  DVD  -  “Colorado,  From  the 
Mountains  to  the  Prairie.”  2007 
Showcasing  the  Denver  winners  with 
photography  and  audio  narrative.  Includes 
the  traditional  slide  show  as  well  as  many 
extras  and  reference  materials  enough  for 
more  than  one  affiliate  meeting. 

210  DVD  -  “Violets  Vacation  in 
Minnesota”  2006  Beautiful  photography 
and  audio  narrative.  Award  winning  exhibits 
from  the  AVSA  Show  and  Convention. 

209  DVD  -  “Violets  Reign  in  the 
Queen  City”  2005  Beautiful  photography 
and  audio  narrative.  Award  winning 
exhibits  from  the  AVSA  Show  and 
Convention. 

207  DVD  -  “A  Fiesta  of  Violets”  2004 

Beautiful  photography  and  audio  narrative. 
Award  winning  exhibits  from  the  AVSA 
Show  and  Convention. 
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THE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

STATEMENT  OF  NET  ASSETS 

December  31, 

ASSETS 

ASSETS: 

2010 

2009 

Cash  and  Cash  Equivalents . 

.  $  28,457.30  . 

$  30,702.40 

Investments . 

.  .  127,943.82 . 

.  121,964.02 

Interest  Receivable . 

_ 1,091.34 

Inventories . 

.  .  .  14,950.49 . 

.  .  15,750.49 

Prepaid  Expenses . 

_ 7,491.41 . 

.  .  13,272.26 

Restricted  Assets: 

Cash  and  Cash  Equivalents . 

.  .  .  .  2,785.09 . 

_  5,883.00 

Investments . 

.  .  .  88,896.77 . 

.  .  82,316.55 

Capital  Assets: 

Land . 

.  .  .  10,000.00 . 

.  .  10,000.00 

Other  Capital  Assets,  Net  of  Depreciation . 

.  .  .  50.199.94 . 

.  .  55.822.56 

TOTAL  ASSETS . 

.  .  331,816.16 . 

.  335,710.92 

LIABILITIES: 

Accrued  Payroll  Taxes  Payable . 

.  743.66 . 

_  1,059.64 

Sales  Taxes  Payable . 

.  159.82  . 

. 127.25 

Deferred  Revenue . . . 

.  .  .  47,610.50 . 

.  .  57,871.25 

Deferred  Life  Membership  Revenue . 

.  .  114.931.18 . 

.  105.928.82 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES . 

.  .  163.445.16 . 

.  164.986.96 

NET  ASSETS: 

Invested  in  Capital  Assets . . . 

.  .  .  60,199.94 . 

.  .  65,822.56 

Board  Designated  -  Convention . 

_  7,660.08 . 

.  .  11,040.75 

Board  Designated  -  Boyce  Edens . 

.  .  .  50,042.77.  .  . . 

.  .  49,101.15 

Board  Designated  -  Hudson . 

_  1,598.24 . 

_  1,462.24 

Permanently  Restricted . . . 

.  .  .  91,681.86 . 

.  .  88,199.55 

Unrestricted  (Deficit) . . . 

.  .  142.811.891  . 

.  (44.902.291 

TOTAL  NET  ASSETS . ' . 

.  .  168.371.00 . 

.  170.723.96 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  AND  NET  ASSETS . 

$  331,816.16 . 

$335,710.92 

Petrocosmea  By  Lonnie  Chirgwin 


Petrocosmea  is  small  genus  of  rosette  plants  from 
high  altitudes  in  China,  Thailand,  India,  Vietnam, 
and  Burma.  Most  grow  on  mossy  rock;  often  lime 
stone,  in  shady  areas,  although  some  species  grow 
in  wet,  mossy  forests.  Even  though  rainfall  may  be 
infrequent  seasonally  at  high  elevation,  plants 
probably  experience  regular  foggy  mists.  Flowers 
range  from  white  to  shades  of  blue  and  purple.  The 
leaves  of  the  rosette  can  seem  so  tight  in  their 
symmetry  that  you  wonder  where  do  the  flowers 
emerge  from;  but  a  little  ‘U’  shaped  nub  appears 
between  the  leaves,  grows  and  eventually  one  side 
of  the  ‘U’  reaches  for  the  sky  with  a  bud  on  the  end. 


Petrocosmeas  are  cool-to-cold  growing  plants 
and  some  will  tolerate  IOC  (50F)  -  20C  (68F)  some 
up  to  28C  (82F)  and  others  down  to  5C  (4 IF). 

Bottom,  top,  or  wick  water  is  suitable.  Potting 
mix  must  be  kept  constantly  moist  during  active 
growth.  They  like  low  light  with  40-50%  humidity. 
Feed  them  constantly  with  non-Urea  based 
formula.  Potting  mix  should  be  neutral  or  slightly 
alkaline.  Basic  African  Violet  Mix  is  appropriate. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Australia 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Jersey  Snow  Drops 

Exhibited  By-.  Susan  Amao 
Hybridized  by:  R.  Kurzynski 
Standard 
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Celtic  Rose 

Hybridized  by-. 

P.  Sorano/L.  Lyon 
Greenhouses 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Pixie  Blue 

Exhibited  by-.  Marie  Bums 
Hybridized  by-.  L.  Lyon 
Miniature  Trailer 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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MINUTES 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 
May  21,  2011  •  Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill,  New  Jersey 


The  Annual  Business  Meeting  of  the  African 
Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Third  Vice  President,  Winston  Goretsky,  at 
3:15  PM  in  the  Terrace  Room  of  the  Crowne  Plaza 
Philadelphia/Cherry  Hill  Hotel,  Cherry  Hill,  New 
Jersey.  The  invocation  was  given  by  John  Carter 
followed  by  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 
Winston  Goretsky  introduced  members  of  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  America  Executive 
Committee  and  presented  the  President,  Ron 
Davidson. 

Sue  Ramser,  Secretary  reported  a  quorum  was 
present. 

Sue  Ramser,  Secretary,  read  the  Standing  Rules 
for  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  they  were  adopted. 

President  Davidson  appointed  Barbara  Burde, 
Chair,  Pat  Hancock  and  Terri  Post  to  serve  as  the 
Committee  to  Approve  the  201 1  Minutes. 

Leonard  Re  was  appointed  Timekeeper.  Mr.  Re 
will  give  a  signal  after  one  minute  thirty  seconds 
and  another  signal  at  two  minutes. 

President  Davidson  appointed  Janet  Riemer, 
Chair,  Gail  Podany  and  Nancy  Carr  as  Tellers. 

Leonard  Re  reported  that  the  2010  Annual 
Meeting  minutes  were  approved. 

In  the  absence  of  Laurene  Jones,  Resolution 
Chair,  George  McDonald  presented  the  Courtesy 
Resolution,  which  is  attached.  The  Resolution  was 
adopted. 

Gail  Podany,  Nominating  Committee  Chair, 
presented  the  following  report: 

Directors  to  serve  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
2014  Annual  Meeting: 

Mary  Corondan  -  Texas 
Laurel  Goretsky  -  Canada 
Mel  Grice  -  Ohio 
Susan  Hapner  -  Missouri 
Brenda  Petty  -  Pennsylvania 

No  nominations  were  received  from  the  floor. 
The  directors  were  elected  by  voice  vote. 


Officers  to  serve  until  the  conclusion  of  the  2013 
Annual  Meeting: 

For  President:  Linda  Hall 

For  First  Vice-President  John  Carter 
For  Second 

Vice-President  Winston  Goretsky 

For  Third  Vice-President  Richard  Nicholas 
For  Secretary:  Sue  Ramser 

For  Treasurer:  Edna  Rourke 

No  nominations  were  received  from  the  floor, 
and  the  officers  were  elected  by  voice  vote. 

President  Davidson  announced  that  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  the  directors  and  officers  shall  take  place  at 
the  installation  banquet  this  evening. 

President  Davidson  recognized  the  Directors 
retiring:  Douglas  Allen,  Nancy  Carr,  Sylvia  Leeds, 
Gail  Podany,  and  Leonard  Re. 

President  Davidson  recognized  the  retiring 
Committee  Chairs: 

Affiliate  Lynne  Wilson 

Annual  Index  Bill  Paauwe 

Courtesy  Jan  Davidson 

Nominating  Gail  Podany 

Publications  Maq'orie  Bullard 

Scholarship  Elmer  Godeny 

Tlnari  Endowment 

Advancement  Richard  Nicholas 

Webmaster  Jim  Owens 

Steve  Turner,  2012  Detroit  Convention  Chair, 
extended  the  invitation  to  the  2012  Convention  in 
the  Marriott  Renaissance  Hotel,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

In  the  absence  of  Laurene  Jones,  Resolutions 
Chair,  a  list  of  deceased  members  from  this  past 
year  was  read  by  George  McDonald.  The  list  is 
attached  to  these  minutes.  The  following  names 
were  added:  Elizabeth  Stants,  Ontario  and  Mary 
Jane  Croson,  Pennsylvania. 

Georgene  Albrect  proposed  that  AVSA  consider 
establishing  a  virus  free  Saintpaulia  species  seed 
bank. 
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Linda  Hall  announced  there  will  be  no  Sunday 
Board  Meeting. 

President  Davidson  asked  if  the  members  liked 
the  Convention  show  staging. 

The  Nominating  Committee  has  been  meeting 
and  they  are  asking  for  Director  Nominees. 
Nomination  forms  may  be  sent  to  Susan  Anderson, 
Chair. 

As  there  was  no  further  business  to  come  before 
the  201 1  Annual  Meeting,  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
at  3:49  PM. 


Sue  Ramser,  Secretary 


COMMITTEE  TO  APPROVE: 


Barbara  Burde 


Pat  Hancock 


Terri  Post 


New  Prices  for  Rosettes 

New  Prices  for  Rosettes  will  be  effective 

January  1,  2012. 

See  more  information  on  the 
AVSA  Information  Page,  inside  front  cover. 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger 
2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr. 

Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  April  29  -  June  30,  2011 
Total  $434.50 


Multicolored 

African  Violet  Society  of  Greater  Tulsa,  OK 
Garden  State  African  Violet  Club,  NJ 

In  lieu  of  judges  expenses for  the  annual 
show  for  Lee  Borey,  Mahwah,  NJ 
Boh  Kurzynski,  Clifton,  NJ  Jan  Murasko, 
Milltown,  NJ 

Loveland  Sweetheart  Violettes,  Loveland,  CO 


Two-tone 

Desiree  Brugman,  Bridge  City,  TX 


Gulf-Edison  African  Violet  Club,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
In  memory  of  William  Palmer 
Donna  Mosher,  Grove  City,  OH 
Spring  Branch  African  Violet  Club,  Houston,  TX 


Thumbprint 

Desiree  Brugman,  Bridge  City,  TX 
Gulf-Edison  African  Violet  Club,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
In  memory  of  William  Palmer 
Donna  Mosher,  Grove  City,  OH 
Spring  Branch  African  Violet  Club,  Houston,  TX 
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Psychedelic 

Show 

Exhibited  by: 

Marie  Bums 
Hybridized  by: 

P  Sorano/L.  Lyon 
Greenhouses 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Jolly  Champ 

Exhibited  by: 
Susan  Hapner 
Hybridized  by: 

H.  Pittman 
Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Kohleria  Hey ’s 
‘Jardin  de  Monet’ 

Exhibited  by:  Mary  Schaeffer 
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Tips  for  Success  with  Saintpaulia 

From  a  presentation  by  Betty  Tapping 


1 .  Give  plants  their  own  space.  They  should  not 
touch  each  other,  as  crowding  is  conducive  to 
mechanical  damage  of  the  leaves  and  to  fungal 
infections.  If  space  is  limited,  the  number  of 
plants  on  a  plant  stand  can  be  increased  by 
elevating  the  larger  plants  and  placing  the 
small  starter  plants  between  and  below  them. 

2.  Twelve  hours  a  day  of  light  is  required,  except 
immediately  prior  to  show  when  fourteen  to 
fifteen  hours  may  be  necessary  to  bring  the 
plants  into  full  bloom.  The  cheapest  light 
combination  consists  of  two  lights  -  one  Cool 
White  for  light  in  the  blue  spectrum  and  one 
Warm  White  for  light  in  the  red  spectrum. 
Many  special  Grow  Lights  are  available,  but 
are  not  actually  a  necessity.  The  tubes  should 
be  changed  when  the  ends  become  black. 
Change  only  one  at  a  time  to  prevent  too  great 
an  increase  in  energy,  with  ensuing  paling  of 
the  leaves.  The  second  tube  may  be  changed 
three  weeks  after  the  first. 

3.  Turn  plants  that  are  towards  the  ends  of  the 
lights  one  quarter  turn  every  day  so  that  all 
sides  of  the  plant  are  evenly  exposed  to  light. 
This  prevents  them  from  lifting  toward  the 
lights.  Dark-leaved  plants  prefer  more  light. 
They  should  therefore  be  placed  under  the 
center  of  the  fluorescent  lights  where  energy  is 
at  maximum  level.  Paler-leaved  plants  and 
trailers  requiring  less  light,  may  be  placed 
under  the  ends  of  the  lights.  Plants  should 
have  at  least  eight  hours  of  darkness,  as  the 
energy  absorbed  during  the  day  is  converted 
by  photosynthesis  to  chlorophyll  during  the 
hours  of  darkness. 

4.  Miniatures  and  semi-miniatures  should  be 
placed  with  the  tops  of  their  leaves  about  15 
cm  (6  in)  from  the  lights.  Standards  should  be 
placed  with  the  tops  of  their  leaves  about  20 
to  30  cm  (8  to  12  in)  below  the  lights 
depending  on  the  type. 

5.  Plants  should  be  bottom-watered,  as  this 
strengthens  roots  by  making  them  reach 


down.  However,  an  occasional  top-watering 
may  be  necessary  to  leach  out  fertilizer  salts 
which  have  accumulated  on  the  soil  surface. 

6.  Humidity  should  be  between  30  and  50%. 
Placing  water  in  the  trays  below  the  pot 
saucers  may  help  increase  humidity  around 
the  plants. 

7.  Temperature  should  be  between  16  -  27°  C 
(65  -  80°  F.)  Night  temperature  should  be 
1  -  2°  C  (5  -  10°  F.)  lower  than  day  temper¬ 
ature,  but,  if  possible,  the  temperature 
should  not  fall  below  18°  C  (65°  F.) 

8.  Disbud  for  maximum  bloom.  Remove  all 
flowers  and  buds  from  standard  plants  for  a 
few  months  -  right  up  to  6  to  8  weeks  before 
show.  The  warmer  the  temperature,  the  shorter 
the  period  between  the  end  of  disbudding  and 
show  time.  Double  blossom  plants  take  7  to  10 
days  longer  to  come  into  full  bloom  than  do 
those  with  single  blossoms.  Trailers  are  not 
generally  disbudded.  Disbudding  of  miniatures 
and  semi-miniatures  tends  to  induce  excessive 
suckering  and  a  larger  leaf  structure,  although 
a  short  disbudding  period  -  six  weeks  to  two 
months  -  can  be  quite  helpful. 

9.  You  can  support  foliage  on  large  plants  with 
support  rings.  These  collars,  kept  in  place  with 
elastic  bands,  prevent  drooping  of  the  leaves, 
improve  symmetry,  and  prevent  mechanical 
damage  to  the  foliage.  If  ready-made  collars 
are  too  expensive,  you  can  make  your  own  by 
cutting  a  circle  in  a  Styrofoam  plate,  using  the 
bottom  of  the  pot  as  a  pattern.  Cut  the  plate 
into  two  equal  halves,  place  around  the  top  of 
the  pot,  under  the  leaves,  and  tape  the  halves 
firmly  together. 

10.  Correct  gaps  in  the  leaf  pattern  by  gradually 
moving  leaves  using  small  picks  or  swizzle 
sticks.  Every  few  days  the  leaf  can  be  moved 
and  secured,  thereby  slowly  closing  a  gap. 
This  should  be  done  when  the  leaves  are  a  bit 
limp  from  lack  of  water  to  reduce  the 
likelihood  of  snapping  off  the  leaf. 
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1 1 .  Regularly  remove  dust  and  soil  from  the 
foliage  by  brushing  with  a  camel  hair  or  other 
natural  bristle  brush.  Do  not  use  brushes  with 
stiff  bristles  or  nylon  brushes  as  they  damage  the 
leaf  surface.  Remove  heavy  soil  by  washing 
plant  with  lukewarm  running  water.  To  prevent 
loss  of  soil  and  to  allow  water  to  run  over  and  off 
the  leaves,  hold  the  plant  on  an  angle  under  the 
tap.  Do  not  wet  the  center  of  the  plant.  Dry 
immediately  after  washing,  using  a  tissue  or 
similar  absorbent  material. 

12.  Blossom  thrips  are  a  concern,  especially  for 
outdoor  gardeners.  To  prevent  infestations,  wash 
your  hands  and  change  your  outer  clothes  after 
coming  in  from  the  garden  before  starting  to  work 
with  house  plants.  Always  use  pasteurized  soil 
mix  and  sterilized  pots,  saucers  and  tools.  Isolate 
new  plants  coming  into  your  collection  to  ensure 
they  are  indeed  healthy  and  free  of  insects. 


13.  The  worst  thing  that  can  happen  to 
Saintpaulia  is  an  infestation  of  cyclamen  mites. 
I  would  strongly  recommend  that  you  dispose 
of  any  plant  so  affected.  The  damage  can  be 
severe  -  centers  destroyed,  flower  stems  deformed  - 
and  it  will  spread  very  quickly  through  a 
collection. 

14.  Pack  plants  carefully  and  well  when  preparing 
to  take  them  to  show.  Leaves  are  at  their  most 
fragile  and  turgid  after  the  plant  has  been 
watered,  so  don’t  water  heavily  immediately  prior 
to  packing.  Excessive  transpiration  may  occur 
when  the  plant  is  enclosed  in  the  box  and  cause 
damage  to  blossoms. 

Reprinted  from  the  Toronto  Gesneriad 
Society  Newsletter  (1994),  and  Chatter, 
publication  of  the  AVS  of  Canada 


Who  Leaches,  Anyway? 

By  Margaret  Taylor 


This  question  is  often  asked  at  meetings,  and 
in  spite  of  most  African  violet  growers  preferring 
to  bottom-water  their  plants,  by  one  method  or 
another,  it  seems  that  leaching  is  seen  as  an 
unnecessary  chore. 

The  first  mistake  I  made  with  my  very  first 
African  violet  was  to  put  it  out  in  the  rain.  I 
knew  that  many  houseplants  benefit  from  a 
good  drink  of  rainwater  to  refresh  their  soil  ball 
and  clean  their  leaves.  I  was  dismayed  to  see 
those  poor  little  leaves  flagging  around  the  sides 
of  the  pot,  evidently  in  some  shock  at  being 
drenched  with  cold  water.  However,  they  were 
very  clean! 

Now,  many  years  later,  I  do  know  that  African 
violets  do  benefit  from  rain  water. 

What  are  these  benefits?  Rainwater  is  natural 
and  contains  minerals  other  than  the  ones  added 
to  our  water  supply.  We  know  that  fresh  chlorine 
is  a  “no-no”  for  violets.  The  pH  of  rainwater  is  of 
a  better  reading  too,  about  6.3  as  compared  to 
the  7.3  of  our  local  water  supply.  Rainwater  is 


wonderful  for  washing  leaves  which  have  col¬ 
lected  dust  and  grime  over  time.  It  is  important, 
after  washing,  to  air  dry  in  a  warm  place  before 
exposing  them  to  bright  natural  light. 

Plants  which  have  been  in  the  same  pot  for 
several  weeks  will  probably  enjoy  a  top  watering 
with  tepid  water.  If  access  to  clean  rainwater  is 
available,  it  can  be  used  to  top  water.  If  preferred, 
a  container  of  suitable  size  can  be  filled  and  the 
plant  placed  in  it  up  to  the  rim  for  ten  minutes  or 
so,  then  removed  and  drained. 

This  will  leach  out  any  built  up  chemicals,  and 
it  is  surprising  how  dark  the  water  is  when  the 
plant  is  removed,  resembling  strong  tea.  It  is  very 
important  to  drain  well.  The  pot  can  stand  on 
several  sheets  of  newspaper  or  old  towel  to  speed 
up  this  process.  If  wick  watering,  I  would  suggest 
not  replacing  on  the  reservoir  for  about  three  days 
as  the  soil  ball  will  be  wetter  than  usual. 

From  The  African  Violet ,  publication  of  the 
African  Violet  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 
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Top  Ten  Things  I  Learned  from 

Emma  Bygott 

By  Sayeh  Beheshti 


There  was  a  great  turnout  as  members  of  the 
Toronto  AVS  eagerly  awaited  Emma  Bygott’s 
presentation  at  our  November  2010  meeting.  As 
I  was  setting  up  the  projector,  Emma  came  over 
and  said,  “I  really  don’t  know  what  the  fuss 
is... it’s  just  a  room.”  It  soon  became  apparent  to 
all  that  this  was  not  “just  a  room,”  but  the 
culmination  of  years  of  experience  and  thought 
in  how  to  improve  growing  techniques  and 
optimize  the  conditions. 

Emma’s  plant  room  is  laid  out  to  accommo¬ 
date  a  3  x  6  ft  work  table  and  a  sink/cleaning  up 
area  at  one  end  as  well  as  four  4"  and  one  2" 
light  stand  arranged  in  a  ‘U’  format  in  the  other 
end  of  the  room. 


Over  the  years,  Emma  has  refined  her  space 
and  technique  to  allow  her  to  work  efficiently 
and  effectively,  and  raise  over  500  plants. 

While  you  may  be  years  away  from  having  a 
plant  room  like  Emma’s,  there  are  several 
techniques  that  you  can  implement  to  improve 
your  own  growing  conditions,  and  before  you 
know  it,  you  will  produce  the  same  amazing 
plants  that  Emma  does: 

1 .  Create  an  effective  work  area: 

Emma’s  worktable  is  neat  and  organized 


like  the  rest  of  the  plant  room.  She  uses  a 
couple  of  different  pots  all  stacked  up  neatly 
to  the  side  while  her  tools  are  on  a  tray,  ready 
for  use.  A  small  tray  holds  circles  of  fiberglass 
window  screening  cut  to  fit  perfectly  the 
bottom  of  different  size  pots.  These  screens 
are  great  to  place  at  the  bottom  of  pots  before 
adding  the  soil.  They  don’t  decompose,  can 
be  washed  and  reused  again  and  again,  and 
when  you  are  ready  to  repot  your  plant,  all 
you  need  to  do  is  push  up  a  pencil  through 
the  drainage  holes  in  your  pot  and  pop  out 
your  plant. 

Store  soil  in  covered  plastic  bins  under  the 
table,  ready  to  be  used.  The  soil  we  get  in  the 
club  is  already  sterilized;  however,  if  you  get 
a  single  plant  with  soil  mealybugs,  it  can 
contaminate  your  entire  collection.  The  best 
protection  is  prevention,  so  Emma  mixes 
Marathon  into  her  soil  as  soon  as  she  gets  it 
and  only  uses  that  soil  for  potting.  She  also 
immediately  repots  any  plant  she  brings 
home  with  her  soil  as  prevention. 

2.  Have  your  grooming  supplies  within 
reach: 

You  can  keep  a  set  of  inexpensive  tools 
like  a  dollar  store  brush  and  tweezers  on  each 
shelf  within  arm’s  reach  to  quickly  tackle  any 
grooming  issue  you  might  spot. 

3.  Create  a  routine: 

Tedious  chores  like  washing  flowerpots 
become  easy  if  you  have  a  routine  to  process 
a  whole  batch  at  a  time.  Emma  tosses  the 
empty  pots  into  the  sink,  rinses,  and  soaks 
them  overnight  in  a  tub  with  CLR  to  disinfect 
and  remove  any  deposits.  The  next  day,  she 
rinses  them  off,  allowing  them  to  air  dry  in 
another  tub  before  stacking  them  up  on  her 
worktable  to  be  reused. 

4.  Plan  for  entering  the  Design  portion  of 
our  show: 
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Emma  grows  violets  (100+  semi  minis, 
50+  minis,  30+  standards),  quite  a  few 
varieties  of  Gesneriads,  as  well  as  other 
miniature  plants,  which  are  great  for  entering 
the  design  category  of  competitions.  When 
you  want  to  make  a  terrarium  or  dish  garden 
that  mimics  nature  and  has  a  tiny  pond  and 
rocks,  you  need  small,  miniature  plants  that 
fit  that  scale,  and  by  growing  a  couple 
different  ones,  Emma  can  ensure  that  she 
has  a  good  supply  for  making  the  perfect 
designs. 

5.  Group  similar  types  of  plants  together: 

The  majority  of  Emma’s  violets  are  semi¬ 
miniature  and  miniatures  that  are  grouped 
together,  making  it  easy  to  go  through  mass 
maintenance.  When  you  see  your  plants 
reach  a  certain  size,  you  know  that  they  are 
ready  for  repotting. 

6.  Used  a  covered  tray  to  start  leaves: 

When  starting  a  new  violet,  Emma  begins 
her  leaves  in  a  starter  mix  that  contains 
mostly  vermiculite  in  a  tray  with  a  clear 
dome.  These  are  often  sold  as  mini 
greenhouses  in  some  stores.  Using  square 
pots  maximizes  the  number  of  pots  that  can 
be  placed  in  each  tray.  She  writes  the  name  of 
each  leaf  in  pencil  on  the  plastic  stakes.  This 
has  a  couple  of  benefits  over  labeling  the  pot 
since  it  makes  it  easy  to  read  the  names 
without  removing  the  pots.  The  pencil  names 
can  be  wiped  off  and  the  stakes  reused. 

7.  Use  inexpensive  fans  to  create  airflow: 

Good  ventilation  is  very  important  for 
violets  since  stagnant  air  can  lead  to  powdery 
mildew.  Emma  has  two  clip-on  fans  that  she 
purchased  at  a  discount  store  for  $5.  One  is 
set  up  on  the  same  timer  as  the  light  stands, 
so  it  works  when  the  lights  are  on.  The  fans 
don’t  directly  point  at  any  of  the  plants  and 
just  improve  overall  circulation. 


8.  Keep  track  of  what  you  have  (and  what 
you  want...) 

Emma  uses  “First  Class,”  a  computer 
program  available  on  line  from  the  AVSA 
website.  There  is  a  section  in  the  software  that 
allows  you  to  create  your  own  database,  and 
Emma  uses  that  section  to  copy  information 
from  the  main  database  to  make  a  list  of  only 
the  plants  she  has. 

Placing  her  semis  and  minis  in  alphabetical 
order  on  the  light  stands  makes  it  so  easy  to 
check  her  list  and  locate  a  specific  plant.  And, 
a  label  maker  lets  her  quickly  label  all  her  pots. 

9.  Monitor  your  light  schedule: 

Emma  keeps  her  light  stands  on  a  timer, 
turning  on  after  9pm  when  the  hydro  rates 
are  lower  for  a  maximum  of  10  hours  each 
night.  As  the  countdown  to  the  show  begins, 
the  timers  will  be  adjusted  to  increase  the 
number  of  hours,  speed  up  growth,  and  in 
conjunction  with  disbudding  and  an  appro¬ 
priate  fertilizer  schedule,  encourage  the  violets 
to  begin  to  burst  into  bloom  right  at  the  show. 

10.  Make  watering  easy: 

Every  four  days,  Emma  waters  her  plants 
from  the  bottom,  meaning  she  pours  water 
into  the  saucer  underneath  them,  and  they 
absorb  what  they  need.  Whatever  is  left  after 
20  minutes  is  discarded.  An  electric  watering 
system  that  she  purchased  allows  Emma  to 
water  all  her  plants  in  about  an  hour. 

This  system  uses  a  submersible  pond 
pump,  flexible  hose,  a  2  ft  air  nozzle,  and 
makes  watering  a  breeze. 

Editor’s  Note:  Turn  the  page  to  see  one  of 

Emma  Bygott' s  award-winning  plants. 

Reprinted  from  The  African  Violet  Sheet, 
The  Toronto  African  Violet  Society,  and  Chatter , 
publication  of  the  AVS  of  Canada 


September  •  October  2011 


African  Violet  Magazine  4  7 


Photo  Credit: Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Brazos  Belle 

Exhibited  by:  Emma  Bygott 
Hybridized  by:  L.  Ray 
Miniature  Trailer 
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AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 
35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 
1  April  2011  to  31  May  2011  •  Total  $440.00 


Geneva 


C1NTI  AVS/OH 

In  lieu  of  judges fee for  Gertrude  Morabito 


Multicolor 

CINTI  AVS/OH 

In  lieu  of  judges fee for  Marge  Farrand 


Alice  A.  Inlow 

First  AVS  of  Denton/TX 

For  the  program  Bill  Foster  presented. 

First  Nighter  AVS  of  Dallas/TX 

Spring  Branch  AVC/TX 

Gulf-Edison  AVC/FL 

In  memory  of  Mary  Jane  Samuels 


Thumbprint 

The  Sheridan  AVC/WY 
Robert  McMeel 
Carol  Semrau 
Gabriela  Liberty 
Sylvia  B.  Taub 
Anne  Nicholas 
Pamela  Lund 
Wendy  looker 
Vivian  Schwartz 
Mary  Vasconcelles 
AVC  of  Morris  County /NJ 

In  lieu  of  judges  travel  expense for 
David  Tooker  and  Dorothy  Ramond. 
Susan  Hapner 

In  appreciation  to  Stanley  Ko  for  his 
beautiful  plants. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck  •  17235  N.  106th  Avenue  •  Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  April  1,  2011  -May  31,  2011  •  Total  =  $310.00 


Multicolor 

Early  Bird  Violet  Club,  Birmingham,  AL  .  .  60.00 
In  lieu  of  Judge’s  travel  for 
Early  Bird  Violet  Club 
March  4-5,  201 1  Show 


Two-tone 

Goldsboro  African  Violet  Society, 

Goldsboro,  NC . 25.00 

In  memory  of  Christine  C.  Jones,  a  life  member 
of  First  Goldsboro  AVS 

First  Nighter  AVS  of  Dallas,  Marlin,  TX  .  .  25.00 


Alice  A.  Inlow,  Ballwin,  MO . 25.00 

Spring  Branch  AVC,  Houston,  TX . 30.00 

Victoria  AVS,  Victoria,  TX . 25.00 


Thumbprint 

Terri  A.  Brooks,  Roseland,  VA . 10.00 

Susan  E.  Joy,  Pickerington,  OH . 20.00 

Sandra  W.  Kahn,  Saint  James,  NY . 20.00 

Robert  McMeel,  Houma,  LA . 5.00 

John  L.  Patterson,  Hagerstown,  MD . 5.00 

Donna  Pellegrino,  Fairview,  TN . 5.00 

Jeri  Rodgers,  Austin  TX . 20.00 

Carol  Semrau,  Anoka,  MN . 20.00 

Sylvia  B.  Taub,  Windsor,  CT . 15.00 
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My  First  Chimera 

By  Bob  Kurzynski 


Well,  I  didn’t  get 
it  yesterday,  last 
week,  or  last  month. 

I  got  it  at  the  Santa 
Clara,  CA,  conven¬ 
tion  in  1991.  I 
found  it  at  the  sale 
table  of  one  of  my 
favorite  commercial 
growers  at  that  time, 

Don  and  Jean  Ness. 

As  I  was  talking 
to  Jean  and  looking 
through  her  sale 
plants,  she  pointed  out  their  new  Chimera,  a 
semimini  called  ‘Ness’  Mini  Sota.’  Although  at 
the  time,  $20.00  was  a  lot  to  spend  on  a  plant, 
1  knew  I  had  to  have  it.  My  lovely  wife,  whom  I 
later  named  a  violet  after  (‘Miss  Ellie’)  gave  me 
a  hard  time,  but  I  bought  her  an  ice  cream  cone 
and  she  relented,  and  let  me  buy  it.  (only 
kidding  about  the  ice  cream  cone... it  was 
actually  a  nice  piece  of  jewelry...) 

I  have  been  growing  and  showing  this  beau¬ 
tiful  plant  since  then.  My  method  of  reproducing 
this  beauty  is  simple,  takes  little  effort,  and  pro¬ 
duces  great  results.  Here’s  how  I  do  it: 

First,  choose  a  blossom  stalk,  or  stalks,  that 


Figure  1 


have  healthy 
opposite  small 
leaves  on  the 
peduncle  part  of  the 
flower  stem,  (see  Fig 
1).  Next,  cut  off  the 
blossoms  as  close  to 
the  little  leaves  as 
possible,  and  then 
cut  off  the  bottom  of 
the  stem  leaving 
about  1  inch  of 
stem,  (see  Fig  2). 
Then  prepare  a  small 
container  with  a  new  loose  potting  mixture,  and 
plant  the  stems  up  to  the  base  of  the  little 


Figure  3 
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leaves.  Spray  with  tepid  water  until  the  mixture 
is  moist,  cover,  and  put  the  container  under  the 
lights. 

Depending  on  your  conditions,  you  should  start 
to  see  one  or  two  little  plantlets  forming  in  the 
axils  of  the  little  leaves  on  the  stem,  (see  Fig  3) . 

After  they  start  looking  like  a  little  plant, 
remove  them  from  the  stem  along 
with  any  roots  that  may  have  formed 
(  see  Fig  4),  and  pot  them  up  as  you 
would  any  other  little  plantlet.  From 
here  on,  they  will  grow  just  the  same 
as  any  plantlet  you  may  have  taken 
from  a  mother  leaf. 

Through  the  years,  I  have  given 
many  of  these  plants  to  our  club  to 
use  as  sale  plants.  Some  of  the  other 
easy  ones  I  grow  using  this  method 
are  ‘The  Alps,’  ‘Yukako,’  and  ‘Sun- 
coast  Peppermint  Cathy.’  \ 

A  good  time  to  get  the  blossom 

stems  from  someone,  is  after  a  show  _ 

when  the  exhibitor  is  removing  the 


Figure  4 


blossom  stalks.  They  are  usually  only  too 
happy  to  give  them  to  you. 

There  are  other  methods  of  propagating 
Chimeras,  but  this  is  an  easy  way  to  start.  Why 
not  give  it  a  try?  Good  luck  and  happy 
growing! 


Convention  Photos 


Danny  Tidwell 


AVSA  President ,  Linda  Hall  &  Sons 


Kathy  Brewster 


Laura  Goretsky 


Maty  &  Art  Boland 
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Detroit  2012 

Convention  -  Specific  Awards 


We  are  looking  forward  to  our  next  convention 
in  fascinating  “motor  city”  Detroit,  MI!  Here  is  the 
list  of  Specific  Variety  and  Collection  Awards 
donated  so  far  for  the  2012  convention  show. 
The  awards  that  we  give  are  important  because 
they  encourage  people  to  show  their  plants  and 
they  serve  as  a  reward  for  their  hard  work.  We 
would  especially  like  to  invite  those  who  are 
members  residing  in  Michigan  and  surrounding 
states  to  talk  with  your  club  members  and  donate 
one  or  two  awards  for  this  convention  which  will 
be  held  in  your  area.  All  awards  will  be  listed  in 
the  convention  book.  Many  thanks  go  to  those 
members  and  affiliates  who  make  our  awards 
possible  through  their  donations,  and  we  encour¬ 
age  each  of  you  to  consider  giving  an  award. 

To  be  part  of  this  convention  effort,  please 
send  your  awards  (payable  to  AVSA  in  U.S. 
funds)  to: 

Judith  Carter,  AVSA  Awards  Chair 
1825  W.  Lincoln  St. 

Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509 
Email:  AVSAawards@valornet.com 
The  deadline  to  be  included  on  the  Jan/Feb 
AVM  Awards  page  is  October  15,  2011.  Please 
include  an  email  address  or  telephone  contact. 

Specific  Variety  Awards 

Best  Everdina  -  $75  -  Hans  Inpijn  (CA) 

Best  Mary  D  -  $25  -  Janet  Riemer  (NJ) 

Best  Lonestar  Helen  Mahr  -  $75  -  Richard  & 
Anne  Nicholas  (TX) 

Best  Nancy  Hayes  -  $25  -  Nancy  Hayes  (CT) 

Best  Rodeo  Country  -  $75  -  Spring  Branch  AVC  (TX) 
Best  Ozark  Sinningia  $35  -  David  Harris  (MO) 

Amateur  Collection  Awards 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $300/coin  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 


2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $200  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $  1 00  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

Best  Buckeye  Collection  $200  -  Pat’s  Patch/Pat 
Hancock  (OH) 

2nd  Best  Buckeye  Collection  $100  -  Pat’s 
Patch/Pat  Hancock  (OH) 

Best  Robinson  Collection  $  1 50  -  Ralph  &  Olive 
Ma  Robinson  (NY) 

2nd  Best  Robinson  Collection  $50  -  Ralph  & 

Olive  Ma  Robinson  (NY) 

Best  Lyon’s  Greenhouse  Collection  $200  - 
Paul  Sorano  (NY) 

2nd  Best  Lyon’s  Greenhouse  Collection  $100  - 
Paul  Sorano  (NY) 

Best  Russian  Hybrid  Collection  $300  - 

Vladimir  &  Tatiana  Kalgin  (Moscow,  Russia) 
2nd  Best  Russian  Hybrid  Collection  $200  - 
Vladimir  &  Tatiana  Kalgin  (Moscow,  Russia) 
3rd  Best  Russian  Hybrid  Collection  $100  - 
Vladimir  &  Tatiana  Kalgin  (Moscow,  Russia) 

Commercial  Collections  Awards 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $300  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $200  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection  $100  -  Holtkamp 
Greenhouses  (TN) 

This  listing  has  only  Specific  Variety  and 
Collection  Awards.  For  all  current  awards,  go  to 
AVSA.org,  click  on  National  Convention  and  then 
Awards.  A  full  awards  list  will  appear  in  the 
January /February  AVM. 

Specific  variety  awards  for  Detroit  closed  June 
15th,  2011.  They  are  now  being  accepted  for  the 
2013  AVSA  Convention. 


djb  dlb  di&  <^>  oQp  <&>  ofip  dip  dip  dip  dip 

CA)  CA)  (A)  CA)  CA)  CA)  (a)  (A)  ca)  (a)  CA)  CA) 
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The  Disappearing  Varieties  - 
Why  Is  This  Happening? 

By  Neil  Lipson 


When  I  had  the  last  ‘Sugar  N’  Spice’  chimera 
and  almost  lost  it,  I  wondered  how  many  other 
varieties  have  disappeared?  Well,  it  turns  out, 
quite  a  few. 

I  bought  Sugar  N’  Spice  from  Fischer’s 
Greenhouse  in  Atlantic  City  about  twenty  years 
ago  and  propagated  it  for  myself  and  friends.  It 
was  always  a  fussy  plant  and  kept  reverting  back 
to  solid  blue.  Fortunately,  I  had  enough  of  them 
that  I  kept  it  around.  I  also  gave  it  to  friends  in 
my  local  club. 

Flowever,  about  three  years  ago,  all  of  mine 
reverted  at  the  same  time.  I  then  checked  around 
with  other  AVSA  members,  and  no  one  had  it .  I 
couldn’t  believe  it!  How  could  such  a  famous 
variety  just  disappear?  I  had  Barbara  Elkins  put  it 
in  the  “Most  Wanted,”  wrote  an  article  on  it,  and 
still  no  one  had  it!  I  thought  it  was  gone. 

Then,  I  was  visiting  my  chiropractor  and 
found  that  he  had  the  plant  growing  under  his 
lights!  I  was  astounded  by  this!  I  asked  him 
where  he  got  it  from  and  he  said,  “Neil,  you  gave 
me  this  plant  a  few  years  ago.”  The  moral:  be 
generous,  as  it  pays  off.  He  gave  me  the  plant,  I 
propagated  it  again,  and  then  put  it  on  eBay  to 
allow  the  public  to  have  the  plant  in  circulation 
again.  I  got  $100  for  it.  The  price  has  dropped 
since  then,  but  this  is  what  happens  with  violets, 
they  disappear.  Why? 

Many  of  the  growers  get  old,  and  they  have 
these  rare  plants.  Many  times  they  don’t  have 
the  names  on  the  plants  and  when  they  pass 
away,  their  family  has  no  idea  what  is  in  the 
collection.  They  give  it  away  to  others  that  don’t 


know  what  they‘re  getting,  or  even  worse,  don’t 
know  how  to  care  for  the  plants  and  then,  they’re 
gone. 

In  speaking  with  many  experienced  growers, 
they  tell  me  that  many  of  the  classics  from  years 
ago  have  slowly  died  away,  and  the  numbers  are 
astounding.  As  many  as  30  to  40%  are  gone. 
The  commercial  growers  of  today  are  always 
coming  out  with  new  varieties,  but  they  ignore 
many  of  the  old  classic  ones.  Look  at  the  yellow 
violets  for  example. 

At  the  2011  National  Convention,  I  don’t 
recall  seeing  one  of  them.  When  they  came  out 
years  ago  there  was  great  excitement,  but  they 
didn’t  grow  well  and  were  not  really  pure  yellow. 
You  don’t  see  too  many  of  them  today,  if  at  all. 
This  is  what  happens  with  violets;  they  come  and 

ge¬ 
ls  this  a  problem?  If  you  remember  some  of 
the  beautiful  ones  in  the  past,  and  they  disappear, 
yes,  it  can  be  depressing.  However,  with  all  the 
thousands  of  new  varieties,  there’s  no  shortage  of 
beautiful  violets.  Just  remember  to  give  away 
leaves  and  constantly  ask  if  your  friends  still 
have  the  plant.  Many  of  the  growers  lose  them. 
You  really  have  to  stay  on  top  of  this,  or  the 
variety  will  be  gone. 

Neil  Lipson  is  a  computer  consultant  in 
Broomall,  PA,  and  has  been  writing  articles  Jor 
the  AVSA  magazine  Jor  over JJteen  years.  You 
can  contact  him  at  lipson@att.net. 

From  the  Empire  Violet  Magazine , 
publication  of  the  New  York  State  AYS 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Yukako 

Exhibited  by:  Marie  Bums 
Standard  Chimera 
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Concord 

Exhibited  by: 

Neil  Lipson 
Hybridized  by-. 
Horikoshi/Ozaki 
Standard  Chimera 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Rob ’s  Pink 
Buttercups 

Exhibited  by-. 
Donna  Brining 
Hybridized  by-. 
R.  Robinson 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  cr>  0rc©$ 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  cn  Tcu/rt's 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  cn  C^emcnc 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  cn  .'Leo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  'Yirqo 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  cn  Lcbra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  cn  Scor^co 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  cn  Sagffiarfas 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Cc^rccom 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  cn  0c^carctcs 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  cn  Pisces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


September  Moon  Tab)® 

Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Thu  2:48  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

2  Fri 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

3  Sat  5:03  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

4  Sun 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd  1:39  pm 

5  Mon  10:03  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

6  Tue 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

7  Wed 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

8  Thu  5:42  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

9  Fri 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

10  Sat  3:26  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

1 1  Sun 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

12  Mon 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

Full  5:27  am 

13  Tie  2:49  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

14  Wed 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

15  Thu  3:25  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

16  Fri 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

17  Sat 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

18  Sun  4:06  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

1 9  Mon 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

20  Tue  2:53  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th  9:39  am 

21  Wed 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

22  Thu  9:55  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

23  Fri 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

24  Sat 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

25  Sun  12:49  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

26  Mon 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4  th 

27  Tue  12:51  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

New  7:09  am 

28  Wed 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

29  Thu  12:05  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

30  Fri 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 
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October  Moon  Tab)© 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

Sat  12:42  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

Sun 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

Mon  4:16  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruittuI 

2nd  11:15  pm 

Tue 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

Wed  1 1 : 1 8  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

Thu 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

Fri  9:13  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

Sat 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

Sun 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

Mon  8:57  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

Tue 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

Full  10:06  pm 

Wed  9:35  pm 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

Thu 

Taurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

Fri 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

3rd 

Sat  10:15  am 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

Sun 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

Mon  9:38  pm 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

Tue 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

Wed 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th  1 1:30  pm 

Thu  6:06  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

Fri 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

Sat  10:40  am 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4  th 

Sun 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

Mon  1 1:49  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

Trie 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

Wed  1 1 :08  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

New  3:56  pm 

Thu 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

Fri  10:45  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

Sat 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

Sun  12:39  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

Mon 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

Membership  Application 

Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by _ Mem.  # _ 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  www.avsa.org  Date _ 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine. 


□  Individual  Membership  USA  ($30.00) 

□  Associate  Member  USA  ($  15.00-no  magazine)  Q 
(Must  reside  at  same  address  as  a  person 

having  any  other  Class  of  membership 

□  International  Individual,  Canada  ($35.00) 

□  International  Associate,  Canada  ($17.50) 

□  International  Individual,  other  than  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  International  Associate,  other  than  Canada  ($20.00) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($60.00) 

□  Commercial  Canada  ($65.00) 

□  Commercial  International,  other  than  Canada  ($70.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  including  local,  state,  regional,  and 
Judge’s  Councils,  USA  ($35.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter  International, 
other  than  Canada  ($45.00) 

□  Library  ($30.00) 

□  Life  Member  USA  ($1,000.00) 

□  Life  Member  International  ($1,500.00) 


New  Member  □  Renewal  Mem  # _ 

(Please  type  or  print) 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ Country _ 

Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS:  please  remit  in  US$ 


with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  International  Postal 
money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 

VISA  /  MC  accepted  Card  # _ Exp.  Date _ 

Security  Code _ Signature _ 

E-mail  Address _ 
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Wide  Spectrum  Grow  Bulbs  -vs- 

Regular  Grow  Bulbs 

By  Joyce  Stork 


There  definitely  is  a  difference  between  the 
various  types  of  fluorescent  bulbs  available. 
Probably  the  best  discussion  of  that  can  be  found 
in  the  book  Growing  to  Show  by  Pauline 
Bartholomew  (available  from  the  AVSA  office  or 
Amazon.com).  The  biggest  difference  between 
the  various  bulbs  is  the  difference  in  the  amount 
of  blue  and  red  rays  given  by  each. 

The  Gro-Lux  Wide  Spectrum  bulbs  (or 
tubes)  have  about  21%  red  rays  and  8%  are  far 
red,  while  both  the  cool  and  warm  white  tubes 
have  just  8  or  11%  (respectively)  red  rays.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  the  Gro-Lux  tubes  have  about  14%  blue 
rays,  while  the  cool  and  warm  whites  have 
20%  or  13%  (respectively).  The  remainder  of  the 
light  emitted  are  rays  in  the  yellow/green  range 
which  primarily  determine  brightness  but  have 
little  effect  on  growing.  As  you  might  guess,  the 
cool  and  warm  white  tubes  have  the  most 
yellow,  making  them  also  the  brightest. 

So  what  is  the  advantage  of 
one  over  the  other? 

1.  All  will  do  a  fine  job  of  providing  adequate 
light  for  growing  African  violets  and  many 
other  plants.  Some  studies  have  found  that 
the  cool  white  are  at  least  the  equivalent  to,  if 
not  better  than,  the  Gro-Lux.  Another  study 
showed  that  the  Gro-Lux  were  superior  for 


about  six  months  and  then,  as  the  tube  aged, 
lost  strength  and  were  inferior  to  the  cool 
white.  There  is  some  variation  in  the  speed 
and  manner  in  which  violets  grow  under  the 
various  light  bulbs,  but  this  may  be  too  subtle 
for  many  growers  to  notice. 

2.  The  cool  white  and  warm  white  tubes  are  less 
expensive  than  the  Gro-Lux.  If  you  have  a 
large  collection,  it  can  be  much  more  econom¬ 
ical  to  use  the  cool  or  warm  white  tubes. 

3.  If  your  violets  are  growing  in  a  living  area, 
you  may  find  that  you  prefer  to  use  the  Gro- 
Lux  tubes  because  they  are  less  bright  and 
glaring. 

African  violet  blossoms  look  different  under 
the  two  different  types  of  tubes.  The  cool  white 
tubes  tend  to  highlight  the  blue  color  of  the 
flower,  making  the  reds  and  pinks  look  a  bit  dull. 
The  opposite  happens  with  the  Gro-Lux,  which 
tends  to  enhance  the  reds  and  pinks,  and  the 
blue  flowers  look  dull.  Because  of  that,  many, 
many  growers  opt  to  use  both  a  cool  white  and  a 
Gro-Lux  wide  spectrum  tube  in  their  fixtures 
(which  usually  hold  two  tubes).  This  seems  to 
provide  a  balance  of  color  that  is  attractive,  fairly 
accurate  to  the  way  the  color  appears  in  natural 
light,  and  economical. 

From  the  FAQ  section  of  the  AVSA  Web  Site 


Amy  Carruth  & 
Jenny  Daugereau 


Pliillv  Fun 


Ann  Marie  Keene 


Peggy  Mooney  & 
Barbara  Jones 
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September  17  &  18  -  CALIFORNIA 

Delta  Gesneriad  &  AVS  Annual 
Judged  Show  and  Sale 
Sacramento  Garden  &  Arts  Center 
3330  McKinley  Blvd 
Sacramento,  CA 
September  17  -  1pm  -  4pm 
September  18  - 1  lam  -  3pm 
Info:  Lynn  Lombard  (530)  637-9000 
Email:  lynn_lombard@att.net 
URL:  www.sacviolets.org 

September  24  -  COLORADO 

Rocky  Mountain  African  Violet 
Council 

Annual  fall  sale 

Tagawa  Garden  Center 

7711  S.  Parker  Road 

Centennial,  CO  80016 

Hours:  9am  -  3pm 

Info:  Nelly  Levine  303-423-6072 

NLevine28@msn.com 

October  1  &  2  -  TEXAS 

Spring  Branch  African  Violet  Club 

Annual  Fall  Sale 

Hermann  Park  Garden  Center 

1 500  Hermann  Park  Drive 

Houston,  TX  77004 

Oct.  1  -  10am  -  4pm 

Oct.  2  -  1  Oam  -  3pm 

Info:  Elaine  Click,  713-462-4257 

Email:  eeclick@aol.com 

October  8  &  9  -  WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin  Council  of  AV  Clubs 

Annual  Show/Sale 

Olbrich  Botanical  Gardens 

3330  Atwood  Ave 

Madison,  WI 

Oct  8  -  Noon  -  5pm 

Oct9  -  1  Oam  -  3pm 

Info:  Alice  Peterson  (608)  833-5552 

Email:  peters56@tds.net 


October  14  &  15  -  TEXAS 

First  Austin  AVS  Annual 
Fall  Show/Sale 

Saint  John’s  United  Methodist  Church 
2140  Allandale  Rd 
Austin,  TX 

Oct  14  -  10am  -  3:30pm 
Oct  15  -  9am  -  3:30pm 
Info:  Susan  Kautz  (512)  365-1818 
email:  gizzmo@austin.rr.com 

October  15  -  MICHIGAN 

Michigan  State  AVS 
Semi  Annual  Display  and  Sale 
Hours:  10  am  -  4:30  pm 
Matthaei  Botanical  Gardens 
1 800  Dixboro  Rd 
Ann  Arbor,  MI 

Info:  Lynn  Allen  (248)  332-7924 
Email:  LynnAllen04 1 3@comcast.net 


October  15th  -  CANADA 

Judging  School 
Toronto  AVS 

Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
Info:  www.tavs.ca 
Register  contact:  Sayeh  Beheshti 
(416)  832-9826 
Email :  sayeh@ica.net 

October  21-22,  2011 

AVS  of  Minnesota 
Fall  Display/Sale 
Northtown  Shopping  Center 
398  Northtown  Drive  N.E. 

Blaine,  MN  55434 
Oct  21  -  10am  -  7pm 
Oct  22  -  10am  -  5pm 
Info:  Jude  Neumann 
http://sites.google.com/site/avsminne 
sota 


October  22  &  23  -  New  York 

New  York  State  AVS 

Convention  Show  &  Sale 

The  Holiday  Inn  -  Rochester  Airport 

9 1 1  Brooks  Avenue 

Rochester,  NY  14624 

Oct  22  -  1:30pm  -  5pm 

Oct  23  -  9am-  4pm 

Info:  Bob  Springer  (585)413  0606 

Email:  rspringe@rochester.rr.com 


October  22  &  23  -  MINNESOTA 

North  Star  AVC  Fall  Display/Sale 

Bachman’s,  6010  Lyndale  Ave. 

Minneapolis,  MN 

Oct  22  -  9am  -  5pm 

Oct  23  -  9am  -  4pm 

Info:  Steve  Gonzalez  651-439-9128 

October  28  -  29,  201 1  -  TEXAS 

Lone  Star  AV  Conference 
State  of  Texas  African  Violet 
Show/Sale 

Crowne  Plaza,  Fort  Worth  South 
1 00  Altamesa  East  Blvd. 

Ft.  Worth,  TX  76134 
Oct  28  9am  -  5pm 
Oct  29  10am  -  4:30pm 
Workshop  Presenter  -  Dr.  Bill  Price 
Info:  Anne  Nicholas  940-565-0363 
Email:  randanicho@aol.com 

October  29  &  30  -  Connecticut 

Nutmeg  State  AVS 
Homewood  Hilton  Suites 
6905  Main  Street 
Stratford,  CT 
(exit  65  off  Merritt  Pky) 

Oct  29  -  lpm  -  4pm 
Oct  30  -  10am-3pm 
Info:  Donna  Presnell  203-777-1872 

November  5  &  6  -  NEW  JERSEY 

TriState  AV  Council  Annual 
Show/Sale 

Frelinghuysen  Arboretum 
53  East  Hanover  Ave. 

Morristown,  New  Jersey 
Nov.  5  -  1:30pm  -  4:30pm 
Nov.  6-11 :00am  -  3:30pm 
Info:  Janet  Riemer 
Email:  j_riemer@comcast.net 
www.tristateavc.org/ 

November  5  &  6  -  MISSOURI 

AVC  of  Greater  Kansas  City 
61st  Annual  Show/Sale 
Loose  Park  Garden  Center 
5 1  st  Street  and  Wornall 
Kansas  City,  MO 
Nov  5  -  9am  -  3pm 
Nov  6  -  10am  -  3pm 
Info:  Fred  &  Pat  Inbody 
(816)  373-6915 
E-Mail:  kskdl@juno.com 
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Round  Robins:  Are  They  Extinct? 

By  Paul  Kroll 

pfkroll@roadrunner.com  •  4325  Two  Rod  Road  •  East  Aurora,  NY  14052-9693 


I  have  been  growing  plants  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  Once  I  joined  the  “parent  societies”  which 
sponsor  the  local  African  violet  and  gesneriad 
clubs,  I  learned  of  “Round  Robins.”  This  was  a 
system  of  communication  with  several  other 
hobbyists  who  had  like  interests.  It  required  the 
following  procedure: 

A  group  was  formed  with  several  members, 
overseen  by  a  “Chairman  of  the  Robins.” 

An  envelope  would  arrive  at  your  home  peri¬ 
odically  with  a  letter  from  each  of  the  members. 

You  wrote  one  letter  to  the  members  of  your 
Robin  group.  A  portion  of  this  letter  dealt  with 
the  topic  for  this  round,  a  bit  of  personal  informa¬ 
tion  pertinent  to  the  overall  topic:  African  violets, 
gesneriads,  etc.  A  brief  personal  note  to  each  of 
the  members  often  was  written  as  well. 

This  letter  was  added  to  the  envelope  and 
addressed  to  the  next  person  on  the  Robin’s 
“flight.”  It  was  always  mailed  First  Class. 

On  the  next  round,  your  old  letter  would  be 
removed  and  replaced  with  a  new  letter  and  new 
information,  questions,  answers,  etc. 

Each  time  you  put  the  Round  Robin  into  the 
mail,  you  sent  a  postcard  to  the  Robin  Chairman 
so  that  the  whereabouts  of  that  particular  Robin 
was  known  and  tracked. 

Often  the  arriving  Robin  envelope  would  con¬ 


tain  photographs  or  seeds. 

The  last  AVS  of  Canada  Round  Robin  to  “fly,” 
was  Robin  Number  Four.  Members  of  that  group 
included:  Jean  Bell  (Chairman  of  Robins),  Ina 
Beaver,  Marcia  Belisle,  Dick  Harriman,  Anne 
Moffat,  and  me.  We  became  closer  friends  as  a 
result  of  this  exchange  and  looked  forward  with 
great  anticipation  to  the  arrival  of  the  next  round. 

The  computer  age  seems  to  have  taken  over, 
and  the  era  of  Round  Robins  appears  to  be  past. 
The  quicker  methods  of  email  and  internet  dis¬ 
cussion  groups  prevail  today.  I  personally  miss 
the  Round  Robins  as  a  way  to  communicate  and 
share  photographs,  recipes,  seeds,  etc. 

Jean  Bell  was  the  Chairman  of  AVSC  Round 
Robins  for  many  years.  Jean  was  honored  at  the 
last  AVSC  Convention  annual  membership  meet¬ 
ing.  She  retired  from  this  responsibility  and 
nobody  has  expressed  an  interest  in  taking  over. 
I  do  believe  there  is  interest  enough  out  there  to 
re-establish  this  program,  but  we  need  to  hear 
from  you,  if  you  are  interested.  Please  feel  free  to 
write  me  via  email  or  snail  mail  and  let  me  know 
if  you  are  interested  in  joining  a  Round  Robin. 
We  might  be  able  to  get  them  flying  again! 

From  Chatter ,  Publication  of  the 

AVS  of  Canada 


•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••A*** 

PLANTING  A  LEAF 

By  Marge  Huntley 


Beg,  borrow,  buy,  but  do  not  steal  a  leaf. 

It  should  be  mature  but  not  too  old  or  faded. 

If  unable  to  pot  immediately,  place  in  water. 

Trim  the  stem  to  3cm  (1  1/4")  with  a  front  facing 
sloping  cut. 

Label  a  small  pot  with  the  date  and  name  of 
plant. 

Fill  pot  with  dampened  African  violet  potting 
mix. 

Thp  the  pot  on  table  to  settle  mix. 


Insert  leaf  from  the  side  rather  than  straight 
down  so  that  the  cut  edge  is  not  too  far  under 
the  surface. 

Water  very  lightly  with  tepid  water.  Drain  well. 

The  pot  may  be  placed  inside  a  clear  plastic  bag, 
a  propagator,  or  left  uncovered. 

If  covering,  the  mix  must  be  well  drained  first. 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Australia 
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Patty’ *  Ptanh  <£  ClntiqueA 

PO  Pie*  75/ 

920  Millington 
Winfield ,  Plcuwa*  67/56 

African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 
Begonias  &  Ferns 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
web  site: www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of- Africa. com  garymikita@cs.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  DeptAV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

African  Violets,  Aeschynanthus,  Chiritas,  Codonanthe,  Columneas, 
Episcias,  Hoyas,  Kohlerias,  Nematanthus,  Orchids, 

Petrocosmeas,  Rex  Begonias,  Streptocarpus, 
other  assorted  Gesneriads, 

And  much  more! 

To  receive  our  2011  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  Mountains! 

Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 

To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.lyndOnlyOn.COni 


' 
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JoS  Violets 

J  African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 

/ www.josviolets.com  or 

send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr 

Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344 

josviolets@yahoo.com 

The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway 

ffia 

graft 

Englewood,  Colorado  801 13 

v*T7.“ 

(303)761-1770  Established  1969 

my  \ 

vh&Sr 

See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 

V 

www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 

PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens. 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


*  PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


Selective 
'Qardener 

Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 
The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  10  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


Oyama 

Self- Watering  Planters 

DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


Or  ddr 


www.gesneriadsociety. 


jty.org 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthus,  Chiritci,  Columned,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthns,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus . . .  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1122  E  Pike 
Street.  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads ,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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IQS 


P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 


40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  1 2  =  $76.86  24  =  $1 44.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted 

74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  H  x27"Wx  12"  D 


Buckeye  &  Bluegrass  Violets 

New  Releases  for  201 1 
Buckeye  Openly  Irish,  Buckeye  Too 
Tempting,  Buckeye  Ticker  Tape, 
Buckeye  Tornado 

201 1  color  catalog  $3.00  USA/$5.00  other 
PayPal  orders  -  pat.hancock@hughes.net 
Mail  Orders:  Buckeye  Violets 
7132  Shurtz  Rd 
Middletown,  OH  45042 
(513)  425-0308 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


v,Vid  GreegA 

Vs>  Apex,  NC 

jQrr  Peak  Viotetry 


4821  Jessie  Drive 
Apex,  North  Carolina  27539 

919-362-0530  libbie@bluebirdgreenhouse.com 
http://www.bluebirdgreenhouse.com 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Patricia  Bell 
33  Ash  Crescent 
St  Albert,  Alberta  T8N  3J6 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Violet  Gallery 


Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Species, 
Vintage  Varieties  &  Supplies 


Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures.  A  pdf 
version  of  our  print  catalog  is  available  online.  Or  send  $3  for 
our  printed  catalog  with  descriptions  only. 


Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  violetgallery@embarqmail.com  Ph.717-528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372  S.  Kentwood  Ave.  Price  list:  $  1 .00 

Springfield,  MO  65804  Web  site:  www.davesviolets.com 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 

WWW.AFRICANVIOLE  T B  OOKS.  COM 
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The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MAO  1730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast. net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 

Order  Online:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com 
Talk  with  us:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com/blog 

Order  by  Mail:  9766  Grandview  Drive 
St  Louis,  MO  63132 


How  to  Crow  Prize-Winning 


Oyama  Pots 


•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 
sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 
Rated  111  in  tests. 


-  Wick  Saucers 

-  AaroSun  Light 
Bulbs 


•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available. 


-  Self-watering  Pots 


Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG 


-  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

-  Leaf  Rings 


440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 


TravisMolets 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 


NEW  2011  SHIPPING  SEASON! 
3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 


Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  On; 


Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 

Orchid  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
as  an  information  exchange  platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 

Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 

SOCIETY 


com 


Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Fran^ois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloonilovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


Belisle’s  Violet  House 

Home  of  the  ‘Country’  and  ‘Chippewa’  Sinningia’s, 
Belle’s  Violets  and  Northwood’s  Streps 
www.belislesviolethouse.com 
Catalog  Available  $3.00 
Box  1 1 1 

Radisson,  Wl  54867 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 


^ an  ’j  lAJor/zd  L 


op 

Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 
Jtm  cJ^auidion 


941  FM  2377 
Red  Oak,  Texas  75154 
Fax  (972)  617-1198 


(972) 617-1186 
email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
For  CATALOG  in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Permanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


"Violet  Barn 

1 0-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 

Violet,  Gesneriads,  Unusual  houseplants.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

Ma's  Enchantress.  Lightly  ruffled,  large  dbl. 
pink  stars  with  blue-purple  fantasy.  Quilted, 
nicely  variegated  foliage.  $ 8.00 
Ma's  Frozen  Pond.  Large  fully  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  and  variable  green  hues.  Quilted, 
wavy,  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 
Ma's  Butterfly  Garden.  Sdbl.  white  pansies 
with  light  pink  hues,  dark  purple  fantasy 
edges,  and  lightly  ruffled  pencil  edge  of 
white/green.  Variegated  foliage.  $ 7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMKMINI  VARIETIES 

Rob's  Afghanistan  Banana  Stand.  Large, 
sparkling  blue  sdbl.  stars  with  white  pin- 
wheel  stripes.  Green  and  gold  variegated 
foliage.  Spectacular  semimini  chimera 
$20.00  (available  April  1) 

Rob's  Itchy  Britches.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  are 
edged  in  pink  with  blue  speckles.  Wavy, 
green  and  white  variegated  mini.  $6.00 
Rob's  Knickers.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  edged 
in  blue.  Wavy,  variegated  mini.  $6.00 
Rob's  Zipper  Zap  per.  Large  deep  pink  sdbl. 
stars  with  wide  banding  of  fuchsia-purple. 
Dark,  pointed  semimini  foliage.  Great!  $6.00 

...plus  'Rob's  Lucky  Number',  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  the  2010  AVSA  National  Show! 

Hundreds  more  on  our  website  and  catalog. 
Other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each 
Other  mini  and  strep  varieties  at  $5.00  each 


NEW  STREPTOCARPIIS 

Bristol's  Cool  Breeze.  Silvery-lavender  fringed 
blooms  with  large  lemon-yellow  throat  $6.00 
Bristol's  Hollihock.  Huge  carmine-pink  blooms 
with  darker  horizontal  streaks  on  large  white 
throat.  Impressive!  $7.00 
Bristol's  Lipstick.  Deep,  intense,  hot-hot  pink 
with  very  bright,  yellow  throat.  Wow!  $6.00 
Bristol's  Raspberry  Royale.  Deep  ruby  upper 
lobes,  dusty-pink  lower  lobes  frosted  ruby 
then  banded  in  darker  red.  $6.00 
Bristol's  Tap  Dance.  Upper  petals  blush  white, 
tipped  purple,  lower  petals  dark  purple-red, 
then  edged  blush  white.  Striking.  $6.00 

NEW  VIOLETS  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

Capricorn  (Kozerog).  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  lilac-blue 
stars  with  coral-red  fantasy.  $8.00 
DEO  Star  Special  Forces  (Zvezdnyi  Desant).  Sdbl. 
coral-pink  ruffled  stars  w/purple  fantasy 
$7.00 

EK  Coral  Fish  (Korallovaia  Rybka).  Large  sdbl. 

to  dbl.  deep  coral,  darker  reddish  tips.  $7.00 
Home  Salmon  (Losos'  Domashnii).  Dbl.  bright 
coral-salmon  $7.00 

Sagittarius  Elite  (Strelets  Elit).  Large  dbl.  violet- 
purple  with  coral-pink  fantasy  $8.00 
LE  Sea  of  Happiness  (More  Schast'ia).  Sdbl.  to 
dbl.  large  blue  star,  wavy  white  edges.  $7.00 
RS  Colorful  Bird  (Raznoperistaia  Ptichka).  Sdbl. 
white  star  w/pink  patches,  blue  fantasy.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  from  Russian  hybridizers! 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS,  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcia,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 

Prices:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  15,  add  $12  for  shipping  (if  ordering  from  ad) 
We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  website  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $40  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME  -  SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW. VIOLETBARN.COM 


Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  12-5  pm 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  pm.  Web-orders  anytime! 
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AVSA  Information 

FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITHIN  YOUR  SOCIETY 

FOR  ACCURATE  SERVICE,  SEND  YOUR  INQUIRIES  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  INCLUDE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


AVSA  OFFICE:  Jenny  Daugereau,  Office  Manager,  2375 
North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702,  409-839-4725;  FAX 
409-839-4329.  Hours:  Monday  -  Thursday,  9:00  a.m.  - 
4:00  p.m.  CST.  E-mail  <avsa@earthlink.net> 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  member¬ 
ship  to  AVSA  Office,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX 
77702;  phone  409-839-4725.  Remit  in  U.S.  dollars  with 
draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  See  Membership 
Application.  Master  Card/Visa  accepted. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to 
help,  requests  for  assistance  to  Kathy  Bell,  9611  E.  Blanding 
Ln.,  Tucson,  AZ  85747.  E-mail  <bellkk@peoplepc.com>. 
AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  Affiliates  or  how  to 
organize  a  chapter,  write  Rich  Follett,  111  South  Funk  St., 
Strasburg,  VA  22657-2404.  Email  <avsa.afSliatechair@gmail.com>. 
AVSA  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION:  Dr.  Bill  Price,  2909 
Mathers  Ave.  West  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V7V  2J7. 
COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMERCIAL 
SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  Lynn  Lombard,  790  Ridgecrest  Dr.,  Colfax, 
CA  95713.  For  information  on  convention  entries  or  sales  room, 
contact  Lynn  Lombard,  Email  Mynn_lontad@worldnetatt.net> 
CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or 
contributions  for  convention  awards  to  Judy  Carter,  1825  W. 
Lincoln  St.,  Broken  Arrow,  OK  74012-8509.  Email 
<AVSAawards@valornet.com>. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Send  special  requests  for  workshop 
programs  or  interesting  speakers  to  Kathy  Lahti,  Convention 
Director,  4157  Oliver  Ave.  N.W.,  Annandale,  MN  55302,  Email 
Mahti@lakedalelink.net>  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national 
convention  in  your  area,  contact  Convention  Director. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Detroit,  MI  June  3-10, 
2012,  Austin,  TX  May  26-June  2,  2013. 

JUDGE’S  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 
JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send 
request  to  Ruth  Loomis,  Email  <ruthloomis@msn.com>.  A 
registration  fee  of  $15  is  required. 

LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from 
AVSA  Office  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702.  List  in 
September  issue.  Requests  must  be  in  writing.  List  top  3 
choices.  Allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  If  you  have  ideas  for 
a  library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Anne  Nicholas, 
3113  Deerfield  Dr.,  Denton,  TX  76208. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST: 

MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  Download  from  AVSA  website,  or 
order  from  AVSA  office  for  $1.00.  Orders  in  writing  only. 
Send  any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars 
with  hybridizer’s  name  to:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Lane, 
Hanover  Park,  IL  50130. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members. 
Renewing  members  receive  card  on  white  protective  cover  of 
AVM. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Sue 
Ramser,  2413  Martin,  Wichita  Fall,  TX  76308.  E-mail 
<ramser  wf@wf.net> 


PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Joe  Bruns,  1220  Stratford  Ln., 
Hanover  Park,  IL  60203-2667.  E-mail  <janice@q wip.net>. 
RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified,  potential  research  personnel  to 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  3014  W.  Amherst  Rd.,  Muncie,  IN  47304. 
SHOW  SCHEDULE  APPROVER:  For  information  on  Shows, 
AVSA  Awards,  and  Approving  Schedules  write  to:  Meredith 
Hall,  P.  O.  Box  370,  Marlin,  TX  76661.  E-mail 
<mhall370@earthlink.net>.  Do  not  send  Show  Schedules 
by  E-mail  -  this  address  is  for  information  ONLY. 

NEW  PRICES  FOR  AVSA  ROSETTES,  EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY  1,  2012:  SSA  Packet  with  no  rosettes  $5.00. 
Orders  for  rosettes  must  be  specific  as  to  which  is  needed- 
standard,  species,  mini-semi,  they  may  be  mixed,  color  and 
size  all  same  price.  All  rosettes  are  $5.00  each  added  to 
price  of  SSA  packet. 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  INFORMATION 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  2007,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic  or  mechanical, 
without  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are  property  of 
AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without  Editor’s  permission, 
AVM  EDITOR:  Ruth  Rumsey,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont, 
TX  77702;  409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  E-mail 
<rrumsey@earthlink.net>. 

ARTICLES  BY  MEMBERS,  COLUMNISTS  AND  MEMORI¬ 
ALS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles  and  Columnists:  Jan. 
issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue  -  Feb.  1;  July 
issue  -  Apr  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Aug.  1. 
COMING  EVENTS:  Send  to  Editor. 

Coming  Events  Deadlines:  -  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar. 
issue  -  Jan.  1;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July  issue  -  May  1;  Sept, 
issue  -  July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept..  1. 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  and  informa¬ 
tion:  Cindi  Nofziger,  1500  NE  Mayview,  Albany,  OR  97321. 
E-mail  <ccnofziger@comcast.net>  (Ad  rates  on  web  site: 
AVSA.org)  (541)  926-8116. 

ADVERTISING  DEADLINES:  Jan/Feb.  issue  -  Nov.  1; 
Mar/ Apr.  issue  -  jan.  1 ;  May/June  issue  -  Mar.  1 ;  July/Aug.  issue 
-  May  1;  Sept./Oct.  issue  -  July  1;  Nov./Dec.  issue  -  Sept.  1. 
BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office.  Send  SASE  for  list. 
BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER  Floyd  Lawson, 
20719  Madrona  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA  90503. 

BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Shirley  Berger,  2822 
S.  Mainsail  Dr.,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions 
to  Marlene  Buck,  17235  N.  106th  Ave.,  Sun  City,  AZ 
85373-1958. 

BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  FUND:  Send  contributions  to 
Susan  Hapner,  35  Ridge  Point  Dr.,  Chesterfield,  MO  63017. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  at  least  30  days 
before  it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA 
office  in  Beaumont. 

TALLY  TIME:  Susan  Anderson,  4040  E.  Maldonado  Dr., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85042.  Email:  <sandersonl22@cox.net>. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  bi-monthly:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Periodical  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization, 
at  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices. 

Subscription  $30.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues.  •  Copyright  2009  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579  to  African  Violet  Magazine,  2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
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President  S  A^eSScl^e  517  E.  Elm  St.  •  Ravenwood,  MO  64479 

By  Linda  Hall,  President  Email:  LadyLindal21@hotmail.com 


Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  are  just 
around  the  corner.  Looking  for  some 
great  gifts?  How  about  giving  a  mem¬ 
bership  to  AVSA,  a  beautiful  calendar 
(which  are  now  on  sale) ,  or  one  of  the 
outstanding  DVD’s  produced  by  the 
AVSA  Library  Committee?  What  great 
gifts  any  of  these  AVSA  items  would  be! 

As  with  all  plant  organizations, 

AVSA’s  membership  numbers  are 
significantly  down  from  the  past  year.  While  this 
is  a  societal  trend,  I  also  believe  that  the  Internet 
has  added  to  the  decline.  In  this  day  and  age  of 
computers,  everyone  wants  information  now  and 
at  no  cost.  Our  African  Violet  Magazine  is  a 
beautiful  and  informative  tool  for  growing  African 
violets  and  their  cousins.  I  have  every  magazine 
received  since  I  joined  AVSA  in  1986,  and  I  still 
go  through  old  magazines  looking  for  articles  on 
specific  information.  (Especially  those  on  “How  to 
Constaict  a  Plant  Stand.”) 

I  know  that  in  the  current  economic  climate, 
many  of  our  members  want  to  know  how  AVSA 
is  doing  financially.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  that  we  are  in  the  black  for  the  first  half  of 
2011.  Cutting  the  size  of  the  magazine  was  the 
dominating  factor  for  this,  and  I  applaud  Ruth 
Rumsey,  our  AVM  Editor,  for  her  efforts  in 
achieving  this.  The  newer  size  has  not  deterred 
from  the  magazine  in  any  way.  The  print  is  the 
same  size,  and  the  additional  color  is  a  big  hit 
with  our  members!  In  my  opinion,  it  is  better. 
Thank  you,  Ruth,  for  your  foresight. 

So  again,  I  ask  you  to  support  AVSA  by 
renewing  your  membership  or  buying  a  gift 


membership  for  a  friend  or  loved  one. 
Keep  in  mind  that  membership  has  its 
privileges.  When  the  new  website  is  up 
and  running,  there  will  be  parts  of  the 
site  that  will  be  for  Members  Only. 
Please  join  me  in  buying  an  AVSA 
membership  for  someone  you  know,  or 
renew  yours,  so  we  can  keep  AVSA 
strong  and  our  gorgeous  magazine  out 
there  for  years  to  come. 

I  am  pleased  to  share  some  very  good  news. 
Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Winston  Goretsky  (your 
2nd  Vice-President)  and  James  Rubottom  (your 
Internet  Committee  Chair),  our  new  website 
should  be  up  and  running  by  year’s  end.  They 
have  afforded  me  a  “sneak  peek,”  and  you  will 
be  very  pleased!  The  site  will  be  easy  to  manage, 
and  if  I  can  navigate  it,  anyone  can! 

I  am  sorry  it  has  taken  so  long  to  accomplish 
what  was  supposed  to  have  happened  two  years 
ago,  but  the  vendor  problems  encountered  could 
not  be  foreseen.  I  want  you  all  to  know  that 
every  effort  was  made  by  your  Past  President, 
Ron  Davidson,  to  get  our  website  up  and  running 
with  the  original  vendor  we  contracted  with.  Ron 
went  above  and  beyond  his  duties  in  an  attempt 
to  accomplish  this.  It  was  finally  decided  by  the 
Executive  Committee  to  abandon  that  effort,  and 

j  \ 

we. have  moved  forward.  We  have  a  new  website 
hosting  company  and  will  soon  be  ready  to  go. 

Have  a  safe  and  joyous  holiday  season! 
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Editor’s  Notes 

By  Ruth  Rumsey,  AVM  Editor 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 
Email:  rrumsey@earthlink.net 


Your  AVSA  Executive  Committee  was  in 
Beaumont  for  a  few  days  in  early  October  for 
their  fall  meeting  at  the  AVSA  office.  The  office 
staff,  Jenny  and  Amy,  look  forward  to  seeing 
them,  as  do  I.  The  fall  meeting  gives  us  a  chance 
to  spend  time  with  our  elected  officials  and  gives 
them  a  chance  to  meet  without  all  of  the  hustle 
and  bustle  of  convention. 

Thanks  to  those  of  you  who  call  and  email 
your  comments  about  the  African  Violet 


Magazine.  1  enjoy  hearing  from  you,  and  thank 
you  for  your  suggestions.  1  am  hoping  for  more 
articles  of  a  “how-to”  nature,  and  will  ask  our 
award-winning  growers  for  their  suggestions  and 
growing  information. 

Please  consider  writing  an  article  for  the  AVM, 
sharing  your  experiences  and  ideas. 

With  the  holidays  on  the  way,  remember  that 
AVSA  has  many  gift  ideas  for  the  African  violet 
grower  in  your  life. 


Luncheon  Auction 

Edna  Rourke  •  99  Old  Stratford  Road  •  Shelton,  CT  06484-6129 

Email  Apapillon@aol.com 
203-926-9716 


It’s  time  to  start  planning  to  attend  the  2012 
joint  AVSA/AVSC  “Motor  City”  Convention  and 
Show  at  the  GM  Renaissance  Center  in  Detroit, 
Michigan.  Thoughts  of  the  convention  bring  to 
mind  the  Luncheon  Auction.  The  success  of  our 
past  luncheons  has  been  due  to  the  very 
generous  donations  of  both  our  amateur  and 
commercial  members.  This  year  I’m  sure  will  be 
no  exception.  However,  this  year  brings  a 
wonderful  opportunity  for  auction  goers  to  have 
the  benefit  of  having  donations  from  both  AVSC 
members,  commercial  members,  and  hybridiz¬ 
ers  as  well  as  donations  from  AVSA  members, 
commercial  members,  and  hybridizers.  This 
Convention  is  going  to  be  very  special  and  the 
auction  is  also  sure  to  be  a  special  event.  Your 
donations  and  support  will  make  this  auction 
the  very  best  yet. 

To  all  AVSA/AVSC  members,  commercial 
members  and  hybridizers,  I  extend  an  invitation 


to  make  a  donation  of  either  newly  introduced 
plant  material  (always  one  of  most  eagerly 
sought  after  items)  a  violet  item,  or  a  violet 
related  craft  item.  Your  donations  and  support  are 
vital  to  the  success  of  our  auction.  PLEASE  won’t 
your  consider  making  a  donation  to  this  coming 
auction  either  as  an  individual  member  or  as  a 
club  or  group?  We  have  been  blessed  to  have 
had  many  generous  donations  in  the  past  and 
hope  you  will  continue  your  generous  support. 

All  donations  and  contributors  will  be  listed 
in  a  special  flyer  at  the  auction  and  our  many 
generous  contributors  will  also  be  acknowl¬ 
edged  in  the  AVM.  If  you  plan  to  make  a  dona¬ 
tion,  or  want  to  help  in  some  way,  please  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible.  You  can  reach  me  at 
home,  by  phone  or  email.  I  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you.  Many  thanks  for  your  con¬ 
tinued  help  and  support  and  let’s  make  this  the 
best  auction  yet.  See  you  in  Detroit! 
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By  Jenny  Daugereauy  A VSA  Office  Manager 


2375  North  Street  •  Beaumont,  TX  77702 

Email:  avsa@earthlink.net 


Summer  is  finally  over!  We  have 
had  the  hottest  and  driest  summer  on 
record  here  in  Texas.  I  hope  all  of 
your  violets  faired  better  than  the 
ones  in  the  office.  Fighting  an  outra¬ 
geous  electric  bill  we  kept  the  office 
warmer  than  normal  and  then  the 
evening  and  weekends  were  even 
warmer.  Our  violets  did  not  like  the 
heat.  I  repotted  them  and  with  cooler 
temperatures  I  hope  they  spring  back 
into  shape  and  give  us  some  beautiful  color  in 
the  office. 

Our  Executive  Committee  is  coming  to 
Beaumont  for  the  fall  meeting,  and  we  are  very 
happy  to  have  them  in  the  office.  They  are  work¬ 
ing  hard  for  our  members,  taking  care  of  the 
business  of  our  society.  The  office  staff  and  editor 
are  happy  to  be  able  to  work  with  them  so 
closely  and  look  forward  to  helping  them  in  any 
way  possible. 

Affiliates:  Insurance  is  due  by  the  end  of 
December.  I  will  be  mailing  out  renewals  mid- 
November.  If  your  President  does  not  get  an 
insurance  renewal,  please  notify  the  office 
ASAP.  If  you  have  a  change  in  officers,  please  let 
the  office  know  so  that  we  can  make  sure  you 


get  the  insurance  renewal. 

Our  web  site  is  close  to  completion 
and  should  be  up  and  running  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  or  before.  I  have 
been  able  to  look  at  it  during  con¬ 
struction  and  I  know  our  members 
will  find  it  very  user-friendly  and 
informative.  A  whole  lot  of  time  has 
gone  into  the  site  and  I  know  it  will 
be  a  source  of  pride  for  our  entire 
society.  Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  have 
worked  so  hard  to  complete  this  project.  Great 
Job! 

We  are  still  looking  for  donations  for  our  office 
projects.  Amy’s  computer  crashed  and  burned  so 
now  we  have  added  it  to  our  “wish  list.”  The 
server  that  our  membership  program  is  on  is  get¬ 
ting  older  and  will  soon  need  to  be  replaced.  We 
are  also  hoping  to  purchase  a  new  refrigerator  for 
the  office;  ours  is  over  twenty  years  old  and  is 
now  limping  along,  leaking,  and  making  very 
odd  noises.  We  hope  it  last  until  the  funds  can  be 
raised  to  buy  a  new  one.  I  will  donate  $25.00  for 
its  purchase  and  challenge  you  to  do  the  same. 
Thanks  in  advance! 

I  hope  you  all  have  a  wonderful  holiday  sea¬ 
son  and  a  very  Happy  New  Year! 


i 


Monday  -  ‘Thursday 
9:00  am  -  4:00  pm 
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A  Family  Portrait 

By  Mel  Grice 


2019  Crosswind  Ct.  •  Englewood,  OH 
Email:  melsgrice@earthlink.net 


Sinningia  ‘Prudence  Risley’ 


Sinningia  ‘Prudence  Risley’  is  a 
tuberous  gesneriad  that  was  a  hit  at 
the  Philadelphia  Gesneriad  Society 
show  this  July.  Nancy  Bruhns  of 
Wayne,  Pennsylvania,  exhibited  a 
well-grown  specimen  of  this  plant. 
Everyone  in  attendance  wanted  to 
purchase  one  for  themselves. 

I  was  lucky,  acquired  a  starter 
plant,  and  can’t  wait  to  grow  it  to 
blooming  size. 


Of  course,  that  will  take  some  time  because 
upon  acquiring  something  new,  I  immediately 
chop  it  up  and  propagate  as  many 
starts  of  it  as  I  can  in  case  1  lose  the 
original  plant.  Having  numerous  starter 
plants  of  a  new  acquisition  allows  me 
to  place  some  in  different  locations  so 
that  I  can  see  where  it  is  happiest 
growing. 

Sinningia  ‘Prudence  Risley’  has 
beautiful,  shiny  dark  green  foliage,  and 
an  unusual  shade  of  dark  red  flowers.  It 
was  hybridized  by  )im  Steuerlein,  of 
Florida.  He  frequently  grows  it  outside. 

He  has  had  some  grow  tubers  that  are 


baseball  size,  with  numerous 
branching  flowering  shoots  at  one 
time.  He  says  that  he  thinks  it  prefers 
to  be  chopped  back  after  it  blooms 
heavily  because  the  stems  get  old, 
woody,  and  tired.  Then  it  will  branch 
more  and  flower  again. 

In  Crosswords,  Volume  33,  issue 
1,  2009,  Jim  Steuerlein  said, 
“ Sinningia 

‘Prudence  Risley’  is  named  after  Risley 
Residential  College  at  Cornell  University. 
Risley  College  is  named  after  a  woman 
named  Prudence  Risley.  This  is  an 
“ARTS”  dormitory  and  I  was  a  lucky 
horticulture  major  living  there  from 
sophomore  to  senior  (1982-1985). 
Since  Cornell  was  known  as  the  BIG 
RED  and  this  Sinningia  is  big  and  red,  it 
gave  me  the  opportunity  to  pay  tribute 
to  my  old  schpol.  Both  of  this  plant’s 
mother  and  father  came  from  a  little 
packet  of  “mixed  gesneriads”  seed, 
compliments  of  The  Gesneriad  Society.” 
Join  me  in  growing  Sinningia  ‘Prudence 
Risley’  when  you  get  a  chance. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Petite  Blarney 

Exhibited  by:  Sandy  Skalski 

Hybridized  by:  H.  Pittman 
Miniature 
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It  is  All  about  Membership 

By  John  Carter,  First  Vice  President 


As  with  all  plant  societies,  membership  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  a  challenge  for  AVSA  and  its  affiliate 
organizations. 

What  can  we  do  to  attract  new  members? 
What  opportunities  do  we  have?  How  can  we 
make  these  efforts  successful?  Are  we  publicizing 
our  meetings  and  events  effectively? 

Our  Tulsa  AVS  has  many  of  the  same 
challenges  as  any  other  society.  We  have  very 
good  turnouts  for  our  show  and  sales,  our  best 
exposure  to  reach  people  interested  in  African 
violets.  This  is  the  time  we  need  to  maximize  our 
efforts  to  communicate  the  benefits  of 
membership  in  our  group  and  AVSA. 

The  Membership  and  Educational  exhibits 
may  be  combined  or  a  exhibited  individually,  but 
they  are  required  to  be  there.  At  the  Cherry  Hill 
convention,  I  gave  a  program  on  behalf  of  the 
Shows  and  Judges  Committee  about  the  special 
exhibits  section  of  the  standard  show.  This  is  a 
power  point  program  that  the  library  committee 
is  making  available  to  the  membership  for  use  in 
their  societies  if  they  wish. 

The  Membership  and  Educational  exhibits  are 
our  primary  tools  to  reach  the  public.  We  need  to 
plan  them  so  they  are  effective  and  draw  the 
attention  of  the  public. 

Educational  exhibits  are  to  provide  informa¬ 
tion  on  how  to  grow  African  violets,  including 
information  about  cultured  varieties,  culture, 
diseases,  forms  of  blossoms  and  foliage, 
grooming,  history,  pests,  propagation,  species, 
and  the  Gesneriad  family.  This  is  a  pretty  wide 
range  of  topics. 

1  recommend  that  you  focus  on  one  topic. 
Think  about  the  kind  of  questions  your  public 
has  asked  in  the  past  and  try  to  make  an  exhibit 
that  will  address  those  types  of  questions. 

Membership  exhibits  are  to  promote  member¬ 
ship  in  AVSA,  and  if  you  choose,  your  own 


society  and  possibly  your  regional  society  also.  It 
is  important  to  include  the  benefits  of 
membership.  The  African  Violet  Magazine  and 
additional  AVSA  publications  can  help  make  an 
attractive  display.  Be  sure  you  have  culture 
folders  or  some  form  of  membership  application 
prominently  displayed  and  offer  to  accept  their 
application  and  check. 

You  want  your  display  to  be  attractive  so  that 
it  will  draw  attention.  You  want  the  material  to 
be  easy  to  read  and  uncluttered.  Use  color  to 
draw  attention  and  emphasize  information.  It  is 
good  to  leave  them  wanting  to  learn  more.  That 
opens  the  door  for  them  to  come  to  your 
meetings  to  do  just  that.  Supplement  your  exhibit 
with  a  handout  that  can  be  taken  home.  Include 
your  group’s  name,  meeting  location,  date,  and 
time  of  meetings.  Create  a  new  exhibit  for  each 
show  so  that  it  looks  fresh  and  offers  new 
information.  If  possible,  have  a  member  present 
who  can  answer  other  questions,  give  demon¬ 
strations,  and  invite  the  guests  to  your  next 
meeting. 

We  have  many  excellent  video  presentations 
in  the  AVSA  library  that  can  be  played  on  a 
laptop  computer.  If  your  exhibit  has  the  space, 
power  source,  and  members  present,  these 
programs  can  make  a  nice  addition.  You  can  add 
a  small  card  advising  the  viewer  what  is  playing 
and  that  the  program  can  be  ordered  from  the 
AVSA  website. 

The  power  point  program  will  have  a 
minimal  cost  and  will  make  a  good  resource  for 
the  person  responsible  for  creating  exhibits  for 
your  group.  These  exhibits  can  be  used  for 
more  than  your  show.  Include  them  if  you  have 
a  sale  or  special  exhibit  at  your  garden  center  or 
library.  The  membership  of  our  local  society  is 
our  responsibility,  as  is  the  membership  of 
AVSA. 
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“And  the  winners  are  . .  .”434  piumwood  way  •  Fairview,  TX  75069 

By  Mary  J.  Corondan  Email:  mcorondan@yahoo.com 


AV  CLUB  OF  MORRIS  COUNTY, 

NJ  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Optimara  EverPraise,  Jersey 
Snow  Drops,  Rhapsodie  Cora;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Jersey 
Sugar  Plums,  Ness’  Mini  Sota,  Rob’s 
Boogie  Woogie:  Best  in  Show/Best 
Standard:  Optimara  EverPraise;  Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Boogie  Woogie; 

Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Orchid;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Bob  Kurzynski.  Best  Trailer: 
Rob’s  Boolaroo,  Eilia  Rykowski.  Best  Species: 
Saintpaulia  clone  confusa;  Best  Design,  Karen 
Cichocki.  Best  Gesneriad:  Sirtningia 
‘Spellbound’,  Gail  Gray. 

BALTIMORE  A VC,  MD  -  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Optimara  EverGrace, 
Harbor  Blue,  Ruffled  Romance;  Best  in 
Show/Best  Standard:  Optimara  EverGrace;  Best 
Trailer:  Rob’s  Boolaroo;  Horticulture 
Sweepstakes,  Marie  Burns.  Best  AVSA 
Mini/Semi  Collection:  Dolores’  Jack  Frost,  Jolly 
Coral,  Lucky  Ladybug,  Diane  Richardson.  Best 
Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  pendula  var.  kizarae , 
Shirley  Huffman.  Best  Design,  Rodney 
Barnett. 

CENTRAL  FLORIDA  AVS,  FL  -  Winners: 

Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection:  Ness’  Midnight 
Fantasy,  Optimara  Renoir,  Victorian  Ribbons; 
Best  in  Show/Best  Standard:  Ness’  Midnight 
Fantasy;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Elizabeth 
Zaorski.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Optimara  EverPraise,  Mindi  Brooke,  Sapphire 
Halo,  Elvie  Blakely.  Best  Semiminiature:  Mac’s 
Crystal  Cupid;  Best  Miniature:  Planet  Kid, 
Tammy  Cambre.  Best  Gesneriad:  Episcia  ‘Pink 
Acajou’,  Evelyn  Briggs.  Best  Design,  Cheryl 
Luna.  Design  Sweepstakes,  Nancy  Veselka. 

DELAWARE  AV  AND  GESNERIAD 
SOCIETY,  DE  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Sunset  Ridge,  Optimara  Michelangelo, 
Ozio;  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  diplotricha 


Punter  No.  7;  Horticulture  Sweepstakes, 
Libby  Behnke.  Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi 
Collection:  Irish  Flirt,  Little  Pro,  Rob’s 
Fuzzy  Navel;  Best  in  Show/Best 
Semiminiature:  Rob’s  Fuzzy  Navel;  Best 
Standard:  Frozen  in  Time;  Best 
Miniature:  Rob’s  Jitterbug,  Bobbie 
LaFashia.  Best  Trailer:  Foster  Trail, 
Barbara  Borleske.  Best  Gesneriad: 
Sinningia  ‘Georgia  Peach’,  Gary  Hunter.  Best 
Design,  Terry  Celano.  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Patricia  Barbarita. 

METROPOLITAN  ST.  LOUIS  AV  COUNCIL, 
MO  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA  Standard  Collection: 
Emerald  City,  Funambule,  Royal  Rage;  Best 
AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Ness’  Crinkle  Blue, 
Rob’s  Pewter  Bells,  Ness’  Cranberry  Swirl, 
Marsha  Gustafson.  2nd  Best  AVSA  Standard 
Collection:  Fisher’s  Leone,  Mger,  Lonestar  Helen 
Mahr;  Best  in  Show/Best  Semiminiature: 
Country  Romance;  Best  Standard:  Lonestar 
Helen  Mahr;  Best  Miniature:  Persian  Prince; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Susan  Hapner.  2nd 
Best  AVSA  Mini/Semi  Collection:  Lucky 
Ladybug,  Winnergreen,  Irish  Flirt;  Best  Trailer: 
Pixie  Blue;  Best  Design;  Design  Sweepstakes, 
Fran  Russom.  Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone 
grotei  Mather  No.  7,  Carol  Brown.  Best 
Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Fujiyama’,  Marjie 
Woods. 

TRIANGLE  AVS,  NC  -  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
Standard  Collection:  Louisiana  Lagniappe, 
Tomorrow’s  Pink  Ice,  Wisteria;  Best  Standard: 
Louisiana  Lagniappe,  Jo  Anne  Hoover.  Best  in 
Show/Best  Species:  Saintpaulia  clone  confusa 
Mather  E,  JoAnn  Raymer.  Best  Semiminiature: 
Dolores’  Jack  Frost;  Best  Miniature:  Jolly  Blue 
Clouds;  Best  Gesneriad:  Columnea  ‘Sylvia’; 
Horticulture  Sweepstakes,  Libbie  Glembocki. 
Best  Trailer:  Milky  Way  Trail,  Sylvia 
Blanchard.  Best  Design,  Tom  Glembocki. 
Design  Sweepstakes,  Barbara  Odgers. 
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The  Oyama  Pot  Rock  Experiment 

By  Mary  Schaeffer 


Pam  Orris  likes  to 
experiment  with  her 
violets.  Clearly,  her 
latest  experiment  was 
a  huge  success;  she 
won  a  Best-in-Class 
at  the  Cherry  Hill 
convention  with  her 
Saintpaulia  nitida. 

Pam  has  been 
growing  violets  for 
years,  but  it  is  only  in 
the  last  four  years 
that  she  has  become 
what  she  terms  a 
“serious  grower.” 

That’s  when  she 
joined  AVSA  and 
started  showing  her 
plants  at  her  local  club’s  shows.  Pam  grows  nine 
of  the  species  for  a  number  of  reasons.  She  points 
out  that  they  are  the  ancestral  beginning  for  all 
the  beautiful  hybrids  we  enjoy  today.  If  we  don’t 
grow  them,  who  will? 

Mother  Nature’s  Role 

As  readers  of  this  publication  are  well  aware, 
African  violets  need  loose  soil  to  help  roots  grow 
and  develop  as  well  as  to  permit  the  necessary 
water  and  air  to  get  through.  If  you  look  at 
pictures  of  violets  in  nature,  you  will  note  that 
many  of  them  are  growing  in  small  crevices 
without  much  soil.  There  doesn’t  seem  to  be 
much  room  for  their  roots.  What’s  more,  the  roots 
will  eventually  grow  into  the  rock  or  whatever  is 
creating  the  crevice. 

Recognizing  this,  Pam  sought  to  incorporate 
this  feature  when  she  potted  up  her  violets.  “It 
seemed  to  me  that  rocks  would  provide  more 
space  for  their  root  development,”  she  says.  Of 
course,  modern  growers  routinely  keep  their 
violets  in  smaller  pots  to  encourage  blooming, 


and  Pam  kept  this  in 
mind  as  well  when 
she  created  her 
Oyama  Pot  Rock 
experiment.  To  be  fair 
to  Pam,  she  didn’t 
give  it  this  ridiculous 
name;  the  blame  for 
that  lies  with  the 
author. 

The  Experiment 

For  those  not 
familiar  with  Oyama 
pots,  they  are  two- 
piece  plastic  pots,  with 
water  and  fertilizer 
placed  in  the  bottom 
part.  The  top  part, 
which  houses  the  plant  itself,  has  a  stem  that  is 
filled  with  perlite  and  extends  into  the  lower 
portion.  This  provides  the  slow  steady  constant 
supply  of  water  our  violets  love,  keeping  them 
moist  but  not  overly  wet.  The  directions  instruct 
the  user  to  place  about  one-quarter  of  an  inch  of 
perlite  in  the  bottom  of  the  pot  before  adding  the 
soil  mix  and  plant. 

Pam  placed  the  perlite  as  instructed  in  the 
stem  but  replaced  the  bottom  layer  of  perlite  with 
a  layer  of  rocks.  She  used  small  pebbles 
purchased  from  a  craft  store  that  were  originally 
intended  for  a  terrarium  but  never  found  their 
way  into  one.  How  well  did  this  work?  You  judge 
for  yourself.  The  plant  is  shown  in  the 
accompanying  photos. 

Her  only  concern  about  this  approach  is  what 
will  happen  when  the  plant  needs  to  be  trans¬ 
planted.  Will  the  rocks  tear  at  the  roots,  causing  a 
problem?  She  is  forging  ahead  assuming  there 
won’t  be  a  rock  issue  and  is  using  her  Oyama  Pot 
Rock  approach  on  several  other  species  as  they 
need  repotting. 


Pam  Orris  with  Saintpaulia  nitida 
Photo  Credit:  Mary  Schaeffer 
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The  Plant  Itself 

Sain  tp  a  alia  nitida  is 
described  in  FC2  as 
follows.  “Single  deep 
dark  blue-purple,  8-10 
per  peduncle.  Leaves 
broadly  oval  to  nearly 
round,  dark  green  with 
shiny  surface,  pale  green 
to  purple  beneath,  edges 
smooth  to  slightly  wavy, 
upper  surface  densely 
covered  with  short 
appressed  hairs.  Standard 
rosette.”  Under  the  new 
classification  system  its 
reference  number  is  S  7. 

As  the  photo  shows, 

Pam’s  plant  is  a  nice  size, 
exhibiting  a  ton  of 
flowers.  Pam  received  the 
5.  nitida  as  a  small  plant  approximately  six 
months  before  the  show.  You  can  see  just  how 
much  the  violet  liked  the  care  she  gave  it. 

Playing  Favorites 

I  asked  Pam  about  her  favorite  species.  She 
has  a  clear  answer  to  this  question,  and  it  is 
reflected  in  her  response.  No,  it  is  not  the 
Saintpaulia  nitida  that  won  her  the  prize.  It  is 
Saintpaulia  ionantha  subspecies  veluntina.  She 
explains  that  she  loves  its  foliage  texture,  the 
deep  red  color  on  the  underside  of  the  leaf,  the 
tiny  blossoms,  and  its  size.  Actually,  she  is 
somewhat  of  a  collector  of  all  the  velutina 
varieties. 

She  shares  that  she  is  excited  that  she  has  a 
5.  cl  veluntina  light  and  was  given  a  leaf  of  5.  cl 
veluntina  amazon  from  a  lovely  member  of 
AVSA  in  Canada  at  our  recent  convention.  This 
was  especially  meaningful  to  her  since  she  has 
wanted  the  amazon  for  two  years  after  an  email 
from  Dr.  Jeff  Smith  on  the  varieties  of  this 
species.  She  says  she  is  praying  a  plant 
develops.  At  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  root 
structure  was  showing,  but  no  plants  had 
emerged.  She’d  love  to  get  one  or  two  extra 


leaves  of  amazon  if 
someone  had  them  to 
spare. 

Obtaining  Species 
Plants 

As  you  can  probably 
tell  from  Pam’s 
comments,  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  acquire 
plants  or  leaves  of  the 
species.  Probably  your 
best  bet  is  to  look  for 
them  at  local  shows  or 
the  national  convention. 
A  cursory  search  of  the 
Internet  revealed  only 
one  commercial  vendor 
(The  Violet  Gallery)  with 
species  for  sale. 

It  is  also  possible  to 
find  other  like-minded  individuals  on  some  of  the 
Internet  discussion  groups.  You  might  be  able  to 
find  someone  on  one  of  these  groups  who  would 
be  willing  to  trade  leaves  or  small  plants  with 
you.  And,  finally,  for  the  adventurous,  you  can 
try  growing  them  from  seed.  Seed  for  the  violet 
species  can  be  purchased  from  the  Gesneriad 
Seed  Fund,  if  you  are  a  member. 

Additional  Information 

I  believe  that  we  should  all  grow  at  least  one 
species,  if  not  more.  If  we  don’t  do  it,  who  will? 
This  is  one  small  way  we  as  individuals  can  help 
preserve  these  treasures.  Finding  good  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  species  is  not  as  difficult  as  you 
might  imagine.  In  preparing  a  talk  on  species  for 
our  chapter,  I  was  lucky  enough  to  be  able  to 
listen  to  the  four-part  DVDs  on  Understanding  the 
African  Violet  Species. 

The  information  on  these  DVDs  was 
researched  and  written  by  Dr.  Barbara  Pershing 
and  Dr.  Jeff  Smith.  The  DVDs  are  produced  by  the 
AVSA  Library  Committee,  chaired  by  Anne 
Nicholas.  The  set  sells  for  $29.95,  and  is 
available  from  AVSA.  I  heartily  recommend  it.  It 
is  a  delight  to  listen  to. 


Pam's  Saintpaulia  nitida 
Photo  Credit:  Quentin  Schlieder 
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Ill  Search  of  NCW  Violets  Ball  State  University  •  Muncie,  IN  47306 
Dr.  Jeff  Smith,  The  Indiana  Academy  Email:  JSmith4@bsu.edu 


I  recently  received  a  question 
about  the  reason  why  a  particular 
plant  was  shown  with  red  backing  in 
one  show,  but  the  “same  cultivar” 
shown  in  another  show  didn’t  have 
the  trait.  The  question  was  if  the  red 
backing  on  the  leaves  was  genetic  or 
if  the  age  of  the  plant  or  something 
in  the  environment  such  as  pH  could 
explain  the  difference  between  the 
two  plants.  Here  are  some  comments 
about  genetic  versus  environment  for  this  trait. 

Red  backing  on  the  leaves  is  a  genetic 
dominant  trait.  The  trait  can  be  either 
homozygous  (double  dose)  or  heterozygous 
(single  dose).  The  number  of  copies  will  often 
give  a  difference  in  the  intensity  of  the  color. 
Homozygous  dominant  plants  are  often  much 
darker  in  their  backing  than  the  single  dose 
plants.  When  changes  occur  in  a  plant  (e.g.  the 
trait  turns  on),  they  are  often  plants  with  the 
heterozygous  or  single  dose  plants.  Double  dose 
plants  always  seem  to  show  the  trait  to  some 
degree  or  another.  The  cultivar  in  question  might 
have  the  heterozygous  form  of  the  trait,  but  it 
wasn’t  turned  on  in  one  grower’s  environment 
while  it  might  have  been  in  the  other. 

I’ve  not  heard  of  a  pH  relationship  to  the  red 
backing  trait  before,  but  in  hindsight,  a  pH 
change  could  certainly  trigger  the  trait  to  be 
expressed.  This  might  also  explain  the  apparent 
triggering  of  the  red  backing  trait  with  “age”. 
Older  plants  are  more  pot  bound  and  are  more 
likely  to  have  localized  pH  shifts  in  their  soil  as 
the  peat  moss  decomposes.  The  change  in 
acidity  could  bring  out  the  red  backing  trait  in 
older  plants,  especially  in  the  older  leaves. 

Light  intensity  can  also  affect  the  red  backing 
trait.  Heterozygous  plants  grown  in  bright  light 
often  develop  more  red  pigmentation.  Plants 
grown  in  lower  light  levels  may  not  turn  on  the 
gene,  and  their  leaves  may  stay  a  lighter  green. 


I’ve  also  seen  the  red  backing  trait 
turn  “on”  in  response  to  damage  or 
stress  to  the  plant  such  as  mite 
infestations,  cold  stress,  or  changes  in 
light  intensity.  It  can  even  be  in  very 
localized  areas  where  the  damage  has 
occurred  with  the  rest  of  the  leaf 
remaining  light  green. 

In  summary,  assuming  that  the 
identification  of  the  cultivar  was 
correct,  it  is  possible  that  growing 
conditions  or  age  could  have  changed  the 
expression  of  the  red  backing  trait  so  that  one 
plant  expressed  the  trait  while  the  other  did  not. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  talk  to  the  growers  to 
try  to  pin  down  the  reasons. 

Question:  Is  the  gene  for  green  edges 
linked  to  light  green  foliage?  All  of  the 
cultivars  Eve  seen  with  wide  green  edges 
seem  to  have  light  green  foliage. 

A:  Yes,  there  does  appear  to  be  a  strong 
linkage  between  the  width  of  the  green  edge  in 
the  flowers  and  the  color  of  the  foliage.  Plants 
with  wide  green  edges  on  their  flowers  always 
seem  to  have  light  green  foliage.  Plants  with 
narrow  green  edges  (usually  on  a  blue  flower) 
seem  to  have  dark  foliage.  I  don’t  know  why  this 
linkage  should  be  so,  but  it  may  have  to  do  with 
the  mutation  that  produces  a  more  “leaf-like” 
flower  with  green  edges  being  related  to  the 
amount  of  chlorophyll  in  the  leaf.  Or,  it  might  be 
that  green  edges  can  only  be  shown  on  plants 
that  lack  the  red  leaf  backing  on  plants. 

Whatever  the  reason,  you’ve  pointed  out  a 
way  to  select  seedlings  for  green  edged  flowers 
before  they  reach  blooming  size.  In  a  cross  where 
one  parent  has  green  edged  flowers,  the  FI 
offspring  with  lighter  green  foliage  should  have  a 
higher  probability  of  showing  the  green  edged 
flower  trait.  This  might  save  a  hybridizer  some 
time  and  space. 
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Question:  One  of  the  traits  listed  for 
African  violets  is  a  Ubluing,f  gene .  What 
exactly  does  this  gene  do? 

A:  The  “bluing”  gene  is  a  genetic  trait  that 
allows  the  plant  to  produce  a  pigment  that  causes 
the  flower  color  to  be  more  “blue”  or  violet  in 
shade.  This  is  a  dominant  trait  and  is  found  in  the 
species  African  violets.  In  blue  flowers,  the  bluing 
gene  adds  more  of  a  purple  overtone  to  the  flower. 
Blue  flowered  plants  without  the  bluing  gene  are 
more  true  blue  or  sky  blue.  In  red  or  pink  flowered 
plants,  the  bluing  gene  can  darken  or  “muddy” 
the  color.  The  effect  of  the  bluing  gene  is  most 
dramatic  and  even  undesirable  in  the  coral 
spectrum  colors  where  its  presence  can  really 
“muddy”  the  colors  and  make  them  drab.  Some  of 
the  early  coral  flowered  plants  were  really  quite 
“unpleasant”  in  color  because  of  the  effect  of  the 
dominant  bluing  gene. 

The  goal  of  many  hybridizers  is  to  produce 
the  brilliant  coral  colors.  This  is  only  possible  if 
they  eliminate  the  bluing  gene  from  the  plant. 
Since  the  trait  is  a  genetic  dominant,  the 
hybridizer’s  goal  is  to  get  a  homozygous  reces¬ 
sive  plant  which  lacks  the  bluing  pigment.  This  is 
not  easy  to  do,  but  can  be  accomplished  with 
much  patience  and  a  good  attention  to  the  flower 
colors  of  the  parent  plants.  When  the  gene  is 
eliminated,  the  resulting  flowers  are  more  “true 
red”  and  have  brighter  coral  or  pink  in  shade.  It 


takes  a  careful  hybridization  program  to  eliminate 
the  gene,  but  hybridizers  have  been  making  good 
progress  in  this  area. 

Question:  Would  it  be  a  good  idea  to  try 
to  eliminate  the  bluing  gene  from  a 
breeding  program  with  yellow  African 
violets? 

A:  I  would  suspect  that  eliminating  the  bluing 
gene  would  help  brighten  the  yellow  color  in 
these  plants,  but  I  don’t  know  that  for  fact.  I’ve 
never  “looked”  for  the  presence  of  the  bluing 
pigment  in  yellow  flowered  African  violets  so  I’m 
not  sure  what  effect  it  might  have  on  the  visible 
color.  This  sounds  like  a  good  science  fair  project 
for  someone. 

Question:  Can  chimeras  originate  from 
seedlings  or  are  they  always  a  sport  of  a 
current  plant? 

A:  Chimera  flowers  can  originate  from  either 
source.  Some  are  born  that  way  as  a  seedling. 
Others  are  found  as  sports  of  current  plants. 
Some  genetic  lines  seem  to  be  more  susceptible  to 
producing  chimeras  as  more  than  one  chimera 
sport  has  been  reported  from  some  cultivars.  This 
suggests  that  there  may  be  a  genetic  tendency  to 
produce  chimeras  in  some  lines,  but  it  would  be 
difficult  to  run  down  the  trait  and  select  for  it  in 
breeding  programs. 


New  Prices  for  Rosettes 

New  Prices  for  Rosettes  will  be  effective 

January  1,  2012. 

See  more  information  on  the 
AVSA  Information  Page,  inside  front  cover. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Red  Mount  Fiji 

Exhibited  by:  Neil  Lipson 
Hybridized  by:  Horikoshi/Kawakami 

Standard 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 

Streptocarpus  ‘Butter Blues’ 

Exhibited  by.-  Beverley  Williams 
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3015  Timmy  Ave.  •  Clovis,  CA  93612 
Email:  sueh@csufresno.edu 


Question  Box 

By  Sue  Haffner 


Dear  Friends, 

Here  we  are  at  the  end  of  another 
violet  year.  I  hope  yours  was  filled  with 
blooming  violets  and  the  fellowship  of 
your  violet  family  and  friends.  Winter 
is  always  a  time  for  reflection  and 
retrenchment:  going  over  your  collec¬ 
tion,  identifying  any  problems,  repot¬ 
ting  and  dividing  plants,  assessing  the 
contents  of  your  supply  cabinet,  and 
otherwise  getting  a  handle  on  your  hobby.  Just  as 
the  seed  catalogs  start  coming  in  the  mail  with 
the  new  year,  setting  all  gardeners  dreaming,  so 
might  you  consider  trying  a  new  (to  you)  plant  - 
a  gesneriad,  say  -  or  something  else  new?  Try 
planting  some  seeds  or  trying  some  different 
propagation  techniques.  Why  not  go  through 
your  back  issues  of  African  Violet  Magazine' ? 
You  will  find  yourself  enthralled  by  all  the  wealth 
of  plant  information  you  will  find  there. 

Q.  We  have  been  frying  to  get  an  African 
violet  club  in  our  area ,  or  at  least  one 
closer  to  my  home ,  but  we  have  not  been 
having  too  much  success .  So  here  are  my 
questions.  I  have  no  one  else  to  ask.  How 
does  one  go  about  entering  an  African 
violet  in  a  show?  Do  you  have  to  belong  to 
a  club?  I  also  read  about  noid  violets.  Is 
there  a  classification  for  them?  [The 
question  came  by  email. ] 

A.  Well,  to  enter  a  violet  in  a  show,  you  first 
have  to  have  a  show.  Since  you  don’t  have  a  local 
violet  club,  you  may  take  advantage  of  any  local 
plant  or  flower  show.  Do  you  have  a  local  county 
or  district  fair?  If  so,  do  they  have  a  floriculture 
competition  or  display?  Get  a  copy  of  the  fair’s 
premium  book  and  read  the  entry  rules.  You 
might  even  win  some  prizes!  Is  there  a  garden 
club  in  your  town?  Do  they  have  flower  shows?  If 
so,  can  you  join  the  club  and  enter  plants  in  their 
shows?  Sometimes  these  shows  are  open  to  the 
general  public,  so  anyone  can  submit  entries.  Find 


out  about  this.  I  have  found  that  plant 
people  are  plant  people  -  that  is,  that 
they  are  usually  interested  in  more  than 
one  kind  of  plant.  Local  garden  clubs 
are  more  than  likely  to  have  violet 
growers  among  the  members.  If  neither 
of  these  possibilities  is  available,  try  to 
set  up  your  own  violet  display  and  see 
what  kind  of  interest  it  might  generate. 
Ask  at  a  church  or  the  public  library  if 
they  would  let  you  set  up  a  display.  Perhaps  a 
local  nursery  would  be  interested.  Offer  to  do  a 
program  for  a  local  organization.  Program 
chairmen  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  new 
speakers.  Offer  to  donate  display  plants  to  local 
hospitals,  senior  centers,  etc.  (But  be  sure  to  ask 
first,  as  there  might  be  some  restrictions  on  this.) 
If  your  area  has  a  public  access  TV  channel,  get  in 
touch  and  offer  to  present  a  program.  (Yes,  I 
know  that  not  everyone  would  feel  comfortable  in 
front  of  the  camera.)  But  it  doesn’t  hurt  to  ask. 
Join  an  online  violet  discussion  group  and  find  out 
if  other  violet  growers  are  in  your  area.  Let  us 
know  if  you  have  any  success  with  any  of  the 
above  suggestions. 

About  noid  violets:  usually  local  fair  or  garden 
club  shows  do  not  require  violets  to  be  named, 
registered  varieties.  They  just  want  plants  to  be 
blooming.  Also,  a  violet  club  may  elect  to  include 
a  class  for  unnamed  plants  in  their  shows  (our 
club  did  that  this  past  year.) 

If  I  may,  I’d  like  to  interject  a  story  here  that 
emphasizes  the  value  of  having  a  local  violet  club 
with  enthusiastic  growers.  I  got  a  phone  call  a 
couple  of  months  ago  from  a  lady  who  asked 
where  in  our  area  she  could  buy  or  rent  African 
violets  (she  specified  pink  blooming  ones.)  My 
first  thought  was  of  which  local  nurseries  or 
garden  shops  might  have  violets.  As  we  talked 
more,  she  said  she  wanted  the  plants  for  her 
grandmother’s  funeral.  Her  grandmother  had 
passed  away  recently  at  the  age  of  103,  and 
African  violets  had  been  her  favorite  flower.  The 
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family  wanted  to  use  the  plants  in  an 
arrangement  at  the  graveside  service  and  as  table 
decorations  at  the  reception.  Then  1  thought  of 
one  of  our  club  members,  an  enthusiastic  grower 
and  propagator  who  always  has  scads  of 
blooming  violets  at  any  given  time.  1  put  these 
two  people  together  with  successful  results.  (Our 
member  delivered  the  plants  and  later  picked 
them  up  -  and,  no,  they  all  didn’t  have  to  be 
pink  -  as  a  donation  in  memory  of  a  lady  who 
loved  violets.) 

Q.  I  think  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
how  many  named,  registered  varieties  of 
African  violets  there  are  at  present 

A.  Wow,  this  question  brought  me  up  short. 
The  answer,  of  course,  is  “thousands”,  but  I  had 
no  idea  just  how  many  thousands.  But,  I  knew 
who  to  ask:  Joe  Bruns,  the  man  in  charge  of 
AVSA  registration.  Here  is  his  response:  “As  of 
now,  10,340  registered  African  violets  are  listed 
in  the  “African  violet  master  list  of  species  and 
cultivars  (AMVL).”  Also,  the  AMVL  lists  another 
6,755  named  but  unregistered  cultivars  as  well 
as  17  species  and  68  species  clones.  However, 
there  are  many  named  cultivars  that  are  not 
listed.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate,  but  it  has  been 
said  there  are  about  30,000  named  cultivars  in 
total  -  10,000  registered,  20,000  unregistered. 
Saintpaulias  tend  to  mutate  a  lot,  which  has 
helped  produce  a  large  variety  of  blossom  colors 
and  types  of  flowers  and  foliage.”  Thanks,  Joe! 

Q.  Canyon  really  kill  snails  with  beer? 
Disgusting  to  admit,  but  I  accidentally 
brought  a  couple  of  tiny  snails  into  the 
house.  They  apparently  hitchhiked  on  the 
bottom  of  a  pot  of  an  outdoor  plant  that  I 
brought  into  the  kitchen  sink  for  clean  up, 
and  they  got  into  the  plants  in  the 
greenhouse  window  above  the  sink.  I  know 
I  read  about  putting  out  a  dish  of  beer  to 
trap  snails  (outside).  I  told  my  son  about 
this  and  he  just  laughed  at  me.  What  a 
waste  of  beer,  he  said.  I  have  a  lot  of 
snails  in  my  outdoor  plants  and  they're 
driving  me  crazy. 


A.  Yes,  you  see  beer  recommended  as  a  way  to 
trap  and  kill  snails,  though  I  haven’t  tried  it, 
myself.  (1  throw  them  out  into  the  street  and  hope 
they  will  be  -  ahem  -  dispatched  by  other 
means.)  An  acquaintance  of  mine  has  apparently 
made  a  research  project  out  of  this  and  says  that 
snails  are  brand  particular  about  beer.  They  like 
yeasty  beers  (good  ones),  not  the  cheap  brands. 
They  also  like  beer  very  stale.  A  can  or  bottle  that 
has  stood  open  for  4  to  5  days  will  work  better 
than  fresh  beer.  You  can  add  a  bit  of  water  if  it 
starts  to  evaporate.  Pour  the  beer  into  a  shallow 
container  with  sides  that  are  easy  to  climb  and 
place  it  in  a  shady  area.  It  should  attract  snails. 
Apparently  the  snails  get  drunk  on  the  beer  and 
leave  your  plants  alone.  While  I  doubt  there’s 
been  any  scientific  research  done  on  this  method 
of  pest  management,  go  ahead  and  tiy  it.  By  the 
way,  I  just  read  that  there  are  80,000  species  of 
snails  and  slugs  in  the  world.  Yikes! 

Q.  I  know  I'm  supposed  to  disbud  my 
violets  f  I  want  to  have  good  show  plants, 
but  I  just  can 't  bear  to  take  off  all  the 
blooms.  After  all,  the  beautiful flowers  are 
the  reason  most  of  us  grow  violets  in  the 
first  place.  The  longtime  growers  in  our 
club  all  disbud  -  or,  they  say  they  do  -  and 
I  would  like  to  be  able  to  show  plants  like 
theirs.  Is  it  really  necessary? 

A.  You’re  right  that  disbudding  violets  is  hard 
to  do.  It  seems  counter-intuitive,  somehow,  given 
the  reason  we  grow  them  at  all.  Why  on  earth 
would  we  want  to  get  rid  of  the  buds?  But  for  a 
show  plant  to  grow  evenly,  a  potential  exhibitor 
needs  to  make  sure  that  its  symmetry  gets 
established  early  on.  Bloom  stalks  can  possibly 
distort  the  developing  shape  of  the  plant.  A 
disbudded  plant  also  grows  larger,  as  it  will  not 
be  using  energy  to  produce  blooms.  When  a 
plant  blooms,  most  of  its  energy  goes  into  the 
flowers,  so  that  the  center  leaves  will  be 
appreciably  smaller.  This  means  the  plant  will 
have  a  row  of  small  leaves,  which  will  lose 
points  in  judging.  When  plants  are  properly 
disbudded,  they  will  produce  larger  heads  of 
flowers  when  disbudding  ceases.  Disbudding  also 
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allows  the  owner  to  control  the  time  of  flowering. 
If  it  is  done  carefully,  the  plants  should  be  in  full 
bloom  at  show  time.  Complete  disbudding  means 
all  the  flower  stalks  are  removed  from  the  plant 
for  a  set  period  of  time.  Stop  disbudding  at  a  set 
number  of  weeks  before  a  show.  Some  growers 
disbud  for  six  months  before  a  show,  only 
allowing  a  plant  to  start  producing  flower  buds 
eight  to  ten  weeks  before  the  target  day. 

There  is  a  way  to  enjoy  your  violets,  though, 
and  that  is  by  partial  disbudding.  Every  second  or 
third  forming  bud  or  flower  stalk  is  removed, 
allowing  only  a  few  flower  stalks  to  develop  and 
produce  flowers.  In  this  way,  you  can  still  see 
some  flowers.  The  act  of  disbudding  causes  you  to 
pick  up  and  closely  examine  each  potential  show 
plant  and  is  a  great  way  to  keep  the  plant 
growing  well  and  with  good  symmetry.  You  can 
spot  any  developing  problems  early  on  and  keep 
the  plant  groomed.  Cutting  the  bloom  stalk  and 


leaving  a  small  stub  is  safer  than  pulling  off  the 
stalk.  Pulling  can  possibly  disturb  the  subsequent 
development  of  a  second  flower  stalk,  if  the  violet 
is  a  variety  that  blooms  more  than  once  at  the 
same  axil.  The  stubs  will  dry  and  be  easily 
removed  with  tweezers.  On  average,  you  can  stop 
disbudding  variegated  varieties  about  nine  weeks 
before  a  show.  Doubles  are  disbudded  until  eight 
weeks  before  a  show;  semi-doubles,  seven  weeks; 
and  singles,  six  weeks.  For  miniatures  and 
trailers,  disbudding  methods  and  timing  are  not 
quite  so  clear  cut,  and  I’m  reluctant  to  make 
recommendations.  You  could  research  this  in  the 
African  violet  magazine ,  or,  better  yet,  consult 
some  of  those  veteran  growers  in  your  club. 

Of  course,  you  don’t  have  to  disbud  all  your 
plants.  Leave  some  of  the  extras  to  bloom  for 
your  enjoyment,  while  your  show  plants  bide 
their  time  to  put  out  their  best  efforts  for  your 
club’s  show. 


Growing  Streptocarpus  My  Way 

By  Ina  Beaver 


These  plants  are  native  to  southern  Africa  and 
belong  to  the  Gesneriad  family  of  plants;  the 
most  common  gesneriads  are  the  African  violets. 

Soilless  Mix: 

4  quarts  super  soil  1  quart  vermiculite 
1  quart  perlite  1  cup  charcoal  (if  available) 

I  grow  my  Streptocarpus  mostly  under  lights, 
twelve  hours  daily,  using  cool  white  supersaver 
tubes.  Streptocarpus  flower  best  in  bright  light. 
These  plants  prefer  cool  temperatures  and  sunburn 
badly  in  direct  sunshine  during  summer  months. 

I  water  twice  a  week  with  clear  water.  Lucky 
me,  we  have  perfect  pH  in  our  well.  The  fertil¬ 
izers  I  like  to  use  every  second  watering  are 
20-20-20,  15-30-15,  etc.,  quarter  strength,  or 
my  favorite  fish  fertilizer,  always  in  lukewarm 
water.  Once  a  month  or  so  I  add  one  teaspoon  of 
lime  to  one  gallon  of  water  to  keep  the  soil  sweet. 
I  fertilize  very  rarely  during  the  winter  months. 

The  pots  should  never  sit  in  water  long. 
Overwatering  will  kill  your  plant.  Keep  just 
evenly  moist,  not  soggy,  and  allow  to  dry  out 
somewhat  between  watering. 


These  plants  prefer  to  be  slightly  potbound. 

They  can  be  separated  by  slicing  through  the 

plant  and  soil.  Paint  the  wound  lightly  with  a 

rooting  hormone  and  repot  in  fresh  soil. 

Streptocarpus  plants  can  be  started  by  putting 

the  stem  in  a  small  pot  of  soilless  mix.  I  take  a 

* 

healthy  leaf  from  the  plant  and  remove  the 
midrib  placing  the  two  cut  edges  in  the  trench 
and  practically  cover  with  soil.  I  cover  them  for  a 
while,  making  sure  the  soil  is  always  moist. 
Plantlets  grow  around  the  veins.  I  fill  plastic 
containers  (with  small  holes  for  drainage  in  the 
bottom),  making  a  1/2  to  1  inch  trench  in  moist 
mix.  Depending  on  the  season,  plantlets  appear 
in  several  weeks.  When  they  are  large  enough  to 
handle,  slice  the  new  baby  with  a  bit  of  old  leaf 
attached.  A  clean  razor  blade  works  best.  Plant 
the  plantlet  in  a  2  1/2  inch  pot.  As  soon  as  the 
roots  appear  it’s  ready  for  a  3-inch  pot,  then  a 
4-inch.  Re-pot  often. 

From  Chatter , 
publication  of  the  AVS  of  Canada 
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AVSA’s  BEST  VARIETY  LIST  FOR  201 1 

Floyd  Lawson 

2019  Madrona  Ave.  •  Torrance,  CA  90503  •  FloydLL@earthlink.net 


Welcome  to  AVSA’s  2011  Best  Variety  List.  Thank 
you  to  all  who  participated  by  regular  mail  and  e-mail. 
The  response  was  good  this  year  and  again  spanned 
the  world.  Even  though  I  cannot  answer  each  one, 
your  comments  and  support  are  deeply  appreciated.  I 
recognize  the  time  and  effort  each  of  you  give  to  this 
list. 

Again  this  year,  we  list  each  of  the  top  twenty-five 
favorites  with  their  descriptions  from  AVSA’s  First  Class 
computer  data  base.  Many  have  asked  about  species 
and  the  List.  Yes,  species  are  counted.  The  top  species 
this  year  were  variations  of  S.  rupicola.  Now  to  YOUR 
choices  for  the  past  year.  Read  the  list,  read  the 
descriptions,  and  choose  your  new  favorite  for  your 
collection. 

Irish  Flirt  (7577)  11/07/1991  (S.  Sorano)  Double 
bright  green  and  white  frilled  star.  Medium  green, 
wavy.  Semiminiature 

Ness’  Crinkle  Blue  (8136)  01/19/1995  (D.  Ness) 
Double  dark  blue  star/thin  white  edge.  Dark  green, 
quilted,  serrated/red  back.  Semiminiature 

Frozen  in  Time  (9167)  02/03/2003  (Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses/Sorano)  Single-semidouble  white 
star/variable  lavender  tinge;  green  edge.  Variegated 
light  green  and  ivory,  quilted.  Standard 

Rainbow’s  Quiet  Riot  (R.  Wasmund)  Semidouble 
blue-purple  large  star/white  fantasy.  Dark  green,  round, 
scalloped.  Standard 

Picasso  (6924)  10/04/1988  (M.  Tfemblay)  Double 
light  blue  and  white/variable  white  fantasy.  Variegated 
medium  green,  plain/silver-green  back.  Large 

The  Alps  (7813)  10/03/1992  (K.  Horikoshi/H. 
Sawara)  Single-semidouble  chimera  white  pansy/light 
blue  stripe.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
Orchard’s  Bumble  Magnet  (8479)  08/21/1996 
(R.  Wilson)  Double  pink  star.  Medium  green,  plain, 
pointed.  Miniature 

Milky  Way  Trail  (7169)  08/01/1989  (J.  Stahl) 
Single-semidouble  white  pansy.  Medium  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted.  Semiminiature  trailer 

Harbor  Blue  (6174)  02/24/1986  (T.  Weber)  Single 
light  blue/darker  eye.  Dark  green,  plain/red  back.  Large 
Rob’s  Boolaroo  (8053)  03/05/1994  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  light  pink  sticktite  pansy/bright  blue 
fantasy.  Medium  green,  quilted.  Semiminiature  trailer 


Ness’  Satin  Rose  (8144)  01/19/1995  (D.  Ness) 
Double  rose-mauve  two-tone  star.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
scalloped/red  back.  Semiminiature 

Blue  Dragon  (9516)  12/17/2005  (Lyndon  Lyon 
Greenhouses/R  Sorano)  Double  light  blue  large  frilled 
star/raspberry  edge.  Dark  green,  plain/red  back.  Large 
Cirelda  (3620)  03/01/1979  (P.  Tracey)  Double 
pink  two-tone.  Quilted.  Semiminiature  trailer 

Powwow  (7708)  06/15/1992  (K.  Stork) 
Semidouble  red  pansy.  Variegated  green  and  cream, 
plain.  Standard 

Optimara  Little  Moonstone  (7352)  04/11/1990 
(Holtkamp)  Double  white/blue-tinged  center.  Light 
green,  cupped,  hairy,  ruffled.  Miniature 

Rob’s  Chilly  Willy  (9461)  07/30/2005  (R. 
Robinson)  Double  silver-white  star/medium  blue 
overlay,  edge.  Crown  variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  pointed.  Miniature 

Rebel’s  Splatter  Rake  (8695)  01/31/1998  (R. 
Bann)  Single-semidouble  pink  large  fluted  star/darker 
eye,  purple  fantasy,  white-green  edge.  Medium  green, 
spooned,  quilted,  glossy,  serrated/red  back.  Large 
Precious  Pink  (6025)  07/05/1985  (H.  Pittman) 
Semidouble  pink.  Variegated,  plain.  Semiminiature 
(DAVS  913,  TX  Hyb) 

Tomahawk  (7269)  01/22/1990  (K.  Stork) 
Semidouble-double  bright  red.  Dark  green,  plain.  Large 
Buckeye  Seductress  (Hancock)  Double  dark 
lavender  star/wide  white  band,  green  edge.  Variegated 
medium  green  and  cream,  plain.  Large  (DAVS  1632) 
Smooch  Me  (8776)  11/14/1998  (K.  Stork)  Single¬ 
semidouble  rose-pink  pansy/variable  red  eye.  Dark 
green,  quilted,  glossy,  serrated.  Standard 

Pixie  Blue  (2598)  09/16/1974  (L.  Lyon)  Single 
purple-blue/darker  center.  Plain,  ovate.  Miniature  trailer 
Rob’s  Fuddy  Duddy  (7886)  06/02/1993  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  dark  mauve-purple  sticktite 
pansy.  Dark  green,  quilted.  Semiminiature 

Rob’s  Mad  Cat  (7891)  06/02/1993  (R.  Robinson) 
Double  pink  sticktite  pansy/blue  fantasy,  dark  red- 
purple  ruffled  edge.  Dark  green,  serrated/red  back. 
Semiminiature 

Ode  to  Beauty  (7677)  02/28/1992  (G.  Cox/B. 
Johnson)  Semidouble  medium  coral  star/thin  raspberry 
band,  white  edge.  Dark  green,  plain,  quilted.  Large 
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African  Queen,  An 
Educational  Display 

By  Linda  Minnis 
Marion,  IL 


I  want  to  thank  our  AVM  Editor 
and  AVSA  for  allowing  me  to  use 
materials  and  pictures  in  a  Competi¬ 
tive  Educational  Display.  The  display 
competition  was  in  conjunction  with 
a  Standard  Flower  Show  held  by 
District  VII,  Garden  Clubs  of  Illinois, 

Central  Region,  National  Garden 
Clubs,  Inc.  The  show  was  held 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  25  -  26, 

2011  at  the  University  Mall  in 
Carbondale,  Illinois,  in  the  southern¬ 
most  part  of  the  State. 

Eleven  of  fourteen  clubs  in  our 
district  participated  in  the  flower 
show,  which  was  titled  “Once  Upon 
A  Story.”  There  were  competitive 
divisions  in  Horticulture  (...At  the 
Movies);  Design  (...At  the  Library); 
and  Competitive  Special  Exhibits  (...At  the 
Theater),  which  included  an  Educational  Award, 
an  Artistic  Crafts  Award,  and  a  Photography  “The 
Shutterbug”  Award. 

My  educational  exhibit  on  African  violets  was 
given  the  theme  of  “African  Queen.”  I  used  black 
backboards  placed  on  a  six-foot  table,  with 


zebra-stripe  lettering  for  the  heading,  and  a 
silhouette  of  the  continent  of  Africa  with  the 
picture  of  a  species  violet  for  the  main  board.  To 
the  right,  I  added  pictures  of  cultivars  of  the 
different  types  of  African  violets,  and  of 
“Designing  Ways”  taken  from  the  African  Violet 
Magazine .  I  backed  these  with  a  different  color  to 
make  them  stand  out. 

On  one  side  I  added  a  short  history 
of  African  violets,  noting  the 
discovery,  first  hybridization, 
and  designation  of  the  African  violet 
as  “the  most  popular  houseplant”  of 
National  Garden  Club  members  in  a 
2008  survey.  I  included 
a  page  defining  types  of  violets 
(species,  hybrid,  trailing,  etc.),  leaf 
span,  and  suggested  pot  sizes. 

On  the  other  side,  pages  from  the 
African  Violet  Handbook  showed 
foliage  and  bloom  types,  and  a  note 
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crediting  AVSA  for  the  use  of  pictures.  The 
May/June  2011  issue  of  the  African  Violet 
Magazine  was  on  a  table  easel  below  the  credit. 

I  shared  handouts  of  AVSA’s  “Guide  to  Growing 
Gorgeous  African  Violets,”  “Judging  the  Show 
Plant,”  by  Bill  Foster  and  Mary  Ann  Corrigan,  and 
additional  information  on  judging  that  I  had 
compiled.  I  added  a  few  African  art  pieces,  three 
black  candle  holders  with  miniature  violets  on 
them,  and  a  cut  stem  of  a  plant,  in  a  small  vase. 

Although  this  was  my  first  educational  table, 
people  were  stopping  to  look  at  it  and  making 
positive  comments  as  I  was  setting  up.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  lot  of  interest  in  the  display.  I 
took  less  than  thirty  copies  of  the  AVSA  culture 


folder,  “Guide  to  Growing  Gorgeous 
African  Violets,”  as  1  thought  that  would 
be  enough,  but  all  of  them  were  gone  by 
three  o’clock  Sunday  afternoon,  along 
with  the  other  handouts! 

There  were  two  other  educational 
tables  in  the  competition  besides  “African 
Queen.”  “Madame  Butterfly,  which  was 
on  butterfly  gardening,  and  “Cheaper  by 
the  Dozen,”  on  native  tree  propagation  by 
seed.  Although  1  did  receive  second  place, 
the  show  chairman  said  she  thought  my 
entire  exhibit  “was  perfection.” 

1  enjoyed  creating  the  educational  display 
table,  and  sharing  my  fascination  with  African 
violets  with  others. 
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Water,  Water  Everywhere, 
Way  Too  Much  to  Drink 

By  Betty  Ferguson 


Perched  Water.  Sounds  like  my  brother-in- 
law’s  favorite  fishing  spot.  You  know,  where  the 
perch  are  plentiful,  big  fish  are  likely  to  be 
hanging  out,  too.  Or  maybe  perched  water  refers 
to  something  like  the  water  cup  attached  to  the 
perch  on  top  of  my  parrot’s  cage. 

Nope.  Neither.  Perched  water  is  the  water  that 
occupies  or  perches  in  the  lower  layer  of  soil  in  a 
container.  This  layer  is  always  saturated  and  will 
not  drain  from  the  portion  of  the  pot  it  occupies 
unless  it  evaporates  or  the  plant  utilizes  it.  That 
sounds  good,  but  instead  of  being  a  beneficial 
law  of  physics,  for  me  it  is  an  explanation  of  why 
I  kept  losing  so  many  plants  to  root  rot.  Well,  it’s 
the  major  reason. 

A  good  soil  mix  must  provide  the  following 
four  qualities:  good  water  retention,  drainage, 
aeration,  and  anchorage.  This  article  on  “perched 
water’’  focuses  on  the  retention  and  movement  of 
water  through  the  soil  and  drainage. 

Two  forces  causing  water  to  move  through  soil 
are  gravity  and  capillary  action.  Gravity  is  easy 
to  understand,  but  it  should  be  noted  that 
gravitational  pull,  called  gravitational  flow 
potential  is  greater  for  water  at  the  top  of  the  pot 
than  it  is  for  water  at  the  bottom.  Capillarity 
action,  the  force  that  pulls  water  up  from  your 
reservoir  via  the  wick,  for  example,  utilizes  the 
natural  forces  of  adhesion  and  cohesion. 
Adhesion  is  water’s  tendency  to  stick  to  solid 
objects  like  soil  particles  and  the  fibers  of  the 
wick,  or  the  sides  of  the  pot,  or  for  water  to 
spread  if  a  paper  towel  touches  it.  Cohesion  is  the 
tendency  for  water  to  stick  to  itself.  A  water  drop 
is  an  example  of  cohesion. 

Every  pot  of  soil  has  what  is  called  a  “perched 
water  table.”  This  is  the  level  where  the  capillary 
pull  of  the  soil  equals  the  gravitational  flow 
potential.  The  water  becomes  perched;  it  will  not 
drain.  You  may  be  able  to  actually  see  the 


perched  water  table  in  a  clear  plastic  pot  of  soil. 
We  could  take  pots  of  varying  heights  and  fill 
them  with  soil.  Let’s  say  our  pots  are  eight,  six, 
four,  and  three  inches  tall,  and  each  has  a 
drainage  hole  or  holes.  The  water  will  perch  at 
the  very  same  level  in  each  pot,  with  the  taller 
pots  providing  more  soil  with  air  for  the  plants’ 
roots.  The  perched  water  level  is  usually  about 
three  inches  from  the  bottom  of  the  pot. 
Remember,  although  water  contains  oxygen,  it 
does  not  supply  enough  for  the  needs  of  the 
roots.  Plants  that  die  from  root  rot  usually  do  so 
because  they  smothered  from  lack  of  air  and  can 
no  longer  take  up  oxygen.  As  a  result,  taller 
containers  are  a  better  choice  for  our  plants  than 
squatty  pots. 

If  you  think  about  it,  a  cup  of  soil  with  large 
soil  particles  (perlite,  bark,  rice  hulls,  etc.)  will 
have  less  surface  area  to  hold  water  than  the 
same  amount  of  small  soil  particles  (peat  moss, 
fine  sand,  etc.).  This  means  that  soils  with  large 
surface  areas  will  drain  quicker  and  easier  than 
fine  soils.  Or  we  could  say  the  gravitational  flow 
potential  of  perched  water  table  is  lower  in  coarse 
soils  than  in  fine  soils. 

Small  particles  mixed  in  with  large  particles 
will  ot  increase  drainage  because  the  small 
particles  fit  in  between  the  larger  ones,  increasing 
the  surface  area  for  water  to  lodge. 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  a  layer  of  large 
particles,  gravel,  or  perlite,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pot  has  the  opposite  effect  of  improving  drainage. 
Multiple  research  experiments  have  proven  that 
instead  of  improving  drainage,  it  raises  the 
perched  water  level  higher  in  the  pot. 

Here’s  the  physics  to  that:  there  is  far  more 
surface  area  in  the  small  upper  particles  for  water 
to  congregate  than  the  surface  area  of  the  larger 
particles  in  the  bottom.  Water  is  more  hesitant  to 
move  downward  because  the  capillary  pull  of  the 
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soil  above  the  drainage  layer  is  stronger  than  the 
gravitational  flow  potential. 

But  here’s  the  fun  part.  By  wick  watering,  we 
can  fool  the  perched  water  into  thinking  the  pot 
is  deeper  than  it  really  is.  The  water  moves  down 
looking  for  the  new  bottom  of  the  pot,  pulling  the 
perched  water  level  down  with  it.  The  wick 
should  extend  several  inches  from  the  bottom  of 
the  pot  to  be  effective.  I  remember  Dale  Martens 
posting  to  the  Gesneriphiles  Internet  forum  years 
ago  that  when  she  wick  waters,  she  makes  sure 
the  water  in  the  reservoir  is  not  very  close  to  the 
bottom  of  the  pot.  Now  we  can  understand  the 
principle  of  why  her  system  works.  The  wick 
needs  to  extend  several  inches  to  effectively  draw 
the  perched  water  level  below  the  bottom  of  the 
pot. 

Another  method  of  fooling  Mother  Nature  is  to 
grow  pot-in-pot  by  placing  your  violet  pot  in  or 


on  a  deeper  pot  of  soil.  And  a  third  way,  which 
we  won’t  use  with  our  violets,  is  to  place  the  pot 
directly  onto  the  ground. 

The  University  of  Illinois  Extension  explains 
perched  water  like  this: 

“It  is  a  myth  that  a  layer  of  gravel  ( inside 
the  bottom  of  an  individual  pot)  beneath  the 
soil  improves  container  drainage.  Instead  of 
extra  water  draining  immediately  into  the 
gravel,  the  water  “perches”  or  gathers  in  the 
soil  just  above  the  gravel.  The  water  gathers 
until  no  air  space  is  left....  So  gravel  in  the 
bottom  does  little  to  keep  soil  above  it  from 
being  saturated  by  overwatering.” 
(http://urbanext.illinois.edu/container 
gardening/choosing_drainage.cfm) 

From  The  Dixie  News, 
Publication  of  the  Dixie  AYS 


WHAT  IS  pH? 

By  Irene  Hatzinisiriou 


“pH  is  a  factor  on  a  scale  from  1  to  14  which 
measures  the  concentration  of  free  hydrogen  ions 
in  the  solution.” 

“As  hydrogen  ions  increase  in  solution,  the 
pH  drops.  With  a  decrease  of  hydrogen  ions  in 
solution,  the  pH  increases.” 

In  other  words,  it  is  a  scale  used  to  measure 
the  acidity  or  alkalinity  of  solutions.  It  is  an 
indicator  to  check  whether  your  growing 
conditions  are  favorable  or  not  to  your  plants.  pH 
of  water,  fertilizer,  and  the  soil  can  be  measured 
for  their  pH  level  using  a  color  coded  kit  which 
may  be  purchased  from  highly  specialized  plant 
growing  suppliers. 

pH  levels  which  are  low  (pHl  to  pH6)  are 
called  ACIDIC  conditions,  where  pHl  is  the  most 
acidic.  Examples  of  acids  can  be  things  like  lactic 
acid  in  milk,  citric  acid  in  citrus  fruits,  and  Cola 


which  contains  phosphoric  acid! 

pH  levels  which  are  at  or  near  pH  7  are  called 
NEUTRAL  conditions.  A  neutral  solution  is  water. 
Ihp  water  may  vary  from  area  to  area  and  may 
be  more  slightly  acidic  in  some  areas  than  others. 

pH  levels  which  are  high  (pH7.4  to  pH  14)  are 
called  BASIC  (ALKALINE)  conditions,  where  pH  14 
is  the  most  basic.  Bleach,  detergents,  and  caustic 
soda  are  examples  of  veiy  strong  basic  solutions 
and  should  always  be  handled  with  gloves. 

African  violets  prefer  slightly  acidic  growing 
conditions  between  pH6.5  to  pH7.  If  the 
soil/water/fertilizer  mix  is  within  this  range,  the 
plants  will  be  able  to  absorb  minerals  and 
nutrients  much  easier. 

From  The  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Australia 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Optimara  Little  Hopi  II 

Exhibited  by:  Marie  Bums 
Hybridized  by:  Holtkamp 
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Exhibited  by: 

Beverley  Williams 

Hybridized  by: 

J.  Brownlie 

Semiminiature 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Mac’s  Belle 
of  the  Ball 

Exhibited  and 
Hybridized  by: 

George  McDonald 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Growing  New  Members: 
Investing  in  Your  Club’s  Future 

Richard  Follett,  Affiliate  Chairman 


Fall  is  always  an  exciting  time  of  the  year  for 
Affiliate  Clubs:  a  new  season  of  meetings  begins; 
plans  for  a  show,  sale,  or  other  spring  event  are 
set  in  motion;  new  members  bring  new  ideas  and 
new  energy  ...  or  do  theyl  How  many  new 
members  has  your  club  attracted  in  the  past 
year?  If  the  first  meeting  of  your  new  season 
feels  like  ‘same  old,  same  old...,’  chances  are 
that  your  club  has  lost  sight  of  the  importance  of 
recruiting  and  retaining  new  members. 

My  first  official  correspondence  as  Affiliate 
Chair  was  to  address  an  inquiry  from  an  Affiliate 
Club  Secretary  who  asked  me  where  to  send  her 
club’s  archives,  informing  me  that  the  club  had 
disbanded  because  their  President  had  died,  and 
the  other  members  had  ‘lost  interest’.  I  was  sad 
to  have  to  tell  her  that  the  AVSA  office  has 
neither  the  resources  nor  the  space  to  archive  the 
records  of  Affiliate  Clubs.  Before  responding,  I 
consulted  with  AVSA  Archivist  Janet  Riemer,  who 
suggested  that  the  records  be  placed  with  a 
member  willing  to  store  them  until  the  club  might 
want  to  reorganize  or  that  they  be  donated  to  the 
local  library.  I  added  that  they  might  be  digitally 
photographed  or  converted  to  microfilm  if  storage 
space  was  a  problem.  In  the  end,  I  am  not  sure 
that  any  of  these  things  will  happen  -  if  the 
members  have  truly  ‘lost  interest’  as  the  e-mail 
suggested,  the  chances  are  slim.  So  much  history 
lost! 

Nothing  in  this  world  happens  by  accident  - 
this  first  official  exchange  was  a  wake-up  call!  I 
was  not  present  for  the  demise  of  the  Affiliate 
Club  in  question,  but  I  can  certainly  surmise  a 
likely  scenario:  one  energetic  and  passionate 
individual  drives  an  aging  club  to  continue  its 
traditions  and  then  becomes  incapacitated  (or 
dies),  leaving  no  one  capable  of  carrying  on.  This 
is  a  condition  for  which  there  is  only  one  cure: 
new  members .  Our  survival  (and  that  of  AVSA) 
depends  on  them. 


There  is  no  point  in  gilding  the  lily  here  - 
attracting  and  keeping  new  members  takes  work , 
and  lots  of  it.  Affiliate  Clubs  that  pour  their 
energy  into  sustaining  what  already  exists  will 
inevitably  cease  to  exist.  As  your  new  Affiliate 
Chair,  I  must  urge  you  to  view  your  club  and  its 
activities  with  a  preservationist’s  eye.  If  Affiliate 
Clubs  were  an  endangered  species  and  you  were 
charged  with  trying  to  save  them,  wouldn’t  your 
first  goal  be  to  increase  the  population  through 
active  breeding?  A  species  dies  when  its  popula¬ 
tion  can  no  longer  produce  viable  offspring.  Each 
year,  more  AV  clubs  are  aging  out  of  existence  as 
well-intentioned  members  struggle  to  carry  on 
‘business  as  usual’  without  investing  in  new 
member  recruitment. 

Although  there  is  no  magic  ‘fix’  to  bring  new 
members  flocking  to  your  club  meetings,  there 
are  proven  winners.  Below  is  a  ‘punch  list’  of 
strategies  known  to  have  brought  success.  I  also 
encourage  you  to  send  me  your  own  ideas  to 
share  in  future  columns  to  ensure  the  survival  of 
our  species. 

1.  Issue  a  new  member  challenge:  Offer  an 
incentive  for  each  current  member  who  brings 
one  or  more  new  members  into  your  club. 

2.  The  ‘Buddy’  system:  Appoint  a  veteran  club 
member  to  mentor  each  newcomer  for  the 
first  two  years  of  her/his  club  membership.  I 
had  an  extraordinary  mentor  in  my  AVSA 
Affiliate  Club  and  I  stayed ,  largely  because  of 
the  personal  connection. 

3.  Advertise,  advertise,  advertise:  Buy  a  large- 
size  or  color  advertisement  in  the  ‘most- read’ 
newspaper  in  town.  Sure,  the  rates  are 
extortionate.  Just  DO  it!!  The  money  will 
come  back  to  you  -  without  new  members, 
who  will  you  leave  that  treasury  to, 
anyway? 

4.  Be  a  visible  presence:  Go  into  your  com¬ 
munity’s  classrooms,  church  youth  groups, 
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home  school  gatherings,  etc.  and  show  the 
kids  how  to  put  down  leaves  -  then,  go  back 
several  times  and  show  them  how  to  keep 
growing!  Later,  when  you  have  enough 
youth  growers,  add  a  youth  class  to  your 
club  show!  Our  Immediate  Past  President 
Ron  Davidson  has  worked  wonders  with 
home-school  student  growers  in  Texas. 

5.  Talk  about  your  club:  In  the  grocery  store; 
the  doctor’s  office;  at  luncheons  and  mixers; 
at  the  beauty  shop;  how  can  anyone  join  a 
club  they  don’t  know  about?  Become  an 
ambassador  -  have  some  ‘how  to  join’ 
business  cards  made  up  and  hand  them  out 
to  those  interested. 

6.  Follow  through:  Be  friendly  and  prompt  in 
responding  to  all  inquiries.  We  are  ALL  club 
secretaries  when  it  comes  to  public  relations. 

7.  Build  relationships:  Offer  to  place  member- 
grown  African  violets  in  restaurants,  offices, 
etc.  and  agree  to  care  for  them  in  exchange 
for  permission  to  place  club  and  AVSA  info 
nearby. 

8.  Look  for  display  opportunities:  Most  libraries 
feature  rotating  art  and  craft  displays  -  why 


not  African  Violets?  Local  festivals  -  food, 
arts/crafts,  etc.  -  are  also  wonderful  opportu¬ 
nities.  Rent  a  booth,  sell  some  plants,  have  a 
ball! 

9.  Reach  out  to  former  members:  Bring  them 
back  in.  Maybe  they  would  happily  come 
back  if  they  felt  missed  or  appreciated.  My 
first  job,  at  age  16,  was  selling  newspaper 
subscriptions  by  phone.  I  sold  more  than 
anyone  else  by  ignoring  the  rules  and  calling 
everyone  on  the  ‘do  not  call’  list  to  ask  why 
they  had  been  dissatisfied  with  the  service. 
Most  were  so  glad  to  be  listened  to  that  they 
renewed  their  subscription  on  the  spot! 

10.  Be  an  Affiliate  Club/ AVSA  member  24/7:  We 
do  not  stop  being  members  when  we  leave 
the  meeting.  Work  your  club  into  the  daily 
fabric  of  your  life  in  whatever  ways  you  can. 
It’s  in  the  name:  we  are  a  society. 

My  sincere  best  wishes  for  an  abundant  grow¬ 
ing  season  for  your  plants  and  your  clubs  alike. 
Please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me  if  there  is 
any  way  I  can  help  you  achieve  your  goals  and 
please  do  share  your  failures  as  well  as  your  suc¬ 
cesses  -  we  all  learn  from  one  another. 


AVSA  LIBRARY  ORDERS 

All  AVSA  Library  requests  must  be  made  in  writing.  After  you  have 
emailed  <avsa@earthlink.net>,  faxed  (409)  839-4329,  or  sent  your 
request  by  postal  service  (AVSA,  2375  North  St.,  Beaumont,  TX  77702), 
you  will  receive  a  confirmation  from  the  AVSA  Office.  If  you  do  not 
receive  a  confirmation  within  THREE  WEEKS,  it  is  YOUR  responsibility 
to  check  with  the  office  and  make  sure  that  your  request  has  been 
received.  THE  AVSA  Library  Complete  List  of  Rentals  can  now  be  found 

on  the  AVSA  web  site  <www.avsa.org>. 
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THE  LAST  LEAF 

By  Elena  Kornilova  •  Saratov,  Russia 


Do  you  remember  the 
beautiful  short  story  by 
O’Henry,  “The  Last  Leaf’? 

Old  Behrman  died,  having 
painted  his  longed-for 
masterpiece  on  the  brick  wall: 
an  ivy  leaf  that  saved  the  life 
of  Johnsy. 

This  story  is  about  a  leaf 
too,  a  violet  leaf.  Last  year 
was  very  hard,  both  weather 
and  health-wise.  1  had  lost 
one  third  of  my  collection  to  a 
scorching  summer.  You  can 
well  imagine  what  1  felt.  My 
dear  friend  offered  to  help  me 
with  new  leaves.  The  parcel 
was  sent  at  the  end  of  September  and  it  arrived 
in  Moscow  at  the  beginning  of  October. ..to 
receive  an  icy  winter  embrace.  Who  could  have 
foreseen  a  snowstorm  that  early? 

When  I  brought  the  parcel  home,  I  was  so 
excited  and  happy.  My  joy  was  short-lived, 
though.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  insulation,  two- 
thirds  of  the  leaves  had  turned  to  gooey  stuff. 
Only  the  middle  layer  survived.  There  were  very 
few  intact  leaves.  My  husband  gave  me  a  hand 


March  1 1  Green  Eyes  n  kids  s 

with  putting  them  to  root.  He  is  blessed  by  green 
fingers. 

What  we  did  plant  looked  more  like  pieces  of  a 
puzzle:  tiny  triangles,  flags,  squiggles,  and  the 
like.  I  put  the  plastic  covered  cups  on  the  window 
sill  and  waited.  Our  tiny  bits  of  leaf  tissue  started 
perishing  right  away.  They  developed  rot  spots 
which  spread  very  fast.  I  had  a  list  of  varieties 
and  soon  there  were  few  names  left  on  it.  I  was 
devastated.  I  am  partial  To  flowers  with  green 
edges  and  frills,  and  these  were  the 
ones  that  didn’t  survive. 

Only  one  leaf  of  ‘Green  Eyes’ 
behaved  bravely,  like  a  Tin  Soldier  (in 
fact  it  looked  more  like  the  capital  L, 
only  upside  down  when  we  planted  it) . 
At  Christmas  I  could  see  little  plantlets 
in  some  of  the  cups  and  I  was  sorry  to 
see  my  “Tin  Soldier”  withering. 

When  the  mother  leaf  was  almost 
nonexistent,  I  noticed  a  teeny-weeny 
plantlet.  It  was  so  small  that  I  used 
tweezers  to  pick  it.  I  put  it  on  the  damp 
sphagnum  and  placed  it  in  a  plastic 
bag.  I  was  ill  at  that  time,  and  even 
watering  my  collection  felt  like  an 
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little  plants  and... I  saw  a  new  batch  of 
plantlets  that  1  have  recently 
separated.  But  it  was  the  leafs  swan 
song. 

I  told  myself  that  if  that  tiny  leaf 
had  survived  the  journey,  frost,  and 
drought,  it  was  time  for  me  to  pull 
myself  together  and  get  up  and 
running. 

The  moral  of  the  story  is:  never, 
ever,  give  way  to  despair.  Never  ever 
let  hardships  break  you.  The  last 
violet  leaf  may  be  a  new  leaf  of  your 
life’s  book. 


elephantine  job  to  me. 

Winter  is  hard  on  my  violets:  the 
days  are  short,  the  air  is  dry  because 
of  the  burning  hot  radiators,  and  the 
windowpanes  are  chilled  by  north 
winds.  One  day,  when  I  opened  the 
bag  I  saw  that  the  leaf  was  only  the 
size  of  half  of  my  pinkie  nail.  A 
toothpick  of  a  petiole  was  lying  on  the 
completely  dry  sphagnum.  I  watered  it 
but  thought  that  was  the  end. 

Imagine  my  surprise  when  in  some 
time  this  very  leaf  (which  was  the  size 
of  a  nickel  then)  had  plantlets  at  its 
base  that  were  no  bigger  than  poppy 
seeds.  In  some  time  I  separated  three 
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January  Issue  -  November  1 
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The  ABCs  of  Design  Judging 

By  Bob  Green 


I  believe  the  designer’s  aim  is  to  explore,  to 
announce  new  visions,  and  to  open  new  doors. 
Therefore,  I  feel  that  a  judge  should  strive  to  award 
the  designer  who  does  explore,  announces  new 
visions,  or  opens  new  doors.  With  this  premise  in 
mind,  let’s  look  at  how  I  personally  believe  designs 
should  be  judged  in  an  African  violet  show. 

Judges  should  have  made  designs  themselves 
and  exhibited  them  in  shows,  before  ever  judging 
designs,  to  properly  appreciate  the  problems  and 
challenges  in  creating  and  constructing  designs. 
They  should  study  the  design  classes  and  rules  in 
the  show  schedule  thoroughly,  well  in  advance  of 
the  actual  judging;  and,  if  they  have  questions, 
those  questions  should  be  resolved  before  judging 
gets  underway.  Also,  before  judging  gets  underway, 
judges  should  walk  through  the  entire  design 
division  of  the  show,  so  that  they  can  make  a 
mental  assessment  of  the  overall  quality  of  the 
designs. 

Judges  should  look  for  what  I  refer  to  as  the 
ABC’s  -  aesthetic  appeal,  beauty,  and 
communication.  Aesthetic  appeal  includes  the 
following:  harmony  of  components,  elements  and 
principles  of  design,  and  distinction.  Beauty  is  both 
tangible  and  intangible.  That  is,  the  tangible  beauty 
of  the  actual  materials  used,  and  the  intangible 
beauty  of  the  completed  design  that  evokes  an 
emotion  from  the  viewer  and  judge.  Communication 
comes  into  play  in  the  design’s  interpretation  of  the 
particular  class,  as  stated  in  the  show  schedule;  and 
the  impact  the  design  creates  on  the  viewer  and 
judge. 

Let’s  get  more  specific.  A  judge  should  never 
make  a  decision  with  a  “wave  of  the  hand”  manner 
as  if  to  say:  “This  is  a  blue,  this  is  a  red,  this  is  a 
blue,  and  this  is  the  best.”  A  judge  should  always 
keep  in  mind  that  it  takes  time,  thought,  study, 
discipline,  patience,  and  imagination  to  put  together 
a  design.  Designers  struggle  with  ideas  and  unruly 
plant  materials,  try  their  best  to  conform  to  the 
show  schedule,  and  spend,  perhaps,  many  sleepless 
nights  toying  with  ideas;  so  they,  the  designers,  are 


certainly  entitled  to  a  more  thoughtful  and  under¬ 
standing  appraisal  of  their  handiwork. 

I  feel  that  the  basic  requirement  for  a  good  design 
judge  is  to  maintain  an  open  mind.  When  judging  a 
design,  a  judge  should  try  to  see  and  understand 
what  the  designer  tried  to  express,  not  how  he  or 
she  (the  judge)  would  have  done  it.  Pointing  out 
what  the  designer  might  have  done  is  not  judging. 
There  are  changes  that  a  judge  or  someone  else 
might  have  made;  in  fact,  there  are  no  two  people 
who,  starting  with  the  same  materials,  would  have 
developed  the  same  design.  What  might  have  been 
done  has  no  relevance  whatsoever  on  the  design 
being  judged.  Therefore,  a  judge  should  never 
“correct”  or  “improve”  the  design  mentally  and  then 
judge  it  by  his  or  her  hypothetically  improved 
version.  The  design  should  be  judged  as  it  is.  A 
judge  should  recognize  what  the  designer  has 
achieved  and  judge  the  design  accordingly. 

A  judge  should  ask  him  or  herself,  “Has  the 
designer  fulfilled  the  assignment  of  the  class  as  stated 
in  the  show  schedule?”  and  “How  well  has  the 
designer  filled  the  assignment?”  When  an  exhibitor 
enters  a  design  in  a  show,  that  exhibitor  accepts  the 
conditions  imposed  on  all  others  exhibiting  in  the 
same  class.  These  conditions  include  the  rules  set  out 
in  the  show  schedule  and  the  limitations  or  specifi¬ 
cations  of  the  particular  class. 

With  the  exception  of  the  design  itself,  the  show 
schedule  and  the  3"x5"  index  card  are  the  only 
direct  means  of  communication  between  the 
exhibitor  and  the  judge.  The  exhibitor  expresses  an 
idea  within  the  framework  of  the  show  schedule, 
often  explaining  that  idea  further  on  the  3"x5" 
index  card,  and  the  judge  determines  how  well  that 
particular  idea  has  been  accomplished.  Therefore,  it 
is  very  important  that  the  3"x5"  index  card  be  read 
by  the  judges  before  a  final  decision  is  reached. 
Judges  should  give  the  exhibitor  every  benefit;  what 
might  not  have  been  apparent  may  jump  out  at  the 
judges  once  the  3"x5"  index  card  is  read. 

A  good  rule  of  thumb  is  to  judge  a  design  in  a 
niche  or  against  a  background  from  three  feet  back, 
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directly  in  front,  much  like  one  does  when  viewing 
a  painting  on  a  wall.  Because  of  their  size  and  scale, 
designs  12"  and  less  in  their  overall  dimensions,  by 
necessity,  should  be  judged  up  close,  preferably  at 
eye  level.  For  full  impact,  terrariums,  dish  gardens, 
and  natural  gardens  should  be  judged  at  about  three 
feet  back,  directly  in  front;  unless,  of  course,  the 
show  schedule  specifies  that  they  are  to  be  viewed 
from  all  sides.  Bottle  gardens  and  underwater 
designs  should  be  judged  from  a  distance  which  will 
be  of  best  advantage,  at  eye  level,  normally  from 
one  side,  unless  the  show  schedule  specifies  from 
all  sides. 

Judges  should  always,  always  look  for  beauty; 
never,  never  for  flaws,  faults,  or  imperfections. 
Judges  should  give  the  designer  the  benefit  of  any 
doubt,  be  compassionate  and  understanding  of  the 
time,  thought,  and  energy  that  went  into  the 
design;  unless,  of  course,  the  designer  failed  to 
comply  with  AVSA  rules  or  the  show  schedule. 

A  design  should  never  be  judged  by  a  prescribed 
formula.  Each  design  must  stand  on  its  own  merit. 
It  should  be  judged  in  relation  to  what  it,  the 
particular  design,  has  to  say.  A  judge  should  always 
try  to  see  and  experience  the  design  as  a  whole, 
looking  for  the  subtle,  the  unexpected,  the  new,  and 
the  inventive  which  open  the  door  to  distinction.  A 
judge  should  always  judge  on  merit,  never  on  style. 
A  judge  should  keep  an  open  mind;  and  all  designs, 
whether  traditional,  modern,  abstract,  or  whatever, 
should  be  judged  on  beauty,  craftsmanship,  and 
design  -  never  ever  on  personal  preference. 

When  an  accessory  is  used  in  a  design,  judges 
must  be  careful  not  to  award  that  accessory  for  the 
design’s  interpretation  of  the  class.  Judges  should 
keep  in  mind  that  an  accessory  must  relate  to  all 
other  components  and  materials  in  the  design,  and 
that  the  accessory  should  be  subordinate  to  and 
drawn  back  into  the  total  design.  Likewise,  judges 
should  not  award  the  plant  or  blossoms  in  the 
design,  but  the  total  design  and  how  well  the  plant 
or  blossoms  contribute  to  the  total  design. 

Judges  should  not  be  overly  “hung-up”  with 
transition  material.  They  should  judge  a  design  as  it 
is,  with  or  without  transition  material.  Some  designs 
might  need  transition  material,  but  that  decision  is 
the  designer’s,  not  the  judge’s.  Moreover,  judges 


should  not  be  “hung-up”  with  focal  point  or  focal 
area.  It  is  nearly  impossible  for  an  African  violet 
plant  or  African  violet  blossoms  to  predominate  a 
design  larger  than  one  categorized  as  small  or 
underwater.  Besides,  the  focal  point  should  not 
dominate,  but  should  contribute  to  the  design  as  a 
whole,  thus  allowing  one’s  eyes  to  move  on 
throughout  the  total  design,  without  riveting  them 
to  one  spot. 

When  evaluating,  judges  should  put  greater 
emphasis  on  recognizing  and  rewarding  good 
design,  while  taking  into  account  any  faults  in  due 
perspective.  Judges  should  keep  in  mind  the  basic 
requirements  for  a  good  design:  size  -  does  the 
design  fit  the  allotted  space  comfortably  in  height, 
width,  amount  (of  all  components),  and  visual 
weight  (balance  and  proportion)?  Interpretation  - 
does  the  design  interpret  or  express  the  class  title  or 
theme?  Character  -  are  colors,  textures,  and  type  of 
design  appropriate  for  the  particular  class  title  or 
theme,  do  they  aid  in  conveying  the  idea,  and  are 
they  compatible?  Individual  components  -  are  the 
individual  components  (plant  materials,  man-made 
materials,  accessories,  base)  in  conformance  with 
the  show  schedule  and  specific  class,  and  are  they 
related  to  the  theme  or  mood  of  the  class? 
Condition  -  are  plant  materials  in  good  physical 
condition?  Are  the  blossoms  fresh?  Are  all  other 
components  of  the  design  (base,  container, 
accessories,  and  background)  free  of  defects? 
Composition  -  is  balance  visually  stable,  are  all 
components  organized  into  a  cohesive  whole? 
Finally,  construction  -  are  mechanics  sufficiently 
sturdy,  are  they  well  anchored?  Are  they  well 
hidden,  camouflaged,  or  unobtrusive? 

When  writing  comments,  judges  should  insure 
that  the  comments  are  constructive  and  meaningful. 
For  example,  to  write  “lacks  design”  or  “does  not 
conform  to  the  class”  are  not  constructive,  nor  are 
they  meaningful  to  the  exhibitor.  They  are  critical 
and  meaningless,  and  would  elicit  the  question 
“Why?”  from  the  exhibitor.  A  judge’s  job  is  not  only 
to  evaluate,  but  to  educate  and  teach,  by  both 
action  and  comments. 

From  The  Dixie  News, 
Publication  of  the  Dixie  AVS 
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Access  &  Activities 

For  the  2012  AVSA/AVSC  Convention  City 

By  Bill  Farrand 


Previously,  you  read  about 
the  background  and  history  of 
the  2012  AVSA/AVSC  Conven¬ 
tion  city  in  this  magazine.  Now 
it’s  time  to  discover  how  easy  it 
is  to  travel  to  the  convention 
location  and  what  activities  are 
available.  Planning  to  attend  the 
2012  Convention  is  compli¬ 
mented  by  the  convenient  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  Convention  Center. 

The  RenCen  is  directly  accessible 
by  1-75  from  as  far  south  as 
Florida  in  the  USA  and  from  as 
far  north  as  Sault  St.  Marie, 

Ontario,  Canada.  From  the  west 
and  Midwest  of  America,  1-94 
reaches  to  the  RenCen.  Ontario  and  eastern  Canada 
can  reach  Detroit  by  King’s  Highways  401  and  402 
which  link  to  the  Interstates  noted  above.  This 
system  of  expressways  for  vehicular  travel  to  the 
Convention  is  very  convenient  and  very  direct.  In 
addition,  Detroit  Metropolitan  International  Airport, 
(DTW),  is  world  class,  offering  two  new  terminals 
and  direct  access  to  the  Interstate  system  and  the 
RenCen.  Traveling  to  Detroit  to  participate  in  the 
Convention  will  be  an  easy  task. 

Once  you’ve  arrived,  the  June  weather  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  very  agreeable.  There  is  much  to  do  down¬ 
town  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  RenCen.  The  activi¬ 
ties  available  downtown  are  immediately  accessible 
from  the  RenCen  by  using  the  Detroit  People  Mover 
which  has  a  station  attached  to  the  building.  The 
DPM  runs  seven  days  a  week,  with  a  very  low  fare, 
agreeable  operating  hours,  and  is  accessible  to 
elderly  and  disabled  riders.  There  are  thirteen  stops 
including  the  RenCen.  Destinations  such  as 
Bricktown,  Greektown,  Broadway,  and  Grand  Circus 
Park  are  great  areas  to  visit.  All  these  locations  have 
restaurants,  shopping,  and  other  points  of  interest 
such  as  casinos,  theatres,  Comerica  Park  (home  of 


the  Detroit  Tiger  baseball  team), 
and  various  historical  buildings. 
Also,  a  short  drive  west  in  the 
City  of  Dearborn  is  the  world 
famous  Greenfield  Village  featur¬ 
ing  ninety  historic  buildings, 
period  presenters,  and  artisans. 
Combined  with  the  Village  is  The 
Henry  Ford,  a  museum  that 
brings  historical  experience  to  life 
offering  thousands  of  uniquely 
American  innovations.  A  short 
distance  east  you  can  step  back 
in  time  visiting  the  Edsel  & 
Eleanor  Ford  Estate  on  Lake 
St.Clair  in  Grosse  Pointe  Shores. 
All  of  these  points  of  interest  are 
easily  accessible  from  the  Convention  Center. 

If  the  idea  of  venturing  out  of  the  RenCen 
Convention  complex  is  not  for  you,  then  the  RenCen 
has  a  multitude  of  shops,  restaurants,  and  theaters. 
The  RenCen  also  offers  the  GM  Wintergarden  with 
views  from  the  five  story  glass  atrium  overlooking 
the  Detroit  River  and  Windsor,  access  to  the 
International  RiverWalk  to  stroll  along,  and  the  park 
at  Hart  Plaza.  What  could  be  more  fun  than  all  this 
exploring  of  new  places  AND  an  African  Violet 
Convention  too?  Plan  on  visiting  Detroit  and  having 
a  grand  time  next  year  between  June  3  -10  at  the 
AVSA/AVSC  Convention. 


The  RenCen  and  International  RiverWalk 
Photo  by  Bill  Farrand 


The  RenCen  and  Wintergarden 
Atrium facing  the 
Detroit  River 
Photo  by  Bill  Farrand 
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Buckeye 

Cranberry 

Sparkler 

Exhibited  by: 

Sandy  Skalski 

Hybridized  by: 

P  Hancock 

Large 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


S.  5b  clone 
diftcilis 
Mather  No.  2 

Exhibited  by: 

Barbara  Jones 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Tidbits  for  the 

Novice  African  Violet  Grower 

By  Debbie  Mclnnis 


As  I  am  a  relatively  new  grower,  Pat  Hancock 
and  Mel  Grice  asked  me  if  I  might  share  some 
ideas  that  perhaps  a  new  club  member  might 
want  to  know.  So,  these  are  the  things  I  wished  I 
had  known  when  I  first  began  growing  African 
violets.  Some  of  them  1  was  initially  confused 
about.  Some,  I  learned  by  experience  the  “hard 
way.”  I  hope  you  will  find  them  helpful. 

SOIL  -  Use  a  different  soil  mixture  for 
miniatures.  Their  soil  should  not  be  as  rich  as 
what  is  used  for  standards.  Keep  it  light.  Don’t 
pound  soil  down  to  get  air  pockets  out.  Just 
knock  the  pot  three  times  to  settle  the  soil. 
Placing  perlite  on  bottom  of  pot  produces  better 
drainage  and  aerates  the  soil.  Experiment  with 
soil  -  but  don’t  repot  everything  at  once.  Repot  a 
few,  and  if  plants  do  well,  repot  the  rest.  It  is 
easier  to  pot  a  few  than  to  have  to  repot  your 
whole  collection.  Adding  special  additives  could 
burn  plants,  etc. 

WICKING  -  Growers  place  wicks  in  different 
ways:  They  coil  wicks  on  bottoms  of  pots,  or  on 
the  soil  by  their  roots,  or  bring  the  wick  up 
through  soil.  There  are  several  ways  to  wick.  If 
the  plant  goes  dry  while  wicked  and  there  is  water 
in  the  reservoir,  check  to  see  if  wick  has  dried  out. 
Wicking  won’t  work  if  the  wick  is  not  completely 
wet.  Pour  water  through  plant  or  bottom  water 
until  you  are  sure  wick  is  saturated.  Periodically 
check  wicks  -  especially  if  they  are  on  egg  crate. 

FERTILIZERS  -  More  is  not  better.  Learn 
what  the  label  numbers  represent,  and  which  of 
them  helps  foliage,  blossoms,  roots,  etc.  If  plant 
has  gone  dry,  don’t  just  wet  the  wick  and  soil 
and  immediately  put  back  on  reservoir  with 
fertilizer  in  it.  Fine  roots  will  be  damaged.  Slowly 
replenish  with  small  amount  of  plain  water,  and 
cover  with  a  dome  or  bag  until  new  roots  can 
grow.  Then  use  water  only.  After  a  couple  of 
weeks,  place  back  on  the  fertilizer  reservoir.  Your 
plant  will  then  be  able  to  utilize  the  fertilizer. 


REJUVENATING  A  PLANT  —An  African 
violet  may  develop  a  long  neck,  and  you  may 
need  to  remove  the  neck  and  rootball,  which  can 
be  intimidating  for  novice  growers.  After  the 
“chop”  you  will  only  have  a  short  neck  with  zero 
roots.  Gently  scrape  the  sides  of  the  newly 
shortened  neck  and  place  the  plant  in  a  pot 
prepared  with  fresh,  moistened  soil.  Set  the  pot  in 
a  plastic  bag  for  three  to  four  weeks  until  new 
roots  grow.  The  moisture  inside  the  closed  bag 
will  act  as  a  greenhouse  and  encourage  new  root 
growth. 

LABEL  YOUR  PLANTS  -  When  repotting, 
label  your  plant  with  its  full  name  and  write  the 
date  of  repotting,  so  you  will  know  when  you 
should  repot  again.  I  also  write  hybridizers’  name 
on  the  label  to  become  more  familiar  with  how 
different  hybridizers’  plants  grow.  Never  take 
short  cuts  by  writing  just  part  of  the  name  -  for 
example,  “Buckeye  Main  Event”  is  its  name,  not 
just  “Main  Event.” 

I  write  just  about  everything  that  I  have  done 
to  the  plant  on  Solo  cups,  for  miniatures.  I  use 
freezer  tape  or  electrical  tape  to  write  name  and 
information  for  larger  plastic  pots,  so  1  can  reuse 
the  pots  again  (after  they  have  been  cleaned  with 
bleach).  Fold  each  end  of  tape  so  it  is  easy  to 
grab  and  rip  off  when  you  repot  again. 

POTTING  UP  -  Learn  the  rules  of  pot  size  for 
show:  The  3-1  ratio.  There  is  a  big  difference  in 
potting  up  baby  Standards  to  grow  and  become 
large.  This  process  -  to  grow  large  violets  to  their 
potential  large  size  defies  the  “show”  aile.  This 
was  very  confusingjor  me.  As  a  novice  grower,  I 
wouldn ’t  pot  up  baby  plants  until  the  plant 
would  reach  the  3-1  ratio.  This  took  forever!  (I 
had  the  best  semi-miniature  Buckeyes  around) 
The  beginner  always  reads  that  they  should  pot 
up  by  the  show  rule.  Remember  there  is  a  “show 
rule”  and  a  “grow  rule.” 

TRAILERS  -  Learn  about  the  three  crown 
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minimum  rule  for  show  and  have  an  experienced 
grower  teach  you  how  to  remove  leaves  and 
groom  for  show.  This  can  be  very  intimidating  at 
first.  Try  to  groom  each  crown  so  it  can  be 
distinctly  seen. 

ISOLATION  -  JUST  DO  IT!  When  new 
growers  first  start  out,  they  just  don’t  get  it.  I 
know  some  growers  who  still  don’t  isolate 
correctly,  or  for  very  long.  I  know  from  experi¬ 
ence  that  in  the  beginning  we  are  impatient  and 
want  to  get  those  baggies  off  and  place  plants 
into  our  collections.  In  my  opinion,  trading  plants 
over  the  Internet  and  Round  Robins  is  just  crazy! 
But,  if  you  must  -  ISOLATE.  Because  of  these 
trades  and  growers  not  isolating,  the  spread  of 
Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot  Virus  has  reached  all 
across  our  country.  Think  about  it  -  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  some  Ebay  growers  to  have  500  - 
1000  plants  or  more. 

There  is  no  way  they  can  confidently  monitor 
pests.  Once  you  receive  them,  you  may  notice 
spray  residue  on  leaves.  That’s  fine,  they  have 
sprayed  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  adult  thrips, 
but  what  about  the  eggs  in  the  soil  that  (under 
your  conditions  -  on  your  shelves  -  among  your 
clean  collection)  could  hatch! 

When  I  buy  or  bring  a  new  violet  into  my 
home  (even  if  it  is  from  a  trusted  violet  club 
buddy)  the  first  thing  I  do  is  cut  off  blooms. 
Repeat  -  cut  off  blooms  before  plants  come  into 
your  home.  Not  doing  that  is  how  I  got  thrips. 
(Thrips,  by  the  way,  is  always  spelled  and 
pronounced  plural.)  I  couldn’t  bear  to  cut  off  all 
the  beautiful  blooms  from  plants  that  I  had 
purchased  at  my  first  Ohio  convention. 

Now  I  place  violets  into  Rubbermaid  con¬ 
tainers  that  have  been  lined  with  newspaper 
(bottom  and  lid)  and  place  a  No-Pest  Strip  in 
container  with  double-potted  violets.  This  helps 
to  absorb  moisture.  Leave  plants  in  box  for 
twenty-four  hours.  Do  this  three  times,  one  week 
apart.  This  will  kill  thrips,  springtails,  and  gnats. 
The  No-Pest  Strip  should  be  placed  back  into  its 
package  and  then  put  into  a  plastic  zip  lock  bag. 
It  can  be  stored  this  way  for  four  to  six  months.  I 
must  warn  you  that  I  have  had  some  damage  to 
leaves  (spots)  in  using  this  method.  Make  sure 


you  use  newspaper  to  line  boxes  and  perhaps  roll 
extra  paper  in  box  to  absorb  moisture.  You  don’t 
have  to  use  plastic  boxes.  Use  a  cardboard  box 
and  place  inside  large  garbage  bag  or  clear  lawn 
and  garden  bag. 

Repot  plant  to  get  it  out  of  the  old  soil.  Some¬ 
times,  I  repot  as  soon  as  I  can.  Other  times,  I  wait 
several  weeks  so  plant  can  get  used  to  new 
growing  conditions.  Check  the  roots  for  mealy 
bug  and  add  Marathon  to  the  soil.  After  at  least 
4-6  months  (or  longer),  or  before  they  are  placed 
in  among  your  collection,  (this  was  another 
“hard  knock”  lesson),  repot  again  and  check 
the  roots  again,  and  add  more  Marathon.  Plas¬ 
tic  bags  are  a  must  for  isolating  new  plants. 
Even  after  introducing  them  into  your  collection, 
keep  new  plants  on  individual  reservoirs  for 
awhile  before  placing  on  community  reservoirs  - 
just  in  case  something  was  missed. 

POWDERY  MILDEW  -  Immunox  works.  I 
have  Immunox,  multi-purpose  fungicide  spray 
concentrate  made  by  Spectracide.  You  can  buy 
this  at  garden  centers  and  big  box  stores.  It 
comes  in  a  black  plastic  bottle  with  orange  label. 
One  bottle  is  around  $20.00.  It  will  last  a  long 
time.  (The  directions  say:  one  ounce  to  one 
gallon  of  water.  I  have  used  maybe  6  oz.  in  less 
than  two  years.)  To  spray  on  the  leaves,  I  also 
mixed  1  1/2  teaspoons  to  a  quart  of  water.  I  use 
it  in  a  3  oz.  plastic  spray  bottle  that  has  a  great 
fine  mist  spray.  Perhaps  your  club  could  buy  a 
bottle  of  Immunox  and  then  share  with  members. 

PESTICIDES,  INSECTICIDES,  MITICIDES  - 
I  went  ahead  and  bought  several  of  these  for 
“just  in  case.”  Check  the  shelf  life  before  pur¬ 
chase.  Follow  instructions.  Wear  protective  eye- 
wear  and  clothing. 

Marathon  -  mealy  bug  and  thrips  (systemic) 

Conserve  -  thrips 

Forbid  -  mites  (you  can  get  a  small  amount 
over  internet  for  about  $20.00.  One  dip  or  spray 
does  the  trick.) 

Avid  -  mites.  If  you  “think”  you  have  mites  - 
make  sure  you  have  them  before  you  treat.  Use 
your  County  Extension  office.  Buy  a  3 OX  loop. 
Bring  the  suspect  plant  (in  baggie)  to  your  club 
for  advice  -  that’s  what  we’re  here  for. 
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John  Cook’s  Cape  Cod  Violetry  is  a  good  place 
to  order  supplies  and  pesticides  508-993-2386. 
Ad  is  in  Violet  Connection  and  AVSA  magazines. 

BOOKS  AND  INTERNET  -  READ!  Use  your 
club  library.  Growing  to  Show  by  Pauline 
Bartholomew  is  a  godsend  to  new  growers. 
Insects ,  Pests,  and  Diseases  of  the  African  Violet 
Family  by  Nancy  Robitaille  and  African  Violets: 
Gifts from  Nature  by  Melvin  Robey  are  helpful. 
You  can  find  just  about  anything  on  the  Internet. 
I  read  African  violet  forums  and  have  learned  a 
lot  from  other  grower’s  experiences. 

PROCRASTINATION  -  Your  worst  enemy! 
Not  to  procrastinate  has  been  my  number  one 
goal  this  year... still  room  for  improvement.  Make 
a  “to  do”  list,  and  mark  off  items  as  they  are 
completed.  Have  an  empty  shelf  to  put  violets  on 


that  need  some  extra  attention  -  deal  with  them 
that  week.  Inspect,  and  always  be  on  the  look 
out  for  pests.  If  you  find  something  -  treat  it. 
The  sooner  you  get  to  it  the  better,  before  your 
whole  collection  is  infested.  If  you  find  thrips  on 
one  plant  in  your  collection  you  must  treat  the 
whole  collection. 

EXPERIENCE  -  Remember  what  works  for 
one  grower  may  not  work  for  you  and  your 
growing  conditions.  You  can  read  and  implement. 
Ask  and  be  shown,  but  experience  will  be  your 
true  teacher. 

LUCK  -  Make  your  own! 

From  The  Violet  Connection, 
Official  Publication  of  the 
Ohio  State  African  Violet  Society 


Anne  &  Frank  Tinari  Endowment  Fund 

Janet  Riemer 

256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.  •  Pennington,  NJ  08534 

April  27  -  August  31,  201 1  •  Total  this  period:  $687.00 


Geneva 

Ottawa  African  Violet  Society 

In  lieu  of  judging  expenses for  Nancy  Hayes 
and  Janet  Riemer 

African  Violet  Society  of  Greater  Tulsa  (OK) 

In  memoiy  of  Rose  Howlett 
Dr.  Richard  &  Anne  Nicholas 

In  honor  ofHortense  &  Ray  Pittman 


Garden  State  African  Violet  Club  (NJ) 

In  lieu  of  judging  expenses for  Susan  Hanna 
and  Marianne  Gershon 

M 

Two-tone 

Morgan  Simmons 

First  African  Violet  Society  of  Dallas  (TX) 

In  memory  of  Grace  Davis 


African  Violet  Club  of  Morris  County  (NJ) 

In  memory  of  Walter  Rykowski 
Spring  Branch  African  Violet  Club  (TX) 
Marge  Farrand 

First  African  Violet  Society  of  Denton  (TX) 

In  lieu  of  speaker’s fee for  Ron  Davidson 
Delaware  African  Violet  &  Gesneriad  Society 
In  memory  of  Carol  Cattlett 
Jo  Ellen  Bowden 
Phyllis  Schmidt 

In  memory  of  Carol  C.  Cattlett 


Thumbprint 

Linda  Kilby 
Gabriela  Liberty 

Quad  Cities  African  Violet  Society  (IL) 
Patricia  Miklica 
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Photo  Credit:  Neil  Lipson 


Ma  '5  Party  Music 

Exhibited  by:  Libby  Behnke 
Hybridized  by:  O.  Ma  Robinson 

Standard 
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My  Summer  Slump 

By  Peg  Crawford 


I’ve  been  growing  violets  for  many  years 
now,  but  this  summer  I  experienced  something 
that’s  never  really  happened  to  me  before! 

In  the  past  few  years,  I’ve  been  using  Oyama 
pots  more  frequently,  with  much  success,  so 
late  last  fall  I  decided  to  transplant  just  about  all 
my  plants  into  Oyama  self-watering  pots.  I 
made  sure  I  had  a  good  layer  of  perlite  in  the 
base  of  the  inner  pot,  and  also  made  sure  I  used 
a  “wicking”  soil  mix  -  which  I  lightened  a  bit 
further  with  straight  perlite. 

Well,  my  plants  looked  great  last  winter  and 
into  spring  of  2011.  Unfortunately,  my  timing 
was  off,  so  I  didn’t  have  much  in  bloom  for  our 
spring  show  -  but  a  couple  of  weeks  later  at 
home,  my  plants  looked  gorgeous! 

My  trouble  seemed  to  start  in  the  late 
spring/early  summer.  I  had  purchased  plants  at 
our  spring  show,  but  I  had  bagged  them  or  else 
put  them  on  a  separate  plant  stand.  1  tried  to  be 
careful  about  mixing  the  “new”  with  the  “old”  - 
as  is  good  practice. 

But  as  the  weather  warmed  up,  I  noticed  I 
was  seeing  a  lot  of  rotting  leaves  -  and  not  just 
on  the  outside  of  the  plants.  I  would  see  a 
couple  of  leaves  with  rotting  tips  in  some  of  the 
middle  rows,  which  I  would  unhappily  remove, 
being  concerned  about  future  symmetry.  And 
then  it  seemed  like  the  next  time  I  looked  at  my 
plants  a  couple  of  days  later,  the  whole  plant, 
except  for  the  center,  would  have  rotted  out!  I 
would  pull  just  about  all  the  leaves  off,  dump 
out  any  standing  water  in  the  Oyama  container 
and  hope  for  the  best.  Invariably,  however,  the 
rot  would  continue  and  I  would  lose  the  plant. 
This  continued  all  summer  and  got  worse  as  the 
heat  and  humidity  increased  (I  don’t  have  A/C 
in  the  plant  room)  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I 


dumped  all  the  water  out  of  the  Oyama 
containers,  sprayed  Lysol  over  the  tops  of  the 
plants,  and  started  top  watering  the  plants. 

The  funny  thing  is  -  the  African  violets  and 
gesneriads  that  survived  were  primarily  in  the 
OTHER  plant  stand  (newer  ones  that  never 
made  it  into  the  plant  room)  and  some  small 
clusters  of  plants  that  were  not  in  Oyama  pots, 
but  were  housed  in  small  community 
terrariums/clear  plastic  containers. 

Looking  back,  it  seems  like  I  had  some  sort 
of  fungus  and  I  didn’t  handle  it  properly.  I  really 
should  have  -  as  John  Cook  of  Cape  Cod 
Violetry  said  to  me  later  -  treated  the  collection 
with  a  fungicide,  which  didn’t  really  enter  my 
head  at  the  time.  I  also  got  too  busy  and  wasn’t 
looking  closely  enough  at  my  plants,  which  can 
be  the  downside  of  using  a  self-watering 
planter.  These  planters  are  great  for  a  busy 
person,  but  BAD  if  something  goes  wrong  and 
you’re  not  paying  enough  attention! 

Although  I  discarded  about  80%  of  my 
African  violets,  this  summer’s  blight  has  pro¬ 
vided  me  with  a  valuable  lesson  -  pay  attention 
to  what  your  plants  are  trying  to  tell  you!  If  I 
had  stopped,  early  on,  ,and  really  focused  on 
what  was  happening,  I  may  have  been  able  to 
nip  things  in  the  bud  and  not  lost  so  many 
plants. 

But  on  the  bright  side,  I  spent  much  of  this 
recent  “Hurricane  Irene”  weekend  cleaning  up 
my  plant  room  -  giving  the  plant  stand  a 
thorough  cleaning  and  getting  it  ready  for  a 
new  crop  of  plants  that  I  plan  on  purchasing 
this  fall! 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater, 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AYS 
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GROOMING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

By  Sheila  Walton 


The  word  grooming  means  ‘to  train  or  prepare 
for’.  With  our  show  fast  approaching,  we  need  to  be 
grooming  our  plants  so  that  they  will  be  at  their  best 
in  time  for  the  show. 

First,  decide  if  your  plant  needs  repotting.  Has  it 
outgrown  its  current  pot?  Maybe  it  has  not  grown  as 
quickly  as  you  had  anticipated,  and  it  would  look 
better  in  a  slightly  smaller  pot.  Consider  the  size  of 
the  rootball,  and  the  amount  of  foliage,  when 
deciding  which  size  pot  to  use. 

Your  pot  should  be  clean,  so  if  you  have  been  using 
an  old  pot,  consider  putting  the  plant  into  a  new  one.  If 
your  plant  is  a  mini,  semi-mini,  or  standard  African 
violet,  it  should  have  one  growing  point  in  the  center, 
which  we  call  the  crown.  All  other  leaves  should 
radiate  from  this  crown,  gradually  growing  larger  in 
size.  Leaves  should  be  as  symmetrical  as  possible. 

Leaves  can  be  trained  to  grow  flatter  by  having 
good  light,  so  that  the  leaves  do  not  have  to  stretch 
upwards  or  sideways  to  reach  a  good  light  source.  A 
small  weight  such  as  a  coin  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
leaf  can  also  help  to  train  it  to  grow  flatly.  If  you  are 
growing  a  trailer,  it  should  have  at  least  three  crowns, 
and  the  trails  and  flowers  should  be  evenly  growing 
to  form  a  symmetrical,  slightly  domed  shape. 

Your  plant  needs  to  be  clean  and  fresh  looking. 
Remove  any  dead  flowers  and  side  shoots.  If  any  of 


the  leaves  are  marked,  consider  how  best  to  deal 
with  this.  If  the  marks  are  on  the  outside  row  of 
leaves,  it  could  be  best  to  remove  the  whole  row  of 
leaves.  But,  if  removing  whole  rows  of  leaves  would 
destroy  the  look  of  the  plant,  you  may  have  to  leave 
the  marked  leaf  in  place,  because  to  remove  just  one 
leaf  could  create  a  gap. 

Leaves  need  to  be  clean.  Some  growers  wash  the 
leaves  by  holding  the  plant  at  an  angle  under  gently 
flowing  tepid  water  and  rinsing  gently  using  a 
thumb  or  finger,  always  moving  from  the  inside  to 
the  outside  of  the  leaf.  Do  not  leave  water  in  the 
center  of  the  plant,  as  this  could  cause  rot.  Dab  dry 
with  a  tissue  or  soft  cloth.  If  you  do  not  wish  to 
wash  the  plant,  the  leaves  would  benefit  from  a 
gentle  brushing  to  remove  dust. 

Your  check  list  for  grooming  a  plant:  remove 
immature,  limp,  old,  or  damaged  leaves  (unless 
removing  one  would  leave  a  gap  in  the  symmetry). 
Is  the  plant  in  the  center  of  the  pot?  Is  the  pot  the 
right  size  for  the  plant?  Does  it  have  a  neck?  Have 
you  removed  any  leaf  supports?  Is  your  plant  clean? 
Are  all  the  flowers  fresh?  Have  you  removed  any 
stubs?  Are  the  blossoms  the  correct  color? 

From  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Early  Morn  AV  Group,  Inc.,  Australia 


Propagating  Suckers 

By  Joyce  and  Kent  Stork 
From  their  book  YOU  CAN  Grow  African  Violets 


Much  of  the  time,  suckers  are  discarded.  If  you 
wish  to  save  a  sucker,  it  needs  to  be  placed  into  a 
pot  of  its  own.  First,  remove  any  faded  or  weak 
leaves.  Strip  large  suckers  back  to  a  crown  with 
perhaps  six  of  the  healthiest  and  strongest  leaves 
with  a  small  stem  extending  below.  Weak  leaves 
often  do  not  survive  the  stress  of  replanting  and 
would  have  to  be  removed  soon  anyway.  This  also 
allows  the  new  plant  to  develop  good  symmetry. 

Choose  a  smallish  pot  and  fill  it  with  an 


excellent  quality,  very  porous  potting  mix  which 
has  been  pre-moistened.  Set  the  sucker  into  the 
very  center  of  the  pot,  gently  inserting  the  stem, 
if  there  is  one,  into  the  mix.  If  the  sucker  came 
with  some  roots,  simply  make  a  small  inden¬ 
tation  in  the  top  of  the  soil  for  the  roots  to  fit  into. 
Handle  the  same  way  from  this  point  as  plantlets 
produced  from  leaf  cuttings.  Usually,  new  roots 
will  begin  to  develop  quickly  and  the  sucker  will 
begin  to  grow  new  leaves. 
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Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Lonestar  Twilight 

Exhibited  by:  Doris  Brownlie 
Hybridized  by:  R.  Nicholas 
Standard 
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Tony’s  Blue 
Magie 

Exhibited  by: 

Eileen  McGrath 
Hybridized  by: 

T.  Hulleman 

Large 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 


Frozen  in 
Time 

Exhibited  by: 
Sandy  Skalski 
Hybridized  by-. 

L.Lyon 

Greenhouses/Sorano 

Standard 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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An  Overview  Of  Potting  Methods 

By  Margaret  Taylor 


Autumn  is  a  good  time  to  attend  to  our 
African  violets.  The  hot  summer  is  over,  and  the 
plants  have  had  time  to  recover  to  some  extent 
from  the  stresses  of  that  season. 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  start  autumn  repotting 
early,  before  the  cold  weather  is  too  closely  upon 
us.  Plants,  which  are  snug  in  their  pots,  with  not 
to  much  loose  soil  around  the  root  systems,  will 
manage  the  winter  better.  It  is  usual  to  pot  up 
only  one  size  at  a  time,  using  squat  pots  to 
accommodate  the  shallow  root  systems.  Growth 
is  slowed  in  winter,  and  it  is  unwise  to  think  it 
saves  time  to  skip  a  pot  size. 

Mold  potting  is  a  useful  way  of  potting  up 
from  one  size  to  the  next.  Using  the  new  pot, 
place  a  little  fresh  mix  in  the  base  of  the  pot, 
place  on  top  of  this  mix  a  pot  the  size  that  the 
plant  is  in  and  then  surround  the  outside  of  that 
pot  with  more  fresh  mix.  If  the  mix  is  damp 
(which  it  should  be),  this  creates  a  mold  into 
which  the  plant  can  be  comfortably  inserted 
without  root  damage. 

It  is  necessary  to  use  potting  mix  at  room 
temperature  and  to  use  tepid  water  to  settle  in  the 
newly  potted  plants.  This  is  to  minimize  trans¬ 
plant  shock.  Occasionally,  a  plant  will  become 
stressed  after  repotting,  and  its  leaves  will  flag 
and  droop.  This  can  be  overcome  by  encasing  it 
in  an  enclosed  container  such  as  a  large  plastic 
bag  (perhaps  for  three  weeks  or  until  the  leaves 
become  turgid  again).  Then  the  plant  should  be 
hardened  off  gradually  by  opening  the  bag  a  little 
more  each  day.  Large  zip-lock  bags  are  useful  for 
this  purpose. 

How  often  is  it  necessary  to  repot  a  mature 
plant,  replacing  most  of  the  spent  potting  mix 
and  returning  it  to  a  pot  of  the  same  size?  Six  to 
twelve  months  is  usual.  There  are  other  yard¬ 
sticks  to  consider.  Are  the  roots  coming  out  of 
the  bottom  holes  of  the  pot?  Is  the  plant  looking 
a  bit  tired  and  lackluster?  Does  it  have  a  neck 
between  the  crown  and  soil  level?  These  are  all 
good  reasons  to  repot.  Sometimes  when  a  plant 


has  been  stripped  and  root-trimmed,  it  may  be 
better  to  use  a  smaller  pot,  until  new  growth 
suggests  going  up  a  size  once  again.  This  is 
best  undertaken  well  before  the  cold  weather 
sets  in. 

Use  a  light,  fluffy  soil-less  potting  mix  if  you 
are  wick  watering.  The  mixes  on  sale  at  the  clubs 
sales  tables  are  most  suitable.  The  heavier 
commercial  mixes  available  at  shopping  centers 
are  not  recommended  as  being  reliable,  even 
when  materials  are  added  to  lighten  those  mixes. 
It  is  very  easy  to  run  into  pH  difficulties.  Do  not 
accept  the  notion  that  vermiculite  and  perlite  are 
neutral  in  reaction.  Often  they  are  not.  It  is  wise 
to  check  all  mixes  for  pH  before  use,  whatever 
their  source,  to  be  on  the  safe  side.  This  includes 
mix  that  has  been  stored  for  a  while.  It  has  been 
known  to  change.  Slightly  acid  at  between  6.4 
and  6.8  is  most  acceptable  and  will  give  you  the 
best  results. 

If  you  prefer  to  make  your  own  mix,  please  be 
aware  that  a  good  reliable  recipe  is  needed  and 
even  then,  when  different  batches  of  the  ingredi¬ 
ents  are  purchased,  there  may  be  a  difference  in 
quality  and/  or  pH.  Should  you  be  interested  in 
trying  out  coir  as  an  alternative  to  peat  moss,  it  is 
essential  to  know  that  coir  is  far  less  acid  than 
peat.  That  means  you  must  be  very  careful  with 
dolomite  proportion,  using  much  less.  I  have 
tested  several  brands  of  coir  and  found  the  pH 
was  between  5.7  and  6.7. 

One  of  the  pitfalls  sometimes  encountered, 
especially  with  new  growers,  is  to  add  as  many 
growth  boosters  as  possible  to  their  mix.  While 
additives  in  tiny  doses  may  be  advantageous, 
they  can  also  work  against  us,  especially  when 
wick  watering. 

Two  of  the  best  growers  I  have  known  use  an 
organic  mix  with  leaf  mold,  cow  manure,  garden 
soil,  etc.  (all  of  which  MUST  be  pasteurized). 
They  top  watered,  thus  losing  the  concentration 
of  collected  fertilizer  salts  which  inevitably  rise 
when  bottom  watering  is  used.  It  is  safer  to  stay 
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with  basic  ingredients,  especially  when  new  to 
growing  African  violets.  It  is  open  for  discussion 
whether  soilless  mixtures  need  to  be  pasteurized. 
I  personally  have  not  found  it  to  be  necessary. 
When  mixing  the  ingredients  together,  it  is  pro¬ 
bably  beneficial  to  use  very  hot  water. 

It  is  difficult  to  know  for  certain  whether  peat 
moss  or  coir  have  a  saline  content,  and  for  that 
reason,  I  like  to  wash  and  drain  these  compo¬ 
nents  well  before  use,  “just  in  case.”  Some 
growers  also  like  to  rinse  their  perlite  and  char¬ 
coal  to  eliminate  the  dust.  When  handling  these 
dusty  materials,  it  is  recommended  that  a  mask 
be  worn  to  avoid  inhalation. 

Autumn  is  a  good  time  to  take  stock  and 
dispose  of  any  substandard  plants  that  you  may 
have  on  your  shelves.  Some  plants  will  not  take 
kindly  to  the  cold  weather,  so  unless  you  have 
controlled  conditions,  don’t  waste  shelf  space  on 
plants  that  will  not  hang  in  there  until  spring.  It 
is  a  waste  of  time,  energy,  and  potting  mix  to 
bother  with  these. 

Generally,  autumn  is  not  the  ideal  time  to  put 
down  leaves  -  especially  variegated  varieties. 
Growth  will  be  slow,  and  some  will  produce  all 
white  or  all  pink  babies,  which  take  a  lot  of  coax¬ 
ing  to  get  them  to  green  up  in  the  spring.  If  you 
have  variegated  leaves,  which  you  must  grow 
over  the  cooler  months,  then  give  them  the 
warmest  spot  you  can  find.  If  you  are  wishing  to 
put  down  some  green-leafed  varieties,  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  longer  wait  for  babies  to  appear. 


The  labeling  of  pots  can  be  a  problem  for 
some,  so  much  that  short  cuts  may  be  taken  in 
using  abbreviations  or  not  using  correct  prefixes. 
This  may  save  time,  but  in  the  long  am  reduces 
standards,  especially  on  the  show  benches.  If  the 
Master  Variety  List  is  consulted  each  time  a  new 
variety  comes  into  a  collection,  and  you  have  a 
known  variety,  then  you  can  start  with  the 
correct  name  description  and  correct  spelling. 
Sometimes,  when  a  name  is  not  listed  it  may 
mean  that  it  has  not  been  registered,  or  is  of 
unknown  origin. 

It  can  be  very  helpful  if  you  add  the  date  of 
potting  to  each  pot.  This  can  assist  in  deciding 
when  to  repot.  More  effort?  Yes,  but  it  pays  off. 
Sticky  paper  labels  can  be  a  problem  in  that  they 
require  much  effort  in  removing  them.  More 
popular  with  many  growers  is  the  use  of  white 
insulating  tape  used  by  electricians.  It  has  good 
adhering  properties  as  well  as  ease  of  removal. 
Always  use  a  good-quality  marking  pen  and 
remember  that  some  sprays  will  dissolve  or 
reduce  the  clarity  of  the  written  word. 

Practice  good  hygiene  when  working  with 
your  plants  and  be  ever  watchful  for  pests  and 
diseases.  A  strong  magnifying  glass  is  very 
helpful  when  searching  for  “nasties.” 

Enjoy  your  potting  sessions,  and  do  not 
undertake  too  big  a  task  at  a  time.  Good  luck. 

From  The  African  Violet ,  publication  of  the 
African  Violet  Association  of  Australia,  Inc. 


Donation  Fund  Levels 


Thumbprint  (Under  $25) 
Two-tone  ($25-$49) 
Multicolor  ($50-$99) 


Geneva  ($100-$499) 


Fantasy  ($500-$999) 


Chimera  (Over  $1000) 
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Small  Talk 

By  Laurel  D.  Goretsky 


32  Scimitar  Point  N.W.  •  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 

Email:  Laurel  @  Go  re  tsky.ca 


First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  apologize  to 
Lorna  Russell  from  Nepean,  Ontario  for 
referring  to  her  as  Norma  Russell  from 
Napean.  I  love  computers  but  don’t 
always  love  when  they  jump  to  auto  cor¬ 
rect,  and  then  I  forget  to  fix  it. 

I  so  enjoyed  finding  out  more  about 
George  McDonald  and  his  hybridizing,  etc. 

For  this  “A  view  from  a  hybridizer,”  I 
chose  to  interview  Dr.  Ralph  Robinson,  our 
commercial  hybridizer  of  the  well-known  ‘Rob’s’ 
varieties.  I  am  going  to  refer  to  Ralph  as  ‘Rob’  from 
now  on  because  that’s  what  I  am  used  to  calling  him. 

Rob  first  began 
growing  African 
violets  in  1974 
after  he  had  picked 
up  a  few  in  area 
garden  cen¬ 
ters/supermarkets. 

Fie  felt  that  he 
could  get  better, 

‘named’  varieties  if 
he  looked  hard 
enough  so  he  went 
to  the  local  library 
to  do  some 
research.  Rob  found  an  ad  in  the  back  of  a 
gardening  magazine  for  ten  different  violets.  When 
the  plants  arrived,  Rob  says,  “I  was  hooked.  They 
were  so  different  than  the  ones  in  the  supermarket.” 
He  was  so  hooked  that  he  wanted  more,  and  he 
wanted  to  grow  them  to  perfection  (for  show) .  Rob 
joined  AVSA  and  placed  orders  with  a  few  vendors 
and  then  joined  a  local  violet  club  the  following 
spring,  after  seeing  the  club  listed  in  the  African 
Violet  Magazine . 

The  first  successful  cross  he  made  was  in  1981, 
with  ‘Luv  It’  x  ‘Teeny  Weeny’;  however,  this  cross 
didn’t  produce  any  named  plants.  Rob  didn’t  have 
anything  actually  named,  registered,  or  released 
until  1985.  In  1987,  he  had  enough  varieties  to 
enter  his  first  commercial  display  at  the  AVSA  con¬ 


vention  in  Orlando.  Rob  won  3rd  place  at 
the  convention  amongst  twelve  display 
tables! 

I  asked  Rob  why  he  chose  to  focus  on 
miniature  and  semi  miniature  varieties.  I 
loved  his  response,  “I  soon  realized  that 
my  wants  exceeded  my  growing  space.” 
He  started  gravitating  to  miniature  vari¬ 
eties  because  he  could  grow  more  of 
them.  Soon,  most  of  his  collection  was 
miniatures  and  semi  miniatures.  However,  he  found 
that  the  miniature  varieties  available  in  the  mid  to 
late  70 ’s  were  not  particularly  nice-growing  plants. 
They  lacked  in  symmetry,  suckered  often,  bloomed 
poorly,  and  weren’t  as  attractive  or  unusual  like  the 
standard  varieties.  In  the  early  80’s,  he  found  a  few 
exceptions  in  some  of  Pat  Tracey’s  hybrids  and 
some  early  Pittman  varieties.  He  had  an  interest  in 
hybridizing  and  saw  a  need  for  something  better  in 
the  smaller  varieties.  Rob  feels  that  the  hybrids 
today  are  by  far  improved  from  the  ones  twenty  or 
thirty  years  ago,  and  that  there  is  no  difference  now 
between  standards  and  miniatures,  except  for  the 
size.  Rob  likes  to  think  that  he  played  a  part  in  the 
improvement  of  miniature  and  semi  miniature 
varieties  (I  believe  he  has!)  ( 

Rob  gave  me  a  wonderful  list  of  some  of  his 
favorite  varieties  from  the  past  and  the  present.  Past 
favorites  include  ‘Rob’s  Fiddle  Faddle,’  ‘Rob’s 


ROB  '5  FUDDY  DUDDY 
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ROB S  FIDDLE  FADDLE 


Boogie  Woogie,’ 
and  ‘Rob’s  Sticky 
Wicket’.  He  has 
used  these  three 
plants  for  many  of 
his  later,  and  best, 
hybrids  for  green 
foliage,  variegated 
foliage,  and 
trailers,  respective¬ 
ly.  Three  of  Rob’s 
long-time  favorites 
for  show  are 
‘Rob’s  Fuddy 

Duddy,’  ‘Rob’s  Calypso  Beat’  and  ‘Rob’s  Boogie 
Woogie.’  Two  more  varieties  that  are  great  ‘show’ 
performers  are  ‘Rob’s 
Jitterbug’  and  ‘Rob’s  Chilly 
Willy,’  which  Rob 
suggests  may  be  up  for 
being  his  very  Best  for 
Show,  in  time.  Rob  says 
he  has  a  soft  spot  for  the 
tiny  plant  ‘Rob’s  June 
Bug’.  From  other  hybridiz¬ 
ers,  two  of  his  current 
favorites  are  ‘Jolly 
Mischief’  and  ‘Dolores’ 

Sugar  Candy’. 

With  having  won  so 
many  awards  over  the 
years,  I  asked  Rob  if  he  had  one  that  was 
particularly  memorable  or  meaningful.  Receiving 
Best  New  Cultivar  at  the  1990  convention  in  Boston 
with  ‘Rob’s  Silver  Spook,’  had  special  significance. 
Although  he  had  won  Best  New  Cultivar  before,  this 
was  the  first  one  that  he  thought  he  deserved  on  a 
really  nice  show  plant. 

My  final  request  from  Rob  was  to  share  some  of 
his  tried  and  true  tips  for  growing  miniatures  and 
semi  miniatures.  Here  are  his  great  suggestions: 
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ROB1  S  JITTERBUG 


environment,  they  will  grow  accordingly  (big 
and  weedy  and  not  small  and  compact) . 

3.  Remove  excess  rows  of  leaves.  Unlike  standards, 
you  want  small  and  not  big  so  train  them  to 
think  ‘small.’ 

4.  Repot  regularly.  At  least  every  six  months  repot; 
do  not  pot  up  as  you  would  with  standards. 
Because  they  spend  their  lives  in  small  pots,  give 
them  fresh  soil. 

5.  Use  the  appropriate  sized  pot.  Pot  size  is  usually 
2  or  2  1/4  for  minis  and  2  1/2  for  the  larger  semi 
minis.  Never  larger  than  that  (‘Why  put  a  big 
saddle  on  a  tiny  horse?’). 

Even  though  they  are  smaller,  give  them  the 
same  respect  as  your  big  ones.  Don’t  bury 
them  beneath  bigger  plants  and  then  blame 

them  for  not  growing  as 
well  in  substandard 
conditions. 

Thanks  so  much  to 
Rob  for  taking  the  time  to 
share  his  history  with  us. 
I  know  that  I  always  look 
forward  to  his  new 
varieties  and  have  many 
of  his  hybrids  that  I  have 
grown,  and  will  to 
continue  to  grow.  Maybe 
a  follow  up  column  in  the 
future  could  be  how  he 
comes  up  with  all  the  fun 


and  unusual  names! 

Trike  care  and  happy  growing. 


1 


i 

Lu  . 


Care  is  the  same  as  for  standards  but,  like 
children,  some  need  more  direction/discipline 
than  others.  Remove  suckers  immediately, 
because  they  are  more  disfiguring  on  a  small 
plant. 

Do  not  crowd  them.  If  you  create  a  ‘jungle’ 


ROB’S  CHILLY  WILLY 
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Notes  from  the 
AVSA2011  Convention 

Part  II 

By  Patricia  Bell  &  Linda  Lockwood 


Thursday  is  always  the  best  day  at  convention 
because  it  ends  with  viewing  the  Show  tables  for 
the  first  time.  We  had  come  from  everywhere  to 
see  the  best  and  Thursday  night  we  did... it  was 
just  so  exciting!  But  first  the  Awards  Dinner,  and 
it  was  excellent,  as  all  meals  in  the  hotel  were. 
Then,  the  entertainment... a  group  of  very  bril¬ 
liantly  costumed  men  with  instruments  began  to 
play  and  sing.  Locals  jumped  with  joy  and  began 
to  dance  throughout  the  room  shouting  out  that 
we  shouldn’t  be  afraid. ..they  were  just 
“Mummers.”  And  so  began  our  Mummer  educa¬ 
tion.  While  not  unique  to  the  Philadelphia  area, 
the  citizens  do  take  the  whole  Mummer  business 
very  seriously.  Each  New  Year’s  Day  since  the 
late  1800’s,  Philadelphia  has  held  a  Mummers’ 
Parade.  This  was  a  once  in  a  lifetime  experience, 
and  we  certainly  appreciate  that  our  Convention 
hosts  shared  their  Mummers  with  us. 

Once  the  room  had  settled  down,  Show 
Awards  were  presented  for  this  65th  Convention 
and  Show  ‘Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of 
Violets.’  All  winners  were  posted  in  July /August 
AVM  and  all  winners  were  most  deserving  of 
their  ribbons,  awards,  and  prize  money.  As  this 
National  Show  moves  from  one  city  to  another,  it 
is  always  nice  to  see  local  growers  really  come 
out  and  shine  in  the  Show.  Congratulations  to  all 
of  them  because  they  not  only  grew  all  those 
wonderful  plants,  but  they  did  it  while  working 
many  hours  putting  this  Convention  and  Show 
together  for  us. 

After  Awards,  the  doors  to  the  Grand  Ballroom 
opened,  and  we  all  spent  the  rest  of  the  evening 
admiring  all  the  plants,  the  displays,  the  Court  of 
Honor.  Thank  you  AVSA  and  our  Springfield 
hosts  for  a  great  night! 

On  Friday,  there  was  a  flurry  of  activity 
every  where...  the  Show  Room  and  Plant  Sales 


were  busy  all  day.  The  morning  presentation 
‘Identifying  and  Preventing  Viral  Threats  to 
African  Violets’  was  absolutely  fantastic.  Pat 
Hancock  had  talked  to  us  several  years  ago 
about  the  Impatiens  Necrotic  Spot  Virus  (INSV) , 
but  it  was  still  something  new  and  not  really 
understood.  Today’s  presentation  included  Pat, 
Georgene  Albrecht,  Paul  Sorano,  and  local 
grower  (and  Best  in  Show  winner)  Sandy 
Skalski,  who  has  lived  through  the  nightmare  of 
this  virus.  The  recovery  from  zero  plants  to 
almost  100  show  plants  was  an  amazing  story, 
and  it  really  made  us  understand  what  this  virus 
is  all  about. 

The  Luncheon  Auction  was  next  on  the 
agenda  for  us.  Not  sure  how  the  hotel  managed 
to  serve  all  of  us  piping  hot  Philly  Cheese  steak 
sandwiches  and  crisp  fries  in  such  a  short  period 
of  time,  but  they  did,  and  it  was  really  good. 
After  lunch,  fund  raising  began  in  earnest  as 
bidding  wars  sent  many  dollars  into  the  AVSA 
piggy  bank.  There  were  some  lovely  items, 
violet-related  of  course,  that  were  donated  but, 
the  high  bids  were  often  for  plants  or  leaves  of 
new  introductions. 

That  afternoon,  we  thoroughly  enjoyed  Olive 
Ma  Robinson’s  presentation  on  ‘Eden  in 
Miniature.’  Olive  did  a  wonderful  job.  Besides 
being  highly  entertaining,  Olive  shared  lots  of 
really  great  tips  for  constructing  terrariums  and 
dish  gardens. 

Friday  evening  we  headed  out  by  bus  on  the 
tour  to  the  Kimmel  Center  in  downtown 
Philadelphia.  The  Kimmel  Center  was  just  down 
the  street  so  we  made  it  in  plenty  of  time  for  the 
Philly  Pops  with  the  highly  regarded  conductor 
Peter  Nero.  The  show  was  very  entertaining, 
much  more  than  just  a  music  concert.  The 
Verizon  Hall  in  which  it  was  held  was 
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unbelievable.  Fashioned  in  the  shape  of  a  cello, 
the  design  and  materials  used  in  construction  of 
this  theatre  produced  a  work  of  art. 

On  Saturday,  there  were  many  presentations 
to  attend.  BJ  Ohme  addressed  ‘Modern  and 
Abstract  African  Violet  Design  Techniques’  which 
was  really  well  done.  And,  there  was  Bill  Price’s 
‘Plants  I  Have  Loved’... and  those  plants  love 
him  back  because  he  really  can  grow  some 
showstoppers!  The  Annual  AVSA  Membership 
Meeting  and  Open  Forum  took  place  near  the  end 
of  the  day.  All  the  raffle  tickets  were  drawn  for 
the  terrific  items  from  both  the  Detroit  Promo 
table  and  Ways  &  Means.  Then  we  all  said  the 
last  goodbye  to  the  Show  room  and  Plant  Sales, 
took  a  few  more  pictures,  gave  a  big  sigh,  and 
went  to  change  for  dinner. 

The  evening  began  with  cocktails  outdoors  on 
the  patio,  with  a  great  view  of  the  river.  Then  on 
to  the  Riverside  Pavilion  for  the  Installation 
Banquet,  the  last  official  event  for  most 
Convention  registrants.  Our  hosts  were  dressed  in 
colonial  fashions  in  keeping  with  the  Show 


theme.  We  were  served  another  great  meal  by 
the  hotel,  this  time  accompanied  by  two 
musicians  who  (with  only  a  flute  and  a  drum) 
entertained  us  with  a  selection  of  patriotic  tunes. 
Following  our  meal,  installation  of  new  Officers 
and  Board  Members  took  place,  and  we  are  now 
led  by  our  new  President,  Linda  Hall. 

This  was  a  great  Convention  and  Show  and  all 
persons  involved,  from  teams  working  with 
Convention  Chair  Rich  Follett  and  Show  Chair 
Susan  Hanna,  the  AVSA  Convention  Committees, 
the  AVSA  Standing  Committees,  the  AVSA 
Officers  and  Board,  and  the  host  club  AVS  of 
Springfield. .  .thank  you! 

And  for  those  of  you  out  there  who  have 
never  attended  a  Convention  and  Show... WHY 
NOT?  There  just  cannot  be  a  better  reason  to 
travel.... you  can  come  and  do  as  much  or  as  little 
as  you  want.  Stay  in  the  hotel  (AVSA  finds  the 
best  hotels!)  and  enjoy  all  the  events,  or  venture 
out  and  tour  the  area.  There  is  an  instant  bond 
with  everyone  you  will  meet... all  because  of  our 
African  violets.  See  you  next  year! 


Powdery  Mildew 


By  Sharon  Rosenzweig 


Cool  nighttime  temperatures  can  promote 
powdery  mildew  -  a  grayish  white  powder  on  the 
leaves,  stems  and/or  blossoms.  Powdery  mildew  is 
a  fungus  that  develops  in  cool,  humid  conditions. 

•  If  it  is  present  on  only  a  few  leaves,  you  can 
wash  it  off  by  using  a  drop  of  dish  liquid  on 
your  fingers  and  gently  rubbing  the  affected 
areas.  Rinse  with  tepid  water  and  dry  leaves 
before  replacing  under  lights. 

•  To  treat  a  larger  problem,  spray  leaves  with  a 
mixture  of  1/4  tsp  Lysol  Concentrate  (brown 


bottle)  to  a  gallon  of  water.  Use  a  fine  mist  of 
warm  mixture.  Don’t  saturate  the  leaves. 

•  You  can  also  water  the  above  mixture  into  the 
potting  mix. 

•  As  a  preventative,  use  a  small  fan  to  circulate 
the  air  in  your  growing  area  (not  blowing  on 
the  plants)  and  treat  with  the  Lysol  solution 
once  a  month. 

From  Ye  Bay  Stater , 
publication  of  the  Bay  State  AVS 
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All  tables  use  Eastern  Time.  Please  calculate  the  difference  between  your  time  zone  and  Eastern. 


Moon  cn  ftries 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds,  pests,  etc.,  and  for 
cultivating. 

Moon  <'n  Taurus 

Productive  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops,  particularly  potatoes  and  root 
crops,  and  when  hardiness  is  important.  Also  used  for 
lettuce,  cabbage,  and  similar  leafy  vegetables. 

Moon  cn  Gemcnc 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds  and  pests,  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Cancer 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  This 
is  the  most  productive  sign;  used  extensively  for 
planting  and  irrigation. 

Moon  cn  Leo 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  This  is  the 
most  barren  sign,  used  only  for  killing  weeds  and  for 
cultivation. 

Moon  cn  'Yfog o 

Barren  and  moist,  earthy  and  feminine.  Good  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  weeds  and  pests. 


Moon  cn  Lcbra 

Semi-fruitful  and  moist,  airy  and  masculine.  Used 
for  planting  many  crops  and  producing  good  pulp 
growth  and  roots.  A  very  good  sign  for  flowers  and 
vines.  Also  used  for  seeding  hay,  corn  fodder,  etc. 

Moon  cn  Scorpco 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine. 
Nearly  as  productive  as  Cancer;  used  for  the  same 
purposes.  Especially  good  for  vine  growth  and 
sturdiness. 

Moon  cn  Sagffiarfas 

Barren  and  dry,  fiery  and  masculine.  Used  for 
planting  onions,  seeding  hay,  and  for  cultivation. 

Moon  cn  Co^rccorn 

Productive  and  dry,  earthy  and  feminine.  Used  for 
planting  potatoes,  tubers,  etc. 

Moon  cn  tfqyarius 

Barren  and  dry,  airy  and  masculine.  Used  for 
cultivation  and  destroying  noxious  growths,  weeds, 
and  pests. 

Moon  cn  Pisces 

Very  fruitful  and  moist,  watery  and  feminine.  Used 
along  with  Cancer  and  Scorpio,  especially  good  for  root 
growth. 


MoYember  Moon  Tab)e 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

1  Tue  6:08  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

2  Wed 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd  12:38  pm 

3  Thu 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

4  Fri  3:18  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

5  Sat 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd 

6  Sun  2:02  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

7  Mon 

Aries 

Fire 

Bamen 

2nd 

8  The 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

9  Wed  2:45  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

10  Thu 

Taums 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

Full  3:16  pm 

1 1  Fri  3:10  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

12  Sat 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

1 3  Sun 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

3rd 

14  Mon  2:19  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

15  Tue 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

16  Wed  11:17  am 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

1 7  Thu 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

18  Fri  5:19  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th  10:09  am 

19  Sat 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th 

20  Sun  8:16  pm 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

21  Mon 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4  th 

22  Tue  8:58  pm 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

23  Wed 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

24  Thu  8:57  pm 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

25  Fri 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

New  1:10  am 

26  Sat  10:05  pm 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi- fruitful 

1st 

27  Sun 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

28  Mon 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

29  Tue  2:02  am 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

30  Wed 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 
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December  Moon  Tab)e 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 


Date 

Sign 

Element 

Nature 

Phase 

Thu  9:45  am 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

Fri 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

2nd  4:52  am 

Sat  8:51  pm 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

Sun 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

Mon 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

2nd 

The  9:34  am 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

Wed 

Thurus 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

2nd 

Thu  9:52  pm 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

Fri 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

2nd 

Sat 

Gemini 

Air 

Barren 

Full  9:36  am 

Sun  8:26  am 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

Mon 

Cancer 

Water 

Fruitful 

3rd 

Tue  4:48  pm 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

Wed 

Leo 

Fire 

Barren 

3rd 

Thu  10:58  pm 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

Fri 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

3rd 

Sat 

Virgo 

Earth 

Barren 

4th  7:48  pm 

Sun  3:06  am 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

Mon 

Libra 

Air 

Semi-fruitful 

4th 

Tue  5:33  am 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

Wed 

Scorpio 

Water 

Fruitful 

4th 

Thu  7:03  am 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4th 

Fri 

Sagittarius 

Fire 

Barren 

4  th 

Sat  8:47  am 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

New  1:06  pm 

Sun 

Capricorn 

Earth 

Semi-fruitful 

1st 

Mon  12:14  pm 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

Tire 

Aquarius 

Air 

Barren 

1st 

Wed  6:45  pm 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

Thu 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

Fri 

Pisces 

Water 

Fruitful 

1st 

Sat  4:48  am 

Aries 

Fire 

Barren 

1st 

Membership  Application 

Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by _ Mem.  # _ 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  TX  77702  www.avsa.org  Date _ 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  AFRICAN  VIOLET  Magazine. 
□  Individual  Membership  USA  ($30.00) 


□  Associate  Member  USA  ($  15.00-no  magazine) 

(Must  reside  at  same  address  as  a  person 
having  any  other  Class  of  membership 

□  International  Individual,  Canada  ($35.00) 

□  International  Associate,  Canada  ($17.50) 

□  International  Individual,  other  than  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  International  Associate,  other  than  Canada  ($20.00) 

□  Commercial  USA  ($60.00) 

□  Commercial  Canada  ($65.00) 

□  Commercial  International,  other  than  Canada  ($70.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  including  local,  state,  regional,  and 
Judge’s  Councils,  USA  ($35.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter,  Canada  ($40.00) 

□  Affiliate  Chapter  International, 
other  than  Canada  ($45.00) 

□  Library  ($30.00) 

□  Life  Member  USA  ($1,000.00) 

□  Life  Member  International  ($1,500.00) 


□  New  Member  □  Renewal  Mem  # 

(Please  type  or  print) 

Name _ 


Address 


City. 


State 


.Zip 


Country 


Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc. 

INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS:  please  remit  in  US$ 
with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  USA  bank.  International  Postal 
money  orders  accepted.  Dues  are  not  refundable. 


VISA  /  MC  accepted  Card  # 
Security  Code _ 


_Exp.  Date 


Signature 


E-mail  Address 
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Pauline  Bartholomew,  Newest 
Member  of  the  AVSA  Hall  of  Fame 

By  Joyce  Stork 


Pauline  Bartholomew  was  honored  with 
AVSA’s  most  prestigious  award 
when  she  was  inducted  into  the 
AVSA  Hall  of  Fame  on  May  2 1 , 

2011  in  Cherry  Hill,  New  Jersey. 

The  award  is  reserved  for  those 
few  who  have  made  “unique  and 
long-standing  impact  on  the 
history  of  the  society”.  Pauline 
was  certainly  deserving  of  this 
honor. 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  AVSA 
without  Pauline’s  wonderful  book 
Growing  to  Show ,  which  was  first 
published  in  1985.  It  has  been  reprinted  many 
times,  was  translated  into  Japanese  in  1988,  and 
was  revised  and  updated  by  AVSA  in  2008. 
Pauline  has  no  idea  how  often  her  name  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  African  violet  circles  or  how  much  of  a 
bible  her  26-year-old  book  has  become  to  our 
community. 

Pauline  composed  the  book  from  her 
experience  as  an  exhibitor,  AVSA  Life  Member, 
AVSA  senior  judge,  and  AVSA  teacher.  The  book 
was  produced  before  personal  computers  were  in 
common  use.  Pauline  typed  it  on  a  manual 
typewriter  in  a  day  when  each  page  of  the 
manuscript  had  to  be  error-free,  or  it  had  to  be 
retyped.  Those  who  know  Pauline  best  thought 
she  might  never  finish  the  book  because  she  was 
such  a  perfectionist.  She  missed  many  family 
gatherings  during  that  time  so  she  could  continue 
her  writing.  Knowing  that  there  was  a  relatively 
small  audience  for  such  a  specialized  book,  she 
self-  published  it,  marketing  it  to  the  violet  world 
in  the  African  Violet  Magazine  and  at  AVSA 
conventions.  The  book  was  quickly  embraced  by 
AVSA  members  and  widely  recommended  to 
others.  The  book  has  stood  the  test  of  time,  and 
even  today,  Internet  giant  Amazon.com  gives  the 
book  a  rare  perfect  five-star  rating. 


Pauline’s  straightforward  language,  charts,  and 
sketches  made  her  book  easy  to 
understand.  Her  information  was 
not  entirely  new,  but  no  one  had 
ever  described  the  step-by-step 
method  of  achieving  show¬ 
winning  African  violets  in  such 
detail  or  with  such  precision.  Since 
that  time,  even  novice  violet 
growers  have  been  able  to  win  top 
awards  at  all  levels  just  by  doing 
exactly  what  Pauline  had  told 
them  to  do  in  her  book. 

In  2003,  Pauline  donated  the 
book  to  AVSA,  transferring  all  rights.  In  addition, 
she  sold  AVSA  her  remaining  inventory  of  books. 
When  these  had  been  sold,  AVSA  decided  to  do  a 
revised  version.  The  AVSA  Publications  Committee 
lovingly  worked  on  the  2008  revision,  making 
every  effort  to  preserve  Pauline’s  words  and 
artwork,  while  updating  information,  adding  color 
photographs,  and  including  a  section  on  minia¬ 
tures  as  well  as  other  similarly  useful  information. 

Pauline  graciously  gave  her  stamp  of  approval 
to  the  2008  revision.  In 'June  of  that  year,  she 
wrote  to  Barbara  Pershing,  who  chaired  the 
revision  work: 

“What  a  beautiful  job  of  revising 
Growing  to  Show\  I  will  admit  to  consider¬ 
able  apprehension  about  the  results  of  a 
committee  messing  with  the  crowning 
achievement  of  my  AV  career.  However, 
there  was  not  one  word,  illustration,  or 
additional  or  revised  bit  of  information 
that  I  did  not  appreciate  and  applaud.  A 
big  thank-you  to  all  who  contributed  to 
this  improved  and  updated  version.  1  am 
proud  to  have  my  name  still  associated 
with  Growing  to  Show. 

Yours  truly, 

Pauline  Bartholomew” 


Pauline  Bartholemew 
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Her  home  on  the  Baja  Peninsula,  Mexico. 


While  the  book  alone  should  have  qualified 
Pauline  for  the  Hall  of  Fame,  a  second  activity 
sealed  it.  Pauline  was  a  major  force  in  opening 
the  world  of  African  violets  to  the  international 
community.  Pauline  was  one  of  the  first  who  was 
able  to  move  past  the  difficulties  of  language  and 
culture  to  teach  the  skills  for  growing  African 
violets  for  show  outside  the  English-speaking 
world. ..in  Japan.  Her  sister  Rene  remembers 
Pauline  talking  about  surviving  an  earthquake 
high  in  a  hotel  while  traveling  there,  and  how 
unfamiliar  the  Japanese  cuisine  was  to  her.  It 
wasn’t  easy  for  her,  but  Pauline  loved  the  people 
that  she  met,  and  they  loved  her. 

Kazuo  Horikoshi  of  the  Japanese  society 
writes:  “Pauline  Bartholomew  visited  Japan  six 
times  from  1980  to  1988.  Each  time,  she  had  a 
judging  school  or  lecture  of  How  to  Grow  Show 
Plants  for  the  Japanese  members.  In 
1985,  she  was  the  show  chairman  of 
the  AVSA  Los  Angeles  convention.  At 
that  time,  over  forty  Japanese  attended 
the  convention,  where  she  explained 
how  to  judge  show  plants  to  Japanese 
people  in  the  show  room.”  When  her 
book  was  translated  into  Japanese,  a 
new  era  began  which  stretched  across 
all  of  Asia. 

Today  there  are  many  international 
growers  of  African  violets,  not  only 
including  those  in  Japan,  but  across  the 
world  as  far  as  the  Internet  can  reach. 

While  Pauline  did  not  personally  know 


these  members  (and  doesn’t  use  email),  it  was 
her  initial  outreach  that  opened  the  door  to  the 
greater  international  community  of  growers. 
She  broadened  the  influence  of  AVSA  by 
explaining  the  art  of  pushing  an  African  violet 
to  its  absolute  maximum  potential. 

In  her  “regular”  life,  Pauline  lived  in 
Oxnard,  California  and  was  in  sales, 
including  selling  advertisements  for  the 
Oxnard  Courier  Press,  a  local  newspaper  that 
closed  operations  in  1994.  Her  daughter, 
Donnee,  describes  her  as  a  businesswoman 
in  a  man’s  world.  She  had  to  be  tough  and 
resilient  to  survive  on  her  own  in  those  days. 
In  addition,  Pauline  had  an  artistic  side  and 
often  did  sketches  and  paintings  for  her  personal 
satisfaction.  In  my  memory,  Pauline  was  always 
beautiful  and  well-dressed  with  every  hair  in 
place.  Her  expectations  for  her  own  appearance 
were  nothing  less  than  what  she  expected  from 
her  violets. 

After  retirement,  Pauline  moved  to  the  Baja 
Peninsula  in  Mexico  where  she  lives  today  on 
her  own  in  a  lovely  home  that  has  both  an  ocean 
and  a  mountain  view.  She  reports  that  she 
“cannot  grow  African  violets”,  although  she 
occasionally  picks  up  one  or  two  to  try  again. 
She  is  no  longer  able  to  travel  far  from  home 
because  of  declining  health,  although  she  travels 
once  a  month  to  her  sister’s  home  in  California  to 
get  her  mail.  She  was  notified  of  her  award  by 
phone  and  was  completely  “dumbfounded”. 


Flower  beds  in front  of  her  house 
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She  never  dreamed  that  her  work  would  ever 
merit  such  honor,  and  she  was  very  grateful. 

1  was  pleased  to  know  Pauline  in  her  heyday.  I 
well  remember  visiting  with  her  about  the  judg¬ 
ing  school  she  was  teaching  at  the  1987  conven¬ 
tion  in  Orlando.  She  picked  up  a  blooming  plant 
from  a  sales  table  and  began  ardently  lecturing 
me  on  how  that  plant  could  be  turned  into  a  blue 
ribbon  exhibit  with  a  little  grooming.  She  was 
inspiring!  She  made  those  who  listened  to  her  or 
who  read  her  book  want  to  make  that  humble 


African  violet  perform.  Even  better,  she  gave  all 
of  us  the  tools  to  do  it  ourselves  and  to  teach  it  to 
others. 

There  is  no  one  else  in  all  of  AVSA  history 
who  so  determinedly  taught  us  how  to  manipu¬ 
late  an  African  violet  into  a  prize-winning  show 
plant.  Her  passion  took  her  to  the  far  side  of  the 
world  and  now  onto  the  highest  platform  that 
AVSA  has  to  honor  her  unique  achievements. 

Congratulations  Pauline  Bartholomew,  newest 
member  of  the  AVSA  Hall  of  Fame! 


In  Memory 


Anna  Mae  Horvath 

A  friend  and  longtime  grower  of  African 
violets  and  many  other  Gesneriads  left  us  in 
July  after  a  short  illness.  She  was  an  active 
member  in  the  Fantasy  African  Violet  Club  of 
Spring  Hill,  FL.  Besides  being  an  award 
winning  grower,  she  was  very  generous  with 
her  plants.  There  wasn’t  a  meeting  without  a 
tray  of  her  plants  on  the  raffle  table.  She  was 
active  even  in  our  last  show  that  she  was 


unable  to  attend,  sending  twenty 
entries,  more 
than  any  other 
member.  She  was  so 
loved  that  a  florist 
gloxinia  was  named  in 
her  honor,  ‘Anna’s 
Smile,’  which  is 
how  she  will  be 
remembered. 


-one 


November  5  &  6  -  NEW  JERSEY 

TriState  AV  Council  Annual  Show/Sale 
Frelinghuysen  Arboretum 
53  East  Hanover  Ave. 

Morristown,  New  Jersey 
Nov.  5  -  1:30pm  -  4:30pm 
Nov.  6  -  1 1:00am  -  3:30pm 
Info:  Janet  Riemer 
Email:  j_riemer@comcast.net 
www.tristateavc.org/ 


November  5  &  6  -  MISSOURI 

AVC  of  Greater  Kansas  City 
6 1  st  Annual  Show/Sale 
Loose  Park  Garden  Center 
51st  Street  and  Wornall 
Kansas  City,  MO 
Nov  5  -  9am  -  3pm 
Nov  6  -  10am  -  3pm 
Info:  Fred  &  Pat  Inbody 
(816)  373-6915 
E-Mail:  kskdl@juno.com 
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AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND 

Shirley  Berger  •  2822  S.  Mainsail  Dr.  •  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-6032 

Contributions:  July  1  -  August  31,  2011  •  TOTAL  CONTRIBUTIONS:  $328.35 


Geneva 

Linda  Garramone,  Bay  Shore,  NY 
Joan  Santino,  Boothwyn,  PA 
For  office  equipment 


Two-tone 

African  Violet  Society  of 
Philadelphia,  PA 
In  memory  of 
Mary  Jane  Crossan 

First  Lakeland  African  Violet 
Society, 

Lakeland,  FL 

Spent  Blossoms  of  Mid-Polk  County, 
FL 


In  memory  off  Buford  Price 
and  James  Bertwell 


Thumbprint 

Diane  Buck,  Round  Rock,  TX 
Laura  S.  Buckner,  Kent,  NY 
Sandra  Campbell,  Buena  Vista,  CO 
Central  Jersey  African  Violet  Society, 
Middletown,  NJ 

Marge  Farrand,  Ann  Arbor,  MI 
Suzanne  Husband,  Edmonton,  Canada 
Sandra  Y.  Kellum,  Beaufort,  NC 
Christine  R.  Moore,  Silver  Spring,  MD 
Julie  Murphy,  Milwaukee,  WI 
Marvin  K.  Nester,  Lakeland,  FL 
Caroline  Storey,  San  Marcos,  TX 
St.  Paulia  Society  of  Long  Island,  NY 
In  lieu  of  Judges fees ff or 
computer  date 

Katharine  L.  Varnes,  Lakewood,  CO 

In  the  last  report,  the  Thumbprint 
section  was  incorrectly  reported. 
The  following  are  donors  for 
this  section.  Editor 


AVSA  Convention  (Philadelphia) 
First  African  Violet  Society  of 
Spartanburg,  SC 
Carol  Hixencaugh,  Green  Cove 
Springs,  FL 

Barbara  Lagerway,  El  Cerrito,  CA 
Judy  Legursky,  Owego,  NY 
Long  Island  African  Violet 
Society,  NY 

Patricia  Miklica,  San  Jose,  CA 
Missouri  Valley  African  Violet 
Council,  SD 

Janice  Murray,  New  York,  NY 
Leonard  Re,  Fountain  Valley,  CA 
In  honor  off  Edna  Rourke, 
ffor  locating  and  shaiing 
‘Lady  Baltimore’ 

Vivian  Schwartz,  Lake  Worth,  FL 
Janice  Sorensen,  Englewood,  CO 
Sylvia  B.  Triub,  Windsor,  CT 
Mary  L.  Vasconcelles,  Springfield,  IL 

When  sending  donations, 
please  include  the  city  in 
which  the  club  meets. 
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For  Beginners 

By  Cheryl  Salatino 


14  Maple  Avenue  •  Sudbury,  MA  01776 
Email:  cheryl@dancingshadowsdesign.com 


Happy  Trails  to  You 

Lessons  in  the  art  of  growing  a  trailing  violet 


When  it  comes  to  trailing  African 
violets,  I  am  a  huge  fan.  Certainly,  the 
cascading  foliage  covered  in  blossoms 
offers  plenty  of  eye  candy  for  this  violet 
lover.  Whether  it’s  a  dainty  little  sweetie 
or  a  large  full-bodied  lovely,  I  can’t  get 
enough  of  these  plants  at  show  time. 

Truth  be  told,  I’m  just  a  green-eyed  fool. 

Come  to  find  out,  I’ve  got  a  black  thumb  when  it 
comes  to  growing  trailers. 

I’ve  tried  and  failed,  and  tried  again,  with  little 
luck  in  producing  a  shapely  plant.  You  can  only 
hit  your  head  against  the  wall  so  many  times 

until  you  finally  wake 
up.  That’s  why  I  decided 
to  tap  our  New  England 
trailer  expert  for  some 
long  overdue  advice.  If 
you  don’t  know  her, 
please  meet  Nancy 
Manozzi.  She  is  an 
award-winning  grower 
that  inspires  all  of  us  to 
believe  we  too  can  culti¬ 
vate  an  amazing  trailing 
violet. 


to  think  of  it,  form  is  the  overall  shape 
and  appearance  of  the  plant.  For  trailers, 
that  means  full,  round,  and  flowing. 

Start  by  choosing  a  trailing  variety 
that  appeals  to  you  -  either  foliage, 
form,  or  flower.  Set  a  young,  single 
crown  of  the  plant  in  a  2  1/4"  pot. 
Make  sure  the  potting  medium  is  on  the 
lighter  side  -  encouraging  good  drainage.  A 
simple  recipe  to  try  is  50%  soilless  potting  mix 
and  50%  perlite. 

Leave  this  single  crown  trailer  in  its  original 
pot  for  at  least  two  to 
three  months.  Once 
you  see  growth,  watch 
for  natural  suckers  to 
appear  (Picture  2).  If 
no  suckers  emerge  after 
three  months,  pinch  out  several  tiny  leaves  at  the 
crown  to  encourage  sucker  development. 

There  is  no  need  to  rush  to  increase  the  size  of 

the  pot.  Move  to 
larger-sized  pots 
slowly  and  only  as 
needed.  For  example, 
gradually  move  from 
a  2  1/4"  to  2  1/2"  pot; 


Nancy  Manozzi 
with  Marine 
Blue  Lou:  Best  in 
Show,  201 1  Bay 
State  A  VS. 


Trailers  101 

A  trailing  African  violet  forms  multiple  crowns 
-  either  naturally  or  with  some  help  from  the 
grower.  According  to  the  A  VS  A  Handbook  Jor 
Growers,  Exhibitors  and  Judges ,  a  trailer  is  a 
multi-crown  specimen  plant.  In  order  for  a  trailing 
violet  to  be  eligible  for  an  AVSA-sponsored  award, 
the  specimen  must  have  3  or  more  blooming 
crowns  from  a  single  plant.  Unlike  our  single 
crown,  symmetry-driven  standard  African  violets, 
trailing  varieties  are  judged  for  their  form.  As  I  like 


from  a  2  1/2"  to  3"  pot;  and  from  a  3"  to  3  1/2" 
pot  without  skipping  a  size.  (Picture  3).  By  doing 
so,  the  roots  will  remain  compact,  a  uniform  leaf 
size  will  be  maintained,  and  more  blossoms  will 
appear.  Even  more  importantly,  this  practice  will 
reduce  the  chance  of  retaining  too  much  moisture 
in  the  pot  that  can  lead  to  disease  and  root  rot. 

Black  Thumb  Warning:  Ah  ha,  I 
finally  figured  out  one  of  my 
recurring  problems  -  the  pots  are  too 
large  and  the  roots  remain  too  wet. 
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Long  ago,  I  recall  being  encouraged 
to  put  a  trailer  in  an  oversized  pot  to 
promote  root  production.  No  wonder 
my  plants  continue  to  expire. 

Once  the  plant  begins  to  develop  some  den¬ 
sity,  pinching  the  stems  or  runners  must  become 
a  comfortable  practice.  The  more  you  pinch  the 
stems,  the  fuller  the  plant  becomes.  This  is  where 
the  art  of  grooming  with  patience  comes  in. 
Remember  to  pinch  evenly  around  the  plant. 
There  is  even  one  more  grooming  trick  the 
grower  can  use  to  control  the  form  of  the  plant. 
Carefully  place  ainners  equally  around  the  pot  as 
they  develop  to  promote  a  balanced  appearance. 

The  Strip  Tease 

Trailers  continue  to  produce  an  abundance  of 
new  crowns  and  foliage  as  they  grow.  So  much 
so,  that  it  is  important  to  help  each  crown  get  a 
consistent  level  of  light  for  uniform  development. 
This  part  of  grooming  is  not  for  the  timid 
amongst  us.  With  so  many  leaves,  where  does 
one  begin? 

In  order  for  a  trailer  to  maintain  a  desired 
form,  the  occasional  “thinning  out”  is  required. 
Since  trailers  produce  so  much  foliage,  new 
suckers  can  become  shaded  or  crowded  out 
unless  light  is  able  to  penetrate  inside.  Gypsy 
Rose  Lee  fans  couldn’t  have  said  it  better. . .  Take 
it  off! 

Every  time  I  watch  Nancy  groom  her  trailers,  I 
am  amazed  at  the  results.  She  effortlessly 
removes  leaves  that  are  immature,  marred,  over¬ 
sized,  under-sized,  or  just  don’t  look  right.  I 
marvel  at  this  practice  because  I  have  come  to 
realize  that  I  am  a  timid  groomer  -  certainly  one 
reason  why  my  plants  don’t  shape  very  well. 

Besides  removing  the  leaves  that  are  not  quite 
right,  Nancy  eliminates  any  leaves  that  are 
heading  in  a  vertical  direction  or  pressed  up 
against  each  other.  If  there  is  not  enough  room 
for  the  leaves  to  lay  flat  -  then  at  least  one  or 
more  must  go.  For  those  amongst  us  that  are 
inexperienced  in  this  level  of  foliage  elimination, 
we  must  keep  in  mind  the  goal  of  grooming  is  to 
assist  in  establishing  a  full  head  of  bloom  on  a 
rounded  plant  that  is  overflowing  its  pot.  No  need 


to  over  think  this  -  just  do  it. 

Working  with  Nancy  has  been  a  real  eye- 
opener.  Once  a  strip  tease  is  done  on  just  one 
plant,  there  is  a  serious  pile  of  foliage  cast  aside 
(Picture  4a  and  4b).  Wow! 

Naturally  Trailing 


When  it  comes  to  varieties  that  naturally 
exhibit  a  trailing  habit,  Nancy  suggests  trying  the 
following  varieties:  ‘Pink  Mint’,  ‘Baby  Brian’, 
‘Fancy  Trail’  and  ‘Cirelda’.  Besides  my  struggles 
with  most  hybrid  trailing  varieties,  I  have  had 
reasonable  luck  with  some  of  the  African  violet 
species  varieties  including  5.  ionantha  ssp. 
rupicola  and  5.  ionantha  ssp.  pendula. 

Today,  there  are  so  many  wonderful  varieties 
in  all  sizes.  Do  your  homework  to  make  sure  the 
specimen  you  choose  generally  trails  on  its  own. 
Although  you  now  know  how  to  encourage 
development  of  new  crowns,  it’s  best  when  the 
violet  does  the  work  for  you. 

In  case  you  need  inspiration  to  get  going, 
have  a  look  at 
one  shelf  of 
trailers  in  Nancy’s 
growing  area. 

(Picture  5). 

Final  note. 

The  size  of  the 
trailing  African 
violet  is  determined  by  its  leaf  size  and  not  its 
plant  size.  If  you  are  new  to  trailers,  try  starting 
with  the  standards  and  the  semi  mini  sizes.  In 
my  growing  environment,  I  find  the  minis  take  a 
bit  more  attention  to  manage  the  correct  level  of 
moisture. 

Special  thanks  to  Nancy  Manozzi  for  sharing 
the  experience  of  her  many  years  of  growing 
champion  trailers.  I  can’t  wait  to  get  started, 
again ! 

Grow  Smart,  Grow  Well 
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THINK  IT’S  FUNGUS? 
LOOK  AT  THE  ROOTS 

By  Barbara  Pershing 


If  a  plant  doesn’t  look  healthy,  has  wilted 
outer  leaves,  and  is  in  an  overall  slump,  look  at 
the  roots.  There  are  several  kinds  of  fungi  that 
can  cause  root  rot  in  African  violets.  The  one  we 
commonly  call  root  rot  or  crown  rot  is  caused  by 
the  fungus  Phytophthora.  It  often  affects  only 
one  or  two  plants,  usually  on  the  same  light 
stand,  shelf,  or  wicking  tray,  and  in  just  a  few 
days,  the  plant  goes  limp  and  dies.  If  caught  in 
the  early  stages,  removing  the  roots  and 
restarting  the  crown  in  fresh  potting  mix  may 
save  the  plant.  With  proper  culture  and  sanitation 
practices,  the  fungus  probably  won’t  spread  to 
other  plants. 

There  are  four  genus  of  fungus  that  cause  root 
rot  diseases  in  African  violets:  Phytophthora , 
Pythium,  Rhizoctonia,  and  Fusarium.  Each  of 
these  diseases  has  some  effect  on  the  roots,  but 
to  an  untrained  eye,  you  would  not  be  able  to 
distinguish  them.  One  of  the  things  that  makes  a 
fungus  difficult  to  identify  is  that  it  doesn’t  cause 
the  same  symptoms  in  every  plant.  Regardless  of 
the  pathogen,  symptoms  are  surprisingly 
similar,, and  the  treatment  is  the  same. 

I  got  a  close  look  at  the  symptoms  and 
destruction  in  a  violet  with  an  advanced  case  of 
the  fungus  Pythium  where  the  number  of 
zoospores  had  reached  a  critical  level.  I  had 
observed  mushy  outer  leaves  on  several  large 
plants  over  a  period  of  several  weeks.  I  had  been 
in  the  process  of  reducing  my  collection  and  had 
thrown  out  all  of  the  trailers,  semi-miniatures, 
and  several  standard  violets  that  didn’t  look 
good.  My  plants  weren’t  show  quality,  which  I 
thought  was  due  to  lack  of  proper  grooming  and 
repotting  where  circumstances  kept  me  from  my 
usual  routine.  As  the  fall  and  winter  went  on,  I 
removed  more  mushy  leaves.  The  big  plants  kept 
getting  smaller,  and  a  number  of  plants  died. 
Many  plants  continued  to  bloom,  although  they 
were  losing  outer  leaves.  I  went  through  the  list 


of  conditions  that  could  cause  these  symptoms: 
too  much  fertilizer,  change  in  fertilizer, 
inconsistent  temperatures,  new  soil  mix,  plants 
allowed  to  become  too  dry  and  then  too  much 
water  too  soon.  Upon  close  examination,  the 
roots  of  these  plants  were  dying.  I  attempted  to 
restart  crowns  and  put  down  leaves,  but  the 
crowns  did  not  make  new  roots,  and  the  leaves 
rotted. 

I  sent  a  plant  to  Iowa  State  University 
Extension  Plant  and  Insect  Diagnostic  Clinic  for 
evaluation  (cost  was  $20  plus  postage)  and 
received  a  reply  in  about  a  week:  “The  sample 
presented  signs  and  symptoms  of  a  fungus-like 
organism  called  Pythium  ssp.”  There  are  many 
species  of  Pythium  fungus,  and  1  had  one  or 
more  species  of  this  fungus  in  my  plants.  I 
immediately  researched  this  and  other  fungi  that 
are  known  to  cause  problems  in  African  violets. 

What  is  Pythium?  I  found  out  there  are  over 
1 00  species  of  Pythium  but  only  three  that  affect 
Saintpaulia  iortantha:  P  spirtosum,  P  splertdens, 
and  P.  ultimum.  Pythium  fungus  is  found 
worldwide  in  all  soil  types  and  is  probably  the 
most  common  plant  pathogens  associated  with 
root  diseases  of  potted  plants.  The  virulence 
varies  according  to  the  susceptibility  and 
nutritional  status  of  the  host,  the  amount  of 
moisture  and  oxygen  in  the  root  zone,  and  the 
species  of  Pythium. 

Pythium  generally  damages  the  root  area  most 
extensively.  Examination  of  the  root  tips  early  in 
the  infection  will  show  only  dead  tips  and  rot  of 
the  small  feeder  roots.  The  roots  appear  water- 
soaked,  and  the  outer  portion  of  the  root  easily 
sloughs  off.  Since  the  roots  cannot  absorb  as 
much  water  when  they  are  infected,  the  tops  of 
the  infected  plants  wilt  and  the  soil  becomes 
water-logged.  Eventually,  the  entire  root  ball  will 
show  brown,  dead  roots,  and  the  crown  will 
become  stunted.  The  plant  eventually  dies. 
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Over-watering  increases  Pythium  infection 
rates.  Media  with  moisture  holding  capacities 
greater  than  70%  have  been  reported  to  seriously 
increase  damage  from  P.  ultimum. 

Pythium  diseases  are  more  severe  in  over¬ 
fertilized  plants.  The  cause  of  this  damage  is  two¬ 
fold.  First,  excess  nitrogen  suppresses  the  plant’s 
natural  defense  response.  Second,  the 
accumulation  of  salts  in  the  growing  medium 
damages  root  tips  and  provides  an  easy  means 
for  Pythium  to  infect.  Peat-vermiculite  potting 
mixes  often  have  highly  soluble  salts  which  may 
cause  plants  to  develop  root  injury  that 
predisposes  them  to  Pythium.  The  amount  of 
fertilizer  added  to  the  wicking  water  and  the 
frequency  with  which  the  reservoirs  are  emptied 
could  add  to  the  amount  of  soluble  salts  in  the 
soil. 

How  does  it  spread  to  an  entire  collec¬ 
tion?  Hands  are  excellent  vectors  for  spreading 
the  fungus  while  grooming  and  removing  wilted 
leaves.  It  could  be  in  the  potting  mix  from 
improper  storage.  The  reservoir  water  can  help 
spread  the  fungus.  Excessive  watering  creates 
conditions  conducive  for  fungus  gnats,  which 
feed  on  roots  and  damage  them.  These  insects 
are  also  effective  vectors  of  the  pathogen, 
spreading  the  disease  throughout  the  growing 
area.  The  fungus  may  be  lurking  around  the 
plant  area  or  be  brought  in  from  outside.  The 
fungus  can  lie  dormant;  waiting  for  the  optimum 
conditions:  temperature,  over-fertilization,  water 
retention  of  the  potting  mix,  or  a  combination  of 
causes.  1  suspect  that  I  introduced  the  fungus 
through  careless  sanitation  of  my  potting  area 
that  could  easily  have  been  contaminated  from 
garden  gloves  or  produce. 

What  to  do  if  you  suspect  fungus 
disease?  Examine  the  roots  of  a  wilted  plant  to 
check  for  signs  of  root  rot  before  watering  the 
plant.  Watering  infected  plants  increases  the 
activity  of  fungi  and  makes  the  disease  more 
severe. 

Remove  plants  from  the  collection  as  soon  as 
a  problem  is  suspected.  Also,  destroy  planted 
leaves  that  show  signs  of  rotting.  Washing  hands 
and  tools  between  plant  grooming  is  essential  to 


keep  from  spreading  the  pathogen.  If  working 
between  several  plants,  wear  plastic  surgical 
gloves  and  immerse  gloved  hands  and  all  tools  in 
a  pail  of  1:10  bleach  water  before  working  with 
the  next  plant. 

When  disease  occurs: 

1.  Don’t  guess.  Get  an  accurate  diagnosis  of 
the  cause  of  the  problem.  Contact  YOUR 
State  Extension  Plant  and  Diagnostic  Clinic; 
County  Extension  offices  will  provide 
information  on  how  and  where  to  send 
samples. 

2.  Choose  an  effective  fungicide.  Bring  out 
the  big  guns.  Since  there  are  several 
genera  of  fungi  that  cause  root  rot  in 
African  violets,  it  is  advisable  to  use  a 
fungicide  that  lists  them:  Phytophthora, 
Pythium ,  Rhizoctonia  and  Fusarium. 
Choose  a  fungicide  that  contains  etridia- 
zole+thiophanage,  methyl  etridiazole,  or 
mefenoxam.  For  the  downside  of  fungi¬ 
cide  selection  -  you  can’t  buy  this  at  the 
local  nursery!  The  product  I  chose  is  called 
BanRot,  which  I  ordered  online  -  a  2  lb. 
container  of  wettable  powder  cost  $85.  (It 
only  takes  about  1/2  teaspoon  to  1  gallon 
of  water  poured  through  the  soil  as  a 
drench) . 

3.  Apply  the  fungicide  at  the  recommended 
interval  for  that  product.  Read  the  label 
carefully  to  become  familiar  with  the 
product. 

4.  Put  the  fungicide  where  it  will  do  the  most 
good  -  on  the  root  system. 

5.  Make  applications  to  moist  (not  wet)  pot¬ 
ting  media  to  insure  best  coverage  of  the 
pot. 

6.  Keep  records  of  symptoms,  diagnostic 
reports,  and  fungicides  used. 

If  the  treatment  does  not  appear  to  work,  get 
another  diagnosis.  It  is  not  unusual  for  another 
pathogen  to  move  in  when  the  first  has  been 
controlled. 

By  the  time  I  had  a  diagnosis,  the  fungus  had 
spread  to  most  of  the  plants  in  my  collection.  I 
definitely  had  a  critical  number  of  Pythium 
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zoospores  in  my  plants  and  growing  area.  I  had 
to  throw  out  all  of  the  leaves  I  had  put  down.  I 
repotted  and  treated  plants  that  had  the  least 
amount  of  root  damage,  but  only  a  few  survived; 
even  these  ‘survivors’  are  not  outgrowing  the 
disease.  It  appears  that  the  plants  were  either  too 
stressed  or  the  fungus  damaged  the  cell  structure 
of  the  plants.  All  new  plants  brought  into  the 
collection  since  using  the  fungicide  are  showing 
no  signs  of  root  rot.  I  will  continue  to  use  this 
fungicide  on  all  plants  as  a  preventative  and 
hope  to  never  have  this  problem  again!  (Two 
pounds  of  BanRot  should  last  a  long  time!). 

Prevention  Check  the  roots  of  your  plants 
frequently  and  get  rid  of  or  carefully  isolate  plants 
that  show  any  sign  of  root  rot.  Cleanliness  and 
sanitation  are  essential.  Be  vigilant  in  keeping 
your  growing  and  potting  area  clean.  Clean  and 
disinfect  all  surfaces  -  tools,  trays,  equipment  - 
that  will  contact  the  plants.  DO  NOT  contaminate 
your  potting  area  with  gloves,  pots,  vegetables, 
or  plants  from  your  garden,  grocery  store,  green¬ 
house,  or  nursery. 

Use  new  or  sterilized  potting  media  and  pots. 
Wash  pots  in  detergent  and  bleach.  Cover  and 
store  potting  mix  in  an  area  that  will  not  be 
contaminated.  Use  a  potting  medium  with  good 
drainage  characteristics  to  maintain  aeration  to 


the  roots.  Soilless  mixes  must  be  light  and  well 
drained  for  wicking.  Additional  perlite  may  need 
to  be  added  to  the  mix  to  allow  for  good  drainage. 
Some  commercial  mixes  use  surfactants  to  aid  in 
water  retention  and,  especially  if  wick- watering, 
the  moisture  holding  capacity  of  the  potting  mix 
with  surfactants  may  be  great  enough  to 
contribute  to  the  growth  of  fungi. 

Reevaluate  cultural  practices  that  may  result 
in  excess  water  or  fertilizer.  And,  use  good 
cultural  practices  in  growing  African  violets. 

References: 

Compendium  of  Flowering  Potted  Plant 
Diseases.  Daughtrey,  Margery  L,  Wick,  Robert  L., 
and  Peterson,  Joseph  L.  1995.  American 
Phytopathological  Society 

Iowa  State  University  Extension  Plant  and 
Insect  Diagnostic  Clinic,  Ames,  IA 

Penn  State  Cooperative  Extension  -  African 
Violet  Diseases  -  Plant  Disease  Fact  Sheet 
http//exte  nsion.psu.edu/plant-disease-fatsheets/all- 
fact-sheets/african-violets-diseases.org 

Purdue  Extension  bulletin  BP-181-W  -  Pythi- 
um  Root  Rot  of  Herbaceous  Plants 

Pythium  Root  Rot  on  Ornamentals.  Western 
Connection  Turf  &  Ornamentals,  Western  Farm 
Service,  June  1999. 


Sinningia 
*  Ozark  Rosy 
Cheeks ' 

Exhibited  by: 

Beverley  Williams 

Hybridized  by: 

D.  Harris 


Photo  Credit:  Winston  J.  Goretsky 
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Photo  Credit:  Neil  Lipson 


Sunset  Ridge 

Exhibited  by:  Nancy  Murray 
Hybridized  by:  L.Lyon  Greenhouses/S.  Sorano 

Standard 
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AVSA  Building  Maintenance  Fund 

Susan  Hapner  -  Chairman 
35  Ridge  Point  Dr.  •  Chesterfield,  MO  63017 
1  June  2011  to  31  July  2011  •  Total  $289.00 


4f) 

Dolores  Gibbs 

In  memory  ojGerri  Goins 

^  Thumbprint 

Desiree  Brugman 

Janice  Sorensen 

Central  Texas  Judges  Council 

Metro  St.  Louis  AVC 

In  memory  ojGerri  Goins 

In  lieu  of  judges fee for  Randy  Deutsch 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg/SC 

Geraldine  Sanders 

Sylvia  J.  Row 

Multicolor 

Patricia  Miklica 

Spring  Branch  AVC/TX 

loEllen  Bowden 

In  lieu  of  judges’  expenses for  John  Nahers, 

Ida  S.  Bushkuhl 

Joyce  Stenger,  Vickie  Crider 

Marvin  Nester 

AVS  of  Greater  Tulsa/OK 

When  you  send  a  donation,  please  include 
the  city  in  which  the  club  meets. 

Two-tone 

Tidewater  AVSAA 

In  memory  of  our  long-standing  member 
Frances  Griffin 

Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  J.  Buck 

17235  N.  106th  Avenue 
Sun  City,  AZ  85373-1958 

Donations  received  from  June  1,  2011  -  July  31,  2011  •  Total  =  $177.00 


Multicolor 

Parivash  Nourjah,  Gaithersburg,  MD 


Two-tone 

Garden  State  African  violet  Club,  New  Jersey 
In  lieu  of  judge’s  expenses for  Garden  State 
AVC  annual  show  and  sale 
First  Lakeland  African  Violet  Society, 

Lakeland,  FL 


Thumbprint 

Charyn  Baker,  Belfast,  ME 

Debra  C.  Black,  Lake  Helen,  FL 

First  African  Violet  Society  of  Spartanburg,  SC 

Myra  Measells,  Dickson,  TN 

Patricia  Miklica,  San  Jose,  CA 

Joshua  McKinney,  Goshen,  KY 

Marvin  K.  Nester,  Lakeland,  FL 

Quad  Cities  African  Violet  Society,  IL 

When  sending  a  donations,  please  include 
the  city  in  which  the  club  meets. 
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New  Prices 
for  Rosettes 

New  Prices  for 
Rosettes  will 
be  effective 

January  1, 2012. 

See  more 

information  on  the 
AVS  A  Information 
Page,  inside 
front  cover. 


0  1050015000105000000150015000000150000010501000000000  0 


3'atty’*  Sleuth  <£  (Zntiquea 
W  Sax  751 
920  Millington 
Winfield ,  Jiamad  67/56 

African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 
Begonias  &  Ferns 

ph.  620-402-6282 
email:  patty@ppa.kscoxmail.com 
web  site: www.pattysplantsandantiques.com 


OUT  OF  AFRICA 

Blooming  African  Violets,  Streptocarpus,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  and  other  Gesneriads 
Gary  S.  Mikita  2842  Brown  St. 

(219)  763-4861  Portage,  IN  46368 

Send  $1  for  Catalog 

Garys-Out-of-Africa.com  garymikita@cs.com 


Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  Inc. 

PO  Box  249  Dept  AV  Dolgeville  NY  13329 

“Where  The  Violets  Are!” 

Quality  hybrids  since  1954 

African  Violets,  Aeschynanthus,  Chiritas,  Codonanthe,  Columneas, 
Episcias,  Hoyas,  Kohlerias,  Nematanthus,  Orchids, 

Petrocosmeas,  Rex  Begonias,  Streptocarpus, 
other  assorted  Gesneriads, 

And  much  more! 

To  receive  our  2011  color  Catalog,  please  send:  $3.00  U.S.  /  $5.00  International  (US  Funds) 

Our  greenhouses  are  open  year  round.  No  appointments  necessary! 

Call  for  hours!  Phone  (315)  429  8291 

Located  in  the  foothills  of  the  beautiful  Adirondack  Mountains! 

Just  10  minutes  off  Interstate  90. 

To  see  our  full  product  line,  visit  our  website  at:  WWW.lyndonlyOn.COITI 


i 
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The  Violet  Showcase 

3147  South  Broadway 
Englewood,  Colorado  80113 

(303)761-1770  Established  1 969 
See  our  supply  catalog  +  violet  list  at 
www.violetshowcase.com  or  send  $1  to  above  address 


JoS  Violets 

African  Violets,  Epicias,  and  more 

www4osviolets,com  or 

send  stamped  envelope 

2205  College  Dr 

Victoria,  TX  77901 

(361)  575-1344 

josviolets@yahoo.com 

PHYSAN  20™  Controls 
African  Violet 
Pathogens* 

•  Controls  algae  on  mats,  wicks, 
reservoirs,  trays,  pots,  benches, 
and  work  surfaces. 

•  Controls  damping  off  on 
seedlings  and  plants. 

•  Controls  crown  rot,  powdery 
mildew,  botrytis. 

•  Controls  disease  spread  by 
disinfecting  tools. 


Let  those  pesky  visitors  know  they’re 
not  wanted.  Take  control  with 

PHYSAN  20. 


PHYSAN  20 


MARIL  PRODUCTS,  INC. 
320  West  6th  Street 
Tustin,  CA.  92780 
P.  714.544.7711 
800.546.7711 
F.  714.544.4830 
www.physan.com 


£< 'elective 
'Qardener 


Premium  African  Violets 

Many  Colors  to  Collect 

For  Someone  Special 

The  Favorite  Blooming  Indoor  Plant 

The  most  comprehensive  site 
for  Optimara  Products! 


Download  a  free  1 0  page  catalog 
or  Order  On-line 
www.selectivegardener.com 


Oyama 

^  V  Self-Watering  Planters 

* 

DEALERS  CARRYING  FULL  VARIETY 

•  Cape  Cod  Violetry  -  (East  U.S.) 
violets@cape.com 

•  Reed's  Greenhouse  -  (West  U.S.) 
reedsgreenhouse.com 

•  Jo's  Violets  -  (South  U.S.) 
josviolets@yahoo.com 

BECOME  A  DEALER 

907-338-4510  or  violets@alaska.com 

OyamaPlanters.com 


www.gesneriadsociety 


‘ty.org  j 


Achimenes,  Aeschynanthus,  Chirita,  Columned,  Drymonia,  Episcia, 
Kohleria,  Nematanthus,  Petrocosmea,  Sinningia,  Streptocarpus...  These 
and  many  other  gesneriads  are  the  perfect  companions  for  your  African 
violets. 


Purchase  our  56-page  manual  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads”  for  US$10  postpaid  anywhere,  or  join  The 
Gesneriad  Society  for  one  year  for  US$25  in  USA,  US$30  elsewhere.  Go  to  www.gesneriadsociety.org  or  send  check  or 
credit  card  number  with  expirations  date  and  CVV  code  to  The  Gesneriad  Society,  Dept  AVM,  PMB  637,  1 122  E  Pike 
Street,  Seattle,  WA  98122  USA.  New  members  receive  a  copy  of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads,”  two  back  issues 
and  the  next  four  quarterly  issues  of  our  journal  Gesneriads,  a  package  of  mixed  gesneriad  seeds,  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  source  of  gesneriad  seed,  and  many  other  benefits. 
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P.  O.  Box  527-AV  •  Dexter,  Ml  48130 
Phone  (800)  823-5740  •  Fax:  (866)  823-4978 
8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  EASTERN 

www.indoorgardensupplies.com 


FULL  LINE  OF  INDOOR  GARDENING  PRODUCTS 

♦  PLANT  TRAYS  ♦  LIGHTED  STANDS  ♦ 

♦  METERS,  TIMERS  ♦  PLANTLITES  ♦  ACCESSORIES  ♦ 

40  WATT  WS  (Wide  Spectrum)  LAMPS: 

6  =  $45.65  12  =  $76.86  24  =  $144.71 


G48A-PL2  $511.10 

w/4  Two  Lamp  Fixtures  all  prices  prepaid, 

and  WS  Lamps  Michigan  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4  Shelves  8  Trays  visa,  mastercard,  discover,  checks  &  cod's  accepted 

74"  H  x  27"  L  x  23"  D  FREE  CATALOG 


ES2-P  $120.60 
3  Shelves  w/3  Trays 
w/2  Two  Lamp 
Fixtures  and  WS  Lamps 
37"  H  x  27"  W  x  12"  D 


African  violets  know  no  borders. 

Join  the  African  Violet  Society 
of  Canada  and  receive  Chatter, 
our  quarterly  magazine. 

USA/International  membership  is  just  $17.50  per  year. 
To  join  make  your  check  or  bank 
draft  payable  to  AVSC  and  send  to: 

Patricia  Bell 
33  Ash  Crescent 
St  Albert,  Alberta  T8N  3J6 
Canada 

Web  site:  http://www.avsc.ca  Email:  info@avsc.ca 


Join 

Today! 


Cryptanthus 

The  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants  for  your 
African  violet  collection  requiring  the 
same  care.  Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes, 
and  patterns  of  stripes,  bars,  and  zig  zags 
year  round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information 
or  $3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  journal. 


THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

Carole  Richtmyer  -  Secretary 
18814  Cypress  Mountain  Drive 
Spring,  TX  77388 


Save  the  AV^ilJ  Saintpaulia 

Will  the  Wild  Air  lean  Violet  S  urvive? 


"Y-  .  'Vilcl  Saintpaulia  species  are  lounci  only  in  a  very 
yy  limited  habitat  in  a  banc  Ibd  of  mountain  and 
coastal  rainforests  known  by  scientists  as  the  Eastern 
Arc.  M uch  of  tl  ie  Arc  rainforests  have  been  destroyed 
by  man . 


found  onh 


royec 


The  Ah  'ican  R  linforest  Conservancy 
is  preserving  and  regenerating  the  Saintpaulia  habitat. 
You  can  play  a  critical  role. 

$5  o.oo  -  Contributor 
$100.00  -  Rafiki  (Friend) 

$280  .oo  -  Ndugu  (Comrade) 

$800.00  -  Bwana  au  Bdu  (Patron) 
$1,000.00  Mhifadi  (C  onservator) 
$S,ooo.oo  At  ezi  (Guardian) 

Dona  tions  are  Tax  Deductible  made  to: 

Ah  ican  R  linforest  Conservancy  *  5(fo  IB  roadway,  Suite  202 
New  York,  NY  10012 


Violet  Gallery 

Standards,  Miniatures 
Trailers,  Wasps,  Species, 
Vintage  Varieties  &  Supplies 

Our  catalog  is  available  online  with  many  pictures.  A  pdf 
version  of  our  print  catalog  is  available  online.  Or  send  $3  for 
our  printed  catalog  with  descriptions  only. 

Visit  our  website  www.violetgallery.com 
Email  violetgallery@embarqmail.com  Ph.717-528-8268 

1590  Cranberry  Road,  York  Springs,  PA  17372 


African  Violets  &  Gesneriads 

"Sinningia  Heaven"  -  Home  of  the  Ozark  series 
"It's  a  sin  not  to  own  a  Sinningia!" 

Dave's  Violets  Ph:  (417)  887-8904 

1 372 S. Kentwood Ave.  Pricelist:  $1.00 

Springfield,  MO  6 5 8 04  Web  site :  www. davesviolets .com 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NATURE 

The  Series:  Book  One  Revised  &  now  available. 
Over  50  color  photographs  and  illustrations 
WWW.AFR1CANVIOLETBOOKS.  COM 
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The  Association  for 
plant  &  flower 
people  who  grow  in 
hobby  greenhouses 
and  windows! 

Quarterly  Magazine 

Growing  &  Maintenance 

Help  &  Advice 

Hobby  Greenhouse  Association 

8  Glen  Terrace,  Bedford,  MA  01730-2048 

Dues:  USA  $19  (Canada  and  Mexico,  $21  US  funds/MO) 
($22  Overseas,  US  funds/MO) 

Sample  magazine  $3.50 
Directory  of  Greenhouse  Manu  facturers  $2.50 


The  Planter  Depot 

Oyama  Self  Watering  Planters 
African  Violet  Growing  Supplies 


•  Oyama  Planters 

•  Leaf  Support  Rings 

•  Soil-less  Wicking  Mix 

•  Fertilizer 

•  Pest  Control  Products 

•  Growing  Supplies 


Sharon  Rosenzweig 
Framingham,  MA 
508-877-8076 
email:  avplanters@comcast.net 
website:  www.avplanters.com 


Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 

Order  Online:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com 
Talk  with  us:  NadeausAfricanVioletSeeds.com/blog 

Order  by  Mail:  9766  Grandview  Drive 
St  Louis,  MO  63132 


EBB 

-  Oyama  Pots 

•  Unique  soiless  blend  of  coir, 

-  Wick  Saucers 

sphagnum,  hydrocks  and  vermiculite. 

-  AgroSun  Light 

Rated#!  in  tests. 

Bulbs 

•  "Wick  Mix"  also  available. 

-  Self-watering  Pots 

-  Urea-free  Fertilizer 

Contact  Us  for  a  FREE  CATALOG 

-  Leaf  Rings 

440-357-0022  •  www.VioletSupply.com 

Phone:  1-229-574-5167 
1-229-574-5236 
Fax:  1-229-574-5605 
E-mail:  tviolets@aol.com 
http://travisviolets.com 

SEASON! 

3  FREE  VIOLETS!!! 

Order  now  and  get  3  FREE  violets,  our  choice.  Min.  order  for  this  offer  is  12  plants  (Not  including  Specials). 

Send  $2  for  our  CURRENT  CATALOG.  New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets  from  the  leading  hybridizers,  featuring 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS,  LYONS,  ROBS,  REBELS,  BUCKEYES,  SORAS,  PITTMANS  and  others. 

Try  our  SUPER  SPECIAL  - 12  Husky  Starters,  all  different  -  $60.00  Postpaid,  all  plants  our  choice. 

THIS  SPECIAL  WILL  SHIP  NOW  AND  WITH  A  HEAT  PACK  IF  NEEDED  FOR 
WINTER  SHIPPING  (does  not  include  free  plant  offer).  We  accept:  VISA,  MASTERCARD  &  DISCOVER  (Min.  $30  order) 

Greenhouse  Open  7  days  a  week  (please  call  first) 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER:  AVSA  AND  DAVS 


Travis^iolets 

P.O.BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE,  GA.  31773 


NEW  2011  SHIPPING 
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Looking  for  Orchid 
Information?  Log  Oni 


AMERICAN 

ORCHID 


Interact  with  other 
eager  orchid  enthu¬ 
siasts  by  clicking  on 
Orchid  Forum  at 


SOCIETY 


Orch  i  d  We  b  ®, 

developed  especially 
as  an  information  exchange  platform  for  orchid 
growers  throughout  the  world.  The  American  Orchid 
Society's  popular  web  site  has  extensive  plant-care 
tips,  inspiring  photographs,  a  calendar  of  orchid 
events,  and  other  helpful  orchid  information. 


Founded  in  1921,  the  AOS  is  the  world's  number-one 
orchid-information  source  -  just  ask  30,000  members 
worldwide.  On-site  membership  application  is  available 
along  with  convenient,  secured  shopping  in  The  AOS 
BookShop  and  Orchid  Emporium. 


eom 


Where  the  passion  for  the  violets  lives 
Tina  Drouin  •  6920  St-Franyois  N. 
Sherbrooke  (Quebec)  •  Canada  J1C  0A5  *(819)  276-0561 
email:  bloomlovers@videotron.ca 
website:  www.bloomlovers.com 
For  a  full  color  catalogue,  please  send  $2  to  the  address  above. 
I  offer  a  VERY  wide  variety  of  African  violet  cuttings 
(leaves)  and  plugs  as  well  as  an  assortment  of  episcias 

Mail  order  only  please,  no  visits. 


The  American  Orchid  Society 

Dept.  AVMAG,  16700  AOS  Lane 

Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-4351 

Telephone  (561)404-2000  Fax  (561)404-2100 

E-mail  theAOS@aos.org  Web  site  aos.org 


^anS  ^lAJorhsli 


op 


Custom  Made  Award  Ribbons  and  Rosettes 


941  FM  2377 
Red  Oak,  Texas  75154 
Fax  (972)  617-1198 


jL  2)  cwiclson 


(972)  617-1  186 
email:  chiefrond@aol.com 


CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 

587  Shawmut  Ave,  New  Bedford,  MA  02740-4620 

Ph.  (508)  993-2386 

For  ORDERS  -  Email  violets@cape.com 
For  CATALOG  in  Adobe  Acrobat  Email  ccviolets@msn.com  or  send  $2.00  (refundable  with  order)  to 

above  address 


OUR  38TH  YEAR 


OVER  500,000  PLASTIC  POTS  IN  STOCK  FROM  1-1/2”  to  8” 

Standard  -  Tub  -  Square  White  -  Green  -  Terracotta 


Oyama  Planters  -  All  Sizes  and  Colors 

Dandy  Pots 
Swift’s  Moist  Rites 
Wick  Water  Reservoirs 
Pennanest  Tray 
3”  and  6”  Clear  Domes 
Labels  3”-4”-5” 

Pesticides  and  many  other  products 


Fertilizers 

Dyna-Gro  -  Optimara  -  Peters  -  Shultz  -  Others 
Growing  Media 

African  Violet  Mix  and  Wicking  Mix 
Vermiculite  -  Perlite  -  Peat  Moss 
Physan  20  -  Phyton  27 
Superthrive 


Manufacturers  of  ELISA’S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SUPPORT  RINGS  &  J  F  IND  RINGS 


"Violet  Barn 

1 0-time  winner,  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Award 

Violet,  Gesneriads,  Unusual  houseplants.  Shipping  since  1985. 


NEW  STANDARD  VARIETIES 

Ma's  Enchantress.  Lightly  ruffled,  large  dbl. 
pink  stars  with  blue-purple  fantasy.  Quilted, 
nicely  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 
Ma's  Frozen  Pond.  Large  fully  dbl.  white  stars 
with  blue  and  variable  green  hues.  Quilted, 
wavy,  variegated  foliage.  $8.00 
Ma's  Butterfly  Garden.  Sdbl.  white  pansies 
with  light  pink  hues,  dark  purple  fantasy 
edges,  and  lightly  ruffled  pencil  edge  of 
white/green.  Variegated  foliage.  $ 7.00 

NEW  MINI  AND  SEMIMINI  VARIETIES 

Rob's  Afghanistan  Banana  Stand.  Large, 
sparkling  blue  sdbl.  stars  with  white  pin- 
wheel  stripes.  Green  and  gold  variegated 
foliage.  Spectacular  semimini  chimera 
$20.00  (available  April  1) 

Rob's  Itchy  Britches.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  are 
edged  in  pink  with  blue  speckles.  Wavy, 
green  and  white  variegated  mini.  $6.00 
Rob's  Knickers.  Frilled  sdbl.  white  stars  edged 
in  blue.  Wavy,  variegated  mini.  $6.00 
Rob's  Zipper  Zapper.  Large  deep  pink  sdbl. 
stars  with  wide  banding  of  fuchsia-purple. 
Dark,  pointed  semimini  foliage.  Great!  $6.00 

...plus  'Rob's  Lucky  Number',  Best  New  Cultivar 
at  the  2010  AVSA  National  Show! 

Hundreds  more  on  our  website  and  catalog. 
Other  standard  varieties  at  $6.00  each 
Other  mini  and  strep  varieties  at  $5.00  each 


NEW  STREPTOCARPLJS 

Bristol's  Cool  Breeze.  Silvery-lavender  fringed 
blooms  with  large  lemon-yellow  throat  $6.00 
Bristol's  Hollihock.  Huge  carmine-pink  blooms 
with  darker  horizontal  streaks  on  large  white 
throat.  Impressive!  $7.00 
Bristol's  Lipstick.  Deep,  intense,  hot-hot  pink 
with  very  bright,  yellow  throat.  Wow!  $6.00 
Bristol's  Raspberry  Royale.  Deep  ruby  upper 
lobes,  dusty-pink  lower  lobes  frosted  ruby 
then  banded  in  darker  red.  $6.00 
Bristol's  Tap  Dance.  Upper  petals  blush  white, 
tipped  purple,  lower  petals  dark  purple-red, 
then  edged  blush  white.  Striking.  $6.00 

NEW  VIOLETS  FROM  RUSSIA  &  UKRAINE 

Capricorn  (Kozerog).  Sdbl.  to  dbl.  lilac-blue 
stars  with  coral-red  fantasy.  $8.00 
DEO  Star  Special  Forces  (Zvezdnyi  Desant).  Sdbl. 
coral-pink  ruffled  stars  w/purple  fantasy 
$7.00 

EK  Coral  Fish  (Korallovaia  Rybka).  Large  sdbl. 

to  dbl.  deep  coral,  darker  reddish  tips.  $7.00 
Home  Salmon  (Losos'  Domashnii).  Dbl.  bright 
coral-salmon  $7.00 

Sagittarius  Elite  (Strelets  Elit).  Large  dbl.  violet- 
purple  with  coral-pink  fantasy  $8.00 
LE  Sea  of  Happiness  (More  Schast'ia).  Sdbl.  to 
dbl.  large  blue  star,  wavy  white  edges.  $7.00 
RS  Colorful  Bird  (Raznoperistaia  Ptichka).  Sdbl. 
white  star  w/pink  patches,  blue  fantasy.  $7.00 

...Plus  many,  many  more  from  Russian  hybridizers! 


100’S  OF  OTHER  MINI,  TRAILING,  AND  STANDARD  VIOLETS,  AND  MANY  OTHER  GESNERIADS 

Episcia,  Columnea,  Nematanthus,  Chirita,  Petrocosmea,  Kohleria,  Begonias,  Hoya,  and  truly  miniature  houseplants! 


Prices:  As  shown  above.  For  shipping  beginning  April  1 5,  add  $12  for  shipping  (if  ordering  from  ad) 

We  ship  in  winter!  By  express  mail  only.  Visit  website  for  details  and  pricing. 

Special  Offer:  10  different  (seller's  choice)  violets  or  streps,  $40  plus  shipping.  We  also  ship  wholesale. 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  (INTERNATIONALLY),  ANYTIME  -  SAFE  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED! 

SEND  $2  FOR  FULL-COLOR  CATALOG,  OR  VISIT  US  ONLINE  AT  WWW. VIOLETBARN.COM 

Dr.  Ralph  (Rob)  &  Olive  Ma  Robinson  Phone:  585-374-8592  Fax:  585-374-6947 

PO  Box  9,  Naples,  NY  14512  Open  for  visitors  Tuesday  thru  Saturday,  12-5  pm 

Stay  at  the  "Violet  House"  while  visiting!  Phone  orders  Monday-Saturday  12-5  pm.  Web-orders  anytime! 


